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PREFACE. 


The  publication  of  the  Records  of  the  Convention  of  Burghs  is  continued  in 
this  volume  from  3d  July  1677  to  14th  April  1711,  a  period  of  nearly 
thirty-four  years. 

Among  the  subjects  which  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Convention 
during  that  period,  the  communication  of  freedom  of  trade  to  burghs  of 
regality  and  barony  held  a  prominent  place.  Previous  to  the  passing  of 
the  Act  1672,  c.  5,  royal  and  free  burghs  had  immemorially  enjoyed  the 
exclusive  privilege  of  trade,  and  its  communication  to  other  burghs  was 
complained  of,  not  only  as  an  interference  with  vested  interests,  but  also  as 
unfair  in  itself,  inasmuch  as  royal  and  free  burghs  were  bound  to  contribute 
to  public  taxation  to  which  burghs  of  regality  and  barony  were  not 
subject.  Through  the  persistent  action  of  the  Convention  the  privileges  of 
the  royal  and  free  burghs  were,  to  a  large  extent,  restored  by  the  passing  of 
the  Act  1690,  c.  15  ;  and  in  the  same  year  the  Convention  empowered  a 
committee  to  adopt  such  means  as  might  best  secure  the  putting  of  the 
latter  act  into  execution,  and  also  to  appoint  visitations  of  the  whole  royal 
burghs,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  authoritatively  the  condition,  trade,  and 
common  good  of  each.  Negotiations  were  thereupon  opened  with  the 
burghs  of  regality  and  barony,  and  each  was  invited  to  appoint  a  repre- 
sentative to  meet  with  the  committee  of  the  Convention  on  a  specified  day, 
and  endeavour  to  effect  an  amicable  arrangement.  The  provosts  of  Ayr 
and  Dumbarton  were  appointed  to  visit  the  burghs  north  of  the  Forth,  the 
provost  of  Perth  and  one  of  the  bailies  of  Aberdeen  the  burghs  south  of  the 
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Forth,  and  the  four  visitors  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh.  Instructions  for  their 
guidance  were  forthwith  prepared  and  delivered  to  the  visitors,  but  the  in- 
disposition of  one  of  them  prevented  the  visitation  from  being  proceeded  with 
at  the  time  originally  fixed.  On  9th  July  1691,  however,  the  Convention 
appointed  the  commissioners  for  Ayr  and  Dumbarton  to  visit  the  burghs 
north  of  the  Forth,  and  the  commissioners  for  Dundee  and  Aberdeen  the 
burghs  south  of  the  Forth,  and  furnished  them  with  revised  instructions. 
The  object  of  this  visitation  was  declared  to  have  reference  to  the  adjustment 
of  the  tax-roll,  according  to  which  the  quota  and  proportion  of  burdens  falling 
upon  the  several  royal  burghs  should  be  allocated,  and  the  only  burghs 
excepted  from  it  were  Kirkwall,  Wick,  Inveraray,  and  Rothesay,^  "  because 
of  the  difficulty  of  access  to  these  places."  The  report  of  the  visitors  was 
submitted  to  the  Convention  at  its  meeting  in  Dundee  on  14th  July  1692, 
when  it  was  appointed  to  be  sealed  with  the  public  seal  of  that  burgh,  and 
deposited  with  the  clerk,  to  be  forthcoming  for  the  use  of  the  royal  burghs 
whenever  called  for.  Subsequently,  on  6th  July  1698,  the  Convention 
having  considered  whether  it  would  not  be  for  the  interest  of  the  royal 
burghs  that  a  true  stated  account  of  their  whole  common  good  should  be 
recorded  in  the  burgh  register,  to  the  end  that  no  dilapidation  might  be 
made  of  any  part  thereof  in  prejudice  of  the  burghs,  appointed  in  lieu 
thereof,  that  the  reports  of  the  visitation  in  1692  should  be  recorded  in  a 
particular  register  for  that  effect.  The  reports  were  accordingly  recorded 
in  terms  of  this  order,  and  as  they  contain  much  interesting  information  as 
to  the  state  of  most  of  the  royal  burghs  at  the  time  of  the  visitation,  they 
are  printed  in  full  in  Appendix  No.  II. 

The  negotiations  between  the  royal  burghs  and  the  burghs  of  regality 
and  barony  are  described  at  length  in  the  Minutes  of  Convention,  in 
various  Acts  of  Parliament, — especially  the  Acts  1693,  c.  51;  1698,  c.  38; 
and  1698,  c.  39, — and  in  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commission  constituted 
under  the  act  last  referred  to,  as  the  same  is  printed  in  the  Appendix  to 

1  A  note  appended  to  the  register  states  that  Wick,  Dornoch,  Kirkwall,  Bervie,  and  Galloway 
were  not  visited.     There  is,  however,  a  report  with  reference  to  Rothesay. 
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the  tenth  volume  of  the  Record  Edition  of  the  Acts  of  the  Parliaments  of 
Scotland.  The  relief  obtained  by  the  royal  burghs  ultimately  from  the 
burghs  of  regality  and  barony  in  return  for  their  being  permitted  to  partici- 
pate in  the  privilege  of  trade,  proved  exceedingly  small.  The  Commis- 
sioners on  Municipal  Corporations  in  Scotland  state,  in  their  General  Report 
in  1835,  that  it  had  been  gradually  diminishing,  and  that  it  did  not  much 
exceed,  at  the  date  of  their  report,  a  fortieth  part  of  the  tax-roll  of  the 
burghs. 

Next  in  importance  to  the  subjects  above  referred  to,  if  we  may  judge 
from  the  space  which  they  occupy  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Convention,  are  the 
settlement  of  the  staple  port  at  Campvere,  the  appointments  of  the  several 
conservators  and  factors,  and  the  detailed  instructions  given  to  them  from 
time  to  time.  Besides  these,  frequent  references  occur  to  the  commercial 
relations  between  Scotland  and  other  countries  at  different  times. 

While  so  much  of  the  records  of  the  Convention  is  occupied,  as  is  most 
natural,  with  the  decay  of  the  royal  burghs,  and  their  struggles  with  the 
burghs  of  regality  and  barony  for  the  maintenance  of  the  exclusive  privileges 
of  trade,  it  is  curious  to  find  so  few  indications  of  the  national  troubles 
during  the  reigns  of  Charles  II.  and  James  VII.,  or  of  the  interference  of 
'  the  Crown  with  the  liberties  of  the  burghs  during  these  reigns,  or  of  the 
momentous  issues  of  the  Revolution  of  1688.  The  Convention,  indeed, 
offered  its  courtesies  to  James  when  he  came  to  Scotland,  in  1679,  as  Duke 
of  York  and  Commissioner  to  the  Parliament ;  it  tendered  him  its  loyal 
congratulations  in  1685  when  he  succeeded  to  the  throne  on  the  death  of 
his  brother,  "  in  whom,"  says  the  address  adopted  on  the  occasion,  "  the 
latest  addressers  will  alwayes  find  new  vertues  to  admire,  ^  monarch  whom 
great  pouer  could  not  make  arbitrarie  nor  great  parts  uneasie ; "  and  it 
despatched  Magnus  Prince,  then  the  Lord  Provost  of  Edinburgh,  to  court 
in  1688,  to  express  "the  great  joy  and  gladness"  the  Convention  had  for 
the  "  unspeakable  and  ritch  blissing  of  the  birth  of  a  young  and  hopfull 
Prince,"  who  was  afterwards  to  be  known  as  "  The  Pretended  Prince  of 
Wales,"  or  more  shortly,  as  "  The  Pretender."     The  records  of  the  Gonven- 
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tion,  which  met  in  November  1688,  refer  to  King  James'  gracious 
sentiments  to  the  burghs,  and  the  minutes  of  the  next  Convention,  in  July 
1689,  refer  to  William  and  Mary  as  king  and  queen ;  but  not  a  word  occurs 
to  indicate  the  political  changes  which  had  taken  place  during  the  interval. 
So  far  as  these  records  show,  the  Convention  seems  to  have  accommodated 
itself  as  much  as  possible  to  the  political  conditions  under  which  it  met 
from  time  to  time.  It  cultivated  the  friendly  services  of  those  in  authority 
by  frequent  pecuniary  grants,  and  its  main  object  appears  to  have  been  to 
promote  as  best  it  might  the  material  interests  of  the  burghs  themselves, 
without  much  regard  to  anything  which  did  not  directly  affect  these  interests. 
Its  first  address  to  King  William,  on  14th  August  1689,  no  doubt  alludes 
to  the  "religious  and  civil  concerns  "  of  the  burghs,  but  it  does  so  in  a  con- 
nection which  indicates  that  the  redress  of  the  grievance  as  to  the  com- 
munication of  trade  to  burghs  of  regality  and  barony  was  its  inspiring 
motive — "  Whereas,"  it  says,  "  wee  being  amongst  the  first  zealous  asserters 
and  ouners  of  your  Majesties  authority  in  this  kingdom,  and  does  firmly 
resolve  for  ourselves  and  in  name  of  all  that  we  doe  represent  to  mantaine 
the  samen  for  the  futur  with  our  lyves  and  fortuns,  judging  our  happiness 
both  as  to  our  religious  and  civill  concerns  to  be  inseperable  from  your 
Majesties  welfar  and  interest,  and  therefor  are  incouradged  to  represent  to  * 
your  Majestic  the  speciall  grivance  following  lying  on  our  trade." 

On  8th  July  ]  696  the  Convention  resolved,  notwithstanding  the  dissent 
of  several  burghs,  to  become  partners  to  the  amount  of  £3000  in  the 
African  and  Indian  Trade  Company, — the  Commissioner  for  Lochmaben, 
William  Menzies,  offering  that  if  the  dissentient  burghs  should,  previous 
to  1st  August  thereafter,  intimate  to  him  that  they  were  unwilling  to  pay 
their  proportions  of  the  amount  so  subscribed,  he  would  undertake  to  do  so 
on  their  transferring  their  particular  shares  to  him.     " 

The  Convention  does  not  seem  to  have  offered  a  congratulatory  address 
to  Queen  Anne  on  her  succession  to  the  throne ;  but  at  their  meeting  on 
l7th  October  1702,  they  adopted  certain  articles,  which  they  ordered 
to  be  submitted  to  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  her  Majesty  to  treat 
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as  to  a  union  between  England  and    Scotland.     They  also   appointed   a 
committee  to  keep  up  correspondence  with  the  royal  commissioners,  "  and 
to  give  them  advyce  from  tyme  to  tyme  as  to  what  may  be  for  the  good  of 
the  church  and  kingdom,  and  particularly  of  the  trade  thereof."     At  the 
same  time  a  recommendation  was  made  to  the  next  Convention  to  consider 
the  necessary  charges  and  expenses  of  the  royal  commissioners,  "  in  caice 
these  gentlemen  be  not  aliunde,  considered  be  the  government  aither  befor 
or  after  the  said  convention."     Subsequently,  on  8th  July  1706,  the  Lord 
Provost  of  Edinburgh  was  empowered  to  convene  the  convention,  "in  case 
the  great  concern  of  ane  union  with  England  comes  to  be  laid  befor  and 
considered  by  the  parliament,  that  the  burrows  may  advise  what  is  fitt  to  be 
represented  to  the  parliament  as  most  tending  to  the  advancement  of  trade, 
the  benefite  and  priviledges  of  the  burrowes,  as  well  to  ease  them  of  the 
unsupportable  burden  they  lye  under."     And  on  5  th  November  in  the  same 
year  the  Convention  adopted  an  address  to  parliament  against  the  articles 
of  union  then  under  consideration.      The  act  ratifying  and  approving  the 
union  was  passed  by  the  Scottish  Parliament  on  16th  January,  and  by  the 
English  Parliament  on   6th  March,  1707,  and  on  10th  July  thereafter  the 
Convention  appointed  a  Committee  to  take  such  steps  as  they  might  con- 
sider "  conducive  to  the  advancement,  encouragement  and  security  of  the 
trade  of  this  northern  part  of  Great  Britain."     Subsequently  the  Convention 
held  a  special  meeting  on  26th  November,  and  adopted  various  overtures, 
which  were  submitted  to  parliament.     A  similar  course  was  followed  at 
various  meetings  of  the  Convention  in  after  years. 

This  volume,  it  will  be  observed,  has  been  edited  in  the  same  way  as 
the  last  one.  The  sederunt  of  each  convention,  particular  or  general, 
has  been  given  in  full.  The  more  important  acts  are  also  printed  verhatim,, 
while  as  regards  formal  and  less  important  minutes,  the  object  of  the 
editor  has  been  to  economise  space  by  giving  a  simple  abstract  of  each 
act  in  smaller  type. 

In  the  preface  to  the  immediately  preceding  volume,  it  was  explained 
that  the  records  of  the  Convention  for  the  period  between  1631  and  1649 
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have  unfortunately  disappeared,  but  that  subsequently  to  the  completion  of 
the  printing  of  that  volume,  an  abstract  of  the  more  important  acts  of  the 
Convention  from  1552  till  1700  had  been  discovered.  This  abstract,  it 
was  stated,  was  prepared  by  order  of  the  Convention,  and  was  submitted  to  it 
in  July  1700  ;  and  it  was  added  that  so  much  as  was  required  to  maintain 
the  continuity  of  the  record  would  be  printed  in  the  present  volume.  In 
fulfilment  of  that  promise,  the  Abstract  of  the  Acts  of  Convention  between 
1631  and  1649  is  now  given  as  Appendix  No.  I. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the  preparation  of  the  MS.  for 
another  volume,  which,  if  completed,  would  probably  bring  down  the 
publication  to  a  period  subsequent  to  the  rebellion  in  1745.  It  remains 
for  the  Convention  to  decide  whether  they  will  complete  the  work  which 
they  have  carried  thus  far. 

J.  D.  MARWICK. 


2  Great  Western  Terrace, 
Glasgow,  February  1880. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  RECORDS 

OF  THE 

CONVENTION  OF  THE   ROYAL  BURGHS 
OF  SCOTLAND. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 


DINBUEGH,  Francis   Kinloch,  William  Hamiltoun  ;  Perth,  James  f"™"™'?- 

Shioch  ;    Dundie,    Alexander    Wedderburn  ;    Aberdeen,    Alexander ^ 

Burnett ;  Stirling,  Robert  Russell ;  Linlithgow,  Robert  Milne  ;  St  ^'^'^'"■unt. 
Andros,  James  Nairne ;  Glasgow,  James  Campble ;  Air,  Robert 
Doock  ;  Haddingtoun,  John  Sleich  ;  Dysarte,  George  Sinclair ;  Kirkcaldie,  John 
Fergusone  ;  Monross,  Robert  Reunald  ;  Couper,  George  Mansone  ;  Anstruther 
Eister,  James  Lawsone;  Innerness,  Robert  Barbor  ;  Bruntilland,  Robert  Hoggan  ; 
Innerkeithing,  Robert  Baird ;  Kinghorne,  Robert  Bruce  ;  Brichen,  David  Don- 
aldsone  ;  Jedburgh,  John  Rutherfoord  ;  Pittinweem,  John  Cook  ;  Dunfermling, 
Robert  Walwood  ;  Ehenfrew,  Peter  Patersone  ;  Dunbar,  James  Kellie  ;  Lanerk, 
William  Tueddell ;  Elgin,  John  Ogilvie  ;  Peibles,  Gawen  Thomsone  ;  Carraill, 
William  Moncreiff;  Culross,  John  Heliday;  Bamff,  George  Gordoun;  Whithorne, 
John  M'Kie ;  Forfar,  John  Carnegie  ;  Northberwick,  Charles  Maitland  ;  Ciillen, 
James  Ogilvie;  Sancquher,  Robert  Carmichaell;  Queensferry,  Archibald  Wilsone. 
[Twenty-eight  burghs  blank]. 

3  July  1677. 

1.   Sir  William  Binning,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  moderator.  Moderator. 

A 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Edinburgh. 
i  July  1677. 

Commissions. 

Eatifioation, 

agent. 


Ratification  of 
acts. 


4  July  1677. 

2.  Approved  of  report  by  the  committee  for  revising  the  commissions. 

3.  Eatified  the  9th  act  of  last  particular  convention  "  anent  the  election  and 
admission  of  Heugh  Wallace  their  agent  and  procnratour  in  all  their  afiairs  dur- 
ing their  pleasure." 

4.  Ratified  and  approved  of  all  acts  made  in  last  particular  convention,  and 
especially  the  fifth  act  as  to  the  impost  in  France. 


Innernes. 


Master  of  con- 
serjarie  hous. 

Unlaws  dis- 
pensed witli. 


Jedburgli. 


General  post. 


Particular  con 
vention. 


Inverness. 


5  July  1677. 

5.  The  comissioners  of  burrows  that  wer  appoynted  by  the  last 
generall  convention  to  repaire  to  the  burgh  of  Innerness  for  composeing 
of  all  differences  betuixt  the  magistratts,  councill,  and  inhabitants  of  the 
said  burgh,  and  they  haveing  made  their  reporte  anent  the  finall  agree- 
ment betuixt  these  discontented  pairties  anent  the  election  of  their 
magistratts  and  councill  of  the  said  burgh  and  government  thereof  in  all 
tyme  coming,  and  did  produce  ane  extract  of  ane  decreit  ordaining  them 
to  keep  the  same  ordour  in  all  tyme  coming  inviolably,  for  which  the 
present  convention  gave  them  man}'  thanks  ;  and  ordains  the  expenses 
of  the  comissioners  who  went  there  to  be  payed  to  them  be  the  agent. 

6.  The  convention  admitted  Robert  Kyll,  merchant,  induellar  in  Leith,  to  be 
master  of  the  conserjarie  house  at  Campheer  during  their  pleasure. 

7.  The  convention  having  received  reasonable  excuses  from  Forres,  Arbroath, 
Dumfreis,  and  Dumbarton,  dispensed  with  any  unlaw  imposed  on  these  burghs 
for  absence  from  this  convention. 

8.  The  convention  refused  to  exempt  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  from  attending 
conventions.  "  Approved  of  ane  act  of  their  toun  councill  anent  borrowing  of 
money  from  their  nighbours  and  outland  gentlemen  for  defraying  of  their  publict 
debts  and  other  necessar  charges  upon  the  publict  securitie  of  the  said  burgh.'' 

9.  The  convention  admitted  George  Moncur  to  be  general  post  during  his 
brother's  "  seiknes  and  distemper  and  in  case  of  not  recoverie  in  all  tyme  coming 
during  their  pleasure." 

1 0.  Appointed  a  particular  convention  to  be  held  "  vpon  advertisement  from 
the  provost  of  the  said  burgh  upon  whatsomevir  emergent  business  may  concerne 
the  burrows." 

11.  Ratified  and  approved  the  decreet  arbitral  of  the  commissioners  sent  to 
Inverness  for  composing  the  differences  between  the  magistrates,  council,  and  in- 
habitants of  that  burgh. 
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12.   The  convention  statuts  and  ordanis  the  conservators  dewes  to  be  Edinburgh. 

r  ^^        ■  ■  5  July  1677. 

as  lollowis,  VIZ.  : —  ;;, : 

^  Conservators 

Here  follows  table  containing  the  same  dues  as  in  the  15th  act  of  the  par-  dewes. 

tlcular  convention  held  in  October  1676.     The  sacks  to  contain  as  follows: — ■ 

plaiding  and  fingrahms,  1200   double  ells,  and  ilk   100  to  contain   120   double 

elns  ;  kerseyes   and  galloway  whytt,    600   double  elns  ;   stockings  for   men  and 

women,    120   dozen;    wooll  and  linning  yairne,   600   weight;    goatt  and  buck 

skins,  600  skins  at   6   score  the  hundred  ;  heart  hyds,  20   daiker  ;   salmond,  ten 

barrell ;  herrings,  butter,  pork,  beiff  or  tallow,  12  barrels  ;  fethers,  1200  weight ; 

boot  hose,  60  duzon.  ^ 

13.  The  convention  considdering  that  it  tends  greatly  to  the  pre- staple  port. 
judice  and  defraud  of  the  staple  that  Dutchmen  and  other  strangers 
should  buy  staple  comodities  within  the  kingdome  and  transporte  them 
to  any  pairt  within  the  sevinteen  provinces  and  not  to  carie  them  to  the 
staple  porte  at  Campheer,  wherby  not  only  strangers,  bot  also  Scottsmen  as 
being  imployed  and  under  the  cuUor  of  strangers,  may  transporte  staple 
comodities  to  other  places  within  the  sevinteen  provinces  then  to  the 
staple  porte,  to  the  prejudice  of  Scotts  merchands  who  keeps  the  staple 
porte,  and  to  ouerthrow  of  the  said  staple  itself,  therefor  the  convention 
statuts  and  ordanis  that  whensoevir  any  Dutchmen  or  other  strangers  or 
any  having  comission  from  them  shall  happen  to  buy  any  staple  goods  that 
they  shall  be  oblidged  to  carie  the  same  to  the  staple  porte  in  case  they 
transporte  the  same  to  any  place  within  the  sevinteen  provinces  ;  and  re- 
comends  to  Edinburgh,  Aberdeen,  Dundie,  Linlithgow  to  mak  ane  adress 
to  the  lords  of  the  secreit  councill  for  approbation  of  this  act  if  neid  beis. 

14.  The  convention,  for  the  better  regulation  of  factors  in  thair  Factors. 
duetie  at  Campheer,  ordanis  that  they  shall  be  oblidged  if  they  employ 
any  broker  to  sell  the  merchands  goods  that  they  shall  pay  the  brocker 
fie  out  of  their  factor  fee  ;  item,  that  the  factors  are  oblidged  according 
to  old  use  and  wont  to  rebate  only  fyve  per  cent  for  reddie  money  for 
plaiding,  and  for  skinns  tuo  and  a  half,  and  this  abatement  being  given 
the  factor  is  to  give  the  merchand  reddie  money ;  item,  it  shall  be  free  to 
the  merchant  to  take  his  plaiding  and  fingrain  that  hes  lyne  besyde  the 
factor  ane  yeire  and  sex  weeks,  as  lykways  salmond  and  other  goods  that 
hes  lyne  besyde  the  factor  according  to  the  appoynted  tyme,  and  therefter 
to  transporte  them  to  any  place  where  he  pleases,  and  that  without 
payment  of  factor  fee  ;  item,  that  no  factor  shall  at  any  tyme  herefter  be 
a  member  of  the  conservators  court. 
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Edinbuegh. 
5  July  1677. 

Staple  port, 
articles  of 
agreement. 


Campheer, 
imposts. 


Letter  to  Cam' 
pheer. 


Supplication, 

inerchands, 

conservator. 


15.  The  convention  haveing  considdered  and  compaired  the  differences 
betuixt  the  agreement  with  the  toun  of  Campheer  anent  the  staple 
approven  by  his  Majestic  and  signed  be  the  provest  of  Edinburgh  be 
ordour  of  the  burrows  and  that  agreement  of  the  toun  of  Campheer  sub- 
scrivit  be  the  magistratts,  they  find  that  they  are  allmost  one  and  the 
same  vpon  the  matter  excepting  the  particulars  following  which  the  con- 
servator by  thir  presentis  undertakes  to  procure  ane  oblidgment  from  the 
magistratts  of  Campheer  for  that  effect  betuixt  and  the  (blank)  day  of 
{blank), —  viz.,  that  the  toun  of  Campheer  shall  oblidge  themselfs  to  dis- 
charge that  pairt  of  the  agreement  which  makes  lead,  lead  ur  and  salt  to 
be  staple  comodities,  and  that  they  shall  declaire  that  if  any  shipp  shall 
aryve  within  their  road  being  loadned  partlie  with  staple  comodities  and 
other  merchandice  that  it  shall  be  leisum  to  the  merchand  to  breck  bulk 
and  land  what  comodities  he  pleases  and  goe  away  with  the  remainder  to 
any  pairt  without  the  sevinteen  provinces  free  from  payment  of  any  duetie 
whatsomevir ;  and  the  convention  declairs  that  aftir  the  conservator  lies 
procured  the  toun  of  Campheers  oblidgment  for  the  saids  tuo  particulars 
that  they  are  fullie  satisfied  with  the  said  agreement  subscrivit  be  the 
magistratts  of  Campheer,  and  conforme  to  the  articles  of  the  said  agree- 
ment the  convention  declares  that  the  staple  port  as  it  is  now  settled  at 
Campheer  does  not  only  extend  to  the  sevin  provinces  hot  to  the  haill 
sevinteen  provinces  of  the  Netherlands  conforme  to  antient  custom  and  to 
the  kings  patent  in  favors  of  the  present  conservator,  and  appoynts  the 
comissioners  of  this  convention  that  they  intimate  so  much  to  thair  haill 
respective  burghs  that  they  prettend  no  ignorance. 

1 6.  The  convention  recomends  to  the  conservator  that  no  new  impost 
be  put  upon  goods  by  the  toun  of  Campheer,  and  particularly  that  the 
late  impost  of  tuell  stivers  upon  the  barrell  of  soap  payed  by  Scotts  mer- 
chants who  bought  not  the  same  at  the  toun  of  Campheer  be  discharged. 

17.  The  convention  ordains  their  generall  clerk,  with  advice  of  the 
lord  provest  of  Edinburgh,  to  draw  ane  letter  to  be  direct  to  the  toun  of 
Campheer  in  ansuer  to  theirs  direct  to  the  convention  of  burrows. 

18.  Anent  the  supplication  given  in  to  the  present  convention  be 
Robert  Tumble,  George  Clerk,  and  other  merchands,  for  themselfs  and 
others  merchands  trafificqueing  in  the  united  provinces  in  the  Low  Cun- 
tries,    complaining    that    Henry    Wilkie,    now   present    conservator,    hes 
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charged  them  with  lettres  of  horning  for  transporting  thair  comodities  by  edinbuhqh. 
the  staple  porte  at  Campheer,  and  sieing  there  is  nether  conservator  nor      "^ — ^^— 
his  deput,  nether  factors  for  receaveing  of  their  comodities  and  for  advance-  merchands, 
ing  them  money  for  doeing  their  lawful!  affairs,  neither  ane  master  of  the  ''°"^®''™'°''- 
conserjarie  hous  for  their  reception  at  bed  and   dyett,   that  thairfor  the 
present  convention  wold  dischairge  the  said  conservator  for  doeing  any 
furder  diligence  against  [themj  untill  these  and  other  defects  be  redressed. 
The  present  convention  taking  the  same  to  considderation  they  hereby  dis- 
chairge the  conservator  to  putt  the  said   horning  to  furder  execution  for 
byganes,  without  prejudice  to  the  said  conservator  to  putt  the  charges  of 
horning  that  he  hes  given  against  all  persons  that  reseeds  not  within  free 
royall  burghs  to  execution  with  all  rigour  both  for  byganes  and   in  tyme 
coming. 

19.  The  convention  empowered  Edinburgh,  Aberdeen,  Linlithgow,  Queens-  Factors. 
ferry,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  meet  at  any  time  to  admit  factors  for  the  nation 

at  the  staple  port. 

19a.  Allowed  to  Henry  Wilkie,  present  conservator,  £200  sterling,  in   con-  ^°"^®"'''*''"' 
sideration  of  his  great  pains  and  charges  in  procuring  tlie  establishment  of  the 
staple  port  at  Campheer. 

20.  The  convention  appointed  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundie,  Lin-  Dake  of  Lau- 
lithgow,  Dysart,  Glasgow,  Air,  Bamff,  and  Queensferry,  "  to  meet  at  Edinburgh 

to  goe  in  companie  to  waitt  upon  the  arrivall  of  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Lauder- 
dale." 

21.  Anent  a  supplication  given  in  by  Anstruther  Eister,  representing  "  their  gj^jg™*  ""^ 
deplorable  condition  occasioned  by  povertie  and  want  of  tradeing,"   the  conven- 
tion refused  to  grant  an  exemption,  but  continued  the  supplication  to  be  a  head 

of  next  missive. 

22.  The  convention  recommended  the  commissioners  of  each  burgh  to  desire  Whitthome. 
a  voluntary  contribution  for  the  harbour  of  Whitthorne. 

23.  Ordained  the  burghs  of  Aberdeen  and  Monross  to  meet  at  Aberdeen  and  Bamff,  Cullen. 
determine  with  regard  to  the  supplication  of  Bamff,  representing  "  their  privi- 

ledge  for  visiting  and  judgeing  of  weights  and  measures  within  the  comon  fairs 
in  the  shire  of  Bamff  which  is  now  interrupted  be  the  burgh  of  Cullen  in  ane 
hostill  maner." 

24.  The  convention  approved  of  the   admission  of  James  Traill,  merchant,  Traill,  factor. 
residing  in  Holland,  to  be  factor  for  tlie  nation  at  the  staple  port. 

25.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts,  extend-  '*-8''^"*'_,j^ 
ing  to  £2213,  4s.  Scots,  and  empowered  the  agent  to  use  all  legal  diligence  fo^ '^°'^°™l'  ^■ 
recovering  payment  of  about  £2000  "  of  desperate  debts  due  be  the  insufficient 
burrows." 
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Edinbukgh. 
5  July  1677. 

Complents, 
conservator. 


Conservator 
deput. 


26.  The  convention  takeing  to  their  considderation  the  information 
-  given  in  be  Andrew  Skeen,  factor  at  Campheer,  against  Henrie  Wilkie, 

present  conservator,  quherby  it  is  represented  that  the  said  conservator  had 
medled  with  the  money  belonging  to  the  Scotts  poore  at  Campheer  by 
inpignorating  some  of  the  samen  in  his  creditors   hands  for  money  bor- 
rowed, and  the  said  Andrew  Skeen   hes  subscrivit  the  said   information 
and  given  his  oath  thairvpon,  and   the  convention   having   called   befoir 
them  the  said  conservator  he  gave   in  a  declaration  written  with  his  own 
hand  beiring  the  maner  and  way  of  his  medleing  with  the  bands  dew  to 
the  said  poore  and  absolutly  vpon  most  sever  asseverations  denyed  that 
he  had  impignorat  any  of  the  saids  bands,  and  to   evidence  the  falsnes 
and    injustnes    of  that  alledgiance,  he  be    thir   presentis    engadges    and 
oblidges  himself  to  cans  deliver  these  bands  to  George  Mossman,  mer- 
chand,  burges  of  Edinburgh,  for  the  present  in  Holland,  or  in  his  absence 
to  Thomas  Cuningham,    merchand   in  Campheer,  and   for  that   effect  he 
shall  writte   be   the   first   post   to  Mr  Snype,  minister  at  Campheer,  who 
hes  the  custodie  of  some  of  the  bands,   and  to  Arnot  Cuningham,   mer- 
chand there,  to  whom  he  intrusted    the  rest  of  the  bands,  and   to   order 
them  to  deliver  up  the  baill  poores  bands  as  afoirsaid  ;  and   in   case   it 
shall  hereftir  evidently   appeare  that  the  representatioun  made  be  the 
said  Andrew  Skeen  against  the  conservator  in  the  particular  foirsaid  is 
grundles    and    calumnious    the  convention    then    declairs   that   they  will 
inflict  such  censure  against  the  said  Andrew  Skeen  as  the   merite  of  the 
case  requyres  ;  and   furder  seeing  the  said  Harie  Wilkie,  conservator,  is 
oblidged  by   acts   of  parliament   to   ansuer  to  any  complents    exhibited 
against  him  befor  the  burrowis  under  the  paine  of  tinsell  of  his   office, 
therefor  he  be  thir  presentis  obhdges  himself  to  cans  deliver  the  forsaids 
bands  as  afoirsaid  and  to  returne  ane  certificat  that  the  saids  bands  are 
delivered  betuixt  and  the  fyfteen  day  of  August  next,  under  the  certifica- 
tion that  he  shall  demitt  his  office  as  conservator  in  his  Majesties  hands. 

27.  The  convention  considdering  that  it  tends  much  to  the  unsetle- 
ing  of  the  staple  porte  at  Campheer  be  the  not  residence  of  the  conserva- 
tor or  his  deputie  there  and  hes  given  bot  too  just  grund  to  the  mer- 
chants not  to  keep  the  staple  port,  therefor  to  take  off  the  said  pretence 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  convention  that  the  conservator  presently  appoynt 
ane  depute   to   officiat  in  his   absence,  and   hes   recomended    to    him    to 
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nominate  Thomas  Cuningham,  merchand   in  Holland,  to  be  conservator  EomBURaH. 

depute,   and    haveing   called  befor   them   the   said    conservtaor,   and   the  ^— 

preses  haveing  represented  the  burrows  desire  to  him  anent  the  nomina-  deput. 
tioun  of  the  said  Thomas  Cuningham  to  be  his  depute,  he  heartily  conde- 
scended thairto  ;  lykeas  the  said  Henrie  Wilkie  be  thir  presents  nominats 
and  appoynts  the  said  Thomas  Cuningham  to  be  conservator  deput  during 
his  absence  from  the  said  staple  porte,  with  pouer  to  him  to  act  as  freely 
in  the  said  office  as  conservator  as  he  might  doe  himself  if  he  wer  per- 
sonalie  present. 

28.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  certain  sums  to  macers  and  others.  Payments. 

29.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting,  and  appointed  the  next  general  conven-  Nixt  Conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1678.  tion- 

30.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  2000  merks  being  Duke  of  Lau- 
a  year's  pension  as  agent  at  court,  to  July  ]  677.  derdale. 

31.  Appointed  the  conformity  of  the  measures  within  the  royal  burghs  to  the  Measures, 
standard  of  Linlithgow  to  be  a  head  of  next  missive. 

Meeting  op  Committee,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinbukoh. 
22  November  1677.  22  November 

lo77. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  19th  act  of  last  general  convention  ad- 
mitted John  Gordoun,  younger,  son  of  John  Gordoun,  merchant  in  Aberdeen,  to 

be  factor  for  the  nation  at  the  staple  port  of  Campheer.  E*^"*"!"  ^^ 

^       ^  t  Campheer. 

At  Inneeness,  the  elivenih  day  of  September. 

[A  blank  is  here  left  in  the  original  record,  probably  for  insertion  1°^^™*=^- 
of  the  "  decreit "  mentioned  in  the  oth  act  of  last  general  convention.] 

EDmBDEGH. 

General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  ^°  ''""^  ^'^'**- 

EdinburS  ,  James  Dick,  Alexander  Eeid  ;  Perth,  Patrick  Hay  ;  Dundie, 
Alexander  Wedderburne  ;  Aberdeen,  George  Skeen  ;  Stirling,  Robert  Russell  ; 
Linlithgow,  Robert  Milne";  St  Andros,  John  Geddie  ;  Glasgow,  James  Camp- 
bell J  Air,  Robert  Doock  ;  Haddingtoun,  William  Lamb  ;  Dysarte,  George 
Sympsone  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Mathew  Andersone  ;  Monross,  Mr  Robert  Tailyor  ; 
Couper,  George  Mansone  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  James  Lawsone  ;  Dumfrees, 
William  Craik  ;  Innemess,  Alexander  Cuthbert  ;   Bruntisland,  James  Dewar  ; 
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Edinbdroh. 
20  June  1678. 


Preses. 
Commissions, 


Lord  commis- 
sioner. 


Innerkeithing,  James  Beanett ;  Kinghorne,  John  Bruce  ;  Brichen,  David 
Donaklsone  ;  Irwing,  John  Montgomerie  ;  Jedburgh,  James  M'Cubbie  ;  Kirk- 
cudbright, William  Ewart  ;  Wigtoun,  Patrick  Stewart  ;  Pittinweem,  John 
Martin  ;  Dumfermling,  John  Andersone  ;  Selkirk,  William  Wauch  ;  Dumbar- 
toun,  Robert  Watsone  ;  Rhenfrew,  John  Sommervell  ;  Dunbar,  James  Kello  ; 
Lanerk,  William  Tueddell  ;  Aberbrothock,  John  Kidd  ;  Elgin,  Dauid  Stewart  ; 
Peibles,  Gawen  Thomsone;  Carraill,  George  MoncreifF;  Bamff,  Thomas  Ogilviej 
Forfar,  John  Carnegie  ;  Forres,  Patrick  Tulloch  ;  Rutherglen,  Dauid  Spence  ; 
Northberwick,  Charles  Maitland  ;  Cullen,  George  Lesly  ;  Annan,  David  John- 
stoun  ;  Lochmaben,  John  Johnstoun  ;  Sancquher,  Robert  Carmichell  ;  Queens- 
ferry,  Archbald  Wilsone  ;  Kintoir,  Adam  Pittindreich  ;  Innerurie,  Alexander 
Forbes  ;  Week,  Alexander  Mansone  ;  Innerbervie,  John  Aitoun.  [Fifteen 
burghs  blank.'] 

20  June  1678. 

1.  Francis  Kinloch,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions. 

3.  The  present  convention  agrees  unanimously  to  goe  and  attend  the 
lord  commissioner  his  grace  and  to  offer  their  humble  and  duetifull  ser- 
vice to  his  sacred  Majestie  at  this  present  convention  of  the  estates. 


Commissions. 


21  June  1678. 
4.   Approved  of  report  by  committee  on  commissions. 


Conservator, 
poores  bands. 


25  June  1678. 

5.  The  present  convention  takeing  to  their  serious  considderation  the 
letters  sent  to  them,  and  to  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  and  agent,  from 
Henrie  Wilkie,  conservator,  togither  with  the  inclosed  paper  concerning 
the  present  state  of  the  money  belonging  to  the  Scotts  poore  at  Campheer, 
they  find  the  samen  no  wayes  satisfactorie  and  that  he  had  failled  in 
performance  of  his  oblidgment  to  the  last  generall  convention  for  return- 
ing back  the  said  poores  bands,  and  that  he  aught  and  should  demitt  his 
office  in  his  Majesties  hands  conforme  to  the  said  oblidgment,  but  in 
respect  the  convention  are  willing  to  trye  all  faire  wayes  both  for  pre- 
serving of  the  said  conservators  credit  and  lykewayes  for  secureing  the 
said  poore  as  to  these  bands  impignorat  in  Arnot  Cunighams  hands, 
they  ordaine  that  letters  be   presently  written   and   dispatched   to  Arnot 
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Cuniffham,  to  the  minister  and   kirk  session  of  the  Scotts  congregation  Edinbuegh 

r?         ,  ,  ,  •  1     TT  iTT-n  ■  1      •  ?i        1  25  June  1678. 

at  (Jampheer,  and  to  the  said   Henry  Wilkie,   expostulating  with  them  ;:; : 

-*■  ^  '^  _  ■•■  ^  Conservator, 

the  case  of  the  said  poore  and  to  show  them  that  in  case  the  poores  bands  poores  bands. 

be  restored  in  integrum  as  they  wer  before  the  said  impignoration  and 

the  said  Henrie   Wilkie  his    medleing  with    them,  the    convention  will 

then  ordaine  the  payment  of  the  tuo  hundred  pund  sterling  which  they 

are  owing  to  the  said  conservatour  conforme  to  ane  act  of  burrows  past 

in  the  last  generall  convention  ;   and  ordained  their  clerk  to  draw  wp  the. 

saids  letters,  which  accordingly  "wes  done  and  red  in  their  audience  and 

approven,  and  to   evidence  to  posteritie  thair  caire  for  the  Scotts  poore 

at  Campheer  they  have  ordained  the  samen  letters  to  be  insert  in  their 

generall  register,  whereof  the  tenor  followis  : — 

[A  blank  is  here  left  in  the  original  record.'] 

6.  John  Gordonn,  lately  admitted  factor  at   Campheer,    ordered  to  appear  Gordoun, 
before  the  last  of  August  next  and  give  his  oath  dejideli.  factor. 

7.  The  convention  takeing  to  their  considderation  the  other  pairt  of  Staple  port, 
the  conservators  letter  in  relation  to  the  transgressors  of  the  staple  porte, 

both  by  burgesses  of  free  royall  burrows  and  inhabitants  within  the 
burghs  of  barronies  and  regalities,  together  with  the  list  of  severall  par- 
ticular persons  who  hes  lately  transgressed,  they  unanimously  ordaine 
and  appoynt  Heugh  Wallace,  their  present  agent,  speedily  and  with  all 
severitie  putt  in  execution  the  acts  of  parliament,  acts  of  privie  councill, 
and  acts  of  burrows  against  them  ;  and  if  herefter  it  shall  be  fund  expe- 
dient by  the  advice  of  lawers  that  it  is  necessar  to  obtaine  ane  act  of 
his  Majesties  secreett  councill  ordaining  the  inhabitants  of  the  burghs 
of  regalities  and  barronies  to  keep  and  observe  the  staple  porte  alsweell 
as  the  burgesses  of  the  free  royall  burrows,  the  convention  appoynts  the 
commissioners  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  and  Linlithgow  to  solicite  the  saids 
lords  for  obtaining  the  samen  who  are  to  reporte  their  diligence  hereanent 
to  the  next  generall  convention. 

8.  Rejected  the  commission  of  Whithorn,  it  being  informal  and  the  commis-  Whithorn. 
sioner  "nowayes  qualified  conforme  to  the  acts  of  burrows,  he  being  ane  agent  in 
Edinburgh,  and  no  residenter  in  the  place  nor  yett  of  the  qualitieof  a  merchand." 

29  June   1678. 

9.  Compeired   before   the   generall   convention   of   burrows   Thomas  Qualifications 

^  of  conimisyiou- 

B  ers,  clerks. 
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EDiNEnRGH.      Stoddert,  comissioner  for  Lanark,  and  declaired  that  he  haveing  produced 

: ■ — '-  his  comission  from  the  said  burgh  to  the  comittee  of  the  convention  of 

of  commission-  estats,  who  had  remitted  him  to  the  convention  of  burrows  for  tryell  of 
ers,  clerks.  j^j^  qualifications  as  a  comissioner,  conforme  to  the  acts  of  burrowis,  he 
craved  that  in  respect  his  comission  did  bears  him  to  be  a  merchand 
residenter  within  the  burgh  bearing  portable  charges  and  who  can  loss 
and  gaine  in  the  concerns  of  burrows,  that  therefor  he  might  be  admitted 
and  declared  qualified,  wherinto  it  wes  answered  that  suppose  he  had  the 
qualifications  forsaid  yet  he  being  a  comissar  clerk  could  not  be  admitted 
in  respect  by  a  particular  statute  of  the  burrows  excluding  and  debarring 
clerks  from  being  comissioners,  wherinto  it  was  replyed  that  the  said  act 
of  burrows  wes  only  taxative  and  extended  allanerly  to  clerks  of  royall 
burrows  and  not  to  sherriff  or  comissar  clerks  as  is  cleare  by  the  said 
statute,  which  debate  being  considdered  by  the  convention  they  fand 
that  the  said  act  of  burrows  did  not  reatch  to  exclude  the  said  Thomas 
Stoddart  and  therefor  admitted  him  to  be  comissioner  for  the  said  burgh 
to  this  present  convention.  Thereftir  there  being  severall  debates  risin 
anent  the  justnes  and  equitie  of  the  said  act,  whey  the  samen  should  not 
extend  alsweell  to  the  sherriff  and  comissar  clerks  as  to  the  clerks  of  the 
royall  burrows,  and  that  there  is  greater  reasone  for  admitting  of  the 
clerks  of  royall  burrows  to  be  comissioners  than  other  clerks  in  respect 
it  is  presumed  that  they  will  more  zealously  espouse  and  own  the  interest 
of  the  burgh  they  represent,  being  their  comon  servant  under  their 
jurisdiction  and  lyable  to  the  chek  of  their  magistratts,  then  shirriff  or 
comissar  clerks  who  are  independent  to  the  burghs  that  they  represent 
and  are  not  under  any  of  the  saids  relations,  the  convention  not  having 
tyme  to  consider  the  said  matter  they  wave  the  considderation  thairof  to 
the  next  generall  convention. 

1 0.  The  convention  of  estates  having  remitted  to  the  convention  of  burghs 
to  try  the  qualifications  of  George  Dioksone,  advocate,  commissioner  for  Galloway, 
it  was  found  that  as  he  neither  was  a  merchant  nor  a  residenter  in  the  burgh  he 
was  not  qualified. 

11.  Consideration  of  the  qualification  of  Sir  Alexander  Bruce  of  Broomhall, 
commissioner  for  Culross,  was  remitted  back  to  the  convention  of  estates. 

9   July   1678. 

retention  from  ^^-   '^^^  Convention  takeing  to  their  considderation  that  there  being 

annual  rents. 


Dicksone,  ad- 
vocate, com- 
missioner. 


nice,  com- 
missioner. 
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ane  overture  propponed  in  the  convention  of  estats  presently  assembled  Edineuegh. 
for  retention  of  one  of  the  hundred  aff  annual  rents  to  be  applyed  for  the ;    "  ^     '^  ' 


relief  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen  whose  lands  are  sessed,  the  convention  retention  from 
unanimously  as  one  man  resolved  to  doe  all  that  is  in  their  pouer  to  ^°'^"'*'  ''^"'^■ 
oppose  the  said  retention  as  being  the  true  interest  of  the  burrows  sua  to 
doe,  and  wer  uncleare  in  the  matter  of  poll  money  in  respect  the  samen 
would  be  both  vexatious  and  burdeen  to  the  poorest  sorte  of  people  in  the 
kingdom  and  no  advantadge  nor  profeett  to  the  royall  burrows. 

13.  Allowed  £10  towards  reparation  of  the  harbour  of  Whithorne.  Whithorae 

1 4.  Referred  to  next  general  convention  the  supplication  of  Forres  craving  a  Forres,  prison, 
supply  for  building  and  repairing  their  prison. 

15.  Appointed  the  burghs  of  Dundie  and  St  Andrews  to  visit  and  report  on  Anstruther 
the  condition  of  Anstruther  Eister.  Eister. 

16.  Approved  of  a  tack  by  the  burgh  of  Dumfries  to  WiUiam  Fingas  of  a  Dumfries, tack. 
piece  of  ground  lying  at  the  mill  dam  head  for  the  space  of  sixteen  years. 

17.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  Alexander  Edward,  writer  in  Edinburgh,  Edward, 
£5  towards  expenses  in  going  to  Inverness  as  clerk  to  the  commisioners  appointed 

for  composing  the  differences  there. 

1 8.  Appointed  a  particular  convention  to  be  called  by  the  provost  of  Edin-  Particular 
burgh  whenever  he  thought  it  necessary,  to  act  with  full  powers  in  the  affairs 

of  the  burghs. 

1 9.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts  extending  Agents 

to  £3636.  accounts. 

30.   Ordained  the  agents  to  pay  certain  sums  to  the  macers,  servants,   and  Payments. 
others,  for  services  to  the  convention. 

21.  Appointed  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Linlithgow,  and  Aberdeen  to  con-  wick. 
cur  with  the  burgh  of  Wick  in  obtaining  an  act  of  the  privy  council  "  for  dis- 
chargeing  of  the  schyre  to  truble  or  molest  them  for  payment  of  any  publict  dewes 
with  them  sieing  they  pey  their  proportion  with  the  rest  of  the  royall  burrows." 

22.  Exempted  the  burghs  of  Kintoir,  Innerurie,  Week,  Whitthorne,  and  Exemntious 
Forres  from  attendance  at  conventions  for  three  years. 

23.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  the  next  general  conven-  Convention 
tion  to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1679.  dissolved. 

General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  edinbubgh. 

'  1  July  1679. 

Edinburgh,  James  Dick,  Alexander  Reid  ;  Perth,  Mr  Robert  Lundie  ; 
Dundie,  Alexander  Wedderburne  ;  Aberdeen,  David  Adie  ;  Linlithgow,  Robert 
Milne  ;  Air,  William  Cunighame  ;  Haddingtoun,  John  Sleich  ;  Monross,  Robert 
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Edinbuegh.      Eennald  ;  Couper,  Andrew  Glassford  ;  Innerness,  Alexander  Cuthberfc  ;  Brunt- 

1  July  1679.      j^j^j^j^   jj^jjjgg    Dewar  ;    Briclien,   John    Skinner  ;    Selkirk,    William   Wauch  ; 

Dumbartoun,    Eobert    Watsone  ;    Lanerk,    William     Patone  ;    Aberbrothock, 

Patrick    Stevin  ;    Peibles,  William    Plenderleith  ;    Oarraill,  George    Monross  ; 

Northberwick,  Charles  Maitland.     [Forty-six  burghs  blank] 

1  July  1679. 

Preses.  1.   Francis  Kinloch,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

Commissions.  2.   Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions. 

2  July  1679. 

3.   Approved  of  report  by  the  committee  on  commissions  ;  accepted  letters 
commissions,     of  excuse  from  Stirling,  Glasgow,  Dumfrees,  and  Pittinweem  ;  and  recommended 
Couper  and  Aberbrothock  to  be  conform  to  the  platform  in  time  coming. 

4    July   1679. 


Conservator, 
Wilkie. 


4.   The  convention  haveing  red  and  considdered   the  letters  from  Mr 
Snype  and   the   elders  and   deacons   of  the  Scotts  kirk  at  Campheer,  as 
lykwayes    ane   missive  letter  from  Andrew  Skeen,  factor  there,  and  the 
reporte  made  be  their  agent,  Heugh  Wallace,  who  wes  lately  at  Camp- 
heer, they  find  the  conservator,  Henry  Wilkie,  not  only  justly  blamed 
for  imbazeling  of  the  poores  bands  bot  lykwayes  that  it  is  clearlie  proven 
that  he  is  guiltie  thereof,  and  therefor  ordains  a  letter  to  be  written  to 
the  said  conservator  to  come  home  to  this  kingdom  betuixt  and  the  first 
day  of  November  next,  or  otherwayes  to  send  ane  dimission  of  his  office 
in  his  Majesties  hands,  with  certification  to  him  if  he  faillie  that  they  will 
writt  to  his  Majestie  and  narrate  his  whole  behaviour  and  how  destructive 
his  being  conservator  is  to  the  staple  porte  ;  as  lykwayes  in  the  case 
foirsaid  to  declaire  his  place  vaccand  ;  and  siclyke  the  convention  ordainis 
letters  of  thankis  to  be  sent  to  the  said  Maister  Andrew  Skeen,  factor, 
not  only  for  his  true  information  two  years  since  in  accusing  the  said 
Henrie  Wilkie  as  guiltie  in  imbazleing  of  the  poores  bands,  conforme  to 
ane  act  of  the  burrows  the  fyfth  days  of  July  1677,  which  is  now  clearly 
proven  and  made  appeare  to  the  convention,  bot  lykwayes  that  he  have 
thanks  for  his  laite  care  in  preserving  bands  to  the  value  of  sevin  hundred 
punds  Fleems  which  wes  in  the  custodie  of  the  relict  of  Thomas  Cunig- 
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hame  belonging  to  the  said  poore  ;  item,  that  ane  other  letter  be  written  Edinburgh. 
to  the  magistratts   of  Campheer  in  return  to  theirs  ;  as  also  a  letter  to      "  ^ 


John  Gordoun,  factor,  that  he  returne  to  Scotland  betuixt  and  the  first  wukie. 
of  November  next  to  give  his  oath  de  ficleli  and  receive  his  instructions 
from  the  particular  convention  which  is  to  sitt  at  Edinburgh  in  Novem- 
ber next,  or  otherwayes  to  declaire  his  office  as  factor  vaccand  ;  all  which 
letters  are  recommended  to  the  provest  of  Edinburgh,  clerk,  and  agent,  to 
draw  and  to  word  them  conforme  to  the  information  they  have  received 
from  the  burrows,  and  to  send  the  samen  for  Zealand. 

5.  The  conventione  haveing  heard  from   thair  agent  ane  full  reporte  Campheer, 

1  ■  n      T         1  •    ■  1   1  •  1  •        poors  bands. 

anent  the  conveyance  made  be  the  conservator,  minister,  and  kirk-session 
at  Campheer  of  the  poores  bands,  and  how  he  had  consulted  the  affaire 
with  the  ablest  lawers  at  the  Hague,  and  that  they  wer  cleare  in  their 
judgment  that  the  haill  forsaids  persons,  accessarie  to  the  forsaid  convey- 
ance, will  be  lyable  in  solidum  to  the  poore  and  to  make  good  such  debts 
which  they  had  assigned  ;  therefor  the  convention  ordains  their  agent  to 
writt  to  Holland  that  proces  be  presently  commenced  against  them  make- 
ing  good  the  saids  debts. 

6.  Ordained  that  each,   burgh   conform   their  measui'es  to  the   standard  of  Measures. 
Linlithgow. 

7.  Ordained  that  a  petition  be  presented  to  the  secret  council  setting  forth  Uniformity  of 
that  the  benefit  of  uniformity  of  measures  "  will   be  obstructed  unless  there  be  measures. 
ane  universall  conformitie  within  the  burghs,  shp-es,  baronies,  and  regalities  and 

other  mercat  touns,  to  the  said  standart  of  LinUthgow,  and  therefor  to  crave  that 
their  lordships  wold  fall  upon  some  efFectuall  course  to  putt  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment anent  conformitie  of  measures  to  execution  in  these  places." 

8.  Remitted   to  the  next  particular  convention  to   choose  a  keeper  of  the  Conserjarie 
conserjarie  house  at  Campheer.  liouse. 

9.  Ordained  the  agent  to  use  diligence  against  certain  burghs  for  recovery  of  Djygenoe 
£2000  owing  to  him.  against  burghs. 

10.  Ordained  the  agent  to  use  diligence  on  bonds  granted  by  several  mer-  Merchants, 
chants  for  transporting  goods  to  the  staple  port.  staple  port. 

11.  The  convention  considering  "that  severall  royall  burghs  hes  not  observed  staple  port. 
the  staple  port,  and  that  some  merchands  may  upon  pretence  that  the  convention 

of  burrows  are  justly  offended  against  the  conservator  for  severall  misdemean- 
ors transporte  their  staple  goods  to  other  places,"  ordained  that  no  staple  com- 
modities be  transported  to  any  other  place  within  the  seventeen  provinces  than 
to  the  town  of  Campheer. 


14  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 

4  J™iy"i679'  1 2.  The  convention  haveing  under  debate  ane  head  of  the  missive  con- 

Shiriff  and       ceming  shiriff  and  commissar  clerks,  whither,  sieing  the  clerks  of  royall  bur- 
comissar  ^.Q^g  ^j-g  excluded  bv  former  acts  to  be  comissioners  to  the  convention  of  bur- 

rows,  that  lykwayes  the  said  shiriff  and  comissar  clerks  should  be  also  excluded 
from  being  members  of  the  saids  conventions  of  burrows,  they  unanimously 
resolved  and  declaired  in  the  affirmative;  and  therefore  prohibits  and  dis- 
charges in  all  tynie  coming  the  whole  royall  burrows  within  the  kingdom 
to  elect  and  choise  any  shiriff  or  comissar  clerks  to  be  comissioners  to  the 
particular  or  general!  conventions  of  burrows,  under  the  penalty  of  (blank) 
to  be  payed  by  ilk  burgh  transgressing  this  present  act,  by  and  attour  the 
casting  and  rejecting  of  thair  commissions. 
Absent  burghs  13.  The  Convention  considdering  that  this  present  convention  is  not 
so  frequent  and  numerous  as  other  conventions  formerly  hes  been,  the 
caus  whereof  they  cheiffly  ascryve  to  the  not  useing  of  diligence  in  exacting 
fynes  imposed  by  the  burrows  against  absent  burrows,  and  considdering 
that  there  is  no  extraordinar  reasone  for  their  absence  at  this  tyme  except 
as  to  some  royall  burghs  in  the  west,  therefor  the  convention  enacts  everie 
burgh  absent  from  this  present  convention,  except  such  who  are  excused 
by  them,  into  ane  fyne  of  ane  hundred  punds,  and  ordanis  the  agent  to 
rase  lettres  of  horning  presently  against  them  and  to  putt  the  samen 
into  execution  without  pai'tiality  and  with  all  rigour. 

Particular  con-  ]  4_  Appointed   a  particular  convention,   consisting  of  twenty-five  burghs,  to 

meet  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  November  next,  with  power  to  vote,  treat,  and 
conclude  in  the  affairs  of  burghs. 

Anstruther  15.   Anent  the  petition  given  in  be  the  burghs  of  Anstruther  Wester 

remiie.'  and  Kilrennie,   mentioning  that  they  had  resigned  thair  priviledges  as 

being  royall  burghs  to  the  parliament  in  anno  1670  which  wes  accepted, 
quhairby  they  are  no  more  to  be  holden  to  be  royall  burghs  but  aught  to 
be  expunged  out  of  the  taxt  roll,  yet  notwithstanding  they  are  charged 
to  make  payment  of  thair  propportionall  pairt  of  the  burdeen  imposed  by 
the  convention  of  estates  in  anno  1679,  craveing  therefor  that  sieing  they 
are  no  more  a  pairt  of  the  bodie  of  the  royall  burrows  that  they  may  be 
refounded  what  they  payed  by  the  rest  of  the  royall  burrows,  the  conven- 
tion finds  they  are  not  cleare  at  present  to  give  ansuer  to  the  said  petition 
and  therefore  remitts  the  consideration  thairof  to  the  next  general  1 
convention. 
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16.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts,  extend-  ^'i^'^^^i'i'iq' 
ingto£2859,  19s.  8d.  "  ^     ' 


17.  Eecommended  to  the  whole  royal  burghs  "that  a  voluntar  contribution  counts^  ^° 

may  be  granted  towards  the  reparatioun  of  the  barberies  of  Pitterhead  and  Stane-  Pitterhead  and 

hyve  sieing  the  same  is  so  advantageous  for  seafaireing  traders."  Stanehyve  har- 

18.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  the  fees  to  the  macers,  post,  and  servants.  p^^ 

19.  Continued  the  yearly  pension  of  100  merks  to  George  Cheyne,  depute  Depute  clerk. 
clerk. 

20.  Remitted  to  next  general  convention  a  supplication  of  Aberbrothock  for  Aberbrothock. 
supply  for  repair  of  their  common  work. 

21.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  the  next  general  convention  Next  conven- 
to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1680.  tion- 

22.  Recommended  the  agent  to  complain  to  the  lords  of  the  treasury  against  Executing 
James  Somervell,  usher,  for  executing  letters  in  royal  burghs  without  concurrence  {j^y*^]^^" 
of  the  magistrates,  and  committing  several  abuses  for  payment  of  petty  imposts 

on  the  wine. 

Paeticular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

18  November 

Edinburgh,  James  Fleeming,  Edward  Cleghorne  ;  Perth,  Mr  Robert  Lnndie  ; 
Dundee,  John  Scrimsour  ;  Aberdeen,  Alexander  Burnet  ;  Stirling,  Robert 
Russell :  Linlithgow,  Alexander  Milne ;  Glasgow,  John  Bell ;  Air,  William 
Ounighame  ;  Haddingtoun,  John  Sleich  ;  Dysarte,  James  Boiswell ;  Kirkcaldie, 
Mathew  Andersoune  ;  Monross,  John  Coutts  ;  Innerness,  Alexander  Cuthbert ; 
Bruntisland,  James  Dewar  ;  Kinghorne,  Robert  Bruce  ;  Selkirk,  William  Wauch  j 
Peebles,  William  Plenderleith  ;  North  Berwick,  Charles  Maitland ;  (Seven 
burghs  blank). 

18  November  1679. 

1.  James  Dick,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions.  Commissions. 

3.  The  convention  unanimously  resolves  to  make  their  address  to  his  Duke  of 
royall  highnes  the  Duke  of  Albanie  and  York  at  his  arryvell  within  the  York.' 
abbay  of  Holirudhous,  and  recomends  to  the  said  committie  to  deliberate 
upon  the    manner  and   way  of  the   said    address    and    to   reporte    their 
opinion. 

21   November  1679. 

4.  The  convention  considdering  the  reporte  of  the  forsaid  committie  Duke  of 
on  approveing  of  the  commissions  produced;   and  that  the  address  to  his  Y„rk. 
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Edinbubqh. 
21  November 
1679. 

Lauderdale, 
conservator. 


royall  highnes  should  be  only  verball;  and  that  there  be  ane  letter  written 
to  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  anent  the  conservator,  Henry  WiLkie, 
in  relation  to  the  maner  and  way  how  he  hes  forfaulted  his  office  and 
how  destructive  his  being  conservator  is  to  the  staple  porte,  and  if 
he  be.  not  speedily  layd  asyde  that  useful  policie  of  the  staple  will 
altogither  perish  ;  as  lykewayes  considdering  the  opinion  of  the  committie 
aftir  reading  Mr  Gordons  letter,  who  is  ane  factor  at  Campheer,  that  the 
provest  of  Edinburgh  and  the  comissioners  for  Linlithgow  and  Bruntisland 
may  take  his  oath  de  fideli  in  case  he  come  to  this  kingdome  at  any  tyme 
betwixt  and  the  next  generall  convention  ;  the  convention  approves  of  the 
forsaid  haill  reporte  in  all  poynts,  with  pouer  to  the  provest  of  Edinburgh 
in  congratulating  his  royall  highnes  saif  arryvell  within  this  kingdom 
to  use  such  other  expressions  of  respect  to  his  royall  highnes  as  in 
prudence  he  shall  think  fitt. 

5.  The  convention  recomends  to  the  provest  of  Edinburgh  to  caus 
wairne  them  to  meet  at  such  tyms  as  he  thinks  fitt  and  according  as  he 
shall  receave  information  of  his  royall  highnes  arryvell  at  the  abbay. 

Unfree traders.  6.  Ordained  the  agent  to  insist  against  unfree  traders  and  breakers  of  the 

staple  port. 

27  November  1679. 


Arryvell  at 
Abbey. 


Impost  on 
wines. 


Report,  agent, 
staple  port. 


7.  Appointed  the  commissioners  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Linlithgow,  and  Glas- 
gow, with  concurrence  of  the  agent,  to  petition  the  lords  of  the  treasury  and 
exchequer  that  James  Somervell,  usher,  be  "  discharged  to  truble  the  royall 
burrows  for  payment  of  the  impost  of  four  pund  vpon  the  tun  of  wynes." 

8.  Compeired  Heugh  Wallace,  agent  for  the  royall  burrows,  and  repre- 
sented that  he  haveing  been  lately  in  Holland  had  delivered  the  letters 
direct  from  the  burrows  to  the  Magistratts  of  Campheer,  to  the  conservator, 
to  Mr  Snype,  minister,  and  to  Mr  Gordon,  factor ;  and  as  to  the  toun  of 
Campheer  reported  that  they  had  not  only  punctuallie  observed  the  staple 
porte  as  to  their  pairt  hot  are  most  willing  to  continue  in  the  observance 
of  it,  and  regraitted  exceedingly  that  conditions  wer  not  keeped  to  them 
in  respect  the  most  pairt  of  the  staple  comodities  went  to  Rotterdam  and 
not  to  Campheer,  and  that  they  judged  that  the  great  caus  of  not  observ- 
ance of  the  staple  wes  occasioned  by  the  insufficiencie  of  the  conservator 
which  they  desired    might   be  remeeded  with   all  conveinient  diligence 
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.      And   siclyke,   the  agent  reported   that  he   finding  Mr  Snype,  Edinburgh. 
minister  at  Campheer,  and  kirk  session  there,  wer  refractorie  to  make  up  1679. 


to  the  Scotts  poore  at  Campheer  the  soums  of  money  which  the  Report  anent 
conservator,  Henrie  Wilkie,  had  uplifted  with  their  consent,  he  did  advyse  ^"""^^  money, 
the  samen  with  the  lawers  at  the  Hague  who  are  in  the  opinion  that  they 
will  be  lyable  for  the  forsaids  poores  money,  whereupon  he  hes  raised 
proces  against  them  for  that  effect,  and  ordains  him  to  insist  in  the  said 
process  untill  ane  finall  decision  thereof,  and  that  in  his  own  name  as 
agent  for  the  royall  burrows,  and  to  employ  advocats,  procurators,  and 
others  requisite  for  manadgeing  thairof,  with  speciall  pouer  to  grante  pro- 
curations for  that  effect. 

9.  The  letter  direct  from  the  magistratts  off  Campheer  to  the  royal!  Letters,  magis- 
burrows   wes   redd,   the   substance   whereof  is   contained    in   the   forsaid  pheer. 
reporte  made  be   the   agent,  and   they  ordaine  letters   of  thanks   to   be 

written  to  the  magistratts  off  Campheer  and  to  hold  furth  how  earnest 
the  burrows  are  to  have  the  agreement  with  them  inviolably  keeped  in 
all  poynts,  and  how  effectuallie  they  are  goeing  about  it  by  recom  ending 
to  thair  King  ane  new  conservator,  which  being  done  they  are  hopefull 
that  the  staple  will  yet  fiurish  with  them. 

10.  The  convention  having  considered  a  letter  from  the  conservator  "  they  wilkie,  oon- 
find  the  samen  nowayes  satisfactorie,  and  therefore,  notwithstanding  thairof,  they  serrator. 
ordaine  the  forsaid  letter  to  be  direct  to  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  for  a 
conservator." 

11.  Ordained  that  the  remainder  of  the  bonds  lying  in  the  hands  of  the  town  Poores  bands, 
clerk  of  Campheer  continue  in  his  ciistody. 

12.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pursue  a  declarator  against  the  farmers  of  the  Farmers  of 
customs  and  excise  "  for  declaireing  them  not  to  have  the  benefit  of  merchandize-  ""J^*""^^  ™*^ 
ing  during  their  being  in  these  employments." 

2  December  1679. 

13.  The  convention  admitted  Alexander  Forbes,  merchant  in  Innerness,  to  Master  of  con- 
be  master  of  the  conserjarie  house  at  Campheir  in  place  of  Eobert  Kyll,  deceased,  serjarie  hous. 

3  December  1679. 

14.  The  town  of  Greenock  having  submitted  all  differences  between  them  Glasgow  and 
and  the  burgh  of  Glasgow  to  the  convention,  they  appointed  the  commissioners 

for  Edinburgh,   Perth,  Linlithgow,   Air,   Aberdeen,   Stirling,    Haddingtoun    and 
Lanark,  or  any  four  of  them,  to  meet  at  Glasgow  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  March 
next  to  settle  the  difierences  as  in  justice  they  should  think  fit. 
2  c 
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Edinburgh. 
2  December 
1679. 


Lauderdale, 
conservator. 
Fines,  absence, 

Baggadge 
horses. 


Measures, 
weights. 


Pinie,  agents, 
servant. 


15.  Recommended  the  provost  of  Edinburgh  to  call  a  particular  convention 
after  receiving  an  answer  from  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  concerning  the  con- 
servatoi*. 

16.  Ordained  the  agent  to  charge  the  burghs  for  fines  for  absence  from 
conventions. 

17.  Ordained  the  agent  to  petition  the  lords  of  the  treasury  "that  the  charges 
and  expenssea  which  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Stirling,  Lithgow,  and 
severall  other  burghs,  are  at  in  furnishing  baggadge  horss  for  the  service  of  his 
Majesties  forces  be  either  payed  by  them  who  mak  use  of  the  said  baggadge  horss 
or  otherways  that  the  chai'ges  thairof  be  allowed  to  the  respective  burghs  in 
the  foirend  of  what  they  are  due  for  cess  to  the  publict." 

18.  Remitted  to  next  general  convention  a  representation  on  behalf  of  Perth 
and  other  burghs  craving  that  they  be  allowed  to  continue  their  previous  custom  of 
giving  out  the -measures  of  the  ell  and  the  weights  to  several  adjacent  villages. 

19.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  Thomas  Pirrie  eight  dollars  and  to  his  own 
servant  four  dollars. 


Edinburgh. 
6  April  1680. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  James  Fleeming,  John  Dunbar ;  Perth,  Mr  Robert  Lundie ; 
Dundee,  John  Scrimger  ;  Aberdeen,  Thomas  Cushney  ;  Stirling,  Robert  Russell ; 
Linlithgow,  Alexander  Milne  ;  St  Andi'os,  Thomas  Finlay  ;  Glasgow,  Jolm  Bell ; 
Haddingtoun,  John  Sleich  ;  Dysarte,  James  Boiswell  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Henry  Bois- 
well  ;  Monl'oss,  Robert  Rennald  ;  Bruntisland,  James  Dewar ;  Innerkeithing, 
James  Bennett ;  Kinghorne,  Robert  Bruce  ;  Selkirk,  William  Wauch  j  Lanerk, 
James  Crawfooi-d  ;  Peibles,  John  Hope  ;  Northberwick,  Charles  Maitland  ;  Air, 
Couper,  Innerness,  Irwing,  Jedburgh  and  Dumfermling  (blank). 


Moderator. 
Commissions. 
Gordon,  factor. 


Magistrates 
of  Campheer, 
Gordon. 

Bruntisland, 
deaconry. 


6  April  1680. 

1.  Sir  James  Dick  of  Priestfield,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Aj)proved  of  report  of  the  committee  that  the  commissions  were  sufficient. 

3.  John  Gordon,  lately  appointed  factor  at  Campheer,  accepted  office  and 
made  faith  dejideli  administratione, 

4.  Appointed  a  letter  to  be  written  to  the  magistrates  of  Campheer  recom- 
mending the  said  John  Gordon  to  them  in  respect  of  the  want  of  a  conservator 
to  whom  he  might  apply  for  redress  of  any  wrong. 

5.  Appointed  the  agent  to  concur  with  the  magistates  of  Bruntisland  in  de- 
fence of  an  action  depending  before  the  lords  of  session  against  them  at  the 
instance  of  the  trades  of  Bruntisland  who  are  pursuing  for  a  declarator  for  the 
freedom  of  a  deaconry, 
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6.  Ordained  the  agent  to  concur  with  the  magistrates  of  Selkirk  in  defence  Edinbuegh. 
of  a  plea  before  the  privy  council  at  the  instance  of  James  Murray  of  Philipliaugh  ^  April  1680. 
anent  their  privileges.  Selkirk,  plea. 

7.  Anent  the  petition  given  in  be  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow,  mention-  Linlithgow, 
ing  that  they  had  the  porte  of  Blacknes   erected  by  King  Robert  as  the  rowstounesi"" 
only  free  porte  within  that   shiriffdom  for  livering  and  loadning  of  all 
merchandice,  dischargeing  the  same  to  be  loaded  or  livered  at  any  other 

porte  or  place,  except  coall,  salt,  lyme,  and  stone,  which  is  also  confirmed 
by  all  succeeding  kings  and  ratified  in  all  parliaments ;  the  said  burgh  did 
also  in  anno  j™  vj'^  sextie  tuo  yeirs,  in  fortification  of  these  priviledges, 
obtaine  ane  act  of  exchequer  against  the  Duke  of  Hamiltoun  and  his  toun 
of  JBurrowstounness  quhairby  the  custome  office  is  ordained  to  be  setled 
at  Blacknes  and  all  livering  and  loadning  of  merchandice  to  be  there, 
which  act  or  decreit  is  againe  renewed  in  anno  1678,  and  accordingly 
they  wer  putt  in  possession  by  the  lord  thesaurer  depute ;  notwithstand- 
ing of  all  which  rights,  priviledges,  and  possession,  the  Duke  of  Hamiltoun 
in  favouris  of  his  toun  of  Burrowstouness  lately  erected  in  a  burgh  of 
regality,  pretends  that  all  livering  of  goods,  even  such  as  by  act  of  par- 
liament are  reserved  for  the  propper  subject  of  trade  belonging  to  the 
royall  burrows,  aught  to  be  at  Burrowstouness,  alsweell  as  the  ports  of  royall 
burrows,  and  hes  for  that  end  commenced  a  litigious  pley  against  the  toun 
of  Lithgow  first  befor  his  Majesties  exchequer  which  by  them  for  the 
tryell  of  the  matter  of  right  wes  remitted  to  the  lords  of  session  where  it 
is  now  in  dependence,  the  petitioners  did  in  the  whole  procedour  of  that 
affaire  advyse  with  the  provest  of  Edinburgh  and  other  burghs  then  in 
toun  and  by  thair  advice  procured  the  calling  of  this  particular  convention 
that  a  matter  of  so  generall  concerne  and  so  great  importe  might  have  the 
burrows  thair  concurrance,  as  both  generall  and  particular  conventions  of 
burrows  have  upon  the  lyke  occasion  done,  as  their  acts  produced  wold 
evidence,  therefor  craveing  the  convention  wold  be  pleased  seriously  to 
considder  the  great  and  generall  importe  of  that  action  now  depending 
befor  the  lords  of  session  against  the  said  burgh  of  Linlithgow  and  to 
grante  thair  concvirrance  for  representing  the  same  to  his  sacred  Majestie, 
humbly  supplicating  his  Majestie  to  considder  it  as  the  generall  concerne 
of  the  royall  burrows  and  as  the  only  thing  left  to  difference  them  from 
burghs  of  barronie  and  regality,  and  that  it  wold  pleas  his  Majestie  so  to 
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Edinburgh. 
6  April  1680. 

Linlithgow, 
Blacknea,  Bur- 
rowstouness. 


Unlaws,  ab- 
sents. 

Linlithgow, 
letter  to  King. 


Gay,  Pirrie. 


recommend  it  to  the  lords  of  session  as  the  justnes  of  the  cans  requyres, 
as  also  that  it  wold  pleas  the  convention  to  renew  their  former  acts  in 
favors  of  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow  and  to  ordaine  their  agent  to  putt  them 
in  execution,  and  to  recommend  this  action  and  the  petitioners  great  ex- 
penss  to  the  next  generall  convention.  [The  convention  agreed  to  concur 
with  and  assist  Lithgow  in  representing  the  matter  to  the  King's  Majesty 
as  the  general  concern  of  the  royal  burghs,  renewed  and  revived  the  act 
of  general  convention  dated  1st  July  1664  and  other  acts  anent  the  port 
of  Blackness,  and  remitted  to  next  general  convention  to  consider  as  to 
expenses.] 

7a.   Enacted  the  burghs  dbsent  fi-oro  this  meeting  in  an  unlaw  of  £100  each. 

8.  E-ecommended  the  provost  of  Edinburgh  to  write  a  letter  to  his  Majesty 
and  another  to  the  Duke  of  Lauderdale  representing  the  matter  referred  to  in 
the  7th  act  "as  a  generall  concerne  of  the  whole  royall  burrows,  entreating  his 
Majestie  to  be  graciously  pleased  to  recommend  the  caus  to  the  lords  of  session  to 
doe  justice  therein  to  the  said  burgh  of  Linlithgow  as  the  justnes  of  their  action 
requyres.*' 

9.  Allowed  to  Alexander  Gay  eight  rex  dollars  and  to  Thomas  Pirrie  four 
rex  dollars  for  their  pains  taken  at  this  convention. 


Edinburgh. 
6  July  1680. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  James  Fleeming,  Edward  Cleghom  ;  Perth,  Mr  Eobert  Lundie  ; 
Dundee,  Alexander  Wedderburn  ;  Aberdeen,  David  Adie  ;  Stirling,  Eobert 
Eussell ;  Linlithgow,  Alexander  Milne  ;  St  Andros,  Thomas  Eindlay  ;  Glasgow, 
John  Bell  ;  Air,  William  Ounighame  ;  Haddingtoun,  William  Lamb  ;  Dysarte, 
John  Reddie  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Henry  Boiswell  ;  Monross,  Eobert  Eennald ;  Couper, 
Andrew  Glasfoord  ;  Dumfrees,  William  Craik ;  Innerness,  William  Duff ; 
Bruntisland,  James  Dewar  ;  Innerkeithing,  James  Bennett ;  Kinghorne,  Eobert 
Bruce  ;  Brichen,  David  Donald.sone  ;  Irwing,  James  Boyll ;  Jedburgh,  Andrew 
Ainsly  ;  Wigtoun,  William  Coltrane  ;  Dumfermling,  Eobert  Walwood  ;  Sel- 
kirk, William  Wauch  ;  Dunibartoun,  Eobert  Watsone  ;  Ehenfrew,  John  Somer- 
vell ;  Dunbar,  James  Smith  ;  Lanerk,  William  Wilkie  ;  Aberbroth,  Henrie 
Tichie  ;  Elgin,  John  Spence  ;  Peibles,  William  Plenderleith  ;  Carraill,  George 
Moncreiff ;  Culross,  John  Heliday  ;  Bamff,  William  Fyffe  ;  Forfar,  John  Car- 
regie  ;  Nairne,  David  Eoss  ;  Eutherglen,  David  Spence  ;  Northberwick,  Charles 
Maitland  ;  Lauder,  Thomas  Wood  ;  Sanchquher,  Eobert  Carmichell  ;  Dingwall, 
Donald  Bayne  ;  Queensferry,  Ahxander  Stewart.     (Twenty-two  burghs  hlanh.)  ' 
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6  July  1680.  Edinbtogh. 

6  July  1680. 

1 .  Sir  James  Dick  of  Preistfield,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  VrensB. 

2.  Approved  of  a  deputation  to  Alexander  Gay  to  officiate  in  the  principal  Deputation, 
clerk's  absence.  Gray. 

3.  Appointed  a  committee  for  revisinsr  the  commissions.  Commissions 

..  Tp  -  n     T  ••  m   •  revised  and 

4.  Approved  of  report  by  the  committee  finding  the  commissions  sufficient,      approved. 

5.  Accepted  the  excuse  of  Innerbervie  for  not  sending  a  commissioner.  Inverbervie. 

6.  Ordained  the  agent  to   put   the   acts   of  parliament,  privy  council,  and  Transgressors, 
burghs,  to  execution  against  certain  transgressors  of  the  observance  of  the  staple  ^^^V^^  P°''*- 
port. 

7.  The  convention  being  informed  that  the  sum  of  £10  allowed  the  burgh  of  Whithorne 
Whithorn  for  repair  of  their  harbour  had  not  been  so  employed,  ordained  the  agent  "^^''°"''- 
to  obtain  repayment  of  the  same. 

7  July  1680. 

8.  Exempted  the  burghs  of  Dingwall,  Nairne,  Tayne,  and  Cullen  from  attend-  Exemptions, 
ing  conventions  for  the  space  of  three  years. 

9.  Exempted  the  burgh  of  Sancquher  from  attending  conventions  for  one  Sanohquer, 
ygaj._  exemption. 

10.  Exempted   eight  burghs  from  payment  of  fines  for  ab.sence  from  last  Exemption 
general  convention.  *™™  '^"®^- 

11.  The  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Dundie,  and  seuerall  other  Caird  manu 
burghs,  reported  that  they  are  daylie  trubled  by  the  masters  of  the  caird  Leith. 
manufactorie    at  Leith  upon   pretence    their   merchands    should    sell   no 

cairds  hot  these  that  are  made  in  the  said  manufactorie,  and  that  their 
merchands  are  charged  to  give  their  oaths  thereanent,  and  that  they  fyne 
them  that  refuse  to  give  their  oaths,  the  convention  finding  that  it  is  a 
great  prejudice  done  to  the  saids  burghs  doe  therefor  appoynt  a  petition 
to  be  drawen  and  presented  to  the  exchequer  holding  furth  the  saids 
abuses  and  craving  redress  thereanent  and  that  some  effectuall  way  may, 
be  laid  doun  for  preventing  the  same  in  tyme  coming. 

12.  Remitted  to  next  general  convention  a  petition  of  the  burgh  of  Craill  Craill,petition. 
"  craveing  ane  supplie  in  regaird  of  their  great  povertie  and  decay  of  trade,  the 

ruin  of  their  harbor  and  want  of  their  comon  good." 


13.  Anent  the  petition  given  in  be  the  burghs  of  Anstruther  Wester  Anstmther 

Wester,  Kil- 
'  rennie. 


and  Kilrennie,  craveing  that  in  regaird  they  have  resigned  their  priviledges  j 
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Edinburgh. 
7  July  1680. 

Anstruther 
Wester,  Kil- 
rennie. 


Bridge  of  In- 
nerness. 


Briohen. 


Cromartie. 


Dysart,  com- 
mon good. 


Agents  ac- 
counts. 

Fines  for 
absence. 

Collectors,  etc. 
of  customs. 


of  royall  burrows  to  the  Kings  Majestie  and  that  the  parliament  hes 
appoynted  them  to  be  expunged  out  of  the  roll  of  the  burrows  and 
declaired  them  free  of  burdeens  with  the  burrows,  and  that  thairfor  they 
may  be  free  of  all  bygane  burdeen  imposed  vpon  the  said  burghs  con- 
forme  to  the  stent  roll,  and  that  since  the  tyme  of  the  resigning  their  privi- 
ledges,  the  convention  haveing  considered  the  said  petition  they  do 
appoynt  the  burghs  of  Dundee,  St  Andrews  and  Kirkcaldie  to  try  the 
condition  of  the  saids  burghs  and  what  comon  good  they  have  and  to  re- 
porte  to  the  nixt  generall  convention. 

14.  Recommended  to  the  whole  burghs  "  that  ane  speedie  collection  be  made 
towards  the  building  of  the  bridge  of  Innerness,  conforme  to  the  act  of  his 
Majesties  privie  councill." 

1 5.  The  commissioner  for  Briohen  presented  a  petition  referring  to  the  act 
of  convention  dated  10th  March  1668,  appointing  the  council  of  the  burgh  to  con- 
sist of  thirteen  persons,  and  craving  that  the  convention  would  add  two  or  three 
to  the  number  of  the  council.      [No  deliverance  is  recorded,  a  blank  being  left.] 

16.  Anent  the  petition  given  in  by  the  burgh  of  Cromartie  to  be  relieved  of 
bygone  burdens,  having  i-esigned  their  privilege  and  been  expunged  out  of  the 
roll  of  royal  burghs,  the  convention  appointed  the  commissioners  for  Innerness, 
Taine,  Dingwall,  Nairne  and  Elgin  to  report  as  to  the  condition  of  the  burgh. 

17.  In  terms  of  a  petition  of  the  burgh  of  Dysait,  the  convention  agreed  to 
concur  with  that  burgh  in  defence  of  actions  by  Sir  James  Cockburne  of  that 
Ilk,  for  himself  and  in  name  of  Lord  Sinclair,  "  quhairby  they  intend  by  reasone 
of  their  waik  and  mean  condition  at  present  to  take  away  their  hail!  comon 
good  which  consists  mainly  of  their  sea  porte  and  harbor  and  coraountie  of  their 
mure  wherin  hitherto  the  said  burgh  hes  been  in  peaceable  possession  without 
any  kynd  of  interruption  past  memorie  of  man." 

18.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts,  extend- 
ing to  £2935,  8s.  4d. 

1 9.  Ordained  the  agent  to  charge  each  of  those  burghs  absent  from  this  con- 
vention for  payment  of  £100  of  fine. 

,  20.  The  convention  resolved  to  petition  the  lords  of  his  Majesty's  exchequer 
that  the  collectors,  and  other  servants  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  customs,  be 
discharged  to  trade  during  their  charge. 


8  July  1680. 

21.  Agreed  to  concur  with  and  assist  Perth  and  other  burghs  in  pursuing  a 
larator  of  their  pr:'"'         •       •   •  ,  ,-,  „  .-,       , 

the  adjacent  villages. 


Privileges  of  _  .  „ 

burghs,  mea-     declarator  of  their  privilege  in  giving  out  the  measure  of  the  eln  and  weisrhts^to 
Bures,  weights.  .,,....,  °  °         °  ° 
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22.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  £600  contributed  towards  Edinburgh, 
the  expenses  of  Linlithgow  in  defence  of  an  action  at  the  instance  of  the  Duke  ^'^"^yl^^'^-    . 
of  Hamilton,  on  account  of  the  port  and  harbour  of  Blacknes.  Haok"^°"' 

23.  The  convention  appointed  a  letter  by  the  magistrates  of  Campheer  as  to  Conservator, 
the  conservator  to  be  sent  to  the  Duke   of  Lauderdale   to  be  perused  by  him,  Ws  Majesty.' 
together  with  a  letter  for  the  convention  desiring  his  grace  to  interpose  with  his 
Majesty  for  allowing  the  burghs  to  recommend  some  fit  person  to  be  conservator, 

"  which  letter  is  to  containe  the  burrows  heartie  thanks  for  his  Majesties  royall 
care  of  them  as  wes  signified  to  them  by  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Rothes,  lord  high 
chancellor  of  Scotland." 

24.  The    convention    considderins    the    great    burdeen    the    royall  Itnpnsitiong, 

1  1  111-  n      1  ■  ■    ■  ■  1  King  of  Den- 

burrows   lyes  under  by  tnair  payment   ot   the  great   impositions   imposed  mark. 

by  the  King   of  Denmark  upon  Scotts  victuall   exacted  from   merchands 

and  skippers  at  the  seuerall  ports   in  Norraway  and   other  ports  within 

the  said  Kings  dominions,  judge  it  fitt  that  ane  address  be  made  to  the 

Kings  Majestie  of  Britann  thereanent,  and  recommends  to  the  burgh  of 

Edinburgh,  Perth,  Aberdeen,  Dundie,  Glasgow,  Air,  Monross  to  considder 

upon  the  nature  of  the  address. 

25.  The  convention  considdering  that  the  coall  that  are  transported  Coallsnot 

r~i  ^  -iiiii  1,1  staple  como- 

to  (Jampheer  peyes  considderable  dewes  to  the  conservator  and  other  dews  ditie. 
as  if  they  wer  a  staple  comoditie,  doe  therefore  declaire  that  coalls  are 
no  staple  comoditie,  and  that  comoditie  is  free  of  all  the  saids  dews,  and 
discharges  the  conservator  or  any  other  who  exacts  the  saids  dews  upon 
coallis  as  staple  comoditie  to  exact  the  same  in  tyme  coming. 

26.  Appointed  a  letter  to  be  written  to  the  magistrates  of  Campheir  desiring  Cuningham, 
that  the  consigned  money  due  by  the  deceased  Thomas  Cunningham,  factor,  to  ''^°*™>  ™^i'" 
several  merchants  be  sent  to  Edinburgh. 

27.  The  Convention  modified  the  fines  imposed  for  absence  from  last  general  Fines  for 
convention  to  £25  each.  ''^'^'""'■ 

28.  Ordained  the  agent,  after  recovery  of  the  fines  for  absence,  to  pay  one-  Aberbroth, 
fourth  to  Aberbroth,  and  another  fourth  to  Northberwick  "  for  a  help  toward  the  ^"'■t^^^'erwick. 
helping  of  their  tolbooths  and  harbors." 

29.  The  commissioners  revived  all  acts  of  convention  made  against  transgres-  Transgressors 
sors  of  the  staple  port,  with  the  addition  that  "  each  skipper  that  shall  transporte  of  staple  port, 
staple  goods  to  any  porte  in  the  Netherlands  except  the   staple  porte  shall  be 

lyable  in  payment  of  ane  thousand  merks  and  the  merchand  in  tuentie  fyve  per 
cent  according  to  the  value  of  his  goods." 

30.  Appointed  the  provost  of  Edinburgh,  in  case  of  an  emergency,  to  call  a  Particular  con- 
, .      1  , .  vention. 

particular  convention. 
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Mmiross, 
Briohen. 

Air,  Irwing, 
localitie. 


Payments. 


Nixt  general 
conventiou. 


Ports  and  har- 
bors of  unfree 


places. 


31.  Appointed  the  agent  to  concur  with  the  burghs  of  Munross  and  Brichen 
"  in  defence  of  ane  persute  persewed  befor  the  lords  of  privie  councill  at  the 
instance  of  the  Earle  of  Southesk  against  them." 

32.  The  convention  haveing  heard  the  reporte  of  the  burgh  of  Air 
anent  the  shirriffdom  of  Air  their  imposeing  upon  the  burghs  of  Air  and 
Irwing  a  locality  of  corne  and  strae  contrare  to  all  law  and  custome, 
therefor  the  convention  appoyuts  their  agent  to  represent  this  matter 
in  name  of  the  burrows  to  his  Majesties  privie  councill  that  the  saids 
burghs  and  the  remanent  burrows  may  be  free  of  that  and  the  lyke 
burdeens_. 

33.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  Alexander  Gay  £100  Scots,  Thomas  Pirrie 
£50,  and  other  sums  to  the  post  and  servants. 

34.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting,  and  appointed  the  next  genei-al  conven- 
tion to  be  held  in  Edinburgh  in  July  1681. 

33.  The  convention  does  revive  all  former  acts  made  by  generall  and 
particular  conventions  quhairby  the  loading  and  livering  of  all  goods 
which  by  act  of  parliament  are  declaired  to  be  the  propper  subject  of 
the  trade  of  the  royall  burrows  is  discharged  to  be  at  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  burghs  of  barrony  and  regalitie  and  other  unfree  places,  and  dis- 
charges the  haill  burgesses  of  royall  burghs  to  load  or  liver  goods  elswhere 
bot  allenerly  at  the  ports  of  free  royall  burrows,  under  the  paine  of  fyve 
hundred  merks,  toties  quoties  ;  as  also  discharges  all  burgesses  of  royall 
burghs  to  keep  pairt  of  any  shipps  belonging  to  burghs  of  barronie 
and  regalitie,  under  the  penalty  forsaid ;  and  appoynts  the  magistratts  of 
each  burgh  to  make  acts  in  their  toun  councill  bookis  for  that  effect,  and 
ordaines  lettres  of  horning  to  be  direct  against  the  transgressoris  of  this 
present  act,  and  the  agent  to  putt  the  same  to  due  execution. 


Edinbukgh. 
25  July  1681. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  James  Eleeming,  Edward  Cleghorne  ;  Perth,  John  Glass  ; 
Dundie,  John  Scrimsour  ;  Aberdeen,  George  Skeen  ;  Stirling,  Eobert  Eussell  j 
Linlithgow,  Alexander  Milne  ;  St  Andros,  Mr  John  Assone  ;  Glasgow,  John 
Bell  ;  Air,  William  Cnnighame  ;  Haddington  n,  Mr  Harie  Cockburne  ;  Dysarte, 
John   Reddie  ;     Kirkcaldie,   John   Williamsone  ;     Munross,    Robert   Rennald  ; 
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Couper,  Patrick  Mortimer  ;  Anstruther  Eistei-,  Eobert  Anstrutlier  ;  Dnmfrees,  Edinburgh. 
Williara  Craik  ;  Innerness,  William  Duff ;  Bruntisland,  James  Dewar  ;  King-  25  July  1681. 
liorne,  Robert  Bruce  ;  Brichen,  David  Donaldsone  ;  Irwing,  James  Boyll ;  Jed- 
)>urgh,  Andrew  Ainslie  ;  Kirkcudbricht,  Samuel  Cairmunt  ;  Wigtoun,  William 
Coltrane  ;  Pittinweem,  George  Russell  ;  Dumfermling,  Andrew  Belfrage  ;  Sel- 
kirk, William  Scott  ;  Dumbartoun,  William  M'Farline  ;  Rhenfrew,  Robert 
Hall  ;  Dunbar,  James  Kellie ;  Lanerk,  William  Wilkie  ;  Aberbrotliock,  John 
Kidd  ;  Elgin,  John  FyfTe ;  Peibles,  William  Plenderleith  ;  Carraill,  George 
Moncreiff ;  Taine,  John  Forrester  ;  Culross,  George  Wilsone  ;  Bamff,  William 
Fyffe  ;  Whithoi'ne,  David  Forrester  ;  Forfar,  John  Carnegie  ;  Nairne,  Heugh 
Ross  ;  Forres,  Thomas  Urquhart  ;  Northberwick,  Charles  Maitland  ;  Cullen, 
James  Ogilvie  ;  Lauder,  Charles  Lauder;  Annan,  James  Oarruthers ;  Looh- 
maben,  John  Johnstoun  ;  Sanchquer,  Robert  Carmichaell  ;  Dingwall,  Donald 
Bayne;  Queensferrie,  James  Hill;  Innerarie,  William  Broun;  Forterose,  Robert 
Innes;  Cromertie,  William  Syme;  Kintoir,  John  Udny;  Innerurie,  John  Ander- 
sone;  Week,  Alexander  Mansonej  Kirkwall,  Dauid  Craigie;  Innerbervie,  Alex- 
ander Man;  Innerkeithing,  Anstruther  Wester,  Rothesay,  Rutherglen,  Kilrennie, 
Galloway  and  Dornoch  {bla7ik). 

25  July  1681. 

1 .  Sir  James  Dick  of  Preistfield,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.      Preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions.  Commissiong. 

3.  The  convention  resolved  unanimously  to  make  their  address  to  his  Aiidresa  to  the 
royall  highnes,  his  Majesties  hie  commissioner,  the  morrow  at  ten  o'cloack  sioner. 

in  the  foirnoone,  and  recommended  to  the  provest  of  Edinburgh  aftir  he 
had  in  name  of  the  royall  borrows  made  offer  of  their  cheerful!  and  heartie 
concurrence  to  what  should  be  propposed  in  this  ensueing  parliament  for 
secureing  the  interest  of  religion,  of  the  croun,  and  of  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom,  then  to  represent  the  heavie  prejudice  the  royall  burrows  lyes 
under  by  haveing  ther  priviledge  of  trade  communicate  to  the  burghs  of 
regality  and  barronie  and  by  erecting  the  fishing  companie. 

4.  The  convention  takeing  to  their  considderation  how  much  it  is  for  Parliament, 
the  honor  and  reputation  of  the  royall  burrows  that  their  commissioners  to  ryde. 
shall  ryde  at  the  doun  sitting  of  the  parliament  with   their   best  horses, 
furniture,   and  apparell,  therefor  they  ordaine  ilk   comissioner  that  does 

not  ryde  as  afoirsaid  shall  be  lyable  in  ane  penaltie  of  ten  punds  sterling 
to  be  payed  to  the  agent  which  he  is  hereby  impouered  to  exact  from  the 
burghs  sua  defi.cient  in  their  duetie. 

5.  The  convention   grants  pouer  and  warrand  to  the  provest  of  Edin-  Meeting. 
2  D 
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fs'jTi^'iesi     ^^^^S^  ^^   c^l'   them  togither  upon  any  emergent,   they  being   wairned 
— thereto  be  George  Moncurr,  burrow  officer. 

6.  Approved  of  report  by  committee  appointed  for  revising  the  commissions. 


Commissions. 


26  July  1681. 

Commissions  of  7.  Delayed  admitting  the  provost  of  Rutherglen  as  a  commissioner  till 
Eutherglen.  further  consideration,  and  rejected  the  commission  in  favour  of  David  Spence, 
clerk  of  Eutherglen,  "  in  respect  that  he  being  principall  clerk  of  the  said  burgh, 
it  is  against  the  constitution  of  the  burrows  to  admitt  him  to  be  ane  member  of 
the  convention,  albeit  he  be  upon  the  councill  of  the  said  burgh  and  serves  the 
office  of  clerkshipp  be  way  of  deputation." 


Priviledges  of 
burghs. 


Qualifications 
of  commis- 
sioners. 


Monopolie  of 
salt. 


4  August  1681. 

8.  The  convention  takeing  to  their  considderation  the  great  prejudice 
they  susteane  by  haveing  their  trade  communicate  to  burghs  of  barronies 
and  regalities,  as  lykwayes  be  erecting  the  late  fishing  companie  and 
senerall  other  encroatchments  made  upon  their  antient  priviledges,  therefor 
they  grante  full  pouer  and  comission  to  such  of  their  number  as  are  upon 
the  articles,  and  adds  to  them  the  comissioners  for  Perth,  Dundie,  Air, 
Haddingtoun,  Kirkcaldie,  Jedburgh,  Irwing,  to  consult  lawers  anent  the 
premises  and  to  take  tryell  if  it  be  fitt  to  motion  these  particulars  either 
joyntlie  or  seperatly  to  the  articles,  accordingly  as  their  lawers  shall  advyce, 
that  the  saids  matters  might  be  prosecute  with  all  diligence. 

9.  The  convention  appoynts  those  of  their  number  who  are  upon  the 
articles  to  crave  ane  ratification  of  parliament  of  the  act  at  Glasgow  in  the 
yeare  lC7o  anent  the  qualifications  of  comissioners  to  parliaments  [and] 
conventions  of  estates,  as  lykwayes  to  haue  the  act  of  parliament  anent 
arreistments  in  the  royall  burrows  to  be  cleared  in  seuerall  poynts,  and 
to  use  their  endeavouris  for  takeing  away  the  oaths  lying  upon  merchands 
anent  the  excyse  and  custome  of  their  goods. 

7  September  1681. 

10.  The  convention  haveing  considdered  a  petition  given  in  to  the 
articles  be  Duke  Hamiltoun  and  seuerall  other  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
anent  a  monoplie  of  inland  and  forraigne  salt,  they  resolve  unanimously 
to   oppose   the  same,   and  for  that  effect   impouers    the   comissioners  for 
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Perth,   Dundie,   Aberdeen,   Air,   Irwing,   Dumbartoun  and  Jedburgh   to  Edinburgh. 
consult  that  affaire  with  lawers,  and  to  present  the  reasons  against  it  to  iQ&i.  '^™  ^^ 
the  articles,  and  to  back  the  samen  with  their  solicitations  and  all  other 
exact  dilligence. 

1 1 .  Appointed  a  committee  to  consider  "  ane  draught  of  ane  act  of  parlia-  Staple  port, 
ment  anent  the  staple  porte." 

12.  There  being  a  petition  presented  by  the  chirurgions  against  the  patent  Patent  of 
of  phisitianis,  the  convention  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  how  far  the  royal  P'^'^''^^^'^- 
burghs  are  concerned  to  oppose  the  passing  of  the  patent. 

13  September  1681. 

1 3.  The  which  day,  aftir  the  provest  of  Edinburgh  had  represented  Privileges  of 
to  the  convention  that  as  tutching  the  priviledges   of  the  royall  burrows 

which  wes  greatly  retrinshed  by  the  act  1672  and  communicated  to 
burghs  of  regalities  and  barronies,  being  a  long  tyme  debated  befoir  the 
articles,  those  of  the  commissioners  of  the  burrows  which  are  upon  the 
articles  fand  that  these  concessions  which  were  concluded  there,  viz.,  that 
the  royall  burrows  wes  to  have  the  sol  benefitt  of  exporting  of  salmond, 
herring,  plaiding,  and  fingrams,  wes  not  satisfactorie,  in  respect  that  by 
accepting  thereof  there  wes  no  further  priviledge  to  be  granted  to  them 
as  to  the  importe,  which  wes  the  speciall  concerne  of  the  burrows,  then 
what  they  had  be  vertue  of  the  act  of  parliament  1672,  and  as  to  that 
which  wes  debated  in  the  articles,  viz.,  that  as  to  the  importe  the  burghs 
of  barronies  and  regalities  should  be  restricted  to  vend  and  sell  any  mer- 
chandice  which  they  importe  to  the  inhabitants  within  the  saids  regalities 
and  barronies  unless  upon  fairs  and  mercat  dayes,  it  wes  thought  that  the 
benefitt  of  the  importe  which  wes  to  be  given  to  the  royall  burrows  with 
the  said  exception  of  fairs  and  mercats  wes  bot  ane  further  strenthning 
of  the  said  act  1672,  and  further  restricting  of  the  burrows,  and  putting 
them  altogither  out  of  hopes  to  recover  their  antient  priviledges  which 
they  had  befoir  the  act  ]  672,  and  it  being  propposed  if  any  thing  should 
be  further  moved  at  this  session  of  parliament  concerning  tbe  restitution 
of  thair  priviledges  it  wes  concluded  that  the  provest  of  Edinburgh  and 
some  other  comissioners  of  the  burrows  should  make  address  to  his  royall 
highnes  to  know  what  might  be  expected  and  to  crave  in  their  names  the 
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Edinburgh. 
13  September 
1681. 

Act,  staple 
port. 


totall  rescission  of  the  said  act  1672,  or  otherwayes  all  things  relateing  to 
that  effaire  to  stand  in  statu  quo  untill  the  next  session  of  parliament. 

14.  The  act  anent  the  ratification  of  the  acts  of  burrows  anent  the 
observance  of  the  staple  port  being  redd  to  the  convention  it  wes  caried 
be  ane  vote  that  it  wes  not  fitt  to  present  that  draught  of  the  act  to  the 
articles  at  this  tyme,  whereupon  Perth,  Aberdeen  and  Dundie  protested 
that  they  may  not  be  lyable  to  the  observance  of  the  staple  porte  in  tyme 
coming.     [The  protest  is  recorded  after  the  minutes  of  this  convention.] 

15.  There  being  a  report  by  the  burgh  of  Dundee  anent  the  present  condi- 
tion of  Anstruther  Eister,  it  was  agreed  the  burgh  should  be  considered  at  next 
general  convention  and  have  an  ease  at  the  alteration  of  the  tax  roll. 

Agent  to  draw         10.  Appointed  the  agent  to  draw  an  act  to  be  presented  to  the  articles  for 
'^°*'  taking  off  £4  of  the  tun  of  wine,  as  to  the  oaths  of  merchants,  and  for  getting 

collectors  of  customs  and  others  discharged  from  trading. 

17.  Appointed  a  committee  to  audit  the  agent's  accounts. 

18.  Recommended  the  condition  of  St.  Andros,  Anstruther  Wester,  and 
Kilrennie  to  the  consideration  of  next  general  convention. 


Anstruther 
Eister. 


Agents 
accounts, 

St.  Andros, 
Anstruther 
Wester,  Kil- 
rennie. 


Agents 
accounts. 


Letter  to  his 
Majesty. 


Complent, 
Wigtoun 
against 
Stranraei-. 


19  September  1681. 

19.   Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts  extending 
to  £4340  Scots. 

20.  The  convention  appoynts  Edinburgh,  Lithgow,  Glasgow,  and 
Aberdeen  to  draw  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  his  Majestic  for  returning  thanks 
for  his  Majesties  most  gratious  letter,  and  therin  to  represent  the  great 
loss  and  prejudice  the  burrows  doe  susteane  by  the  comunication  of 
forraign  trade  to  the  burghs  of  regalities  and  barronies,  and  that  his 
Majestie  wold  take  the  same  to  his  gracious  considderation,  and  lykways 
the  breach  of  the  staple  porte  which  is  occasioned  thairby,  and  that  his 
Majestie  wold  be  pleased  to  allow  the  burrows  to  recomend  to  his  Majestie 
a  fitt  person e  to  be  conservator;  and  leaves  the  draught  of  the  said  letter  to 
them  which  is  to  be  subscrivit  be  the  provest  of  Edinburgh  as  preses  in 
name  of  the  burrows. 

21.  Ordained  the  burghs  of  Air,  Kirkcudbricht,  and  Whithoi-ne  to  report  to 
next  general  convention  on  a  "complent  given  in  be  the  burgh  of  Wigtoun  against 
the  toun  of  Stranraer  anent  the  prejudice  they  susteane  from  them  in  relation  to 
their  trade." 
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22.  T|ie  convention  appoints  the  agent  to  pey  to  Heugh  Stevinsone,  Edinburgh. 
under  clerk  of  the  .privie  councill,  ane  hundred  punds  Scotts,  for  his  pains  and  i^|^eptember 
attendance  in  relation  to  the  setling  of  the  trade  of  manufactories  and  other  Under  oierk  of 
good  services  done  be  him  to  the  burrows.  privie  oounoiu. 

23.  The  convention  appoynts  the  agent  to  represent  to  the  lords  of  *'^^?*<?'' °f  *^« 
his  Majesties  privie  councill  the  great  prejudice  the  burrows  susteans  be  "^"^^^  '^' 
the  master  of  the  revillis  in  his  chargeing  persons  upon  generall  letters  for 
playing  at  cairds  and  dyce,  and  that  it  may  be  discharged  for  the  future, 

and  to  report. 

24.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  Mr  Andrew  Forrester,  secretary  to  the  Duke  Duke  of 

of  Lauderdale,  £30  sterling  for  his  service  in  the  burghs'  affairs,  conform  to  act  ^^^^H^''^^'^ 
of  genera]  convention  in  July  1675.  ^'^'^™  ^^^' 

24(7.  The  convention  dischai'ged  "  any  fee  or  pension  to  be  payed  to  George  Cheyne, Broun. 
Cheyne  or  William  Broun,  their  late  agent,  in  tyme  coming." 

25.    The  convention  appoints  the  agent  to  concurre  with  the  burghs  Kintoir, 
of  Kintoir,  Innerurie,  and  Cromertie,  for  getting  them  continued  amongst  cro^rtTe. 
the  royall  burrows,  and  to  oppose  any  designe  or  endeavour  that  may  be 
used  in  the  contrare  as  being  a  generall  concerne  of  the  burrows. 

26.  Exempted  the  burghs  of  Week,  Lauder,  Kirkewall,  Kintoir,  and  Innerurie  Exemptions. 
from  attending  conventions  for  three  years. 

27.  Recommends  the  poor  condition  of  Dysarte  and  Week  to  the  considera-  Dysarte,Week. 
tion  of  the  next  general  convention. 

28.  Appointed  the  alteration  of  the  tax  roll  to  be  a  head  of  next  missive.        Tax  roll. 

29.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  fees  to  Alexander  Gay  and  others.  Payment  of 

30.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting,  and  appointed  the  next  general  conven-  jj    +   „ 
tion  to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1682.  tion. 

31.   The  convention  declairs  that  albeit  the  pro  vest  of  Edinburgh  did  Altering  dyett 
be  himself  alter  the  dyett  of  the  last  generall  convention  in  respect  the  °*  "^on^®"*™'- 
Parliament  did  ensue,  and  for  which  the  convention  did  return  him  thair 
thanks,  yet  the  samen  shall  be  no    preparative   quhairby  the  provest  of 
Edinburgh  may  alter  the  useuall  dyett  in  tyme  coming  except  when  the 
lyke  case  exists. 

The   commissioner  of  Haddington  protested  that  they  ought  not  to  be  liable  Protest, 
in  any  burden  or  imposition  at  this  convention,  "  in  respect  he  pretended  there  Haddington, 
wes  not  ane  sufficient  quorum  at  the  dissolving  of  the  convention." 
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Edinburgh. 
4  July  1682. 

Sederunt. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Archibald  Hamiltoun,  William  Borthuick  ;  Perth,  John  Glas  ; 
Dundie,  James  Fleschour;  Aberdeen,  Walter  Robertson;  Stirling,  Hew  Kennedy; 
Linlithgow,  Alexander  Mylne  ;  St  Andros,  Mr  John  Easone  ;  Glasgow,  Johne 
Bell ;  Air,  Yaplay  Robertson  ;  Haddingtoun,  Mr  Henry  Cockburne ;  Dysartt, 
John  Reddie ;  Kirkcaldie,  John  Williamsone  ;  Monross,  Robert  Reynald  ; 
Couper,  George  Manson  ;  Dumfrees,  John  Coupland  ;  Innerness,  William  Duff; 
Bruntisland,  Michaell  Seatone  ;  Innerkeithing,  Thomas  Wilsone  ;  Kinghorne, 
John  Bruce  ;  Brechen,  David  Donaldson ;  Irwing,  James  Boyll ;  Jedburgh, 
Andrew  Ainslie  ;  Kirkcudbricht,  John  Inglis ;  Wigtoun,  William  Coltrane ; 
Dumfermling,  William  Wacker  ;  Selkirk,  Andrew  Angus  ;  Dumbartoun, 
William  M'Farlane  j  Rhenfrew,  John  Love ;  Danbar,  James  Kellie ;  Lanerk, 
William  Wilkie ;  Aberbrothok,  Patrick  Seton ;  Elgin,  John  Fyff ;  Peebles, 
William  Plenderleith ;  Carraill,  George  Moncreiff;  Taine,  Alexander  Ross; 
Culross,  John  Helyday ;  Bamff,  William  Fyff ;  Whitthorn,  David  Forester ; 
Forfar,  John  Carnegie ;  Rothesay,  Mr  George  Cunighame ;  Forres,  Patrick 
Tulloch  ;  Rutherglen,  Robert  Bowman  ;  Northberwick,  Alexander  Home ; 
Cullen,  James  Lawtie ;  Sancquher,  Robert  Carmichell ;  Innerbervie,  Alexander 
Mann  ;  (nineteen  burghs  absent). 


Preses. 
Commissions. 

Address  to 
chancellor  and 
thesaurer. 


4  July  1G82. 

1 .  Sir  James  Fleeming,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  for  revising  the  commissions. 

3.  The  convention  finds  it  most  fitt  and  expedient  that  the  persons 
vpon  the  said  comittie,  and  such  other  comissioners  as  can  conveniently 
meett,  make  ane  address  in  name  of  the  burrows  to  the  lord  high 
chancellar  and  lord  high  thesaurer,  and  to  congratulate  his  Majesties 
happie  choyce  of  thair  lordships  to  those  offices  of  state. 


Test  sub- 
scrivit. 


5  July  1682. 

4.  The  whole  convention  of  burrows  did  take  the  test,  conforme  to 
the  additionall  act  made  in  the  late  session  of  parliament  thereanent, 
upon  their  knees,  and  thereftir  did  subscrive  the  samen  in  ane  paper 
apairt  which  lyes  in  reteniis  amongst  the  warrands  of  this  present 
convention. 
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5.   Approved  of  the  whole  commissions,  and  ordained  that  in  future  it  be  Edinburgh. 
inserted    in    the    commission   for   Lanark    that   the    commissioner   is    "  a   reall  5  July  1682. 
trafficqueing  merchand,"  and  the  commission  from  Rothesay   to   have  the  seal  Comissions 
of  the  burgh  appended.  approven. 

6.  The    convention    recomends    to    the    provest    of    Edinburgh    to  Burrows 
acquante  the  lord  high  theasurer  that  such  of  the  royall  burrows  as  are  ""i"®^' 
present  resolves  to  make  their  respective  eques   before   the  exchequer 

once  this  moneth  of  July  and  that  the  same  be  taken  off  thair  hands  as 
tymeous  payment. 

7.  There  wes  presented  and  red  ane  letter  from  the  Kings  Majestic  Election  of 
narrating  a  commission  to  be  conservator  to  Mr  James  Kenned  ie  and 
recommending  him  to  the  royall  burrovfs,  whereupon  the  convention 
appoynted  the  comissioners  for  Edinburgh,  Dundie,  Aberdeen,  Stirling, 
Linlithgow,  Glasgow,  Air,  Innerness,  Bruntisland,  and  Kirkcaldie,  to 
considder  what  interest  the  burrows  hes  in  the  nomination  and  election 

of  the  conservator  and  to  reporte,  with  pouer  lykwayes  to  the  saids 
comissioners  to  receave  information  from  Sir  James  Dick  what  progres 
is  made  in  relation  to  the  doun  getting  of  the  fyftie  solze  upon  the  tun 
of  Scotts  shipps  goeing  to  France,  and  to  reporte. 

8.  Ordains  the  alteration  of  the  taxt  roll  to  be  a  head  of  the  missive  Taxt  roll, 
of  next  generall  convention. 

6  July  1682. 

9.  The  convention  having  heard  the  reporte  of   the   comittie   con- •'^o*  ^nent  the 

^     .  .50  solze  on 

coming  the  foresaid  affaire  of  fyftie  solze  upon  the  tun,  and  the  particulars  the  tun. 
of  Sir  James  Dicks  diligence  lately  at  London  thereanent,  and  how  the 
same  wes  made  a  particular  instruction  to  the  lord  Prestoun,  ambassador 
to  the  Frensh  King,  and  that  they  had  given  the  said  Sir  James  their 
heartie  thanks  in  name  of  the  burrows  for  his  caire  in  that  matter,  the 
convention  approves  thereof  and  ordaines,  in  furder  prosecution  of 
that  affaire,  that  letters  be  written  to  his  royall  highnes  and  to  the 
Earle  of  Murray,  as  secretary,  and  to  the  said  ambassador  thereanent. 
[Ordained  the  sum  of  £300  sterling  to  be  advanced  to  any  person  the 
convention  shall  appoint  for  getting  the  impost  removed,  and  authorised 
the  next  particular  convention  to  augment  the  gratuity  to  any  sum  not 
exceeding  £4,500,  payable  when  the  impost  is  removed]. 
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Edikbuhgh. 
6  July  1682. 

Kennedy 
conservator. 


Particular 
convention. 


Salmond  uo 
staple  com- 
oditie. 


Lanerk,  fine. 


Anent  the 
masteris  of 
the  revellis. 


10.  The  gift  in  favors  of  Mr  James  Kennedie  of  the  ofiSce  of 
-  conservator,  granted  by  his  Majestie,  wen  unanimously  approven  of  by 
the  whole  convention,  under  protestation  of  reserving  the  burrows 
priviledges  of  choiseing  and  nominateing  ane  conservator  in  tyme  cuming 
as  accords  of  the  law,  as  is  contained  in  the  act  of  admission  of 
Sir  Patrick  Drummond  to  that  office ;  and  in  respect  of  his  absence 
ordains  commission  to  be  granted  for  takeing  his  oath  de  fideli  adminis- 
tratione  as  conservator,  and  that  ane  letter  be  written  to  him  in  ansuer 
to  his  direct  to  the  convention  requireing  his  presence  within  this 
kingdom  about  the  beginning  of  November  next  to  receave  his  instructions 
from  the  royall  burrows  ;  as  lykwayes  that  ane  other  letter  be  written  in 
ansuer  to  the  letter  direct  be  the  magistratts  of  Campheer  to  this 
present  convention;  both  which  letters  are  to  be  drawen  at  the  sight  and 
be  advice  of  the  foresaids  persons,  and  to  be  signed  by  the  provest  of 
Edinburgh  as  preses. 

11.  Appointed  a  particular  convention,  consisting  of  twenty-five  burghs,  to 
be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  November  next. 

12.  The  convention,  upon  good  and  weightie  considderations,  declairs 
that  salmond  is  and  shall  in  no  tyme  hereftir  be  repute  a  staple 
comoditie,  bot  yet  that  the  same  shall  be  subject  in  payment  of  the 
conservators  dews  as  formerly. 

13.  The  convention  agreed  to  concur  with  Lanark  in  soliciting 
the  lords  of  secreitt  councill  for  doun  getting  a  pairt  of  thair  lait  fine  of 
6000  merks  which  if  exacted  it  will  altogither  incapacitate  the  said 
burgh  from  being  ane  member  of  the  royall  burghs, 

14.  The  convention  taking  to  considderation  the  many  complents 
made  be  the  most  pairt  of  the  royall  burrows  against  Edward  and  James 
Funtains,  masters  of  the  revills,  upon  the  accompt  of  their  oppressing 
their  inhabitants  and  the  whole  cuntrie  by  charging  them  with  horning 
upon  their  playing  at  games,  such  as  cairds,  tables,  bullyearts,  and  the 
lyke  other  recreation,  which  the  convention  conceaves  is  not  compre- 
hended in  their  gift,  and  they  being  cited  did  appeare  before  the 
convention,  and  being  requyred  by  the  preses  whether  they  would  pas 
from  any  pretence  they  had  be  vertue  of  their  gift  for  exacting  of  money 
for  playing  at   tables,    cairds,    shool   boords,    and   the    lyke,  and  restrict 
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tlieraselfs   to   public  showes,    they  did    altogither  refuse,  whereupon  the  fyu]"*"  g™' 

convention  unanimously  have  resolved  to  petition  the  secreett  councill 

for  restricting  the  gift  in  maner  forsaid. 

15.    On  the  complaint  of  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  the  coDventiou  discharged  Kintoir, 
the  biu'ghs  of  Kintoir  and  Innerurie  from  gi-auting   burgess  tickets  to  persons  burgesses! 
not  resident  within  their  burghs,  and  conniving   with  them  by  suifering  them 
to  possess  the  privileges  of  burgesses  as  to  trafficking. 

1 6.  The    convention    haveing    taken    to    thair    considderation    the  Cromerti«, 
supplications     of    the     burghs    of    Cromertie,    Anstruther    Wester   and  Wester  and 
Kilrennie,  craveing  to  be  free   of  the   burrow  dues  and  to  be  expunged  ^^'■■^™'^- 
out  of  the  taxt  roll,  they  before  ansuer  to  the  saids  supplications  ordains 
information  to  be  taken   by  the  agent  concerning  the  state  and  condition 

of  the  saids  burghs  and  what  comou  good  or  burgage  lands  they  have,  to 
the  end  that  before  they  be  exeemed  of  the  burdeen  layd  on  them  as 
burghs  royall  that  they  dispone  their  common  good  and  burgage  lands 
in  favors  of  the  royall  burrows. 

17.  It    being  represented    to  the  convention  by  the  comissioner  for  Act  anent 


suspi 


jnders 


the  burgh  of  Couper  that  one  of  the  meanest  of  their  inhabitants  being  of  decreits 
fyned  in  a  small  soume  for  comitting  a  ryott  against  his  deacon  which  ''®^'^® 
he  had  suspended,  and  produced  ane  act  of  the  burrows  in  the  yeare 
1610  bearing  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  royall  burghs  who  should 
suspend  the  decreitts  and  sentences  of  their  magistratts,  and  if 
thereftir  the  letters  should  be  fund  ordorlie  proceeded  against  them,  that 
then  the  suspenders  should  loss  their  burgesship  and  be  fyned  in  the 
soume  of  ane  hundred  punds,  as  the  said  act  in  itself  more  fullie  bears, 
which  being  redd  and  considdered  be  the  convention,  and  finding  that 
in  sua  far  as  it  extends  to  ryotts  and  to  the  preservation  of  the  peace 
within  burgh  and  to  the  strenthning  of  the  lawes  of  the  magistratts  they 
be  thir  presentis  revives  and  renews  the  said  act  in  all  poynts  and 
ordains  the  same  to  be  ane  annuel  1  head  of  the  missive.  It  is  always 
hereby  declaired  that  this  present  act  shall  noways  be  extended  to 
particular  burgesses  being  persewed  at  the  instance  of  their  comburgesses 
in  civill  affairs  albeit  they  suspend  the  sentences  of  their  magistratts, 
which  is  entirely  reserved  to  them,  and  recomends  to  the  agent  to 
assist  the  said  burgh  of  Couper  in  obtaining  ane  decreit  against  the 
suspender  in  the  next  session, 

2  '  }. 


u 
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6  July  1682. 

St  Androis, 

Bysart, 

Pittenweem, 

Wigtoun. 

Merchands, 

Cuninghame, 

factor. 

Walker,factor, 


18.  Granted  to  the  burgh  of  St  Androis  600  merks,  and  to  the  burghs  of 
Dysart,  Pittenweem,  and  Wigtoun  100  merks  each  for  their  present  relief. 

19.  Appointed  the  money  consigned  by  the  widow  of  the  late  Thomas  Cum- 
inghame,  factor  in  Campheer,  in  the  hands  of  the  secretary  of  Campheer,  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  treasurer  of  Edinburgh  for  behoof  of  the  merchants  who  are 
creditors  of  Cuninghame. 

20.  The  convention  admitted  Alexander  Walker,  merchant  in  Aberdeen,  to 
be  factor  for  the  nation  at  the  staple  port  of  Campheer. 

21.  Remitted  to  next  particular  convention  consideration  of  a  petition  by  the 
burgh  of  Selkirk  to  be  discharged  of  the  fine  of  1000  merks  imposed  upon  them 
for  the  election  of  Sir  Patrick  Murray  to  be  their  commissioner  to  parliament. 

22,  23.  Remitted  to  next  general  convention  petitions  of  (1)  Forres  "  crave- 
ing  a  supplie  towards  the  building  of  ane  sufficient  tolbooth  or  prison,  the  build- 
ing of  their  bridge  and  repaireing  of  their  church,"  and  (2)  Sancquher  "  craveing 
some  supplie  for  repairing  of  their  bridge  and  tolbooth  and  putting  them  in  ^  con- 
ditione  to  continue  a  member  of  the  royall  burrows." 

24.  Exempted  the  burghs  of  Cullen,  Tayne,  Forres  and  Innerbervie  from 
attendance  at  convention  for  three  years. 

7  July  1682. 

25.  The  convention  takeing  to  considderation  that  albeit  the  mer- 
chands that  transports  coallis,  corns,  and  others  commodities  which  are 
not  staple  commodities,  to  Holland,  and  in  these  shipps  where  these 
goods  are  transported  tliey  doe  transporte  packs  of  goods  which  are  staple 
comodities  and  breaks  bulk  and  makes  vendition  thairof  without  owning 
the  staple  porte  in  the  leist,  farr  contrare  to  the  acts  and  statuts  of  the 
royall  burrowis  anent  the  staple  porte  and  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the 
burrows,  therfor  for  remeid  thairof  the  convention  doe  statute  and 
ordaine  that  quhatevir  staple  comodities  shall  be  transported  to  any  place 
in  the  7  provinces  in  any  shipp  where  unstaple  goods  are  directed  and 
disloadned  that  there  be  no  brecking  of  packs  of  the  saids  staple 
comodities  till  they  be  transported  to  the  staple  porte,  under  the  penaltie 
of  confiscation  of  the  ane  half  of  the  comodities  to  be  incurred  be  them, 
toties  quoties,  by  and  attour  the  certification  mentioned  in  the  act  of 
his  Majesties  privie  councill  anent  the  merchands  their  observance  of  the 
staple  porte. 

Payment  of  26.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  salaries  and  gratuities  to  Alexander  Gay  and 


Petition,  Sel- 
kirk. 


Petitions 

Forres, 

Sancquher. 


Exemptions. 


Goods  trans- 
ported to  Hol- 
land. 


other 


Contribution, 
Dumbartoun. 


27.   The  convention  haveing  considdered  the  petition  of  the  burgh 
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of  Dumbartoiin  and  ane  act  of  his  Majesties  privie  councill  appoynting  a  Edinburor. 
voluntar  contribution   for   building  a   stane    bridge  wpon   the  watter  of  —^ — ^-- 
Leven  near  Dumbartoun,  the  convention  doe  recomend  the  samen  to   the 
nixt  generall  convention. 

28.  Ordaned  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts  extending  Agents  ao- 
to  £2725,  15s.  Scots  and  directed  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  advance  out  of  their  """if*''  '^"■ 
missive  dues  certain  sums  due  to  the  clerk  and  other  servants  of  the  burghs. 

29.  The  convention  taking  to  their  considderation  that  the  Earle  of  Earie  of  Mur- 
Murray,  sole  secretary  of  state  for  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,   is   in   ane  court. 

fitt  and  suteable  capacitie  to  doe  good  ofSces  to  the  royall  burrows,  and 
sieing  the  agents  place  to  the  burrows  is  now  vaccand  through  the  Duke 
of  Lauderdale  his  voluntar  dimission  of  the  secretars  office  in  favors  of 
the  said  Earle  and  by  lyeing  himself  asyde  from  negotiating  the  bur- 
rovvis  affairs,  therefor  the  convention  be  thir  presentis  make  and  con- 
stitute the  sad  Earle  of  Murray  to  be  thair  agent  at  court  during  thair 
pleasur  and  allowes  to  him  ane  pension  of  tuo  thousand  merks  yeirlie  to 
be  payed  by  thair  agent  in  the  samen  way  and  manor  as  it  wes  payed  to 
the  Duke  of  Lauderdale. 

30.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  the  next  general  conven-  Next  conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1683. 

31.  Appointed  the  burghs  of  Dundie,  St  Androis  and  Montrose  to  visit  aud  Can-aill. 
report  upon  the  true  state  and  poor  condition  of  Carraill. 

On   complaint  made  against  James   Somervell,   usher  to  the  exchequer,  he  Somen'ell, 
appeared   and   "  declaired   that  he  never   gave   ordor  to    exact  any   impost   for  usher  to  ex- 
brandie,  and  restricted  himself  to  four  pund  upon  the  tun  of  Frensh  wyne  and 
butt  of  seek,  and  promist  nevir  to  exact  any  such  impost   upon  brandie  in  tyme 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Archibald  Hamiltoun,  William  Borthwick  ;  Perth,  Patrick  Hay  ;  |°™°M^^g'^g|- 
Dundie,  John  Scrimsour ;  Aberdeen,  Walter  Eobertsone  ;  Stirling,  Heugh  Ken-  sederunt, 
nedie  ;  Linlithgow,  Alexander  Milne  ;  St  Androis,  Mr  John  Easone ;  Glasgow, 
John    Barnes ;    Air,   William    Birsbane ;    Haddingtoun,  Mr  Harie  Oockburn ; 
Dysarte,  John  Reddie ;  Kirkcaldie,  John  Williamsone  ;  Montross,  John  Coutts  ; 
Couper,  Andrew  Glusfoord  j    Dumfrees,   William    Eingas ;    Innerness,  William 


'M)  Convention  of  Royal  Burglis. 

Edinburgh.      Duff;   Bruntisland,   Mioliael  Seattoun  ;    Innei-keitliing,   Alexander  Andersone  ; 

'     ">'''•■ Kinghorne,  Eobert  Bruce  ;   Irwing,  James  Boyll  ;  Wigtoun,  William  Coltrane  ; 

Dumfermling,  Robert  Walwood ;  Selkirk,  Audrow  Angus ;  Ehenfrew,  John 
Finnie ;  Dunbar,  James  Kellie ;  Lanerk,  James  Weir ;  Aberbrothook,  John 
Kidd  ;  Elgin,  Alexander  Russell ;  Peibles,  John  Hope  ;  Carraill,  George  Mon- 
creiff ;  Culrosa,  James  M'Kie  ;  Bamff,  William  Fyffe  ;  Forfar,  John  Carnegie  ; 
Forres,  Mr  James  Smith  ;  Eutherglen,  Andrew  Harvie  ;  Nortliberwick,  Charles 
Maitland  ;  Sancquher,  Eobert  Carmiohaell  ;  Queensferrie,  James  Hill ;  Stran- 
rawer,  Alexander  Patersone ;   (twenty-seven  burghs  blank). 


PrfSC3. 


3  July  1683. 

1.   Sir  James  Fleeming,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

Test  suorn.  2.  The  commissioners  "  did  sueare  the  test  conforme  to  the  usewall  manner 

and  thereftir  .subscrivit. " 

Comiesion.s.  3.   Appointed  a  committee  for  revising  the  commissions. 

^^'allace,  di-  4.    Compeared  Hengh  Wallace,  his  Maiesty's   cash   keeper,  and  resigned  his 

niitted  office.         „  .   ^     ^i  i  ,  , 

omce  as  agent  to  the  royal  burghs. 

E^phingstoiin,  ^    iji]^g  convention  appointed  Mr  James  Elphingstoun,  writer  to  his  Majesty's 

signet,  to  be  agent  for  the  royal  burghs. 

Represent.n-  g_  Compeired  Mr  James  Kennedie,  present  lord  coDservator,  and  repre- 

tutn.Keimedie,  ^  ...       ^ 

conservator.  sBiited  that,  conforme  to  his  Majesties  gift  of  the  said  office  and  the  royall 
burrows  approbation  thairof,  he  had  actuallie  exercised  in  the  said  office 
as  conservator  at  the  Scotts  staple  port  at  Campheer  for  a  considerable 
tyme,  and  gaue  ane  learge  and  full  accompt  of  the  present  state  and  con- 
dition of  the  said  staple,  and  condiscended  vpon  seuerall  particulars 
wherein  he  had  advanced  the  interest  of  the  staple  and  for  encuradgement 
of  trade,  and  how  it  wes  now  in  ane  more  floorishing  condition  then  it 
had  been  thir  tuentie  years  past,  and  that  it  wes  lyk  day  lie  to  aduance 
more  and  more  to  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  improvement  of  the  trade, 
and  how  he  had  setled  all  the  members  necessar  for  the  conservators 
court,  as  lykwayes  represented  the  condition  of  the  poores  box  and  what 
money  belonged  to  it  on  stock,  and  how  he  had  placed,  with  consent  of 
some  of  the  burrows,  Mr  Mathew  Lumsdale  to  be  keeper  of  the  conserjarie 
hous,  as  lykwayes  his  diligence  concerning  the  consigned  money  belong- 
ing to  the  creditors  of  Mr  Thomas  Cunigham,  and  in  getting  up  tlie 
registers  belonging  to  the  conservatorie  office,  and  his  endeavouring  to 
gett  the  prohibition  of  the  Scotts  coall  from  coraeing  to  Amsterdam  re- 
moved ;    after    which   representation  made    be  the   lord    conservator  and 
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reading  of  the  missive  letter  direct  from  the  magistratts  of  Campheer  to  ^i^™^^^™- 
the  comissiouers   of   burrowes,   and  the  attestation    under    the    hands    of 


seuerall  Scotts  men  in  Holland  confirming  the  forsaid  accompt  given  be 
him,  the  present  convention  unanimouslie  approved  thereof  and  gave  him 
thair  most  humble  thanks  for  his  extraordinar  caire,  pains,  and  asseduitie 
in  the  forsaid  particular,  and  hereby  recommends  to  him  to  prosecute 
what  of  the  saids  particulars  is  not  as  yett  fullie  ended  to  ane  finale 
setlement  thereof. 

7.  Allowed  to  James  Kennedie,  conservator,  £250  sterling  in  satisfactiou  of  Conservator, 
his  expenses  and  pains  in  settling  of  the  staple  port  and  his  voyages  and  journeys  £250. 

in  England,  Scotland,  and  several  places  in  the  Low  Countries. 

8.  Henry  Wilkie,  late  conservator,  not  having  delivered  up  the  bonds  be-  'W'llkie,  late 

coiissrviifaor 

longing  to  the  poor  at  Campheer,  the  convention  rescinded  the  19th. act  of  the 
general  convention  in  July  1677  allowing  him  £200  in  payment  of  expenses. 

9.  On  a  report  by  the  committee  appointed  for  revising  the  commissions  Report  on 
the  convention  rejected  that  of  Forres  as  the  commissioner  was  not  an  actual  comissions. 
residenter. 

10.  There  was  red  in  presence  of  the  convention  ane  letter  direct  Letter,  magis- 
from  the  magistratts  of  Campheer  to  the  royall  burrows  wherein  they  p^'g/*  '^"■™" 
crave,  first,  that  no  passis  or  coquetts  be  given  to  any  other  porte  in  the 
Netherlands  bot  to  Campheer  ;  item,  that  the  selling  of  all  staple  goods 
should  be  at  Campheer  and  no  conditional!  bargane  should  be  made  there 
either  by  the  merchands  or  their  factors  upon  pleasure  of  the  buyer  ;  and, 
last,  that  salmond  and  lead  ur  should  be  declaired  staple  comodities.  As 
to  the  first  poynt,  the  convention  declairs  that  no  passis  or  coquetts  aught 
to  be  given  to  shipps  carieing  staple  comodities  to  any  porte  in  the 
Netherlands  bot  to  Campheer,  and  ordainis  everie  particular  royall  burgh 
to  observe  the  same  ;  and  as  to  the  second  poynt,  the  convention  consid- 
dering  that  it  is  ane  great  advantadge  for  holding  tip  the  true  value  of  their 
staple  comodities  that  the  samen  should  not  be  offered  to  any  buyer  out 
of  the  toun  of  Campheer,  bot  that  the  Hollanders  or  any  others  in  the 
Low  Cuntries  who  hes  a  mynd  to  buy  any  staple  comodities  come  to  the 
toun  of  Campheer  and  make  bargane  for  the  same  upon  the  place,  which 
will  lay  a  necessitie  upon  the  buyer  to  make  bargane  at  Campheer,  and 
not  to  slight  the  saids  goods  by  haveing  them  offered  to  them  at  the 
place  where  the  buyer  reseeds,  and  considdering  that  it  is  a  great  dis- 
paradgement  to  these  goods  that  buyers  should  make  bargane  to  send 
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Edikburgh. 
3  July  1683. 

Letter  magis- 
trats  of  Cam- 
pheer. 


back  the  goods  from  the  place  they  reseed  to  Campheer  in  case  they  doe 
not  pleas  them,  therefor  they  discharge  in  all  tyme  coming  any  such  con- 
ditional! barganes  to  be  made  be  the  owners  of  the  saids  goods  or  his 
factor,  and  in  case  the  factor  be  guiltie  of  makeing  any  such  conditionall 
bargane  the  convention  declairs  the  same  to  be  ane  malversation  of  his 
office  for  which  he  should  be  deprived  or  suspended  from  his  office  be  the 
conservator ;  and  as  to  the  last  poynt  concerning  salmond  and  lead  ur, 
the  convention  is  not  cleare  to  declaire  the  salmond  to  be  a  staple 
comoditie  inrespect  it  is  perishable,  bot  in  case  that  comoditie  of  salmond 
shall  happen  to  come  to  Campheer  that  the  same  enjoy  the  benefitt  of  a 
staple  comoditie,  and  the  convention  recomends  to  the  conservator  to  deal 
with  the  magistratts  of  Campheer  to  dispense  with  salmond  to  goe  to  any 
other  porte  in  the  Netherlands  alsweell  as  to  the  toun  of  Campheer ;  and 
as  to  lead  ur,  the  convention  declairs  it  is  not  in  their  pouer  to  regulate 
that  comoditie  inregaird  the  same  is  transported  by  noblemen  and 
gentlemen  in  Scotland  be  vertue  of  previous  barganes  made  with  other 
Hollanders  then  these  that  reseeds  at  Campheer.  And  ordains  the 
provest  of  Edinburgh  to  writt  in  name  of  the  burrows  ane  ansuer  to  the 
magistratts  of  Campheer  of  the  substance  and  to  the  effect  forsaid. 


Kennedy, 
conservator. 


11.   The  convention  revived  the  act  made  in  favor  of  Mr  James  Kennedie, 
conservator,  at  the  last  general  convention  in  July  1682. 


Conservator.  !£.    The  Convention  earnestly  recomends  to  the  conservator  to  use  his 

exact  diligence  and  endeavors  in  recovering  the  Scotts  poores  money 
imbazled  by  Henrie  Wilkie  and  the  kirk-session  of  Campheer  ;  as  lyk- 
wayes,  the  convention  recommends  to  him  to  procure  some  mentinance  for 
the  reader,  scoolmaster,  and  scoolmistres  at  Campheer  out  of  the  poores 
box,  and  that  ay  and  while  some  other  found  be  layd  doun  for  their 
mantinance  ;  and  siclyke,  recomends  to  the  conservator  that  he  take  als 
exact  nottice  of  the  staple  goods  imported  by  the  burghs  of  regalities  and 
barronies  as  these  that  are  exported  by  the  royall  burrows,  to  the  effect 
all  staple  comodities  may  be  brought  to  the  staple  porte  conforme  to  his 
Majesties  poclamation  made  thereanent. 


housr^^'^'"  ^^'  -^'^™'*^*®'^   Mathew  Lumsdale,  skipper,  to  be  master  of  the   consergerie 

house  at  Campheir,  in  place  of  the  deceased  Alexander  Forbes. 
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4    July    1683.  Edinburgh. 

•'  i  July  1683. 


1  4.  For  securing  uniformity  of  measures,  the  convention  ordained  the  burgh  Uniformity  of 
of  Linlithgow  to  report  yearly  to  the  convention  what  burghs  have  not  taken  a  measures, 
set  of  measures,  and  any  burgh  refusing  to  be  liable  for  £36  Scots  for  the  set 
besides  such  penalty  as  the  convention  shall  impose. 

15.  Anent  the  petition  given  in  be  Alexander  Patersone,  merchand,  stanraer 
comissioner  for  the  burgh   of  Stanraer,  mentiomng  that  quhair  the  said  royaii  burgh. 
burgh  wes  erected  in  a  royall  burgh  by  King  James  the  Sext  in  the  yeare 
[1617*],  conforme  to  thair  chartor  of  erection,  and  being  trubled  by  the 

burgh  of  Wigtoun  either  to  beare  ane  pairt  of  their  burdeen  or  inroU 
themselfs  amongst  the  free  burrovs^s  they  choised  rather  to  cast  themselfs 
upon  the  favour  and  discretion  of  the  royall  burrows  then  to  haue  any 
dependance  upon  the  burgh  of  Wigtoun,  therefor  craveing  that  the  said 
burgh  might  be  inrolled  among  the  royall  burrows  ;  which  petition  with 
the  forsaid  gift  being  duelie  considdered  they  haue  in  one  voice  ordained 
the  said  burgh  to  be  inrolled  amongst  the  number  of  the  royall  burrows 
of  this  kingdom  conform  to  the  tenor  of  their  erection,  and  be  thir 
presentis  accepts,  receaues,  and  inrollis  the  said  burgh,  and  ordains  them 
to  have  place  conform  to  thair  inroUment,  and  ordains  the  said  burgh  to 
send  with  their  comissioner  to  the  next  generall  convention  their  oblidge- 
ment  for  keeping  of  the  generall  and  particular  meettings  of  the  burrow.s 
quhairunto  they  shall  be  wairned,  and  for  obaying  of  all  acts  and  ordi- 
nances alredy  made  or  to  be  made  be  the  burrows,  and  for  herring  of  all 
burdeens  that  shall  be  imposed  \ipon  them  by  the  rest  of  the  burrows 
according  to  their  proportion  of  the  taxt  roll,  and  in  assisting  and  main- 
taining the  burrows  just  liberties  and  priviledges  according  to  thair  pouer 
and  abilitie  ;  wherupon  the  said  Alexander  Patersone  tooke  instruments 
and  oblidged  him  to  send  in  the  forsaid  band  to  the  next  generall  conven- 
tion for  fullfilling  of  the  premisses,  and  soleame  suore  the  test  and  sub- 
scrivit  the  sameu. 

16.  The  convention  appoynts  ane  particular  convention,  consisting  of  Particular 
tuentie-fyve  burghs,  to  be  called  by  the  lord  pro  vest  of  Edinburgh  anent 

the  carieing  on  the  designe  of  the  50  solze  upon  the  tun  which  is 
presentlie  in  agitation  by  the  Lord  Prestoun,  ambassador  from  his  Majestie 
to  the  Frensh  King,  as  lykwayes  anent  any  other  emergent  and  important 

1  The  charter,  which  is  dated  24th  July  1617,  is  recorded  in  the  Registrum  Magni  Sigilli, 
lib.  xlviij,  No.  286. 


5  July  1683, 
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Edinburgh,     aftaire  concerning  the  royall  burrows,   and   that  when    the   lord    provest 


shall  see  caus  for  that  effect. 


Taxt  roll 
altered. 


5  July  1683. 

17.  [After  considering  a  report  by  a  committee,  the  convention  altered 

the  taxt  roll  and  established  the  same  as  follows  : — J 
Lib. 


Edinburgh 

Perth 

Dundie 

Aberdeen 

Stirling     . 

Linlithgow 

St  Andros 

Glasgow   . 

Air  . 

Hadingtoun 

Dysarte    . 

Kirkcaldie 

Montross 

Con  per 

Anstruther  Eister 

Dumfrees 

Innerness 

Bnintisland 

Innerkeifching    . 

Kingliorne 

Brichen    . 

Irwing 

Jedburgh 

Kirkcudbricht  . 

Wigtoun 

Pittinweem 

Dunfermling 

Anstruther  Wester 

Selkirk     . 

Dumbartoun 

Ehenfrew 

Dunbar 

Lanerk 


Dissent,  Glas- 
ifow,  &c. 


33 
3 
5 
6 
1 
1 
1 

15 
1 


s. 
6 
17 
0 
0 
16 
10 
4 
0 
14 
1  12 
0  10 
3  3 


18 

0 

4 

13 

16 

3 

8 

9 

11 

18 

18 


0  16 
0  8 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0  8 
0  12 
0  12 


7 
16 

5 
13 
10 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
8 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Aberbrothock 

Elgin 

Peibles 

Carraill     . 

Taine 

Culross 

Bamff 

Whitthorn 

Forfar       . 

Rothesay 

Nairne 

Forres 

Eutherglen 

Northberwick 

CuUen      . 

Lauder 

Kilrennie 

Annan 

Lochmaben 

Saucquher 

Galloway  . 

Dingwall  . 

Dornoch  . 

Queensferrie 

Forterose 

Cromartie 

Kintoir     . 

Innerurie 

Week        . 

Kirkwall 

Innerbervie 

Stanraer  . 


Lib. 

s. 

D. 

0 

9 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

4 

0 

10 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

and  Elgin,  before 


18.   The  commissioners  for  Glasgow,  Kirkcaldie,  Montrc 
the  alteration  of  the  tax  roll   being  agreed  to,  dissented  from   laying  any  farther 
burden  on  their  respective  bui-j;hs. 
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19.   It  being  represented  to  the  comittie  be  Robert  Jollie,  merchand  Edinburgh. 

in  (blank),  that  he  haveing  exported  from  Scotland  severall  goods  of  the — '^ '—- 

product  of  this  kingdom  to  the  city  of  Hamburgh  he  wes  impeded  to  withHamburg. 
make  seal  thereof,  he  not  being  a  member  of  the  English  societie,  who 
by  the  42  article  of  the  contract  betuixt  the  senators  of  the  said  citie  and 
them,  dated  in  anno  1618,  are  alledged  to  be  debarred  as  being  subjects 
of  the  King  of  England,  whereas  the  contract  cannot  debarre  the  mer- 
chands  in  Scotland  from  making  seal  of  their  goods  at  Hamburgh  of  the 
product  of  this  Kingdom,  they  not  being  subjects  of  England,  and  that 
the  merchants  in  Scotland  being  nowayes  concerned  with  the  forsaid 
contract  ought  to  have  the  freedom  to  transporte  and  make  seal  of  their 
goods  in  Hamburgh,  and  therefor  craving  what  is  fitt  to  be  done  for 
getting  the  said  prohibition  taken  off  and  preventing  the  lyke  prejudice 
the  merchands  in  Scotland  might  susteane  in  tyme  coming,  it  being  a 
generall  concerne  of  the  haill  royall  burrows ;  the  convention  thinks  fitt 
that  the  lord  chancellor  be  acquainted  with  the  matter  and  that  the  lord 
provest  of  Edinburgh  writt  a  letter  in  name  of  the  burrows  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state  for  procuring  a  letter  from  his  Majestie  to  the  city  of  Ham- 
burgh for  obtaining  freedom  to  the  merchands  of  this  kingdom  to 
transporte  their  goods  to  the  city  of  Hamburgh  and  make  seal  thairof 
upon  the  considderation  the  saids  merchands  are  not  subjects  of  England 
and  are  noways  concerned  in  the  said  contract,  and  als  that  the  lord 
provest  of  Edinburgh  deall  with  the  chancellor  to  writt  a  letter  to  his 
royall  highnes  for  that  effect. 

20.  Ratified  and  approved  gift  of  the  clerkship  of  Jjinlithgow  in  fitvor  of  f'!'^^^?J>'P  °^ 
William  Bell  ad  vitam  aut  culpam,  dated  2d  October  1682. 


Linlithgow. 


21.  The  convention  takeing  to  considderation  that  the  alteration  of  ^axt  roll, 
the  taxt  roll  hes  been  thir  severall  years  past  ane  constant  head  of  the 
missive  and  that  there  hes  been  severall  attempts  to  alter  the  same  bot 
did  not  take  effect  nor  come  to  a  true  maturitie  and  rippenes  untill  it 
wes  considdered  by  this  present  convention,  and  considdering  that  there 
is  als  generall  a  satisfaction  given  to  the  royall  burrows  as  could  be 
reasonablie  be  expected  albeit  it  be  not  in  the  pouer  of  any  human  judica- 
torie  to  satisfie  and  pleas  all  concerned,  and  to  the  effect  that  the  royall 
burrows  may  meett  at  thair  conventions  with  all  love,  peace,  and  concord 
2  F 


42 


Convention  .of  Royal  Burghs. 


EniNBiTuaH. 
5  July  1683. 

Taxt  roll. 


amongst  themselfs  when  their  particular  interests  is  layd  asyde  such  as 
the  alteration  of  the  taxt  roll  which  hes  these  many  years  bygane  proven 
the  bond  of  a  contention  amongst  the  royall  burrows  to  their  no  small 
disturbance,  therefor  the  convention  enacts  and  ordains  that  the  alteration 
of  the  taxt  roll  shall  not  be  ane  head  of  the  missive  for  fyve  years  to 
come  aftir  the  date  hereof  bot  shall  altogither  be  holden  out  and  not 
insert  in  the  generall  missive  during  the  said  space. 


6  July  1683. 


^ 


Burghs  of 
barony  and 
regality. 


Act  anent 
Selkirk's  fine. 


Defence  of 
priveledges. 

Northberwick, 

Arbroath, 

£400. 

Burghs  absent. 

Diligence, 
transgressors 
of  staple  port. 
Merchands, 
Cuninghame, 
factor. 
Agents  ac- 
compts  fitted. 

A  dress  to 
ch.ancellor  and 
thesanrer. 


Paying  of  the 
sorvands. 

Kext  conven- 
tion. 

Brown,  late 
agent. 


22.  The  convention  passed  an  act  against  loading  and  delivering  of  goods  at 
any  other  ports  than  the  ports  belonging  to  royal  burghs,  and  against  burgesses 
of  royal  burghs  being  partners  in  ships  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  burghs  of 
barony  and  regality  and  other  unfree  places. 

23.  The  burgh  of  Selkirk  having  paid  £1050  Scots  in  part  payment  of  fines, 
the  convention  discharged  them  of  the  remainder,  "  and  in  regaird  of  the  said 
burghs  poore  condition  and  the  singularness  of  the  case,  appoynts  their  condition 
to  be  presented  to  the  next  generall  convention." 

24.  Instructed  the  agent  "to  assist  any  particular  burgh  that  shall  apply 
themeselfs  to  him  whenevir  any  of  their  priveledges  are  encroached  upon." 

25.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  out  of  the  first  end  of  the  fines  he  shall 
receive  £400  Scots  allowed  the  burghs  of  Northberwick  and  Arbroath  by  the 
28th  act  of  the  convention  held  in  July  1680. 

26.  Excused  the  burghs  of  Dumbartoun  and  Kirkcudbrioht  for  not  attending 
this  convention  and  fined  the  other  burghs  absent  in  £100  each. 

27.  Ordained  diligence  to  be  proceeded  with  against  transgressors  of  the 
staple  port,  to  the  end  that  the  expenses  already  incurred  may  be  recovered. 

28.  The  convention  again  desired  the  money  consigned  as  mentioned  in  the 
19th  act  of  last  general  convention  to  be  transmitted  to  Edinburgh. 

29.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts  extend- 
ing to  £3778,  2s.  Scots. 

30.  The  convention  ordained  "  ane  adress  to  be  made  to  the  lord  chancellor 
and  lord  high  theasurer  anent  the  prejudice  the  royall  burrows  susteans  by  unfi'ee 
places  ;  as  lykways  to  recomend  the  conservator  to  them  for  a  pension  to  be 
obtained  from  his  Majestic  as  conservator." 

30a.  Appointed  the  agents  to  pay  certain  sums  to  Alexander  Gay  and  other 
servants. 

31.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  next  general  convention  to 
be  Iield  at  Edinburgh  in  July  next. 

32.  Granted  warrant  to  William  Brown,  late  agent,  to  take  proceedings  for 
recovery  of  £4572  Scots  of  bygone  missive  dues  and  fees  payable  to  him. 
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33.   It  being  represented   to  the  lord  conservator,  who  wes  present  at  Edinbukgh. 
the  convention,   that  the  Scotts    coall   transported  to  Flanders  being  in  ^    "  y    '    ■ 


custome  to  pey  the  conservators  dewes  wes  notwithstanding  trubled  for 
payment  of  dewes  to  the  English  consul,  which  is  double  dewtie,  after 
which  representation  the  conservator  did  freely  and  willingly  engadge  to 
relieve  all  Scotts  coall  paying  dewes  to  him  from  payment  of  any  furder 
dewtie  either  to  the  English  consul  or  any  uthers. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  edinbukgh. 

1  July  ltj84. 

Edinburgh,  Charles  Murray,  William  Watsone  ;  Perth,  Patrick  Hay ;  Sederunt. 
Dundie,  John  Scrimseur ;  Aberdeen,  David  Adie  ;  Stirling,  Robert  Russell  ; 
Linlithgow,  Alexander  Heilsone  ;  St.  Andres,  Mr  John  Eassone  ;  Glasgow,  John 
Barns  ;  Air,  William  Birsbane  ;  Haddingtoun,  John  Sleich  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Mathew 
Andersone  ;  Monross,  Robert  Rennald  ;  Couper,  Thomas  Lockheart ;  Dumfrees, 
John  Irwing ;  Innerness,  William  Duffe  ;  Bruntisland,  Michael  Seattoun ; 
Innerkeithing,  Robert  Bairdie  ;  Kinghorne,  Robert  Bruce ;  Brichen,  David 
Liddell  ;  Irwing,  James  Boyll  ;  Jedbui-gli,  Andrew  Ainsly  ;  Kircudbright,  John 
Inglis  ;  Wigtoun,  William  Coltrat  ;  Dumfermling,  Andrew  Belfrage  ;  Selkirk, 
William  Wauch  ;  Dumbartoun,  Mr  James  Smallet  ;  Rhenfrew,  Robert  Hall  ; 
Dunbar,  James  Smith  ;  Lanerk,  James  Weir  ;  Aberbrothock,  Patrick  Stevia  ; 
Elgin,  John  Fyffe  ;  Peebles,  John  Hope  ;  Carraill,  William  Crawfoord  ;  Culross, 
James  M'Kie ;  Bamff,  William  Fyffe  ;  Forfar,  John  Carnegie  ;  Rutherglen, 
Andrew  Harvie  ;  Northberwick,  Charles  Maitland  ;  Queensferrie,  James  Hill  ; 
Stranraer,  Patrick  Patersone.      (Twenty-six  burghs  absent). 

1    July  1684. 

1.  George  Drummond  of  Milnenab,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.  The  commissioners  "  did  suear  the  test  couforme  to  the  usewall  manner,  Test. 
and  thereftir  subscrivit  the  same." 

3.  Approved  of  report  by  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  commissions.  Commissions. 

4.  Accepted  excuses  sent  by  several  burghs  for  absence.  Absent  burfths. 

2  July  1684. 

5.  Remitted  to  a  committee  "the  consideration  of  the  sevei-al  heads  of  the  Committee, 
missive    together    with    the   whole  bills    and   petitions   to  be  presented  to   the 
convention." 
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Act  allowing 
Selkirk  1000 
merks. 


Em>'BUHQH.  4,  July   1684. 

i  July  1684.  -^ 

Master  of  the         G.   The  Convention  being-  fuUie  informed   that  the  master  of  the  revills 

11 

■"^^  '■  hes    extended    his    gift  from   his   Majestie    farder  then  he    is   warranted 

thairby,  and  of  the  many  charges  of  homing  given  to  the  inhabitants  of 
burghs  that  keeps  tabills  and  cairds  in  their  houses  for  gentlemen's 
recreation,  for  preventing  wherof  they  appoynt  their  agent  to  use  some 
legall  course  for  suspending  the  said  master  of  the  revills  or  raiseing 
action  of  reduction  and  declarator  against  his  gift  and  of  the  bands  he  hes 
extorted  from  the  leidges  without  any  onerous  caus. 

7.  The  convention  having  considered  a  petition  of  Selkirk  referring  to  the 
fine  imposed  upon  the  burgh  for  electing  Sir  Patrick  Murray  commissioner 
to  parliament,  he  not  being  qualified,  and  "  being  sensible  that  the  said  burgh 
was  singular,  many  of  the  other  royall  burrows  having  been  in  the  said  delict," 
and  "  seeing  the  said  burgh  is  in  a  verrie  mean  and  low  condition  and  wold  be 
altogither  rowined  if  some  remeid  be  not  provyded,''  allowed  them  the  sum  of  a 
thousand  merks  Scots,  to  be  paid  by  the  burghs  proportionally. 

8.  Exempted  the  burghs  of  Nairn  and  Dingwall  from  sending  commissioners 
to  conventions  for  three  years. 

9.  The  burgh  of  Wigtoun  having  represented  "  that  the  heretors  of  the  shire 
of  Wigtoun  had  in  efiect  taken  away  their  weeklie  mercats  by  their  keeping 
mercats  within  their  respective  bounds  and  jurisdictions,  and  that  they  had 
pactioned  amongst  themselfs  and  resolved  utterly  to  destroy  the  said  burgh,  and 
in  order  thereunto  had  intented  action  of  reduction  of  their  priviledges  which 
they  have  upon  their  expenses  defended  all  the  last  winter  session,"  the  convention 
agreed  to  concur  with  the  burgh  in  defending  the  reduction. 

Printed  acts  of  10-  The  convention  in  ansuer  to  the  petition  given  in  be  George 
parliament.  Drummond  of  Blair,  late  factour  in  Edinburgh,  and  John  Drummond  and 
George  Wedderbume,  merchands  there,  craveing  that  the  burrows  wold 
appoynt  their  agent  to  take  from  them  the  whole  acts  of  parliament  lately 
printed  be  them  of  ane  extraordinar  letter  and  weel  bound  in  folio,  which 
they  are  content  to  sell  at  ane  easie  rate,  being  tuentie-four  punds  Scotts 
for  each  book,  the  convention  recomends^to  the  whole  royall  burrows  that 
wants  the  whole  acts  of  parliament  that  they  may  take  them  from  the 
petitioners  for  the  use  of  their  burgh. 

11.  The  convention  haveing  considdered  the  desires  given  in  be  the 
burgh  of  Lanerk  craveing  the  royall  burrows  to  assist  them  in  maintaining 
of  their  priviledges  which   are   encroatched    upon  by  severall  villages  near 


Exemptions. 


Agent  to  con- 
curre  with 
Wigtoun. 


Lanerk. 
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to  the  saiJ   burgh  by  selling  of   merchand  goods  in  prejudice  of  them,  Edinburgh. 

therefor  they  appoynt  the  agent  to  assist  and  concurre  with  them  against  — — '■ — 

these  that  encroatches  upon  the  said  burghs  priviledges  upon  their  own 
expenses. 

1 2.   The  convention  having  considdered  the  petition  given  in  be  the  Collection  to- 
toun  of  Kelso,  and  the  recomendation  of  his  Majesties  privie  councill  given  hig^Keiso. 
in  therewith  recomending  them  to  the  universall  charitie  of  the  whole 


'^b 


kingdom  for  ane  voluntar  contribution  for  a  help  and  supplie  of  their  sad 
and  desolute  condition,  occasioned  by  the  late  accident  of  fyre,  the  conven- 
tion does  earnestly  recommend  to  the  whole  burghis  that  hes  not  alredie 
made  their  collection  for  the  said  toun  of  Kelso  that  they  speedily  make 
the  said  contribution  in  the  samen  maner  as  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  col- 
lected the  same,  which  wes  by  impouering  their  elders  and  deacons  to  goe 
from  famillie  to  famillie  to  receive  the  said  contribution. 

13.  The  convention  taking  into  consideration  the  different  attempts  which  Comission, 
had  been  made  for  the  removal  of  the  impost  of  50  solze  per  tun  paid  on  Scots  ^o„n»°tt'"'^"*t 
ships  and  vessels  trading  to  France,  "  and  they  being  resolved  to  be  at  a  finall  50  solze  on  the 
poynt  in  the  said  matter  and  not  anj'  farder  to  putt  themselfs  to  the  truble  to  have  *'^°' 

the  said  particular  a  yearly  heid  of  the  missive,  they  find  it  expedient  to  send  pre- 
sently ane  express  to  France  to  negotiate  that  affaire  and  to  doe  all  possible  and 
utmost  diligence  to  sie  if  the  same  can  be  made  effectual  and  vpon  what  condi- 
tion and  terms,"  therefore  they  appointed  Mr  William  Aikman,  advocate,  "to  goe 
both  to  the  court  of  Ingland  and  France  and  to  negotiate  the  same  and  to  take 
such  prudent  measures  in  the  conduct  and  carieing  on  of  such  ane  important 
affaire  as  he  shall  think  fitt  upon  these  places." 

1 4.  The   convention    renewed   and    revived    all  former   acts   of   convention  Uniformity  of 
ordaining  all  royal  burghs  to  conform  their  measures  to  the  standard  of  Linlith-  measures. 
gow  (to  be  supplied  at  forty  merks  the  set),  and  ordained  application  to  be  made 

to  the  privy  council  to  put  the  act  of  parliament  as  to  uniformity  of  measures  into 
execution  in  burghs  of  barony  and  regality  and  other  places  outwith  royal  burghs. 

15.  Compeired  Mr  James  Kennedie,  conservator,  and  made  report  to  Conservator's 
the  convention  that  he  had  caused  persew  the  minister  of  Campheer  for  ^^^°^ ' 
the  money  belonging  to  the  Scotts  poore,  in  respect  he  had  consented  to 
the  delivering  of  severall  bands  belonging  to  the  poore  to  the  deceist 
Henry  Wilkie,  bot  that  he  had  declyned  the  court  and  judicatorie  of 
Campheer  before  which  he  wes  cited,  and  gave  his  opinion  that  the  said 
minister  should  be  cited  to  compeer  either  before  the  generall  or  particular 
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Edinburgh.     Convention  of  burrowis  to  ansuer  for  the  saids  bands,  which  being  con- 

— ^ 1—  siddered  be  the  convention  they  impouer  the  conservator   to  caus  cite 

report.  him   to   compeare    here  in  Scotland  before  the  convention  of   burrows 

at  such  tyme  as  he  in  prudence  shall  think  fitt  ;  and  farder,  gave  ane 
accompt  of  his  diligence  in  persewing  some  theiffs  to  death  who  had  stollen 
some  goods  out  of  the  waire  houses  in  Campheer  belonging  to  Scotts 
factors  ;  as  also  that  he  had  protested  against  the  toun  of  Campheer  for 
detaining  200  lib.  Fleems  and  the  factor  books  belonging  to  the  deciest 
Thomas  Cunighame,  and  which  money  aught  to  have  been  remitted  to  the 
creditors  of  the  said  Thomas  Cunigham  here  in  Scotland  conforme  to  the 
severall  former  acts  of  burrows. 
C'omission  for  16-  The  consorvator  represented  to  the  convention,  both  verballie  and 

seUemg  staple  \^j  severall  papers  under  the  factors  hands  at  Campheer  which  wer  red  in 
their  audience,  bearing  the  many  inconveniences  and  great  prejudice  the 
royall  burrows  susteans  by  haveing  their  staple  setled  there,  inregaird  that 
Campheer  is  now  become  a  place  where  Scotts  goods  gives  less  rates  then 
at  other  places,  and  the  cuntrie  about  is  nowayes  propper  for  buying  of 
goods  to  transporte  to  this  kingdom,  which  are  the  tuo  main  designes  and 
ends  for  setleing  of  the  staple,  and  that  the  toun  of  Campheer  had  broken 
many  of  the  articles  of  the  staple  contract  which  they  were  oblidged  to 
performe.  The  convention  haveing  taken  the  forsaid  representation,  with 
the  forsaid  s  papers,  to  their  considderation,  they  by  thir  presentis  impouers 
and  commissions  the  said  conservator,  in  case  the  toun  of  Campheer  make 
not  amends  for  their  breatch  of  the  said  contract,  to  treate  with  any 
other  cities  in  Holland,  especiallie  Rotterdam,  and  to  try  what  better  con- 
ditions they  will  offer  in  case  of  the  removell  of  the  staple  from  Campheer, 
provydeing  alwayes  that  before  he  make  any  setlement  els  where  that  he 
acquaint  the  royall  burrows  with  what  the  toun  of  Campheer  hes  to  say 
in  their  defence  and  with  the  conditions  that  shall  happen  to  be  offered 
be  Rotterdam  or  any  other  city  in  Holland  ;  as  lykewayes,  provyding  that 
if  any  alteration  hereafter  shall  happen  to  be  made  of  the  staple  porte  to 
any  other  place  than  Campheer  that  the  samen  be  done  without  any 
charges  to  the  royall  burrows. 
Protestation,  ^*^ •   ^he  comissioners  for  Dundie  and  Aberdeen  protested  against  the 

Abei^dee^''      said  comission  for  thir  reasons  : — becaus,  first,  there  is  no  mention  of  any 
alteration  of  the  staple  port  in  any  article  of  the  missive,  and  it  not  being 
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a  head  of  the  missive,  cannot  at  present  fall  under  the  considderation  of  Edinburgh. 
the  convention  ;  secondly,  that  it  does  not  appeare  that  Campheer  has  ^  ^"'y  ^^^^- 
made  any  breatch  in  their  pairt  of  the  staple  contract,  and  that  it  being  Dundie'anT' 
ratefied  be  his  Majestie  it  cannot  be  considdered  by  the  convention  untill  ^^erdeen. 
previous  address  be  made  to   his  Majestie  thereaneut ;  thirdly,  that  the 
removeing  of  the  staple  porte  from  Campheer  at  this  tyme  may  irritate 
the   magistratts   there   to   seize   upon   Scotts   goods   lying   there,  whereof 
Aberdeen  hes  at  the  present  to  the  value  of  eight  thousand  punds  ster- 
ling, as  lykewayes  Dundie  hes  goods  their  to  a  considderable  value,  which 
reasones  are  at  lenth  contained  in  thair  protest. 

18.  The  convention  having  taken  to  considderation  the  article  of  the  Aotanent 
missive  anent  the  many  inconveniences  the  whole  kingdom,  especiallie  the  summe'rfes- 
royall  burrows  and  particularly  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  lyes  under  for  want  ^'°°- 

of  the  summer  session,  which  hinders  the  circulation  of  trade  and  causses 
a  deedness  of  traffecque  through  all  the  corners  of  the  nation  during  the 
most  and  best  pairte  of  the  yeare,  and  haveing  lykewayes  red  and  con- 
siddered a  paper  drawen  wp  be  advice  of  lawers  containing  most  just,  true, 
and  excellent  reasons  for  the  returne  thereof,  the  convention  declaires  they 
are  weell  satisfied  therewith  and  wisheth  heartily  that  such  hermles,  in- 
offensive, decent  and  legall  address  may  be  made  to  authoritie  as  may  be 
most  effectuall  to  restoire  the  same,  and  impouers  the  lord  provest  of 
Edinburght  and  the  comissioners  thereof,  with  such  other  of  the  comis- 
sioners  of  the  royall  burghs  as  can  be  conveniently  had,  to  represent  so 
much  to  his  Majesties  ministers  of  state  at  the  first  opportunitie,  and  that 
this  whole  effaire  be  manadged  by  their  lordships  advice. 

1 9.  The  convention,  in  respect  the  conservator,  is  willing  to  pas  from  the  ten  Act,  conser- 
stivers  upon  the  last  of  comes  which  he  pretends  is  due  to  him,  they  for  his  farder  vator. 
encuradgment  "and  for  defraying  of  the  charges  which  he  most  necessarlie  be  at 

in  mantaining  the  dignitie  and  charactor  of  ane  conservator,"  empowered  him  to 
exact  a  stiver  and  a  half  on  each  can  of  wine  and  half  a  stiver  on  each  can  of 
beer  sold  in  the  consergerie  house.  They  also  granted  to  him  £150  sterling  in 
full  of  all  his  bypast  claims  against  the  burglis. 

20.     The     convention    takeing     to    considderation    that    albeit    the  M'Kenzie,  as- 
pxiviledges,  liberties,  and  freedoms  of  the  estate   of  the  royall  burrows  is  ^^ajl\\  b'Jrghs. 
clearlie  asserted  by  known  and  determined  lawes  alredie  enacted,  so  that 
there  remains  nothing  but  to  putt  the  samen  lawes  to  execution,  yett  of 
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Edinburgh. 
4  July  1684. 

M'Kenzie,  as- 
sessor for  the 
royall  burghs. 


Act  anent  the 
impost  in  Den- 
mark, 


late  there  hes  been  severall  invasions  made  upon  their  priviledges,  whereof 
the  convention  resolves  to  seek  a  legall  reddress,  and  it  being  necessar  in 
carieing  on  such  ane  laudable  and  important  designe  that  a  persone  of 
sound  and  loyall  principalis  and  learned  in  the  lawes  be  pitched  upon  to 
be  assessor  to  the  whole  royall  burrows,  and  that  such  honorarie  be  granted 
to  him  as  is  suteable  for  the  royall  burrows  to  give  and  for  him  to  accept, 
since  he  is  to  espous  and  own  their  interest  in  consulting  and  pleading  for 
them  in  all  causes  wherein  they  are  concerned  ;  and  the  convention  haveing 
long  experience  of  the  signall  and  eminent  qualifications,  both  for  loyaltie, 
law,  and  prudence  of  Sir  George  M'Kenzie  of  Rosehauch,  present  lord 
advocat,  therefor  the  convention  does  be  thir  presentis  unanimouslie  elect, 
nominate,  and  appoynt  the  said  lord  advocat  to  be  their  generall  assessor, 
lawer,  and  advocat  for  the  haill  burrows,  with  whom  they  will  consult  and 
advise  in  all  their  effaires  and  who  is  to  procure  and  plead  for  them  as 
aforsaid ;  and  be  thir  presentis  grants  and  allowes  to  his  lordshipp  a 
yeirlie  pension  of  fyve  hundred  merks  and  allowes  to  his  servands  yeirlie 
fyve  punds  sterling. 

21.  The  convention  ordains  a  letter  to  be  written  to  court  anent  the 
takeing  off  the  impost  layd  on  be  the  King  of  Denmark  upon  Scotts  corn 
comeing  there,  as  lykways  craveing  that  the  Scotts  merchands  may  have 
freedom  of  trade  to  the  city  of  Hamburg  by  transporting  the  product  and 
grouth  of  this  kingdome  there,  and  that  those  concerned  in  the  English 
staple  at  Hamburgh  may  be  discharged  to  truble  any  Scotts  raerchand 
tradeing  there,  in  respect  that  the  contract  betuixt  the  city  of  Hamburgh 
and  the  English  merchands  does  onlie  relate  to  discharge  the  English 
subjects  who  are  not  concerned  in  the  Hamburgh  companie,  hot  can 
nowayes  extend  to  the  subjects  of  Scotland  who  are  als  free  to  trade  there 
as  any  other  nation  ;  and  this  letter  to  be  drawen  by  thair  assessor  at 
sight  and  be  advice  of  the  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh. 


Agents  ao- 
compts. 

Agent, 
gratuitie. 
Bridge  of 
Dumbarton. 

Servanda 
dewes. 


22.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts  extend- 
ing to  £5510  Scots. 

23.  Allowed  to  the  agent  a  gratuity  of  £10  sterling. 

24.  Ordained  the  article  of  the  missive  anent  building  of  the  bridge  of  Dum- 
barton to  be  continued,  and  recommended  each  burgh  to  pay  theii-  part  of  the 
contribution. 

25.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  fees  to  Alexander  Gay  and  other  servants. 
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26.  Approved  of  "the  draught  of  the  letters  to  his  Royall  Highnes,  the  Edinbhroh. 
Earle  of  Murray  and  the  Lord  Prestoun."  "  ^ 

27.  The  commissioners  for  Aberdeen  and  St  Andrews  protested  against  the  Letters  ap- 

provin. 
act  allowing  Mr  William  Aikman  £200,  and  the  commissioner  of  St  Andrews  Protestation 

against  the  money  given  to  Selkirk  and  £150  allowed  the  conservator.  Aberdeen  and 

28.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  the  next  general  convention  „    " 

.      1      1    1  ,      ,    T-,  T    1  1     •      T    1  r  Nextoonven- 

to  be  held  at  Jbidinburgh  m  July  next.  tion. 

29.  Ordained  the  parties  to  get  back  the  papers  produced  by  them  in  the  Debate,  nig-h- 
debate  between  the  neighbours  of  Linlithgow  and  the  commissioner  of  that  burgh,  bounsof  Lith- 

Geneeal  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

'  16  April  1685. 

Edinburgh,  Charles  Murray,  William  Watsone  ;  Perth,  John  Glass  ;  Diindie,  Sederunt. 
James  Fletcher;  Aberdeen,  Sir  George  Skeen ;  Stirling,  John  M'Cullooh  ;  Lin- 
lithgow, Alexander  Milne  ;  St  Andros,  Mr  John  Easone  ;  Glasgow,  John  John- 
stoun  ;  Air,  Robert  Huntar  ;  Haddingtoun,  John  Sleich  ;  Dysarte,  David 
Chrystie ;  Kirkcaldie,  Matthew  Andersone ;  Monross,  James  Milne ;  Couper, 
Andrew  Glassfoord  ;  Enstruther  Eister,  Mr  Robert  Innes  ;  Dumfrees,  William 
Fingas ;  Innerness,  John  Cuthbert ;  Bruntisland,  Michael  Seattoun ;  Inner- 
keithing,  Mr  John  Dempster ;  Kinghorne,  Robert  Bruce ;  Brichen,  Francis 
Mollisone  ;  Irwing,  James  Boyll  j  Jedburgh,  Andrew  Ainslie  ;  Kirkcudbricht, 
Henrie  Moir ;  Wigtoun,  William  Coltrane  ;  Pittinweem,  James  Cook  ;  Dum- 
fermling.  Sir  Patrick  Murray  ;  Selkirk,  William  Wauch  ;  Dumbartoun,  Mr 
James  Smollett ;  Dunbar,  James  Smith  ;  Lanerk,  James  Weir  ;  Aberbrothock, 
John  Kidd  ;  Elgin,  David  Stewart  ;  Peibles,  John  Govane  ;  Carraill,  Mr  John 
Prestoun  ;  Taine,  John  Forrester  ;  Culross,  Sir  Alexander  Bruce  ;  Bamff,  Walter 
Stewart ;  Whitthorne,  David  Forrester ;  Forfar,  John  Carnegie ;  Rothesay, 
Cuthbert  Stewart ;  Nairne,  Alexander  Falconer ;  Forres,  Mr  James  Smith ; 
Northberwick,  Charles  Maitland ;  Cullen,  George  Lesly ;  Lauder,  Alexander 
Home  ;  Annan,  Bryce  Blair  ;  Lochmaben,  Thomas  Kennedie  ;  Sancquher,  Robert 
Carmichaell  ;  Galloway,  Robert  Alexander  ;  Dingwall,  Donald  Dingwall  j  In- 
nerarie,  John  Mauchline ;  Forterose,  Robert  Innes ;  Cromertie,  expunged ; 
Kintoir,  John  Udney ;  Innerurie,  John  Andersone  ;  Week,  Alexander  Man- 
sone  ;  Kirkwall,  David  Craigie ;  Innerbervie,  William  Beattoun  ;  Stanraer,  Pat- 
rick Patersone ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Rhenfrew,  Ruthergleu  Kilrennie,  Dor- 
nock,  and  Queensferrie  (blank). 

16  April  1685. 

1.  Sir    George    Drummond    of    Milnenab,    provost    of    Edinburgh,    elected  Preses. 
preses. 

2.  The  commissioners  subscribed  the  test  in  usual  manner.  Test. 
2                                                             G 
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EuiNBUBOH.  3.   The  present  con-vention   considdering    that   Sir   James   Rocheid, 

-^ — —. generall  clerk  to  the  burrows,  wes  allenarlie  elected  their  clerk  during 

dared  vacant,  their  pleasure,  and  that  it  is  alwayes  in  their  option  to  continue  or  lay 
asyde  their  clerk  when  they  think  fitt,  they  doe  therefor  unanimouslie 
declaire  the  said  Sir  James  Rocheid  his  place  vaccand. 
Eichardson,  4.  The  present  convention  of  burrows  doe  unanimouslie  elect,  nominate, 

and  choise  Mr  John  Richardson,  town  clerk  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  generall 
clerk  to  the  burrows  in  place  of  Sir  James  Rocheid,  their  late  clerk, 
during  the  burrows  pleasure. 

Committee.  5.   Appointed   a   committee   to   revise   the   commissions    and    prepare    wliat 

business  is  to  be  offered  to  the  consideration  of  the  burghs. 

17  April  1685. 
Commissions.  6.  Approved  of  report  by  the  committee  that  all  the  commissions  are  sufficient. 

21  April  1685. 

Address  to  his  7.   The  address  to  his  Majestie  and  the  address  to  his  high  commis- 

Majestie,  and    yiojjQj-  were  publictlie  red   and  approven  of  by  the  haill  convention  and 

his  high  com-        ^  '^  ■"■   .  .         ,     . 

missiouer.  did  subscrive  the  samen  and  appointed  them  to  be  recorded  in  their 
generall  register,  whereof  the  tenor  followes  : — To  the  Kings  Most  Excel- 
lent Majestie,  the  humble  address  of  the  royall  burrows  of  your  Majesties 
antient  kingdom  of  Scotland.  Your  Majesties  royall  predicessors  con- 
siddering that  the  royall  burrows  of  this  kingdom  did  in  a  verie  immediat 
and  speciall  manner  depend  upon  the  croun,  and  haveing  by  experience 
fund  how  firmly  they  had  adheared  to  them  in  all  parliaments  and  upon 
all  other  occasions,  they  were  therefor  graciouslie  pleased  amongst  many 
other  great  priviledges  to  allow  them  to  meett  apairt  and  by  themselves 
as  a  third  state  of  parliament,  and  in  these  their  conventions  to  make 
speciall  applications  to  them,  and  now  wee  your  Majesties  most  duetifuU 
and  loyall  subjects,  being  by  this  singular  priviledge  conveened  at  this 
tyme,  have  thought  it  our  duetie  to  express  in  this  our  first  convention 
the  deep  sense  wee  have  of  the  great  loss  which  wee,  as  all  your  Majesties 
other  subjects,  have  sustained  by  the  death  of  our  late  and  most  gracious 
Soveraigne,  in  whom  the  latest  adressers  will  alwayes  find  new  vertues  to 
admire  a  monarch  whom  great  pouer  could  not  make  arbitrarie  nor  great 
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pairts  uneasie  ;   vett  this  our  heavie  affliction  does   not  lessen  the  extra-  Edinbdegh. 

,•         •      •  ,  ,     T.;r    •        •         ,  •  •  21  April  1685. 

ordmarie  joy  wee  nave  upon  your  sacred   Majesties   nappie  succession  to 


the  croun    of   your   royall    ancestors,    to    which    wee    acknowledge   your  Majestie,  and 

Majestie  hes  right  by  the  unalterable  lawes  of  this  your  antient  kingdom,  Jjjfs^oner!""' 

and  that  yee  hold  the  same  immediatelie  from  God  Almightie  alone  ;  and 

as  in  the  last  parliament  wee  did   most  unanimously  and  heartily  assert 

your  Majesties  right  to  the  succession,  so  we  shall  in  this  parliament  and 

in  the  whole  course  of  our  lives  defend  your  Majesties  royall  right  and 

prerogatives  with  such  zeale  as  may  prove  that  wee  think  ourselves  thereto 

oblidged  as  good  Christians  alsweell  as  faithfuU  subjects,  and  that  not 

only  all  treasonable  but  even  factious  and   seditious  courses  are  no  less 

impious  then  unlawfull ;   and  as  none  of  your  Majesties  subjects  have 

shared  more  in  your  bountie  or  are  more  oblidged   to  depend  upon  the 

royall   authority  then   the   royall  burrows   are,    so   wee  doe   assure   your 

Majestie  that  we  will  in  a  more  speciall  maner  be  examplarie  to  others  in 

their  loyaltie,  and  especiallie  in  this  parliament  from  which  your  Majestie 

may  expect  intire  satisfaction  and  we  full  securitie,  to  the  promoteing 

whereof  wee  have  just  occasion  to  hope  that  it  will  not  a  litle  contribute 

that   your  Majestie   hes   chosen  the  Duke  of  Queensberrie  to  represent 

your   sacred    Majesties   person,    wee   haveing    for    severall    years   bypast 

observed  with  great  satisfaction  how  loyallie  and  justly  he  hes  manadged 

those  great  employments  with  which  he  hes  been  formerly  entrusted  and 

to  whose  intercession  wee  doe  with  all  submission  recommend  this  dueti- 

full  and  humble  address. 

Followes  the  tenor  of  the  address  to  his  Majesties  high  commissioner  : 
— To  his  Grace  his  Majesties  high  commissioner.  The  royall  burrowes 
now  conveened  by  his  Majesties  speciall  authoritie  humblie  represent  that 
wee  being  by  a  speciall  priviledge  allowed  to  meett  as  a  third  state  of 
parliament  are  verrie  glad  to  have  the  extraordinarie  occasion  of  signifie- 
ing  how  highlie  satisfied  wee  are  that  his  sacred  Majestie  hes  trusted  the 
manadgment  of  the  great  affairs  of  this  his  ancient  kingdom  in  the 
ensueing  parliament  to  your  grace  who  hes  evidenced  upon  all  occasions 
so  much  loyaltie  to  the  monarchie,  so  much  kyndnes  to  your  native 
cuntrie,  and  so  much  prudence  and  conduct  in  the  concerns  of  both  ;  and 
that  both  may  the  better  prosper  in  your  graces  hands  wee  doe  hereby 
assure  yow  that  wee  will  contribute  our  utmost  endeavour  to  make  all 
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Edinburgh      your  graces  propposalls  in  that  your  eminent  station  efFectuall  and  success- 

"^ r-  full,  and  that  wee  will  carie  ourselves  so  duetifullie  and  loyallie  as  may 

MajesTie,  and  engadge  your  grace  to  represent  us  to  the  King  our  master  with  all  the 
mfsSr.""'"  advantadges  that  wee  could  wish  to  ourselves,  and  so  as  may  procure  to 
the  places  wee  represent  the  full  securitie  and  just  enlargement  of  those 
priviledges  which  have  been  formerlie  bestowed  upon  them  by  his 
Majesties  royall  predicessors  ;  and  that  your  grace  will  favourably  trans- 
mitt  to  his  sacreed  Majestic  ane  humble  address  which  wee  are  confident 
will  be  the  more  acceptable  that  it  is  recommended  by  your  grace. 

22  April  1685. 

Missive  dues.  8.   Ordained  that  the  commissioners  be  liable  for  the  missive  dues  of  their 

respective  burghs. 

29  April  1685. 

Letter  from  his  9.  The  Convention   haveing  receaved   ane  letter   frome   his   sacreed 

^rvator!  *'''"'  Majestie  in  favors  of  the  conservator  of  the  Scotts  priviledges  in  the 
Netherlands,  which  being  red  the  convention  thought  fitt  the  same  be 
recorded  in  their  books,  whereof  the  tenour  followes  : — Sic  swperscrihitur : 
James  R.  Trustie  andweellbelovedweegreettyowweell.  Whereas  we  are  well 
informed  of  the  mean  and  inconsidderable  allowance  which  the  conservator 
hes  at  present  in  the  Low  Cuntries,  alsweell  as  of  the  great  expenss  he  is 
at  in  collecting  the  same  out  of  the  severall  shipps  that  arrive  from  Scot- 
land, being  oblidged  to  keep  and  pey  a  deputie  in  each  province  for  that 
effect,  and  whereas  the  royall  burrows  of  that  our  antient  kingdom  (about 
whose  affairs  the  conservator  is  mainly  employed)  have  evir  before  the 
late  unhappie  rebellion  provyded  a  sufficient  mantinance  for  his  predi- 
cessors suteable  to  the  honor  and  weight  of  that  painfull  employment,  wee 
have  now  thought  fitt  earnestlie  to  recommend  his  condition  to  your 
serious  consid  deration  so  as  yow  may  take  off  all  these  small  dues  which 
formerly  were  payed  to  the  conservator  either  out  of  shipps  or  goods 
comeing  from  Scotland  into  the  Netherlands,  and  in  lew  therof  grante 
unto  him  such  ane  yeirlie  certaine  sallarie  and  allowance  as  may  affoord 
him  a  comfortable  subsistance  suteable  to  the  great  truble,  pains,  and 
expenses  in  that  employment  wherein  he  hath  hitherto  behaved  himself 
with    so    much    loyaltie,    diligence,    and    integritie   as    deserves    our    re- 
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commendation   and   your   kyndnes  in   his  concerns.      In   the  meanwhile  ?J'™'"?^°«;, 

.~      .  .,,  .  ''  29  April  168.5. 

II,    m    considderation    of    your    granting     him    ane     veirlie     allowance 

Letter  from  bis 

and  sallarie  as  aforsaid,  yow  shall  think  fitt  to  continue  the  dues  Majesty,  con-" 
that  were  formerly  payed  to  the  conservator  out  of  shipps  and  goods  ^*'''''**°''- 
tradeing  from  that  our  kingdom  into  the  Netherlands,  wee  doe  hereby 
authorize  yow  so  to  doe  according  to  law  and  former  custome  and  to 
apply  the  same  to  the  publict  use  and  benefitt  of  our  royall  burrows  in 
such  manner  as  to  yow  shall  seem  most  fitt  and  reasonable.  So,  not  doubt- 
ing the  good  effect  of  this  our  royall  recommendation,  wee  bid  yow  fare- 
well. Given  at  our  court  at  Whitthall  the  ]  8th  day  of  Aprile  1685,  and 
of  our  reign  the  first  yeare.  By  his  Majesties  command.  Sic  sub- 
scrihitur :  Morray.  Aftir  the  reading  wherof  the  convention  thought 
fitt  to  recommend,  lykeas  they  hereby  recommend,  to  the  comraittie 
appoynted  to  considder  upon  the  whole  matters  offered  to  the  considdera- 
tion of  the  convention  to  considder  his  Majesties  letter  and  upon  a 
draught  of  a  returne  thereto  and  to  report  to  the  convention  at  their 
next  meetting. 

4  May  1685. 
10.   The   convention    unanimously  approves   of  the   draught   of  the  if  *.*^'' *"  •■■' 

.  .  .  Majesty,  con- 

letter  in  ansuer  to  his  royall  Majesties  letter  direct  to  them  in  favours  of  servator. 
the  conservator,  and  appoynts  the  same  to  be  recorded,  whereof  the  tenour 
followis  : — May  it  pleas  your  sacreed  Majestic.  We  considder  your 
Majesties  recommendation  in  favors  of  the  conservator  as  what  should 
verrie  much  oblidge  us  to  secure  and  better  his  interest  als  farr  as  is 
possible  for  us,  wee  being  fully  resolved  in  this  and  all  other  cases  to 
looke  upon  your  Majesties  desires  as  commands,  knowing  that  your 
Majestic  will  interpose  in  nothing  but  what  may  advance  and  promove 
the  interest  of  us  your  Majesties  royall  burrows  who  have  so  immediate 
and  speciall  dependence  upon  the  croun,  and  therefor  we  have  desired,  in 
ordour  to  the  better  obeying  your  Majesties  commands,  that  the  conservator 
may  repaire  hither  and  meett  with  us  either  during  the  meetting  of  the 
parliament  or  at  our  generall  convention  in  July,  to  the  end  wee  may  adjust 
with  him  severall  things  relateing  to  our  trade  and  his  trust,  the  course 
of  trade  being  much  altered  and  the  advantage  thereof  being  much  im- 
paired from  what  it  wes  formerly,  both   by  the  communicating  our  privi- 
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EDINEtTBGH. 

4  May  1685. 

Letter  to  his 
Majesty,  con- 
servator. 


Letters  to  lord 
secretitries  and 
conservator. 


Expunging 
Cromartie  from 
roll  of  royal 
burghs. 


ledges  of  late  to  the  burghs  of  barronie  and  regalitie,  who  without  paying 
any  pairt  of  our  burdeen  have  the  most  considderable  shaire  of  our  trade, 
and  by  the  great  restraints  and  prohibitions  layd  upon  our  trade  by  your 
Majesties  kingdoms  of  England  and  Ireland;  our  own  prohibitions  lykewayes 
at  home  have  not  onlie  lessned  our  trade  butt  have  putt  a  considderable 
pairt  of  it  in  the  hands  of  servands,  chopmen,  and  other  unfreemen,  in  so 
farr  that  by  these  and  other  means  many  of  the  royall  burrows  have 
aired ie  renunced  and  more  are  resolved  to  renunce  their  priviledges  ;  all. 
which  wee  doe  with  great  submission  represent  to  your  sacreed  Majestic, 
from  whose  justice  and  goodnes  wee  expect  some  reddress  in  what  tyme 
and  aftir  what  manner  your  Majestic  shall  think  most  convenient  ;  and, 
notwithstanding  of  all  which,  such  is  our  deference  for  your  Majesties  re- 
commendation that  we  will  goe  the  utmost  lenth  to  affbord  a  comfortable 
subsistance  to  the  conservator,  with  whom  also  we  will  adjust  how  and 
where  our  staple  commodities  may  be  best  improved,  being  fuUie  resolved 
in  that  and  in  all  things  els  to  testifie  with  what  submission  and  loyaltie 
wee  are,  may  it  pleas  your  Majestie,  your  Majesties  most  humble,  most 
duetifull,  most  obedient  servands  and  subjects,  the  royall  burrows  of 
Scotland.    Signed  by  Sir  George  Drummond,  pro  vest  of  Edinburgh,  prffises. 

11.  The  convention  appoynts  a  letter  to  be  written  to  the  lord  secre- 
taries, and  aue  other  to  the  conservator,  in  relation  to  the  matter  men- 
tioned in  the  foresaid  letter,  and  all  of  them  to  be  signed  by  the  prceses 
in  name  of  the  convention. 

1 2.  The  present  convention  haveing  considdered  the  act  of  parliament 
bearing  date  the  tenth  day  of  July  j™  vj"  seventie  tuo  years,  granted  in 
favours  of  the  burgh  of  Cromertie,  allowing  and  accepting  of  their 
dimission  and  resignation  of  their  priviledges  as  a  free  burgh  royall  to 
remaine  with  his  Majestie  ad  perpetuam  remanentiaTn,  and  ordaining  the 
name  of  the  burgh  of  Cromertie  to  be  expunged  out  of  the  rolls  of 
parliament,  and  that  thereaftir  the  said  burgh  of  Cromertie  have  no 
commissioner  from  them  to  parliament  nor  meetting  of  the  royall  burrows, 
and  that  thereaftir  it  be  no  more  reckoned  nor  accompted  a  burgh  royall ; 
as  lykewayes  haveing  taken  to  considderation  ane  act  of  his  Majesties 
privie  councill  dated  at  Edinburgh  the  tuentie  fourth  day  of  September 
jm  yjc  fourscoi  rone  yeirs,  dischargeing  any  further  execution  at  the  instance 
of  the  agent  for  the  royall  burrows  or  at  the  instance  of  the  collector- 
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geuerall,  or  at  the  instance  of  any  other  upon  the  accompt  of  their  not  Edinburgh. 
payment  of  any  pairt  of  the  supplie  imposed  upon  them  as  a  burgh  royall,  — ^^^ — '— 
by  poynding,  quartering,  or  any  other  maner  of  way,  inregaird  by  the  fore-  CromartTe^rom 
said  act  of  parliament  they  are  declaired  no  burgh  ;  therefore  the  conven-  burgha'^"^'*' 
tion,    in    obedience    of  the    said    act    of    parliament,    doe   unanimouslie 
condescend   to  expunge,  lykeas  they  be  thir  presents  expunges  the  said 
burgh  of  Cromertie  out  of  the  roll  of  the  royall   burrows  and  discharges 
them  hencefurth  to  be  listed  or  called  on  either  at  their  generall  or  parti- 
cular conventions    of  burghs,  but  prejudice    to  the  agent  for  the  royall 
burrows  to  use  diligence  against  the  said  burgh  for  any  bygane  missive 
dewes  proceeding  the  date  of  the  forsaid  act  of  parliament. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh,  Edinburgh. 

7  July  1685. 

Edinburgh,  Charles  Murray,  William  Watsone  ;  Perth,  Alexander  Blair  ;  Sederunt, 
Dundie,  John  Duncan ;  Aberdeen,  Walter  Robertsone  ;  Stirling,  John  M'Oulloch ; 
Linlithgow,  Alexander  Milne  ;  Glasgow,  John  Johnstoun  ;  Air,  Robert  Huntar  ; 
Haddingtoun,  John  Sleich  ;  Kirkcaldie,  William  Tennant ;  Montrose,  James 
Milne ;  Dumfrees,  John  Irwing  ;  Innerness,  John  Fraiser ;  Innerkeithing,  Mr 
John  Dempster  ;  Kinghorne,  Robert  Bruce  ;  Pittinweem,  James  Cook  ;  Dum- 
ferling,  Sir  Patrick  Murray  ;  Selkirk,  William  Wauch  ;  Dumbarton,  Mr  James 
SmoUet  ;  Dunbar,  James  Hamiltoun  ;  Peibles,  John  Govane  ;  Carraill,  Mr  John 
Prestoun  ;  Forres,  Mr  James  Smith  ;  Rutherglen,  Andrew  Harvie  ;  North- 
berwick,  Charles  Maitland  ;  Lauder,  Alexander  Home  ;  Sancquher,  Robert 
Carmichaell  j  Queensferrie,  James  Hill.      [Thirty -seven  burghs  hlank^ 

7  July  1685. 

1.  The  present  convention  do  adjourn  their  meeting  till  the  next  day  at  ten  Adjournment, 
o'cloak. 

8  July  1685. 

3.  Sir  George  Drummond  of  Milnenab,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

3.  The  commissioners  took  the  test  in  usual  manner.  Test. 

4.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions.  Committee. 

5.  On  report  of  committee  approved  of  the  commissions.  Commissions. 

6.  Appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  all  matters  to  be   considered   by  the  Committee. 
convention. 

7.  The  commissioners  found  the  letters  of  excuse  for  absence  by  St.  Andros  and  Absents. 
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Edinburgh.      Anstruther  Eister  insufficient,  rejected  the  same  and   imposed   the  usual  fine  on 
8Julyl685^  these  burghs. 

Excuses  for  8.  Admitted  the  excuses  for  absence  of  the  burghs  of  Elgin,  Bamff,  Kirkcud- 

abaenoe.  bricht  and  Rhenfrew. 

Exemption,  9.  Exempted  the  burgh  of  Kirkwall  from  payment  of  a  fine  for  not  sending 

Kirkwall.  ^  commissioner  to  the  general  convention  "  in  respect  the  said  burgh  lyes  at  a 

great  distance  from  this  place.'' 

9  July  1685. 

Lord  Prestoun.  1 0.  Appointed  a  "  letter  of  thanks  to  be  written  to  the  Lord  Viscount  of 
Prestoun  for  his  cair  and  diligence  in  useing  his  endeavoure  to  gett  doun  that 
lieavie  burdeen  of  fiftie  solze  upon  the  tun  of  Scotts  ships  tradeing  to  France." 

Impost,'Franoe.  n     Approved  of  report  by  the   committee  anent  Mr  William  Aikman  who 

was  sent  to  France  as  to  removal  of  the  impost  of  50  solze  the  tun. 

abieTy  ro'yJi'  12.  The  Convention  takeing  to  their  serious  considderation  the  manie 

burghs.  heavie   and  insupportable   burdeens  that  lyes  upon  the    royall    burrows, 

which  hes  occasioned  severall  burghs  alredie  to  resigne  their  priviledges  as 
royall  burrows  and  will  undoubtedlie  in  a  shorte  tyme  occasion  many 
other  burghs  to  doe  the  lyke,  so  that  in  the  end  the  whole  burdeen  im- 
posed upon  the  royall  burrows  will  light  upon  these  burghs  that  are 
standing  burghs  if  remedie  be  not  provyded,  and  considdering  that  the  pen- 
sions peyable  be  them  to  the  persons  employed  to  doe  them  service  conforme 
to  the  severall  acts  of  burrows  establishing  the  saids  pensions  upon  them 
are  verrie  considderable  and  a  great  pairte  of  the  missive  dues  that  is 
yeirlie  due  to  the  agent,  therefor  the  present  convention  have  rescinded 
and  hereby  rescinds  all  former  acts  establishing  pensions  upon  the  persones 
that  does  service  to  the  royall  burghs,  excepting  the  clerk,  agent,  and 
other  present  servands  that  attends  the  generall  and  particular  conventions, 
their  fees  yeirlie  allowed  to  them  ;  declairing  alwayes,  lyke  as  it  is  heirby 
declaired  that  whatevir  persons  in  publict  trust,  lawers  and  others  that 
shall  happen  to  be  employed  in  any  of  the  generall  concerns  of  the  royall 
burrows  to  doe  them  service,  that  it  shall  be  still  in  the  pouer  of  the  con- 
vention to  gTatifie  the  saids  persones  according  to  their  qualetie  and 
pains.  Sir  Robert  Baird,  assessor  to  the  dean  of  gild  of  Edinburgh, 
commissioner,  and  Deacon  Watsone,  the  other  commissioner,  protested 
against  the  said  act. 
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13.  Allowed  the  clerk,  who  had  "  been  at  extraordinarie  pains  during  the  last  Edinburgh. 
convention,"  a  gratuity  of  three  hundred  merks.  ^ 

14.  Ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares  of  the  agent's  accounts  extending  &ratuitie, 
to  £8617,  16s.   Scots.      Amongst  the  items  are  the  following:  "item,  Mungo  ^^    j^'^.^ 
Murray  for  his  verses,  at  the  pro  vests  ordor,  11   lib.,  12s.       The  haill  expenses  aocompts. 
in  the  bussines  in  takeing  away  the  master  of  the  revills  gift,  consulting  advocats, 
drawing  and  giving  in  petitions,  extracting  and  intimating  acts,  240  lib." 

15.  The   convention  considering   that   "Master    James    Elphingstoun   their  Elphingstoun, 
agent   is  in  ane  great  advance  of  money  for  the  royall  burrows,  farr  above  any  ^S®"^*- 
other  agent  before  the  said  Mr  James,  and  hes  been  at  great  and  extraordinarie 

pains  in  the  burrows  affairs,"  allowed  him  six  hundred  pounds  Scots. 

16.  Empowered    the   agent  to   place  proportionally  among   the  burghs   the  Anstruther 
missive  dues  addebted  by  Anstruther  Westei-,  Kilrennie,  and  Cromartie  "  who  have  Kilrennie 
resigned  their  priviledges  as  royal  burghs."  Cromartie. 

17.  Discharged  the  conservator  to  pursue  any  of  the  royall  burghs  except  Conservator, 
before  the  convention.  ™^^     ^^^  ^' 

18.  Exempted  the  burghs  of  Forres,  Kirkwall,  Week,  and  Innerbervie  from  Exemptions, 
attending  conventions  for  three  years. 

1 9.  The  conservator  not  having  appeared  to  adjust  matters  conform  to  his  Majes-  Kennedie, 
ties  letter  to  the  burghs,  consideration  of  the  same  was  delayed  till  next  convention.  °°°^®''™  °''- 

20.  The   convention  considering  that  many  burgesses  are   "persewed  upon  Burgesses, 
oath  before  the  supream  judicatorie  for  meane  and  inconsiderable  soums  at  the  ■'"  '"^tonss- 
instance  of  the  masters  of  wooll  and  tow  caird  manufactorie  upon  the  alledged 
encroachment  upon  their   gifts,"    ordained  the  agent  to  make  application  to  the 

privy  council  or  lords  of  session  that  the  oaths  of  such   burgesses  may  be  taken 

by  the  magistrates  of  the  burghs  where  they  reside.  Unlaws,  ab- 

21.  Unlawed  the  burghs  absent  in  £100  Scots  each.  ^™'^^- 

22.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  certain  sums  to  Alexander  Gay  and  other  Servants  fees, 
servants. 

10  July  1685. 

23.  The  convention  recommends  to  the  agent  to  extract  that  decreit  f'ocheid,  late 
of  exhibition  obtained  against  Sir  James  Eocheid,  late  clerk  to  the  royall 
burrov?s,  before  the  lords  of  his  Majestie's  privie  councill,  for  deliverie  of 
these  papers  concerning  the  Scotts  priviledges  in  France,  and  particularlie 
the  priviledges  of  the  royall  burrows,  and  to  putt  the  said  decreit  to  due  exe- 
cution against  the  said  Sir  James  ay  and  while  the  saids  papers  be  delivered 
up,  and  discharges  the  agent  to  expend  above  tuentie  dollers  in  that  affaire. 

24.  Appoints  the  agent   to  pay  to  Mr  John  Alexander,   minister,   ten  rex  Alexander, 

dollars. 

25.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  the  burgh  of  Northberwick  £200  towards  the  Northberwiok. 
reparation  of  their  harbour. 

H 
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Edinburgh. 
10  July  1685. 

Nixt  conven  • 

tion. 

Protest  Inner- 

keithing. 


26.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting,  and  appoints  the  next  general  convention 
to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  next. 

The  comissioner  for  Innerkeithing  protested  that  the  appojniting  the 
generall  convention  to  sitt  at  Edinburgh  or  any  other  place  might  be  but 
prejudice  of  ane  act  of  parliament  in  favouris  of  the  said  burgh  of  Inner- 
keithing anent  the  meeting  of  the  burroues  at  that  burgh  as  he  alledges. 


Edinburgh. 
13  April  1686. 

Sederunt. 


Preses. 
Test  swom. 
Comittie. 


Particui-ar  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Magnus  Prince  and  Thomas  Somervaill ;  Dundie,  James  Fletcher  ', 
Aberdeen,  Alexander  Gordoun  ;  Stirling,  John  M'Oulloch  ;  Linlithgow,  Alex- 
ander Milne  ;  St  Andrews,  Mr  John  Easson  ;  Glasgow,  John  Johnstoun  ;  Air, 
William  Cuningham ;  Haddingtoun,  William  M'Call ;  Kirkcaldie,  Mathew 
Anderson ;  Bruntisland,  Michaell  Seatoun ;  Kinghorn,  Robert  Bruce ;  Dum- 
fermling.  Sir  Patrick  Murray ;  Dumbartoun,  William  M'Farling ;  Dumbar, 
William  Kirkwood ;  Peibles,  John  Govan ;  Culross,  Sir  Alexander  Bruce ; 
Northberwick,  Charles  Maitland  j  Perth,  Montrose,  Couper,  Irving,  Pittenweem 
and  Aberbrothock  (blank). 

13  April  1686. 

1.  Sir  Thomas  Kennedy  of  Kirkhill,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  The  commissioners  took  the  test. 

3.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions  and  "  prepair  what 
things  is  necessary  to  be  treated  of  in  this  particular  convention." 


Comissions. 
Fines  absence. 


14  April  1686. 

4.  Approved  of  report  by  committee  as  to  commissions. 

5.  The  convention  fined  the  burghs  absent  in  the  usual  unlaw. 

6.  The 


tife*viscou"t  ^"  '^^^    present    convention    appoynts    the    letter    direct    from    the 

ofMeifortto  Viscount  Melfort,  secretary  of  state  for  this  kingdome,  to  be  recorded, 
rows"!"^^  ""^  whereof  the  tenor  followes  : — For  the  commissioners  of  the  royall  bur- 
rowes.  Whythall,  the  eight  of  Appryll  j"  vj°  eighty  sex  years.  Eight 
Honorable.  Being  informed  that  there  is  a  meetting  to  be  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  royall  burrows  about  the  midle  of  this  moneth,  I  thought 
it  incumbent  for  me  to  let  you  know  that  his  Majestie,  out  of  his  earnest 
desyre  to  promote  the  interest  and  advancement  of  trade  in  that  his 
ancient  kingdome,  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  instruct  his  commissioner 
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to  concur  in  all  things  convenient  that  shall  be  proposed  by  yow  for  that  Edinburgh. 

effect,  but  in  regaird  the  enshewing  session  of  parliament  is  not  like  to  — "^ '- 

be  of  long  continuance  it  is  fit  that  with  all  dilligence  ye  prepare  such  the  visoount 

proposalls  as  yow  judge  proper  to  be  offered   to  the   commissioner  upon  °^ J^^^ °[* ^° j. 

this  occasion,  to  the  end  that  noe  tyme  may  be  lost  in  his  transmitting  rows. 

the  same  to  the  King  and  his  receiving  his  Majesties  pleasure  therwpon 

in  due  time  befor  the  end  of  the  said  session  of  parliament ;   and  if  you 

can  haue  your  proposalls  ready  to  be  sent  hither  to  me  befor  the  comis- 

sioners  arrivall  ther  the  more  time  will  be  saved  therby  and  the  best 

account  therof  to  your  satisfactioun  shall  be  returned  that  is  in  the  power 

of  your  most  humble  servant.     Sic  subscribitur,  Melfort.     By  this  ye  sie 

it  most  be  your  owne  faults  if  this  be  not  the  most  advantagious  session 

for  the  royall  borrows  they  have  seen  these  many  years. 

7.  Approved  of  "  ane  draught  of  ane  act  of  parliament  to  be  offered  to  the  Draught  act  of 
lords  of  the  articles  in  favores  of  the  royall  borrows  in  relation  to  the  reponing  parhament. 
of  the  royall  borrows  against  the  priviledges  granted  to  the  burghs  of  regality 
and  barronie  as  to  ther  freedome  of  exporting  and  importing  comodities  to  and 
from  this  kingdoms  which  they  have  libertie  to  export  and  import  conform  to  act 
of  parliament  1672  ;"  and  remitted  to  the  commissioners  of  Edinburgh,  Lithgow, 
and  Culros  to  prepare  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  Viscount  Melfort  with  the  draught. 


15  April  1686. 

count  Melfort. 


8.   The  drawght  of  the  letter  appoynted  to  be  sent  by  the  present  ^^*'®''  *°  ^^^' 


convention  to  the  secretarie  of  state,  wherewith  the  draught  of  the  act  of 
parliament  condescended  wpon  and  red  the  last  meeting  is  to  be  sent,  wes 
red  and  approven  and  signed  by  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  preses,  in 
name  of  the  convention,  and  appoynted  to  be  recorded,  whereof  the  tenor 
followes  : — Edinburgh  the  fyftein  day  of  Appryll  j™  vj°  eighty  sex  years. 
Right  Honorable.  Wee  haue  receaved  your  lordships  very  obleidging  letter 
and  doe  render  yow  our  most  hearty  and  humble  thanks  for  your  care 
and  freindship  in  directing  us  how  to  move  in  our  owne  affaires ;  wee  doe 
alsoe  with  great  satisfaction  observe  his  Majesties  gracious  inclination 
towards  the  weelfair  of  our  estait  signified  to  us  by  your  letter  and  mor 
particularly  expressed  in  his  Majesties  gracious  letter  to  his  secreit 
councell  relaiting  to  a  freedome  of  trade  with  Ingland,  for  which,  amongst 
other  marks  of  his  Majesties  royall  favor,  wee  hold  ourselves  indispensiblie 
obleidged,  eminently  and  vigorously,  to  give  all  possible  demonstration  of 
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EDiNBunoH.  our  dewtie.  Wee  have  bein  considdering  the  matters  of  trade,  and  for 
If,  April  1686.  ^^^  present  shall  only  represent  to  your  lordship  that  the  royall  borrowes 
^otnTMelfort-  of  this  kingdome,  whoe  haue  euer  been  the  manadgers  and  cariers  on  of 
the  trade  of  the  samen  and  for  which  they  are  charged  with  a  very  great 
share  of  publict  taxes,  have  of  late  suffered  and  does  still  suffer  unspecable 
prejudice  and  loss  by  having  ther  priviledges  communicat  by  ane  act  of 
parliament  in  anno  j"  vj"^  sevinty  two  yeirs  to  the  burghs  of  barronie  and 
regality,  whoe  being  free  of  any  pairt  of  the  said  taxes  are  able  and  will 
infalliblie  in  tyrae  ingros  the  whoU  trade  to  themselues,  to  our  utter 
ruine  ;  for  remeid  wherof  we  haue  transmitted  to  your  lordship  a  scroll 
of  ane  act  in  which  we  pretend  not  to  be  restored  to  all  the  priviledges 
wherof  wee  wer  formerly  possessed  bot  only  to  some  necessarie  ones,  being 
willing  to  communicat  many  others  to  which  we  had  right  to  the  burghs 
of  barronie  and  regality  as  your  lordship  will  perceave  by  comparing  the 
act  of  parliament  therwith.  Wee  doe  furder  intreat  your  Lordships 
assistance  to  represent  unto  his  Majestic  the  great  prejudice  the  royall 
borrowes  sustaines  by  the  contentious  humours  of  some  of  ther  inhabitants 
concerning  ther  magistrats  and  other  burgesses  befor  his  Majesties  councell, 
wher  the  debaite  proves  long  and  expenssive,  sometyme  to  the  ruin  of 
the  burgh  and  great  discouradgement  of  magistracie,  wheras  formerly  the 
royall  borrowes  wpon  ther  comon  expenss  ordered  some  of  ther  number 
to  repair  to  the  burgh  wher  the  debaite  wes,  with  power  to  them  to  setle 
all  differences  relaiting  to  ther  trade  and  government,  and  these  lies  been 
inviolablie  observed  since  the  first  constitution  of  the  royall  borrowes,  untill 
the  year  j"  vj°  and  sevinty  seven,  and  as  to  this  wee  doe  with  all  humility 
hope  that  his  Majestic  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  some  instructions 
to  his  commissioner  or  take  such  other  course  as  his  Majestic  in  his  royall 
wisdome  shall  think  fitt  for  preventing  the  lyke  in  tyme  coming.  These 
things  wee  doe  with  all  humility  represent  to  his  Majestic,  and  we 
earnestlie  beg  of  your  lordship  that  ye  will  be  pleased  to  consider  the 
necessity  of  them  is  very  great,  and  that  without  them  it  will  be  very 
hard  if  not  impossible  to  preserve  the  trade  of  this  nation  from  such  ane 
exceissive  decay  as  shall  for  want  of  ability  render  us  utterly  incapable  to 
performe  these  services  that  wee  soe  zealouslie  affect  ;  bot  what  ever  way 
it  shall  pleas  his  Majestie  to  dispose  of  us  and  our  concerns  wee  intreat 
your  lordship  to  assure   his  Majestie   that  wee  will  to  the  last  extremitie 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  61 

preserve  a  deep  sense  of  our  dewty  and  interest,  according  to  our  power  Edinburgh. 
give  evidence  that  wee  are  his  faithfull   and  loyall  subjects,  and  that  wee  . 


.,,..,,  .        ,  .  ,  .  .  /.  T  Letter  to  Vis- 

are  sensible  it  is  both  our  dewty  m  this  approaching  session  or  parliament  count  Meifort. 

and  all  other  occasions  to  concurr  in  euerie  thing  that  may  tend  to  his 
Majesties  satisfaction  and  to  the  advancement  of  his  Majesties  honor, 
interest,  and  greatnes.  Wee  expect  your  lordships  tymous  assistance  in 
these  our  just  desyres  soe  as  the  obtaining  of  them  may  not  be  prevented 
by  the  shortnes  of  this  session  ;  and  we  sha,ll  euer  acknouledge  ourselves 
to  be,  right  honorable,  your  lordships  most  humble  servants.  Signed  in 
name  and  at  the  desyre  of  the  royall  borrowes.  Sic  suhscrihitur  :  Tho. 
Kennedy,  preses. 

9.  The  convention  considering  that  Sir  James  Rocheid  of  Innerleith  is  Letter  to  Sir 
for  the  present  at  London  and  hes  bein  alreadie  verie  active  in  the  concerns  Rocheid. 
of  the  royall  borrowes  the  tyme  he  hes  bein  vp  on  the  place,  which  they 
are  very  sensible  of,  doe  therefor  think  fit  that  ane  letter  be  direct  to  the 
said  Sir  James,  to  be  signed  by  the  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh,  preses,  in 
name  of  the  convention,  that  he  may  continow  in  his  dilligence  and  caire 
of  the  royall  borrowes  concernes  and  frequently  put  the  lord  secretary  of 
stait  in  mynd  of  the  same,  the  drawght  wherof  being  red  wes  unanimouslie 
approven  by  the  present  convention  and  the  same  wes  appoynted  to  be 
recorded,  wherof  the  tenor  foUowes  : — For  Sir  James  Rocheid  of  Inner- 
leith. Edinburgh,  the  fyftein  day  'of  Appryll  j"  vj'^  eighty  sex  yearis. 
Sir,  wee  haveing  received  from  the  lord  secretarie  Meifort  a  letter  of  great 
kyndnes  and  satisfaction  have  returned  his  lordship  this  inclosed  answer, 
wherof  ther  is  a  double  for  your  perusall  that  ye  may  wnderstand  how  our  . 
affaires  are  stated  and  accordingly  may  apply  to  his  lordship  in  our 
behalf  Wee  doubt  nothing  of  your  good  inclination  to  assist  us,  and 
therefor  it  is  that  we  put  yow  to  this  trouble  to  agent  the  desyre  of  our 
letter  to  his  lordship  and  to  keep  correspondence  with  the  lord  provost  of 
Edinburgh  in  euerie  thing  ye  think  relates  to  the  interest  of  the  royall 
borrowes  which  will  very  much  obleidge  us  whoe  are,  sir,  your  affectionnt 
freinds  and  servanda.  Signed  at  the  desyre  of  the  royall  burrowes  by, 
sic  suhscrihitur,  Tho.  Kennedy,  preses. 

10.    The  convention  recomends  to  the  preses  and  the  comissioners  for  Meeting  of  the 
Edinburgh,  Linlithgow,  Culross,  and  such   other  of  the  comissioners  shall 
happen  to  be  vpon  this  place,  to  consider  the  acts  of  parliament  made  in 
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Edinbueqh.     favoures  of  the  royall  borrowes  and  the  customs  of  the  borrowes  these 
— ^ '-  hundred  years  bysfane,  and  to  prepare  the  same  asrainst  the  nixt  generall 

Meeting  of  the  .    ^  ,   •'^        '  „     ,^  .     .  ^    xi  •      j        i ;  + 

borrowes.  Convention,  and  appojmts  all  the  commissioners  present  this  clay  to  melt 
at  the  towne  councell  house  wpon  Twesday  cum  eight  dayes  at  ten  houres 
in  the  foirnoone. 


Edinburgh. 
27  April  1686. 

Sederunt, 


Preses. 
Test. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Sir  George  Drummond  and  William  Watson ;  Pertli,  John  Glass  ; 
Dundie,  James  Fletcher ;  Aberdeene,  George  Skene ;  Stirling,  John  M'Culloch  ; 
Linlithgow,  Alexander  Milne ;  St  Andrew,?,  Mr  John  Essone ;  Glasgow,  John 
Johnstoun ;  Air,  Robert  Huntar ;  Haddingtoun,  John  Sleich ;  Dysart,  Dauid 
Chrysty ;  Kirkcaldie,  Matthew  Anderson ;  Montross,  James  Milne ;  Cowper, 
Andrew  Glassfoord ;  Enstruther  Eister,  Mr  Robert  Innes ;  Innerness,  John  Cuth- 
bert ;  Bruntisland,  Michaell  Seatoun ;  Innerkeithing,  Mr  John  Dempster ;  King- 
horn,  Robert  Bruce  ;  Brichen,  Francis  Molison ;  Irving,  James  Boyll ;  Jedburgh, 
Andrew  Ainslie ;  Kirkcudbright,  John  CalJender;  Wigtoun,  William  Coltran  ; 
Pittenweem,  James  Cook;  Dumfermling,  Sir  Patrick  Murray;  Selkirk.  William 
Wauch  ;  Dumbartoun,  Mr  J  ames  Smallet ;  Dumbar,  James  Smith ;  Lanerk,  James 
Weir;  Aberbrothook,  John  Kidd ;  Elgin,  Dauid  Stewart;  Peibles,  John  Govan  ; 
Carraill,  Mr  John  Preston ;  Taine,  John  Forrester ;  Culross,  Sir  Alexander 
Bruce ;  BamlF,  Walter  Stewart ;  Whythorn,  David  Forrester ;  Forfar,  John 
Carnegie;  Rothesay,  Cuthbert  Stewart ;  Nairn,  Alexander  Falconer ;  Forres,  Mr 
James  Smith ;  Northberwick,  Char'les  Maitland  ;  Cullen,  George  Leslie ;  Lawder, 
Alexander  Home;  Annan,  Bryce  Blair;  Lochmaben,  Thomas  Kennedy;  San- 
cquhar,  Robert  Carmichaell ;  Galloway,  Robert  Alexander ;  Dingwall,  Donald 
Dingwall ;  Queensferrie,  James  Hill ;  Innerarie,  John  Mauchlane  ;  Forterose, 
Robert  Innes;  Kintoir,  John  Vdney;  Innerurie  John  Anderson;  Week,  Alex- 
ander Manson ;  Kirkwall,  David  Cragie  ;  Innerbervie,  William  Beatoun  ;  Stan- 
raer,  Patrick  Paterson ;  Dumfreis,  Anstruther  Wester,  Rhenfrew,  Rutherglen, 
Kilrennie,  and  Dornoch  (blank). 

27  April  1686. 

1 .  Sir  Thomas  Kennedy  of  Kirkhill,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  The  commissioners  took  the  test. 


Letter  from 
the  secretary 
of  state. 


28  April  1686. 

3.   The  present  convention  having  caused  read  the  copie  of  the  Kings 
Majesties  letter  direct  to  his  Majesties  privie  councill    concerning  the 
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matter  of  trade,  and  having  alsoe  caused  read  the  viscount  of  Melfort,  Edinburgh. 
secretary  of  state,  his  letter  direct  to  the  royall  burrowes,  recorded  amongst 


•      1  •  IT-  T     Letter  from 

the  acts  made  the  last  particular  convention,  and  their  answer  made  the  secretary 
thereto,  and  the  drawght  of  the  act  of  parliament  sent  therwith  to  the  °  ^  **  ''■ 
lord  secretary  of  state,  and  his  return  to  the  said  letter  direct  to  this 
present  convention,  they  appoynted  the  said  return  from  the  secretary  to 
be  recorded,  wherof  the  tenor  foUowes  :  Whythall,  22  Apryle  1686.  Right 
Honorable.  I  receaved  your  letter  of  the  1 5th  Aprill  and  haue  made  no 
delay  in  obtaining  his  Majesties  gracious  answer  to  the  humble  demands 
therin  mentioned.  As  to  the  first  wherof,  his  Majesty  commands  me  to 
assure  yow  that  he  has  fullie  instructed  his  comissioner  in  the  affaire  so 
as  yow  who  on  the  account  of  trade  and  priviledge  pay  the  sixth  pairt  of 
the  cess  of  the  kingdome  may  haue  the  benefit  of  that  trade  ye  pay  for, 
and  his  Majesty  doubts  not  but  the  parliament  will  advise  him  justly  in 
the  matter  and  for  your  interest.  As  for  your  desires  concerning  the 
judging  of  differences  amongst  yourselues,  his  Majesty  being  so  late  ac- 
quainted with  it  can  give  no  determinate  answer  till  he  has  advised  it 
below  which  his  Majesty  will  doe  with  all  speed  and  give  yow  the  best 
answer  his  service  will  allow  in  the  affaire.  The  King  is  not  only  pro- 
ceiding  in  the  matter  of  a  free  trade  with  England,  but  has  instructed  his 
commissionar  in  many  things  tending  to  your  advantage  which  in  dew 
tyme  his  grace  will  communicat  to  yow.  For  my  own  pairt,  as  I  find  in  his 
Majesty  a  royall  and  generous  inclination  to  restore  your  soe  much  decayed 
trade,  and  to  doe  all  that  may  make  the  kingdome  in  generall,  and  most 
especiallie  yow  his  royall  borroughs,  live  in  peace,  prosperitie,  and  plenty, 
soe  I  shall  not  be  wanting  to  doe  all  on  my  pairt  to  promove  a  work  his 
Majesty  is  soe  much  concerned  in  and  by  which  yow  will  receave  soe  great 
advantadge,  not  doubting  but  as  yow  have  alwayes  had  your  intire  depend- 
ance  on  the  croune  when  the  concerne  wes  les  minded,  you  will  on  all 
occasions,  especiallie  in  this  enshewing  session  of  parliament,  show  the 
zealous  duty  ye  have  for  the  best  of  kings  and  most  generous  of  bene- 
factors. The  early  and  full  promises  contained  in  yours  to  me  leaves  in 
me  no  doubt  of  your  dutefullnes,  and  I  doe  humblie  assure  yow  that  soe 
long  as  yow  are  soe  to  him  I  shall  never  faill  to  be,  right  honowrable,  your 
most  humble  servant,  sic  subscribitur,  Melfoet.  Matters  to  bo 

4.   The  convention  agrees  that  when  his  Majesties  high  comissioner  '^™J)f^*gnf """^ 
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Edinbuegh.     his  instructions  are  knowne  as  to  the  concerns  of  the  royall  burrows  that 

the  present  comissioners  have  ther  thoughts  what  is  fit  to  be  offered  in 

brought  before  parliament  as  to  the  matter  of  trade  and  the  mentinance  of  the  priviledges 
parliament.  ^£  ^j^^  royall  burrowcs  furder  then  what  is  contained  in  the  drawght  of 
the  said  act  of  parhament,  and  that  the  same  be  presented  to  the  conven- 
tion at  their  next  meeting  in  write,  which  meeting  they  appoynt  to  be  as 
the  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh,  preses  of  the  convention,  shall  find  occasion 
to  call  the  same. 

17  May  1686. 

Excise  on  malt.  5.  The  Convention  being  informed  there  is  ane  act  past  in  the  articles 
to  be  brought  in  to  the  parliament  appoynting  these  in  the  royall  burrows 
that  brewes  malt  for  ther  privat  vse  and  is  not  vendit  and  sold  should  pay 
two  merks  of  excyse  for  each  boll  of  malt  browen  be  them,  for  a  help  to 
make  vp  the  quota  of  the  King's  annuity,  wheras  these  that  are  not 
heritors  in  the  countrie  whoe  brewes  for  ther  oune  privat  vse  are  not  bur- 
dened with  that  excyse,  doe  therefor  conclud  it  as  ther  opinion  that  each 
comissionar  of  the  borrowes  vse  ther  indeavours  for  preventing  the  passing 
of  the  said  act  in  parliament,  it  being  a  generall  concern  of  the  borrowes. 


Edinbuegh. 
6  July  1686. 

Sederunt. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Magnus  Prince  and  Thomas  Somervaill ;  Perth,  Patrick  Hay; 
Dundie,  Patrick  Balneves  ;  Aberdeen,  Patrick  Divvie  ;  Stirling,  John  M'CuUoch  ; 
Linlithgow,  Alexander  Milne;  St  Andrews,  Thomas  Finlay ;  Glasgow,  John 
Barnes  ;  Haddingtoun,  William  M'Caul ;  Kirkcaldie,  John  Ferguson  ;  Montrose, 
Robert  Eennald ;  Cowper,  Mr  John  Malcolme  ;  Dumfries,  John  Irving  ;  Inver- 
ness, David  Palson ;  Bruntisland,  Michael]  Setoun ;  Innerkeithing,  John  Hen- 
derson;  Kinghorn,  Eobert  Bruce;  Brichen,  Francis  Molison ;  Jedburgh,  Robert 
Ainslie  ;  Diimfermling,  Andrew  Walker  ;  Selkirk,  William  Wauch  ;  Dumbartoun, 
Mr  James  Smollet ;  Rhenfrew,  Peter  Paterson ;  Dunbar,  William  Kirkwood  ; 
Lanerk,  James  Weir ;  Aberbrothock,  Patrick  Stiven  ;  Elgin,  Alexander  Dumbar ; 
Peibles,  John  Govan ;  Carraill,  William  Craufoord ;  Culross,  Sir  Alexander 
Bruce  ;  Bamff,  Frederick  Ogilvie  ;  Forfar,  John  Carnegie  ;  Rutherglen,  Andrew 
HaiTiie  ;  Northberwick,  Charles  Maitland ;  Lawder,  Alexander  Home ;  Queens- 
ferry,  James  Hill;  Anstruther  Eister,  Kirkcudbright,  Wigtoun,  and  Pitten- 
weem,  excused;  Forres,  exeimed.      (Nineteen  burghs  Uanh). 
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Edinburgh. 

6  July  1G86.  ^  ^"^y ^'^"^- 

1.  Sir  Thomas  Kennedy,  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.  The  commissioners  took  the  test.  Test. 

3.  Appointed   a  committee  to  revise   the  commissions  and  prepare  what  is  Comittie. 
necessary  to  be  offered  for  the  consideration  of  the  convention. 

7  July  1686. 

4.  Approved  of  report  of  the  committee  on  commissions.  Commissions. 

5.  The  convention,  considering  that  Anstruther  Wester  and  Kilrennie  have  Anstruthers 
renounced  the  privileges  of  royal  burghs,  and  that  thereby  the  burden  of  their  ^®^*'^''  ^.'^ 
public  dues  may  fall  on  the  other  burghs,  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into  rennie,' Dysart. 
their  condition  "to  the  end  the  saids  burghs  may  dispon  ther  said  comon  good  in 

favors  of  the  royall  burghs  for  their  releif"  The  committee  were  also  instructed 
to  inquire  and  report  as  to  the  condition  of  Dysart  and  Anstruther  Ei.ster,  who 
have  no  magistrates  and  are  deficient  in  paying  their  public  dues. 

6.  The  convention  desired   the  burghs  who  have  not  done  so  to  make  the  Dumbarton 
voluntary  contribution  appointed  for  Dumbarton  for  help  towards  building  their  bridge. 
bridge  over  the  Leven. 

7.  The  convention  taking  to  thair  consideration  that  Mr  Jolm  Electing  sir 
Ritchardson,  generall  clerk  to  the  borrowes,  wes  allenarly  elected  ther  clerk  oierk.^ 
during  ther  pleasure,  and  that  it  is  alwayes  in  ther  option  to  continow  or 
lay  asyd  ther  clerk  when  they  think  fitt,  and  considering  that  Sir  James 
Rocheid  of  Innerleith,  present  toun  clerk  of  Edinburgh,  hes  during  the 
space  he  wes  clerk  to  the  royall  burrowes  and  since  done  many  good 
offices  and  services  to  the  royall  burrowes  and  is  reddie  upon  all  occasions 
to  doe  them  service,  therefor  they  declair  the  said  Mr  John  Ritchardson  as 
generall  clerk  to  the  burrowes  his  place  (efter  the  disolving  of  this  present 
generall  convention)  vaccand,  and  doe  heirby  elect,  nominat,  and  choyse 
the  said  Sir  James  Rocheid  to  be  generall  clerk  to  the  saids  royall  burrows 
in  place  of  the  said  Mr  John  Ritchardson  during  the  pleasure  of  the  royall 
burrowes. 

8.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  agent's  accounts  and  his  diligence  Agents  ac- 
against  the  absent  burghs.  compts. 

9.   Mr  John  Richardson,  present  clerk  to  the  borrowes,  produced  ane  Acts  trans- 
order  under   the   hands  of  the  lord  chancellor,  Duke  of  Hamilton,   and  retary  of  state. 
2  I 
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Edinbuhgh.     Generall  Drummond  commanding  him  as  clerk  to  the  royall  borrows  to 

— 1-  give  furth  extracts  of  the  whoU  acts  of  the  burrowes  made  in  ther  con- 

mitted  to^seo-  vention  anuo  j™  vj''  and  eighty  fyve  years,  which  order  is  founded  vpon 
retary  of  state.  ^^^^  letter  direct  from  the  Kings  royall  Majeatie,  daited  the  second  day  of 
June  last,  ordering  the  saids  acts  to  be  transmitted  to  the  secretary  of 
state  for  this  kingdome,  and  which  ordor  is  daited  the  eighteen  day  of 
June  last,  and  signified  to  the  convention  that  conforme  to  the  said  ordor 
he  had  extracted  the  saids  acts  and  delyvered  them  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  said  secretary  of  state  and  that  he  acquented  the  lord  provest  of 
Edinburgh,  present  preses  of  the  convention,  befor  he  signed  the  saids 
acts.  The  convention  approves  of  the  said  Mr  John  Ritchardson  his  giving 
obedience  to  the  said  ordor  founded  upon  his  Majesties  comand. 
Act  allowing  10.   The  convention  taking  to  ther  consideration  the  petition  pre- 

tion\-20o!'"''^  sented  to  them  be  the  master,  governors,  assistants,  and  other  members  of 
the  Scots  Corporation  at  London,  craving  that  this  present  generall  con- 
vention wold  for  the  reasons  at  lenth  held  furth  in  the  said  petition 
(which  is  signed  be  the  petitioners)  grant  ane  charitable  supple  to  the 
said  corporation  for  a  help  toward  the  supplie  and  mentenance  of  many 
distressed  Scotsmen  that  happens  to  repair  to  the  city  of  London  fre- 
quently and  other  indigent  Scots  men  that  receids  therin,  as  at  lenth  is 
contained  in  the  said  petition  and  desyre  therof ;  which  being  considered 
be  the  said  convention,  and  they  finding  that  severall  noblemen,  gentle- 
men, and  others  hes  in  a  large  measur  extended  ther  charity  to  the  said 
corporation,  and  that  the  royall  borrowes  conceaving  they  ought  not  to 
be  short  in  extending  thair  charitie  for  promoving  and  mentaining  soe 
good  and  pious  a  work,  therefor  they  heirby  unanimouslie  agree  to  bestow 
upon  the  said  corporation  the  soume  of  two  hundred  pounds  sterling 
money  to  be  payed  by  the  respective  burghs  conforme  to  the  taxt  roll  at 
the  termes  following,  viz.,  the  first  one  hundred  pound  sterling  in  July 
j™  vj'=  and  eighty  seven,  and  the  other  one  hundred  pund  sterling  in  July 
j"  vj"^  and  eighty  eight  years. 

Merchants,  11.  The  money  referred  to  in  the  28tli  act  of  the  general  convention  held  in 

factor"^'"""'    "^^^^  1683  not  having  been  remitted,  the  convention  directed  the  conservator  to 

endeavour  to  obtain  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  agent  of  the  burghs  for  behoof 

of  Thomas  Cimninghame's  creditors. 
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8  July  1086.  F'i™^"^.??- 

■'  8  July  1686. 

12.     Approved    of-  the    agent's    accounts    of    disburaements    extending    to  Agent's  ao- 
£2870,  18s.  2d.  Soots,  and  appointed  the  burghs  to  pay  their  proportionate  shares.  ''''^''**'- 

13.  The  convention,  considering  that  the  absent  burghs  that  wer  Absent burgha, 
fyned  for  ther  absence  at  the  generall  convention  in  July  1684  are  poor 
burghs,  unable  to  pay  ther  fynes,  and  that  thes  that  wer  absent  from  the 
last  generall  convention  in  July  1685  wer  absent  upon  the  accompt  they 
wer  attending  his  Majesties  host  at  that  tyme  for  suppressing  of  the  late 
rebellion  made  be  the  late  Earle  of  Argyll  and  the  rest  of  the  rebells  that 
wer  then  in  armes,  they  doe  therfor  remit  the  fynes  imposed  vpon  the 
saids  absent  burghs.  [The  convention  also  unlawed  the  burghs  of  Ayr 
and  Irving,  being  the  only  absent  burghs  able  to  pay,  in  £100  Scots  each 
for  absence  from  this  meeting.] 

1  4.    The  present  convention  considering  that  the  generall  convention  ^'^^  reponmg 

^  .  secretaries  of 

in  July  1085  years  by  ther  act  had  discharged  the  pension  payable  state  to  their 
yearly  to  the  secretaries  of  state  in  respect  they  wer  not  able  to  pay  the 
same  because  of  the  havie  burdens  that  wes  upon  them,  and  declaired 
therby  that  the  said  secretaries  of  state  for  this  kingdome  wer  to  be 
liberallie  rewairded  for  what  service  they  should  therefter  doe  for  the 
interest  of  the  royall  borrowes,  and  the  present  convention  now  consider- 
ing that  the  present  secretaries  of  state  haue  bein  and  are  vpon  all  occa- 
sions reddie  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  royall  borrowes,  therfor  they 
repon  the  saids  secretaries  of  state  to  ther  said  pensions  and  ordaines  the 
agent  to  advance  ther  pension  to  them  for  this  present  year,  1686,  pre- 
sently, wheranent  thir  presents  shall  be  a  warrand  for  allowing  the  same 
to  him  with  annual  rent  therof  in  his  nixt  years  accompts  ;  and  declaires 
the  saids  pension  is  to  continow  during  the  pleasur  of  the  royall 
burrows. 

15.    The  convention  considering  that  Sir  James  Kennedy,  conservator  A°' ^nent  con - 

.      servator. 

of  the  Scots  priviledges  in  the  Netherlands,  hes  latly  procured  ane  gift 
from  his  Majestie  of  severall  considderable  impositions  upon  the  Scots 
ships  and  merchands  trading  from  this  kingdome  to  the  Netherlands,  do 
therefor  recomend  to  the  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh,  present  preses  of 
the  convention,  to  wryt  to  the  secretarie  of  state  and  the  said  conservator 
anent  the  said  gift,  signifieing  how  heavie  that  burden  is  wpon  the  royall 
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Edinburch. 
8  July  1686. 


Exemptions. 


Aberhrothock, 
£200  Scots. 


Clerk,  agent, 
servants. 


Act  anent 
Peter  Brans, 
cairds. 


Allowing  Mr 
Alexander 
Skeen  500 
merks. 


Convention. 


bon-owes,  and  to  endeavour  some  setlement  with  the  conservator  anent 
that  matter,  and  to  report  his  dilligence  as  to  his  progres  therin  to  the 
nixt  particular  or  generall  conventions. 

1 6.  Exempted  the  burghs  of  Tain  and  Cullen  from  sending  commissioners  to 
conventions  for  tliree  years. 

17.  On  the  petition  of  the  burgh  of  Aberbrothock,  "mentioning  their  im- 
povirished  conditione,  mainlie  occasioned  by  the  lose  of  the  best  ships  belonging 
to  the  said  burgh  and  throu  ther  late  repairing  of  ther  harbour  and  the  yearly 
expenses  they  are  at  in  vpholding  of  the  same,"  the  convention  directed  the  fines 
imposed  on  Air  and  Irving  to  be  paid  to  the  petitioners. 

18.  Ordained  certain  gratuities  and  fees  to  be  paid  to  the  clerk,  agent  and 
servants. 

1 9.  The  convention  considering  that  the  royall  borrowes  sustaines 
great  prejudice  be  Peter  Braus  who  hes  procured  from  his  Majesties 
privie  councill  abe  late  gift  prohibiting  the  importing,  vending,  and  sell- 
ing off  playing  cards  but  such  as  are  made  be  him,  and  hes  raised  generall 
letters  thervpon  and  charged  many  of  the  inhabitants  within  thair  saids 
burghs  that  are  not  guilty  of  selling  or  importing  any  forraigne  playing 
cards,  they  doe  therefor  appoynt  ther  agent  to  give  in  a  bill  of  suspension 
to  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  privie  councill  for  suspending  the  saids  letters 
and  generall  charge,  and  recomends  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  and  other 
nixt  adjacent  burghs  to  assist  the  agent  in  procuring  of  the  said  suspension. 

20.  The  convention  appoynts  Mr  James  Elphingstoun,  ther  agent, 
to  give  to  Mr  Alexander  Skeen  the  soume  of  fyve  hundred  merkes  Scots 
money  for  some  books  gifted  be  him  to  this  present  convention  intituled 
(blank). 

21.  The  convention  dissolved  the  present  meitting  and  appoyntes  the 
nixt  generall  convention  of  the  royall  borroues  to  be  h  aid  en  at  Edinburgh 
the  first  Twesday  of  July  1687. 


Edinburgh. 
5  July  1687. 

Sederunt. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Magnus  Prince  and  Thomas  Somervaill  ;  Perth,  Patrick  Hay  ; 
Dundie,  Alexander  Raitt  ;  Aberdeen,  David  Adie  ;  Stirling,  Hugh  Kennedy  ; 
Linlithgow,  Alexander  Smith  ;  St  Andros,  Sir  William  Sharp  ;  Glasgow,  John 
Barnes  ;  Air,  William  Cuningham  :  Haddingtoun,  Sir  William  Paterson  ;  Kirk- 
caldie,    James  Lundie  ;  Montross,   John  Coutts  ;  Couper,   Mr  John  Malcolm  ; 
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Anstnither   Eistev,   Captain   William    Anstruther  ;    Diimfreis,   John    Maxwell  ;  Edinburgh. 
Inverness,     Eobert    Barbour  ;     Bruntisland,     Alexander    Ged  ;     Tnnerkeithing,  5  July  1687. 
Patrick  Kininmound ;  Kinghorn,  Robert  Bruce ;  Brichen,  James  Coway  ;  Irving,  Sederunt. 
Mr  John  Boyd  ;  Jedburgh,   Andrew  Ainsly  ;  Wigtoun,   William   Coltran  ;   Pit- 
tinween,    James    Cook  ;     Dumfermling,    Andrew   Walker  ;     Selkirk,    William 
Wauch  ;   Dumbartoun,  Thomas  Walker  ;   Bhenfrew,  Robert  Hall  ;   Dunbar,  Sir 
Adam   Blair  ;     Lanerk,  Robert   Huntar ;     Aberbrothock,    John  Kyd ;    Elgin, 
Mr  Alexander   Grant ;     Peibles,   John   Govan ;    Carraill,   William   Crawford ; 
Culross,  James  Mackie  ;     Bamff,   George  Lesly  ;    Rutherglen,  Andrew  Harvie  ; 
North berwick,  Charles  Maitland;  Lauder,  David  Maitland;  Queensferry,  William 
Algeo  ;  Stanraer,  Patrick  Paterson  ;  Nairn,  exeimed.   (Twenty-four  burghs  blank.) 

5  July  1687. 

1.  Sir  Thomas  Kennedy  of  Kirkhill,   lord  provost   of  Edinburgh,  elected  Preses. 
preses. 

2.  Sir  James  Rocheid,  elected  at  last  convention,  acce])ted  the  office  of  clerk.  Rocheid,  clerk. 

3.  Appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  commissions  and  prepare  the  busi-  Committee, 
ness  of  the  convention. 

6  July  1687. 

4.  Approved  of  report  by  committee  on  the  commissions  and  dispensed  with  Commissions. 
any  informality. 

5.  Appointed  a  committee  to  audit  the  agent's  accounts.  Agent's  ao- 

counts 

6.  Ordained   the   agent  to  pay  the  pensions  to  the  Earl  of  Murray  and  the  Secretaries  of 
Earl  of  Melfort,  principal  secretaries  of  state.  state. 

7  July  1687. 

7.  Having  taken  into  consideration  the  15th  act  of  last  general  convention.  Act  anent  con- 
and  having  read  over  the  gift  to  the  conservator  of  the  imposition  on  Scots  ships  servator's  gift. 
trading  to  the  Netherlands,  in  which  it  is  expressly  stated  that  the  imposition 

shall  be  redeemable  by  the  royal  burghs  for  £400  sterling  yearly  ;  and  there 
being  an  offer  by  the  commissioners  of  Aberdeen  and  Kirkcaldie  to  find  security 
for  payment  of  £500  sterling  yearly  for  five  years,  they  obtaining  power  to  uplift 
the  dews  contained  in  the  conservator's  gift,  the  convention  accepted  of  the  offer 
on  condition  that  any  other  burghs  may  be  admitted  as  partners  before  next 
meeting,  and  remitted  to  the  preses  to  ascertain  what  less  sum  than  £400  the 
conservator  will  accept  and  to  agree  with  him.  The  preses  was  also  directed  to 
write  to  the  conservator  "  that  in  caise  he  have  necessary  occasion  to  repair  to 
Hamburgh,  that  he  doe  his  outmost  endeavour  for  the  interest  of  the  trade  of 
this  nation  in  that  place,  for  which  the  burrowes  will  be  gratefull  to  him,  and 
incaise  he  have  noe  other  affaires  bot  to  goe  ther  expresly  for  the  interest  of  the 
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Edinburgh. 
7  July  1687. 


Commissioners 
expenses. 


Act  anent 
Kilrenny. 


Kirkcaldy, 
Montrose. 


Act  anent 
Elgine. 


Renfrew. 


Dunlop,  gra- 
tuity. 


Act  anent 
Dysart. 


trade  of  this  natione,  he  may  signiife  to  the  lord  provost  what  his  charges  will 

.  extend  to,  to  the  effect  the  royall  borrowes  may  know  whether  it  be  ther  interest 

to  commissionat  him  expresly  to  repair  to  Hamburgh  for  negotiating  ther  affaires." 

8.  The  convention  statutes  and  ordaines  that  in  all  tyme  coining  the 
commissioneris  of  burghs  that  shall  be  appoynted  to  visit  the  condition  of 
any  royall  burghs  wpon  ther  supplication  that  the  saids  commissioners 
shall  repair  to  the  respective  burghs  wpon  the  charge  and  expenses  of 
that  burgh  that  shall  supplicat  for  the  same. 

9.  The  conventione  taking  to  consideratione  the  petition  given  in  be 
the  burgh  of  Kilrenny  craving  to  be  expunged  out  of  the  borrow  rolls 
and  free  of  all  bygane  publict  burdens,  ordanes  befor  they  give  thair 
ansuer  to  the  petition  that  the  most  considerable  inhabitants  of  the  said 
burgh,  old  magistrats  and  others  whoe  best  knowes  the  condition  of  the 
said  burgh,  to  compeir  befor  the  nixt  generall  convention  and  to  answer 
to  such  interrogators  concerning  the  rights,  comon  good,  and  state  of  the 
place,  as  they  shall  be  interrogat  upon  by  the  said  convention,  to  th 
effect  a  clear  discovery  may  be  made  whether  they  ought  to  continow  as 
a  member  of  the  royall  borrows  and  to  pay  ther  proportion  of  the  taxt  roll. 

10,  11.  On  the  supplications  of  Kirkcaldy  and  Montrose  for  ease  from  public 
burdens,  the  convention  appointed  committees  to  enquire  into  the  condition  of 
the  burghs  and  to  report. 

1 2.  Granted  authority  to  the  burgh  of  Elgin  to  set  in  feu  or  long  tacks  the 
lands  pertaining  to  them  called  the  Cattaills  and  Greens  ;  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  report  on  the  condition  of  the  burgh. 

13.  Agreed  to  advance  to  the  burgh  of  Renfrew  500  merks  Scots  towards 
rebuilding  their  tolbooth,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  report  on  the  condition 
of  the  burgh. 

14.  Allowed  to  Mr  Alexander  Dunlop,  advocate,  clerk  to  the  burgh  rolls  of 
exchequer,  £100  Scots  of  gratuitie  for  his  bygone  service. 

1 5.  Allowed  to  Veatch  of  Dayick,  presenter  of  the  signatures  of  exchequer,  who 
has  given  "  ther  agent  frequent  adverticement  when  any  signator  wes  precented 
wher  any  of  the  borrowes  wer  concerned,"  £60  Scots  for  the  bygone  yeai-s'  service. 

16.  On  the  petition  of  the  burgh  of  Dysart  "mentioning  that  they  have  had 
noe  magistrats  this  three  years  bygane  by  reasone  of  their  want  of  trade,  and  that 
they  have  noe  comon  good,  their  harbour  and  crofts  which  is  the  only  comou 
good  they  had  which  is  evicted  from  them  by  a  persute  of  law  at  the  instance  of 
my  Lord  Sinclar,  and  that  they  are  resting  considerable  debts  to  ther  creditors  " 
and  craving  exemption  from  bygone  missive  dues,  the  convention  appointed  the 
dues  to  be  paid  and  recommended  the  condition  of  the  burgh  to  be  considered  at 
next  general  convention. 


Convention  of  Boyal  Burghs.  71 


EDINB  JBGH. 


17.   Exempted  the  burgh  of  Nairn  from  sending  commissioners  to  conven- 7  j^w  ^ggy ' 
tions  for  three  years. 


18.  Exempted  the  burghs  of  Air  and  Irving  from  payment  of  fines  imposed  Nairn. 
upon  them  for  absence  from  last  general  convention.  Air  and  Irving, 

19.  The  convention  revived  the  22d  act  of  the  general  convention  of  July  Act  anent  bur- 
1683,  and  ordained  the  commissioners  to  come  to  the  conventions  instructed  as  gesses  being- 
to  what  particular  burgesses  of  their  burghs  are  partners  of  unfree  persons.  unfreemen. 

20.  Ordained  the  agent  to  write  to  the  conservator  to  seek  redress  of  the  Gordoun, 
abuse  against  John  Gordon,  factor  at  Campheer,  in  several  exactions  taken  from  f^iotor  at  Cam- 
him  by  the  workmen  of  Campheer. 

21.  The   convention    having    red    the    letter   from   the   conservator  Letter  to 

...  .  .  secretary  of 

wherein  mentione  is  made,  at  least  is  insinuat,  by  him  that  in  the  late  state. 
treatie  betuixt  our  King  and  the  King  of  Denmark  that  the  interest  of 
the  trade  of  this  kingdome  is  comprehended  in  that  treatie  als  weell  as 
Ingland,  the  convention  recomends  to  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  to 
wryt  to  the  Earle  of  Melfort,  principall  secretary  of  state,  to  know  how  far 
the  trade  of  this  nation  is  concerned  by  the  said  treaty. 

22.  Continued  an  article  of  the   missive  as  to  the  measures  of  Linlithgow,  Act  anent 
ordained  the  price  of  a  set  to  be  45  merks,  and  directed  proceedings  to  be  taken  Linlithgow. 
for  putting  acts  in  force.  ^ 

23.  A  letter  having  been  received  from  Mr  Gordon,  factor  at  Campheir,  to  Creditors  of 
James   Elphinston,  agent,  as   to   money  belonging  to   the   creditors   of  the  late  inghame, 
Thomas  Cuninghame,  the  convention  considered  the  letter   unsatisfactory,  and  factor. 
appointed  the  agent  again  to  write  for  a  remittance  of  the  money. 

24.  The  convention   takinar  to   ther  consideration  the  first  article  of  Q^^''^"^'""'' 

'^ ^  ^      _  or  conimis- 

the  missive  anent  the  qualifications  of  ther  commissioners  to  generall  and  aionera. 
particular  conventions,  declaires  that  in  tyme  coming  the  said  qualifica- 
tions shall  not  be  understood  to  comprehend  such  commissioners  as  shall 
be  nominat  magistrats  or  councellors  of  the  royall  burrowes  by  the  Kings 
Majestic,  bot  leaves  it  arbitrary  to  such  burghs  to  insert  or  not  insert  in 
their  commissions  the  forsaid  qualifications  contaued  in  former  platformes 
as  they  shall  think  fitt,  and  ordanes  this  declaration  to  be  subjoyned  to 
the  first  article  of  all  subsequent  missives  to  generall  conventions  of 
burrowes. 

8  July  1687. 

25.  The  convention  being  informed  that  Sir  Adam  Blair,   commis- Earle  of  Mel- 
sioner  for  the  burgh  of  Dunbar,  is  going  to  court,  they  doe  earnestlie  burrowed '^''° 
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fj'T"i6S7'     I'ecomend  to  him  to  represent  to  the  Earle  of  Melfort,  principall  secretary 
—^ —  of  state,  the  great  prejudice  many  of  the  royall  burrowes  sustaines  by  the 

fort,  affaires  of  Dutch  bushcs  ther  fishing  within  sight  of  land,  contrair  to  the  treaty 
betuixt  his  Majestie  and  States  of  Holland,  and  the  pressors  they  lye 
under  by  burghs  of  regalities  and  barronies,  and  the  great  imposts  laid  on 
the  Scots  goods  by  the  King  of  Denmark  and  Swedden,  and  that  he 
wold  doe  his  outmost  endeavor  to  obtaine  some  redres,  which  the  borrowes 
declaires  shall  be  most  acceptable  service  done  to  them,  and  rccomends  to 
the  said  Sir  Adame  Blair  to  keep  frequent  correspondence  with  the 
provest  of  Edinburgh  anent  what  success  he  expects  to  get  done  in  these 
affaires. 

Agents  ac-  26.    Approved    of    the    agent's    accounts    of    disbursements    extending    to 

counts.  £3696,  3s.  4d.  Scots,  and  ordained  the  bui-ghs  to  pay  their  shares. 
Eiphinston,  27.  Allowed   to  James   Elphinston,  agent,  who   has   resigned    his    office   a 

agent.  gratuity  of  £600  Scots  and  another  of  £400  Scots. 

9  July  1687. 
Payment  of  28.  Allowed  certain  fees  to  Alexander  Gay  and  other  servants. 

fees. 

Act  anent  salt-         29.   The  preses  represented    to  the  convention  that    ther  being  a 

masters,  mono-  j      •  p  ,  i  i  .    ,  ,  ° 

poUe.  designe  ot  the  salt  masters  to  mhaunce  and  make  ane  monopolie  of  salt 

in  prejudice  of  the  royall  borrowes,  which  he  wes  at  great  paines  to  with- 
stand and  at  last  prevailled  to  get  the  samen  waved  and  delayed,  bot 
knowes  not  how  soon  the  said  project  may  be  revived,  the  conventione 
declaires  they  are  very  sensible  of  his  lordships  care  and  diligence  in  that 
affaire  and  againe  recomends  to  his  lordship  that  incaice  any  such  pro- 
ject should  be  set  on  foot  heirefter  that  his  lordship  will  continow  his 
care  in  preventing  of  it,  and  impowers  the  agent  to  follow  his  directions 
in  the  matter,  and  requyres  any  of  ther  number  that  shall  happen  to  be 
present  when  any  such  project  shall  be  walkned  to  assist  and  concur  with 
his  lordship  in  the  said  matter. 

Taxtroll.  30.  The  convention  taking  into  consideration   the   21st  act  of  the  general 

convention  of  July  1683  continued  the  present  tax  roll  for  other  five  vears  after 
July  1688.  .  ' 

Conjunct  clerk         ^l"  The  generall  conventione,  at  the  earnest   desyre  of  Sir  James 
elected.  Rocheid,  present  clerk  to  the  royall  borrowes,  does  elect  and  choyse  ^neas 
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M'Leod,  clerk  of  Edinburgh,  to  be  conjunct  general  clerk  to   the  royall  f  j^i^Xsf 

borrowes  with  the  said  Sir  James  and  that  during  the  borrowes  pleasure, 

allowing  to  him  the  equall  half  of  all  the  dewes  and  casualties  belonging 
to  the  said  office. 

32.  Compeired  Mr  James  Elphinstoun,  agent  for  the  royall  borrowes,  John  Bnchan 
and  dimitted  his  office  as  agent  in  the  hands  of  the  royall  burrowes  ;  and  ''^'^^^^'^  *^'^"'- 
the  convention    considering  the  abilities  and  good   qualifications   of  Mr 

John  Buchan,  advocat,  and  his  fitnes  to  exerce  that  imployment,  they 
have  elected  nominat  and  choysen  and  be  thir  presents  elects  nominats 
and  choyses  the  said  Mr  John  Buchan  to  be  agent  to  the  royall  burrowes 
in  the  said  Mr  James  Elphinstoun  his  stead,  and  allowes  to  him  the  fies, 
dewes,  and  casualties  belonging  to  that  office. 

33.  The   convention    appoynts  the   clerk   to  wryt  such   deliverances  Briohen, 
vpon  the  back  of  the  petitions  of  Brichen  and  Bruntisland  as  is  contained  Bruntisiand. 
in  the  acts  vpon  the   petitions  given  in  be  the  burghs  of  Kirkcaldie  and 
Montrose. 

34.  The  convention  remits  to  the  consideration  of  nixt  generall  con-  Fines  absents, 
ventione  what  fynes  shall  be  imposed  vpon  these  burghs   that  are  absent 

from  this  present  convention. 

35.  Ratified  and  approved  a  disposition  by   the  magistrates  and  council   of  j^j^j;;;    (.■ 
Haddingtoun  in  favor  of  Alexander  Maitland  and  his  apouseof  some  lands  lying  in  Haddingtoun. 
and  holding  fen  of  the  bui-gh.    The  deed  of  ratification  is  engrossed  in  the  record. 

36.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  next  general  convention  to  Convention. 
be  held  at  EdiuVjnrgh  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  July  next. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

3JnIyl6S8. 
Edinburgh,  James  Nicholson  and  James  Oockburn  ;  Perth,  Sir  Patrick  Sederunt. 
Thrieplaud  ;  Dundie,  Major  Generall  Graliam  and  John  Graham,  assessor  ; 
Aberdeen,  David  .<3Edie;  Stirling,  Hugh  Kennedy;  Linlithgow,  James  Urquhart  ; 
St  Andrews,  Sir  William  Sliarp  ;  Glasgow,  Walter  Gibson  ;  Air,  Sir  William 
Wallace  ;  Haddingtoun,  Sir  William  Paterson  ;  Kirkcaldie,  James  Lundie  ; 
Montross,  Robert  Rennald  ;  Cowpei-,  Lachlan  Schaw  ;  Dumfreis,  John  Max- 
well ;  Inverness,  Alexander  DuflF ;  Bruntisland,  Miohaell  Seton  ;  Innerkeithing, 
John  Anderson;  Kinghorn,  John  Skeen,  younger  of  Hallyairds  ;  Brichen,  James 
Coway  ;  Irving,  Robert  Wallace  ;  Jedburgh,  Mr  William  Rymson  ;  Kirkcud- 
bright, William  Broun;  Wigtoim,  William  Moir ;  Pittinweeni,  James  Cook; 
2  K 
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Edinbuhgh.      Dunfermling,  Andrew  Walker;  Selkirt,  John  Riddell  ;   Rhenfrew,  Robert  Hall; 

3  July  1688.  Dunbar,  Sir  Adam  Blair  ;  Lanark,  Robert  Huntar  ;  Aberbrothock,  John  Kyd  ; 
Peibles,  John  Govan  ;  Cari'aill,  William  Craufiird  ;  Tain,  Charles  Hay ;  Culross, 
James  M'Kie  ;  Bamff,  William  Fyff;  Whythorn,  Adam  Keith;  Forfar,  John 
Carnegie  ;  Eutherglen,  Sir  James  Hamiltoun  ;  Northberwick,  Charles  Maitland  ; 
Lauder,  David  Maitland;  Sancquhar,  Robert  Carmiohaell;  Queeusferrie,  William 
Algeo  ;   Stanraer,  John  Row.      (Twenty-two  burghs  blank). 

3  Julj^  1688. 

p  L   Magnus  Prince,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

Committee.  2.   A])pointed  a  committee  to   "  consider  the   commissions  and  report,   and 

generallie  to  prepair  all  other  afiaiis,  bills,  and  others  that  shall  happen  to  come 

under  the  cognizance  of  this  convention." 
Commissions.  3.   Approved  of  report  by  the  committee  as  to  commissions. 

Actinfavores  4.   The  Convention  considering  the  eminent  and  singular  qualification 

M'Kenz^e"'^''  of  Sir  George  Mackenzie  of  Ro.sehaugh,  his  Majesties  advocate,  and  how 
steidable  and  necessar  a  person  he  is  to  maintain  the  trevir  interest  of  the 
royall  borrows  and  to  advyse  them  in  all  affaires  of  law  and  other  difficult 
caises,  therfor  they  hereby  reschind  that  act  of  borrowes  discharging  his 
owne  and  his  servants  pensions,  dated  the  nynth  day  of  July  j™  vj°  and 
eighty  fyve,  and  appoynts  his  and  his  servant  pensions  since  syne  to  be 
payed  by  the  agent  as  formerly,  viz.,  the  said  lord  advocats  pension 
which  is  fyve  hundred  nierks  yearly  and  his  servants  pension  which  is 
sexty  pounds  Scots  yearly  ;  as  alsoe  in  tyme  coming  during  the  pleasur 
of  the  convention. 
„       .   .     ,  o.   The    convention  taking   to    ther    serious  consideration  that  it  is 

Commission  to  ... 

Magnus  Prince  ane  necessar  and  indispensible  dewty  lying  vpon  the  royall  burrows  at 
'  this  tyme  to  expres  the  great  joy  and  gladnes  they  haue  for  the  unspeak- 
able and  ritch  blissing  of  the  birth  of  a  young  and  hopfull  Prince,  does 
therefor  unanimously  resolve  to  send  ane  of  ther  number  as  commissioner  to 
court  to  congratulat  the  same,  and  having  certane  knowledge  of  the  loyalty 
and  fitnes  of  Magnus  Prince,  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh,  ther  preses,  does 
heirby  nominat  and  appoynt  his  lordship  ther  commissioner  to  the  effect 
forsaid  for  presenting  ther  most  humble  and  dewtifull  addresses  to  the 
King  and  Queens  Majestie,  which  wer  publictly  red  and  approven  of  by 
the  haili  convention  and  appoynted  to  be  recorded  in  tber  generall  regis- 
ter, wherof  the  tenor  followes  :  May  it  pleas  your  sacred  Majestie.  If  the 
yearly  dewty  we  pay  your  Majestie  in  a  generall   mcitting  of  your  royall 
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burrows   had  not  called  us  togither  at  this  tyme  yet  we  had  (efter  thank-  Edinbdroh 

"^  Tiilv  IfiS^ 

iag  of  the  Almighty  God  in  our  respective  borrows  for  the  birth  of  the 


_   ,         .     ,      .  ,  Commission  to 

young  Frince)  designed  to  have  mett  of  purpose  for  acknowledging  the  Magnus  Princo 
great  obligation  we  owe  your  Majesty  in  lenthning  out  even  beyond  your  "  ^°  °  '^°"'"  ■ 
owne  lyfe  the  happines  and  quyet  which  we  justly  expect  during  the 
Prince  his  lyfe,  nor  doe  wee  doubt  bot  that  the  enemies  of  our  peace  will 
vpon  his  birth  find  it  necessary  for  them  to  lay  asyd  all  hopes  which  they 
intertained  of  being  able  to  trouble  our  tranquility,  and  that  with  him 
God  will  bestow  vpon  your  Majesty  that  devot  gratitud  which  may  pre- 
vaill  with  his  infinit  goodnes  to  blis  you  with  the  inteir  submission  of 
your  subjects,  and  your  subjects  with  the  happines  of  your  long  and  vigor- 
ous lyfe.  Great  Sir,  interest  alse  weell  as  dewty  does  ty  your  royall 
burrowes  to  a  mor  imediat  dependance  vpon  that  royall  authority  which 
gave  them  both  ther  being  and  priviledges,  and  experience  hes  now 
obleidged  us  to  believe  that  you  make  our  interest  your  owne,  and  there- 
for wee  doe  againe  renew  to  your  Majestie  the  sincere  offer  of  our  lyves 
and  fortuns,  being  much  inlyvened  by  the  new  hopes  which  spring  freshly 
from  this  occasion,  and  to  testifie  our  extraordinary  joy  vpon  it  wee  hive 
sent  your  Majesties  provest  of  Edinburgh  (the  cheif  of  our  representatives 
and  one  very  much  esteimed  amongst  us  for  his  loyalty)  to  testifie  beyond 
what  a  letter  can  doe  that  ther  are  non  of  your  Majesties  subjects  mor 
joyfull  vpon  this  occasion  then,  may  it  pleas  your  sacred  Majestie,  your 
Majesties  most  humble,  most  dewtifull,  and  most  obedient  loyall  subjects 
and  servants,  the  comissionars  of  the  royall  borrows  of  your  Majesties 
ancient  kingdome  of  Scotland.  Signed  in  presence  and  by  warrand  of 
the  generall  convention  of  borrows  by  our  preses  and  clerk,  the  particular 
subscriptions  of  the  wholl  commissioners  being  recorded  in  our  registers. 

6.   Followes  the  tenor  of  the  other  address  : —  Letter  to  the 

May  it  pleas  your  serene  Majestie.  The  great  veneration  which  wejtsfe"'^'  ''" 
had  for  your  Majesties  person  when  we  wer  honoured  with  your  presence 
in  this  kingdome  did  presage  that  we  should  one  day  owe  you  greater 
obligations  then  wer  dew  to  a  subject,  and  now  wee  find  wee  owe  yow 
more  then  is  dew  to  a  Queen,  for  in  giving  us,  under  God,  this  young 
Prince,  yow  have  given  us  with  him  a  guard  to  our  peace  and  a  security 
to  our  propertie,  and  therfore,  as  ane  humble  acknowledgement  of  this 
great  favour,   wee  have    sent-  the  provest  of  Edinburgh  to  kiss  in  our 
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EDiNBURaH.     name  those  princely  hands  from  whicli  our  posterity  are  to  expect  that  pro- 

3  July  Iboo.  L  J  a.  •       1  J     J. 

-  taction  and  bounty  which  may  turn  dewty  unto  gratitude,  and   to  assure 

Queen's  Ma-     your  Majestie  that  we  shall  teach  our  posteritie  by  our  example  to  con- 
jestie.  tribut  as  much   as  in   us  or  them  lyes  to  make   his  throne   (when    God 

brings  him  to  it)  as  pleasant  and  easie  as  our  lyves  are  to  us  under  the 
glorious  reigne  of  his  royall  parents.  Our  kyndness  to  his  person  and 
interest  shall  alwa3^es  grow  vp  with  him,  and  we  should  be  sorie  that  our 
joy  vpon  this  occasion  wer  not  nixt  to  that  of  the  Kings  and  yours  or  that 
your  Majestie  should  think  that  any  wold  prove  mor  faithfull  to  yow  and 
liim  then,  may  it  please  your  serein  Majestie,  your  Majesties  most  humble, 
most  dewtifuU,  loyall  and  most  obedient  servants,  the  comissionars  of  the 
royall  borrowes  of  the  ancient  kingdome  of  Scotland.  Signed  by  warrand  of 
the  generall  convention  of  burrowes  by  our  preses  and  clerk,  our  subscrip- 
tions being  recorded  in  our  register. 
Lord  provost'.  7_   The  convention  considering  that  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh, 

ther  commissionar  to  court,  will  be  at  considerable  charges  in  his  negotia- 
tion ther  and  expensses  in  his  journey,  as  to  which  they  give  him  full 
credit,  being  assured  he  will  vse  such  frugality  as  is  suitable  to  the  nature 
of  such  ane  undertaking,  therfor  the  convention  grants  heirby  warrand  to 
ther  agent  to  give  honour  and  pay  such  bills  as  his  lordship  shall  draw 
vpon  him  vpon  the  borrowes  accompt,  and  allowes  to  the  said  agent  annual 
rent  for  such  soumes  of  money  as  he  shall  advance  for  the  end  forsaid. 
Signature  to  8.   The  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  having  made  report  to  the  conven- 

qu™n!  ^^'  tion  that  his  lordship  having  gotten  notice  that  ther  wes  ane  signatur 
procured  by  Rodger  Gordoun  of  Traquhen,  appoynting  the  toun  of  Tra- 
quhen  to  be  erected  in  a  burgh  of  baronie  and  giving  them  all  the  privi- 
ledges  in  relation  to  trad  that  any  royall  burgh  enjoys,  and  that  he  had 
caused  stop  the  said  signatur  from  being  past  the  exchequer,  and  the 
agent  hauing  alsoe  reported  that  the  procurers  of  the  gift  wer  content 
that  these  words  of  the  gift  anent  the  priviledge  therin  contained  that  is 
proper  only  to  royall  borrowes  to  injoy  should  be  dilate,  the  convention 
does  approve  of  the  said  lord  provost  and  agents  dilligence  in  that  affair 
and  heirby  impouers  the  agent  to  raise  a  summonds  of  reduction  of  the 
haill  gifts  that  are  granted  in  favores  of  any  burghes  of  regalities  and 
barronies  that  containe  the  lyk  priviledges. 

Ai/entsac-  9-   AppoiiiteJ  a  committee  to  audit  the  agent's  accounts. 

compts. 
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10.  The  convention  vpon   petition  given  in  be  Thomas  Peacock  and  Actanent 
senerall  other  of  the  old   magistrats   of  the  burgh   of  Kilrenny,  holding  rennie. 
furth  ther  wnability  to  pay  the  Kings  cess  and  borrow  missive  dewes,  and 

if  they  get  not  ane  ease  they  will  not  be  able  to  continow  as  a  royall 
burgh,  the  convention  out  of  great  kyndnes  and  tendernes  towards  them, 
and  being  willing  to  cherish  them  as  to  ther  continowance  to  be  a  royall 
burgh,  does  heirby  undertake  to  pay  the  half  of  their  bygane  cess  dew  to 
the  Kings  Majestie  since  the  year  j""  vj"  and  eighty  or  j"  vj'^  eighty  one, 
and  to  releive  them  of  ther  bygane  borrow  missive  dewes,  and  ordaines  the 
agent  to  lay  on  the  same  vpon  the  rest  of  the  royall  borrowes  conforme 
to  the  taxt  roll,  provyding  alwayes  that  the  said  Thomas  Peocock  obleidge 
him  to  pay  the  other  half  of  the  said  burghs  proportion  of  the  Kings  cess 
and  ther  proportion  of  the  missive  dewes  in  tyme  coming,  which  he  heirby 
obleidges  him  to  doe. 

11.  The  convention   ordained   the  agent  to  concur  with  and  assist  (1)   the  Agent,  oon- 
burgh  of  Aberdeen  in  discussing  a  suspension   raised  by  a  merchant  and  a  resi-  ™"8"09- 
denter  in  Aberdeen  for  a  fine  imposed  on  them   for  committing  a  riot  ;   (2)  such 
burgesses  of  royal  burghs  as  are  troubled  by  the  Bishop  of  the  Isles  by  exacting 

new  customs  for  their  tishing  ;  (3)  such  freemen  of  royal  burghs  "as  shall  sus- 
pend M'Gregor  whoe  hes  charged  some  of  them  for  importing  of  wooll 
cards;"  (4)  such  merchants  as  shall  make  application  to  be  free  of  the  imposition 
upon  brandy  ;  and  (5)  the  burgh  of  Lanark  in  discussing  two  suspensions  by 
"the  paroch  of  Carstairs  and  Carlouck  whoe  have  suspended  the  charges  given  to 
them  for  wnfree  tradding." 

1  2.  The  convention  haveing  red  a  letter  direct  to  them  by  the  con-  conservator, 
servator  wherein  is  narrated  the  care  and  charges  he  hes  been  at  in  the 
borrowes  affaires  this  last  year  in  the  Low  Cuntries  and  his  offering  to  goe 
to  Hamburgh  to  negotiat  the  borrowes  affaires  thair,  tJie  convention  allowes 
-to  him  two  thousand  merks,  and  heirby  appoynts  the  agent  to  pay  the 
same  to  him.  Its  alwayes  heirby  declared  that  if  he  repair  not  to  Ham- 
burgh to  negotiat  the  borrowes  affaires  ther  the  agent  is  only  to  pay  him 
one  thousand  merks. 

13.   The  convention  having  considered  the  petition  given  in  be  the  Actanent 
burgh   of  Glasgow  holding  furth   in  what  florishing  condition  they  wer  '^^'^S""^- 
formerly  in  and  now  what  condition  they  are  reduced  to  by  reason  of  the 
great  addition  of  burden  imposed  wpon  them  within  this  few  years,  which 
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Act  anent 
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Visitation  of 
Air. 


Act  in  favors 
of  Sir  James 
Cuninghame. 


Kirkoaldie, 
Montrois. 

Eutherglen. 

Why  thorn. 

Inverness, 
Tain,  Peibles. 

Exemptions. 

Dunlop, 
Veatch, 
gratuities. 


maks  ther  burden  to  be  ane  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  pound 
-  sterling  yearly  or  therby,  and  that  these  severall  years  bygane  ther  trade 
has  been  sadly  decaying  and  is  now  come  to  be  very  inconsiderable,  which 
wes  sufficiently  known  to  the  fermours  of  bis  Maiesties  customes,  and  that 
the  decay  of  ther  fishing  wes  ane  universall  discouradgement  to  the 
inhabitants,  and  therefor  craving  the  convention  to  appoynt  three  or  four 
of  ther  number  to  repair  to  ther  burgh  and  to  take  inquirie  of  ther  con- 
ditione,  the  convention  grants  the  desyre  of  the  petition  and  appoynts  the 
commissionars  for  Edinburgh,  Air,  Stirling,  St.  Andrews,  Linlithgow, 
Haddingtoun,  Rutherglen  and  Rhenfrew,  or  any  four  of  them,  to  repair  to 
the  said  burgh  and  take  tryell  of  the  premises  and  to  report  to  the  nixt 
generall  convention. 

14.   The  burgh  of  Air  having  represented  their  bad  condition,  the  convention 
appointed  eight  of  their  number  to  make  inquiry  and  report. 

1  5.  The  convention,  in  complyance  with  the  gift  and  patent  vnder  the 
great  seall  granted  be  the  Kings  Majestie  in  favors  of  Sir  James  Cuning- 
ham,  knight  and  barronet,  residing  in  Cadiz  in  Spain,  constituting  and 
appoynting  him  consul  for  the  Scots  nation  in  all  the  dominions  of  his 
most  catholique  Majestie  in  Ewrop,  doe  approve  therof,  and  allow^es  to  him 
ane  peice  of  eight  vpon  each  butt  of  Spanish  wynes  transported  from 
thence  to  this  kingdome  and  sicklyk  proportionallie  of  other  goods  trans- 
ported or  exported  to  or  from  the  saids  dominions. 

Ifi.   Allowed  to  the  burghs  of  Kirkcaldie  and  Montrois  £25  sterling  each  to 
relieve  their  necessities. 

17.  The  convention  having  taken  to  consideration  the  necessitous  condition 
of  Rutherglen  appointed  six  of  their  number  to  visit  the  burgh  and  report. 

18.  Allowed  to  the   burgh  of  Whythorn   £10  sterling  for  help  towards  the 
repairing  of  their  harbour. 

1 9-21 .  The  convention  appointed  certain  of  the  commissioners  to  visit  Inver- 
ness, Tain,  and  Peibles,  and  report  on  their  condition. 

22.  Allowed  to  the  burgh  of  Ehenfrew  500  merks  Scots  towards  the  i-ebuild- 
ing  of  their  tolbooth. 

23.  Exempted  the  burghs  of  Anstruther  Eiater  and  Kirkwall  from  sending 
commissioners  to  conventions,  for  three  yeai's. 

24.  Continued  gratuity  to  Alexander  Dunlop,  advocate,  clerk  to  the  burgh 
rolls,  and  Veatch  of  Daik,  clerk  to  the  signatures,  for  their  good  services. 
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25.  The    convention    having    considered    the    petition    given    in    be  Act  anent 
William   Anderson,  son  to   William  Anderson,  late  provost    of  Glasgow,  William 

,  o       '  Anderson  in 

bearing  that  in  anno  j™  v'f  and  seventy-fyve  ther  being  ane  letter  sent  to  (iiasgow. 
the  late  Kings  Majestie  which  gave  offence  at  that  tyme,  the  supplicants 
father  amongst  some  others  of  the  borrowes  wes  fyned  in  sex  thousand 
merks  and  wes  imprisoned  till  he  payed  the  same,  and  the  said  act  being 
ane  publict  deed  of  the  convention,  therfore  craveand  the  convention  to 
take  the  supplicants  lose  to  consideration  and  appoynt  some  of  ther  num- 
ber to  consider  the  premisses  and  make  report  to  the  nixt  generall  conven- 
tion, as  the  petition  bears  ;  which  being  considered  be  the  convention  they 
doe  recomend  to  the  comissioners  for  Edinburgh,  Air,  Stirling,  Linlithgow, 
St.  Andrews,  Haddingtoun,  Rutherglen,  and  Rhenfrew  to  consider  the 
said  petition  and  the  ground  whervpon  the  supplicants  father  wes  fyned 
and  report  to  the  nixt  generall  convention. 

26.  On  a  representation  by  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen   "  craving  that  the  fyne  Act  anent  the 
imposed  vpon  the  decei.st  Provost  Petrie  and  the  recomendation  from  the  lordis  deceist Provost 
of  his  Majesties  privie  councill  to  the  borrowes  thereanent  may  be  considered 

by  the  convention,"  the  convention  appointed  six  of  their  number  to  consider  the 
case  and  report. 

27.   On  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Irving  "  representing  that  that  burgh   is  irvlng. 
become  mightily  depauperat  throw  the  absolute  decay  of  trade  these  many  years 
bygane,  mostly  occasioned  throw  the  want  of  ane  saif  harbour  which  they  wer 
not  able  to  repair,"  the  convention  remitted  to  nine  of  the  commissioners  to  make 
trial  of  the  condition  of  the  burgh  and  harbour  and  report. 

28.   On  petition  of  the  burgh  of  Sancquhar,  "bearing  that  ther  tolbuith,  the  Sanquhar. 
cross  and  bridge  is  altogether  rowinous,"  the  convention  remitted  to  three  of  the 
commissioners  to  visit  the  burgh  and  report. 

29.  The  convention  having  considered  the  report  of  the  commis- Act  anent  the 
sioners  appoynted  to  visit  the  condition  of  the  burgh  of  Dysert,  and  finding  -oyfaxt. 
the  same  in  a  very  impoverished  condition,  they  being  in  considerable 
debt,  and  that  they  have  noe  comon  good,  ther  harber  being  taken  from 
them  by  the  lord  St.  Clar,  and  ther  croft  lands  possest  be  ther  creditors 
which  wes  all  the  comon  good  they  had,  and  that  they  have  had  noe 
magistrats  these  several]  years  bygane,  the  conventione  doe  therfore  exeime 
the  said  burgh  from  payment  of  their  bygane  missive  dewes  extending  to 
the  soume  of  three  hundred  and  thretein  pounds  1  4s.  8d.,  and  appoynts 
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Conservator, 

duties 

redeemed. 


Servants  fees. 


Fines,  absence. 


Agents  ac- 

compts 

approven . 

Agent, 

£553,  73. 

Mentaining 

prisoners. 


the  agent  to  proportion  tlie  same  amongst  the  rest  of  the  royall  burrowes 
conforme  to  the  tax  roll. 

30.  The  convention  taking  to  consideration  the  gift  to  the  conservator  of 
duties  on  Scots  ships,  goods,  and  passengers  redeemable  by  the  royal  burghs  for 
the  yearly  salary  of  £400  sterling,  and  also  a  letter  fi'ora  the  conservator  dated 
a  June  last,  where  he  declared  his  willingness  to  accept  that  salary,  the  conven- 
tion bound  themselves  for  payment  thereof  and  directed  John  Buchan,  their 
agent,  to  collect  the  dues. 

31.  Allowed  to  Alexander  Gay  and  other  servants  certain  sums  for  services 
to  the  convention. 

32.  Fined  certain  burghs  for  absence  from  the  convention. 


Instructions 
for  weel  of 
burghs. 


Anstruther 
Wester. 


7  July  1688. 
the    agent's     accounts    of   disbursements     extending 


to 


33.  Approved    of 
£5446,  13s.  Scots  and  ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  shares. 

34.  Allowed  the  agent  £553,  7s.  for  his  pains  in  the  burghs'  affairs. 

35.  The  same  day,  it  being  represented  by  many  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  royall  burrowes  that  they  are  frequently  troubled  by  the  sbirreffs 
of  shyers  and  justices  of  peace  who  sends  in  prisoners  to  their  respec- 
tive tolbuiths  vpon  suspition  of  slaughter,  thift,  and  other  crymes  without 
laying  doun  a  way  for  mentaining  the  saids  prisoners,  whereby  the  burden 
of  ther  mentinance  lyes  heavie  vpon  the  saids  burghs,  therfor  the  convention 
recomends  to  ther  agent  to  represent  their  caice,  by  advyce  of  the  commis- 
sionar  for  Haddingtoun,  to  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  secreit  councillthat  some 
effectuall  course  may  be  taken  to  prevent  such  complents  in  tyme  coming. 

36.  The  convention  appoynts  the  commissioners  for  Edinburgh, 
Perth,  Dundie,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Haddingtoun,  Montross,  Dumfreis, 
and  Kirkcaldie  to  wait  upon  the  provost  of  Edinburgh  this  night  and  to 
draw  wp  such  privat  instructions  as  is  necessar  to  be  moved  at  court  for 
the  weel  of  the  burghs. 

37.  The  convention,  vpon  petition  given  in  be  the  burgh  of 
Anstruther  Wester,  holding  furth  ther  impoverished  condition  and  un- 
ability  to  pay  the  Kings  cess  or  borrow  missive  dties,  the  conventions 
declaires  they  will  take  thair  caice  to  consideration  against  the  nixt 
generall  convention  ;  as  also  declaires  that  ther  is  lying  in  our  clerks 
hands  ane  renunciation  and  disposition  of  the  comon  good  of  the  said 
burgh  in  favors  of  the  royall  burrowes  which  is  yet  wndetermined  by  the 
convention  whither  the  borrrowes  will  accept  therof  or  not. 
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38.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  the  next  general  convention  Edinburgh. 
to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  July  next.  6  July  1688. 

39.  Appointed   a   particular  convention  of  twenty-five   burghs   to  meet  at  General 
Edinburgh  "  anent  what  emergent  affaires  shall  fall  out  concerning  the  royall  '^^l'!^  ^°^' 
borrowes.  oonyentior,. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  e^Novemw 

1688. 
Edinburgh,  James  Nicolson,  dean  of  gild,  and  James  Cockburn  ;  Dundie,  Sederunt. 
John  Grahame  ;  Aberdeen,  David  ^die  ;  Stirling,  Hugh  Kennedy  ;  Linlith- 
gow, Alexander  Smith  ;  St  Andrews,  Sir  William  Sharp  ;  Glasgow,  Walter 
Gibsone;  Air,  Adam  Osburn ;  Haddingtoun,  Sir  William  Paterson;  Kirkcaldie, 
James  Lundie  ;  Montros,  Robert  Eennald  ;  Dumfreis,  John  Maxwell  or  John 
Irving ;  Peibles,  John  Govan  ;  Rutherglen,  Andrew  Harvie ;  Perth,  Cowper, 
Bruntisland,  Dunbar,  Selkirk,  Northberwick,  Quensferrie,  Kinghorn,  Dumferm- 
ling,  Carraill,  and  Rhenfrew  (blank). 

6  November  1688. 

1 .  Sir  Magnus  Prince,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions  and  letters  of  excuse.  Committee, 
and  to  prepare  what  is  necessary  for  the  consideration  of  the  convention.  gj^  ' 

3.  After  hearing  the  report  of  the  committee,  the  convention  approved   of  Commissions, 
the  commissions  and  refused  to  admit  the  excuses  sent  from  Perth  and  Dunbar,    excuses. 

4.  The  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  preses  of  the  convention,  and  com-  Report  anent 
missioner  appoynted  to  present  the  congratulatory  letters  sent  with  him  afflire7a™ 
to  the   King  and  Queens  Majesty,   and  to  negotiat  the  royall  borrowes  "o™'*- 
affaires  at  court,  conforme  to  his  commission  given  to   him   by  the  last 
general!  convention  and  the  instructions  relative  therto,  maide  report  of 

his  negotiation  and  of  the  great  cair  and  conduct  he  hes  taken  in  man- 
adgeing  the  royall  borrows  affaires  intrusted  to  him  and  did  produce  in 
presence  of  the  convention  ane  letter  from  his  Majestie  direct  to  the 
royall  borrowes,  which  being  publictly  red  the  same  wes  appoynted  to  be 
recorded  in  the  register  of  the  royall  borrowes,  wherof  the  tenor  followes  : 
To  our  right  trustie  and  welbeloved,  the  commissioners  of  our  royall 
borroughs  of  our  ancient  kingdome  of  Scotland.  Sic  superscribitur:  James, 
R.  Right  trusty  and  welbeloved,  wee  greet  yow  weell.  Wee  haue  receiued 
by  the  provost  of  Edinburgh,  your  preses,  your  congratulatory  addresses 
2  L 
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Edinburgh. 
6  Novembei* 
16S8. 

Eeport  anent 
the  borrows 
affaires  at 
court. 


to  US  and  the  Queen,  our  royall  consort,  upon  the  birth  of  the  Prince, 
which  being  wholly  consonant  to  that  firme  and  faithfull  duty  and 
sincere  and  zealous  affection  which  wee  have  alwayes  observed  to  be  very 
eminent  in  you  towards  us,  our  crown  and  government,  and  with  all 
being  presented  to  us  by  a  person  of  whose  worth,  fidelity,  and  loyalty 
wee  are  intirely  assured  .  .  .  .*  and  are  to  us  most  acceptable,  wishing 
not  mor  for  our  selves  than  for  yow  and  all  our  other  good  subjects  that 
these  blessings  which  yow  doe  soe  earnestly  pray  for  and  soe  affectionatly 
augurate  upon  this  happy  occasion  (and  which  wee  trust  God  Almighty 
shall  ratify)  may  be  still  perpetually  encreased  to  the  mutuall  satisfac- 
tion and  joy  of  us  and  our  people,  Wee  haue  farther  instructed  the 
provost,  your  commissioner,  to  show  you  how  ready  wee  are  and  will  be 
alwayes  to  promote  the  interest  of  trade  and  to  procure  the  wealth  and 
welfare  of  all  our  royall  borroughs,  desyring  you  heirby  to  give  him  full 
credit  as  to  a  person  whom  wee  haue  not  only  thought  fit  to  honour  with 
particular  marks  of  our  royall  favour,  but  alsoe  to  recommend  to  you  more 
especially  for  his  singular  study  and  care  he  hath  witnessed  in  all  your 
concerns,  and  how  that  on  his  intercession  wee  haue  discharged  you  and 
your  shipps  of  the  impositions  of  the  admirality  as  to  passes  and  safe  con- 
ducts will  appear  by  our  letter  directed  to  our  privie  councill  for  that 
effect.  And  he  having  further  represented  to  us  your  great  interest  in 
the  nomination  of  a  new  conservator  of  your  priviledges  in  the  united 
provinces  in  place  of  Sir  James  Kennedy,  laitly  deceased,  as  alsoe  that 
some  of  our  royall  borroughs  are  put  to  expences  and  trouble  by  being 
charged  with  the  custody  of  prisoners  that  have  not  wherwith  to  men- 
taine  themselves  in  ther  respective  tolboothes  and  prison  houses,  wee 
have  thought  fit  on  both  to  give  you  those  further  testimonies  of  our 
royall  favour  ;  and,  first,  that  wee  have  thought  good  to  forbear  to  name 
and  appoynt  any  new  conservator  in  place  of  the  said  Sir  James 
Kennedy,  lately  deceased,  untill  that  wee  have  your  opinion  both  as  to 
the  expediency  of  supplying  this  vaccancy  and  the  continuing  of  this 
office,  and  alsoe  vpon  the  conditions  and  rules  wherby  it  may  be  best 
regulated  for  the  better  advancement  of  trade,  and  vpon  the  rate  and 
manner  of  the  allowance  fit  to  be  given  to  the  person  that  shall  be  named 
to  it,  declaring  in  the  meantyme  that  wee  [do  not*]  purpose  to  renew  that 
*  In  the  original  record  a  space  on  whicli  two  or  three  words  might  be  written  is  destroyed. 
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extraordinary   imposition    upon  goods  and  passengers  granted   by  us  in  Edi^buegh. 
favour  of  the  said  Sir  James  during  his  lyftyme  (and  which  expyred  with  iggs"''™  ^^ 
him)  judging   it  ane  unnecessary  and    too   heavy  a  burthen   upon  your  Eeportaiient^ 
trade    and    commerce  ;     and,    next,    for   preventing   the    aforesaid    other  "i?  borrows 

\  '  \  _  ^  _  °  _  affaires  at 

troubles  complained  of  in  tyme  coming,  it  is  our  further  will  and  pleasure  court, 
that  non  of  our  magistrats  of  our  borroughs  royall  shall  heirefter  be 
obliged  to  receive  and  keep  prisoners  presented  by  privat  persons  in  their 
tolboothes  and  prison  houses  unies  that  the  party  whoe  brings  and  pre- 
sents the  prisoner  doe  give  (if  required")  satisfying  assurance  to  the  said 
magistrat  for  the  maintinance  of  the  said  prisoners  during  ther  commit- 
ment, and  that  they  shall  not  be  in  charge  to  the  said  magistrates  and 
ther  incorporation,  for  which  ther  refusall  in  the  case  forsaid  these  pre- 
sents shall  be  ther  warrant.  And  this  our  royall  good  will  and  pleasur 
towards  you  wee  will  and  require  you  to  caus  to  be  registered  in  the  books 
of  convention,  as  alsoe  wee  ordaine  the  same  to  be  registered  in  the  books 
of  our  councill  that  non  pretend  ignorance,  and  soe  wee  bid  you  farewell. 
Given  at  our  court  at  Whythall  the  2oth  day  of  September  1688,  and  of 
our  reigne  the  4th  year.  By  his  Majesties  command.  Sic  subscribitur  : 
Melfort. 

5.  The  lord  provost  reported  that  he  fully  treated  with  the  Earle  of  Report  anent 
Melfort,  secretary  of  state,  anent  the  great  decay  of  trad  and  the  unsuport-  affaires  at 
able  burdens  which  the  royall  borrowes  at  present  lye  under,  especially  the  '"'"''*'■ 
unsuferable  prejudices  of  the  burghs  of  regalities  and  barronies,  and  the 
great  charges  of  the  50  solze  per  tun  which  all  the  ships  of  this  kingdoine 
goeing  to  France  does  pay  ;  as  alsoe,  a  designed  imposition  by  the  burgh 
of  Newcastle  vpon  the  Scots  coall  which  wold  altogither  hinder  the 
import  to  the  kingdome  of  Ingland  which  by  his  care  and  dilligence  wes 
hindered  ;  as  alsoe,  reported  that  he  had  procured  ane  letter  from  his 
sacred  Majestie  to  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  most  honorable  privie 
councill  anent  the  passes  and  saif  conducts  of  the  admirality  and  the 
imprisoning  of  privat  persons  within  any  of  the  royall  borrowes, 
tolboothes,  or  prison  houses,  and  which  letter  wes  ordained  to  be 
recorded  in  the  books  of  admirality,  as  the  said  letter  and  act  of  his 
Majesties  privie  councill  relative  thereto  in  it  self  mor  fullie  proports  ; 
which  report  being  considered  be  the  present  convention  they  doe  unani- 
mously   approve    therof  and   of  the  great  care  and   dilligence  ther    said 


debts. 
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Edinburgh,      commissioner  had  taken  at  court  in  prosecuting  the  instnictiones  given  to 
1688.  his  lordship  by  the  last  generall  conventione,  and  returned  his  lordship 

ther  hearty  thanks  for  soe  good,  great,  and  profitable  services  done  be 

him  to  the  royall  horrowes. 

8  November  1688. 

Passes  and  im-  6.  Sir  William  Patersone,  clerk  to  his  Majesties  privie  councill,  pro- 
persons  for  duced  the  letter  direct  to  his  Majesties  privie  councill  relative  to  his 
Majesties  letter  direct  to  the  royall  borrowes  as  to  imprisonment  of 
any  persons  within  any  of  the  royall  borrowes,  tolboothes,  or  prison 
houses,  and  in  relation  to  passes  for  ships,  whervpon  the  saids  lords  of 
his  Majesties  privie  councill  had  made  ane  act  appoynting  the  said  letter 
to  be  intimat  to  the  judge  and  ofiicers  of  the  admirality  and  recorded  in 
ther  book  ;  which  letter  being  publictly  red  the  conventione  appoynts 
the  same  should  he  recorded  in  the  register  of  the  royall  borrowes, 
wherof  the  tenor  followes.  Sic  superscribitur:  James,  R.  Right  trusty 
and  right  welbeloved  cousin  and  councellor,  right  trusty  and  right 
welbeloved  councellours,  right  trusty  and  intirely  beloved  cousins  and 
councellours,  right  trusty  and  right  welbeloved  cousins  and  coun- 
cellours, right  trusty  and  welbeloved  cousins  and  councellours,  right 
trusty  and  welbeloved  councellours,  and  trusty  and  welbeloved  councel- 
lors,  wee  greet  yow  well.  Forasmuch  as  wee  are  informed  that  the  judges, 
clerks,  and  other  officers  of  our  admirality  courts,  doe  under  pretence  of 
the  late  act  of  parliament  ordaining  that  our  admirall  and  his  deputs 
have  the  sole  right  of  granting  passes  and  safe  conducts  to  all  ships," 
boats,  or  other  seafaring  vessells  quhatsoeuer,  are  in  use  to  impose  upon 
masters,  skippers,  and  others  concerned  in  the  said  ships,  boats  and  sea- 
faring vessels,  the  necessity  in  all  caices  of  taking  the  said  passes  and  safe 
conducts  which  ought  to  be  left  free  to  ther  own  choise,  and  doeth  other- 
wise prove  to  them  ane  unnecessary  charge  and  great  incumbrance ;  and 
wee  being  resolved  as  well  to  provide  for  the  just  ease  and  liberty  of  all 
our  subjects  (especially  those  of  our  royall  borrowes)  as  to  maintaine  the 
due  rights  and  priviledges  of  our  admirality,  therfor  it  is  our  will  and 
pleasur  that  yow  signifie  to  the  said  judges,  clerks,  and  other  officers  of 
the  said  courts  of  admiraUty,  that  wee  have  discharged,  lykeas  we  heirby 
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discharge  them  or  any  of  them  in  any  sort  to  require  or  impose  vpon  any  Edinburgh. 
of  the  aforsaids  persons  concerned  in  the  said  ships,  boats,  and  other  sea-  1688. 
faring  vessells,  the  taking  out  of  the  said  passes  and  safe  conducts,  or  to  Passes  and  im- 
make  them  any  demand,  trouble,  or  molestation  whatsoever  for  ther  not  person™ for  ° 
taking  out  therof,  but  that  they  leave  the  taking  or  not  taking  of  the  said  '^®''*^- 
passes  to  ther  owne  free  choise  ;  provyding  nevertheless  that  in  all  cases 
wher  passes  are  neidfull  or  shall  be  desired  the  admirall  and  his  deputs 
doe  still  have  the  sole  right  of  granting  of  the  said  passes  and  safe  con- 
ducts, heirby  unprejudged,  conforme  to  the  said  act  of  parliament  ;  and 
also  providing  that  in  all  cases  wherin,  by  the  law,  passes  and  safe  con- 
ducts are  needfull,  these  presents  shall  be  noe  excuse  to  the  forsaid  per- 
sons concerned  for  ther  wanting  therof ;  which  our  will  and  pleasure  wee 
require  yow  to  caus  to  be  intimated  to  and  registered  in  the  books  of  our 
said  courts  of  admirality,  and  that  all  the  said  judges,  clerks,  and  other 
officers  therof  doe  conform  themselves  therto  under  the  pain  of  such 
punishments  as  yow  shall  think  fit  to  inflict  vpon  the  contraveeners. 
And  yow  are  lykwise  further  to  take  notice  how  that  being  informed  that 
our  royall  borrowes  are  often  charged  to  receive  and  keep  into  ther 
tolboothes  and  prison  houses  prisoners  who  have  not  wherwith  to  main- 
tain themselves  but  to  become  a  charge  vpon  the  said  borrows,  wee  haue 
thought  fitt  by  our  letter  directed  to  them  of  the  dait  of  these  presents 
to  allow  them  to  refuise  any  such  prisoner  presented  by  privat  persons 
except  the  pairty  whoe  presents  him  give  (if  required)  satisfieing  assur- 
ance for  his  maintinance,  which  wee  require  you  will  alsoe  take  care  to 
see  observed  ;  and  soe  wee  bid  yow  heartily  farewell.  Given  at  our  court 
at  Whythall  the  25th  day  of  September  1688,  and  of  our  reigne  the  4th 
year.      By  his  Majesties  comand.      Sic  subscribitur  :  Melfort. 

7.  The  draught  of  the  letter  of  thanks  to  his  Majestie  by  the  present  Letter  of 
conventione  as  a  return  to  his  Majesties  royall  letter  directed  to  the  *^?^tjg°  '^^ 
royall  borrowes  being  red,  the  same  wes  wnanimously  approven  by  the 
convention  and  appoynted  to  be  recorded,  wherof  the  tenor  foUowes  : — 
May  it  pleas  your  sacred  Majesty.  The  new  proofs  wee  have  had  of  your 
Majesties  royall  favour  to  us  in  your  last  letter  relaiting  to  the  conservator, 
the  passes  of  the  admirality,  and  the  entertainment  of  prisoners,  but 
especiallie  the  great  care  your  Majesty  expressed  for  repairing  and  aug- 
menting and   for  the   kyndnes   your   Majestie  wes   graciously  pleased  to 


86 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Edinburgh. 
8  Norember 
1688. 

Letter  of 
thanks  to  his 
Majestie. 


show  to  the  provost  of  yonr  good  toune  of  Edinburgh,  our  preses,  whoe 
represented  us,  and  all  your  other  princely  favours  heap'd  on  us  since  God 
wes  pleased  to  "bring  your  Majestie  to  the  throne  of  your  royall  ancestors, 
and  for  which  wee  hop  our  successores  whoe  are  to  find  the  advantadges 
therof,  as  well  as  ourselves,  shall  ever  think  it  ther  true  interest  to 
depend  imediatly  upon  the  monarchie  from  which  only  they  can  find  a 
true  and  solid  support.  Having  at  this  our  meeting  been  informed  of  a 
most  unjust  and  unnaturall  invasion  designed  against  your  Majestie  and 
your  kingdomes  wee  doe  find  our  selves  concerned  by  our  allegiance  and 
gratitud  to  assure  your  Majestie,  and  let  all  your  other  subjects  see,  that 
the  former  professions  wee  have  made  of  adhering  to  your  royall  interest 
upon  all  occasions  wer  not  meer  and  emptie  complements  but  that  the 
same  sincerity  from  which  they  proceided  then  shall  still  animat  us  to 
hazard  all  for  your  Majestie,  his  royall  highnes  the  Prince  of  Scotland, 
and  the  royall  lyne,  being  fully  convinced  that  whatever  tends  to  shak 
the  thron  must  necessarly  overturn  the  liberty  and  property  of  all  your 
subjects  notwithstanding  of  all  the  masks  and  pretensions  that  may  be 
made  use  of  by  any  undertakers  whatsoever.  May  it  pleas  your  sacred 
Majesty,  your  Majesties  most  obedient,  most  humble,  most  deutiefuU,  and 
most  loyall  subjects  and  servants.  Signed  in  presence  and  by  warrand 
of  the  particular  convention  of  borrowes  by  our  preses. 


Letter  to  the 
secretary  of 
state. 


9  November  1688. 

8.  The  convention  appoynts  ane  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  Earle  of 
Melfort,  in  whicb  the  royall  borrowes  letter  direct  to  his  Majesty  is  to  be 
inclosed,  which  being  publictly  red  the  same  wes  ordained  to  be  recorded, 
wherof  the  tenor  followes  : — May  it  pleas  your  lordship.  The  state  of 
borrowes  have  alwayes  had  experience  of  your  lordships  kyndnes  and 
favours,  and  haveing  in  ther  particular  convention  mett  at  this  tyme  to 
return  ane  answer  to  his  Majesties  gracious  letter,  wee  have  sent  the 
inclosed  to  your  lordship  to  be  presented  by  yow  to  his  sacred  Majestie 
with  a  tender  of  our  lyves  and  fortuns  and  that  wee  shall  never  be 
ungreatfuU  for  such  good  and  great  services  as  have  been  done  by  your 
lordship  to  the  royall  borrowes  and  for  the  kyndnes  your  lordship  wes 
pleased  to  show  to  the  provost  of  Edinburgh,  our  preses,  during  his  aboad 
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at  court,  which  is  and  alwayes  shall  be  ane   obligation  vpon  us  to  serve  Edinbukgh. 
your  lordship  to  the  outmost  of  our  power.      May  it  pleas  your  lordship,  1688. 
your  lordships  most  humble,  most  obedient,  and  most  obleidged  servants.  Letter  to  the 
Signed  in  name  and  at  the  desyre  of  the  royall  borrowes.      Sic  subscrihi-  state.  ^"^^^ 
tur  ;  Magnus  Peince,  preses. 

9.  The   convention   having  considered   the   representation   made  to  Air,  ships 
them  be  Adame  Osburn,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Air,  holding  furth  '^'^^^ 

to  the  convention  that  two  ships  fraughted  from  Air  to  Nantiz  in  France 
with  wooll  and  sheep  skins  and  wooll  on  them  belonging  to  the  said 
burgh  being  put  in  to  Dublin  by  contrary  winds  they  wer  both  seazed  on 
ther  vpon  pretext  that  the  wooll  wes  Irish  wooll  and  that  noe  such 
comodities  wer  exported  from  Scotland  (albeit  it  hes  been  the  constant 
trade  from  the  west  these  many  years  bygane)  and  that  the  merchants 
and  masters  of  the  ships  wer  willing  to  depon  vpon  the  verity  of  the 
cocquets  that  all  wes  truely  loaded  at  Air,  whervpon  they  made  applica- 
tion to  his  Majesties  most  honorable  privie  couacill  and  procured  ane 
letter  at  ther  desyre  from  the  lord  high  chancellor  of  Scotland  recomend- 
ing  them  to  the  lord  deputty  and  councill  of  Ireland  for  restoring  the 
masters  and  owners  to  ther  ships  and  goods,  and  yet  they  are  not  restored, 
and  therfor  craving  the  convention  wold  appoynt  ane  letter  of  recomen- 
dation  to  be  sent  to  the  lord  secretary  of  state,  the  Earl  of  Melfort,  to 
procure  ane  recomendation  from  his  Majestie  in  favores  of  the  said  burgh 
to  the  said  lord  deputy  and  councill  of  Ireland  that  the  masters  and 
owners  of  the  saids  two  ships  may  be  restored  to  ther  ships  and  goods  ; 
which  representation  and  desyre  thereof  being  considered  be  the  conven- 
tion they  recomend  to  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  preses  of  this  con- 
vention, to  wryt  at  his  lordships  conveniencie  ane  letter  to  the  said  lord 
secretar  of  state  in  behalf  of  the  masters  and  owners  of  the  saids  two 
ships  and  goods,  that  they  may  be  free  of  the  beall  or  any  impositions 
imposed  by  the  lord  deputy  and  councill  of  Ireland,  that  ther  ships  and 
goods  may  be  restored. 

10.  Fined  the  burghs  absent  and  not  excused  in  £100  Scots  each.  Absent  burghs. 

11.  Excused  the  commissioner  of  North berwick  for  not  attending  "in  respect  Northberwick 
he  is  coiuanded  by  authority  to  attend  the  Island  of  the  Bass,  he  being  deputy-  excused. 
governor  therof." 
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King's  letter 
as  to  passes 
and  prisoners. 


Lord  provost's 
charges. 


Payments. 


1  ^.  There  was  produced  an  act  of  the  privy  council  ordaining  extracts  of  the 
letter  from  the  King  (contained  in  act  6th  of  this  convention)  to  "  be  given  to  all 
persons  concerned  that  they  may  give  punctuall  obedience  therto  every  maner  of 
way." 

10  November  1688. 

13.  The  convention  allowed  to  Sir  Magnus  Prince,  who  was  appointed  by 
the  burghs  to  negotiate  their  affairs  at  court,  £800  sterling  "  in  consideration  of 
soe  good,  profitable,  and  acceptable  services  which  by  his  good  conduct  and 
care  to  the  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  royall  burrowes  has  been  performed." 

14.  Allowed  to  Alexander  Gay  and  Henry  Kinloch  £5  sterling,  for  their 
pains  at  this  convention  ;  and  "  allowes  to  the  woman  that  sweeps  the  house  a 
dollar." 


Edinbuboh. 
2  July  1689. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Sederunt. 


n 


Edinburgh,  Thomas  Crawfurd,  dean  of  gild,  and  George  Stirling,  Chirurgion  ; 
Perth,  Robert  Smith  ;  Dundie,  James  Fletcher ;  Aberdeen,  Alexander  Gordoun ; 
Stirling,  Hugh  Kennedy  ;  Linlithgow,  William  Higgins  ;  St.  Andrews,  James 
Smith  ;  Air,  John  Moor  ;  Haddingtoun,  William  M'Call  ;  Dysart,  David 
Chrysty  ;  Kirkcaldie,  J  ohn  Boswell ;  Montross,  Mr  Eobert  Taylyeor ;  Couper, 
Robert  Melvill  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  David  Spence  ;  Dumfreis,  James  Kennan  ; 
Inverness,  John  Cuthbert  ;  Bruntisland,  Alexander  Ged  ;  Innerkeithing, 
Alexander  Spitell  of  Lewquhat ;  Kinghorn,  Patrick  Wallace  ;  Brichen,  James 
Coway  ;  Irving,  Mr  Alexander  Cuningham  ;  Jedburgh,  Adam  Ainslie  ;  Kirk- 
cudbright, John  Ewart;  Wigtoun,  William  Coltran;  Pittenweem,  George  Smith  ; 
Dumfermling,  Sir  Charles  Haskit ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Mr  Robert  Cleeland  ; 
Selkirk,  William  Mitchelhill ;  Dumbartoun,  Mr  James  SmoUet  ,  Rhenfrew,  Mr 
William  Cochran  of  Kilmaronoch ;  Dunbar,  William  Kirkwood ;  Lanerk,  Thomas 
Hamilton  ;  Abei'brothook,  Patrick  Stiven  ;  Elgin,  James  Stewart  ;  Peibles. 
John  Muir;  Carraill,  George  Moncreif;  Culross,  Mr  William  Areskin;  Bamffj 
Walter  Stewart ;  Eorfar,  John  Carnegie  ;  Nairn,  John  Ross  ;  Rutherglen,  John 
Scott ;  North  Berwick,  Thomas  Stewart  of  Coltnes  ;  Cullen,  Mr  James  Ogilvie 
Kilrennie,  Thomas  Peacock ;  Annan,  Bryce  Blair ;  Sancquhar,  Robert  Car 
michaell  ;  Dornoch,  George  Gordoun  ;  Quensferrie,  Sir  William  Hamilton 
Inverarie,  Hugh  Broun;  Innerurie,  John  Anderson.  Glasgow,  Tayn,  Why  thorn! 
Rothesay,  Forres,  Lawder,  Locmaben,  Galloway,  Dingwall,  Forteross,  Kintore 
Week,  Kirkwall,  Innerbervie,  and  Stanraer  (blank). 
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2  July  1689.  Edinburgh. 

■'  2  July  1689. 


1 .  Sir  Jolm  Hall  of  Dunglas,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  and  in  his  absence,  Preses. 
Thomas  Crawfui-d,  dean  of  guild  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  A  committee  appointed  to  revise  the  commissions  and  consider  the  peti-  Committee, 
tions  and  other  matters  offered  to  the  consideration  of  the  convention.  commissions, 

3  July  1689. 

3.  The  committee  reported  that  they  found  the  commissions  sufficient.  Report,  com- 

missions. 

4.  The  convention  taking  to  ther  consideration  that  ther  are  severall  Commissioners 
comissionars  for  the  parliament  that  have  not  speciall  commissions  for  and  oonven- 
this  generall  convention  and  yet  ther  is  noe  others  that  hes  commissions  '™^' 

to  the  same,  therfor  the  convention  to  the  effect  that  the  haill  represen- 
tatives to  the  royall  borrowes  both  in  parliament  and  in  this  generall 
convention  may  be  the  mor  vmanimous  in  carieing  on  the  concerns  of  the 
royall  borrows  in  parliament,  this  generall  convention  doe  allow  these 
commissioners  to  sit  and  vote  as  members,  declaring  heirby  that  this 
allouance  and  temporarie  dispensation  shall  not  be  a  preparative  and 
leading  caice  in  tyme  coming  for  any  to  pretend  that  they  can  sit  as 
members  of  general  conventions  without  a  speciall  commission  conforme 
to  the  established  generall  platforme  theranent. 

5.  The  convention  appoynts  the  generall  comitty  to  take  to  ther  con-  Pubiict  oon- 

i-  i-    'J  _o  J  cerns  of  bor- 

sideration  in  the  first  place  th  e  publict  and  comon  concerns  of  the  estate  rows, 
of  borrowes  and  what  is  to  be  prepared  and  presented  to  the  parliament 
theranent,  and  that  befor  they  take  to  thair  consideratioun  the  particular 
concerns  of  any  privat  burgh. 

4  July  1689. 

6.  The  convention  appointed  "  the  impoverished  condition  of  the  burgh  of  Dysart. 
Dysart  "  to  be  a  head  of  next  missive  ;   and   "recomendis  to  the  agent  to  assist 
that  burgh  as  to  the  decyding  the  difference  betuixt  the  Lord  Sinclar  and  them 
which  is  under  agreement." 

7.   The  convention  taking  to  ther  consideration  the  petition  presented  Anstmther 
to  them  be  the  burgh  of  Anstruther  Wester,  representing  that  they  had 
formerly  resigned  ther  priviledges  and  the  lords  of  thesaurie  had  granted 
exemption  to  them  frae  payment  of  all  publict  burdens  since  the  year  j™ 
2  M 
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Anstruther 
Wester. 


Inverary. 


Sir  George 
Mackenzie's 
and  his  ser- 
vants pensions, 

Secretaries  of 
state,  ther  pen- 
sions. 

Pensions  re- 
scinded. 


jRhenfrew. 


vj*^  and  sevinty  two,  in  regaird  all  the  comon  good  they  had  wes  eleven 
-  bolls  of  bear  and  twenty  four  pounds  Scots  of  money,  which  wes  allocat 
for  payment  of  ther  ministers,  and  that  they  had  noe  customes  or  casu- 
alties; and  yet  nevertheles  of  ther  distressed  condition,  and  that  they  are 
past  all  hopes  of  having  trade  in  tyme  coming,  the  royall  borrowes  wer 
not  desyrous  they  should  be  expunged  out  of  the  taxt  roll,  bot  that  the 
said  burgh  might  continow  as  a  member  for  the  futur,  and  to  evidence 
ther  willingnes  to  complye  with  the  forsaid  desyre  they  wer  content,  vpon 
clearing  them  of  all  byganes  and  bringing  them  to  twelve  pennies  in  the 
taxt  roll,  and  they  getting  vp  ther  disposition  to  ther  comon  good,  and 
the  borrowes  procuring  to  them  a  charter  of  royalty,  to  continow  as  a 
member  of  the  borrowes  for  the  futur  ;  which  petition  and  desyre  therof 
being  considered  by  the  convention,  the  convention  thought  fit  to  restrict 
ther  pairt  of  the  taxt  roll,  which  wes  formerly  fyve  shilling,  to  twelve 
pennies,  and  that  till  the  alteration  of  the  taxt  roll,  and  ordanes  the  agent 
to  pay  the  other  four  pairts  of  the  said  fyve  shillings  yearly  till  they  be 
brought  to  the  said  twelve  pennies,  and  alsoe  ordaines  him  to  pay  four 
pairts  of  the  haill  byganes  and  that  the  said  burgh  pay  a  fyfth  pairt  of 
the  haill  byganes,  and  ordanes  ther  disposition  of  ther  comon  good  lying  in 
the  clerks  hands  to  he  delyvered  back  to  ther  comissioners,  and  appoynts 
the  said  burgh  to  obtane  a  new  charter  of  erection  vpon  ther  owne  charges. 
8.  The  convention  appoynts  the  agent  to  exact  from  the  burgh  of 
Inverary  the  four  shillings  which  is  ther  proportion  they  are  to  pay  by  the 
taxt  roll,  and  that  for  all  byganes  since  the  year  j™  vj"  and  forty  nyn,  and 
alse  in  tyme  coming,  delaying  alwayes  the  exaction  of  the  sam  till  the 
nixt  generall  convention. 

9.  The  convention  rescinded  the  fourth  act  of  the  general  convention  in  July 
1688  appointing  the  agent  to  pay  Sir  George  M'Kenzie  of  Eosehaugh  and  his 
servant  their  pensions  from  July  1685  to  July  1688,  and  instructed  the  agent  not 
to  make  payment  of  any  part  of  their  pensions. 

10.  The  convention  discharged  the  agent  to  make  payment  to  the  late  secre- 
taries of  state  of  their  pension  of  2000  merks  since  July  1688. 

11.  The  convention  revived  the  twelfth  act  of  the  general  convention  of  1  685 
rescinding  all  former  acts  establishing  pensions  upon  certain  persons  who  do  service 
to  the  royal  burghs,  and  declared  all  acts  in  prejudice  thereof  to  be  null  and  void. 

12.  The  agent  haxing  been  appointed  to  pay  to  the  burgh  of  Renfrew  1000 
merks  for  repairing  of  their  tolbooth,  the  convention  instructed  him  to  retain  one 


Convention  of  Boy al  Burghs.  91 

half  of  the  sum  till  the  commissioners  of  Glasgow  and  Dumbarton  ascertain  that  ?'i''!^™'i?- 

the  first  500  merks  "wes  reallie  applyed  toward  the  repairing  of  the  said  toll ~ '■ — 

buith  and  that  the  work  is  advanced." 

13.  The  convention  discharged  George  Moncur,  their  officer,  to  crave  money  Honour 
from  any  burgh  when  he  delivers  the  missives.  officer. 

1 4.  Appointed  the  agent  to  assist  the  burgh  of  Lanark  in  applying  to  parlia-  Lanark. 
nient,  or  any  other  judicatory,  for  reparation  of  the  many  and  great  losses  they 

have  sustained. 

15.  The  convention,  considering  that  the  collectors  of  the  several  sea  ports  Dues  under  Sir 
had  collected  money  "  vpon  the  accompt  of  the  deceist  Sir  James  Kennedy,  con-  James  Ken- 
servator,  his  gift,  to  which  the  borrows  hes  right,"  appointed  the  agent  to  obtain  ^'^  ■^^  ®^  *' 
the  money  and  to  pursue  those  liable  for  the  dues  which  the  collector  had  not 

uplifted. 

1  6.  Exempted  the  burgh  of  Sanquhar  from  sending  a  commissioner  to  con-  Exemption, 
ventions  for  three  years,  "  in  respect  of  the  poverty  of  that  burgh  and  that  they  Sanquhar. 
live  at  a  great  distance." 

17.  Instructed  the  agent  not  to  pay  any  part  of  the  sum  of  2000  merks  gir  James 
appointed  by  the  1 2th  act  of  last  general  convention  to  be  paid  to  Sir  James  Kennedy. 
Kennedy  for  his  services,  "  pairt  wherof  he  did  never  performe  and  for  the  other 

pairt  he  wes  mor  than  sufficientlie  rewairded  by  former  conventions,  he  having 
receaved  considerable  soumes  of  money  for  litle  or  noe  services  and  wes  many 
wayes  burdensome  to  the  borrowes." 

15  July  1689. 

18.  Rescinded  the  24th  act  of  the  general  convention  of  1687  altering  the  piatforme  of 
platform  of  commissions,  and  revived  the  former  old  platform  "  wherby  the  Commissions. 
saids  comissions  are  to  bear  that  ther  commissionars  are  men  fearing  God,  of  the 

trew  protestant  religion  publictly  professed  and  authorized  by  the  lawes  of  this 
kingdome,  without  suspicion  in  the  contrair,  expert  in  the  comon  aft'aires  of 
borroues,  merchands,  traffequers,  and  inhabitants  within  the  burgh,  bearing  all 
portable  charges  with  ther  nighboures,  and  such  as  may  tyn  or  win  in  all  ther 
affaires." 

19.  Referring  to  the   13th  act  of  the  particular  convention  in  November  j^j,^.  ^^jj^^^j 
last  allowing  £800  sterling  to  Sir  Magnus  Prince  for  his    services  at  court,  the  Sir  Magnus 
convention  "  seing  noe  particular  convention  can  lay  on  any  burden  or  soumes  of  cieciared  null 
money  vpon  the  royal!   borrowes  without  speciall  warrand  from  a  general  con- 
vention," and  the  matter  not  being  mentioned  in  the  missive  calling  the  par- 
ticular convention,  "  wherby  the  commissionars  of  the  burghs  whoe  then  mett 

wer  not  specially  instructed  by  ther  respective  burghs,"  the  convention  unani- 
mously declared  the  said  act  to  be  null  and  void. 
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Edinburgh.  20.   The  convention  "  after  some  debate  vpon  the  matter  of  Sir  Magnus  Prince 

^  ^  his  allowance  for  his  expenss  and  gratification  in  prosecution  of  his  commission 

Allowance  to  given  by  the  general  convention  to  him  in  July  1688  and  his  wholl  negotiation 

Prince^''^  at  court,"  allowed  him  £300  sterling  in  satisfaction  of  his  claims. 

Act  appointing         21.   The  Convention  considering  that  the  wholl   number  of  the  com- 

2o  to  be  a  .      .  °       . 

quorum.  missionars    doe    not    keep    the    meettmgs    at    the    generall    conventions, 

wherby  the  matters  in  debait  befor  the  conventions  are  retarded  and  the 
concerns  of  the  borrowes  therby  prejudged,  doe  therfor  statut  and  ordaine 
that  in  all  tyme  coming  twenty  fyve  comissioners  of  these  burghs  that 
sends  ther  commissioners  to  the  generall  conventions  shall  be  a  quorum. 

Visitation  of  22.   Directions-  given    as    to    the  numbers    and    quorum    of   commissioners 

certain  burghs,  appointed  by  certain  acts  of  last  general  convention  to  visit  and  report  on  the 

burghs  of  Glasgow,  Air,  Eutherglen,  Inverness,  Peibles,  and  Irving. 

Coach  hyr  and         23.  The  Convention  considering  that  ther  is  ane  burden  vpon  the  bor- 

money.    ^.^.^gg  |-,y  ^j^g  agents  debursing  for  coach  hyres  and  drink  money  when  any 

comitty  of  the  borrowes  goes  to  the  Abbay  or  to  visit  any  great  person, 

they  doe   therfor    discharge  the  agent   to  pay  any  coach  hyres  in  tyme 

coming  or  give  drink  money  without  ane  ordor  from  the  conventione. 

Q^jrogg  24.   After  considering  the  petition  of  the  burgh  of  Culros  "  bearing  ther  dis- 

tressed condition  throw  want  of  the  trade  in  coall  and  salt  they  formerly  had, 
and  ther  decay  of  trade  in  making  of  girdells,"  the  convention  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  visit  the  burgh  and  report  to  the  next  general  convention,  "  and  that 
the  agent  concur  with  the  said  burgh  in  getting  againe  the  gift  of  the  coquets." 

Forfar,  intro-  25.    The  Convention  taking  to  ther  consideration  the  petition  of  John 

™ost  w'ith* ''™'  Carnegie,  provost  of  Forfar,  craving  that  for  vindicating  his  integrity  in 
comon  good,  the  administration  of  the  affaires  of  that  burgh  and  of  his  intromission 
with  the  comon  good  therof,  he  wes  most  willing  that  the  samen  should 
be  exposed  to  publict  view  and  considered  by  indifferent  and  impartiall 
persons  such  as  the  convention  should  appoynt,  and  that  ane  accompt  of 
ther  dilligence  should  be  reported  to  the  nixt  generall  meeting,  the  con- 
vention considering  that  a  proces  of  compt  and  reckoning  befor  the 
supream  judicatories  is  both  tedious  and  expensive,  and  being  prosecut  by 
humor  and  heat  as  is  usuall  in  such  caices  the  same  may  tend  to  the 
ruin  of  the  said  burgh,  which  the  convention  conceaves  they  are  in  dewty 
obleidged  to  prevent  and  obviat,  especially  when  application  is  made  to 
them  as  in   this  caice  of  all   pairties  concerned,  both  the  magistrats  and 
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inhabitants,  and   to   the  effect  that  ther  may  be  ane  impartiall  scrutinie  Edinburgh. 
made  of  the  petitioners  intromission  of  the  comon  arood  of  the  said  bur^h       "^"^^    ' 
therfor  the  convention  appoynts  [a  committee  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  m'issfOTrf  pro- 
petitioner's  intromission  with  the  common  good,  and  hear  the   obiections  ™^*  ^'^'^  , 

^  o         '  J  oomon  good. 

of  all  concerned,  and  to  see  all  matters  "don  and  acted  fairly  and  orderly, 
without  animositie  or  humor,"  and  to  report  to  next  general  convention.] 

26.  Approved  of  the  accounts  of  John.  Buchan,  agent,  from  July   1688  to  Agents  ao- 
July  1689,  extending  to  £7693,  I7s.  4d.  Soots,  and  ordained  the  burgh  to  pay  ™"P*'- 
their  proportions.      The  following  items  are  contained  in  the  accounts  : — - 

Item,  conform  to  the  1 1    act  of  the  said  generall  convention,  for  suspending 
and    agreeing  with  the  maisters  of  the  card  manufactorie,  £   34    10      0 
Item,  conform  to  the  said  act,  anent  the  double  impost  upon 
brandy,   spent   against  the  taxmen  and  at   the  agreement 
with  them  be  the  advyce  of  the  merchants  of  Edinburgh,  .     341    17      8 
Item,  to   Charles  Chamers  and  Gilbert  Kirktoun  for  wrytting 
som  letters  to  court  and  to  the  clei'ks  of  councill  and  ther 
servands,  and  to  Sir  George  M'Kenzie  and  his  servand  for 
penning  of  the  saids  letters,  .  .  .  .     127      0      0 

27.  The  convention  recomends  to  such  of  ther  commissioners  as  are  Office  of  con- 
members  of  parliament  to  consider  what  person  is  most  fit  and  qualified  ^^"^^  °^' 

to  supplie  the  ofhce  of  conservator,  which  is  presently  vaccant,  till  the 
sitting  of  the  nixt  generall  convention,  and  to  mak  application  to  the 
Kings  Majestie  or  to  the  parliament  or  secret  councill  theranent  as  they 
shall  think  fitt. 

28.  The  convention  taking  to  ther  consideration  that  ther  meeting  at  Greivancesof 

.,,.,  ,  iii-i  •  ^  *^^  burgns. 

this  present  convention  hes  bem  longer  then  vsuall,  which  wes  occasioned 
by  their  vehement  and  zealous  desyre  to  doe  ther  outmost  and  best  ser- 
vice for  the  good  of  the  borrowes  at  this  tyme  when  the  parliament  is 
sitting,  and  to  have  every  thing  that  is  burdensome  to  the  trad  and  in- 
terest of  the  royall  borrowes  removed  and  ther  grevances  redressed  by  this 
parliament,  and  that  in  purseuance  therof  they  have  taken  paines  to 
reduce  the  samyn  to  the  particular  poynts  efter  following,  recomending 
the  furder  prosecution  of  them  to  the  commissioners  whoe  are  members  of 
parliament  efter  this  convention  is  disolved,  and  which  they  thought  fitt 
to  have  insert  in  the  borrow  books  to  shew  ther  care  they  had  of  the 
concerns  of  the  borrowes  to  succeiding  conventions,  wherof  the  cheaf  and 
capital  grivance  is  that   of  the  invasion  made  vpon  ther  priviledges  by 
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Greivanoes  of 
the  burghs. 


the  burghs  of  regality  and  barronie,  for  remedie  of  which  they  have 
offered  to  the  consideration  of  the  parliament  ane  act,  quherof  the  tenor 
followes: — Our  Soveraigne  Lord  and  Ladj^  the  King  and  Queens  Majesties, 
and  estaits  of  parliameat,  considering  that  the  trade  allowed  to  burghs  of 
barren ies  and  regalities  hath  not  yet  been  swa  cleared  but  that  many  con- 
traversies  doeth  dayhe  aryse  thervpon,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  trade 
of  this  kingdome,  and  ther  Majesties  considering  that  the  royall  borrowes 
being  one  of  the  estaits  of  this  kingdome  bearing  a  sixth  pairt  of  all 
publict  impositions,  being  obleidged  to  watch,  waird,  build  and  mentain 
prison  houses,  with  several  other  obligations  for  support  of  his  Majesties 
government,  in  consideration  wherof  ther  Majesties  royall  predicessors  hes 
by  many  repeated  lawes  granted  to  them  the  sole  and  only  power  of 
trade  within  and  without  this  kingdome,  and  it  being  most  fitt  that  now 
efter  full  tryall  of  all  former  expedients  all  contraversies  about  trade 
should  be  clearly  determined,  therfor  ther  Majesties  and  estaits  of  parlia- 
ment statuts  and  ordaines  that  the  importing  of  all  forraign  goods  and 
merchandize,  and  the  exporting  of  all  the  native  comodities  of  this  king- 
dom, except  cornes,  catle,  coall,  salt,  lyme  and  ston,  doeth  and  shall  bei 
long  to  the  friemen  inhabitants  of  ther  Majesties  royall  borrowes  allen- 
nerly,  but  prejudice  to  noblemen  and  barrens  to  import  as  formerly  what 
they  consume  within  ther  owne  houses,  and  wherof  noe  pairt  is  sold 
againe,  and  whoe  does  in  the  contrair  shall  be  punished  according  to  the 
tenor  of  the  acts  of  parliament  made  against  wnfrie  tradders  in  all  poynts, 
declaring  heirby  that  burghs  of  regalities  and  barronies  shall  and  may 
trade  be  retaile  in  selling  all  forraigne  and  native  comodities,  provyding 
alwayes  they  buy  the  forraigne  comodities  from  some  of  the  friemen  re- 
sidenters  in  royall  borrowes  and  no  vtherwayes,  and  that  notwithstanding 
of  the  fyfth  act  of  the  thrid  session,  second  parliament,  Charles  the 
Second,  which  is  heirby  restricted  expresly  and  abrogated  in  soe  far 
allennerly  as  it  is  inconsistent  with  this  present  act,  and  ordanes  letters 
of  horning  to  be  directed  by  the  lords  of  councill  and  session  at  the  in- 
stance of  all  royall  borrowes  vpon  this  present  act  in  all  tyme  coming  for 
putting  the  samen  to  dew  execution  with  all  rigor  against  them  that 
come  in  the  contrair  therof  without  calling  any  pairty. 

(1 .)   Item,  that  some  effectuall  course  be  taken  for  calling  magistrats 
of  burghs  to  ane  accompt  for  ther  intromission  with  the  revenew  of  ther 
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respective  burghs,  and  to  consider  if  it  be  fitt  tbat  the  power  of  callinff  EnmBURGH. 

iU  4.  X  1  _.     1    .       ,T  ■  ,.■,  *=  15  July  1689. 

them  to  ane  accompt  may  be  granted  to  the  convention  of  borrowes. 


(2.)   Item,   tbat    tbe   pryces    of  wynes,   meat   and    drink,    in    taverns,  the  burghs. 
sbould  be  determined  by  the  magistrats  and  councill  of  the  royall  bor- 
rowes,  and  of  craftsmens  -work,  and  by  noe  others. 

(3.)  Item,  that  heritors  of  ground  wher  the  royall  burrowes  fishes  should 
not  exact  arbitrary  dewes  bot  at  the  most  twelve  shilling  vpon  the  last. 

(■t.)  Item,  that  merchants  within  royall  borrowes  should  be  obleidged 
to  bring  home  armes  for  tbe  vse  of  the  burgh. 

(5.)  Item,  that  it  should  be  considered  whither  the  office  of  ane 
conservator  be  necessar  or  not,  and  if  it  be  found  necessar  that  noe  con- 
servator be  made  without  the  borrowes  consent,  and  that  the  determina- 
tion of  what  dewes  he  is  to  have  to  be  absolutly  in  the  power  of  the 
burrowes. 

(6.)  Item,  to  consider  if  the  borrowes  be  concerned  in  the  mater  of 
tbe  breadth  and  bleitching  of  lining  cloath. 

(7.)  Item,  what  furder  incouradgement  is  to  be  sought  for  building 
of  ships,  etc. 

(8.)  Item,  to  consider  how  far  its  fit  to  apply  to  authority  anent  the 
council  of  trade  and  the  sumptuarie  lawes  which  hes  bein  very  prejudicial! 
to  the  borrowes. 

(9.)  Item,  to  consider  how  far  the  excyse  is  exacted  beyond  the 
quota  of  eight  thousand  pound  sterling  imposed  be  act  of  parliament,  and 
how  it  may  be  redressed,  seing  double  is  exacted. 

(10.)  Item,  how  far  the  borrowes  are  concerned  in  the  exportation 
of  yearn  and  wooll. 

(11.)  Item,  that  the  act  of  parliament  dischargeing  tradesmen  to 
import  made  work  to  be  considered  and  how  far  it  may  be  inlarged. 

(12.)  Item,  to  consider  how  far  tbe  borrowes  may  be  concerned  for 
incouradgement  of  the  sugarie  and  sopperie  works. 

(13.)  Item,  to  consider  how  far  the  borrowes  are  greved  in  the  matter 
of  bullion  and  by  the  book  of  raits  wherby  bullion  is  layed  vpon  the  import 
and  not  on  the  export  contrair  to  the  custome  of  all  forraigne  nations. 

(14.)  Item,  to  consider  if  it  be  not  fit  that  for  incouradgement  of 
erecting  manufactories  that  nyntein  years  may  be  granted  be  act  of  parlia- 
ment to  begin  frae  the  setting  vp  of  the  saids  manufactories. 
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(15.)  Item,  that  the  power  of  granting  licence  to  export  what  native 
.  comodities  may  concern  manufactories  ought  to  be  ludged  in  the  conven- 
tion of  burrowes  and  in  those  deligat  by  them. 

(16.)  Item,  that  the  act  of  parliament  anent  arreistments  within 
burgh  be  either  rectified  or  repealled. 

(17.)  Item,  that  all  penall  statuts  inferring  pecuniary  mulcts  be 
discharged  proceeding  this  tyme. 

(18.)  Item,  that  it  should  not  be  in  the  power  of  any  judicatory  to 
erect  any  incorporationes  within  burgh  prejudiciall  to  the  ancient  incor- 
porations already  established  or  to  disolve  or  divyd  the  said  ancient  incor- 
porations. 

(19.)  Item,  that  the  old  impost  of  4  li.  vpon  the  tune  within  royall 
borrowes  payable  to  the  exchequer,  as  lykwayes  the  sexpence  vpon  the 
pynt  of  brandie,  be  considered  and  how  far  its  fitt  to  move  in  them  and 
to  have  them  taken  away. 

(20.)  Item,  the  gift  in  favores  of  Peter  Braus  anent  vending  and 
selling  of  playing  cards,  and  all  that  hes  followed  vpon  it,  to  be  declared 
null. 

(21.)  Item,  to  crave  redress  of  the  mentenance  of  prisoners  put  in 
for  civill  and  criminall  causes  into  the  tolbuiths  of  the  royall  borrowes  by 
the  shirreffs,  justices,  etc.,  which  is  very  heavie  and  chargeable  to  the 
royall  borrowes. 

(22.)  Item,  that  some  redres  be  sought  of  the  lait  fynes  imposed 
vpon  Provost  Petrie  of  Aberdeen,  Provost  Anderson  of  Glasgow  and 
Provost  Ainsly  of  Jedburgh,  who  suffered  fyning  and  imprisonment  as 
acting  dewtifullie  as  members  of  the  convention  of  borrowes  in  1675. 

(23.)  Item,  that  redres  be  craved  of  the  great  grivance  of  the 
inequality  of  measurs  that  are  within  royall  burghs  and  burghs  of  bar- 
ronie  and  regalitie,  such  as  Dalkeith  and  vthers,  and  that  the  act  of 
parliament  1687  anent  mets  and  measures  be  revived. 

(24.)  Item,  to  crave  redress  of  the  yearly  burden  and  charges  the 
borrowes  are  at  in  making  their  equie  in  exchequer  wherby  they  are  put 
to  exhorbitant  expenss  to  the  servants  of  exchequer  besyd  the  paying  of 
the  borrow  males. 

(25.)  Item,  that  the  petition  given  in  be  the  merchants  of  Edinburgh 
anent  a  free  trade  be  seconded  by  all  the  assistance  the  royall  borrows 
can  affoord  in  petitioning  the  parliament  for  that  effect. 
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29.   The  convention  taking  to  ther  consideration  the  representation  Edinburgh. 

made  to  them  by  the  burgh  of  Queensferrie  holding  furth  the  great  lose  — ^ 1 

the   said   toune   hes   sustained   since  the   year  j'^  vj*'  and   sevinty  eight,  ^"®^°^  ®''"®- 

quherin  the  inhabitants  had  interest,  extending  to  twenty  seven  thousand 

pounds  Scots  money,  in  maner  particularly  insert  in  ther  representation, 

and  that  by  and  attour  the  lose  of  men  and  boyes  which  wer  lost  when 

ther  ships  wer  cast  away  at  sea,  besyds  ther  burden  of  the  mentinauce  of 

sevinty  orphants  and  eightein  widowes  which  are  mentained  vpon  the  said 

burghs  expenssis,  and  alsoe  that  the  heritors  in  regaird  of  the  poverty  of 

the  said  burgh  doe  contribut  the  third  pairt  of  ther  rents  for  paying  the 

Kings  cess  and  vther  publict  burdens,  which  burden  and  lose  altogither 

hes  rendered  them  to  that  condition  that  they  cannot  any  longer  subsist 

wnles  ther  condition  be   taken  to  the  generall  conventions  consideration 

and  some  effectuall  way  may  be   condescended  vpon  to  ease  them  of  the 

havie  and   insuportable  burden  they  lye  vnder,  the   convention  appoynts 

the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Linlithgow,  Stirling,  Innerkei thing  and  Culross, 

or  any  three  of  them,  to  visit  the  said  burgh   of  Queensferrie,  take  tryall 

of  ther  lose  and  burden  forsaid  and  the  trew  condition  of  the  said  burgh 

and  report  to  the  nixt  generall  convention. 

30.  Continued   till  next  general  convention   considei-ation  of  report  by  the  Elgin. 
commissioners  appointed  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Elgin. 

31.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh   of  Pittenweem  "anent  the  Pittenweem. 
great  damnage  sustained  by  them   by  lose  of  men  and  ships  belonging  to  that 

burgh,  the  ruinous  condition  of  ther  peir  and  vther  losses  in  maner  held  furth  in 
ther  petition,  and  to  report  to  the  nixt  generall  convention." 

32.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Bamff  "  take  tryall  of  her  Bamff. 
condition  becaus  of  the  decay  of  ther  trade  and  to  visit  the  condition  of  ther 
harbour  and  report  to  the  nixt  generall  convention." 

33.  Discharged  the  agent  to  exact  the  fines  imposed  on  certain  burghs  for  Dichairging 
absence  from  last  particular  convention.  ^®^' 

18  July  1689. 

34.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Bruntisland  "try  the  con-  Bruntisland. 
dition  therof "  and  report  to  next  general  convention. 

35.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  consideration  of  reports  by  com-  Kirkcaldie, 
missioners  appointed  to  visit  Kirkcaldie  and  Montrose.  Montrose. 

36.  Discharged  the  agent  to  exact  any  fines  imposed  for  absence  from  the  Discharging 
general  convention  of  1688.  ^°''^- 

2  N 


98 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Edinburgh. 
18  July  1689. 

St  Andrews. 


Kirkcud- 
hrio-ht. 


Servants  fies. 


Commissioners 
to  consult 
anent  severall 
affairs. 


Agent, 
gratuity. 
Kintoir, 
Innerury.  - 
Nixt  general! 
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37.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  of  St  Andrews  "and  to  tak 
tryall  of  the  condition  of  ther  harbor  and  of  the  general!  decay  of  the  trad  of  the 
said  burgh  and  of  the  ruinous  condition  of  the  duelling  houses  within  the  same, 
and  to  report  to  the  generall  convention  in  July  next,  1690,  to  the  effect  that 
the  said  burgh,  being  the  seat  of  ane  ancient  and  famous  university,  soe  much  to 
the  honor  of  the  nation,  may  be  preserved  from  ruine." 

38.  The  convention  taking  to  their  consideration  the  representation 
mad  to  them  be  the  burgh  of  Kirkcudbright,  bearing  that  they  are  not 
able  to  pay  the  great  burden  imposed  vpon  them,  which  is  sextein  shilling 
Scots  be  the  taxt  roll,  and  ther  great  decay  of  trade,  they  having  noe 
a;dventur  at  sea  since  the  year  j™  vj"  and  sevinty,  and  that  ther  best  houses 
are  demolished,  quherthrow  a  great  pairt  of  ther  inhabitants  are  fled  to 
Ireland,  that  ther  comon  good  is  exhausted,  and  what  comon  good  they 
had  is  totallie  bestowed  for  a  help  toward  the  payment  of  ther  cess,  and 
therfor  desyring  the  convention  to  take  ther  sad  condition  to  consideration 
and  to  ease  them  of  thair  heavie  burdens,  oytherwayes  they  will  be 
necessitat  to  apply  to  the  parliament  to  the  end  they  may  resign  ther 
priviledge  as  a  royall  burgh ;  the  convention  appoynts  the  burghs  of  Ayr, 
Irving,  Jedburgh,  Wigtoun,  Whythorn  and  Gallaway,  or  any  three  of 
them,  to  visit  the  said  burgh,  take  tryall  of  the  condition  of  the  same, 
and  report  to  the  nixt  generall  convention. 

39.  Allowed  to  Alexander  Gay  80  merts,  to  Henry  Kinloch  .£30  Scots  and 
to  George  Moncur,  officer,  £40  Scots,  be,sides  their  ordinary  fees  of  100  merks, 
£50,  and  100  merks,  respectively  ;  to  the  agent's  servant  ten  dollars  and  to 
the  servant  that  sweeps  the  house  two  rex  dollars. 

19  July  1689. 

40.  The  convention  "  considering  that  ther  are  severall  particulars  concerning 
the  good  and  interest  of  the  royall  borrowes  mentioned  in  the  tuentie  eight  act 
of  this  convention  which  are  not  as  yet  brought  to  any  maturity  and  rypnes,  ther 
being  non  of  them  presented  to  parliament,  and  least  they  should  either  prove 
abortive  or  miscarie  by  dissolving  of  this  present  convention,"  they  appointed 
such  of  their  number  as  are  members  of  parliament  "  to  prosecut  the  samen  to  a 
full  perfection  ''  and  to  meet  and  consider  these  and  such  other  matters  as  may 
concern  the  interest  of  the  burghs  during  this  session  of  parliament. 

,     41.   Allowed  to  the  agent  £500  Scots  of  gratuity. 

42.  Exempted  the  burghs  of  Kintoir  and  Innerury  from  sending  commis- 
sioners to  conventions  for  three  years. 

43.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  the  next  general  convention 
to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1690. 
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44.  Allowed  to  George  Moncur,  officer  and  post  to  the  burghs,  and  Andrew  SP'J'^'''',^^, 

Monciir  his  brother,  £100  Scots  for  trouble  in  warning  the  commissioners  to liZ L_ 

conventions.  George  and 

Andrew  Mou- 
cur. 

Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

13  August 
Edinburgh,  Thomas  Crawfurd,  dean  of  gild,  and  George  Stirling,  chirurgian  ;  ^^*^- 
Perth,  Eobert  Smith  ;   Dundie,  John  Duncan  ;  Aberdeen,  Alexander  Gordoun  ;  Sederunt. 
Linlithgow,  William  Hagins  ;    St  Andrews,  James   Smith  ;    Air,  John  Muir  ; 
Kirkcaldie,  John  Boswell ;  Montross,  James  Mudie  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  David 
Spence  ;  Dumfreis,  James  Kennan ;   Bruntislaud,  John  Broun  ;   Innerkeithing, 
Alexander  Spitell  ;  Kinghorn,  Patrick  Wallace  ;  Irving,  Hugh  Broune  ;  Kirk- 
cudbright, John  Ewart ;   Pittenweem,   Captain  John  Aitchison  ;   Durafermling, 
Sir  Patrick  Murray ;  Anstruther  Wester,  Maister   Robert   Cleilland  ;  Selkirk, 
William   Mitchell ;   Dunbar,  William   Kirkwood  ;    Lanerk,  Thomas   Hamilton  ; 
Northberwick,  Thomas  Stewart  of  Coltnes;  Queensferrie,  Sir  William  Hamilton; 
Glasgow,  Haddingtoun,  Couper,  Jedburgh,  Dumbartoun,  Peibles,  Carraill,  BamfF, 
Eutherglen,  and  Cullen,  (blank). 

13  August  1689. 

1.  Sir  John  Hall  of  Dunglas,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.  Approved  of  all  the  commissions  produced.  Commissioas 

approved. 

14  August  1689. 

3.  The  convention  appoynts  the  commissionars  for  Dundie,  Dumferm-  Grirances. 
ling,  Pittenweem  and  Irving  to  repair  to  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Hamilton, 

his  Majesties  late  commissionar,  and  signifie  to  his  grace  that  the  present 
particular  conventione  have  wnanimously  condescended  to  make  applica- 
tion to  the  Kings  Majesty  that  the  grivances  of  the  royall  borrowes  may 
be  recomended  particularly  to  his  Majesties  commissionar  at  the  meitting 
of  the  nixt  session  of  parliament  which  is  appoynted  to  meet  vpon  the 
eight  day  of  October  nixt. 

4.  The  convention  taking  to  ther  consideration  the  missive  sent  to  Commissioners 
them  by  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  bearing  that  it  wes  indispensiblie 
necessar  at  this  tyme  that  application  be  made  to  his  Majestic "'"  by  the 

*  In  the  record  the  words  originally  written  ' '  ther  Majesties  "  have  been  altered  to 
"his  Majestie;"  and  similar  alterations  have  been  made  throughout  the  act  and  the  address 
contained  in  it.  The  address  appears  to  have  been  intended  at  first  for  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary,  but  eventually  to  have  been  presented  to  the  king  alone. 
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edinbi-rgh.     royall  borrowes  anent  ther  grivances,  wherof  noe  pairt  is  as  yet  redressed, 
1689.  especially  as   to   those   grivances   in   relation   to  trade,   the   convention 

Commissioners  returns  his  lordship  ther  most  hearty  thanks  for  his  care  in  the  borrowes 
to  court.  concerns,  and  having  taken  the  said   missive  to  ther  consideratioun  they 

find  it  necessar  that  som  of  ther  number  should  be  sent  expres  to  court 
for  that  effect,  and  having  experience  of  the  fitnes,  ability,  and  knouledge 
of  Sir  James  Ogilvie,  Sir  William  Hamiltoun,  advocats,  and  Dauid  Spence, 
merchant,  they  doe  therfor  elect  and  chose  the  saids  Sir  James  Ogilvie, 
Sir  William  Hamilton  and  David  Spence  to  be  ther  commissioners  furth- 
with  to  repair  to  court  and  to  present  to  his  Majestie  the  following  adress 
of  the  royall  borrowes,  and  to  doe  ther  outmost  endeavor  to  obtane  the 
Address  to  his  desyre  therof  granted,  vrherof  the  tenor  follow es  : — To  the  Kiogs  most 
sacred  Majestie,  the  humble  address  of  the  commissionars  of  the  royall 
borrowes  of  your  Majesties  ancient  kingdome  of  Scotland.  Wheras  w^ee 
being  amongst  the  first  zealous  asserters  and  ouners  of  your  Majesties 
authority  in  this  kingdome,- and  does  firmely  resolve  for  ourselves  and  in 
name  of  all  that  we  doe  represent  to  mantaine  the  samen  for  the  futur 
with  our  lyves  and  fortuns,  judging  our  happines  both  as  to  our  religious 
and  civill  concerns  to  be  inseperable  from  your  Majesties  welfar  and 
interest,  and  therfor  are  incouradged  to  represent  to  your  Majestie  the 
speciall  grivance  following  lying  on  our  trade.  For  as  much  as  it  wes  the 
undoubted  and  vnquestionable  privi  ledge  of  your  royall  borrowes,  by  a 
constant  and  uninterrupted  series  of  lawes  and  acts  of  parliament  for  many 
hundreds  of  years  in  ther  favores,  to  have  the  trade  both  of  export  and 
import  within  this  kingdome,  wherby  not  only  the  kingdome  in  generall 
did  floorish  and  the  royall  borrows  therby  rendered  mor  capable  to  serve 
your  Majesties  royall  ancestors,  having  our  immediat  dependance  vpon  the 
thron,  and  supporting  the  samyn  by  bearing  a  sext  pairt  of  the  whole 
pubHct  burdens  of  the  kingdom,  besyds  the  payment  of  our  custome  and 
excyse,  and  being  lyable  to  watching  and  wairding  and  keeping,  man- 
taining,  and  building  of  prison  houses  for  the  benefit  and  advantadge  of 
the  whoU  subjects  of  the  kingdome,  and  wes  in  some  tollerable  condition 
to  have  continowed  to  serve  the  royall  authority  towards  these  ends  untill 
of  late,  whyll  arbitrary  government  wes  creiping  in  upon  us,  by  one  strock 
of  ane  act  of  parliament  in  the  year  1672  the  saids  numerous  lawes  and 
acts  of  parliament  soe  often  confirmed  made  in  our  favores  wer  whoUie 
cut  of  and   our  trade  communicat  to  the  inhabitants   of  the  buro-hs   of 
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regalities  and   barronies  whoe   hes   ther  immediat   dependance  aud  holds  Edinburgh. 
ther  lands  of  vther  superiors  and   not  of  your  Majestic  as  your  royall  igsg"^*^^* 
borroues  does  and  bears  noe  pairt  of  our  burden,  wherby  we  are  outterly  Address  to  hia 
ruined   in  our  trade  and   the  mean  of  our  lyveliehood   and   subsistance  M''3<=s*y- 
whollie   taken   from   us.      May  it   therfor   pleas  your  sacred  Majesty  to 
instruct  your  commissionar  to  the  nixt  session  of  parliament  to  give  the 
royall  assent  to  such  ane  act  as  shall  be  voted  by  the  estaits  of  parliament 
for  redressing  the  said   grivance,  and  your  Majestie  may  be  assured  that 
non  of  your  subjects  shall  be  mor  forward  to  serve  your  interest  with  ther 
lyves  and  fortuns  then,  may  it  pleas  your  sacred  Majestie,  your  Majesties 
most  humble,  most  dewtifull,  and   most  obedient  subjects   and  servands, 
the  commissionars  of  the  royall  borroues   of  your  Majesties  kingdom  of 
Scotland.     Signed  in-  presence  and  by  warrand  of  the  saids  commissionars 
by  our  preses. 

5.   Allowed  to  the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  preceding  act  the  sum  of  Expenses  of 
£200  sterling  for  their  charges  and  expenses.  commissioners. 

6.  It  being  represented  to  the  convention  by  Mr  John  Buchan,  ther  Liberty  to 
agent,  that  he  intends  to  goe  to  London  about  his  necessar  affaires,  and  tf  London^^"^"" 
does  offer  his  dewtie  and  service  to  the  royall  borrous,  and  if  he  can  be 

any  wayes  steidable  to  assist  in  carieing  on  of  ther  affaires  at  court  he 
will  not  faill  to  do  all  that  is  in  his  power,  the  convention  accepts  of  his 
offer  and  recomends  to  him  to  concur  and  assist  ther  commissionars  in 
what  may  relait  to  the  interest  of  the  borrous,  declaring  that  they  will 
heirefter  take  to  consideration  his  services  ther  as  they  shall  sie  caus. 

7.  The  convention  thiuks  it  fit  that  a  letter  be  written  to  the  Lord  Letter  to 
Melvin,  sole  secretar  to  his  Majestie  for  this  kingdome,  to  be  delyvered  to  gj^je*'^'^^  "^ 
his  lordship  by  ther  said  commissionar,  wherof  the  tenor  followes  : — May 

it  pleas  your  lordship.  The  royall  borrowes  being  in  great  expectation  to 
have  had  some  of  ther  grivances  redressed  the  last  session  of  parliament, 
and  cheifly  the  abrogatting  the  act  of  parliament  the  tenth  of  July  1672 
wherby  ther  priviledges  in  relation  to  trade  is  taken  from  them  and  made 
over  to  unfrie  places,  such  as  regalities  and  barronies,  hot  being  then  dis- 
appoynted  and  least  the  same  should  be  again  delayed  they  have  thought 
fit  to  call  this  convention  a  purpose  to  make  address  to  his  sacred  Majestie'"' 
that    his    Majesties    commissionar    may   be   instructed    against   the   nixt 

•  The  same  alterations  have  been  made  throughout  this  letter  as  have  been  made  in  the 
4th  act.      See  footnote,  ji.  99. 
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Edinburgh,     session  of  parliament  to  give  the  royall  assent  to  such  ane  act  as  shall  be 

lesg"^^'*'        voted  by  the  parliament  for  redressing  of  the  said  grivance,  and  soe  carfiiU 

Letter  to         are  they  that  the  said  affair  should  not  be  neglected  that  they  have  sent 

state'""^^  °^     Sir  James  Ogilvie,  Sir  William  Hamilton,  advocats,  and  David  Spence, 

merchant,  thre  of  ther  number,  expres,  to  present  ther  most  humble  adress 

to  his  Majestie  concerning  the  premisses,  and   hes   ordered  me  in  ther 

names  to  intreat  your  lordships  assistance  to  ther  commissionars  in  carieing 

on  the  said  affair,  which  being  the  first  fruits  of  your  lordships  ministrie 

in   ther   concerns  will   in   a  most   signall   maner   ingadge   them   both    to 

gratitud   and  to  continow  unalterable,  may  it  pleas  your  lordship,  your 

lordships  most  humble  and  affectionat  servands.      Signed  in  presence  and 

at  desyre  of  the  commissionars  of  the  royall  borrow es. 

15  August  1689. 

Act  anent  Sir  8.   The  convention  taking  to  ther  consideration  the  petition  given  in 

coSerTator^'^'^'  ^'^  them  by  Sir  James  Cowper,  bearing  that  efter  his  long  absence  in  the 
^^'P-  East  Indeans,  wher  and  in  other  forraigne  nations  he  attained  great  honor 

and  credit,  and  that  efter  he  brought  the  East  India  Dutch  fleet  to 
Holland  he  wes  solicet  by  severall  of  his  cuntriemen,  particularly  the 
Scots  factors,  to  make  application  to  the  royall  borrowes  for  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  Kings  Majestie  for  the  conservatorship  of  the  Scots 
priviledges  in  the  Netherlands,  bot  the  generall  convention  wer  disolved 
befor  hi.s  aryvall  at  this  place,  and  therfor  he  thought  fit  to  apply  him- 
self to  this  particular  convention  for  the  said  recomendation,  and  if  the 
said  office  should  be  conferred  vpon  him  he  assured  the  convention  he  wold 
mentaine  the  honor  of  the  place  (though  it  should  cost  him  a  pairt  of  his 
oune  means)  and  should  be  very  faithfull  in  the  exercise  of  his  office,  and 
therfor  craveand  the  convention  to  favor  him  with  ane  recomendation  to 
the  Kings  Majestie  for  preference  to  the  said  office,  and  in  the  meantyme 
till  he  procure  his  gift  to  authorize  him  to  exerce  the  said  office  ;  which 
petition  and  desyre  forsaid  being  considered  by  the  convention  they 
declare  they  are  weell  satisfied  with  the  good  report  and  reputation  the 
petitioner  hes  acquyred  to  the  honor  of  his  countrie  by  his  deportment 
abroad  in  forraigne  places  bot  finds  they  are  not  authorized  to  ansuer 
fully  his  desyre  in  relation  to  the  conservators  office  and  therfore  they  doe 
recomend  the  petitioner  to  the  royall  borrowes  whoe  are  members  of  the 
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nixt  session  of  parliament  to   consider  the  said  petition  and  doe  theiin  Edinbuegh. 
as  they  shall  think  fitt.  issg.  ° 


9.   TJnlawed  certain  burghs  in  fifty  pounds   Soots  each  for  absence  from  the  Unlaws  for 
convention.  ^''=^"'^«- 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  edinbuegu. 

'  26  March  1690. 

Edinburgh,  James  Maklurg,  dean  of  gild,  and  George  Stirling,  chirurgian  ;  Sederunt. 
Aberdeen,  Alexander  Gordoun  ;  Stii'ling,  John  Dick  ;  Linlithgow,  Walter 
Stewart  ;  St  Andrews,  James  Smith  ;  Glasgow,  John  Anderson  ;  Air,  John 
Muir  ;  Bruntisland,  Alexander  Ged  ;  Innerkeithing,  Alexander  Spitell  ;  Irving, 
Maister  Alexander  Cuninghame;  Dumbartoun,  Maister  James  Smollet;  Dumbar, 
William  Kirkwood ;  CuUen,  Sir  James  Ogilvie ;  Queensferrie,  Sir  William 
Hamilton.    (Eleven  burghs  blank). 

26  March  1690. 

1.  Sir  John  Hall  of  Dunglas,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.  The  convention  having  i-evised  the  commissions  found  them  sufficient.  Commissions 

°  approven. 

3.  The  same  day,  Sir  James  Ogilvie  and  Sir  William  Hamilton,  His  Majesties 
advocats,  commissionars  appoynted  by  the  royall  borrowes  to  present  ther  answer. 
addres  to  bis  Majesty,  having  presented  to  this  convention  his  Majesties 
gracious  answer  to  ther  said  addres,  which  wes  publictly  red  in  presence 
of  the  convention  and  after  reading  therof  ordored  to  be  recorded,  wherof 
the  tenor  heirof  followes  : — William  R.  Gentlemen  ;  In  our  declaration 
for  Scotland  ^vee  had  particular  consideration  of  the  encroachments  made 
upon  the  royall  borrowes.  The  grievances  in  relation  to  them  are  generall 
and  ther  is  nothing  particularly  mentioned  that  does  so  directly  concern 
the  royall  borrows  as  the  27  act  3  sess.  1  pari :  K  :  Ch.  the  2d.  Concern- 
ing the  power  of  disposall  of  forraigne  trade  wee  gave  instructions  to  our 
commissionar  not  only  to  rectifie  that  act  but  lykwise  to  ratifie  thar 
priviledges  of  the  royall  borroughs  and  to  secure  ther  rights  in  the  choos- 
ing of  ther  owne  magistrats  that  they  might  not  be  invaded  for  the  futur, 
and  in  generall  wee  did  authorise  and  instruct  our  commissionar  to  make 
lav?es  for  the  encouragement  of  trade,  soe  ther  was  no  reason  why  the 
royall  burroughs  should  doubt  that  ther  wes  any  thing  wanting  upon  our 
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fs^M^'^h'^'     P^ii"t  to  give  them  ease  and  content.     Wee  take  weell  the  cheerfull  offer 
1689.  of  the  royall  burroughs  to  serve  us  and  wee  will  expect  they  will  make  it 

His  Majesties    good  and  not  Suffer  themselves  to  be  imposed  upon  to   mistake  ther  oune 
answer.  interest.    They  may  be  assured  wee  will  not  faill  to  redres  whatever  is  justly 

grievous  to  the  nation,  and  particularly  what  is   burdensom  to  the  royall 
borroughs,  in  whom  we  have  a  particular  interest.      This  answer  in  wryt- 
ting  you  are  to  communicat  to  these  whoe  sent  you.     Given  at  our  court  at 
Hamptoun  the  27  day  of  September,  1689,  and  of  our  reigne  the  first  year. 
By  his  Majesties  command.    Sic  subscribitur:  Melvill.    For  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  royall  burroughs.     Which  being  considered  by  the  convention 
they  doe  approve  of  the  said  commissioners  dilligence  in  the  said  affair  and 
gives  them  ther  thanks  for  the  pains  taken  by  them  in  ther  concerns. 
Commission  to         4.    Compeired  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  of  Clowburn  whoe  produced   his 
couserva  or.      commission  Under  the  great  seall  granted   by  his  Majesty  to  him  to  be 
conservator  of  the  Netherlands  during  all  the  dayes  of  his  lyftyme,  which 
commission  the  convention  ordored  to  be   publictly  red  in  ther  presence, 
and  after  reading  therof  they  did  appoynt  the  said   commission  to    be 
considered  and  to  search  the  records  of  the  royall  burroughs   anent   pre- 
ceding conservators  admissions  and  what  dewes  is  in  vse  to  be  payed  to 
them  and  to  consider  a  sufficient  allowance  for  mantaining  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  a  conservator. 

27  March  1690. 

Commission  to  5.  The  convention  having  considered  Mr  Andrew  Kennedys  commis- 
sion they  find  the  samen  alse  full  and  ample  as  to  the  generall  claus  as 
any  former  comission  ever  hath  been  granted  to  any  other  conservator, 
and  they  appoynt  the  said  commission  to  be  insert  in  ther  records,  both 
the  Latin  and  the  Inglish  coppies,  and  for  that  effect  ordanes  ther  clerks 
efter  the  disolving  of  this  present  convention  to  insert  the  samen  in  the 
borrow  books. 

Conservators  6.   The  convention  having  perused  Mr  Andrew  Kennedys  commission, 

togither  with  the  commission  granted  to  the  deceist  Sir  James  Kennedy, 
late  conservator  in  the  Netherlands,  and  the  dewes  and  exactions  con- 
tained in  the  said  Sir  James  Kennedys  commission,  they  find  the  saids 
dewes  and  exactions  to  be  exorbitant  and  tending  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
state  of  borroughs,  and  having  considered  the  former  dewes  and  exactions 
in  use  to  be  payed  befor  the  said  Sir  James  Kennedys  gift  to  be  too  litle 


dues, 
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and  not  able  for  mantaining  the  dimity  and  charge  of  the  conservators  S?^^"?°™, 

^        .        -,       ,-r     ,       ,        1        T  ^    .  ° .    .  11  27  March  1690. 

omce  m  the  JNetherlands,  the  convention  are  of  oppmion  and  doe  recom-  conservators 
end  that  the  nixt  generall  convention  of  burroughs  should  allow  to  the  dues. 
said  Mr  Andrev?  Kennedy  three  hundred  pound  sterling  yearly,  which 
they  esteem  at  present  ane  sufficient  allowance  for  mantaining  the  dig- 
nity and  charge  of  the  said  office  of  conservatorship,  and  that  for  three 
years  to  come  and  therefter  yearly  during  ther  pleasur  and  ay  and  whyll 
the  samen  be  recalled  by  a  generall  convention,  and  lykwayes  they  doe 
authorize  and  impower  the  commissioners  for  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Aberdeen, 
Glasgow,  Dundy,  Montros,  Air,  Invernes,  Dumbarton,  Linlithgow,  Stirling 
and  Bamff,  or  any  three  of  them  to  be  a  quorum,  to  meet  as  a  comitty  at 
any  tyme  betuixt  and  the  doun  sitting  of  the  nixt  convention  and  to  offer 
and  report  ther  oppinion  to  the  said  convention  anent  the  way  and  maner 
of  vplifting  and  collecting  the  said  soume  of  three  hundred  pound  sterling. 
7.  The  convention  taking  to  ther  consideration  that  the  royall  bor- 
rowes  of  this  kingdome  will  be  fullie  and  sufficiently  represented  at  the  Conservator 

.  t/         ±  general  con- 

insewing  session  of  parliament  which  is  to  sitt  doune  the  fyfteen  day  of  vention. 
Apryll  nixt,  and  that  they  will  be  equivalent  to  a  generall  convention  of 
burrowes  provyding  they  have  speciall  commissions  from  ther  respec- 
tive burghs  to  meet  as  a  convention  of  burrowes  to  consult  and  determin 
vpon  the  generall  affaires  relaiting  to  the  royall  borrowes,  and  particularly 
at  this  tyme  to  take  vnder  ther  consideration  the  gift  granted  by  his 
Majestie  of  the  conservators  office  in  favors  of  Mr.  Andrew  Kennedy  of 
Clowburn,  and  if  they  will  allow  him  three  hundred  pound  Sterling  yearly, 
which  is  the  soume  the  particular  convention  of  the  maratime  burghs  does 
judge  a  suitable  subsistance  for  mantaining  the  dignitie  and  charge  of  the 
conservator,  and  how  and  in  what  maner  of  way  the  same  should  be 
vplifted  and  payed,  and  as  to  what  injunctions,  ordors,  and  instructions 
they  intend  to  give  the  said  Mr  Andrew  in  the  execution  of  his  office,  and 
when  he  should  go  over  to  Holland  to  exerce  the  said  office,  and  what 
gratuity  they  will  be  pleased  to  allow  in  ordor  to  his  transportation  ther, 
which  they  heirby  remit  to  the  nixt  conventione,  therfor  ordanes  ther 
preses.  Sir  John  Hall  of  Dunglas,  to  wryt  a  missive  to  every  particular 
royall  burgh  to  send  with  ther  commissionar  to  parliament,  or  any  others 
they  think  fitt  to  intrust,  a  particular  commissione,  and  incaice  ther  said 
commissioner  be  alredy  in  Edinburgh  that  they  send  the  same  to  him 
2  o 
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Edinburgh,     ther  to  meet  with  the  remanent  commissioners  of  borrowes  at  Edinburgh 

— '  the  22  day  of  Appryll  nixt,  with  full  power  to  them  to  deliberat,  conclude, 

general  con-'     and  put  to  a  finall  setlement  the  affaires  of  borrowes  in  relation  to  ther 

Tention.  ^^^^  conservator  in  all  the  heads,  poynts,  and  branches  therof  above  specified. 

Frenoii  papers  8.   The  convention,  vpon  report  of  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh, 

8oize'p?r*tun.    ther  preses,  that  at  his  desyre  he  did  ordor  the  clerk  of  the  royall  borrous, 

in  absence  of  Mr  John  Buchan,  ther  agent,  he  being  then  at  London,  to 

give  in  ane  petition  to  the  lords  of  privie  councill  anent  the  French  papers 

relating  to  the  fyfty  soke  per  tun  belonging  to  the  royall  borrous   quhich 

wer  in  the  custody  of  the  keeper  of  the  register,  and  by  ane  act  of  his 

majesties  privie  councill  all  the  saids  papers  and  patents  wer  delyvered 

vp,  the  convention  approves  of  ther  said  preses  his  care  and  dilligence  in 

ther  concerns  and  affaires,  and  they  ordane  all  the  saids  French  papers  and 

patents  to  lye  in  ther  clerks  hands  till  the  next  meetting  of  the  borrous, 

conforme  to  the  inventar  produced ;    and  they  ordane  Mr  John  Buchan, 

ther  agent,  to  pay  ther  clerk  what  charges  he  hes  bein  at  in  the  said 

affair  conforme  to  ane  particular  accompt  to  be  given  in  by  him. 

Commission  in  COMMISSION  in   favor  of  ANDREW   KENNEDY,  Conservator   of  the 

j'^^re"^  privileges  of  the  Scots  nation  at  Campheer,  referred  to  in  the 

Kennedy,  con-  g^^  j^^f  g-e  ff^g  foreqoinq  Convention. 

servator.  ''  j        a         a 

1  Nov.  1689.  GuLiELMUS    ET    Maeia,    Dei   gratia  Magne    Britannic,    Francie    et 

Hibernie,  Rex  et  Eegina,  fideique  defensores,  anno  primo.  Omnibus  probis 
hominibus  ad  quos  presentes  litere  nostre  pervenerint,  salutem.  Quando- 
quidem  nobis  abunde  satisfactum  sit  de  magistrj  Andree  Kennedie  de 
Clouburn  ejus  erga  nos  fide  illiusque  fidelitate  et  integritate,  suaque  etiam 
amplitudine  et  facultatibus  ad  munera  et  officia  conservatoris  privilegiorum 
subditis  nostris  antiquj  nostrj  Scotie  regnj  in  Belgio  concessorum 
necnon  residentis  nostrj  pro  omnibus  quibuscunque  dictj  regnj  nostrj 
negotijs  intra  omnes  septemdecem  Belgij  provinciarum  limites,  quam 
exquisite  perfungenda  necessarijs :  Noveritis  igitur  nos  fecisse,  constituisse, 
et  nominasse,  tenoreque  presentium  facimus,  nominamus,  et  constituimua 
prefatum  magistrum  Andream  Kennedum,  pro  toto  vite  sue  tempore,  con- 
servatorem  dictorum  privilegiorum  subditis  nostris  dictj  antiquj  regnj 
nostrj  Scotie  in  Belgio  concessorum  ;  acetiam  nominamus,  facimus,  et  con- 
stituimus  memoratum  magistrum  Andream  Kennedum    (durante  spacio 
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antedicto)    residentem   nostrum   pro  omnibus   quibuscunque   dictj    regnj  Edinburgh. 

negotijs  intra  integros  septemdecem  Belgij  provinciarum  limites ;   ipsique r^ — — 

damus  et  concedimus  predicta  munera  et  ofScia  non  minore  potestatis,  in  favor  of 
privilegij,  juris,  et  libertatis,  amplitudine,  quam  quibis  alius  conservator  seu  Kennedy  con- 
residens  quovis  tempore  preterito  potitus  est,  et  speciatim  cum  potestate  i''JJ^'°'i'(.oq 
illj  deputatos  suos  unum  seu  plures  in  dictis  officijs  (pro  quibus  respon- 
dere  tenebit),  cum  clericis,  ministris,  assessoribus,  omnibusque  alijs  curie 
officiarijs,  nominandj  et  constituendj  eosque  pro  arbitrio  locandj  et  ex 
auctorandj,  admittendj,  et  eliminandj,  cum  potestate  i]lj  dictis  officijs,  cum 
omnibus  dignitatibus,  privilegijs,  libertatibus,  immunitatibus,  feodis  et 
casualitatibus  eo  legittime  spectantibus,  per  se  suosque  deputatos  modo 
predicto  vtendj  et  exercendj  perque  servos  suos  et  collectores  omnia  et 
singula  emolumenta,  census,  et  casualitates  ad  dicta  officia  conservatoris  et 
residentis  pertinentia,  vel  que  ad  eadem  vel  alterutrum  eorum  pertinere 
et  spectare  poterint,  rogandj,  levandj,  exigendj,  et  recipiendj,  cumque 
potestate  illj  delinquentium  personas  seu  corpora  capiendj  et  appre- 
hendendj  eorumque,  bona  distringendj  et  vendendj  ;  requirimus  pariter  et 
mandamus  omnibus  dictj  regnj  nostrj  subditis  mercatoribus  presertim 
factoribus,  navarchis,  omnibusque  alijs  quorum  presentes  intersunt  seu 
interesse  poterint,  ut  dictum  magistrum  Andream  Kennedum  ej  usque 
deputatos  in  fidelj  dictorum  duorum  officiorum  functione  omuj  qua  par  est 
reverentia,  honore,  respectu  et  obedientia,  afficiant,  colant  et  prosequantur ; 
utque  ipsj  suisque  deputatis  collectoribus  alijsve  ejus  nomine  omnia  feoda 
redditus  et  emolumenta  ad  utrum  libet  dictorum  duorum  officiorum  per- 
tinentia vel  que  eodem  (durante  tempore  predicto)  pertinere  dignoscentur 
sub  summa  pena  et  prout  nobis  respondebunt  sinj  contrarium  fecerint 
prompte  et  grato  animo  persolvant.  In  cujus  rej  testimonium  presentibus, 
magnum  sigillum  nostrum  appendj  precepimus,  apud  Aulam  nostram  de 
Holland  House,  primo  die  mensis  Novembris  anno  Dominj  millesimo  sex- 
centesimo  octuagesimo  nono  regnique  nostrj  primo.  Per  signaturam  manu 
S.  D.  N.  regis  suprascripturam.  Sic  scribitur  a  tergo  :  Written  to  the 
great  scale  and  registrat  the  twentie  eight  day  off  Januarie  1690  :  Sic 
subscribitur  Will.  Keke.  And  sealled  at  Edinburgh  the  eight  otf 
Februarij,  1690.      Sic  subscribitur  :   A.  Inglis. 

Herefollowes  the  tennor  of  the  abovev^ritten  commission, in  English: —  Tennorof  com- 
WlLLiAM,  Rex.      Our   Soveraigne  Lord  and   Lady  ordain  a  letter  to  EngUsh.'" 
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Edinburgh,     be  made  and   past  under  there  Majesties   great  seall  of  there  ancient 

— '-  kingdome  of  Scotland,  makeing  mentione  that  there  Majesties  being  fully 

mlsSon  to  Ton"  Satisfied    with    the    loyalty,   fidelity,  and   integrity   of   maister    Andrew 
EnSsh^'™      Kennedy  of  Clowburne,  and  of  his  fittness  and  qualificationes  for  exactly 
1  Nov.  1689.     dischargeing  the  duties  of   the    place  and  office  of  conservator  of   the 
priviledges  granted   to  the  subjects  of  there   said  ancient  kingdome   of 
Scotland  in  the  Netherlands,  as  also  there  Majesties  resident  for  all  affairs 
of  thair  said  kingdome  of  Scotland  in  the  whole  bounds  of  the  sevinteen 
provinces  of  the  Low  Cuntries  :   Therefore  to  have  made,  constitute,  and 
appoynted,  lykeas  there  Majesties  by  these  presents  make,  constitute,  and 
appoynte  the  said  maister  Andrew  Kennedy,  dureing  all  the  dayes  of  his 
naturall  life,  conservator  of  the  said  priviledges  granted  to  the  subjects  of 
there  Majesties  said  ancient  kingdome  of  Scotland  in  the  Netherlandes, 
and    moreover    makeing,    constituteing,    and    appoynting,    lykeas    there 
Majesties    by   these   presents    make,    constitute,   and    appoynt    the    said 
maister  Andrew   Kennedy   (dureing    the   space    forsaid)    ther    Majesties 
resident  for  all  affairs  of  thair  said  kingdome  of  Scotland  in  the  whole 
bounds  of  the  seventeen  provinces  of  the  Low  Cuntryes  ;  giveing  and 
granting  the  said   offices  unto  him  with  no  lesse    amplitude   of  power, 
priviledge,  right,  and  liberty  then  any  conservator  or  resident  hade  at  any 
tyme  heretofore;  and  yeirly  with  power  unto  him  to  appoynt  and  constitute 
deputes  one  or  more  under  him  (for  quhom  he  shall  be  answerable)  in  the 
said  offices,  as  also  clerks,  servants,  assessors,  and  all  other  necessar  officers 
of  court,  and  them  to  place  or  displace  and  to  addmitt  or  extrude  at  his 
pleasure;  with  power  unto  him  to  use  and  exerce  the  said  offices  (with  all 
dignitys,   priviledges,   libertys,   immunities,   fies,  and  casualtys  justly  be- 
longing to  the  same,  by  himself  or  his  deputts  in  maner  aforesaid,  and  by 
his  servants  and  collectors  to  crave,  exact,  uplift,  and  receive  all  and  sundry 
the  rents,  emoluments,  and  casualities  pertaining  to  the  said  ofice  of  con- 
servator and  resident  or  which  might  have  pertained  or  belonged  unto 
them  or  either  of  them ;  and  with  power  unto  him  to  take  and  apprehend 
the  persons  and  to  destrenyie  and  sell  the  goods  of  delinquents;  there 
Majesties  commanding,  and   they  doe  hereby  requyre  and  command  all 
there   subjects    of    there   said   kingdome,    especially  the   merchants   and 
factors,  masters  of  ships  and    all  others  whom  thir  presents  doe  or  may 
concern,  that  they  honor,  respect,  and  obey  the  said  maister   Andrew 
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Kenedy  and  his  deputts  with  all  due  reverence  in  there  faithfuU  discharge  Edinburgh. 
of  the  said  two  offices;  and  that  they  readily  and  thankfully  pey  unto  him,  ^''  ^'^'^"^  ^^^"" 
his  said  deputts,  collectors,  or  vtheris  officers  in  his  name,  all  fies,  rents,  mission  to'^oou- 
and  emoluments  pertayning  or  which  may  pertain  to   either  of  the  said  servator, 

-1  "       „  .  ,,  /    ^__    ,  .    .  m  English. 

two  othces  (dureing  the  space  lorsaid)  under  all  highest  payne  and  as  they  1  Nov.  1689. 
will  answere  the  contrary  at  there  perrill.  Requyring  hereby  thee  directors 
of  there  Majesties  chanceUary  or  deputts  to  wryte  this  present  commissione 
(in  the  most  ample  forme,  with  all  claussis  needfull),  and  the  lord  chancellor 
or  keepers  of  the  great  seall  for  the  tyme  being  to  cause  the  samyne  to  be 
appended  therto  without  passing  any  vther  seall  or  register,  for  doeing 
whereoff  this  shall  be  to  them  and  all  others  who  may  be  therin  concerned 
a  sufficient  warrant.  Given  at  the  Court  at  Holland  House,  the  first 
day  off  November  1689  yeirs,  and  of  there  Maiesties  reigne  the  first  yeir. 
Followes  the  doccatt  of  the  said  commissione  : — May  it  please  your 
Majesties.  These  contayne  your  Majesties  warrant  for  a  letter  to  be  past 
{jper  saltum)  under  the  great  seall  of  your  ancient  kingdome  of  Scotland, 
makeing,  constituteing,  and  appoynting  maister  Andrew  Kennedy  of 
Clowburne,  dureing  all  the  dayes  of  his  naturall  life,  conservator  of  the 
priviledges  granted  to  your  subjects  of  the  said  kingdome  in  the  Nether- 
lands, and  your  Majesties  resident  for  all  affairs  of  your  said  kingdome  in 
the  whole  bounds  of  the  seventeen  provinces  of  the  Low  Countrys  ;  giveing 
and  granting  the  offices  of  conservator  and  resident  as  afforsaid  unto  the 
said  maister  Andrew  Kennedy,  with  no  lesse  amplitude  of  power,  right, 
priviledge  and  liberty  as  any  conservator  and  resident  ever  hade  at  any 
tyme  heretofore,  with  all  dignitys,  priviledges,  libertys,  immunities,  fies, 
and  casualitys  pertayning  to  them  or  either  of  them ;  with  full  power 
unto  him  to  appoynte  and  constitute  deputts  one  or  more  under  him  (for 
whom  he  shall  be  ansuereable)  in  the  said  offices  and  all  other  members 
needfull,  and  to  uplift  and  receiue  all  fees,  rents,  and  emoluments  pertayn- 
ing or  which  may  pertayne  to  either  of  the  saids  offices.  Sic  subscribitur  : 
Melvill. 

General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  12™^. 

Edinburgh,  James  Maklurg,  dean  of  gild,  and  George  Stirling,  chirurgion  ;  Sedemnt. 
Perth,  Eobert  Smith  ;  Dundie,  James  Fletcher  ;  Aberdeen,  Alexander  Gordoun  ; 
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Edinburgh. 
22  April  1690. 

Sederunt. 


Stirling,  John  Dick  ;  Linlithgow,  Walter  Stewart ;  St  Andrews,  James  Smith  ; 
.  Glasgow,  John  Anderson ;  Air,  John  Moor ;  Haddiugtoun,  Maister  James 
Lawder ;  Montross,  James  Mudie  ;  Couper,  Robert  Melvill ;  Dumfreis,  James 
Kennan  ;  Inverness,  John  Cuthbert  ;  Bruutisland,  Alexander  Ged  ;  Innerkeith- 
ing,  Alexander  Spitall ;  Kinghorn,  Patrick  Wallace  ;  Irving,  Maister  Alexander 
Cuninghame  ;  Kirkcadbrigh,  John  Ewart ;  Wigtoun,  William  Coltran  ;  Pitten- 
weem,  George  Smith  ;  Dumfermling,  Sir  Charles  Halket ;  Selkirk,  Maister  John 
Murray ;  Dumbartonn,  Maister  James  Smollet ;  Rhenfrew,  Maister  William 
Cochran  ;  Dumbar,  Robert  Kellie  ;  Lanerk,  Thomas  Hamilton  ;  Aberbrothock, 
Patrick  Stiven  ;  Elgin,  James  Stewart ;  Peibles,  John  Mtfir ;  Carraill,  George 
Moncreiff ;  Tayn,  William  Ross ;  Culross,  Maister  William  Erskin  ;  Bamff, 
Walter  Stewart ;  Eorfar,  John  Carnegie;  Rutherglen,  John  Scott;  North berwick, 
Thomas  Stewart ;  CuUen,  Sir  James  Ogilvie ;  Kilrennie,  David  Simpson ; 
Sancquhar,  Maister  John  Boswald  ;  Quensferrie,  Sir  William  Hamilton  ;  Week, 
Maister  Archbald  Sinclar  ;   (twenty-three  burghs,  blank.) 


Preses. 


22  April  1690. 


1.   Sir  John  Hall  of  Dunglas,  baronet,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected 
preses. 
Eevisingcom-  2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions. 


Preses. 

Commissions 
approven. 


Comitty. 


23  April  1690. 

3.  James  Maklurg,  dean  of  guild  of  Edinburgh,  elected  pi'eses  in  absence  of 
the  provost  of  Edinburgh. 

4.  Approved  of  the  commissions  except  that  for  Anstruther  Wester  "which 
they  reject  inrespect  the  samen  is  only  signed  by  the  clerk  and  wants  the 
comon  seall  of  the  burgh." 

5.  [Appointed  a  committee  to]  take  vnder  ther  consideration  the 
whoU  heads  of  the  missive  direct  to  them  and  to  search  the  registers  of 
the  royall  borrowes  and  report  to  the  convention  what  right  the  borrowes 
hes  or  had  to  the  nomination  or  presentation  of  a  conservator  or  any  other 
acts  contained  in  the  records  anent  the  said  office. 


Act  anent 
burghs  of 
barony. 


5  May  1690. 

6.  The  convention  appoynts  that  the  act  in  favores  of  the  royall 
borrowes  anent  the  burghs  of  regalities  and  barronies  which  the  last 
generall  convention  approved  of  should  be  presented  to  parliament,  and 
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recomends  to  tbe  provost  of  Edinburgh,  ther  preses,  with  any  others  of  the  edihbuhgh. 
borroues  he  shall  call  for,  to  wait  vpon  his  grace  the  commissioner  befor  ^    ^^  ^^^^' 
the  doun  sitting  of  the  parliament  and   delyver  the   double  of  the  said 
act  to  him  and  receave  bis  answer. 

13  May  1690. 

7.  The  convention  having  heard  the  report  of  the  comitty  whoe  wer  Report  anent 
appoynted  to  search  the  records  of  the  royall  borrowes,  and   to  take  exact  conservator. 
information  of  what  right  the  borrowes  hes  or  had  to   the  nomination, 
presentation,  or  recomendatioun  of  the  conservator,  doe  find   efter  they 

had  pervsed  the  saids  records  ther  hes  bein  various  debaits  anent  the 
nomination  of  the  person,  but  his  Majesties  gift  alwayes  prevailled,  and 
that  the  borrowes  have  bein  in  constant  use  to  protest  or  reserve  that  his 
Majesties  nomination  might  not  prejudge  the  interest  of  the  royall 
borrowes  in  any  tyme  heirefter  as  accords  of  the  law. 

27  May  1690. 

8.  The  which  day,   Maister  Andrew  Kennedy  of  Clowburn  having  Kennedy,  con- 

,.  c    ,^  ^■  e   ^  111  servator,  sub- 

compeired  m  presence  oi  the  convention  oi  borrowes  and  produced  ane  mits  Wmseif  to 
commission  vnder  the  great  seall  of  this  kingdome  of  the  date  the  first  uonof^th^on- 
day  of  November  1689,  granted  by  ther  Majesties  to  him  during  all  the  vention. 
dayes  of  his  lyftyme,  to  be  conservator  of  the  Scots  priviledges  in  the 
Netherlands,  and  yet  notwithstanding  of  the  said  commission  and  that  it 
doeth  containe  ane  generall  claus  as  to  the  fies  and  emoluments  of  the 
said  office  to  be  vplifted  by  him  alse  fullie  and  freelie  as  any  other  con- 
servator hes  bein  in  vse  formerly  to  vplift,  yet  the  said  Maister  Andrew 
Kennedy  does  by  thir  presents,  notwithstanding  of  any  claus  contained  in 
his  gift,  fully  and  freely  submit  himself  to  the  determination  of  this  present 
convention  as  to  his  dewes  and  emoluments  to  be  payed  to  him  and  that 
he  shall  observe  such  rules  and  instructions  theranent  as  the  royall 
borrowes  shall  prescryve  to  him  and  that  he  will  not  exceid  the  raits  sett 
doun  in  the  table  to  be  signed  and  given  him  by  the  royall  borrowes.  In 
testimony  wherof  he  hes  subscryved  this  present  act  which  is  insert  in  the 
burgh  register.     Andrew  Kennedy. 

9.  Compeired  Maister  Andrew  Kennedy  of  Clowburn  and  produced  4 


Act  of  admis- 
sion. 
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Edinburgh. 
27  May  1690. 

Kennedy,  con- 
servator. 


his  gift  in  presence  of  the  convention,  granted  to  him  from  ther  Majesties 
"vnder  the  great  seall  of  the  kingdome  of  Scotland,  appoynting  him  to  be 
conservator  of  the  priviledges  of  the  Scots  nation  in  the  Netherlands 
during  all  the  dayes  of  his  lyftyme,  which  gift  being  considered  by  the 
convention,  and  they  being  fuUie  satisfied  with  the  abilities  and  other 
fitt  qtialifications  of  the  said  Maister  Andrew  Kennedy  and  of  his  knowen 
experience  and  the  good  hopes  they  have  of  his  civill  and  obleidging 
deportment  in  the  said  office,  have  approven  and  heirby  approves  of  the 
said  gift  granted  to  him  during  his  lyftyme  and  admits  and  receaves 
the  said  Maister  Andew  Kennedy  to  be  conservator  of  the  priviledges  of 
the  Scots  nation  in  the  Netherlands,  and  allowes  to  him  the  dewes  and 
emoluments  of  the  said  office,  conforme  to  the  table  to  be  signed  by  the 
borrowes  and  delyvered  to  him,  which  is  heirby  declared  to  be  the  only 
rule  to  him  in  all  tyme  coming  for  vplifting  the  saids  dewes  and  emolu- 
ments ;  reserving  and  declaring  alwayes  that  the  approbation,  receiving, 
and  admitting  of  the  said  Maister  Andrew  Kennedy,  conforme  to  his 
gift,  to  be  conservator,  should  noewayes  prejudge  the  interest  or  priviledges 
of  the  royaU  borrowes  of  choysing  and  nominating  ane  conservator  in 
tyme  coming  as  accords  of  the  law ;  and  the  said  Maister  Andrew 
Kennedy  being  personally  present  accepting  his  office  made  faith  defideli 
administratione  and  obleidged  himself  to  subscryve  and  observe  such 
rules  and  instructions  as  the  royall  borrowes  shall  prescryve  to  him. 


1 0.  Appointed  a  committee  "  to  meet  and  take  vnder  ther  consideration  the 


Conservators 

structions.        table  of  the  conservators  dewes  and  to  revise  the  former  instructions  granted  by 
the  borrowes  to  the  conservator  and  report  ther  opinion  to  the  convention." 


Anent  keeping 
dyets  of  con- 
ventions. 


9  June  1690. 

11.  The  convention  considering  the  great  negligence  of  the  commis- 
sionars  of  the  royall  borrowes  sent  to  generall  or  particular  conventions  in 
not  attending  the  dyets  prescryved  by  them  and  therby  retards  the 
generall  affaires  of  the  royall  borrowes,  for  remeid  wherof  in  all  tyme 
coming  the  convention  statuts  and  ordaines  that  ilk  commissionar  sent  by 
any  royall  borrow  to  generall  or  particular  conventions  doe  attend  the  par- 
ticular dyets  prescrvyed  to  them  by  the  last  adjournment  or  by  ther 
preses  during  the  sitting  of  the  said  generall  or  particular  conventions. 
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and  in  caice  any  member  be  absent  two  severall  dyets  immediately  sue-  f  j^^gg^' 
ceiding,  without  ane  reasonable  excuse  approven  by  the  convention,  shall  Anent  keeiiin  ■■ 
be  esteimed  as  absent  from  the  said  senerall  or  particular  conventions  and  dyets  of  con- 

,.,  ,„         T        t  ■  T     n     T    ■  ■  11  •  ;ii        ventions. 

his  burgh  lyned,  which  faylzie  soe  incurred  the  convention  appoynts  ther 
agent  to  exact  the  samen  and  be  accomptable  therfor,  and  ordanes  letters 
of  horning  to  be  raised  at  the  agents  instance  against  ther  burghs,  which 
burghs  are  heirby  declared  to  have  repayment  and  repetition  of  ther  said 
commissionar  of  the  said  fyne  ;  and  ordanes  ane  coppie  of  this  act  to^be 
sent  to  every  royall  burgh  and  read  at  the  first  meetting  of  any  generall 
or  particular  conventions  heirefter. 

12.  Appointed   a  committee  to  meet  and  "  consider   the  grievances   of  the  County,  griev- 
royall  boiToues  that  they  may  be  represented  to  parliament  to  be  redressed."  anoes. 

11  June  1690. 

13.  The  commissioner  for  Aberdeen  protested  that  there  should  be  no  augmen-  Protestation, 
tation  of  the  conservator's  table  of  dues  till  the  general  convention  meet  in  July  conservators 
next,  to  which  protest  the  commissioner  for  Montrose  adhered. 

14.  Referring   to   the  eighth  act  passed  on   27th   May  last,  the  convention  ^^'"' ^*^''''"& 
ordained  that  the  sum  of  £300  sterling  yearly  should  be  paid  to   Andrew  Ken-  servator. 
nedy,  conservator,  "  out  of  the  trade  of  this  kingdome,  as  a  compitenfc  allowance 

to  support  the  dignity  and  charge  of  the  said  office,"  and  remitted  to  the  general 
convention  to  meet  in  July  next  to  "  determine  the  particular  method  how  the 
same  shall  be  made  effectuall  to  the  said  conservator  either  by  augmenting  the 
dewes  of  the  former  table  or  otherwayes  as  they  shall  think  fitt.'' 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  James  Maklurg,  dean  of  gild,  and  George  Stirling,  chirurgion  ;  fj^'J^'iggo 
Perth,  Robert  Smith  ;  Dundie,  James  Fletcher  ;  Aberdeen,  Alexander  Gordoun;  Sederunt. 
Stirling,  John  Dick  ;  Linlithgow,  Walter  Stewart  ;  St  Andrews,  James  Smith  ; 
Glasgow,  John  Anderson  ;  Air,  John  Moor  ;  Haddington,  Maister  James  Lawder, 
Kirkcaldie,  James  Lundie  ;  Montross,  Maister  Robert  Taylyeor;  Couper,  Robert 
Melvill  j  Anstruther  Eister,  James  Lawson  ;  Dumfreis,  James  Kennan  ;  Inver- 
ness, John  Cuthbert ;  Bruntisland,  Alexander  Ged  ;  Innerkeithing,  Alexander 
Spitell ;  Kinghorn,  Patrick  Wallace;  Brichen,  James  Coway ;  Irving,  Maister 
Alexander  Cuningham  ;  Jedburgh,  John  Rutherfoord  ;  Kirkcudbright,  John 
Ewart  ;  Wigtoun,  William  Coltran  ;  Pittenweem,  George  Smith  ;  Anstruther 
2  P 
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Edinburgh. 
1  July  1690. 

Sederunt. 


Prases. 
Commissions. 


Commissions 
approved. 
Heads  of  mis- 
sive. 

Brandie. 


Selkirk,  For- 
far. 

Keeping  dyets 
of  convention. 


Heads  of  mis- 
sive. 


Visitations  of 
burghs. 


Wester,  Mr  Eobert  Cleilland ;  Selkirk,  William  Mitclielhill  ;  Dumbartoun, 
Maister  James  Smollet ;  Dunbar,  Robert  Kellie  ;  Lanerk,  Thomas  Hamilton  ; 
El^in,  William  Calder ;  Peibles,  John  Muir ;  Carraill,  George  Moncreif ;  Tayn, 
William  Ross;  Culross,  Maister  William  Erskinj  Bamff,  Walter  Stewart; 
Whythorn,  Patrick  Murdoch  ;  Rutherglen,  John  Scott ;  Northberwick,  Sir 
Thomas  Stewart ;  Lauder,  David  Maitland ;  Kilrennie,  Thomas  Peacok  ; 
Stanraer,  Sir  Patrick   Murray  ;   (twenty-three  burghs  blank). 

1  July  1690. 

1.  Sir  John  Hall  of  Dunglas,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  prases. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions  and  report. 

2  July  1690. 

3.  The  convention  approved  of  the  whole  commissions. 

■i.  Appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  missive  and  report  their  opinion  on 
each  head  to  the  convention. 

5.  Instructed  the  same  committee  "  to  draw  up  reasons  whey  brandie  ought 
not  to  be  discharged  to  be  imported  by  act  of  parliament." 

6.  Granted  liberty  to  the  commissioner  for  Selkirk  to  return  home,  and  ex- 
cused the  absence  of  Forfar. 

7.  The  convention  revived  the  eleventh  act  of  the  convention  in  June  lust, 
and  of  new  ordained  that  any  commissioner  who  after  producing  his  commission 
should  be  absent  from  two  successive  diets,  without  reasonable  excuse,  should 
incur  the  usual  fine  for  absence.  It  was  also  ordained  that  nineteen  at  general, 
and  thirteen  at  particular,  conventions  should  be  held  a  "  sufficient  number  to 
represent  the  royall  borrowes." 

12  July  1690. 

8.  Continued  till  next  general  convention  heads  of  the  missive  relating  to 
qualifications  of  commissioners,  stopping  of  monopolies,  Dumbarton  bridge,  free- 
men partners  with  unfreemen,  residence  in  royal  burrows,  uniformity  of 
measures,  and  the  creditors  of  Thomas  Cunninghame,  factor  in  Campheer. 

9.  Referring  to  the  visitations  which  the  convention  had  appointed  to  be 
made  to  certain  burghs,  and  considering  "  that  severall  of  the  saids  burghs,  by  the 
troubles  arysing  and  difficulties  of  the  tymes,  occasioned  by  the  war,  did  hinder 
the  reporting  their  particular  conditions  to  the  convention,"  the  commissioners 
continued  the  visitations  of  the  burghs  of  Glasgow,  Inverness,  Peibles,  Irving, 
Sanquhar,  Rhenfrew,  Forfar,  Quen.sferry,  Elgin,  Pittenweem,  Kirkcudbright  and 
Bamff,  conform  to  former  acts. 

10.  Having  considered  reports  as  to  Kirkcaldie  and  Montross,  the  convention 

and 


Kirkcaldy  and 

Montross,  tax    appointed  these  burghs  to  be  eased  in  the  tax  roll,  Kirkcaldie  in  lis.  8d. 
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Montross  in  10s.   Scots,  and  appointed  these  sums  to  be  laid  on  the  following  il'j'Sylefo. 
burghs,  viz.,  Aberdeen,  10s.,  Dundie,  63.  8d.,  and  Dumfreis,  5s.  '~ 

11.  The  convention  eased  the  burgh  of  Burntisland  of  7s.  in  the  tax  roll  and  Elgin,  tax  roll, 
laid  4s.  thereof  on  Elgin  and  3s.  on  Kirkwall. 

12.  The  convention  eased  the  burgh  of  St.  Andrews  of  5s.  Scots  in  the  tax  St  Andrews, 
roll  and  laid  Is.  each  on  Dumfermling,  Aberbrothock,  Rothesay,  Forres  and  Loch-  fo^f"'''  *^^ 
rnaben  ;  and  also  eased  the  burgh  of  Culross  of  3s.  in  the  tax  roll  and  laid  the 

same  on  the  burgh  of  Forfar. 

13.  The  convention  considering  "the  poor  and  mean  condition  of  the  burgh  Dysart. 
of  Dysart  "  recommended  to  the  preses,  with  advice  of  such  of  the  burghs  as  are 

in  town,  to  assist  the  burgh  in  all  their  concerns  and  particularly  in  obtaining 
warrant  from  the  secret  council  for  choosing  new  magistrates  and  council  and  in 
settling  all  debates  between  the  burgh  and  Lord  Sinclair. 

14.  Ratified  the  acts  of  last  general  convention  in  favor  of  Andrew  Kennedy  Conservator. 
of  Clowburn  as  conservator  of  the  Netherlands. 

15.  After  having  fully  considered  as  to  the  particular  method  by  which  the  Conservators 
allowance  to  the  conservator  should  be  paid,  the  convention  found  that  for  pay-  '*'^"®^- 
nient  of  dues   by  merchants  the  same  should  no  more  be  laid  upon  the  sack  of 

goods  but  upon  the  value  of  goods  transported  to  the  staple  port,  therefore  tliey 
ordained  that  in  all  time  coming  fifteen  stivers  upon  the  value  of  the  hundred 
gilders  of  goods  should  be  exacted  by  the  conservator  and  his  deputies  from  mer- 
chants, and  skippers  to  pay  upon  the  sack  of  goods  as  formerly.  All  dues  for 
other  than  staple  goods  to  be  paid  to  the  conservator  as  in  the  time  of  his  prede- 
cessors, and  factors  on  their  admission  and  merchants  at  their  first  voyage  to  pay 
as  formerly.     The  commissioner  for  Aberdeen  protested  against  this  act. 

16.  The  convention,  considering  "  ther  are  no  factors  for  the  present  legallie  Gordoun,  fao- 
setled  at  Campher,  and  to  the  effict  that  a  present  expedient  may  be  fallen  upon   °^  ,        ™' 
for  the  weell  and  interest  of  the  royall  borrows  and  the  merchants  trading  to  the 
Netherlands,  that  ther  goods  be  not  squandered  away  in   the  meantyme  for   the 

want  of  care  and  industry  of  factors,"  they  accepted  the  oiFer  of  Alexander  Gor- 
doun, provost  of  Aberdeen,  to  bind  himself  for  William  Gordoun,  in  Holland, 
that  he  shall  account  for  all  goods  belonging  to  Scots  merchants  intromitted  with 
by  him. 

17.  The   convention  "  doe   earnestly  recomend   to   Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  of  gcots  poor  in 
Clouburn,  present  conservator,  to  doe  his  outmost  dilligence  in  procuring  payment  Campheir. 
from  the  toune  of  Campheir  of  such  soumes  of  money  lying  in  ther  hands  belong- 
ing to  the  Scots  poor.'' 

]  8.   The   instructions  given  by  the  royall  borrowes  to  Mr  Andrew  instructions  to 

^  •}  ^    ^  ^  PI       conservator. 

Kennedy  of  Clowburn,  present  conservator,  being  read  in  presence  of  the 
royall  borrowes,  wer  approven  by  the  convention  and  signed  by  the  con- 
servator, wherof  the  tenor  folio wes  :— 
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Edinbuegh,  (1)  Imprimis,  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  shall  not  at  any  tyme 

12  July  1690.     ,.\,  !.,,»,„  .. 

heireiter  demit  the  office  of  conservator  to  any  person  or  persons  except  to 

Insti-uctions  to  -.t    •       ■  •  i      i  i  r-     i        i  i       i 

conservator,     the  Kings  Majestie  or  with  the  consent  and  assent  oi  the   borrowes  had 
and  obtained  therto. 

(2)  Item,  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  hath  power  to  place  deputs 
at  the  staple  port,  as  also  in  Scotland,  for  the  better  putting  in  practise 
the  orders  of  the  borrowes ;  for  which  deputs  he  shall  be  answerable  in 
the  saids  offices  for  ther  qualilicationes  and  discharge  of  ther  deuty,  and  in 
caice  any  complant  be  given  in  against  them  the  same  is  to  be  tryed  be 
the  borrowes  at  ther  generall  or  particular  conventions ;  as  lykwayes  if 
the  borrowes  have  any  just  cans  against  them  whey  they  ought  not  to  be 
deputs  in  the  said  office  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  shall  remove  them. 

(3)  Item,  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  or  his  deputa  during  ther  said 
office  shall  remain  at  the  staple  port  quherever  the  samen  shall  happen  to 
be  for  the  tyme,  and  shall  not  direct  themselues  therfrae  (without  some 
important  cans  notified  either  to  the  borrowes  or  burgh  of  Edinburgh  by 
ther  letter)  bot  attend  ther  office  ther  and  shall  concur  with  the  nation  in 
protecting  them  from  violence  and  suiting  reparation  and  redress  of  wrongs 
throw  anj'  pairt  of  the  wholl  seventein  provinces  vpon  the  reasonable 
charges  of  the  pairty. 

(4)  Item,  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  [or  his  deputs]  shall  keep 
courts  conforme  to  the  acts  of  parliament  and  shall  not  suffer  any  factor 
to  assist  them  or  sit  in  judgement  with  them  in  noe  tyme  to  come  bot 
shall  be  assisted  bfe  the  merchands  or  masters  of  ships  of  the  nation  ther 
for  the  tyme  whoe  shall  be  obleidged  to  give  ther  oath  de  fideli. 

(5)  Item,  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  or  his  deputs  shall  put  the 
acts  of  the  generall  or  particular  convention  of  borrowes  (made  or  to  be 
made)  to  executione  against  all  wnfrie  tradders  and  factors,  and  in  speciall 
shall  not  suffer  any  factor  to  trade  or  trafique,  vnder  the  pain  of  depriva- 
tion of  ther  offices  as  factors. 

(6)  Item,  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  or  his  deputs  shall  not  suffer 
any  person  to  use  the  office  of  factor  within  the  sevinteen  provinces  except 
they  have  bein  first  admitted  to  that  office  be  the  generall  or  particular 
conventions  of  borrowes  and  that  they  shew  them  ane  certificat  subscryved 
be  the  clerk  of  borrowes  makeand  mention  of  ther  admission  and  findino- 
caution   confonue  to  the  ordor  accustomed,  and  then,  they  paying  to  the 
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said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy,  as  conservator,  of  the  dewties  accustomed  to  edinbuegh. 

be  payed  at  thair  admission,  they  shall    take   ther   oath   at  the  staple  ■     ■"  '— 

port  and  exerce  all  other  authority  over  them  belonging  to  them  as  con-  oonservatoi\ 

servators  either  be  acts  of  parliament  or  of  borrowes  ;  and  the  deprivation 

of  the  saids   factors  for    any  wrong  don  be   them  to  any  merchant  shall 

belong  to  the  saids  conventions  of  borrowes,  bot  if  they  shall  infring  any 

of  his  Majesties  lawes  or  faill  in  any  pairt  or  poynt  of  dewty  to  the  King 

or  kingdome  then  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  may  in  that  caice  deprive 

them  be  ther  oune  authority. 

(7)  Item,  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  shall  see  that  the  liberties 
and  priviledges  of  the  nation  at  the  staple  port  contained  in  the  contract 
betuixt  the  borrowes  and  the  toune  of  Campheir  be  keeped,  and  in  special! 
anent  the  consergerie  house. 

(8)  Item,  in  all  contraversies  betuixt  him  and  any  merchant,  sellar, 
or  factor,  he  shall  submit  himself  to  the  decision  of  the  borrowes  and  shall 
not  appeall  therfrae  nor  declyn  the  same. 

(9)  Item,  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  being  wairned  either  at  the 
instance  of  the  borrowes,  generall  or  particular  conventions,  and  ther  pro- 
curator fiscall,  or  any  other  having  warrand  from  the  commissionars  of 
borrowes  (or  toun  of  Edinburgh  to  suit  them,)  to  answer  to  any  complant 
given  against  him,  shall  compear  be  themselves  and  ther  procurator  and 
answer  the  same  vpon  the  premonition  of  threescoir  dayes  either  in 
generall  or  particular  conventions. 

(10)  Item,  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  binds  and  obleidges  him- 
self to  discharge  his  dewty  in  the  said  office,  alse  weell  in  administration 
of  justice,  either  in  civill  or  criminal!  courts,  with  speed  and  indifference  in 
putting  ther  decreits  and  sentences  to  execution,  as  alsoe  in  ruling  and 
governing  themselves  and  the  nation  conforme  to  the  acts  of  parliament 
and  lawes  of  this  realme,  and  alsoe  the  acts  of  borrowes,  and  whatsomever 
other  things  shall  be  statut  by  the  borrowes  for  the  good  of  trade  and 
honor  of  the  nation  they  shall  cans  the  same  be  obeyed  efter  lawful!  inti- 
mation made  therfor  to  him  or  his  deputs. 

(11)  Item,  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  shall  assist  and  concur  be 
ther  authority  with  the  minister  in  seing  the  ordor  of  the  church  ther 
keeped  alse  weell  in  the  doctrine  and  discipline,  conforme  to  the  lawes  of 
tiiis   realme,  and   tliat  he   shall   be   imediatly  subject  to  the  presbitry  of 
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Instructions  to 
conservator. 


Conservator, 
tr.insport. 

Conservator, 
persons  pur- 
suing. 


Tayn  and  Kil- 
rennie. 

Statut  dis- 
charging frie- 
men  to  buy 
from  wnfrie- 
men. 


Edinburgh,  and  not  to  joyn  himself  with  the  classes  in  Holland,  and  to 
sie  any  collections  appoynted  to  be  vplifted  be  the  borrowes  be  taken  cair 
of  for  the  use  they  are  collected  for. 

(12)  Item,  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy,  as  conservator,  binds  and 
obleidges  him  to  exact  and  vplift  noe  higher  nor  greater  dewes  of  mer- 
chand  goods  then  according  to  ane  table  made  be  the  borrowes  at  this 
present  convention. 

(13)  Item,  the  sa,id  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  is  heirby  bound  and  ob- 
leidged  to  the  sanen  articles  and  conditiones  to  the  borrowes  of  this  realme 
unto  which  any  conservator  wes  bound  and  obleidged,  except  in  soe  far  as 
the  samen  is  innovat  or  altered  by  thir  presents. 

(14)  Item,  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  shall  not  during  the  tyme 
of  his  office  purchase  or  procure  any  thing  prejudiciall  to  the  liberties 
of  the  borrowes,  nor  suit,  obtane,  or  crave  any  farder  impost  vpon  mer- 
chand  goods  or  ships  then  is  granted  by  the  forsaid  table  or  heirefter  shall 
he  granted  be  the  borrowes  of  this  realme. 

19.  Ordained  the  ao;ent  to  pay  to  the  conservator  £50  sterling  "in  order  to 
his  transportation  "  to  the  staple  port. 

20.  Ordained  that  if  any  person  shall  pursue  the  conservator,  or  he  pursue 
any  person,  before  any  convention  of  burghs,  without  good  ground,  the  party 
condemned  shall  be  obliged  to  refund  the  damages,  charges,  and  expenses  to  the 
party  acquitted  from  the  pursuit. 

21.  Appointed  "the  mean  and  poor  condition"  of  the  burghs  of  Tayn  and 
Kilrennie  to  be  taken  to  consideration  by  the  next  generall  convention. 

22.    The  conventione,  vpon  certaue  important  considerations  moving 

them,   and   for   the   better   executione   of  the   lait   act  of  parliament  in 

favores  of  the  royall  borrowes,^   enacts  and   ordanes  in  all  tyme  coming 

^  By  Act  of  Parliament,  Gul.  et  Mar.,  14  June  1690,  i;.  15,  it  was  ordained  "that 
the  importing  of  all  forrain  commodities  and  merchandise  either  by  sea  or  land,  doth 
and  shall  belong  to  the  freemen  inhabitants  of  ther  Majesties  royall  buiTOwes  allennerly, 
excepting  cattell,  horses,  sheep  and  other  bestiall,  and  likewise  excepting  such  commodities 
as  noblemen  and  barons  shall  import  for  their  own  use  ; "  also  ' '  that  the  exporting  by  sea 
of  all  the  native  commodities  of  this  kingdome  doth  and  shall  belong  to  the  freemen  inhabit- 
ants of  the  royall  burrows,  only  excepting  corns,  cattell,  horses,  sheep,  mettalls,  mineralls, 
coalls,  salt,  lime  and  stone,  but  prejudice  to  noblemen  and  barons  to  export  as  much  of  the 
other  native  product  of  the  kingdome.  whether  staple  commodities  or  others,  as  may  answere 
to  the  value  of  the  commodities  which  shall  be  imported  by  them  for  their  own  use  as  said  is  ; 
as  also  but  prejudice  to  all  the  leidges  to  transport  by  land  out  of  this  kingdome  all  the  native 
commodities  thereof,  and  in  case  any  persons  shall  doe  in  the  contrair  of  this  present  act 
they  shall  be  punished  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  acts  of  parliament  made  against  unfree 
traders  in  all  points.  Declareing  hereby  that  the  inhabitants  of  burghs  of  regalities  and 
baronies  and  others  shall  and  may   trade  in   buying  and   selling  all  native   commodities, 
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that  noe  bnrges  of  any  roj'all  burgh  shall  buy  from   any  wnfrieman  any  ?P?'^'J'^?q|; 

forraigne  imported  goods  for  retaining  againe,  except  from  such  strangers  

whoe   shall   make  first   offer  of  ther  goods  to  the   magistrats   and  toun  charging  frie- 
councill   of  any  royall   burgh  in  haill  bulk,   certifieing  such   friemen   as  form  wnfrus- 
shall  contraveen  this  present  act  or  any  pairt  therof  shall  be  lyable  to  the  "'®°- 
borrowes  in  the  fourth  pairt  of  the  vallow  of  the  goods  soe  bought. 

14  July  1690. 

23.  The  convention   gives  full  power  to  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh  Comitty  ap- 
[and   eleven  others]  to  meet  as  a  comitty  at  any  tyme  efter  desolving  of  parliament, 
this  present  convention,  and  any  fyve  of  them  to  be  a  quorum,  to  take  to  burghs  °* 
ther  serious  consideration  the  most  effectuall  means  for  the  better  execu- 
tion of  the  lait  act  of  parliament  in  favors  of  the  royall  borrowes,  and  to 
receive  such  rules  and  overtures  from  any  of  the  royall  borrowes  theranent, 

and  to  make  such  acts  and  statuts  necessar  in  order  thervnto  as  may  tend 
to  the  benefit  and  advantadge  of  the  borrowes,  as  alsoe  to  appoint  visita- 
tions throw  the  wholl  royall  borrowes  of  this  kingdome  for  the  exact  tryall 
of  each  particular  burgh,  ther  condition,  trade  and  comon  good,  and  to 
forme  and  give  such  instructions  and  rules  to  the  particular  visitors  as 
the  comitty  shall  think  jast,  which  rules  and  instructions  the  visitors 
most  observe  and  report  vpon  oath  to  the  nixt  generall  convention,  and 
which  visitors  are  to  be  nominat  by  the  said  comitty  whoe  are  to  appoynt 
and  lay  doun  methods  how  ther  charges  shall  be  sustained  in  the  saids 
visitations,  and  for  that  effect  appoynts  the  said  comitty  to  meet  at  Edin- 
burgh the  sextein  day  of  July  instant  for  the  first  dyet  and  therefter  to 
adjourn  themselves  as  they  shall  think  fitt. 

24.  Having  considered  the  report  of  Sir  James  Ogilvie  and  Sir  William  Sir  James 
Hamilton,  advocates,  commissioners  for  negotiating  tlie  burgbs'  affairs  at  London,  'v^^iuam'" 
with  the  approbation  thereof  by  the  particular  convention  in  March  last,  the  Hamilton  800 
convention  approved  of  their  diligence,  and,  considering  their  over-expenditure,   ^  ' 
instructed  the  agent  to  pay  equally  between  them  £800   scots,  the  condition   of 

the  borrowes  at  present  not  being  able  to  gratifie  them  any  furder  for  their  good 

services. 

and  likewayes  may  retaill  all  forraigne  commodities  provydeing  they  buy  these  forraigne 
commodities  from  some  of  the  freemen  of  the  royall  burroues  bearing  scott  and  lott  therein 
and  noe  otherwayes.  And  that  notwithstanding  of  the  5th  act  of  the  3d  session,  2d  pari. 
Cha.  II.  which  is  hereby  restricted  expresly  and  abrogated  in  soe  far  allennerly  as  it  is 
inconsistent  with  this  present  act. " 
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Edinbdrgh.  25.  Approved  of  the  agent's  accourt  of  disbursements  from  July  1689  to 

14  July  1690.    j^^jy  j^gQQ^  extending  to  £6320,  5s.  8d.  scots,  and  ordained  the  burghs  to  pay 

Agentis  their  proportions, 

acoomptis.  '      ^ 

15  July  1690. 

Agent,  26.  The  commissioners  allowed  to  John  Buchan,  their  agent,  a  gratuity  of 

gra  lu  y.  £§00  Scots  for  services  here  and  at  London. 

Papers  relating         27.   The  clerk  produced  the  whole  principal  papers  relating  to  the  fifty  solz 
tun "  ^"^'^  ^'^'^    per  ton,  which  were  ordered  by  act  of  privy  council  to  be  delivered  up  to   the 
burghs,  and  the  convention  instructed  the  agent  to  pay  to  him  £20   sterling  "in 
consideration  of  the  pains  taken  by  him  in  finding  out  the  saids  Frensh  papers 
Servants  when  he  had  the  trust  of  keeping  the  publict  records  of  the  kingdome." 

gratuities  and  28.   Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  certain  gratuities  and  fees  to 'the  servants. 

^^'^^-  29.  Appointed  the  burgh  of  Inverary  to  pay  4s.  scots  of  the  stent  roll,  and 

Anstruther        Anstruther  Wester  to  be  eased  of  that  sum. 

Wester.  30.   Follows  the  protestation  given  in  be  Alexander    Gordoun,  commissioner 

Protestation,     fy  j-^jjg   ij^-gii    of  Aberdeen,   for   himself  and   in   name  and  behalf  of  the  said 
Aberdeen,  con-  .°,  -pt  ^  ^         c      -t  r^  -i 

servatorisdues.  toun,    against   the    alteration   ot    the  table  oi    the    staple    goods   at    Campheer, 

[referred  to  in  the  15th  act  of  this  convention]  : — 

First.  Becaus  the  said  table  hes  coutinowed  for  the  space  of  ane  hundred  and 
fourty  years  and  upwards,  and  the  samen  being  appoynted  by  our  predicessors 
■whoe  should  not  bot  know  the  condition  of  the  staple  alse  weell  as  wee  doe,  and 
it  wer  hard  now  to  alter  the  samen  efter  soe  long  a  tract  of  years. 

Secundly.  Wheras  now  it  is  pretendit  that  the  conservators  dewes  be  vplifted 
be  the  vallow  and  not  be  the  bulk,  this  extraordinar  method  is  not  only  wnjust 
for  the  reasons  forsaid,  but  alsoe  becaus  the  conservator  is  at  alse  much  pains  to 
attend  and  doe  justice  to  a  skipper  whoe  brings  a  loadning  of  coalls  as  to  him 
who  brings  a  loadning  of  plaiding  or  any  other  staple  comodities  to  the  said 
port,  and  is  alse  much  obleidged  to  doe  all  incumbent  dewties  and  personall 
attendance  either  at  the  said  staple  port  or  any  other  toun  or  sea  port  of  the  haill 
seventeen  provinces. 

Thridly.  I  the  said  Alexander  Gordoun,  commissionar  for  the  burgh  of 
Aberdeen,  for  myself  and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  said  burgh,  protests  that 
■what  ever  dewes  belonging  to  the  conservator  be  allowed  to  this  present  conser- 
vator the  samen  shall  be  in  satisfaction  of  all  cellaries  allowed  to  Jiirn,  othevwayes 
it  will  be  presumed  that  he  will  nether  attend  nor  be  soe  exact  be  himself  or  his 
deputs  in  vplifting  and  exacting  his  dewes  as  other  conservators  hes  been,  when 
he  may  recur  vpon  the  borrowes  for  his  cellary  of  three  hundred  pounds  sterling 
yearly  established  vpon  him  by  this  present  convention,  especially  seing  he  hes 
ane  other  setled  cellary  from  the  toun  of  Campheir. 

Fourthly.   It  is  humblie  conceaved  and  represented  that  the  royall  biiro^h  of 
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Aberdeen,  nor  noe  other  burgh  within  this  kingdome  whoe  exports  staple  com-  Edinburgh. 

odities,  can  be  lyable  either  to  this  new  cellary  of  three  hundred  pound   sterling         "  ^ 1- 

granted  to  the  present  conservator  or  to  the  new  imposition  conforme  to  the  vallow  P™testation, 

1  11  /»  i-i-rn-11      AberdeeTi,  con- 

and  not  vpon  tlie  sack  as  wes  formerly  in  vse,  becaus  the  said  votis  [werej  caned  by  servatorisdues. 

plurality  of  dry  burghs  whoe  hes  noe  export  of  staple  goods,  and  consequently 

payes  noe  pairt  nor  portion  of  the  conservators  cellary,  bot  the  samen  is  alto- 

gither  a  burden  vpon  such  burgh  as  exports. 

31.  The  same  day  it  being  represented  to  the  convention  by  the  lord  Anentthe 

pT-iTi  11  11  -11  Freiish  papers. 

provost  01  Jiidm burgh  that  the  good  toune  had  vsed  great  pains  and  been 
at  considerable  expenss  in  procuring  the  extracts  of  the  Scots  priviledges 
in  Fraace  in  relation  to  the  royall  borrovves  trade  to  and  from  that  king- 
dome,  and  had  not  only  obtained  extracts  therof  bot  lykwayes  by  ane 
order  from  the  secreit  councill  had  procured  vp  the  principall  charters 
and  priviledges  granted  by  the  kings  of  France  to  this  nation  to  be  keeped 
for  the  vse  of  the  royall  borrovs^es,  and  accordingly  produced  befor  the 
convention  the  said  principalis,  and  craved  that  since  they  "wer  concerned 
in  the  trade  of  this  kingdome,  and  that  it  wes  most  wnreasonable  that 
the  good  toune  should  be  put  to  the  ■wholl  charge  of  extracting  the  same 
and  obtaining  vp  the  principalis,  that  therfor  the  convention  might  ordor 
ther  agent  to  repay  the  toun  what  charges  they  had  depursed  vpon  that 
accompt  with  a  deduction  of  the  good  touns  proportion,  the  convention 
appoynts  the  same  to  be  ane  heid  of  the  nixt  missive  to  be  considered  by 
the  generall  convention  in  July  1C91. 

32.  Dissolved  this  meeting,  and  appointed  the  next  general  convention  to  be  Dissolving  con- 
held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1691.  ''^"*'°"- 


12  July  1690. 

FoLLOWES  the  Alteration  of  the  Taxt  Roll,  appoynted  by  the  Convention  Tax  roll,  i2th 
to  stand  as  a  rule  in  tyme  coming  during  ther  pleasure.  "^     '  ' 


£       s. 

D. 

£      s. 

D. 

Edinburgh    . 

33      6 

8 

St  Andrews 

0    18 

8 

Perth 

3   17 

0 

Glasgow 

15      0 

0 

Dundie 

5      6 

8 

Air 

1    14 

8 

A  berdeen 

6   10 

0 

Haddingtoun 

1    12 

0 

Stirling 

1    16 

0 

Dysart 

0   10 

0 

Linlithgow  . 

1    10 

0 

Kii-kcaldie   . 

2   11 

4 
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Tax  roll,              MoiltrOSS 

2     8     0 

Bamflf 

12  July  1690.     f.„„j,^^ 

1     0     0 

Whythorn   . 

Anstruther  Eister 

0     4     0 

Forfar 

Dumfreis 

1   18     4 

Rothesay 

Inverness     . 

1   16     0 

Nairn 

Bruntisland 

0   16     0 

Forres 

Innerkeithing 

0     8     0 

Rutherglen  . 

Kinghorn     . 

0     9     0 

Nortbberwick 

Brichen 

0  11     0 

Cullen 

Irving 

0  18     0 

Lawder 

Jedburgli 

0   18     0 

Kilrennie     . 

Kirkcudbright 

0  16     0 

Annan 

Wigtoun 

0     8     0 

Lochmaben 

Pittinweem  . 

0     7     0 

Sancquhar    . 

Dumfermling 

0   17     0 

Galloway 

Anstruther  Wester 

0     1     0 

Dingwall 

Selkirk 

0  13     4 

Dornoch 

Dumbartoun 

0  10     0 

Quensferrie 

Rhenfrew     . 

0     8     0 

Forterose 

Dunbar 

0  12     0 

Cromarty 

Lanark 

0   12     0 

Kintoir 

Aberbrothock 

0  10     0 

Innararie 

Elgin 

1     7     0 

Inverurie     . 

Peibles 

0  12     0 

Week 

Carraill 

0     8     0 

Kirkwall 

Tayn 

0     7     0 

Innerbervia 

Cuh-oss 

0     5     0 

Stranraer     . 

Summa  totalis 

is  100  li.  Scots. 

£ 

s. 

D. 

0 

8 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

4 

0 

13 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

edinbuegh.    Meeting  of  Committee  appointed  hy   the  23df  act  of  last 
lego.""^^"  ^^  General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Sederunt.  Edinburgh,  James  Maklurg,  dean  of  gild  ;   Perth,  George  Oliphant ;   Aber- 

deen, Alexander  Wacker,  bailly ;  Air,  John  Moor  ;  Irving,  Mr  Alexander 
Cuninghame ;  Dumbartoun,  Mr  James  Smollet ;  Quensferria,  Sir  William 
Hamiltoun  ;  Dundie,  Glasgow,  Kirkcaldie,  Inverness  and  Cullan  {absent). 


Preses. 


19  November  1690. 
1.   Sir  John  Hall,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 
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2.  The  comittie   appoynts  ane  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh. 
regality  and  barrony  of  this  kingdome  in  relation  to  ane  accomodation  of  i690.°^^™ 
the  matter  of  trade  betuixt  the  royall  borrowes  and  the  saids  burghs  of  Burghs  of  re- 
regality  and  barronies,  as  alsoe  ane  other  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  Duke  of  g^J.'^^^  and 
Hamilton  and  other  supperiors  of  the  burghs  of  barronies  and  regalities, 

and  lykwayes  ane  third  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  royall  borrowes  requyring 
them  to  dispatch  with  exact  care  and  dilligence  the  letters  direct  to  the 
burghs  of  barronie  and  regality  within  their  presincts,  and  to  direct  such 
letters  as  wants  directions,  and  to  give  ane  full  accompt  of  the  trade  of 
these  burghs  of  barrony  and  regality,  that  the  comitty  may  know  in  what 
termes  to  treat  with  them,  and  recomends  to  Mr  James  SmoUet,  provost  of 
Dumbartoun,  to  draw  the  drawght  of  the  saids  letters  against  the  nixt 
meetting. 

21   November  1690. 

3.  Mr  James   SmoUet,    provost   of  Dumbartoun,    presented   to   the  ,^"''^'"^°f , 

,  1  -  ,  ,  ,  barouy  and 

comitty  ane  drawght  of  ane  letter  to  be  sent  by  the  comitty  to  the  regality. 
burghs  of  barrony  and  regality,  wherof  the  tenor  followes  : — Sir.  The 
royall  borrowes,  at  ther  last  generall  convention  in  July,  did  nominat  a 
comittie  for  putting  to  execution  the  lait  act  of  parliament  restoring  ther 
priviledges,  and  accordingly  the .  comittie  hes  mett  in  this  place,  and 
albeit  many  pregnant  and  convincing  arguments  wer  offered  for  a  speedy 
execution  against  the  burghs  of  baiTony  and  regality,  yet  such  is  our 
tendernes  towards  yow  as  being  our  nighboures  and  countreymen  that  I 
am  allowed,  befor  any  legall  dilligence  be  vsed,  to  give  yow  advertise- 
ment that  in  caice  your  burgh  of  barrony  will,  by  your  representative, 
attend  the  comittie  heir  the  \hlanlc\  of  [blanJc]  nixt  to  come,  and  make 
such  satisfieing  proposalls  as  may  inclyn  the  comittie  to  ane  acceptance, 
yow  shall  be  fully  heard  as  to  your  communication  of  trade  with  the 
royall  borrowes.  Meant3rme  ye  will  be  pleased  to  keep  the  dyet  pre- 
ceisly  and  doe  both  yourselves  and  us  the  justice  to  believe  that  this 
method  proceids  only  from  our  aversion  to  take  legall  courses  against 
yow  if  they  can  be  prevented  by  friendly  accomodation.  This  is  signified 
to  yow  in  name  and  at  the  desyre  of  the  comitty  by.  Sir,  your  humble  ser- 
vant, (sic  subscribihcr ;)  John  Hall,  P. 

4.  Followes  the  second   letter,   direct  to   the  Duke  of  Hamiltoun.  of^Hamntoull!'' 
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Edinburgh.     May  it  pleas  your  Gi-ace.      The  royall  borrowes  did  at  ther  last  generall 
1690.°^^"  ^^    meeting    appoynt    a    comitty  for    putting    in    execution    tbe    lait    act    of 
Letter  to  Duke  parliament  restoring  ther  priviledges,  and  accordingly  they  have   mett  in 
of  Hamiitoun.  ^^^^^  thereto,  hot  the  comitty  considering  that  your  grace  hes  considerable 
interest  in  the  matter  they  have  thought  it  ther  dewty  first  to  acquent 
your  grace  that  if  these  burghs  wherin  your  grace  is  concerned  will  make 
any  reasonable  proposalls  that  may  prevent  legall   execution  the  comittie 
will   readily  imbrace  them,  and  have  written  them  to  this  purpose  ;   and 
as  your  grace  may  be  very  confident  that  nothing  les  then   indispensible 
necessity  will  obleidge  the  royall   borrowes  to  be  in  opposition  to  any  of 
j'our    concerns,  soe   they  are  very  confident  your  grace  will   dispose   these 
of  your  interest  to  doe  what  is  reasonable  for  ther  oune  advantadge  and 
our  exoneration.      This,  at   the  desyre  and   in   name   of  the    comitty,  is 
signified  to  your  grace   by,  may  it   pleas  your   grace,  your   graces   most 
humble  and  obedient  servant,  {sic  suhscrlbifur:)  John  Hall,  P. 
Letter  to  O-   Followes  the  third  letter,  to  be  sent  to  the  royall  borrowes.     Right 

royall  bor-  honorable.  Yow  may  remember  that  the  royall  borrowes  at  ther  last 
general]  convention  in  July  did  nominat  a  comittie  of  ther  number  to 
consider  what  might  be  the  best  way  for  effectuall  execution  of  the  lait 
act  of  parliament  maid  in  our  favours,  and  the  comittie  having  mett  heer 
wee  have  thought  it  convenient  for  taking  of  all  clamour  that  efterwards 
may  be  raised,  and  to  leave  the  burghs  of  barrony,  regality  and  others, 
altogither  inexcusable,  to  wryt  letters  to  each  of  them  to  sie  if,  without 
any  legall  hearing,  wee  can  bring  the  matter  to  ane  accomodation,  and 
for  that  end  wee  have  transmitted  the  inclosed  to  yow  which  ye  are  to 
caus  carefully  delyver  ;  and  least  any  of  these  burghs  or  others  should 
be  omitted  whose  designations  wee  know  not,  ther  are  some  letters  left  to 
your  direction  on  the  back,  and  therfor  the  comitie  does  expect  and 
requyre  yow  that  ther  letters  be  carefuUie  sent  and  lykwayes  that  yow 
transmit  to  us  ther  answers  with  the  best  information  yow  can  have  of 
the  trade  and  handling  of  every  particular  burgh  of  barrony  within,  your 
bounds,  that  incaice  the  busines  betuixt  them  and  us  can  be  taken  vp  in 
a  freindly  way  wee  may  know  what  demands  to  make  towards  them;  and 
in  caice  ther  be  not  soe  many  letters  inclosed  as  will  disperse  throw  the 
haill  burghs  of  barrony  and  regality  within  your  bounds  ye  are  by  this 
impowred  to  wryt  letters  from  your  selves  to  the  same  purpose  mentioned 


rouea. 
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in  our  letter.      Your  dilligence  and  care  in  these  particulars  is  desyred  Bdinbukgh. 
as  ye  wish  weell  to  your  selfes  and  the  rest  of  the   royall   borrowes   and  i690. 


wheranent  ane  accompt  will  be  taken  at   our  nixt   meetting.      This    is  Letter  to 
signified  to  yow  in  name  and   at   appoyntment   of  the  comitty  by,  right  ™ur3.   °'^' 
honorable,  your  very  loving  friend  and  servant,  (sic  eubscribitur :)  John 
Hall,  P. 

Which  letters  being  publictly  red  and  considered  be  the  said  comitty 
they  approved  therof,  and  appoynts  Sir  John  Hall  ther  proses  to  signe  the 
saids  letters  in  behalf  of  the  comitty  and  to  dispatch  them  accordingly, 

24  November  1690. 

6.  The  committee  appointed  tlie  diets  of  the  letters  to  the  burghs  of  barony  Dyets  of  let- 
and  regality  to  be  filled  up  as  follows  : — To  those  on  the  south  side  of  Forth,  the 

second  Tuesday  of  March  next  ;  to  those  on  this  side  of  Spay,  the  third  Tuesday 
of  March  ;   and  to^those  beyond  the  Spay,  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  March. 

7.  The  committee  remitted  to  five  burglis  to  draw  up  particular  instructions  Instructions 
to  the  commissioners  who  were  to  be  appointed  to  visit  the  several  burghs.  biirgha."^* 

26  November  1690. 

8.  The  following  instructions  appoynted  for  the  visitors  of  the  royall  Instructions 
borrous  being  publictly  red   in  presence  of  the  comitty  they  doe  approve  approven. 
therof : — 

(1.)  Imprimis,  that  the  visitors  take  ane  exact  accompt  to  be  given 
in  be  the  magistrats  and  toun  clerk  of  euery  particular  burgh  of  ther  comon 
good  and  debts  vpon  oath,  and  the  magistrats  and  toune  clerk  to  subscryve 
the  same. 

(2.)  Item,  that  the  magistrats  and  toun  clerk  produce  ane  exact 
accompt  vpon  the  terraes  forsaid  of  all  the  mortifications  belonging  to  the 
toun  councill  or  gildrie  or  trades  therof 

(3.)  Item,  that  they  produce  to  the  saids  visitors  the  thesaurers 
accompts  and  equies  fyve  or  more  years  backward  vpon  the  termes  for- 
said. 

(4.)  Item,  in  all  burghs  that  they  take  exact  tryall  into  ther  trade, 
both  forraigne  and  inland,  and  particularly  of  the  wynes  and  of  the  vent 
and  consumption  of  malt  for  fyve  years  backward. 


126  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs, 

EDiNBcnoH.  (5.)  Item,  that  they  take  exact  aocompt  of  what  ships,  barks,  boats,  and 

26  November  ^^^^.^  ^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  belonging  to  them,  the  names  of  the  saids  ships, 
instructions  t^ier  burden  and  vallow  of  each  of  them,  and  how  imployed  and  by  whom, 
for  the  visitors         rQ\  j^g^  ^t^^^  t^gy  ^Asoe  take  ane  accompt  of  what  ships  they  are  owners 

approven.  ^     '  '  •'  ,  ,  ,         ,         ■       n  •      j_i  j 

of  or  pairtners  in,  out  of  ther  owne  burghs  alse  weell  as  m  the  same,  and 
this  to  be  given  accompt  of  conforme  to  ther  oath  of  knouledge,  and  how 
far  they  are  concerned  with  the  burghs  of  barrony  and  regality  in  the 
matter  of  trad. 

(7.)  Item,  that  they  take  particular  notice  how  ther  cess  are  payed, 
whither  out  of  ther  comon  good  or  by  taxations  vpon  the  burgh. 

(8.)  Item,  to  take  ane  exact  accompt  of  ther  ministers  stipends, 
schooUmasters,  precentors,  and  all  vther  publict  servants,  what  it  is  and 
how  payed,  whither  out  of  any  mortification  or  out  of  the  touns  common 
good  or  by  taxation  vpon  the  people  or  teinds  of  the  paroch. 

(9.)  Item,  to  take  exact  notice  how  ther  publict  works  are  maintained 
and  out  of  what  fond,  such  as  churches,  hospitalls,  bridges,  harbouris,  wells, 
and  the  lyke. 

(lU.)  Item,  they  are  to  take  exact  inspection  of  the  caice  of  the 
houses  of  the  toune  and  how  they  are  inhabited  and  what  rents  they 
may  be  of  and  of  what  rait  houses  inhabited  by  strangers  are. 

(IT.)  Item,  to  take  ane  exact  accompt  how  many  faires  and  publict 
mercats  each  burgh  hes  yearly  and  of  how  long  indurance,  and  what  the 
intrinsick  vallow  or  importance  the  same  may  be  of. 

(12.)  Item,  that  the  visitors  for  ther  better  accomodation  and  pre- 
venting of  unnecessary  trouble  shall  haue  it  in  ther  option  to  call  for  such 
of  the  smaller  borrows  as  they  shall  think  fitt  and  requyre  them  to  repair 
to  the  visitors  and  bring  with  them  ther  theasurers  compt  books  and  any 
other  evidences  or  information  anent  ther  trade  handling  and  condition, 
and  which  smaller  borrowes  are  to  attend  the  visitors  at  what  place  they 
shall  appoynt  for  that  effect. 

(13.)  Item,  that  the  visitors  to  be  appoynted  as  they  are  to  have 
commission  from  the  comitty  to  the  effect  abovementioned  soe  to  have 
ane  extract  of  the  act  of  the  last  generall  convention  impouring  them  for 
the  end  aforsaid  and  this  commission  to  be  signed  by  the  preses  of  the 
meetting  and  the  clerk  of  the  royall  borrowes. 

(]  4.)  Lastly,  that  the  visitors  take  ane  exact  accompt  and  tryall  of 
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every  thing  els  that  occurs  to  them  relating  to  the  condition  of  the  respec-  JP™^^"^*^?- 

,,,,,,,..  °  '^        26  November 

tive  burghs  whom  they  shall  visit.  1690. 


Thir  Instructions  are  delyvered  by  the  comitty  abovenamed  to  John  instructions 
Moor,  provost  of  Air,  and  maister  James  Smollet,  provost  of  Dumbar-  approve™'  ° 
toun,  and  George  Oliphant,  provost  of  Perth,  and  Alexander  Walker, 
bailly  of  Aberdeen,  apoynted  visitors  for  the  burghs  benorth  Forth  and 
the  burghs  besouth  Forth  ;  and  the  comitty  does  heirby  requyre  from  the 
respective  royall  borrowes  abovementioned  a  chearfull  and  readie  con- 
currance  with  the  said  visitors  and  ane  exact  obedience  to  the  instruc- 
tions and  rules  abovementioned  ;  and  if  any  of  the  said  severall  borroues 
shall  fail  (as  is  not  expected)  to  give  the  forsaid  concurrance  and  obedi- 
ence as  they  will  be  esteemed  unfaithfuU  to  the  estate  of  the  royall 
borrowes  soe  they  will  be  considered  as  places  of  singular  repair  and 
traffique  and  according  represented  to  the  nixt  generall  convention  at  the 
making  vp  of  the  taxt  roll.  This  with  the  forsaid  instructions  is  transmitted 
to  yow  in  name  and  at  the  desyre  of  the  forsaid  comitty  by,  (sic  suhscrib- 
itur  :)  John  Hall,  P. 

2  December  1690. 

9.  The  comitty  appoynts  that  the  burghs  besouth  Forth  shall  repair  Act  nominat- 
and  visite  the  burghs  benorth  Forth,  and  the  burghs  benorth  Forth  shall  c^far'^vi^itors. 
repair  and  visit  the  burghs  besouth  Forth,  and  for  that  effect  the  comitty 
nominats  and  appoynts  the  commissionars  that  are  to  visit  the  burghs 
benorth  Forth  to  be  John  Moor,  provost  of  Air,  and  Mr  James  Smollet, 

provost  of  Dumbartoun ;  and  the  commissionars  to  visit  the  burghs  besouth 
Forth  to  be  George  Oliphant,  provost  of  Perth,  and  Alexander  Wacker,  bailly 
of  Aberdeen  ;  and  all  the  saids  four  persons  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh. 

10.  The    committee  appointed  the  agent  to  advance  to  the  commissioners  charges  of 
appointed  to  visit  the  particular  burghs  the  sum  of  £2400  Scotts,  "to  be  equally  visitors, 
divydit,  the  one  half  to  the  commissioners  benorth   Forth  and  the  other  half  to 

the  commissioners  besouth  Forth,  and  recommends  to  the  saids  commissionars  the 
frugall  manadgement  of  the  said  soume." 

4  December  1690. 

1 1 .  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  clerk's  servants  £5  sterling  for  writ-  clerk's  ser- 
ing  the  letters  to  the  burghs  of  barony  and  regality,  being  upwards  of  two  hun-  vants. 
dred,  and  the  letters  to  the  royal  burghs. 
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Ebinbubgh. 
7  July  1691. 

Sederunt. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinbukgii. 

Edinburgh,  James  Maklurg,  dean  of  gild,  and  George  Stirling,  chirurgion  ; 
Perth,  James  Orie  ;  Dundie,  James  Fletcher  ;  Aberdeen,  Alexander  Walker  ; 
Stirling,  John  Dick  ;  Linlithgow,  Walter  Stewart  ;  Glasgow,  John  Anderson  ; 
Air,  John  Moor  ;  Haddingtoun,  Maister  John  Sleich  ;  Dysart,  Alexander  Swyn  ; 
Kirkcaldie,  James  Thomson  ;  Montross,  Robert  Arthbuthnot  ;  Couper,  Joseph 
Knox  ;  Anstruther  Eister,  Alexander  Stevinson  ;  Dumfreis,  John  Irving  ; 
Inverness,  Alexander  Duff ;  Bruntisland,  Alexander  Ged  ;  lunerkeithiug, 
Alexander  Spittall  of  Lewquhat ;  Kinghorn,  Patrick  Wallace  ;  Brichen,  James 
Coway  ;  Irving,  Maister  Alexander  Cuningham  ;  Jedburgh,  Thomas  Porteous  ; 
Kirkcudbright,  John  Ewart  ;  Wigtoun,  William  Coltran  ;  Pittenweera,  George 
Smith  ;  Dumfermling,  John  Chalmer ;  Anstruther  Wester,  maister  Robert 
Cleilland  ;  Selkirk,  James  Mitchell  ;  Dumbarfcoiin,  Mr  James  SmoUet  ;  Rhen- 
frew,  Robert  Hall  ;  Dimbar,  Robert  Kellie  ;  Lanerk,  James  Weir  ;  Aberbro- 
thock,  William  Auchterlony  ;  Peibles,  Archbald  Sheill  ;  Carraill,  George  Mon- 
creif ;  Tayn,  William  Ross  ;  Culross,  Maister  William  Erskin  ;  Bamff,  George 
Leith  ;  Whythorn,  Adame  Dunlop  ;  Forfar,  John  Cai-negie  ;  Rutherglen,  John 
Whithei'spoon  ;  Northberwick,  James  Stewart  ;  Lawder,  David  Maitland  ;  Kil- 
rennie,  Thomas  Peacock  ;  Sancquhar,  Maister  John  Boswell ;  Quensferry,  Sir 
William  Hamilton  ;   Stanraer,  John  Vance  ;   [Eighteen  burghs  absent.^ 


Preses. 

Comittjr,  com- 
missiuns. 

Commissions 
approveu. 


7  July  1691. 

1.  Archbald  Mure,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Committee  appointed  to  peruse  the  commissions. 

3.  The  convention  having  heard  the  report  of  the  coniitty  appoynted 
for  revising  of  the  comissions  they  approve  of  the  same,  except  the  comis- 
sion  from  Couper  and  Whythorn  which  wants  the  sealls  of  these  burghs 
having  only  the  subscription  of  the  clerk,  and  finding  that  its  a  mear 
omission  and  neglect  they  ordane  these  burghs  to  rectifie  the  same  in 
tyme  coming,  and  allowes  the  saids  tv?o  commissioners  to  sitt  in  this  con- 
vention ;  and  as  to  the  commission  from  the  bui-gh  of  Tayn,  which  wants 
the  qualifications  requyred  by  the  platforme,  yet  inregaird  that  he  is  a 
residenter  in  the  said  burgh  that  they  allow  him  to  sitt  in  this  conven- 
tion ;  and  as  to  the  commission  from  tlie  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie,  which  is 
only  from  the  comunity  and  not  from  the  magistrats  and  councill  of  the 
burgh,  wherof  they  are  destitut  at  present,  they  lykwayes  dispens  with 
the  said  commissioners  sitting  in  the  convention  ;   and  inregaird  ther  are 
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severall  commissioners  to  this  present  convention  whoe  are  not  merchants  bdinbdroh. 
residentor  within  the  burghs  they  represent,  yet  the  convention,  for  severall  ^^  ^'^'^^' 
and  important  reasons  tending  to  the  good  of  the  estait  of  the  royall  borroues,  apt>roven°°^ 
they  dispens  with  ther  sitting  and  votting  at  ther  present  convention. 

4.  The  wholl  commissioners  of  the  convention  did  take  the  oath  of  oathofalleidg- 
alleidgance  and  siibscryved  the  assurance.  ™°®' 

5.  The  convention  inacts  and  ordanes  that  in  all  tyme  coming  that  ReprB5enta- 
for   the    mor   orderly  dispatch    of  affaires  at  all   conventiones    in    tyme  ^°^^  *°  *"*  ^° 
coming,  and   for  shuning  of  confusion,  that   every  commissioner  who   hes 

any  affair  to  represent  to  the  borroues  concerning  ther  burgh  or  other- 
wayes,  that  they  represent  the  same  to  the  convention  by  writt  and  not 
verbally. 

8  July  1691. 

6.  Ordained  the  agent  to  assist  George  Makculloch,  merchant  in  Stirling,  Seizur  of  skins. 
"  anent  a  seizur  of  severall  packs  of  goats  skins  being  going  from  one  port  of  the 

kingdom  to  another  which  he  conceaved  wes  a  great  injurie  not  only  to  him  hot 
lykwayes  to  the  freemen  merchantis  of  this  kingdome." 

7.  Referring  to  the  seventh  act  of  last  general  convention  the  commissioners  Q\ioriim  of  par- 
ordained  that  the  quorum  of  a  particular  convention  "which  usually  consists  of  ^J™'"  conven- 
twenty-five  burghs  "  should  be  thirteen  burghs. 

9  July  1691. 

8.  The  convention  taking  to  ther  serious  consideration  that  ther  are  Visitation  of 
many  complaints  given  in  to  the  respective  generall  conventions  of  bor-  ™^  ^' 
rowes  thir  severall  years  by  past  by  many  particular  burghs,  yea  vniversally 
by  the  wholl  royall  borrowes,  complaining  of  ther  poverty,  want,  and  decay 
of  trade  and  that  they  are  not  rightly  adjusted  in  the  taxt  roll  as  to  the 
quota  and  proportion  of  burden,  and  considering  that  ther  hes  been  sever- 
all  remedies  proposed  yet  non  hes  been  received  with  that  vniversall  satis- 
faction as  a  generall  search  and  inquirie  to  be  made  into  the  condition  and 
state  of  every  burgh  as  to  ther  trade  and  comon  good  by  a  visitation  to  be 
made  over  the  wholl  royall  borrowes,  which  although  not  practised  for- 
merly yet  its  thought  to  be  the  most  just  and  equall  way  how  to  adjust 
the  taxt  roll  if  impartiallie  gon  about,  therfore  the  convention  ordaines 
every  particular  royall  burgh  within  the  kingdome  to  be  visited  as  to  ther 
trade  and  common  good  conforme  to  the  instructions  heirwnto  subjoyned, 

2  R 
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Edtuburgh. 
9  July  1691. 

Visitation  of 
burghs. 


and  for  that  effect  appoynts  and  nominats  four  visitors,  viz.,  James  Fletcher, 
commissionar  for  the  burgh  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  commis- 
sioner for  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  John  Moor,  commissioner  for  the  burgh 
of  Air,  and  Maister  James  Smollet,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Dumbar- 
toun  ;  and  that  the  commissioners  for  the  burghs  of  Dundie  and  Aberdeen 
shall  visit  the  south  royall  burghs  of  this  kingdome,  and  the  saids  com- 
missioners for  the  burghs  of  Air  and  Dumbartoun  to  visite  the  north 
royall  burghs  of  the  said  kingdome,  and  that  according  to  the  divisions  to 
be  made  in  ther  respective  circouts  as  the  saids  commissioners  can  best 
agree  amongst  themselves;  and  ordanes  the  saids  commissioners  to  begin  ther 
journeys  in  ther  respective  circouts  and  divisions  betuixt  and  the  (blank)  day 
of  {blank) ;  excepting  alwayes  furth  of  this  visitation  the  burgh  of  Kirkwall 
in  Orknay,  Week  in  Caithnes,  and  Innerarie  in  Arguyllshyre  and  Rothe- 
say in  Boot,  becaus  of  the  difficulty  of  acces  to  these  places.  And  the  con- 
vention considering  that  the  charges  and  expenss  of  the  said  visitations 
ought  in  justice  and  equitie  be  made  vpon  the  comon  charges  of  the  bor- 
rowes  and  that  the  samen  ought  to  be  such  as  is  suitable  for  the  borrowes 
to  grant  and  the  commissioners  to  receave,  therfor  they  ordane  the  agent 
to  pay  to  the  saids  four  commissioners  the  soume  of  tvs^o  hundred  pound 
sterling,  declaring  that  if  ther  saids  commissioners  shall  happen  to  be 
superexpended  in  mor  then  the  said  two  hundred  pound  sterling  that  the 
burghs  will  reimburse  them  of  the  samen  vpon  ther  ovne  simple  declara- 
tion and  word  of  honor. 

The  following  instructions  appoynted  for  the  visitors  of  the  royall 
borrowes  being  publictly  red  in  presence  of  the  convention  they  doe  ap- 
prove threof. 

(1)  [Same  as  art  1  of  Instructions,  antea  p.  ]  25]. 

(2)  Item,  that  the  magistrats  and  toune  clerk  produce  ane  exact 
accompt  vpon  the  termes  forsaid  of  all  the  mortifications  belonging  to  the 
toune  councill,  or  gildrie,  or  trads  therof,  and  that  the  saids  visitors  are  to 
consider  the  mortifications  in  swa  far  only  as  they  are  imployed  to  ease 
the  burghs  of  publict  burdens  and  taxes  layed  vpon  the  same. 

(3)  Item,  the  visitors  appoynted  for  the  south  royall  burghs  of  this 
kingdome  that  in  their  circout  they  call  for  the  measurs  keept  by  Jedburgh 
to  sie  if  they  be  conforme  to  the  standart. 

(4)  Item,  the   visitors  of  the  royall    borrowes   to   take   inquiry  that 
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when   they   come   to    the  burghs   of  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  Haddingtoun,  Edinburgh. 
Banff  and   (blank)  burghs  whither  the  burgesses  of  these  burghs  lyes .    "  ^ 


under  an  absolute  necessity  of  loadning  and  vnioadning  at  vnfrie  burghs  burghs, 
to  the  effect  that  if  it  appear  that  if  they  lye  vnder  ane  impossibility  to 
load  and  vnload  at  vnfree  ports  that  then  they  may  have  a  particular 
dispensation  to  load  and  vnload  at  unfree  ports. 

(5  to  13)   [Same  as  arts.  3  to  11  of  Instructions,  a7iiea  pp.  125-6]. 

(14)  Item,  that  the  visitors  of  the  royall  borroues  in  ther  circut  of 
visitatione  take  information  from  the  magistrats  of  the  royall  burghs  of  the 
state  and  condition  of  the  regalities,  barronies,  and  other  vnfree  burghs 
within  ther  respective  precincts,  as  to  the  trade,  comon  good,  and  condition 
of  the  houses  and  inhabitants  of  these  vnfrie  burghs,  and  that  the  said  in- 
formation be  given  in  be  the  saids  magistrats  to  the  visitors  during  the 
tyme  they  stay  within  ther  burghs. 

(15)  [Same  as  art.  14  of  Instructions,  an^ea  p.  127]. 

Thir  instructions  are  delyvered  by  the  convention  to  James  Fletcher, 
provost  for  Dundie,  Alexander  Walker,  commissioner  for  Aberdeen,  John 
Moor,  comissionar  for  Air,  and  Maister  James  Smollet,  comissioner  for 
Dumbartoun,  appoynted  visitors  for  the  burghs  benorth  Forth  and  the 
burghs  besouth  Forth  ;  and  the  convention  does  heirby  requyre  from  the 
respective  royall  borrowes  abovementioned  a  chearfull  and  reddie  concur- 
rence with  the  saids  visitors  and  ane  exact  obedience  to  the  instructions 
and  rules  abovementioned,  and  if  any  of  the  said  severall  borrowes  shall 
faill  (as  is  not  expected)  to  give  the  forsaid  concurrance  and  obedience  as 
they  will  be  esteemed  vnfaithfull  to  the  estait  of  the  royall  borrowes  soe 
they  will  be  considered  as  places  of  singular  repair  and  traffique  and 
according  represented  to  the  next  generall  convention  at  the  making  vp  of 
the  taxt  roll.  This  with  the  forsaid  instructions  is  transmitted  to  yow,  in 
name  and  at  the  desyre  of  the  forsaid  convention,  by  their  prases. 

10  July  1691. 
9.   The  convention,  vpon  a  representation  made  be  the  burgh  of  Jed-  Jedburgh, 
burgh,  they  recomend  to  the  preses  to  wryt  a  letter  to  the  shirreff  of 
Roxburgh  desyring  in  name  of  the  borrowes  that  the  visitors  of  the  said 
burgh  of  Jedburgh  may  have  inspection  to  the  Aveights  and  measurs  vsed 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  toun   of  Hawick,  and  lykwayes  the   convention 
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Edinburgh. 
10  July  1691. 
Jedburgh 
Hawick. 


Dumbarton 
comon  milne. 


Burghs,  mis- 
sive dewes. 


Maintaining 
souldiers. 


Allowance  to 
conmiissioners, 


declars  that  if  heirefter  it  shall  be  found  that  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh 
is  prejudged  and  wronged  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  toun  of 
Hawick  in  the  matter  of  the  measurs  and  weights  that  they  will  espous 
the  interest  of  the  said  burgh  vpon  the  comon  charges  of  the  borrows. 

10.  Granted  warrant  to  the  burgh  of  Dumbarton  to  set  their  common  mill  on 
tack  for  nineteen  years,  "  provyding  al  wayes  that  the  samen  be  done  be  way  of  pub- 
liot  roup  and  liaving  the  consent  of  the  deacons  of  crafts  and  most  substantial!  bur- 
gesses of  the  said  burgh  and  not  vnder  the  former  tack  dewty." 

1 1 .  Instructed  the  agent  to  take  immediate  proceidings  against  the  burghs  in 
arrear  for  recovery  of  their  missive  dues,  "  to  the  effect  these  burghs  whoe  makes 
payment  of  ther  missive  dewes  may  noe  longer  run  the  hazard  and  be  lyable  for 
the  deficiencie  of  the  burghs  that  becomes  insolvent.'' 

12.  The  convention  considering  the  great  prejudice  many  of  the 
royall  burghs  of  this  kingdome  hes  sustained  by  mantaining  souldiers  vpon 
ther  oune  expenses,  being  induced  therto  as  beleiving  they  wer  to  haue 
retention  in  ther  owne  hand  of  what  they  wer  dew  to  the  publict  in  soe 
far  as  they  had  advanced  to  the  souldiers,  and  that  ther  is  acts  of  parlia- 
ment ordaining  the  three  moneths  cess  and  the  hearth  money  to  be  applyed 
for  that  vse  which  hes  yet  proven  ineffectuall  to  the  royall  borrowes,  ther- 
for  the  convention  does  appoynt  the  commissioners  for  Edinburgh,  Air,  and 
Dunibartoun  to  consult  Sir  William  Hamiltoun  to  draw  a  bill  in  name  of 
the  royall  borrowes  to  the  lords  of  privie  councill  or  lords  of  the  thesaurie 
for  payment  of  what  is  dew  to  the  royall  borrowes  vpon  the  accompt  for- 
said  out  of  the  saids  fonds,  and  appoynt  the  agent  to  advance  money  for 
drawing  of  the  said  consultation. 

]  3.  The  convention  considering  that  the  visitation  of  the  royall  burghs 
wes  vnder  the  view  and  prospect  of  the  last  generall  convention,  and  for 
that  effect  they  had  impoured  a  comitty  to  name  visitors,  and  that  the  said 
comitty  had  actually  appoynted  visitors,  viz.,  the  commissioners  for  Perth, 
Aberdein,  Air,  and  Dumbartoun ;  and  when  they  wer  in  readines  and 
made  preparation  for  their  journey  and  had  waited  a  considerable  tyme  in 
Edinburgh  they  wer  disappoynted  by  the  indisposition  of  the  commis- 
sioner for  Perth,  wherthrow  the  saids  commissioners  of  Aberdeen,  Air,  and 
Dumbartoun  wer  at  a  great  lose  by  ther  said  attendance  and  preparation, 
the  convention  in  consideration  therof  allowes  to  them  twenty  pound  ster- 
ling which  they  ordane  the  agent  presently  to  pay  to  the  saids  three 
commissioners. 
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14.  The  convention  vpon  a  representation  made  be  the  commissioner  Edinburgh. 

for  the  burgh  of  Glasgow,  narrating  that  it  is  the  great  concern  of  the  royall  ^_^Z :_ 

borrous  to  have  ane  interest  in  forraigne  plantations,  and  that  ther  may  be  tations^'^^  ^^ 
yet  convenient  plantations  in  Caralina  or  in  ane  He  called  (blank)  lying 

near  to  the  He  of  Neves,  and  in  ane  wholsome  ile  called  (blank)  within 
ane  hundred  myles  near  it  wher  salt  is  made  naturally  by  the  sun,  therfor 
appoynts  the  said  overtur  to  be  ane  head  of  the  nixt  missive,  to  the  end  the 
royall  burghs  may  instruct  ther  respective  commissioners  to  the  nixt  gene- 
rail  convention  how  far  they  think  fitt  to  be  concerned  in  the  said  project. 

15.  The  convention  ordanes  ilk  commissioner  of  this  present  conven-  Instructions  to 
tione  to  take  the  double  of  the  instructions  given  to  the  visitors,  to  the 

end  when  the  visitors  comes  alongest  in  ther  circuat  every  burgh  may  be 
in  readines  to  informe  the  saids  visitors  how  all  things  in  relation  to  the 
saids  instructions. 

16.  The  convention  thinks  it  requisit,  for  the  more  effectuall  inbring-  Quartering  on 
ing  of  the  missives  dewes,  that  the  agent  in  name  of  the  borrowes  petitione  cient  in  missive 
the  nixt  parliament  that  he  may  have  the  benefit  of  quartering  vpon  the  dewes. 
royall  burghs  deficient  of  ther  proportions  of  the  missive  dewes. 

17.  [Referring  to  the  laws  and  acts  of  parliament  and  burghs  against  Act  anent  frie- 
burgesses  of  free  burghs  packing  and  peeling  with  unfreemen  or  being  with  unfree- 
partners  with  them  in  trade  or  shipping  and  prohibiting  burgesses  to  load  ™™' 

or  unload  boats  at  ports  not  belonging  to  free  burghs,]  all  which  acts  hes 
not  as  yet  been  put  to  dew  and  effectuall  execution,  and  the  convention 
being  resolved  noe  longer  to  suffer  the  priviledges  of  royall  burghs  to  be 
abused  and  incroached  vpon  by  ther  ovne  burgesses,  whoe  by  joyning  stocks 
with  vnfreemen  inhabitants  in  the  burghs  of  regalities  and  barronies  and 
other  vnfree  places,  both  in  poynt  of  trade  and  shipping,  wherby  these 
vnfriemen  receave  all  imaginable  incouradgement  from  freemen  in  royall 
burghs  to  trade,  and  that  the  saids  freemen  does  voluntarly  and  with  ther 
oune  hands  destroy  the  priviledges  of  the  royall  burghs,  therfor  the  con- 
vention does  by  thir  presents  not  only  renew  and  revive  in  generall  all 
former  acts  of  convention  of  borrowes,  of  whatsomever  daits,  tenor,  or  con- 
tents the  samen  be  of,  which  any  way  relaits  to  the  premises  (except  in 
swa  far  as  is  innovat  by  this  present  act)  bot  lykwayes  inacts  and 
ordaynes  in  all  tyme  coming  that  non  of  the  burgesses  of  free  royall  burghs 
shall  be  pairtiners  with  vnfriemen,  inhabitants  in   regalities,  baiTonies,  or 
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Edihburgh,  other  vnfrie  places,  either  in  poynt  of  trade  and  merchandizing  or  in  the 
10  Jniy  I69l._  ^^^^^^  ^f  gy^ippijig^  y^^Q^  ti^g  p^ine  of  fy ve  hundred  merks  to  be  payed  by 
ten  tra'ddins"  ilk  burges  and  friemea  of  royall  burghs  as  oft  as  he  shall  be  found  guilty 
men."''*"^"  by  the  respective  dean  of  gild,  or  by  the  magistrats  wher  ther  is  no  dean  of 
gild,  the  one  half  of  the  said  fyne  to  belong  to  the  said  dean  of  gild  or 
magistrat  for  ther  oune  use  and  the  other  half  to  be  payed  to  the  agent 
for  the  vse  of  the  royall  borrowes.  [The  commissioners  were  appointed 
to  produce  to  the  general  convention,  yearly,  a  list  of  the  burghs 
in  which  the  fines  were  imposed.]  And  siclyk,  the  convention  pro- 
hibits and  discharges  the  burgesses  of  royall  burghs  to  load  or  vnload 
ther  ships  and  veshells  at  any  other  port  then  these  belonging  to  free 
royall  burghs,  except  as  to  these  goods  which  vnfrie  tradders  may  export 
by  law,  and  these  burghs  that  wants  free  ports  to  load  and  vnload  at  the 
nixt  free  port  adjacent  to  them,  vnder  the  penalty  of  (blanlc)  swa  oft  as 
they  transgress  ;  and  further  the  convention,  for  severall  weighty  and 
pungent  considerations  moving  them,  does  in  all  tyme  coming  strickly 
prohibit  and  discharge  the  burgesses  of  free  royall  burghs  to  fraught  and 
hyre  any  ships  or  veshells  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  regalities, 
barronies,  or  other  vnfree  places  within  the  kingdome,  either  for  export 
or  import,  vnder  the  penalty  of  fyve  hundred  merks,  the  one  half  to  the 
discoverer  and  the  other  half  to  the  agent  for  the  vse  of  the  borroues. 
And  lastly,  the  convention  considering  that  it  will  take  some  tyme  for 
freemen  burgesses  to  dissolve  the  copairtneries  that  are  betuixt  them  and 
vnfreemen  and  to  withdraw  ther  stocks  they  have  with  them  in  trade 
and  shipping,  and  to  provyd  shipping  for  themselves  wherin  noe  person 
shall  have  interest  hot  burgesses  residenters  within  royall  burghs,  therfor 
they  allow  ther  said  freemen  burgesses  vntill  the  first  of  March  nixt  to 
doe  the  same,  efter  which  tyme  the  convention  requyres  punctuall  and 
exact  obedience  and  observance  to  this  present  act  vnder  the  certifica- 
tions abvementioned,  and  ordanes  thir  presents  to  be  printed  and  pub- 
lished at  the  mercat  croces  of  the  wholl  royall  burghs,  that  non  pretend 
ignorance. 
Act  in  favor  of  1 8.  Anent  the  humble  representation  given  in  to  the  convention  be 
Magnus  Prince  Dame  Issobell  Gourley,  relict  of  Sir  Magnus  Prince,  and  her  children, 
and  children,  mentioning  that  the  generall  convention  of  borrowes  in  July  j™  vj'^  and 
eighty  eight  did  commissionat  Sir  Magnus  Prince,  then  lord  provost  of 
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Edinburgh,  to  ffoe  to  court  in  relation  to  ther  affaries  and  for  redressing  edinbukqh. 

,1   .1  ■  1-1  ,  1        ,  ,      ,,  1     ^  ^  10  July  1691. 

01  several!  things  whicli  were  at  that  tyme  burdensome  to  them,  and  tor 


.  Ill  -iTi  ^°^  ™  favor  of 

nis  encouradgment   knowing   that  he  waid    be   at   a   considerable   expens  relict  of  Sir 
they  gave  him  full  credit  and  appoynted  the  agent   to  pay  such  bills  as  an'^cMidren."^ 
Sir  Magnus    should    draw  vpon    him,   Sir  Magnus  having  taken  vp  at 
London  three  hundred  pound  sterling  and   received   twa   hundred  pound 
sterling  mor  efter  his  retume  ther  wes  ane  act  of  the  generall  convention 
of  borrowes   made  in  July  j™  vj°  and  eighty  nyn,  wherby  for  the  reasons 
therin   mentioned   they  appoynted   him  only  three   hundred   and   twenty 
three  pound  sterling  in  satisfaction  of  all  he  could  claim  for  any  expens 
he  had  bein  at  or  gratification  he  could  expect  vpon  the  accompt  of  that 
commission,  and  they  ordered  him  to  be  persewed  for  repayment  of  two 
thousand  and  seven  hundred  pounds  Scots  which  he  had  received  beyond 
that  last  appoyntment;  and  as  to  which  it  wes  humbly  represented  to  the 
convention,  prime,  that  Sir  Magnus  Prince  wes  sent  to  court  at  a  tyme 
of  great    solemnity    when    those    whoe    had    any  publict    character    wer 
obleidged    to    be    at    mor  then   ordinary  expenss  ;     secundo,   the  judge 
of  the  admirality  did  at  that  tyme  force  merchants  to  take  passes  which 
wes  a  burden  of  mor   then   three   hundred   pound   sterling  yearly  to  the 
nation  wherof  he  procured  ane  exemption ;  tertio,  it  wes  a  great  grievance 
to  the  royall  borrowes  that  burghs  of  regality  and  barronie  had  more 
ample   priviledges   then  wer  allowed   by  law,  and   he   obtained   that  noe 
signatur  should  pas   erecting   burghs    of  barronie    or   regality  with    the 
priviledges  belonging   to   the   royall  borrowes  ;   quarto,    he   gave   a   very 
good  accompt  of  his  endeavors  to  remove  the  Frensli  imposition  of  fyfty 
solz  vpon  the  tun  and  that   ther  might   be   ane  union   of  trade   betuixt 
Scotland  and  Ingland ;    quinto,  he  got  ane  assurance  that  ther  should  not 
be  a  conservator  named  in  place  of  Sir  James  Kennedy,  then  deceist, 
vntill   the  royall  borrowes  gave  ther  oppinion  and  prescryved  rules  for 
regulating  of  that   office  which  wes   thought   a  grievance   to   the    mer- 
chants, and  that  the  extraordinary  imposition  which  had  bein  granted  to 
Sir  James  Kennedy  during  his   lyfe   should   not  be    afterward   renewed  ; 
sexto,    he   obtained   tliat   noe  royall    borrowes   should   be    obleidged    to 
receave     prisoners    vnles    the    person    whoe    offered    them    should    give 
security  for  ther  mentinance  during  the  tyme  of  ther  confynment,  and  that 
they  should  be  noe  charges  to  the  said  incorporatione.      Which  particulars 
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Edinbubgh.     being    in  themselves  soe  considerable,   and  which    the  royall   borrowes 
10  July  1691.    ^^jj  -^^^^  purchased  at  a  rate  three  tymes  above  eight  hundred  pound 
^Hct^of  sT  °^  Sterling,   and   therfor  humbly  craued   and   expected   from   the   honorable 
Magnus  Prince  nieeting  that  they  wold  discharge  the  agent  to  persew  for  the  two  thou- 
sand and  seven  hundred  pounds  Scots  and  appoynt  the  three  hundred  pound 
■which  was  yet  wanting  of  the  eight  hundred  pound  to   be   payed   to   the 
petitioner  for  herself  and  as  tutrix  to  her  children,  especially  considering 
that  her  husband  wes  knowen  to  have  acted  faithfully  and  effectually  in 
that  trust  and  that  he  wes  a  person  of  soe  great  ingenuity  and  candour 
that   he   never  took   ane   indirect  way  to   enrich   either   himself  or   his 
familie  ;  as  the  representation  bears.      Which,  togither  with  the  present 
circumstance   of  Sir   Magnus  Princes   family   whoe   deserves   ther  favors, 
being  considered  be  the   convention,   therfor  they  appoynt  Maister  John 
Buchan,  ther  agent,  to  stop  any  farder  proces  for  recoverie   of  the  said 
soume  of  two  thousand  and  seven  hundred  pounds  and  impowers  him  to 
discharge  any  such  action  of  repetition,  the  representatives  of  the  said  Sir 
Magnus  Prince   discharging   the   royall   borrowes   for   any  pretence   they 
can  have  for  the   other  three    hundred   pound   sterling  acclamed   by  the 
said  representatione. 
Impowring  19.   Anent  tlie  supplication  given  in   be  John  Anderson,  provost  of 

lands  of  Pro-^    Glasgow,  in  name  and  behalf  of  that   burgh,   mentioning  that  wher  the 
^''"'  toune  of  Glasgow  having  of  a  considerable  tyme  bygane  flowrished   in  its 

trade  and  inhabitants  and  payed  a  large  share  of  the  publict  burdens  dew 
and  payable  by  the  state  of  bon'owes,  trew  it  is  that  of  late  the  said 
burgh  is  become  altogither  incapable  of  subsistance  inregaird  of  these 
heavie  burdens  that  lye  thervpon,  occasioned  by  the  vast  soumes  that 
have  bein  borrowed  by  the  late  magistrats  and  the  misapplying  and  dila- 
pidation of  the  touns  patrimony  in  suffering  ther  debts  to  swell  and 
imploying  the  comon  stock  for  ther  oune  sinistruous  ends  and  uses, 
wherin  if  the  petitioner  should  be  expres  in  the  particular  it  wold  exceid- 
ingly  tend  to  the  dishonor  and  disparadgement  of  these  whose  dewty  it 
wes  to  have  bein  the  patriots  and  supporters  of  the  place,  bot  without 
any  designe  to  reflect  or  expatiat  vpon  ther  misdemanners  the  petitioner 
humbly  represents  that  ther  wes  ane  absolut  and  indispenssible  necessity 
for  the  prasent  magistrats  to  sell  and  dispose  of  a  great  pairt  of  ther 
patrimonie,   especially  the   lands  and  barronie    of   Provan,    towards    the 
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defraying  of  ther  most  vrgent   and  pressing  debts,   and  without  doeing  Edinburgh. 

therof  they  cannot  propose  any  personal!  security  from    the    touns  credi-  — ^^-^ '— 

tors,  nor  will  ther  be  any  persons  found  to  represent  the  toune  in  the  Glasgow  to  sell 
office  of  magistracie  till  they  be  secured  from  legall  dilligence,  which  can  ^^^^  °^  ^''°" 
only  be  done  by  disposing  of  ther  patrimonie  to  a  present  sale  ;  and 
therfor  desyring  tlie  convention  to  interpose  ther  authority  and  grant 
warrand  to  the  present  magistrats  and  councill  of  Glasgow  to  sell  and 
dispon  ther  saids  lands  of  Provan,  and  such  other  lands  or  few  dewties  as 
belong  to  them,  to  be  imployed  for  payment  of  the  forsaids  debts,  as  the 
supplication  bears  ;  which  being  considered  be  the  convention  they 
heirby  interpose  ther  authority  and  grant  warrand  to  the  present  magis- 
trats and  councill  of  Glasgow  to  sell  and  dispon  ther  saids  lands  of 
Provan  to  be  imployed  for  payment  of  the  debts  owing  be  tlie  said 
burgh  of  Glasgow. 

20.   The  convention  taking  to  ther  serious  consideration  the  memo-  A^t  conoem- 

=■  .  ing  tue  staple. 

riall  presented  by  the  conservator,  and,  first,  as  to  the  extraordinar 
charge  he  wes  at  befor  he  went  over  to  Holland,  being  obleidged  to 
attend  a  considerable  tyme  at  London  towards  the  obtaining  of  creden- 
tialls  from  his  Majesty  and  others  mentioned  in  the  said  memoriall,  and 
that  his  expenss  and  charges  ought  to  be  consid^ed  and  allowance 
accordinglie  given  him  ;  as  alsoe,  considering  the  condition  represented 
by  the  conservator  of  the  Scots  affairs  in  relation  to  the  observance  of  the 
staple,  they  in  respect  of  the  severall  difficulties  that  offers  at  this  tyme 
doe  seriously  remit  to  the  prudence  of  the  conservator  to  doe  theria  as 
he  shall  sie  most  just  and  expedient.  The  convention  appoyiits  that 
pairt  of  the  conservators  memoriall  in  relation  to  the  staple  port  to 
be  recorded  in  ther  books,  wherof  the  tenor  followes  : —  At  Canipheer  thoe 
the  magistrats  on  ther  pairt  professes  all  reddines  to  observe  the  con- 
ditions of  the  contract,  yet  on  our  pairt  the  conservator  found  the  condi- 
tion of  the  staple  to  be  very  ill  and  soe  little  observed  as  it  ought  to  be, 
and  as  the  conservator  is  particularly  instructed  and  ordored  by  the  royall 
borrowes  it  should  be  that  it  seems  in  a  manner  much  to  be  deserted, 
the  current  of  the  trade  having  for  severall  years  past  run  as  it  wer  in  a 
course  to  Rotterdam,  for  at  Campheer  at  present  ther  is,  primo,  noe  legall 
established  factor  (but  one  by  way  of  expediencie)  into  whose  hands  the, 
nation  may  saifly  consigne  ther  goods  ;  secundo,  noe  Scots  merchant  ; 
2  s 
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EDiNBunoH.     tertio,  no  minister;  quarto,  no  consistacy;  quinto,  no  congregation  save  two 
10  July  1691.    ^j,  ^jjj.^g  ^^^^^  wherof  only  one  is  a  Scotsman,  and  three  or  four  women  ; 
tog  thTstapie.  sexto,  noe  consergery  hous,  which  is    most   necessary  for   our   nation,  the 
Dutch  innes  ther  being  exorbitantly  dear.      Whence   the    conservator  is 
much  straitned  what  to  doe  as  to  punishing  breakers  of  the  staple  accord- 
ing as  the  honorable  convention  haue  obleidged  the  conservator,  for  if  it 
wer  bot  one  particular  person  or  veshell  wherby  the  staple  wer  broken   it 
wer  easie  to  rectifie  it,  but  when  the  bulk  of  the  wholl   trade  as   said  is 
runs  to  Rotterdam  it  is  the  mor  difficult ;   and   the  rather   becaus  it  is 
asserted  that  in  tyme  of  war  and  danger  they  ought  to  have  seasonable 
convoys  to  Campheer,  which  not  coming   in   dew  tyme  they  tak  occasion 
to  goe  with   the  Eotterdam  convoy,  and   having  unloaded   ther  goods  at 
Rotterdam  and  payed  all  custpmes  and  dewties  for  them  ther   they  com- 
plain that  they  should  be  compelled  to  be  at  the  expens  of  transporting 
ther  goods  (most  of  which  are  bulkish  and  weighty)   from  Rotterdam  to 
Campheer,  and  the  rather  becaus  most  of  the  staple  goods  at  Campheer 
are  bought  by  people  of  Rotterdam  and  soe  most  be  at  a   new  charge  in 
retransporting  them  thither  ;  wherfor  the  conservator  humbly  craves  that 
the  convention  wold  seriously  consider  this  caice  that  he  may  haue  ther 
directions  how  to  behaue  himself  heirin  for  the  good  of  the  trade  of  the 
kingdome,   for  which  caus  the  conservator  wes  come  expresly  hither  to 
attend  the  convention,  for  the   dew  and   exact   observing   of  the   staple 
wold  be  as  to  his  particular  his  great  ease  and   advantage.      And  siclyk, 
the  convention  considering  the  years  cellary  payable  to  the  conservator 
commencing   from    the   first  of  Apryll  j™  vj''  and  nynty  to    the    first    of 
Apryll  j™  v'f  and  nynty  one  and  his  being  necessarly  detained  in  attend- 
ing the  royall  borrowes  till  he  wes  admitted  and  receaved  in  his  place, 
and  being  therefter  interrupted  in  the  speedy  acces  which  he  designed  for 
Holland,  being  the  tyme   of  war,  wes   forced   to  attend  convoyes  and  it 
wes  impossible  for  him  to  haue  collected  his  dewes  conforme  to  the  table 
granted   to  him  by  the  last  generall  convention  from  the  tradding  ships, 
nor  could  they  in  reason  be  obleidged  to  pay  till  they  had   the  benefit  of 
a  conservator  receiding  vpon  the  place  to  exerce  his  office  ;   lykeas  the  con- 
vention  having  considered   the  accompt  of  the  conservators  intromission, 
which  he  hes  given  vp  vpon  his  word  of  honor  and  credit,  [instructed  the 
agent  to  pay  him  the  difference  between  954  gilders  5  stivers,  being  the 
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dues  collected,  and  £300  sterling  due  by  the  act  of  the  general  conven-  Edinbuhgh. 
tion  in  April  1690.]  ^°  '^"'^  ^^^^- 

20a.  The  conservator  produced  "  ane  catologue  of  books  belonging  to  his  Conservator's 
office,  quherof  he  hes  the   custodie,  which   the  convention   ordanes  to  be  insert  ^°°^- 
efter  the  convention  is  risen  and  subscryved  be  him  j "  and  ordained  the  agent  to 
pay  the  conservator  £100  Soots  for  his  charges  in  recovering  th«  books, 

16  July  1691. 
21.   The  convention,  taking  to  ther  consideration  that  by  the  23rd  ^oyailbor- 

,j,,i  ._  .  .,  rows,  corn- 

act  01  the  last  generall  convention  [a  committee  was  appointed  to  take  munication  of 

means  for  carrying  into  execution  the  late  act  of  parliament  in  favor  of  ^^  ^' 
royal  burghs,]  and  the  said  comitty  having  mett  vpon  the  nyntein  day  of 
November  last,  did  out  of  a  good  meaning  and  sincere  intention  to  doe 
most  acceptable  services  for  the  interest  of  the  royall  borrowes  fall  vpon 
this  expedient  that  befor  any  furder  procedor  be  made  in  executing  the 
said  act  of  parliament  that  a  treaty  for  ane  accomodation  of  trade  with 
the  regalities,  barronies,  and  other  vnfrie  places,  should  be  first  offered  to 
them  to  sie  if  they  v^old  vndertake  any  considerable  pairt  of  the  burden 
lying  vpon  the  royall  borrowes,  which  wes  the  cheif  and  principall  designe 
of  the  said  comitty,  and  that  accordingly  letters  wer  written  to  them  and 
to  seuerall  noble  and  honorable  persons  ther  superiors,  and  that  the  said 
comitty  had  appoynted  the  saids  vnfrie  burghs  to  return  ther  answer,  viz., 
those  lying  vpon  the  south  syd  of  Forth  against  the  second  Twesday  of 
March  last,  those  on  this  syd  of  Spey  vpon  the  third  Twesday  of  the  said 
moneth,  and  those  beyond  Spey  vpon  the  fourth  Twesday  of  the  said 
moneth  ;  and  the  said  comitty  having  mett  and  attended  at  Edinburgh 
the  whoU  moneth  of  March  last,  during  which  tyme  non  compeired  for 
the  saids  vnfrie  burghs  except  Borrowstounnes,  Falkirk,  Greenock,  and 
Elie,  whoe-  refuised  to  condescend  and  liquidat  what  proportion  of  burden 
they  wold  vndertake  for  these  burghs  ;  and  that  those  persons  that  com- 
peired for  the  vnfrie  burghs  of  Dunkell,  Dun  and  Lesly,  refuised  altogither 
to  vnderly  any  pairt  of  burden  for  ther  trade,  whervpon  the  comitty  by 
ther  act  the  first  of  Apryll  last  did  declare  that  in  regaird  ther  offer  had 
bein  slighted  and  vndervallowed,  and  that  of  all  the  great  and  vast 
number  of  vnfrie  burghs  within  the  kingdome  none  of  them  bot  sex  com- 
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Edinburgh,     peired,  whereof  fyve  of  them  did  extinuat  ther  trade  and  wold  not  llquidat 
16  July  1691.    ^^^^  ^g.^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^jy  Falkirk  had  offered  three  shilling  Scots  vpon  the 

communira°™'  hundred  pound,  all  which  the  comitty  conceaved  tended  to  a  delay  that 
tion  of  trade.  ^^^^  yrifrie  burghs  might  have  a  years  further  trade,  whervpon  the  comitty 
fand  that  the  lenth  the  vnfrie  burghs  cam  did  nowayes  answer  the  end 
and  expectation  of  the  royall  borrowes,  and  therfor  it  wes  ther  opinion 
that  every  royall  burgh  should  tak  the  best  means  they  could  for  putting 
the  act  of  parliament  in  execution  against  ther  nixt  adjacent  burghs  of 
regality  and  barrony  ;  yet  notwithstanding  of  the  said  comitties  rationall 
and  convincing  procedor,  and  of  ther  finall  resolution  in  the  said  affair, 
the  present  convention  thought  fitt  to  reassume  the  consideration  of  the 
said  matter,  to  the  end  that  vnfree  burghs  might  have  noe  pretext  or 
ground  of  clamour  against  the  royall  borrowes  bot  be  rendered  inexcusable 
in  all  tyme  coming,  they  caused  severall  tymes  publict  intimation  to  be 
made  at  the  dore  of  the  councill  house  wher  they  satt  by  calling  over  a 
list  of  the  vnfrie  burghs  to  sie  if  any  persons  wold  compear  for  them  that 
tlie  royall  borrowes  might  enter  into  a  comuning  and  treaty  with  them, 
bot  of  all  the  saids  vnfrie  burghs  non  compeired  bot  the  laird  of  Greennock, 
younger,  for  the  said  burgh,  and  James  Dawling  and  John  Huntar,  skip- 
pers, commissioners  from  Borroustounnes,  and  (blank)  from  Falkirk  ;  and 
having  called  befor  them  the  saids  commissioners  for  Borroustounnes  they 
wer  demanded  what  proportion  of  burden  they  wold  offer  and  how  the 
said  offer  if  agreed  to  should  be  secuired,  they  altogither  refuised  to  con- 
descend and  liquid  a  certane  soume  of  money  or  to  secure  that  the  samen 
should  be  payed  to  the  royall  borrowes  ;  as  lykwayes  (blank),  whoe  pre- 
tendit  to  be  commissioner  for  Falkirk,  being  interrogat  if  he  had  a  com- 
mission from  the  said  burgh  to  treat  with  the  burghs  denyed  the  same, 
and  declared  that  he  could  offer  nothing  in  name  of  the  said  burgh  ;  and 
sicklyk.  Sir  John  Schaw,  younger  of  Greennock,  compeired  and  offered 
for  the  said  burgh  to  pay  such  a  proportion  of  burden  as  efter  valuation 
it  ought  to  pay,  and  that  he  wold  secure  the  payment  therof  bot  by  noe 
means  wold  condescend  vpon  a  quota ;  all  which  being  againe  and  againe 
considered  and  reconsidered  by  the  convention  they  look  vpon  the  offer 
made  by  Borroustounnes  as  noe  wayes  satisfactory,  tending  only  to  hold 
the  royall  borroues  in  suspence  and  in  the  dark  and  at  ane  vncertainty, 
that  they  may  all  the  whyll  use  the  trade  of  a  royall  burgh  ;  and  sicklyk 
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tLat  the  offer  by  Falkirk  wes  a  meer  sham  and  a  ridicoulinff  of  the  bor-  EniNBtiEaH 

T  .  ,  .     .  *       ,  ,      16  July  1691. 

rowes  to  send  a  person  ■without  any  commission  to  treat ;  and  as  to  the 


offer  made  by  the  laird  of  Greennock,  albeit  the  same  be  mor  ingenuous  communioa- 
and  poynted  then  the  rest,  yet  in  regaird  he  wold  not  liquidat  his  offer,  '""  ° 
and  that  the  same  wes  bot  a  single  unfrie  burgh  whoes  proportion  will 
doe  litle  to  ease  the  wholl  royall  borrowes,  and  that  it  tends  to  destroy  the 
interest  of  Glasgow,  which  is  the  second  trading  royall  burgh  of  the  king- 
dome,  they  cannot  acquiesse  to  the  said  offer,  being  soe  circumstantiat ; 
and  therfor  the  convention  does  vpon  the  wholl  matter  declare  that  as 
they  give  ther  hearty  thanks  to  the  said  comitty  for  comencing  the  for- 
said  treaty  with  vnfrie  burghs  as  tending  to  the  weell  of  the  borrowes, 
soe  lykwayes  the  convention  does  for  the  reasons  and  causes  forsaid  de- 
clare that  the  said  treaty  is  now  at  a  period  and  close,  and  doe  heirby 
warrand,  allow,  and  authorise  the  saids  royall  borrowes  and  every  one  of 
them  to  execut  the  acts  of  parliament  in  ther  favores  against  the  nixt 
adjacent  burghs  of  regality,  barronie,  and  other  vnfrie  places  ;  but  becaus 
of  the  singularity  of  Greennocks  offer  the  royall  borrowes  doe  recomend 
to  the  nearest  adjacent  royall  burghs  to  Greenock  to  deall  discreetly  with 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh  in  executing  the  said  act  of  parliament 
vntill  the  nixt  generall  convention. 

17  July  1691. 

22.  Approved  of  the  agent's  accounts  of  disbursements  from   July  1690  to  Agents 
July  1691,  extending  to  £4329,  8s.  9d.,  and  ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  ^'''^°™P*'' 
proportions. 

23.  Allowed  the  agent  who  "hes  bein  very  faithfull  and  active  in  the  bur-  Agent, 
rowes  afiairs  this  last  year  "  a  gratuity  of  £500  Scots.  gratuity 

24.  The  convention  having  heard  the  complants  of  many  of  the  Anent  the  brod 
royall  borrowes  as  being  constantly  vexed  and  grived  by  Ewan  Makgrigor  "^'^  "' 
and  the  pairtners  in  the  manufactory  of  old  brod  cards  as  having  a  gift 
therof,  doe  therfor  impouer  the  agent  to  raise  a  suspension  against  them 
at  the  instance  of  the  wholl  royall  borrows,  and  in  caice  he  cannot  obtaine 
the  same  that  he  assist  the  particular  burgesses  of  the  royall  burghs  whoe 
are  troubled  or  herefter  shall  be  troubled  at  ther  instance,  and  that  vpon 
the  comon  charges  of  the  borrowes  not  exceiding  ten  pound  sterling,  and 
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Edinbcroh. 
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Curing  of 
herrings. 


Minister  to 
Campheer. 


Directions  oon- 
cerningfaotors. 


declar  that  if  the  parliament  shall  sitt  befor  the  nixt  general!  convention 
that  they  will  represent  the  said  gift  to  the  parliament  as  a  havie  griev- 
ance and  burden  vpon  the  royall  borrowes. 

25.  Recommended  the  respective  burghs  to  put  to  execution  the  "  many  good 
and  lawdable  nets  of  parliament  anent  the  curing  of  fish,  especially  of  herring 
and  salmond,  and  anent  the  goodness  and  sufSoiency  of  barrells  ;"  and  the  burghs 
to  send  their  commissioners  to  next  general  convention  sufficiently  instructed 
with  any  overtures  thereanent. 

26.  The  conservator  represented  to  the  convention  that  at  present 
ther  is  noe  minister  at  Campheer,  and  that  it  is  the  interest  of  the  royall 
burrowes  to  have  that  function  supplied  with  some  qualified  person  least 
if  it  be  delayed  the  stipend  allowed  by  the  toun  of  Campheer,  being  nyn 
hundred  gilders,  may  fall  indeswetood  and  be  applyed  to  some  other 
vse,  wherby  the  burden  of  the  minister  stipend  will  lye  vpon  the  borrowes 
to  provyd,  and  lykwayes  represented  that  he  had  made  some  steps,  with 
consent  of  the  Scots  congregation  at  Campheer,  by  inviting  Mr  Robert 
Fleming,  younger,  to  be  minister  ther,  which  being  considered  by  the 
convention  they  think  fit  the  conservator  ought  to  be  incouradged  to  pro- 
ceid  furder  in  the  said  aflfair  and  to  acquent  the  presbitry  and  magistrats 
of  Edinburgh  that  ther  consent  may  be  had  in  giveing  a  call  to  him  or 
any  other  fitt  person  to  supplie  that  function. 

27.  The  convention  considering  that  ther  are  noe  factors  legally 
established  at  Campheer  and  that  this  tyme  is  a  tyme  of  war,  and  least 
the  merchants  should  suffer  by  having  ther  goods  squandered  when  they 
come  to  the  staple,  ther  being  non  to  look  efter  them,  the  convention  does 
therfor  think  fitt  as  a  fitt  expedient  during  this  intervall  to  impouer  the 
conservator,  lykeas  they  be  thir  presents  impouer  and  authorize  him 
to  treat  with  any  able  and  qualified  merchand  receiding  at  the  staple  or 
Rotterdam,  or  any  other  pairt  of  the  Low  Countries,  to  accept  to  be  factor, 
and  to  find  sufficient  caution  for  that  effect,  whoes  names  with  ther 
cautioner  the  conservator  is  to  acquent  the  provost  of  Edinburgh  and  the 
comitty  vnderwitten  to  the  eifect  they  may  approve  of  his  dilligence  and 
authorize  them  in  ther  offices,  and  for  that  end  the  convention  grants 
power  and  comission  to  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Aberdeen,  Mon- 
tross,  Dundie,  Glasgow,  Anstruther  Easter,  Haddingtoun,  Linlithgow, 
Dumbartoun  and  Quensferry,  or  any  fyve    of  them,  to  meet  as  a  comitty 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  143 

efter  the  convention  is  risen  to  receave  ane  accompt  of  the  conservators  Edinbubgh. 
dilligence  heiranent,  with  power  to  them  to  authorize  the  saids  merchants       "  ^ 


whoe  shall  setle  and  agree  with  the  conservator  in  maner  forsaid  to  act  cemingfactors. 
as  factors  vntill  the  nixt  generall  convention,  at  which  tyme  they  are  to 
qnalifie  themselves  by  being  admitted  factors  by  the  said  convention. 

28.  The  convention  ordanes  that  all  masters   of  ships,  transporting  Skippers  to 
any  staple  goods  to  any  pairt  of  the  Low  Countries  that  they  shall  acquent  sector  asTo 
the  conservator  or  his  deput  that  they  have  caried   such   goods  and  shall  ^^^P^**  ^°°'^''- 
satisfie  them  of  the  conservators   dewes,  certifieing   the   saids   masters   of 

ships  and  the  factors  whoe  intromets  with  these  goods  that  if  they  doe 
in  the  contrare  heirof  they  shall  be  fyned  as  the  conservator  and  his  court 
shall  think  fitt. 

29.  The  convention  considering  that  for  many  years  coall  transported  Act  imposing 
furth  of  this  country  to  the  Low  Countries  payed  the  conservators   dewes, 

to  the  vallow  sometymes  of  twenty  and  30  styvers  on  the  great  hundred, 
till  within  these  few  years  that  the  same  hes  fallen  indeswetude,  and  in 
respect  that  the  conservator  is  much  taken  vp  in  the  exercise  of  his  office 
as  to  the  subject  matter  of  coall,  as  lykwayes  concerning  skippers,  mari- 
ners, and  merchants  whoe  transports  the  same,  and  therfor  in  all  equity 
and  reason  it  ought  to  pay  some  dewty  to  him,  therfor  ordanes  as  a 
moderat  dewty  that  coall  transported  to  the  Loe  Countries  shall  pay  to 
the  conservator  of  dewes  at  the  rait  of  ten  styvers  vpon  the  great  hundred, 
and  the  convention  heirby  reschinds  all  former  acts  of  generall  conventions 
contrarie  therto. 

30.  The  convention,  "  out  of  benevolence  and  charity,"  allowed  to  Eupham  Bailly  Spenoes 
Smith,  spous  to  David  Spence,  merchant,  £400  Scots.  "^  '^' 

3 1 .  Having  no  time  fully  to  consider  a  letter  from  the  magisti-ats  of  Cam-  Letter  from 
pheer,  the  convention  appointed  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Aberdeen,  Dumbarton  Campheer. 
and  Glasgow  to  meet  after  the  convention  dissolves  and  answer  it. 

32.  The  commissioner  of  Aberdeen  protested  in  name  of  himself  and  the  Protestation, 
burgh  that  no  act  be  made  in  prejudice  of  the  staple  until  the  expiry  of  the  pre-  anent  tlie' 
sent  contract,  and  that  all  means  be  used  for  causing  the  same  to  be  kept.  staple. 

33.  Allowed,  for  services  done  to  the  burghs,  to  James  Hamiltoun,  writer  to  Allowances  for 
the  signet,  three  guineas  ;  to  John  Veatch  of  Dawick,  presenter  of  the  signatures  ^^''''^'^^^■ 

in  exchequer,  £50  sterling  ;  to  Mr  Alexander  Dunlop,  clerk  to  the  burgh  rolls, 
£5  sterling  ;  to  the  macers  of  the  privy  council  and  exchequer,  40  merks  ;  to 
the  macers  of  the  session,  40  merks  ;  and  to  Dawick's  servant,  five  dollors. 
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Servands  fies. 
Clerk,'gratuity 

Absent  burghs. 
Cromerty. 


Meeting  dis- 
solved. 


34.  Allowed  to  James  Nasmath  100  nierks  besides  his  fee  of  100  merks,  to 
Henry  Kinloch  100  merks  besides  his  fee  of  £50,  and  to  George  Moiicur  and 
Andrew  Moncur  £100  Scots  besides  George'sfee  of  £106,  13s.  4d.,  "  to  the  agents 
man  ten  rex  dollors,  and  to  the  wyfe  that  sweeps  the  house  two  rex  doUors. 

35.  Allowed  to  ^neas  Macleod,  clerk  to  the  burghs,  400  merks  "as  a 
gratuity  to  him  for  the  pains  and  trouble  he  hes  bein  at  in  the  royall  burrows 
affairs  this  last  year." 

36.  Fined  the  absent  burghs  in  £100  Scots  each. 

37.  Instructed  the  committee  who  are  to  meet  after  this  convention,  to  advise 
with  lawyers  what  course  the  burglis  should  take  to  be  eased  of  the  burden  of 
Cromarty's  proportion  of  bygone  dues. 

38.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting,  and  appointed  next  general  convention  to 
be  held  at  Dundee  in  July  1692. 


Catoloug  of 
books  belong- 
ing to  conser- 
vatorie  office. 


A  Catalogue  of  Books  belonging  to  the  conservatorie  office  pro- 
duced be  the  present  conservator  and  appoynted,  by  the  20  act  of 
the  last  generall  convention  in  July  1691,  to  be  insert  in  the  bor- 
row books  as  a  standing  charge  against  the  conservator  and  his 
successors,  wlierof  the  tenor  followes : 

1 .  Ane  court  book  of  the  office,  Mr  James  Racket,  conservator,  beginning 

the  24  May  lo70  and  ending  August  26,  1619. 

2.  A  collection  of  acts,  statuts,  ordinances,  and  priviledges  by  Sir  Robert 

Dennistoun  of  Muntjoy,  conservator,  anno  1590. 

3.  A  conservatorie  court  book  beginning  May  2,  1621,  Sir  Robert  Den- 

nistoun of  Montjoy,  conservator,  and  ending  September  26,  1634, 
Mr  Patrick  Drummond,  conservator. 

4.  A  conservatorie  court  book  begining  October  11,  1644,  Thomas  Cun- 

ingham,  conservator,  and  ending  February  19,  1655. 

5.  A  conservatorie  court  book  begining  May  24,  1662,  Sir  William  David- 

son, conservator,  and  ending  the  30  day  of  August  1670. 

6.  A  conservator  court  book  begining  Apryll  1675,  Henry  Wilkie,  con- 

servator, and  ending  October  15,  1680. 

7.  A  minut  of  acts  of  borrowes  and  acts  of  parliament  and  divers  formes 

of  wryttings  relating  to  the  staple  port  collected  by  Henry  Wilkie. 

8.  Register  of  entries  of  ships,  merchandise,  and  passengers  coming  from 

Scotland  to  the  Low  Countries,  by  ordor  of  Henry  Wilkie,  conservator, 
begining  Apryll  20,  1675,  and  ending  March  1683. 
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9.    Register  of  entries  of  ships,  mercliandise,  and  passengers  coming  from  Edinburgh. 
Scotland  to  Rotterdam,  by  ordor  of  Mr  James  Kennedy,  conservator, 


begining  May  10,  1683,  and  ending  September  3,  1G88.  books  beioug-- 

10.   Register  of  the  names  of  all  merchands  whoe   have  payed  for  ther  ^°fQ*°g'^°jJ?gg" 
first  voyadge  to  the  Low  Countries,  begining  May  27,  1662,  and 
ending  (blanh). 
The  above  written  books  are  in  the  custodie  of  Mr  Andrew  Kennedy. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgli,  Micliaell  Allan,  dean  of  gild,  and  Robert  Inglis,  goldsmitli  :  Pertb,  S?'^'"^,''°"- 

O'  o      ^  r>  f  '  20  October 

James  Crie  ;   Dundie,  James    Fletcher  ;    A.berdeen,  Alexander  Walker  ;   Stirling,  xgoi. 

Hugh  Kennedy  ;  Linlithgow,  William  Higgins  ;  Haddingtoun,  Mr  Jatues  Lawder;  Sederunt. 

Kirkcaldie,  Robert  Whyt ;   Montross,  James  Mill ;   Couper,  Andrew  Glassfoord  ; 

Brichen,   Alexander   Young  ;   Dumfermling,  John  Chambers  ;  Dumbartoun,  Mr 

James  Smollet ;  Dunbar,  Robert  Kellie  ;  Aberbrothock,  William  Auchterlonie  ; 

Quensferrie,  Sir  William  Hamilton  ;   St.   Andrews,  Glasgow,   Dysart,  Dumfreis, 

Bruntjsland,  Innerkeithing,  Kinghorn,  Carraill  and  Forfar,  {blank). 

20  October  1691. 

1.  Archibald  Mure,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Mure,  preses. 

2.  The  convention  approved  of  all  the  commissions  produced  "  except  as  to  Commissions 

3,DDrOV6Il. 

the  missive  letter  from  some  of  the  magistrats  of  Aberdeen,"  but  they  dispensed 
with  the  informality  "  in  respect  the  said  Alexander  Walker  is  a  person  whoes 
advyce  is  very  necessar  to  the  borrows  by  reason  of  his  long  experience  in  trade 
and  in  the  borrowes  affaires." 

3.  The   convention  recomends  to  ther  preses  to  wryt  letters  to  the  ^e^*reTars°of^'' 
Earle  of  Melvill  and  the  Master  of  Stairs,  principall  secretars  of  state  for  state. 

this  kingdome,  giving  them  the  thanks  of  the  royall  borrowes  for  ther  care 
in  putting  a  stop  to  a  new  project  of  erecting  of  a  linnen  manufacture  within 
this  kingdome. 

4.  The  convention  vpon  certane  good  motives  and  weightie  considera-  Linningoioath. 
tions  does  recomend  to  the  wholl  royal  borrowes  to  put  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment in  execution  within  ther  respective  jurisdictions  which  are  made  as 

to  the  breadth  and  sufficient  working  and  bleitching  of  liuning  cloath. 
2  T 
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Edinburgh. 
22  October 
1691. 

Lmnen  manu- 
factory. 


Letters  to  the 
lord  secretars. 


22  October  1691. 

5.  Compeired  Commissar  Dalrymple  and  represented  to  the  conven 
tion  that  he  had  receaved  a  letter  from  the  Master  of  Stair,  his  Majesties 
principall  secretar  of  state,  wherin  wes  contained  the  double  of  ane  patent 
for  erecting  of  a  manufacture  of  linnen  cloath  within  this  kingdome,  and 
that  the  secretar  out  of  a  speciall  regaird  he  hes  to  the  good  of  the  bor- 
rowes  had  desyred  him  to  communicat  the  same  to  the  convention,  which 
being  read  in  ther  presence  and  considered,  they  fand  that  inrespect  of  the 
vnfrequencie  of  the  meetting  and  that  the  subject  matter  of  the  patent  is 
both  new  and  of  great  importance  to  the  wholl  royall  borrowes,  it  wes 
vnanimouslie  resolved  that  this  present  meeting  wes  nether  in  a  dew  capa- 
city nor  think  they  it  saif  to  give  ther  oppinion  of  ane  affair  of  soe  generall 
and  nationall  concern  vntill  the  wholl  or  most  pairt  of  the  royall  borrowes 
send  ther  commissioners  sufficiently  instructed  as  to  the  erection  of  the 
said  manufacture.  [The  general  meeting  was  appointed  to  be  held  on 
the  first  Wednesday  of  February  or  on  such  earlier  day  as  the  lord  provost 
of  Edinburgh  might  determine  ;  and  any  burgh]  absent  from  the  said 
generall  meeting  shall  be  holden  as  a  burgh  not  regarding  the  interest 
of  the  royall  burghs  and  be  lyable  to  such  fynes  as  the  said  meeting  shall 
impose. 

6.  Ther  wes  red  and  approven  by  the  convention  the  letters  direct 
from  them  to  the  lord  secretaries  which  they  ordained  to  be  recorded  and 
signed  by  ther  preses,  wherof  the  tenor  followes  : — May  it  pleas  your 
Lordships, — The  convention,  consisting  of  threttein,  which  makes  only  a 
quorum  of  the  borrowes,  entring  vpon  the  occasion  of  ther  meeting  and 
reasoning  the  importance  of  that  project  for  a  linnen  manufacture  in  this 
kingdome  by  English  and  Scots  hands,  found  it  ane  affair  of  that  concern 
to  the  nation  that  they  have  concluded  the  calling  of  ane  generall  conven- 
tion of  the  wholl  borrowes  to  meet  heer  against  the  first  Wednesday  of 
February  nixt.  In  respect  of  the  winters  aproach  and  the  remotness 
of  many  of  the  borrowes  wee  considered  it  the  shortest  tyme  wee  could 
allow  them  just  now.  Vpon  our  disolving  wee  had  a  paper  brought  to  us 
called  the  double  of  that  patent  and  wee  resolved  to  transmit  coppies 
therof  to  the  wholl  royall  borrowes  that  soe  they  may  send  ther  represen- 
tatives the  better  instructed  to  give  ther  oppinions  theranent.     Meantyme 
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wee  return  your  lordships  our  most  hearty  and  humble  thanks  for  the  Edisburgh. 
seasonable  and  kynd  advertisments  wee  have  receaved  of  the  designe,  and  iqqi^  °  '^^ 
wee  doe  earnestly  intreat  your  lordships  will  interpose  with  his   Majestie  Letters  to  the 
nothing  be  further  concluded  vntill  wee  shall  have  access  to  give   ane  ^°^^  seoretars. 
accompt  of  the  full  convention  ther  sentiments ;   and  as  this  will  be,  soe  far 
as  wee  can  vnderstand,  very  acceptable  to  the  wholl  nation,  soe  in  particu- 
lar it  will  singularlie  obleidge  the  stait  of  borrowes  vpon  all  occasions 
most  sincerly  and  effectually  to  approve  themselves,   may  it  pleas  your 
lordships,  your  lordships  most  humble  and  most  obleidged  servants.     Signed 
by  warrand  and  in  presence  of  this  particular  convention. 

23  October  1691. 

7.  Remitted  to  the  burghs  of  Inverness  and  Nairn  to  inquire  as  to  the  com-  Cromertie. 
mon  good  of  the  burgh  of  Cromertie  at  the  time  they  resigned  their  privileges, 

how  the  same  is  conveyed,  and  as  to  the  present  state  of  the  burgh. 

8.  Allowed  £40  Scots  to  George  Moncur  for  despatching  the  missives.  Honour,  40  li. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,   Michael   Allan,    dean   of  gild,    and   Robert    Inglis,    goldsmith  ;  Edinbuegh. 
Perth,  George  Oliphant  and  James  Crie,  baillie  ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Blair  ;  Aber-  iggo       "^^ 
deen,  John  AUardes  ;   Stirling,  Hugh  Kennedy  ;  Linlithgow,   Robert  Turnbull ;  Commis- 
St.  Andrews,  Mr  Alexander  Nairn  ;  Glasgow,  John  Anderson  ;  Air,  John  Moor;  sioners. 
Haddingtoun,  Mr  James  Lawder  ;   Dysart,  Alexander  Swyn  ;  Kirkcaldie,  James 
Lundie  ;  Montross,  James  Mill ;  Couper,  Joseph  Knox  ;  Dumfreis,  John  Irving  ; 
Bruntjsland,  John  Broun  ;   Innerkeithing,   Alexander  Spitell ;  Kiughorn,   Pat- 
rick Wallace ;   Brichen,  Francis  Molieson  ;   Irving,  Mr  Alexander  Cuningham  ; 
Pittenweem,  James   Cook  ;   Dumbartoun,   Mr  James    Smollet ;   Dunbar,  Robert 
Kellie  ;    Peibles,  Robert  Forrester  ;  Forfar,  John  Carnegie ;  Northberwick,  Sir 
Thomas  Stewart ;  Cullen,  Sir  James  Ogilvie  ;  Queusferrie,  Sir  William  Hamil- 
ton.    (Thirty-seven  burghs  hlanh). 

3  February  1692. 

L   Michaell  Allan,  dean  of  guild  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses  during  the  pro-  Allan,  prases, 
vest's  absence. 

2.   Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions.  missions'. 
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emnbdegh.  5   February  1692. 

Provost  Mure,  3.   Sir  Archibald  Mure,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 
preses.            '  4.   Approved  of  report  on  the  commissions  and  of  the  whole  commissions  pro- 
Commissions  ^    ^    ^  accepted  letters  of  excuse  from  Culros,  Elgin,  and  Inverness. 
approTen.  '■ 

8  February  1692. 

Petition  to  5.  Having  considered  the  committee's  report  as  to  the  heads  of  the  missive,  the 

privie  coiincill,  convention  appointed  a  committee  "  to  bring  in  ane  draught  of  ane  petition  to  be 
custom  an         ^.^^^  .^  ^^  ^^^  borrowes  to  ther  Majesties  privie  council!,  and  remitis  to  them  to 


excyse. 


cill  anent  liu 
nen  cloatli. 


consider  whither  or  not  it  be  the  interest  of  the  royall  borrowes  to  offer  for  ther 
Majesties  custome  and  excyse  presently  to  be  rouped  by  the  lords  of  thesaurie  and 
exchequer,  and  report  to  the  convention." 

9   February  1692. 

to  pnyle  c°"un-  6.  The  Convention,  consideriBg  the  drawght  of  the  petition  presented 
to  them  by  the  comittie  to  be  given  in  to  the  lords  of  ther  Majesties 
privie  councill  in  name  of  the  royall  borrowes,  which  being  publictly  read 
in  presence  of  the  convention  they  ordane  the  samen  to  be  recorded, 
wherof  the  tenor  followes  : — Vnto  the  right  honorabill  the  lords  of  his 
Majesties  privie  councill- — The  supplication  of  the  commissionars  of  the 
royall  borrowes  of  this  kingdom  humbly  sheweth  : — That  wher  the  peti- 
tionars  being  called  to  a  generall  convention  presently  niett  at  Edinburgh 
anent  a  patent  presented  by  certane  persouns  at  London  to  ther 
Majesties  for  inhaunceing  the  trade  of  linning  cloath,  which  patent  his 
Majestie  hes  been  graciously  pleased  to  delay,  considering  the  royall  bor- 
rowes interest  therin,  and  as  the  petitionars  resolve  to  return  his  Majestie 
ther  most  humble  and  heartie  thanks  for  vou chafing  his  royall  protection 
towards  them  soe  they  find  themselves  obleidged  to  extend  and  imploy 
ther  outmost  endeavours  for  the  improvement  of  the  linnen  trade  within  this 
nation,  and  for  that  effect  have  considered  severall  acts  of  borrowes  made 
theranent,  and  particularly  the  43  act  of  the  first  session,  first  parliament 
of  King  Charles  the  Second,  as  alsoe  the  12  act  of  his  Majesties  3d  par- 
liament, with  ane  other  act  made  by  the  councill  of  trade  dated  the  fyfteen 
day  of  August  16S8  heirwith  produced,  by  all  which  great  cairand  paines 
have  been  taken  to  improve  the  forsaid  trade  of  linnen,  and  yet  noe  suttes 
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suitable  to  the  designe  of  the  forsaids  lawes,  and  for  which  noe  probable  Edinburgh. 
reason  can  be  assigned  except  that  the  forsaids  lawes  have  not  been  put  iggi  "^"^"^ 
to  dew  execution  and  therby  are  become  indeswetude,  and  it  is  humblie  suppUcatione 
represented  to  your  lordships  that  the  forsaid  trade  of  linnen  is  the  vniver-  oju^"™  "in" 
sail  concern  of  the  whoU  nation,  ther  being  a  great  pairt  of  many  of  the  nen  oioath. 
nobility  and  barrens  rents  arysing  therfrom  besyds  the  importance  therof 
to  the  royall  borrowes,  soe  they  humbly  offer  to  your  lordships  considera- 
tion that  the  only  effectuall  way  to  promot  and  advance  the  forsaid  trade 
of  linnen  is  to  put  the  lawes  made  theranent  to  dew  execution,  wherin  the 
petitionars  doe  make  ane  humble  offer  of  ther  chearfull  and  hearty  concur- 
rance ;  and  if  your  lordships  will  be  pleased  to  revive  the  forsaids  acts  of 
parliament  and  councill  of  trade  mad  for  the  improvement  of  linnen  cloath 
and  yearn,  and  joyn  the  magistrats  of  the  royall  borrowes  within  the 
respective  shyres  to  sie  the  forsaids  lawes  dewly  put  in  execution,  alse 
weell  in  landward  as  burgh,  the  petitionars  in  that  caice  are  very  confident 
to  improve  the  trade  of  linnen  to  the  great  advantadge  of  the  wholl  nation 
and  to  ther  reputation  abroad  which  suffers  a  great  daill  throw  the  irre- 
gularitie  and  insufEciencie  of  linnen  cloath  which  is  exported  furth  of  the 
kingdome.  May  it  therfor  pleas  your  lordships  to  take  the  premisses  to 
your  consideration  and  to  lay  doune  such  methods  as  your  lordships  in 
justice  shall  think  fitt  which  may  best  conduce  to  the  advancement  of  the 
forsaid  trade  and  wherin  the  petitionars  doe  humblie  offer  ther  outmost 
endeavours  for  attaining  the  ends  above  mentioned,  and  your  petitionars 
shall  ever  pray,  etc.  The  which  petition  they  approve  and  appoynts  Mr 
John  Brichen,  ther  agent,  to  wait  vpon  the  clerks  of  privie  councill  and 
give  in  the  said  petition  and  advance  what  money  is  requisit  in  the  said 
affair  which  shall  be  allowed  in  his  accompts ;  and  appoynts  the  burghs 
of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Glasgow,  Montross,  Haddington,  Dysart,  Air  and 
Kirkcaldie  to  wait  vpon  the  members  of  their  Majesties  privie  councill  and 
solicit  them  in  the  said  affair. 

12  February  1692. 
7.   The  convention  approves  of  the  drawght  of  ane  petition  presented  Supplication 
to  them  by  the  comitty,  to  be  given  in  to  the  commissionars   of  ther  custom  and 
Majesties  thesaurie  and  exchequer,  in  name  of  the  royall  borrowes,  which  «'^<=y^'=- 
wes    publictly    red    and    appoynted    to    be    recorded,    wherof    the    tenor 
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Emnbuhgh. 
12  February 
1692. 

Supplication 
anent  the 
custom  and 
excyse. 


followes  : — Vnto  the  right  honorable  the  lords  commissionars  of  ther 
Majesties  thesaurie  and  exchequer,  the  supplication  of  the  commissionars 
"  of  the  royail  borrowes  of  this  kingdom  presently  mett  in  a  generall  con- 
vention at  Edinburgh,  humblie  sheweth  : — That  wher  your  petitionars 
vnderstanding  that  your  lordships  are  to  roup  the  forraigne  custome  and 
excyse,  and  that  some  offers  are  alreadie  made  bot  that  the  matter  is  still 
inteir,  and  it  being  considered  by  the  royail  borrowes  that  it  is  ther  dewty 
vpon  all  occasions  to  advance  ther  Majesties  service  and  especiallie  vpon 
the  present  emergent,  it  being  ther  province  best  to  know  and  vnderstand 
the  intriusick  vallow  and  product  of  ther  Majesties  customes  and  excyse, 
the  petitionars  are  desyrous  to  imbrace  the  present  opportunitie  for  im- 
proving of  ther  Majesties  revenews  and  are  readie  to  extend  ther  outmost 
endeavours  for  that  effect,  bot  in  regaird  the  present  roup  wes  vnknouen 
to  them  vntill  they  wer  come  the  lenth  of  Edinburgh,  soe  that  they  nather 
could  ask  nor  receave  instructions  from  ther  constituents  towards  the 
making  of  any  offer  to  your  lordships  anent  the  forsaid  custome  and 
excyse,  it  is  humbly  represented  that  if  your  lordships  shall  be  pleased 
and  think  it  convenient  to  delay  any  furder  procedor  in  the  forsaid  roup 
vntill  such  compitent  tyme  as  the  petitionars  may  acquent  ther  respective 
constituents  and  advyse  with  them  anent  the  premisses,  they  are  hopfull 
to  receave  such  instructions  as  may  warrand  them  to  attend  the  roup,  and 
it  is  very  probable  that  as  the  royail  borrowes  are  certanlie  capable  to 
goe  equall  lenths  with  any  privat  persons  in  advancing  the  dewty  of  ther 
Majesties  customs  soe  they  will  most  chearfullie  lay  out  themselves  for 
that  purpose.  May  it  therfor  pleas  your  lordships  to  take  the  premisses 
to  your  consideration  and  doe  thairin  as  your  lordships  in  justice  shall 
think  fitt,  and  your  petitionars  shall  ever  pray,  etc.  And  appoynts  Mr 
John  Buchan,  ther  agent,  to  give  in  the  said  petition  to  the  clerk  of  ther 
Majesties  thesaurie  and  exchequer  and  advance  what  money  is  requisit  in 
the  said  affair,  which  shall  be  allowed  to  him  in  his  accompts ;  and  appoynts 
the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Aberdeen,  Montross  and  Kirkcaldie  to 
wait  vpon  the  commissionars  of  ther  Majesties  thesaurie  and  exchequer 
and  solicit  them  in  the  said  affair. 

Act  allowing  8.  The  convention  "  considering  the  good  services  don  be  the  secretaries  of 

state'gratuitie.  ^^^^^  ™  *^-^®  borrowes  afFaire.-?,  and  particularly  in  relation  to  the  stopping  of  ane 

patent  of  manufactorie  of  lining  cloath  tliat  wes  designed  to  be  set  vp  in  this 
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kingdome  by  Inglisli  vndertakers,"  appointed  the  agent  to  pay  them  2000  nierks  Edinburgh. 
as  a  gratuity,  and  recommended  next  general  convention  "  to  repon  the  secretaries  iggl'"'^™^'^^ 
to  ther  former  pension." 


9.  Remitted  to  the  preses  "  to  gratifie  Mr  William   Hamilton,  vnder  secre-  Gratifieing  Mr 

William 
Hamiltoun. 


tarie,  for  his  services  done  in  the  borrowes  affaires,  not  exceiding  the  soume  of  fifty  ^'I'l^™ 


pund  sterling." 

10.  The  convention  are  of  oppinion  that  application  should  be  made  Debts  dew  to 
by  the  royall  borrowes  to  his  Majesty  anent  the  debts  dew  to  them  by  the  J-owes. 
publict,  and  particularly  by  the  forces,  and  that  ilk  burgh  send  ane  just 

coppie  of  the  accompts  restand  to  them  either  by  the  publict  or  by  the 
forces  to  the  nixt  generall  convention  which  is  to  meet  in  July  nixt. 

11.  The  conventione  gives  full  power  and  commission  to  the  burghs  Comittie  to 
of  Edinburgh,   Perth,  Aberdeen,   Dundie,  Glasgow,  Air,   Montross,   Dum-  ™'"^ ' 
bartoun,  Irving,  Dysart,  Dumfreis,  and  Kirkcaldie,  and  any  three  of  them 

to  be  a  quoriim,  to  meet  as  a  comitty  efter  the  disolving  of  this  convention 
and  take  into  ther  consideration  the  severall  particulars  following,  viz., 
that  ane  address  be  written  in  name  of  the  borrowes  to  his  sacred  Majestie 
and  ane  letter  of  thanks  to  the  secretaries  of  state,  which  are  to  be  sent 
vp  in  the  black  box,  and  subscryved  be  the  provost  of  Edinburgh,  ther 
preses,  in  name  of  the  borrowes  ;  as  alsoe  to  consider  what  wes  expendit 
by  the  provost  of  Edinburgh  in  the  borrowes  affair  during  the  tyme  he 
wes  at  London,  and  to  appoynt  the  agent  to  pay  the  same  ;  and  to  consider 
if  the  King  shall  be  addressed  anent  the  stop  and  arreist  put  vpon  the 
Scots  effects  at  Campheer  and  if  a  letter  shall  be  written  by  the  comitty 
in  name  of  the  borrowes  to  the  conservator  and  magistrats  of  Campheer 
theranent ;  as  alsoe  the  wollen  manufactorie  with  that  of  the  linnen  in 
caice  the  petition  of  the  royall  borrowes  given  in  to  ther  Majesties  privie 
councill  be  granted. 

1 2.  On  the  supplication  of  Sir  William  Campbell,  the  convention  allowed  Sir  William 
him  "  sex  rex  dollouris  of  supplie."  ^^"^ 

13.  Remitted  to  the  committee  above  mentioned  to  seriously  consider  the  Custome  and 
way  and  method  of  farming  the  customs  and  excise,  and  recommended  the  par- 
ticular burghs  to  report  to  the  committee  whether  or  not  they  will  be  partnerM. 

14.  Fined  all  the  absent  burghs  in  £50  scots  each.  Fines  for 

15.  Remitted   to   the   committee  to  authorise   payment  to  the   servants  for  ^  ^™°^' 

„    ,      ,       ,  1     ,  ,  ,      .         ,      ,  1 •  1,1-    Servants  fees. 

'  wryttmg  of  the  books  and  ther  attendance  during  the  last  parliament  and  this 

present  generall  meeting." 
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Dundee. 
5  July  1692. 

Commis- 
sioners, 


General  Meeting,  held  at  Dundee. 

Edinburgh,  Michaell  Allan,  dean  of  gild,  and  Robert  Inglis,  goldsmith  ; 
Perth,  George  Oliphant ;  Dundie,  Thomas  Mudie  ;  Aberdeen,  Patrick  Gellie  ; 
Stirling,  John  Dick ;  Linlithgow,  William  Higgens ;  St  Andrews,  James 
Smith;  Glasgow,  John  Leckie ;  Air,  John  Moor;  Haddingtoun,  Mr  James 
Lawder  ;  Dysart,  Alexander  Swyntoun  ;  Kirkcaldie,  James  Lnndie  ;  Montross, 
Mr  Robert  Taylzeor  ;  Couper,  Andrew  Glasfoord  ;  Dumfreis,  Robert  Johnstoun ; 
Inverness,  Alexander  DuflF ;  Bruntjsland,  John  Broune  ;  Innerkei thing,  Alex- 
ander Spittell  ;  Kinghorn,  Robert  Bruce  ;  Brichen,  Alexander  Young ;  Ii'ving, 
Mr  Alexander  Cuningham  ;  Jedburgh,  Thomas  Porteous  ;  Kirkcudbright,  John 
Ewart ;  Wigtoun,  William  Coltran  ;  Pittenweem,  George  Smith  ;  Dumfermling, 
William  Wacker  ;  Selkirk.  James  Mitchelhill  ;  Dumbartoun,  Mr  James  SmoUet ; 
Rhenfrew,  Peter  Paterson  ;  Dunbar,  Robert  Kellie  ;  Lanerk,  Robert  Huntar  ; 
Aberbrothock,  William  Auchterlonie  ;  Elgin,  James  Stewart  ;  Peibles,  John 
Tweedie  ;  Carraill,  George  Moncreiff ;  Tayn,  Alexander  Ross  ;  Bamflf,  Alex- 
ander Lesly  ;  Whythorn,  John  M'Candlish  ;  Forfar,  John  Carnegie  ;  Rothesay, 
James  Kelbnrn  ;  Nairn,  Hugh  Ross  ;  Forres,  John  Brodie,  elder  ;  Rutherglen, 
John  Scott ;  CuUen,  John  Ogilvie ;  Lawder,  David  Maitland  ;  Kilrennie, 
Thomas  Peacok  ;  Dingwall,  Donald  Dingwall  ;  Quensferrie,  Thomas  Gourley  ; 
Forterose,  Thomas  Forbes ;  Innerurie,  John  Anderson  ;  Kirkwall,  Hugh 
Craigie  ;  Stanraer,  Patrick  Paterson.     (Thirteen  burghs  absent). 


Prese3. 

Commissions. 

Commissions 
approven. 


Oatb. 

General  com- 
mittee. 


5  July  1692. 

1.  James  Fletcher,  lord  pi-ovost  of  Dundie,  elected  preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions. 

3.  Approved  of  the  whole  commissions,  "  excepting  the  two  commissions  from 
the  burghs  of  Anstruther  Eister  and  Wester  as  being  illegall,  having  ther  com- 
missions from  the  comunity,  they  having  no  magistrats  at  present,  yet  out  of 
favor  they  allow  them  the  priviledge  to  sit  in  the  convention  bot  not  to  vote  ; 
and  as  to  the  commission  from  Northberwick  in  favors  of  Alexander  Stevinson, 
rejects  the  samen  inrespect  he  wes  never  a  recidentor  within  the  said  burgh  nor 
ever  represented  them  in  any  publict  capacity." 

4.  The  whole  members  signed  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  assui-ance. 

5.  Appointed  a  committee  "  to  consider  all  things  that  shall  happen  to  com 
befor  the  convention  and  to  rypen  the  samen  to  ther  consideration." 


6  July  1G92. 

Heads  of  mis-  6.  Continued  and  appointed  to  be  heads  of  next  missive,  articles  referring  to 

sive  contmued.  qualifications  of  commissionei-s,  stopping  monopolies  and  gifts,  bridge  of  Dumbar- 
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ton,  trading  with  unfreemen,  measures  of  Linlithgow,  and  putting  to  execution  Dundee. 
the  act  of  parliament  in  favor  of  royal  burghs.  6  July  1692. 

7  July  1692. 

7.  Instructed  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  burgh  the  sum  of  £150,  disbursed  by  Edinburgh, 
them  several  years  since  in  procuring  the  papers  relating  to  the  Scots  privileges  in  ^'"®'i"'^  papers. 
France. 

8.  The  convention  taking  to  ther  consideration  the  fj^teen  article  of  Act  anent  the 
the  missive  anent  the  overturs  for  curing  of  hering  and  salmond  and  anent  herring°and 
the  goodnes  and  sufEciencie  of  barrells,  as  lykwayes  taking  to  ther  con-  saimond. 
sideration  the  lait  act  of  parliament  anent  the  fisherie  wherby  its  re- 
comended  to  the  lords  of  privie  councill  to  receave  such  overturs  from  the 
royall  borrous  as  may  most  conduce  for  the  better  curing  of  fishes  and  for 
the  profit  and  honor  of  that  trade  and  that  ther  lordships  wold  interpose 
ther  authority  to  the  saids  overturs ;  therfor  the  convention  does  enact  and 
ordane  the  following  particulars  in  relation  to  the  said  trade  of  fishing : — 
First,  that  all  casks  be  made  of  weell  seasoned  knaple  or  oaken  timber  free 
of  all  whyt  wood  or  worm  holls,  the  heads  of  them  dowUed,  the  step  or 
stave  of  a  dew  and  sufiicient  thicknes  of  knaple,  and  if  one  of  staves  that 
non  of  them  be  reft  or  clift,  the  barrell  containing  eight  gallons  and  two 
pynts,  and  to  be  full  hooped,  at  least  in  the  one  end,  with  eight  hoopes 
on  the  other  end.  2d.  Item,  each  royall  burrow  that  makes  casks  for 
export  they  are  to  keep  ane  burning  sale,  and  the  magistrats  or  dean  of 
gild  of  that  place  to  appoynt  ane  honest  couper  for  whom  they  will  be 
answerable  whoe  is  to  view  all  barrells  made  for  export,  and  befor  they  be 
loadned  the  maker  of  the  saids  casks  is  to  put  his  oune  mark  vpon  them, 
and  therefter  to  call  the  visitor  appoynted  by  the  said  toune  whoe  is  to 
try  the  samen,  and  if  sufiicient  to  put  the  publict  sale  vpon  them,  for 
which  the  said  visitor  is  to  have  four  shilling  Scots  for  each  last  from  the 
maker,  and  what  of  the  saids  barrells  are  found  to  be  vnsufiicient  are  to 
be  forfaulted  for  the  vse  of  the  poor,  and  if  the  saids  casks  shall  be  found 
to  be  vnsufficient  efter  the  publict  mark  soe  affixed  the  visitor  is  to  pay 
therfor  sex  pounds  Scots  for  each  last,  and  whatever  cask  shall  be  found 
loaden  for  packing  of  herrings  befor  they  be  visited  and  soe  marked  are 
to  be  seased  as  if  vnsufiicient  and  applyed  for  the  behoof  forsaid.  3d. 
Item,  that  all  herrings  for  export  be  made  with  French  bey  or  Spanish 
2  U 
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DoNDEF.         salt,  and  that  they  be  all  repacked,  weell  filled  and  washed,  excepting  such 

-^ '- — as  goes  to  the  Sound  in  the  foir  end  of  the  year.      4th.  Item,  that  each 

curii^go"     *  royall  burgh  are  to  appoynt  ane  honest  man  of  judgement  in  herrings,  for 
saJmon/"**      whom  they  are  to  be  answerable,  whoe  is  to  visit  all  herrings  exported  out 
of  that  presinct  and  whoe  is  to  have  a  publict  burning  mark  whoe  is  to 
affix  the  samen  vpon  all  whoe  is  found  sufficient,  and  if  any  shall  be  found 
vnsufficient  at  the  said  tryall  then  they  are  to  be  seased  on  and  confiscat 
for  the  vse  forsaid,  and  the  first  buyer  to  have  recourse  vpon  the  maker  or 
curer  of  the  saids  herrings ;  and  if  found  vnsufficient  at  the  port  of  dis- 
charge by  legall  probation  from  that  place  from  the  dean  of  gild  or  mer- 
chant judge  or  the  attestation  vpon  oath  of  the  master  of  the  ship  whoe 
exported  the    samen    and    two    merchants    of  good    fame    declaring    the 
vnsufficiency  therof,  and  that  the  samen  have  bein  throw  the  not  right 
curing  and  making  and  packing  of  the  saids  herrings  at  first,  then   the 
saids   merchant  is   to   have   recourse   for  the  wholl   damnadge  sustained 
throw  the  insufficiencie  therof  of  the  first  maker  and  curer  therof;   for 
the  better  distinguishing  of  the  samen,  all  makers  or  curers  therof  to 
put  ther  oune  mark  by  a  burning  iron  vpon  them  ;  and  whatever  herrings 
are  exported  wanting  the  makers  mark  vpon  them  the  merchant  is  to 
have  noe  recourse  for  any  damnadge,  and  if  shipped   aboard  for  export 
without  the  said  mark  the  visitor  forsaid  hes  power  to  seas  and  confiscat 
the  samen  for  the  vse  forsaid  ;  the  said  visitors  is  to  have  four  shilling 
Scots  for  each  last  from  the  merchant  or  owner  therof.     5th.  Item,  for  the 
better  advancing  of  the  interest  of  salmond  in  all  forraigne  pairts  abroad, 
that  the  magistrats  or  dean  of  gilds  of  each  royall  burgh  may  be  authorized 
to  put  the  acts  of  parliament  in  executione  within  ther  severall  presincts, 
and  that  noe  salmond  may  in  tyme  coming  be  salted,  pyned,  or  cured  for 
export  hot  with  Spanish  or  French  salt.      And  that  the  agent  petition  in 
name  of  the  borrowes  the  secreit  councill  for  approbation  of  this  act,  and 
to   crave   that   the   royall  bon-owes   may  have  power  to   put  this  act  to 
execution  within  the  burghs  of  regalities  and  barronies  and  other  places 
lying  within  ther  presincts,  reserving  alwayes  to  Edinburgh  and  to  any 
other  royall  burgh  ther  gifts  of  jedgerie  as  accords  of  the  law,  reserving 
lykwayes  to  Aberdeen  the  priviledge  of  j  edging  of  salmond  as  accords  of 
the  law. 
retaS^  of  ^^'^'         ^-   The  Convention  taking  to  ther  consideration  how  necessar  it  is  for 

state. 
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the  good  and  interest  of  the  royall  borrowes  that  they  have  the  kyndnes  Dundek. 

and  freindship  of  the  secretars  of  state,  and  seing  that  these  many  years  — ^ ^ 

bypast  persons  of  honor  whoe  wer  in  that  eminent  character  had  estab-  retakes  of 
lished  vpon  them  a  peosion  from  the  royall  borrowes  of  two  thousand  ^'^'^' 
merks  yearly,  therfor  the  convention  revives  all  acts  of  former  conventions 
in  relation  to  the  said  pension,  and  that  in  favores  of  the  two  principall 
secretars  of  state,  and  ordanfes  the  present  agent  and  his  successors  in  his 
office  to  make  payment  to  them  of  the  said  two  thousand  merks  yearly, 
begining  the  first  years  payment  at  the  dait  of  thir  presents  by  way  of 
advance,  and  the  convention  does  heirby  reschind  all  former  acts  of 
borrowes  made  against  granting  pensions  to  the  secretars  and  declares  the 
samen  voyd  and  null  in  all  tyme  coming. 

10.  Ratified  and  approved  of  the  whole  acts  of  the  general  meeting  held  in  Acts  approven. 
February  last. 

11.  Accepted   the  excuses  of  the  burghs  absent  from  last  general  meeting  Exeming 
and  discharged  all    fines  imposed  for    absence  from  conventions  preceding  the  burghs  of  fines, 
present  one. 

1 2.  Ordained  the  agent  to  assist  any  burgh  which  may  be  charged   at  the  Old  broad 
instance  of  Ewan  M'Grigor  in  connection  with  the  manufacture  of  "  old  broad  ^^''^^■ 
cards." 

1 3.  The  convention find  that  the  royall  borrowes  are  not  Linnen  death. 

deficient  in  putting  to  executione  the  saids  acts  within  ther  respective 
jurisdictions,   bot  that  the  trew  cans,  stop,  and  hinderance  why  linnen 

cloath  is  not  of  that  vniversal  breadth  and  soe  sufficiently  wrought  and 
bleitched  as  it  ought  to  be  within  the  shyres  of  the  kingdome,  is  for 
want  of  power  and  jurisdiction  in  the  royall  borrowes  to  execut  the 
saids  acts  within  the  saids  shyres,  and  therfor  authorizes  and  impowers 
the  agent,  by  advyce  of  the  provost  of  Edinburgh,  to  petition  the  lords  of 
secreit  councill  craving  that  ther  lordships  wold  take  some  effectuall  course 
how  the  royall  borrowes  may  be  authorized  and  impowered  to  execut  the 
saids  acts  of  parliament  within  ther  respective  shyres. 

14.  The  convention  declares  that  it  is  and  alwayes  wes  the  meaning  •^"®°*  *'"=*''"'^- 
and  trew  import  of  the  factors  at  Campheer  ther  obleidgements  to  the 

royall  borrowes  that  factors  and  ther  sureties  are  bound  and  obleidged  to 
make  good  and  be  lyable  for  all  the  debts  of  merchants  goods  which  they 
shall  happen  to  sell  belonging  to   the   merchants   ther   constituents,  and 
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DnNDEE.  that  a  factor  cannot  have  power  to  communicat  the  priviledge  of  his 

— — —  factorie  to  any  other  person  by  taking  him  in  copartnery  with  himself 

without  consent  of  the  royall  borrowes. 

11  July  1692. 

Actimpowr-  15.    The   Convention  having  read  and  approven  the  letter  to   his 

reford'^severan  Majestie,  two  letters  to  the  secretars,  a  letter  to  the  toune  of  Campheer, 
letters.  ^^^  ^^^  letter  to  the  conservator,  all  sent  by  the  lait  particular  conven- 

tion which  hes  happened  since  the  last  generall  convention  ;  as  lykwayes 
having  read  and  approven  ane  letter  direct  to  his  Majestie  and  two 
letters  to  the  secretars,  togither  with  ane  letter  from  the  toune  of 
Campheer  to  the  royall  borrowes,  and  ane  letter  from  the  royall  borrowes 
to  them,  as  alsoe  ane  letter  from  the  conservator  with  the  answer  therof, 
all  which  letters  are  direct  to  and  from  this  present  convention,  and 
considering  that  such  a  number  of  letters  are  of  a  great  lentb  and  will 
take  vp  much  tyme  to  insert  them  at  lenth  in  the  borrow  book  befor  the 
subscriptions  of  the  commissionars  of  this  generall  convention,  therfor 
grants  wan-and  to  the  clerk  to  record  all  these  letters  in  the  borrow  book 
efter  the  convention  is  risen,  provyding  alwayes  that  the  clerk  record  the 
wboll  letters  as  they  are  marked  vpon  the  back  by  the  provost  of  Dundie, 
preses  of  this  convention,  declaring  that  the  saids  letters  swa  recorded  in 
the  book  efter  the  subscriptions  of  the  present  commissionars  shall  be 
alse  valeid  and  make  alse  good  faith  as,  if  they  had  been  booked  befor  the 
rysing  of  the  convention. 

Panton,  factor.         \  g  _  Admitted  Robert  Pan  ton,  merchant  in  Aberdeen,  to  be  a  factor  at  the 

staple  port  at  Campheer,  and  received  obligation  of  his  cautioner. 
Hamiltoan,  17.  Agreed  to  the  admission  of  John  Hamilton,  merchant  in  Rotterdam,  to 

^^  °^'  be  a  factor  at  the  staple  port  of  Campheer,  and  remitted  to  a  committee  to  receive 

the  bonds  of  caution. 
Stewart,  jg    Remitted  to  a  committee  to  admit  Gilbert  Stewart,  merchant  in  Dundee, 

at  present  in  Holland,  to  be  a  factor  at  Campheer  on  receiving  the  obligation  of 

his  cautioners. 

12  July  1692. 

Actanentthe  19.   Anent  the  petition  given  in  be   Sir  John  Schaw,  younger  of 

ook'*  °^  <^i^eeii-  Qi-eenock,  mentioning  that  wher  ane  comittie  of  the  convention  of  the 
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royall  borrowes,  at  Candlemas  j™  vj°  and  nynty  one,  having  vnder  ther  Po^f  f  ^■ 
view  the  lait  act  of  parliament  in  ther  favores,  did  wryt  to  the  lords  and 


1  1  c     1        1  1  /.   1  •  1  ^°^  anent  the 

gentlemen  wnoe  wer  masters  ot  the  burghs  of  barromes  and  regalities,  laird  of  Green- 
desyring  them  to  come  or  send  persons  instructed  to  them  for  making  °'^  ' 
proposalls  in  order  to  the  communication  of  trade,  the  petitionar  vpon 
receipt  of  his  letter  with  others  did  come  and  wait  vpon  the  comittie 
and  ther  made  the  offer  efter  mentioned  which  wes  rejected  by  a  single 
vot  in  that  comittie  consisting  of  sex.  In  July  therefter,  the  convention 
of  borrowes  having  mett,  the  petitionar  made  application  to  be  heard 
vpon  the  justice  and  reasonableness  of  his  offer,  which  being  allowed  by 
the  borrowes  he  resumed  his  offer  for  his  toune,  viz.,  that  it  should  pay  a 
proportionable  pairt  of  the  burden  imposed  vpon  the  royall  borrowes  by 
act  of  parliament  effeirand  to  the  trade  of  his  toune,  he  alwayes  having 
a  vote  with  the  borrowes  in  making  vp  of  the  stent  roll,  and  for  that 
effect  the  said  petitionar  desyred  that  the  convention  might  take  the 
same  way  of  tryaU  as  to  the  trade  of  his  toune  that  they  tooke  for  the 
tryall  of  the  burghs  royall.  It  being  asked  at  Greenock  how  his  offer 
could  be  made  effectuall  if  the  borrowes  wer  willing  to  accept  therof,  to 
which  Greenock  answered  that  he  wold  ingadge  himself  for  the  burden 
put  vpon  his  toune  and  to  make  the  offer  effectuall,  the  borrowes  royall 
allowing  him  to  suit  execution  of  the  lait  act  of  parliament  made  in  ther 
favors  in  ther  names  against  such  of  the  inhabitants  of  his  toune  as  did 
trade  and  wold  not  pay  ther  proportion  of  the  stent  to  be  imposed  vpon 
them  for  the  releif  of  the  royall  borrowes  for  which  he  wes  to  vndertake. 
Vpon  this  offer  the  royall  borrowes  wer  pleased  to  appoynt  ane  comittie 
to  meet  with  the  said  petitionar,  John  Anderson  of  Dowhill  being  one, 
and  vpon  the  report  of  the  comittie  Greenocks  offer  being  soe  reasonable 
the  convention  did  allow  to  him  ane  liberty  of  trade  for  his  toune  till  the 
nixt  convention  of  borrows,  yet,  notwithstanding  of  the  forsaid  offer  and 
the  borrowes  liberty  to  Greenock  in  February  last,  the  toune  of  Glasgow 
did  applye  to  ane  comitty  of  the  borrowes  then  sitting  at  Edinburgh  for 
a  warrand  to  secure  some  herrings  that  wer  to  be  exported  by  the  touns- 
men  of  Greenock  and  since  hes  caused  sumond  threttie  or  fourtie  of 
Greenocks  men  at  the  dean  of  gilds  instance  befor  the  comissars  of  Glas- 
gow. In  respect  that  Greenock  is  still  willing  to  adhere  to  the  aforsaid 
offer  and  to  give  his  security  for  what  proportion  of  the  burden  shall  be 
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DnNDEE.         put  vpon  his  toune  as  aforsaid,  and  therfor  craveand  the  convention  to 

12  July  1692.     ^,        \  .  .,  .  ,  re  j       i,        i, 

take  the  premisses  to  ther  consideration,  receave  the  orrer  made    by  tne 

laird  of  Green- said   petitionar,   appoynt  two  of  ther  number  to   consider   the   trade   of 
°°^'  Greenock  that  they  may  report  to  the  conventione   theranent,  and   give 

such  a  reprimand  to  the  toune  of  Glasgow  that  in  tyme  coming  they  may 
know  themselves  to  be  subject  and  not  above  the  generall  convention  of 
the  royall  borrowes;  and  the  said  petitionar  shall  ever  pray.  (Sic  subscrihi- 
tur:)  John  ScHAW.  As  the  petition  bears.  Which  being  considered  be 
the  convention  they  appoynt  the  commissionars  for  the  burghs  of  Perth 
and  Stirling  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Greenock  as  to  ther  trade,  whoe  are  to 
report  against  the  nixt  generall  convention,  at  which  tyme  they  will  take 
the  other  poynts  now  debaited  at  this  convention  to  ther  consideration, 
and  in  the  interim  discharges  the  toune  of  Glasgow,  the  agent,  or  any 
other  burgh,  to  trouble  the  toune  of  Greenock  for  ther  trade  or  to  put 
the  lait  act  of  parliament  in  favours  of  the  royall  borrowes  to  execution 
against  the  inhabitants  of  Greenock,  declaring  all  the  dilligencess  alreadie 
vsed  against  them  by  Glasgow  or  any  other  royall  burgh  to  be  voyd  and 
null  ;  provyding  alwayes  the  said  laird  of  Greenock  be  bound  and 
obleidged  to  make  payment  to  the  royall  borrowes  of  what  proportion  of 
the  taxt  roll  he  shall  be  stented  in  efter  the  said  report,  and  that  the 
said  taxt  commencing  from  the  dait  of  thir  presents  ;  declaring  that  the 
said  laird  of  Greenock  shall  have  his  releif  of  the  said  tax  swa  to  be 
made  from  the  inhabitants  of  Greenock,  and  for  that  effect  impowers  the 
agent  to  concur  with  him  in  obtaining  his  releife  from  all  importers  and 
exporters  of  goods  within  the  said  burgh,  not  excepting  portadge.  Against 
the  granting  of  which  act  in  favores  of  Greenock  the  commissionar  for 
Glasgow  protested  and  took  instruments,  as  lykwayes  the  commissionars 
for  Edinburgh  and  Stirling  disassented  against  the  premisses  in  favores  of 
Greenock. 
TOiSrin-  ^^-  -^"le^*  *^e  supplication  given  in  be  William  Anderson,  soq  to 

derson.  the  deceist  William  Anderson,  lait  provost  of  Glasgow,  craving  that  the 

sex  thousand  merks  which  he  had  payed  to  the  publict  for  a  fyne  as 
being  accessorie  to  the  sending  of  ane  letter  to  King  Charles  the  second 
from  the  borrowes  in  the  year  seventy  four,  and  craving,  seing  the  same 
wes  a  publict  concern  of  the  royall  borrowes,  that  the  said  fyne  should  be 
castcn   proportionally  vpon  the  burghs    and    payed  to  him;   the  which 
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supplication  being  at    lenth  heard,    considered,  and    debaited    amongst  Dundee. 

them,  and  it  being  publictly  declared  befor  the  convention  by  the  com '— 

raissionars  of  Aberdeen  and  Jedburgh  that  ther  burghs  had  payed   ther  wiiUam  An- 

commissionars  whoe  wer  imprisoned  and  fyned  vpon  the  same  accompt,    ^'^°"' 

and  that  the  royall  borrowes   ought   to   be  free  therof,  the  convention 

declares  that  they  are  nowayes  lyable  to  pay  any  pairt  of  the  said  debt 

bot  wes  of  the  oppinion  that  the  samen  ought  to  be  payed  by  the  tonne 

of  Glasgow,  the  petitioners  father  being  commissionar  for  that  burgh,  and 

acted  at  the  convention  as  snch,  and  that  his  actings  ther  wes  approven 

by  ane  act  of  the  toune  of  Glasgow.     For  these  reasons  the  convention 

recomends   the  petitionar  to   the   toune  of  Glasgow  for  payment  of  the 

said  fyne  and  ordanes  the  clerk  of  Glasgow  to  give  him  ane  extract  of  the 

said  act  out  of  the  toun  councill  books  of  Glasgow. 

21.  Appointed  a  committee  to  meet  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  August  and  Committee 
thereafter  as  tliey  may  fix,  with  power  to  receive  the  bonds  of  factors  and  their  appointed. 
cautioners,  to  correspond  with  the  conservator  as  to  the  minister  at  Campheer, 

the  master  of  the  consergerie  house,  and  the  money  belonging  to  the  Scots  poor, 
and  to  consider  anything  relating  to  the  office  of  conservator. 

22.  Authorised  the  provost  of  Edinburgh  and  the  commissioner  for  Dumbar-  Anent  Cro- 
ton  to  commune  with  the  Lord  Viscount  of  Tarbet,  as  to  freeing  the  burghs  of  ™^''*'®- 
the  burden  of  Cromarty's  proportion  of  arrears  of  dues  owing  to  the  public,  and 

if  the  matter  be  not  settled  the  committee  appointed  to  meet  as  to  the  conserva- 
tor's afiairs  are  to  take  such  course  in  the  matter  as  is  fitting. 

13  July  1692. 

23.  Agreed  to  the  admission  of  Thomas  Grahame,  merchant  in  Rotterdam,  to  Giahame,  fao- 
be  a  factor  at  Campheer,  on  the  usual  conditions,  and  bond  of  caution  granted. 

23a.   Ordained  the  agent  "to  petition  the  lords  of  thesaurie,  in  name  of  such  Sums  due  to 
burghs  as  inclyne  to  doe  the  same,  for  payment  of  such  soumes  of  money  as  are    ""^^  ^' 
dew  to  them  vpon  the  accompt  of  his  Majesties  foi-ces." 

24.  John  Buchan,  advocate,  agent  for  the  burghs,  undertook  to  relieve  them  Act  in  favor  of 
of  ten  per  cent,  of  the  King's  cess  and  missive  dues  for  three  years  from  Lammas  Buclian. 
next,  in  consideration  of  which  the  convention  granted  to  him  "  the  sole  and 
universall  power  from  the  dait  of  thir  presentis  which  the  royall  burrowes  hes  in 
executing  the  lait  act  of  parliament  made  in  ther  favores,  of  the  dait  14  June 

1690,  and  of  executing  the  lait  act  of  borrowes,  of  the  dait  10  July  1691,  made 
against  freemen  of  borrowes  tradding  with  vnfriemen  either  in  poynt  of  mer- 
chandise or  shipping,  with  power  to  him  and  his  substituts  for  whom  he  shall  be 
ansuerable  to  put  the  samen  acts  to  full  and  finall  executione  throw  the  wholl 
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Agents  ac- 
compts  ap- 
proven. 

Agent 
gratuity. 
Report  by 
visitors,  tax 
roll  altered. 


Dundee.  ^  royall  borrowes  and  against  unfrie  tradders,  and  generally  with  power  to  the  said 
l_3Julyl692.__  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  communicat  the  benefit  of  trade  during  the  said  space  to  regalities, 
Act  m^favor  of  barronies  and  other  vnfree  places  as  he  thinks  fitt,  and  to  doe  everything  in  rela- 
Buchan!'  tion  to  the  saids  acts  which  the  royall  burrowes  might  have  done  befor  the  dait  of 

thir  presents ;"  with  power  to  apply  the  fines,  penalties,  and  casualties  arising 
under  the  acts  to  his  own  use ;  and  that  for  the  space  of  three  years  from 
the  date  of  this  act,  and  the  arrangement  to  continue  for  two  years  longer  if  he 
thinks  fit;  provided  always  "that  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  royall  burrowes, 
vpon  application  of  burghs  of  baiTonies  and  regalities  and  other  vnfre  places  to 
have  the  priviledge  of  trade  communicat  to  them,  to  receave  and  admit  them 
vpon  such  compositions  as  the  burghs  shall  think  fitt,"  the  benefit  of  the  com- 
position being  paid  to  Buchan. 

14  July  1692. 

25.  Approved  of  the  agent's  accounts  of  disbursements  from  July  1691  to 
July  1692  extending  to  £14,535  12s.  10-r'od.  Scots,  and  ordained  the  burghs  to 
pay  their  proportions. 

26.  Allowed  to  John  Buchan,  agent,  £500  Scots  of  gratuity. 

27.  The  conventione  taking  to  ther  consideratioun  the  eight  article 
of  the  missive  anent  the  report  to  be  made  by  James  Fletcher,  provost  of 
Dundie,  Alexander  Walker,  bailly  in  Aberdeen,  and  John  Moor,  lait  pro- 
vost of  Air,  and  Mr  James  Smollet,  lait  provost  of  Dumbartoun,  commis- 
sionars  appoynted  by  the  last  generall  convention  of  borrowes  in  July  1691 
to  visit  the  wholl  royall  burghs  of  this  kingdome  anent  ther  trade  and 
comon  good,  to  the  effect  ane  impartiall  taxt  roll  might  be  made  out  of 
ther  report,  which  dilligences  and  report  wes  exhibited  by  them  to  the 
convention  in  writ ;  and  lykwayes  the  convention  considering  that  befor 
the  said  report  wes  taken  vnder  ther  cognizance  Mr  John  Buchan,  advo- 
cat,  ther  agent,  did  make  ane  free  and  voluntar  offer  to  the  convention 
that  he  will  vndertake  the  releiving  and  disburdening  of  the  borrowes  of 
ten  pounds  Scots  of  the  100  lib.  of  the  taxt  roll,  both  as  to  what  is  or 
shall  be  dew  to  the  King  for  cess  and  of  the  tenth  pairt  of  the  missive 
dewes,  conforme  to  his  bond  granted  to  them  theranent,  and  conform  to 
the  act  of  borrowes  made  in  his  favores  by  this  present  convention  at  lenth 
contained  in  the  said  bond  and  act,  whervpon  the  convention  demurred 
to  proceed  any  furder  as  to  the  written  report  exhibited  by  the  visitors  bot 
resolved  to  communicat  the  benefit  of  the  said  tenth  pairt  of  the  taxt  roll 
swa  offered  by  the  said  Mr  John  to  such  burghs  as  the  convention  should 
judge  most  deserves  the  same  and  for  that  effected  appoynted  the  commis- 
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sionars  for  Edinburgh  [and  sixteen  other  burghs  to  meet  as  a  committee  Dundee. 
and    divide   the    same ;   the  report  of  which    committee    the  convention  ^ 
adopted  and  altered  the  tax  roll  and  fixed  the  same  as  follows  : — ] 


Tax  roll 
altered. 


18  0 

3  0 

18  4 

10  0 

12  0 

5  0 


Edinburgh         .          .  £32      6      8 

Perth        ...  300 

Dundie     .          .          .  4   13     4 

Aberdeen           .          .  6      10 

Stirling    ...  188 

Linlithgow         .          .  16      0 

St  Andrews       .          .  0   12     0 

Glasgow  .          .          .  15      0     0 

Air.          .          .          .  114 

Haddingtoun     .           .  1    12      0 

Dysart      ...  050 

Kirkcaldie         .          .  2     8      0 

Montross            .          .  2     0     0 

Couper     ...  0 

Anstruther  Eister      .  0 

Dumfreis           .          .  1 

Invernes             .          .  1 

Bruntjsland       .          .  0 

Innerkeithing    .          .  0 

Kinghorn           .          .  0 

Brichen    ...  0 

Irving      ...  0 

Jedburgh            .           .  0 

Kirkcudbright  .          .  0 

Wigtoun            .          .  0 

Pittenweem       .          .  0 

Dumfermling    .          .  0 

Anstruther  Wester    .  0 

Selkirk     ...  0 

Dumbartoun      .          .  0 

Ehenfrew           .          .  0 

Dunbar              .          .  0 

Lanerk     ...  0 

Aberbrothock    .          .  0 

Elgin        ...  1 

And  the  convention  ordanes 

sealled  by  the  publict  seall 
2 


0 
0 


10     0 
17     0 


15  0 

1  0 

12  0 

5  0 

6  0 
10  0 
10  0 

9  0 

3  0 

the  said 

of  the 


Peibles 

Carraill     . 

Tayn 

Culross 

Bamff       . 

Whythorn 

Forfar       . 

Eothesay 

Nairn 

Forres 

Rutherglen 

North  berwick 

Cullen       . 

Lawder     . 

Kilrennie 

Annan 

Lochmaben 

Sancquhar 

Galloway . 

Dingwall . 

Dornoch   . 

Quensferrie 

Forteross 

Kintoir     . 

Inverarie . 

Innerurie 

Week       . 

Kirkwall 

Inverbervie 

Stanraer  . 

Mr  John  Buchan  for 

regalities  and  bar 

ronies  . 
Summa    . 


£0   11 
0     6 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0  12 
0  1 
0     2 

10     0 

100  lib. 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
4 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
4 
0 
0 
0 


report  exhibited  be  the  visitors  to  be  Report  by 
burgh  of  Dundie  and  therefter  to 


I,     visitors. 
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Dundee. 
14. July  1692. 
Tax  roll 
altered. 
Stewart,  fac- 
tor. 

Act  in  favor  of 
Glasgow,  etc. 


Anent  burghs 
not  staying  till 
book  sub- 
scryved. 


Greenook  al- 
lowing visitors 
£20. 

Allowing  Sir 
James  Rocheid 
1000  merks. 


Act  exeiming 

severall 

burghs. 


Servants, 
gratuities. 

Servants  of 
Bundle. 


put  in  the  clerks  hands  to  remain  in  retentin,  to  be  furthcomand  for  tlie 
vse  of  the  royall  borrowes  whenever  they  shall  have  necessarly  adoe  with 
the  saids  reports. 

28.  Agreed  to  the  admission  of  Gilbert  Stewart,  merchant  in  Dundee,  to  be 
a  factor  at  Oampheer  on  the  usual  conditions. 

29.  The  convention  declares  that  whensoever  any  found  shall  happen 
in  favores  of  the  royall  borrowes  wherby  they  maybe  enabled  to  ease  any 
of  thair  members  that  then  the  enshewing  conventions  shall  take  vnder 
ther  speciall  consideration  the  burghs  of  Glasgow,  Dumfreis,  Haddingtoun, 
and  Stanraer,  and  that  they  obtane  ease  of  the  taxt  roll  accordingly  and 
be  first  considered  befor  any  other  royall  burgh  and  eased  as  said  is. 

30.  The  convention  does  declare  and  caused  intimat  to  the  members  of 
the  convention  that  if  any  of  them  shall  withdraw  themselves  and  not 
subscryve  the  borrow  book  that  then  it  shall  be  in  ther  power  to  alter  any 
abaitments  or  eases  that  hes  bein  gott  by  any  of  the  burghs  swa  with- 
drawing as  the  convention  shall  think  fitt,  and  attour  shall  be  holden  as 
absence  and  lyable  to  such  fjmes  as  are  imposed  by  former  conventions 
vpon  absent  burghs. 

31.  Allowed  to  the  commissioners  of  Perth  and  Stirling,  who  are  to  visit 
Greenock,  the  sum  of  £20  stei-ling. 

32.  It  being  represented  to  the  convention  by  some  of  ther  number 
that  thes  twenty  years  last,  ther  clerk.  Sir  James  Rocheid  had  served  the 
interest  of  the  royall  borrowes  faithfully  and  had  received  noe  remunera- 
tioun  for  his  pains  and  service  in  ther  concerns,  therfor  and  in  some 
measure  to  gTatifie  him  vpon  that  accompt  they  ordane  ther  agent,  Mr 
John  Buchan,  to  make  payment  to  the  said  Sir  James  Rocheid  or  his 
order,  the  soume  of  ane  thousand  merks  Scots. 

33.  Granted  exemption  to  the  burghs  of  Wigtoun,  Dingwall,  Forterose, 
Forres,  Tayn,  Kirkwall,  Nairn,  Eothesay,  Stranraer,  Sanquhar,  Kilrennie, 
Kintoir,  Innerurie,  Inverbervy,  Whythorn,  Kirkcudbright,  Eutherglen,  and 
Innerarie,  from  appearing  at  conventions  for  the  space  of  three  years  unless 
specially  required. 

34.  Allowed  to  Henry  Kinloch  £15  sterling  and  to  James  Nasmeth  £5  ster- 
ling as  gratuities  over  and  above  their  yearly  salaries. 

35.  Allowed  £20  sterling  to  the  public  servants  of  Dundee  in  consideration 
of  their  "kind  and  ready  seiwice.'' 
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36.  Allowed  to  Andrew  and  George  Moncur,  burgh  officers,  "for  ther  extra-  Dundee. 
ordinar  pains  at  this  convention,"  £250,  in  addition  to   George's  yearly  salary  ;         ^^  ^      ' 
to  "  Sir  William  Campbell  sex  rex  dollars,  and  to  the  agent's  man  ten  rex  dollars."  ^'"^^' 

37.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  Alexander  Dunlop,  clerk  to  the  burgh  rolls,  Alexander 
£60  Scots.  °™l°P- 

38.  Granted  to  the  commissioners  of  Anstruthers  Easter  and  Wester  power  to  Anstruther 
vote  at  this  time  in  the  alteration  of  the  tax  roll  notwithstanding  the  third  act  of  Wester™ 
this  convention,  but  this  not  to  form  a  precedent. 

39.  It  being  represented  to  the  convention  by  the  commissioner  for  An*struther 
the  burgh  of  Anstruther  Eister  that  ther  wes  ane  action  of  reduction  and  Eister. 
improbation  of  all  ther  comon  good  at  the  instance  of  Sir  Philip  An- 
struther, which  persuit  is  of  soe  dangerous  a  consequence  that  if  he  prevaill 
the  burgh  will  be  rendered  altogether  uncapable  for  ever  to  injoy  the 
priviledge  of  a  royall  burgh,  and  therfor  craved  that  Mr  John  Buchan, 
agent,  might  be  impowred  to  assist  them  in  defence  of  the  said  persuit 
vpon  the  borrowes  charges,  the  convention  not  being  willing  to  engadge 
in  ther  defence  rashly  without  previous  tryall  of  the  natur  of  the  persuit 
and  of  the  persewars  pretences,  does  therfor  remit  the  samen  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  provost  of  Edinburgh  and  the  commissionar  for  Dumbar- 
toun  to  speak  and  comon  with  the  said  Sir  Philip  thereanent  and  therefter 
to  take  such  course  thairin  as  they  shall  sie  caus,  with  power  to  them 
to  ordor  the  agent  to  be  concerned  thairin  as  they  think  just. 

40.  The  convention  unlawed  the  burghs  absent  in  £100  Scots  each.  Absents  fyned. 

15  July  1692. 

41.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  the  next  general  convention  T^issolving 
to  be  held  at  Ediaburgh  in  July  next. 

42.  John  Buchan  produced  his  bond  for  relieving  the  burghs  of  the  tenth  Buchan,  bond. 
part  of  the  tax  roll. 

FoLLOWES  the  Letters,  appointed  to  be  recorded  by  the  15  th  act  of  last 

general  convention. 

May  it  pleas  your  Sacred  Majestie,  ,  ^^    ^  ^. 

J  r  •/  ,.,  Ill  Letter  to  his 

Interest  alse  weel  as  dewtie  does  tye  your  royall  borrowes  to  a  mor  Majestie. 
immediat  dependance  vpon  that  royall  authoritie  which  gave  them  both 
ther  being  and  priviledges.      Wee  have  a  late  instance  of  your  Majesties 
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Dundee.  royall  care  of  us  in  the  project  for  setling  a  lining  manufactorie  in  this 

'^'^— '——  kingdome  by  Inglish  hands,  as  it  does  threatten  the  prejudice  of  our  state 

M^jestie.         in  particular  see  the  adjusting  of  it  wold  requyre  the  wisdome  of  the  par- 
liament as  being  the  generall  concern  of  the  nation. 

Severall  of  our  merchants  have  applyed  to  us  humbly  to  address  your 
Majestie  that  yow  wold  be  graciouslie  pleased  to  caus  remove  ane  arreist 
of  ther  effects  by  the  magistrats  of  Campheer  vpon  alledged  breatch  of 
contract,  which  in  tyme  of  war  cannot  possiblie  be  dewlie  observed  but  by 
ther  furnishing  necessar  and  reddie  convoyes,  in  which  event  wee  purpose 
to  hold  the  contract  stable.  Great  Sir,  wee  doe  earnestly  beseech 
Almighty  God  to  vouchafe  his  best  blessings  on  your  Majesties  sacred 
person  and  government  and  that  his  divyn  hand  may  give  succes  to  your 
armes  which  shall  ever  be  the  prayer  of,  may  it  pleas  your  sacred  Majestie, 
[etc.]  {Sic,  subr)  Ard.  Mure,  P.     Edinburgh  the  19  April  1692. 

ri^ht  honOTa-^  ^^  Lord, — The  royall  borrowes  conveined  in  February  last  to  deliberat 

bill  the  Maister  ypon  the  project  of  the  lining  manufactory  did  conclud  it  most  prejudiciall 
pal  secr'etar  of  to  ther  state,  and  towards  the  improving  of  that  manufactory  did  apply  to 
k'iu*gdom  o/  t^6  lords  of  ther  Majesties  privie  councill  humblie  supplicating  that  ther 
Scotland.  lordships  wold  be  pleased  to  revive  these  acts  of  parliament  appoynting 
the  breadth  and  lenth  of  the  pices  of  the  linning  cloath,  and  therin  offered 
that  not  only  in  ther  respective  jurisdictions  they  should  take  care  to  have 
these  acts  observed  bot  if  ther  lordships  wer  pleased  to  conjoyn  them 
with  shirriflFes  or  ther  deputs,  baillies  of  regalities  and  ther  deputs,  that 
they  wold  concur  with  them  that  the  manufactorie  might  be  regulat 
efi'ectuallie  over  the  wholl  nation,  being  convinced  that  if  these  measurs  be 
not  speedely  taken  ther  nighbours  may  come  to  outdoe  them.  We  have 
hitherto  waited  ane  returne  to  it  bot  the  committie  of  borrowes  ordered 
to  attend  it  judge  they  cannot  be  accomptable  to  the  borrowes  to  delay 
any  longer  the  addressing  his  Majestie  vpon  that  project ;  as  alsoe  that  he 
wold  be  graciously  pleased  to  interpose  for  removing  tbearreists  put  vpon 
the  effects  of  severall  of  our  merchants  at  Campheer  by  ther  magistrats 
which  as  yet  does  continow,  to  ther  great  prejudice,  for  ane  alleidged 
breatch  of  contract  which  in  tyme  of  war  cannot  in  all  its  punctilioes  be 
got  observed,  as  yow  will  perceave  by  what  we  have  writt  to  his  Majestie. 
Wee  are  bold  to  leave  these  two  immediat  concerns  of  the  borrowes  to 
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your  wyse  conduct,  and  wee  alsoe  humbly  inti-eat  that  your  lordship  may  Dundee. 
be  pleased  to  interess  your  self  in  such  of  ther  affaires  as  at  any  tyme  Letter  for  the 
requyre  your  favor  and  assistance,  which  will  exceedingly  add  to  the  former  Maister  of 
obligations  yow  have  put  on  us  and  obleidge  us  to  continow  vnder  the  dew 
sense  of  them.      Signed  by,  [etc.].      Edinburgh,  19  April  1692. 

My  Lord, — Wee  doe  heartielie  congratulat  your  advancement  which  Letter  for  the 
we  are  perswaded  will  be  ane  advantadge  mor  nationall  to  us  then  peculiar  "^i  james™ 
to  your  self.     Ye  will  sie  by  this  how  airly  wee  adventur  to  give  yow  Johnston, 

''  .  '^        _  -^  ,  a  J  esquire,  princi- 

trouble  without  any  other  apologie  then  that  it  concerns  your  oune  native  pal  secretar  of 
countrie.  Wee  doubt  not  bot  ye  have  heard  of  a  designe  that  some  par-  kiugdome  of 
ticular  merchants  at  London  had  to  sett  vp  a  linning  manufactory,  or  rather  Scotiaaid. 
monopoly,  in  this  kingdome,  which  wold  have  ruined  us  and  prejudged  a 
great  deall  mor  whose  rents  arryse  to  them  from  the  product  of  linning 
cloath.  This  designe  it  pleased  his  Majestie  to  delay,  and  wee  hop  from 
what  wes  offered  by  us  against  it  the  thing  may  be  over.  Wee  judge  it 
not  fit  to  be  too  secure,  and  therfor  we  doe  by  this  address  your  lordship, 
that  if  any  such  motion  shall  be  againe  renued  yow  will  be  pleased  to 
make  it  knowen  to  us  and  use  your  endeavours  with  his  Majestie  to  stop 
in  the  meantyme  till  wee  be  fullie  heard  vpon  it.  Your  lordship  shall 
further  know  that  the  toun  of  Campheer,  which  is  our  staple  port,  have 
most  unjustlie,  vpon  some  pretence  of  a  breatch  on  our  pairt  of  the  con- 
tract anent  the  staple,  arreisted  a  great  deall  of  Scots  effects  in  Campheer, 
to  the  very  great  prejudice  of  severall  of  our  merchants.  This  is  the 
hardest  deaUing  can  be,  considering  that  wee  have  given  noe  provocation, 
and  albeit  that  might  be  pretended  wee  think  they  are  sufficiently  pro- 
vyded  to  a  remedie  by  our  being  boxmd  in  a  contract,  especiallie  now  when 
wee  are  under  one  King  whoe  can  command  the  performance  of  mutuall 
justice  betuixt  us,  soe  we  most  recomend  it  to  your  lordship  to  take 
your  oune  prudent  way  with  these  people  of  Campheer  that  they  may 
remove  ther  arreistment  without  further  hearing. 

My  Lord,  we  are  very  hopfuU  your  lordship  will  oune  us  in  these  and 
all  our  other  concerns,  which  we  shall  cairfuUy  make  knouen  as  they 
emerge,  and  we  shall  endeavor  to  show  a  dewtiefull  resentment  vpon  all 
occasions.  This,  in  name  of  the  royall  borrowes,  is  signed  by  [etc.]. 
Edinburgh,  19  Apryll  1692. 
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J™T692  ^^  Lords, — Wee  are  exceedinglie  surprysed  by  your  last  letter  to  us 

Letter  for  the  ^ulierby  yow  are  pleased  to  insinuat  that  a  breatch  is  made  vpon  our  pairt 
risht  honor-  of  that  Contract  betuixt  your  toune  and  us,  and  we  vnderstand  that  some 
tratsofCani-  privat  persons  resident  with  yow  have  bein  active  to  foment  this  matter, 
P'"^'*^'  and  yow  have  soe  far  proceeded  vpon  this  groundles  mistake  as  to  arreist 

the  effects  of  severall  Scots  merchants.  Wee  most  tell  yow  that  this  is 
aue  other  kynd  of  treatment  then  wee  expected,  for  as  we  are  readie  vpon 
the  one  hand  to  vindicat  our  selves  of  all  these  aspersions,  and  that  our 
acts  and  letters  are  all  of  one  piece  and  not  contradictorie  as  your  letter 
does  import,  soe  wee  think  ye  are  sufficiently  secure  in  aU  events  by  our 
being  bound  in  a  contract  with  yow  to  get  reparation  in  any  thing  that 
can  be  pretended,  without  the  necessity  of  falling  vpon  and  seasing  privat 
mens  goods  against  whom  nothing  can  be  said,  besyds  that,  blessed  be 
God,  wee  are  vnder  the  protection  of  a  gracious  Prince  whoe  will  take  care 
each  performe  conditions  to  other.  It  is  our  opinion  that  the  sooner  these 
arreistments  yow  have  laid  on  be  removed  it  will  soe  much  alieviat  the 
prejudice  that  is  taken  vp  by  some  of  our  members  ;  and  in  the  mean 
tyme,  for  vindicating  the  honor  of  the  royall  borrowes,  ye  may  be  confi- 
dent that  wee  will  readilie  performe  our  pairts  of  that  staple  contract,  yow 
being  reciprocall  in  the  matter  soe  that  yow  may  spare  the  taking  vp  of 
any  jealousie  against  us  untill  yow  have  better  grounds,  for  as  we  never 
meaned  to  violat  the  faith  we  have  pledged  soe  wee  are  sorie  that  any- 
thing should  prevaill  with  yow  to  suspect  us  ;  and  if  any  Scots  ships  have 
without  our  knowledge  or  allowance  passed  your  port,  except  in  the  caices 
of  inevitable  necessity,  wee  shall  readilie,  vpon  the  dilation  of  them,  doe 
justice  against  the  ouners  or  in  anything  els  repair  yow  wherin  ye  shall 
instruct  your  selves  lesed  by  us  ;  and  this  we  both  think  and  hop  may 
give  yow  satisfaction  except  yow  resolve  to  break  up  all  correspondance. 
Wee  are  confident  our  conservator  will  give  yow  noe  just  ground  of  offence, 
or  if  he  does  it  shall  be  taken  to  our  consideration  efter  we  have  heard 
both  pairties  vpon  it.  Wee  vnderstand  the  conservator  to  be  of  a  temper 
mor  readie  to  obleidge  then  offend,  and  wee  could  wish  and  doe  very 
much  desyre  that  ther  may  be  noe  mistake  betuixt  yow  and  him  but  that 
matters  amongst  all  of  us  may  runn  in  the  old  channell  of  love  and 
freindship  as  it  hath  been  keeped  vp  by  our  predicessors.  This  in  name 
of  the  burrows  is  signed  by,  my  lords  [etc].      Edinburgh  19  Apryll  1692. 
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My  Lord  Conservator, — Wee  are  very  sensible  of  your  singular  care  in  Dundee. 

all  the  affaires  relating  to  us  under  your  trust,  and  whatever  insinuations  — — ^-^ 

may  be  made  to  the  contrare  shall  not  perswad   us  to  make  the  least  Andrew  Ken- 
question  of  your  sinceritie  and  dilligence.      Wee  think  the  magistrats  of  ^^^ "oSran- 
Campheer  have  dealt  hardlie  with  us  and  soe  as  to  make  ther  contract  of  servator  of  the 
a  short  endurance.     Wee  have  written  to  the  King  and  both  the  secre-  ledp-es  in  the 
taries  about  it,  and  have    sent  the    inclosed  to  them  which  ye  will  be  Netherlands. 
pleased  to  delyver,  and  that  yow  may  know  the  contents  wee  have  given 
yow  a  just  double.      Wee  are  confident  that  if  they  demur  in  the  least  to 
loose  ther  arreistments  the  King  will  be  concerned  to  doe  it  and  then  we 
shall  know  to  whom  wee  owe  the  favor.    Meantyme  wee  desyre  ye  may  caus 
cite  Mr  Gordoun  befor  the  nixt  generall  convention  for  we  vnderstand  he  hes 
been  noe  good  instrument.      It  will  be  necessar  that  he  appear  befor  us 
to  make  compt  for  what  Scots  effects  he  hes  had  and  to  renew  his  caution 
becaus  Provost  Gordoun  of  Aberdeen  whoe  wes  hes  last  cautionar  is  now 
dead.    Wee  approve  what  ye  did  in  the  matter  of  that  protest  against  him, 
and  wee  resolve  to  let  any  man  know  that  disobleidges  yow  in  the  exer- 
cise of  your  trust  that  we  most  be  pairties.      You  may  let  the  toune  of 
Campheer  know  that  wee  are  sufficiently  resolved  to  doe  them  justice  but 
can  never  be  satisfied   to   think  vpon  them  without  grudge  soe   long  as 
they  oppress  particular  persons  whoe  are  not   concerned  vpon  our  pre- 
tended breatch.    Wee  have  nothiiig  more  to  say  in  particular  but  that  wee 
doe  remit  what  concerns  our  merchants  to  your  care  and  justice  and  yow 
shall  find  us  readie  vpon  all  occasions  to  give  a  dew  resentment  of  your 
respects  towards  us.      This  in  name  of  the  royall  borrowes  is  signed   by 
[etc. J,  Ard.  Mure,  P.      Edinburgh  19  Apryll  1692. 

Folio  wes  the  letter  from  his  sacred  Majestic  to  the  royall  borrowes. 

To  our  right  trustie  and  weell  beloved,  the  commissionars  of  our  Letter  from  his 
royall  borrowes  of  our  ancient  kingdom  of  Scotland.     Sic  suprascribitur  royaii  bor- 
WiLLiAM,  R, — Right  trusty  and  weell  beloved  wee  great  yow  weell.    Wee  ™'^^' 
are  weell  satisfied   with  that  dewtifull  sence   yow  expres  in  yours  of  the 
19  th  of  Apryll  last  of  the  interest  of  our  royall  borrowes  to  have  a  mor 
immediat  and  particular  dependauce  on  the  croune.      That  state  hath 
alreadie  receaved    considerable    marks   of   our  favor  and  wee  doe  expect 
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jT^1692        from  our  royall  borrowes  a  singular  readiness  on  all  occasions  for  our 
.rri — z — ^  service  and  care  to  manadge  and  promove  trade  which   may  increase  the 

Letter  from  has    .  .  .  . 

Majestie  to  the  riches  of  the  whoU  kingdom  and  of  that  estate  in  particular.  Yow 
rows.  °^  need  not  apprehend  that  wee  will  grant  any  patents  or  erections  to  the 
prejudice  or  monopolizing  of  the  trade  or  manufacture  of  that  our  ancient 
kingdome,  or  to  discouradge  our  royall  borrowes  or  other  subjects  ther. 
Wee  recomend  to  yow  the  improvement  of  your  meettings  for  the  use 
they  wer  designed  to  fall  vpon  some  effectuall  measures  for  the  advance- 
ment of  the  trade  and  manufacture  of  the  kingdom  in  which  yow  may 
assure  your  selves  of  our  protection  and  assistance.  The  publict  faith 
of  the  burrows  obleidges  yow  to  be  exact  in  keeping  the  staple  port  and 
performing  all  the  articles  of  the  contract  betwixt  yow  and  the  toune  of 
Campheir.  Wee  have  interposed  with  that  toune  to  take  off  the  arreist 
they  have  laid  vpon  your  effects  ther  that  the  failours  which  may  be 
committed  hitherto  by  either  pairtie  may  be  past  over,  and  that  for  the 
futur  both  yow  and  they  may  observe  the  contract  in  every  poynt,  that 
they  may  provyd  sufiScient  convoyes  for  the  securitie  of  the  ships  during 
the  war  at  such  seasons  as  they  and  our  conservator  and  resident  shall 
aggree,  in  which  he  will  advyse  with  yow,  and  yow  are  to  intimat  to 
your  inhabitants  to  have  ther  ships  ready  to  saill  with  the  convoyes  at 
these  fixed  dyets  soe  as  the  trade  may  be  secure  and  the  convoyes  may 
not  come  in  vain  to  yow,  which  wee  judge  may  prevent  any  mistakes 
betuixt  yow  in  tyme  coming.  And  soe  wee  bid  yow  heartilie  fareweell. 
Given  at  our  campt  att  Bethlem  near  Lovan  the  |§  dayes  of  May  1692 
years  and  of  our  reigne  the  fourth  year.  By  his  Majesties  command. 
Sic  subscribitur  :  Jo  Dai,rtmple. 

ro*aUh^?S*3  ^^^  ^*  P^®^  ^°^^  sacred  Majestie, — Your  gracious  letter  having  com 
in  answer  to  to  US  at  the  Opening  of  our  convention  did  exceedinglie  animat  and 
MljTsfe  let-  incouradge  us,  and  wee  doe  with  all  sinceritie  and  thankfulnes  bliss  and 
adore  the  divyne  providence  for  the  protection  and  safetie  and  many  other 
rich  blessings  wee  doe  injoy  vnder  your  Majesties  government  and  for 
which  wee  judge  it  both  our  dewty  and  interest  to  extend  ourselves  to 
the  utmost  vpon  all  occasions  for  your  Majesties  service. 

Wee  doe  lykwayes  with  all  humilitie  and  thankfulness  acknowledge 
that  we  have  received  many  singular  marks  by  your  royall  bountie  and 


ter, 
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favor,  and  especiallie  at  this  tyme  when  your  Maiestie  is  imployed  in  the  Dundek. 
great  and  weightie  affaires  of  Ewrop  your  Majestie  hes  bein  graciously 


pleased  to  take  notice  of  our  particular  concerns  in  putting  a  stopt  to  the  the  royeii  bor- 
designe  of  monopolizing  our  trade  of  linnen.      "Wee  sail  in  obedience  to  ™virto  htr 
your  Majesties  commands  endeavour  by  all  possible  means  to  improve  and  ^aored  Majes- 
advance  that  and  all  vther  manufactories  amongst  ourselves  wherin  we  can 
propose  noe  impediment  seing  wee  have  the  assurance  of  your  royall  pro- 
tection and  assistance. 

Wee  are  furder  most  sensible  of  your  Majesties  care  of  us  in  taking 
of  these  arreists  laid  on  the  Scots  effects  at  Campheer.  Wee  are  resolved 
vpon  our  pairt  most  inviolable  to  observe  your  royal  commands  anent  the 
observance  of  the  staple  contract  and  to  give  the  toune  of  Campheer  such 
tjrmeous  intimations  as  may  serve  for  ther  sending  us  necessary  convoyes 
and  to  correspond  with  them  and  the  conservator  thairanent. 

Wee  return  your  Majestie  our  most  humble  and  hearty  thanks  for 
these  great  expressions  of  your  royall  bounty  towards  us,  and  that  the 
Almighty  God  may  power  furth  his  best  blissings  vpon  your  sacred 
person  and  government  and  vouchaf  your  Majestie  great  succes  and 
victory  over  all  your  enemies  is  and  shall  be  the  prayer  of,  may  it  pleas 
your  sacred  Majesty,  [etc.]     Dundie  15  July  1692. 

My  Lord — The  royall  borrowes  are  extreamelie  sensible  of  your  care  Letters  for  the 

1  r>         T  rm  1  •       ^  ^  f  t  ■     tlt    •        •     ''K^^ honorable 

and  concern   tor  them.      i hey  have   received   a  letter   irom    his  Majestie  the  Maister  of 
which  contains  many  expressions  of  his  royall  bounty  and  favor  and  haue  jamerjohn- 
re turned  to  his  Majestie  ther  humble  answer  which  they  desyre  to  be  ad-  s'°"'  esquire, 

.  ^  .  J  xi  principall  sec- 

dressed  to  him  by  your  lordship.  retanes  of  state 

The  convention  hes  at  this  meetting  in  pairt  considered  ther  dewty  ^om  of  Soot- 
to  your  lordship  and  are  all  convinced  that  they  owe  very  much  vnto  '^"'l- 
your  favor,  and  resolves   to   haue  ane  immediat   dependance  vpon  your 
lordship    as   to  what    may   emerge   for    the    futur.       They  doe    htimblie 
expect  your  lordship  will  continow  to  patronize  and  assist  them  and  will 
alvvayes  retaine  the  sence  that  it  is  ther  dewty  to  be,  my  lord,  [etc.] 
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Juiv'i6t2  Followes  the  letter  which  wes  sent  from  the  magistrats  of  Campheer  to 

the  royall  borrowes  and  is  translated  out  of  Dutch  into  Inglish. 

Letter  from  Noble   and  worshipfuU   Lords — Wee   have  receiued   your   lordships 

the  magistrate       .     .  '^  .  .  "^  ■■■ 

of  Campheerto  missive  dated  the  26th  Apryl]  1692  and  signed,  in  name  of  the  borrowes, 
rowes!^^  ""^  -A-rd.  Mure,  wherby  your  lordships  amongs  vther  things  declare  ye  are 
readie  to  follow  and  fulfill  the  staple  contract  in  all  its  articles,  to  forgett 
the  mistaks  that  hes  fallen  out  betuixt  your  lordships  and  us,  and  that 
the  old  freindship  and  good  correspondence  should  be  renewed  and  main- 
tained, wee  on  the  other  pairt  doeing  the  lyke,  which  suposed  differences 
his  Majestie  of  Great  Brittan,  our  lord  and  marques,  will  have  taken 
away,  and  accordingly  acquented  us  by  missive  dait  the  27  May  1692 
that  his  Majestie  had  thought  good  to  wryt  to  your  lordships  and  us  that 
all  abusses  which  have  hither  bein  done  should  be  holden  as  if  they  had 
not  bein  done,  and  forgiven  on  both  syds,  and  that  hencfurth  the  agree- 
ment made  betuixt  your  lordships  and  us  should  be  observed  in  all  the 
poynts  and  articles  therof,  and  that  the  arreist  laid  on  the  Scots  goods 
should  be  taken  of ;  which  missives,  alse  weell  that  of  his  Majestie  as  of 
your  lordships,  with  what  are  therin  contained  wer  very  acceptable  unto 
us,  and  as  your  lordships  are  willing  to  forget  the  misunderstandings  that 
haue  arisen  betwixt  us  and  to  entertaine  the  old  freindship  soe  wee 
declare  with  heart  and  mouth  that  the  same  is  not  only  acceptable  unto 
us  but  we  will  fullie  assur  your  lordships  that  wee  on  our  pairt  shall  noe 
mor  remember  the  differences  which  have  fallen  out  but  on  the  contrair 
shall  participat  with  your  lordships  in  keeping  vp  all  the  old  freindship 
betuixt  the  borrowes  and  this  government.  Be  assured  that  we  shall 
contribut  all  wee  are  obleidged  to  for  mentaining  the  staple  contract. 
Wee  have  alsoe  further  spoken  with  the  lord  conservator  concerning  the 
contract  and  debaits  therabout  whoe  hath  promised  to  us  to  doe  all  what 
wes  in  his  power  for  the  observing  and  causing  to  be  observed  the  staple 
contract,  vpon  whose  promise  and  your  lordships  satisfaction  given  and 
the  desyre  of  his  Majestie  wee  have  this  day  taken  of  the  arreist.  Wee 
will  assure  your  lordships  that  nothing  vther  as  a  good  harmonie  with 
the  borrowes  and  the  lord  conservator  shall  be  established  by  us  which 
wee  hop  to  sie  alsoe  from  your  lordships  and  the  lord  conservator,  with 
which  we  recomend  your  lordships  worshipfuU  persons  and  government 
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to  Gods  providence  and  shall  always  remain,  noble  and  worshipful!  lords,  Dundee. 

[etc.]     In  absence  of  the  clerk,  signed,   Peter  Naelhout.      Campheer  "^"'^  ^^^^' 

18  June  1692. 

My  lords, — Wee  received  yours  which  coming  to  our  hands  at  the  Letter  from 
sitting  of  our  generall  convention  in   July  wes   communicat    to  all  our  ro^ermrns'^er 
members  vi'hoe  wer  all  weell   satisfied  to  know  that  former  mistakes  and  ?"  ^"^^ ^'.Ssis- 

]■££■  1  •  1         -ITT  trats  of  Cam- 

dinerences  betuixt  yow  and  us  are  removed.  Wee  doe  heartilie  simpa-  pheer's  letter. 
thize  with  yow  in  forgetting  what  is  past  of  that  kynd  and  in  our 
resolutions  for  the  futur  to  intertaine  the  old  freindship  and  correspon- 
dence ;  and  now  seing  the  Kings  Majestie  hes  bein  graciously  pleased  to 
interpose  his  royall  comands  wee  are  confident  that  as  wee  esteem  our- 
selves bound  in  dewty  to  observe  the  samen  soe  your  lordships  will  be 
guilty  of  noe  failour  vpon  your  pairt,  and  in  prosecution  of  the  bussines 
wee  have  thought  fitt  to  acquent  yow  that  it  is  the  desyre  of  the  convention 
that  yow  may  send  two  sufficient  convoyes,  not  vnder  threttie  guns  apice, 
twyse  in  the  year,  to  attend  twenty  dayes  in  the  road  of  Leith,  the  first 
against  the  midle  of  September  and  the  other  against  the  midle  of  March, 
yearly,  commencing  your  first  convoy  against  the  midle  of  September  nixt, 
and  soe  to  continow  ;  as  alsoe  wee  desyre  that  when  our  fleet  is  reddy  to 
come  of  that  yow  have  such  sufficient  convoyes  as  are  abovementioned 
reddy  to  return  back  hither  with  our  ships,  and  wee  shall  endeavour  to 
have  our  fleet  in  readines  to  goe  alongest  with  your  convoyes.  Wee 
shall  alsoe  endeavour  inviolablie  to  observe  the  whoU  remanent  pairts  of 
the  contract  betuixt  yow  and  us  and  have  written  to  tlie  lord  conservator 
that  he  may  be  carefull  to  sie  every  thing  rightly  and  equally  adjusted 
betuixt  us.  Wee  have  nothing  further  to  say  bot  to  wish  all  welfar  and 
prosperity  to  your  persons  and  government  and  to  assure  yow  that  vpon 
all  occasions  wee  will  readilie  approve  ourselves,  my  lords,  [etc.j  Sic 
subscribitwr  :  J  A..  Fletcher,  P.     Dundie  15  July  1692. 

Followes  the  letter  sent  from  the  conservator  to  the  royall  borrowes. 

Right  honorable,  right  worshipfull,  and  right  worthie, — Your  honours  Letter  from 
kynd  and   obleidging  letter,  daited  Apryll  26,  signed  by  your  prases,  Sirtort'othr 
Archbald  [Mure]  of  Thorntonn,  my  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  cam  not  to  "J^g"  ^""'" 
hand  till  June  i,  and  efter  that  1  had  returned  from  the  King  at  tlie  camp, 
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and  had  obtained  his  Majesties  answer  to  your  honors  letter  of  the  1 9  of 
Apryll ;  as  alsoe  a  very  favorable  letter  from  his  Majestic  to  the  toune  of 
Campheer  requyring  them  to  take  off  the  arreist,  the  delyverie  of  which 
being  committed  to  my  care  ;  as  lykwayes  your  honours  letter  to  the 
toune  of  Campheer  quhich  wes  inclosed  in  myn.  The  magistrats  of 
Campheer  received  both  with  all  dewtiefull  respect,  and  yesterday,  by  ther 
publict  act,  did  take  off  the  arreist  and  personally  by  word  of  mouth  did 
intimat  the  same  to  William  Gordoun.  Right  honorable,  I  yet  stay  heer 
for  the  extract  of  ther  act  that  all  may  be  sure,  as  lykwayes  for  a " 
declaration  that  now  they  have  come  to  have  the  possession  in  ther  hands 
of  two  perpetuall  obligations  belonging  to  the  poor  of  the  staple  congrega- 
tion, the  one  being  for  400  lib.  and  the  other  for  300  lib.,  Fleemish,  for 
which  principall  and  annual  rents  dew  thervpon  they  have  promised  to 
give  me  ther  declarations  they  are  and  shall  be  comptable ;  and,  right 
honorable,  I  intreat  ye  will  be  pleased  to  let  me  farther  vnderstand  what 
mor  I  should  doe  thairin.  Right  honorable,  his  Majestie  is  highly  con- 
cerned for  the  royall  borrowes,  and  withall  is  very  desirous  that  ye  would 
caus  the  contract  with  the  toune  of  Campheer  to  be  exactlie  observed,  in 
ordor  to  quhich  I  am  most  ready  to  obey  your  directions,  and  the 
magistrats  of  Campheer  and  I  have  agreed  that  they  shall  send  a  suffi- 
cient convoy  to  Leith  road  against  the  20  of  September  nixt,  in  our  stile, 
that  all  ships  whoe  carry  staple  goods  may  be  acquented  to  be  in  readines 
and  to  carry  ther  staple  goods,  to  the  port  of  Campheer  and  not  to  goe 
any  wher  els.  If  your  honors  think  not  this  a  fit  season,  betuixt  and  that 
tyme  ye  may  advyse  me  how  yow  would  have  it  altered,  as  alsoe  to  what 
other  fixed  dyets  for  sending  of  convoyes  your  honors  shall  judge  most 
convenient  for  the  advantadge  of  trade  ;  and,  right  honorable,  by  all  means 
I  shall  endeavour  my  outmost  to  answer  my  trust  and  the  good  oppinion 
your  honors  in  yours  are  pleased  to  expres  of  me. 

Right  honorable,  the  staple  cannot  be  dewlie  keept without  legallie  estab- 
lished factors  whoe  have  found  sufficient  caution  and  are  admitted  according 
to  law.  Ther  are  non  soe  qualified  at  present,  either  in  Zealand  or  Holland. 
Your  honors  by  your  act  of  the  17  of  July  last,  intituled  Concerning 
factors,  took  care  to  provyd  for  the  interim  till  your  nixt  generall 
convention,  soe  that  act  in  it  self  expyres  in  July  nixt,  and  nothing  wes 
done  thervpon,  the  interruption  of  the  staple  by  the  arreist  discouraging 
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all  from  entering  factors,  wherfor  I  intreat  your  honors  may  be  pleased  to  Dundee. 

renew  and  enlarge  your  former  act  as  ye  think  iitt  that  I  may  be  in  capacity  JLZ '. 

to  serve  the  nation  and   the  staple.      As  also,  I  intreat  that  a  comittie  ae^co/ser™.- 
with  whom  I  may  correspond  not  only  as  to  admitting  of  factoi's  but  as  *°^  *°  J^^** 

1  .  ,    ■    ■  1  royall  Dor- 

to  all  other  things  relaitmg  to  the  staple,  may  be  appoynted,  for  wee  need  rowes. 
a  minister,  a  master  of  the  conserjarie  house,  etc.  ;  as  alsoe,  right  honor- 
able, this  comittie  may  be  impowred  to  call  befor  them  William  Gordoun, 
or  any  other  person  they  think  fitt  to  caus  cite,  in  respect  I  have  not 
cited  William  Gordoun  to  appear  befor  your  nixt  generall  convention  as 
your  honors  requyred  me  in  yours,  for  ther  wes  bot  30  free  dayes  to  the 
first  of  July  efter  yours  cam  to  my  hand  ;  besyds,  I  wes  wnwilling  to 
furnish  him  with  any  occasion  of  being  now  absent  when  he  should 
pay  his  bills.  I  am  not  much  disposed  to  speak  to  any  mans  disadvan- 
tage tho  never  soe  trew,  wherfor  I  shall  only  say  in  generall,  I  assure  and 
for  many  weighty  reasons  can  fuUie  satisfie  your  honors,  imles  William 
Gordoun  mend  his  manners  yow  will  not  allow  nor  can  I  admit  him  to 
be  a  factor,  and  this  for  my  trust  and  office  obleidges  me  to  tell  your 
honors.  Ther  are  two  young  men  whoe  have  bein  speaking  to  me  to  be 
admitted  factors,  one  is  ane  Aberdeen's  man,  Robert  Pantoun,  whoe 
seims  aboundantly  capable  and  offers  satisfieing  caution.  I  remember 
two  sureties  he  offered,  Henry  Pantoun  of  Hiltoun  and  Alexander 
Galloway,  merchant  in  Aberdeen.  Ther  is  another  young  man  whoe 
inclynes  alsoe  to  be  a  factor,  John  Hamiltoun,  at  present  pairtiuer  with 
Alexander  Carstairs,  merchant  at  Rotterdam.  He  is  brother  german  to 
Claud  Hamiltoun  of  Barns  in  Rhenfrew,  and,  being  of  good  freinds  and 
ver}'  capable  too,  noe  doubt  will  find  unquestionable  caution.  I  desyre 
your  honors  directions  heirin  that  wee  may  haue  some  what  lyke  the 
face  of  a  staple.  Right  honorable,  I  will  not  trouble  your  honors  now 
with  any  accompt  what  and  which  way  my  dewes  fall  short  near  a 
thousand  gilders  of  the  300  lib.  sterling  ye  are  pleased  to  allow  me,  viz., 
for  the  last  year  from  the  1°  Apryll  169J  to  Apryll  1692.  I  must  tell 
your  honors  the  contention  and  contumacie  of  William  Gordoun,  at  Cam- 
pheer  and  of  James  Gordoun  at  Rotterdam,  and  a  few  whom  they  influ- 
ence, is  the  caus  heirof,  for  since  March  wes  a  year  I  have  received 
nothing  from  William  Gordoun  and  from  James  Gordoun  since  that  tyme 
I  received  only  120  gilders,  and  I  suppose   ther  may  be  at  least  sex   or 
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seven  hundred  gilders  of  conservators  devves  in  ther  hands  and  they  both 
-  are  most  obstinat  in  refusing  to  pay.  At  Campheer  ther  are  not  soe 
many  of  our  nation  as  to  make  a  court  to  pas  sentance  on  him  though  I 
haue  laid  on  ane  arreist,  and  at  Rotterdam  I  have  not  soe  full  power  as 
at  Campheer,  and  it  is  not  reasonable  the  borrowes  should  be  burthened 
with  any  cellary  soe  far  as  they  have  quherwith  to  satisfie,  quherfor  if 
I  can  doe  noe  better,  I  intreat  I  may  be  impowred  to  cit  them  befor  the 
comittie  to  be  appoynted  for  the  bussines  of  the.  staple  that  they  may  be 
brought  to  order.  I  most  intreat  from  your  honors  ane  extract  of  any  acts 
vv^hich  pas  in  your  generall  or  particular  conventions  which  relait  to  my 
office  seing  by  them  I  am  to  regulat  my  self,  and  on  all  occasions  I  shall 
be  very  ready  and  very  reall  in  testifieing  my  faithfulnes  and  diligence  in 
all  the  concerns  of  the  royall  borrowes,  and  especiallie  as  to  what  is  by 
your  honours  comitted  to,  right  honorable,  right  worshipfull,  and  right 
worthie,  [etc.]  Sic  subscribitur  :  Andrew  Kennedy.  Campheer,  June 
i5-1692. 

Right  honorable,  I  have  sent  Mr  John  Buchan  a  not  of  som  extraor- 
dinary debursments  by  me  and  expenss  for  the  royall  borrowes  quhich  I 
doubt  not  ye  will  take  into  your  consideration. 

Letter  from  Much  honored  Sir, — Yours  of  the-i^  cam  to  us  at  the  sitting  doun  of 

the  royall  bor-   ,,  .  ,-  i       •  .   , 

rowesinan-  this  Convention,  wnerin  wee  perceave  your  care  with  his  Majestie  and 
toune  of  Campheer  to  get  the  arreist  taken  off  our  merchants  effects,  for 
the  which  wee  haue  receayed  his  Majesties  gracious  letter  and  the  magis- 
trats  of  Campheers,  and  doeth  and  have  resolved  and  wryt  accordingly  to 
Campheer  that  wee  will  obleidge  our  merchants  to  keep  the  saids  articles 
with  the  said  toune  soe  far  as  is  possible  for  them  to  doe  in  this  tyme  of 
war.  The  coppie  of  ther  letter  wee  send  yow  hear  inclosed  to  the  which 
refers  yow.  As  to  these  two  obligations  to  the  poor  yow  wryt  of,  wee 
desyre  yow  to  acquent  our  comittie  at  Edinburgh  (whoe  is  to  correspond 
with  yow  in  what  is  neidfull)  whoe  are  the  granters  of  these  bonds,  to 
whom  payable,  and  how  they  com  to  have  ther  oune  bonds  in  ther  oune 
hands  as  we  suppose.  As  to  the  factors  yow  wryt  is  wanting  ther,  wee 
have  recived  for  the  samen  Robert  Pantoun,  Gilbert  Stewart,  and  Thomas 
Grahame,  which  have  found  caution  for  ther  fidelity  and  trust,  and  John 
Hamiltoun   whoe    is    to    find    caution    to   our   comitty.       As    to  William 


swer  to  the 

conservators 

letter. 
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Gordoun,  by  our  act  he  is  appoynted  to  be  cited,  and  James  Gordoun,  if  Dundbe. 
yow  think   fitting,  that   he  or  they  may  appear  befor  our  comittie  at 


{blank ;)  against  which  tyme  yow  are  to  send  all  that  yow  have  to  say  the  royaii  bor- 

against  him  or  any  other  of  our  people  ther,  and  that  aoe  fully  as  yow  or  '^ert^the" 

they  can.      As  for  what  your  dewes  fall  short  of  your  expectation,  blaime  oonservatora 

not  us,  for  yow  shall  want  noe  assistance  from  us  in  causing  all  to  pay 

according  to  our  acts  ;  and  for  the  better  accompleishing  the  samen,  by 

our   act   yow  are   appoynted    in   your   absence    to    have  your    deput    at 

Campheer.      For  your  accompt  presented  by  Mr  Buchan,  the  convention 

have  delayed  it  till  they  meet  with  yourself  or  a  mor  opportun  tyme.. 

Wee  make  noe  doubt  bot  yow  know  that  in  many  artickles  the  toun  of 

Campheer  hath  brock  with  us,  quhich  we  judge  yow  have  and  will  signifie 

to  tbam,  and  that  in  tyme  coming  they  will  sie  to  obtemperat  the  same  ; 

and  now  particularly  in  this  tyme  of  war  it  is  the  speciall  desyre  of  the 

convention  that  they  be  carefull  to  send  to  the  road  of  Leith  two  convoyes, 

weell   maned,  twyse   in  the  year,  consisting   of   30  gunes   apice,   to  witt, 

against  the  midle  of  September  and  the  midle  of  March  ;  and  the  saids 

two  convoys  both  to  attend  thair  20  dayes  every  tyme  for  conducting  our 

ships  saif  to  Holland,  and  that  they  furnish  yow  with  the  samen   or  the 

lyk  convoys  back  to  Scotland  accordingly  ;   and  this  yow  are  not  to  faill 

to  signifie  to  the  magistrats  of  Campheer,  the  quhich   the  Kings  Majestie 

is  acquented  with,  and  alsoe  the  magistrats  of  Campheer  in  our  letter  to 

tham.      All  quhich,  with  quhat  els  concerns  the  royall  borrowes,  wee  re- 

comeud  to  your  care  and  remains.  Sir,  your  very  humble  servant.     Sio 

subscrihitur :   Ja.  Fletcher,  P.     Dundie  15  July  1692. 


Meeting  of  Committee,  appointed  by  the  21  act  of  last 


Edinburgh. 
2ith  August 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  i^^^, 

24  August  1692. 

Edinburgh,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Invernes  and  Dumbarton.  Sederunt. 

The  committee,  referring  to  the  1 7th  act  of  last  general  convention,  agreed  Act,  Hamil- 
to  the  admission  of  John   Hamiltoun  to  be  a  factor  at  the  staple  port  of  Cam-  '°""'  factor. 
pheer  and  accepted  of  the  caution  of  James  Hamiltoun  of  Hutchison  and  William 
Hamiltoun   of   Orbistoun,  —  the  latter  in    lieu    of    Claud    Hamiltoun  foi-merly 
proposed. 
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Sedenint. 


Preses. 

Eeviseing  com- 
missions. 
Excuseing 
Smalet. 

Commissious 
approved. 

Oatli  of  alled- 
giance,  etc. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgb,  Michael  Allan,  dean  of  gild  and  John  Pringle,  lister ;  Perth, 
James  Crie  ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Blair  ;  Aberdeen,  Alexander  Walker ;  Stir- 
ling, John  Dicke ;  Linlithgow,  William  Heggin.s  ;  St  Andrews,  James  Smith  ; 
Glasgow,  John  Andersone ;  Aire,  John  Moore ;  Hadingtoun,  Mr  James 
Lauder  ;  Dysart,  Alexander  Swintoun  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Henry  Oswald  ;  Montross, 
James  Milne  ;  Coupar,  Sir  Archibald  Mnire  ;  Anstruther  Easter,  James  Lawsone  ; 
Dumfreis,  Robert  Johnstoun  ;  Inverness,  John  Barbour ;  Bruntysland,  John 
Eutherfoord  ;  Innerkeithing,  Henry  Andersone  ;  Kinghorn,  Eobert  Bruce ; 
Irving,  Mr  Alexander  Ouninghame  ;  Jedburgh,  Thomas  Porteous  ;  Pittenweem, 
James  Cook  ;  Dumfermling,  John  Chalmer  ;  Selkirk,  James  Mitchellhill ;  Dum- 
bartoun,  Mr  James  SmoUet ;  Lanerk,  Robert  Hunter  ;  Elgin,  William  King  ; 
Peiples,  Robert  Forrester;  Carraill,  William  Crawfurd;  Culross,  Mr  William 
Erskin  ;  Bamif,  Walter  Stewart  ;  Forras,  Mr  William  Brodie  ;  Northberwick, 
Sir  Thomas  Stewart  ;  Lauder,  George  Walker  ;  Quensferrie,  Sir  William  Hamil- 
toun  ;  Inverarie,  H\igh  Broun  ;  Fortross,  Daniel  Sympson.  [Twenty  seven 
burghs  abse7ii\. 

4  July  1693. 

1 .  Sir  John  Hall  of  Dunglas,  baronet,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions  and  report. 

3.  On  the  application  of  ''  Master  James  Smalet,  commissioner  for  Dumbar- 
toun,  that  he  hade  necessary  adoe,  being  obleidged  to  goe  to  the  west,"  the  conven- 
tion excused  him  from  attendance. 

4.  Approved  of  the  commissions,  objections  to  some  of  them  being  waived. 

5.  The  commisaioners  of  the  royall  burrowes,  ther  clerk  and  his  ser- 
vands  who  officials  under  him,  and  the  agent  of  the  royall  burrowes,  did, 
conforme  to  the  act  of  parliament  for  tackeiug  the  oath  of  alledgiance  and 
assurrance,  take  and  sigue  the  said  oath  of  alledgance  and  subscryve 
the  assurrance  in  presence  of  the  conventione.  Followes  the  oath  of 
alleadgiance  :  I  (blank)  doe  sincerely  promish  and  swear  that  I  will  be 
faithfull  and  bear  true  alleadgiance  to  ther  Majesties  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary,  soe  help  me  God.  Followes  the  assurrance  : — I  (blanh) 
doe,  in  the  sincerity  of  my  heart,  assert,  acknowledge,  and  declaire  that  ther 
Majesties  King  William  and  Queen  Mary  are  the  only  lawfull  undoubted 
Soveraignes  of  this  realme,  as  \\eell   dr  jure,  that  is   of  right,  King  and 
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Queen,  as  de  facto,  that  is  in  the  possessione  and  exercise  of  the  govern-  Edinburgh. 
ment  ;  and  therfore  I   doe   sincerely  and  faithfuUie  promise  and   engage      "^  ^ 


s 


that  I  will,  with  heart  and   hand,  life  and  goods,   man  tain  and    defend  gianoe,  eta. 
ther  Majesties  title  and  government  against  the  late  King  James  and  his 
adherents  and  all    other  enemies  -who  either  by  open  or  secret  attempts 
shall  disturb  or  disquyet  their  Majesties  in  the  possessione  and  exercise 
thereof.      Sic  subscribitur  :   John  Hall,  preces,  [etc.] 

6.   The  convention  appoints  the  commissioners  wuder>vrittin  to  be  a  fomitty^ap- 
generall   comitty  to  considder  all  things  that  shall  happen  to  come  in  poynted. 
before    the    convention,    viz.,    Edinburgh,    [and    sixteen    other    burghs,] 
whereof  seven   to    be   a   quorum,  and   with   power    to  the  said  generall 
comitty  to  subcomitt  affaires  as  they  shall  think  fitt. 

7.   Continued,  and  appointed  to  be  heads  of  next  missive,  articles  referring  to  Heads  of  mis- 
qualifications  of  commissioners,  stopping  gifts  and  monopolies,  bridge  of  Dum-  ^'^®  continued. 
barton,  manufacture  of  old  broad  cards,  easing .  Glasgow  and  other  burghs  in  the 
tax  roll. 

8.    The  commissioner  for  Edinburgh  reported  that,  conforme  to  the  R?P?rt  of  com- 

,/.,„,  ..  -_  _°  ,  missiouer  of 

second  article  of  the  missive,  James  Young,  late  surveyor  of  Dunfreice,  Edinburgh. 
haveing  procured  ane  gift  under  the  Kings  hand  for  being  generall  sur- 
veyer  of  the  bullion  through  the  wholl  kingdome  of  Scotland,  ■v^^ith  power 
to  make  open  doore  and  other  places  patent,  and  haveing  presented  the 
same  to  be  past  in  exchequer  it  was  by  the  intrest  and  moyand  of  the 
lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  stoped  and  delayed,  which  the  conventione  ap- 
proves and  gives  them  ther  hearty  thanks  for  ther  care  and  dilligence 
therin,  and  recomends  to  them  the  stopeing  of  any  other  gift  that  may 
tend  to  the  prejudice  of  the  state  of  borrowes. 

9.  The  commissionei's  of  Perth  and  Stirlins;  having,  conform  to  the  19  th  act  Act  anent 

Greenocli 
of  the  general  convention  in  July  1 692,  visited  the  burgh  of  barony  of  Greenock, 

gave  in  a  signed  report  of  the  trade  and  condition  of  the  burgh,  which  being  con- 
sidered the  convention  remitted  to  the  agent  "  to  setle  with  the  laird  of  Greenock 
or  the  said  burgh  as  to  ther  trade  and  quota  to  be  payed  be  them  as  he  can  best 
agree." 

10.  Having  heard  the  report  of  the  provost  of  Edinburgh  and  the  commis-  Anstruther 
sioner  of  Dumbarton  of  their  communing  with  Sir  Philip  Enster  in  relation  to  p^iijl'^Eiis^er"^ 
the  difference  between  him  and  the  burgli  of  Anstruther  Easter,  tiie  convention 
appointed  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Coupar,  Dumbarton  and  Queensferrie  to  meet 

and  endeavour  to  adjust  the  differences. 
2  Z 
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Edinburgh. 
5  July  1693. 

Ciirus  and 
Enster  Easter. 


Bonds  of  fac- 
tors to  be  ap- 
pointed. 


Pantoun,  fac- 
tor, his  bond. 

Discbargeing 
factors  not 
admitted. 


Anent  minister 
of  Canipheer. 


Conservator 
and  depute, 
consergerie 
houses. 


Cromarty. 


5  July  1693. 

11.  The  convention  "  having  considdered  the  coramissiones  given  in  by  the 
comunities  of  the  burghs  of  Gurus  and  Enster  Easter,  and  the  saidea  commis- 
siones  being  illegall  and  contrarie  to  the  plateform,"  they,  for  several  reasons, 
allowed  the  commissioners  to  sit  and  vote,  with  this  provision  that  the  eases 
in  the  tax  roU  allowed  these  burghs  by  last  general  convention  shall  in  future  be 
set  apart  for  their  bygone  missive  dues  till  the  same  be  completely  paid. 

1  2.  The  bonds  of  caution  of  the  factors  admitted  by  the  general  convention 
at  Dundee  not  having  been  reported  to  this  meeting  it  was  ordered  that  the  bonds 
be  produced  to  the  lord  provost  or  clerk  of  the  royal  burghs  before  15th  Septem- 
ber next  and  laid  before  next  general  convention. 

1 3.  One  of  the  cautioners  of  Robert  Pantoun  produced  the  bond  granted  in 
teiTus  of  his  act  of  admission  as  factor. 

14.  It  being  represented  that  there  are  several  persons  acting  as  factors  in 
Holland  without  being  admitted  by  the  royal  burghs  or  caution  received  for  the 
faithful  discharge  of  their  office,  the  convention  appointed  the  conservator  to  fine 
and  punish  them  conform  to  the  acts  and  particularly  the  sixth  article  of  the  con- 
servator's instructions. 

1  5.  The  convention  takeing  to  ther  consideratioune  the  fitnes  of  Mr 
Thomas  Hog,  present  minister  to  the  English  congregation  at  Delf,  to 
be  minister  at  Campheir,  and  the  conservators  recomendatione  in  his 
favours,  doe  therfore  recomend  to  the  magistrats  of  Edinburu;h  to  take 
the  advyce  of  the  presbitrie  of  Edinburgh  thairanent  and  to  recomend  to 
them  that  the  said  Mr  Thomas  Hog,  or  some  other  qualified  fitt  persone, 
be  called  to  be  minister  at  Campheir  with  all  convenience. 

16.  The  conventione  considering  that  its  prejudicial!  to  the  steple 
port  at  Campheir  that  the  conservator  or  his  deputs  does  not  receid  ther 
with  ther  family,  doe  therefore,  for  severall  weightie  reasones,  appoynt 
the  conservator,  or  his  depute,  in  all  tyme  coming  to  reseid  at  the  said 
steple  port,  conforme  to  the  third  article  of  the  conservators  instructiones 
subscryved  be  him  in  the  borrow  register,  and  recomends  to  the  said 
conservator  to  find  out  some  fitt  qualified  persone  to  be  master  of  the 
consergerie  houses  for  whose  faithfuUnes  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge 
of  his  office  the  conservator  is  to  be  answerable  to  the  royall  borrowes. 

17.  The  committee  appointed  by  the  22nd  act  of  last  general  convention  not 
having  met,  the  convention  of  new  appointed  the  provost  of  Edinburgh,  Coupar, 
Dumbarton  and  Queensferry  as  a  committee  to  commune  with  the  lord  viscount 
of  Tarbat  aneut  the  affairs  of  the  burgh  of  Cromarty. 
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18.   The  convention e  appoynts  a  comitty  of  ther  own  number  to  attend  Edinburgh. 
and  waite  [on]  Master  Johnstoun,  esquire,  principall   secretarie  of  state,  ^  J"'y  1693- 
and    to    represent   to    him   that  he  would   be  pleased   to  acquaint  ther  f^Pf'^Tn'of  ^^ 
Majesties  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  two  men  of  warr  to  cruise  up  the  ^*'■• 
Scots  coasts  for  security  of  ther  trade. 

19.  The  conventione  haveing  considered  the  petition  given  in  be  the  Auentthe 
burgh  of  Fortross  and  the  comitties  report,  mentioning  that  the  shyre  of  ros^sf 
Ross  doe  detaine  of  the  burgh  of  Fortross  ther  small  burgage  lands,  the 
said  comitty  did  advise  a  petitione  which  they  saw  and  considered  to  be 
given  to  the  parliament  theranent,  which  the  commissioners  of  the  shyre 
of  Ross  being  ordained  to  see  and  answer,  and  the  said  comitty  haveing 
mett  with  the  saides  commissioners  and  comoned  upon  the  said  affair,  they 
find  that  the  commissioners  can  not  deny  but  that  the  saids  burgage 
lands  should  belong  to  the  burgh  and  pay  its  proportione  of  cess  to  the 
burgh,  but  the  commissioners  of  the  shyre  of  Ross  being  now  in  posses- 
sione  are  not  willing  to  quyet  the  same,  the  comitty  being  of  opinion  that 
the  royall  buiTowes  should  concurr  in  the  said  affair  and  that  they  should 
grant  warrant  to  the  agent  of  the  burrows  to  manage  and  deburse  monie 
therin  ;  which  petition  and  report  of  the  comitty  being  considered  by 
the  conventione,  they  approve  therof  and  declaires  they  will  concurr  in 
the  said  affair  when  it  comes  before  the  parliament  in  assisting  the  burgh 
of  Fortross,  and  if  the  said  act  pass  in  parliament  in  favours  of  the  said 
burgh  they  appoynt  the  agent  to  pay  the  expenses  therof. 

20.  On  the  petition  of  the  commissioner  of  Inverness,  the  convention  ratified,  Ratification  of 
approved,  and  confirmed  the  decreet  of  sett  of  the  magistrates,  giiildry,  and  trades  ^® '.     i°^^''' 
of  the  burgh  of  Inverness,  dated   11th   September  1676,  which  was  approved  of 

by  the  convention  in  July  1677,  "  but,  by  the  negligence  of  the  then  commissioner 
fore  Invernese,  there  was  no  ratificatione  of  the  said  decreet  of  sett  obtained, 
which  ought  to  have  been  done."  The  convention  authorised  the  clerk  to  record 
the  decreet  and  ratification  after  this  convention.* 

21.  The  convention  discharged  the  conservator  to  exact  any  duty  on  corn  Dewesforoorne 
exported  from  this  kingdom,  there  being  no  warrant  for  the  exaction.  exacted 

22.  Approved  of  the  agent's  account  of  disbursements  from  July  1692  to  ^^geuts 
July  1693,  extending  to  £7260,  16s.  Scots,  and  ordained  the  burglis  to  pay  their  accompts. 
proportions. 

23.  Ordained  the  agent  to  report  to  next  general  convention  what  diligence  Burghs,  mis 
he  had  done  against  the  burghs  deficient  in  payment  of  their  missive  dues.  ^'^®    ^"®'^" 

*  See  Appendix. 
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Edinburgh. 
7  July  1693. 

Trede  of  un- 
free  burghs. 


Committee, 
conservator, 
Camplieerj 
factor. 


Conservator, 
residence  at 
staple  port. 


7  July  1693. 

24.  Recommended  to  "  Mr  John  Buohan,  ther  agent,  as  haveing  right  by  acts 
of  borrows  and  parliament*  for  disposeing  upon  the  trade  of  unfree  burghs  dureing 
the  tyme  mentioned  in  the  forsaids  acts  made  theranent  to  take  eflfectuall  course 
for  restraineing  and  hindring  all  the  inhabitants  in  burghs  of  barronies  and 
regalities  to  transport  out  of  ther  own  prescints  any  forraigne  goodes  unsold  unless 
to  publict  faires,  and  that  dureing  the  space  of  his  tack." 

25.  Appointed  a  committee  to  answer  a  letter  from  the  conservator  and  to 
write  the  magistrates  of  Campheir  complaining  that  notwithstanding  of  the  con- 
tract and  the  several  letters  by  the  burghs  to  them  there  are  not  sufficient  con- 
voys sent ;  and  also  with  power  to  consider  the  petition  of  William  Gordon,  and 
to  ask  the  conservator  to  report,  before  15th  September  next,  what  he  has  to  say 
against  his  being  admitted  a  factor. 

26.  The  conventione  upon  recomendation  from  Master  Johnstoun,  prin- 
cipal! secretarie  of  state,  dispences  with  the  conservators  not  receiding  at 

*  By  the  act  of  parliament  dated  14  June  1693  (o.  51],  the  estates  of  parliament  ratified 
the  contract  between  the  burghs  and  John  Buchan  referred  to  in  the  24th  act  of  convention 
dated  13  July  1692,  and  ordained  "  that  sicklike  execution  shall  pass  against  the  burghs  of 
regalities,  baronies  and  others  for  inbringing  the  proportions  of  the  burthen  to  be  payed  by 
them  for  relief  of  the  royall  burroughs,  which  any  of  them  hath  already,  or  hereafter  shall 
agree  unto,  in  consideration  of  the  benefite  of  trade  communicate  to  them,  sicklike  and  in 
the  same  manner  as  is  usuall  for  inbringing  of  the  cess  payable  to  their  Majesties  by  the 
royall  burroughs."  It  was  also  ordained  that  after  the  expiry  of  the  contract  "the  forsaid 
communication  of  trade  shall  continue  and  be  perpetuate  unto  the  saids  burghs  of  regalities, 
baronies,  and  others,  upon  the  paying  or  relieveing  the  royall  burroughs  of  a  just  proportion 
of  the  hundred  pound  of  the  taxt  roll  imposed  upon  them  by  act  of  parliament  efi'eirand  and 
correspondent  to  their  trade,  and  which  proportion  shall  be  equally  condescended  upon  by 
the  said  royall  burroughs  at  their  first  generall  meeting  after  expiration  of  the  said  contract, 
and  therafter  as  often  as  they  meet  foraltering  of  their  taxt  roU  ;  and  in  case  any  mistake 
or  inequality  shall  happen  in  the  adjusting  the  said  pioportic.m  to  be  payed  by  the  burghs  of 
regalities,  baronies  and  others,  conform  to  the  trade  as  aforesaid,  then  and  in  that  case  the  said 
burghs  are  hereby  allowed  to  apply  themselves  to  the  parliament  for  regulateing  and  deter- 
mineing  the  forsaid  quota  according  as  they  shall  see  just,  and  upon  the  division  swa  to  be 
made  of  the  said  quota  then  the  said  royall  burroughs  are  to  distribute  and  proportion  the 
samen  amongst  the  saids  burghs  of  regalities,  baronies,  and  others,  according  to  their  respec- 
tive trades.  And  their  Majesties,  with  consent  forsaid,  doe  hereby  strictly  discharge  all 
persons  whatsomeuer  to  exercise  any  kind  of  trade  under  the  penalties  contained  in  the  act 
of  parliament,  except  burgesses  and  indwellers  in  royall  burroughs  and  their  free  ports,  by 
consent  of  their  burroughs  to  which  they  belong,  and  these  who  pay  their  proportion  of  the 
said  quota  to  be  payed  by  the  burghs  of  regalities  and  other  bi'rghs  aforesaid.  And  to  the 
effect  that  the  burthen  may  be  equall  and  reasonable,  and  that  none  be  exempted,  their 
Majesties,  with  advice  and  consent  forsaid,  do  authorize,  appoint  and  ordaine  any  of  these 
who  have  the  benefite  of  the  communication  to  putt  all  acts  of  parliament  made  in  favours 
of  the  burghs  royall  in  full  execution  against  all  such  unfree  traders  within  their  own 
bounds  and  jurisdictions,  as  shall  not  undertake  for  and  pay  a  proportion  of  the  said 
quota  which  the  burroughs  are  to  be  relieved  of,  and  to  apply  the  fynes  and  penalties  to 
their  own  use  and  behoof  ;  likeas  the  masters  or  magistrates  of  the  towns  to  whom  the  trade 
IS  to  be  communicate  are  hereby  authorized  to  appouit  stent  masters  upon  oath  within  their 
towns  for  laying  on  the  burthen  upon  the  traders  and  others  who  have  benefite  by  the  trade. " 
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the  staple  port  in  Campheir  to  the  next  generall  conventione,  notwtlistand-  Edinbukgh. 
ing  of  the  sexteen  act  of  this  generall  convention,  and  declaires  they  will 


take  under  ther  consideratione  that  which  concerns  the  second  part  of  the  residence  at' 
secretaries  recomendatione  at  the  next  generall  conventione  and  which  ^''^^'^  ^°'^' 
letter  lyes  in  the  clerks  hands. 

26a..  The  conventione  considering  the  sewerall  incroatchments  and  Magistrats. 
abusses  committed  by  perpetuating  of  magistrats  in  the  sewerall  royall 
burghs,  doe  therfore  recomend  to  each  burgh  to  send  ther  commissioners 
sufficiently  instructed  to  the  next  generall  conventione  of  burrowes  that 
no  magistrats  in  any  burgh  of  this  kingdome  shall  containow  longer  then 
two  yeares  at  once. 

27.  Ordained  that  the  condition  of  the  burghs  of  Inverary,  Culross,  Loch-  Condition  of  "i 
baven,  Annan,  and  Foi-tross  be  heads  of  next  general  missive.  certain  burghs. 

28.  The  convention  appointed  that  at  the  sitting  down  of  the  next  session  of  Trade  and 
parliament,  the  particular  burghs  should  send  their  commissioners  to  vote,  treat,  ?;^'\ 
and  conclude  anent  all  matters  concerning  trade  and  the  interest  of  the  state  of 
burrowes. 

29.  The  conventione  haveing  heard  and  considered  the  petitione  Act  in  favour 
given  in  by  Alexander  Stevinsone,  merchand  in  Edinburgh,  mentioning  stovinsone. 
that  your  petitioner  haveing  sent  the  ship,  Barbara  Sympson,  Jack, 
master,  to  Campheir,  aboord  of  whom  was  32  packs  and  ane  half  belong- 
ing to  John  Ormestoune  and  alleadged  consigned  to  William  Pantoun, 
staple  factor,  which  goodes  were  arreisted  in  the  master  hands  by  John 
and  James  Gordons,  and  after  a  long  debeate  before  the  conservator 
court  it  was  ordered  by  them  that  the  goodes  be  put  in  the  hands  of 
John  Hamiltoune,  factor,  and  the  master  discharged  ;  notwithstanding 
whereof  the  said  William  Pantoun  did  arreist  the  said  ship  for  not 
delyverie  of  the  packs  to  him  and  hes  detained  the  ship  from  prosecute- 
ing  her  intended  voyage  to  Noroway  notwithstanding  of  sewerall  pro- 
tests taken  against  him  for  coast,  skaith,  and  damnadge,  and  a  sentence 
of  the  conservator  court  declaireing  the  said  arreistment  to  be  illegall. 
[The  convention  appointed  Pantoun  to  be  cited  to  answer  before  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  25th  act  of  this  convention  ;  and  instructed 
the  conservator  to  apply  to  the  States  of  Zysland  for  loosing  the  arrest- 
ment.] 
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Edinburgh.  30.  Allowed  to  the  clerk,  for  his  extraordinary  pains,  a  gratuity  of  £400 

7  July  1693.      ^Qois,  ''  or  threttie  ginnies." 

Clerk.  31.  Having  considered  a  petition  by  the  relict  of  the  decensed   Sir  James 

Sir  James  Kennedie.   late  conservator,  for  herself  and  on   behalf  of  her   five  children,  the 

Kennedies  '  i  i         cr.^  i- 

relict.  convention  allowed  her  ±20  sterling. 

James Nasmith         32.   Ordered  payment  to  James  Nasmith  of  £15  sterling,  and  to  the  clerk's 

vant"'^'^''^  ^'^^'  servant  of  100  merks,  being  gratuities  in  addition  to  their  salaries. 

Payments  ^'^-  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  John  Veatch  of  Daick,  presenter  of  the 

signatures,  and  to  Alexander  Dunlop,  clerk  to  the  burghs  equies,  gratuities  of  £60 
Scots  each  ;  to  Sir  William  Campbell,  six  rex  dollars  ;  and  other  sums  to  the 
macers  and  burgh  ofiicer. 

Burghs,  mis-  34.  The  commissioner  of  Aberdeen  protested  that  that  burgh  should  be  free 

of  payment  of  all  missive  dues  resting  by  any  other  burgh,  whereupon  the  com- 
missioners of  other  ten  burghs  adhered  to  the  protest. 

Dissolving  35.   Dissolved  the  present  convention,  and  appointed  the  next  meeting  to  be 

convention.        j^^j^  ^^  Edinburgh  in  July  1694. 

Unlaws  for  36.   (Inlawed  the  absent  burghs  in  £100  Scots  each, 

absence. 

CoEEESPONDENCE  between  the  Royal  Burghs  and  Magistrates  of  Campheer 
and  the  Consei'vator. 

Letter  from  My  Lords, — By  your  letter  the  eighteen  day  of  June,   ane  thou.sand 

burrowesto  ^^^  hundreth  and  nyntie  two  yeares,  wee  hade  reason  to  expect  such 
the magistrats  convoyes  as  might  give  security  to  our  fleits.  The  commissioners  from 
the  sewerall  burrowes  at  this  present  conventione  complain  that  your 
lordships  gaue  no  return  to  our  last  nor  affoorded  the  convoyes  judged 
necessary  by  them,  which  was  two  frigats  of  thretty  guns  the  peice, 
sufficiently  maned,  as  necessary  at  leist  for  the  security  of  ther  ships. 
As  wee,  carefull  on  our  part  to  observe  the  contract  unviolable,  soe 
your  lordships  will  not  suppose  wee  can  containow  in  it  if  our  fleits  be 
not  allowed  sufficient  convoyes.  Wee  doe  not  love  to  be  uneasie  to  yow 
but  complaints  are  given  in  to  ws  by  seweraU  merchants,  particularly  by 
John  Rutherfoord,  master  of  ane  Bruntisland  ship,  who  was  taken  within 
ane  league  of  the  convoy  who  did  not  endeavour  his  reskew,  and  wee 
aquaint  your  lordships  that  our  merchants  will  not  be  prevailed  with  to 
observe  the  staple  port  unless  sufficient  convoyes  be  affoorded  seasonablie. 
Hitherto  they  ascryve  the  preservation  of  ther  goodes  and  ships  only  to 
the  providence  of  God  and  not  to  your  convoyes.  Therfore  wee  will  not 
doubt  your  sending  sufficient  convoyes  and  that  they  keep  the  exact  tyme 
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of  coming  to  the  rod  of  Leith,  against  the  midle  of  September  and  March  Edinburgh. 
yearly,  dureing  the  warr,  and  that  yee  give  them   strick  and  particular  ^'^"'^^'^^^'    . 
ordors  to  lye  tweutie  dayes  allanerlly  and  then  to  saill,  wind  and  weather  the  roylu™ 
serveing.  and  not  to  be  induced  upon   the  application  of  any  privat  mer-  the  ml^^str 
chant  or  particular  burgh  to  stay  any  longer.      Wee  wryte  at  length  to  °f  Campheer. 
our  conservator- to  wait  upon  your  lordships  and   to  give  yow  information 
of  this  and  other  affairs,  wherin  both  the  stat  of  the  royall  burrowes  and 
your  lordships  are  concerned.      This,  by  ordor  of  the   royall  burrowes,  is 
signed  by,  my  lords,  [etc.]     Sic  subscribitur;  John  Hall,  P. 

Much  honoured, — Wee  receaved  yours  dated  at  Roterdam  the  twentie  Letter  from 
day  of  June  j™  vj"  nynty  thrie  yeires.  As  to  the  minister,  wee  haue  bon-o^s'^to  the 
desired  the  magistrats  of  Edinburgh  to  apply  to  the  presbyterie  of  Edin-  <=™servator. 
burgh  for  setleing  Mr  Thomas  Hog  or  any  other  sufficient  minister  at  the 
staple  port,  and  recomends  to  yow  to  speak  to  the  magistrats  of  Campvere 
for  repairing  the  kirk  therof  As  for  the  master  of  the  consergerie  house, 
wee  allow  and  appoynt  yow  to  provide  a  qualified  man  for  whom  yow  are 
to  be  comptable.  Wee  have  wryttin  to  the  magistrats  of  Camphere,  a 
coppie  of  our  leter  is  heirwith  sent  to  yow.  Wee  desire  that  ye  be  arnest 
with  them  to  furnisht  sufficient  convoyes  in  the  terms  of  our  leter,  and 
that  they  give  particular  concerneing  the  tyme  of  the  convoyes  lyeing  in 
the  road  of  Leith,  for  former  convoyes  lyeing  beyond  the  tyme  hes  extra- 
ordinarly  prejudged  some  of  our  merchands  by  the  heating  and  spoiling 
of  our  cornes.  Wee  are  glad  that  your  self  and  family  are  recovering 
from  the  sickness  yee  have  been  afflicted  with,  and  wee  recomend  to  yow 
to  call  for  John  and  William  Gordons  and  enquyre  particularly  of  them 
anent  the  deceast  Thomas  Cuninghames  monie  which  is  in  ther  hands, 
and  to  use  your  outmost  endeavours  for  recoverie  therof,  and  to  send  ane 
accompt  of  your  dilligence  to  the  provost  of  Edinburgh  to  be  comunicat 
by  him  to  the  next  generall  convention.  Wee  have  also  appoynted  our 
agent  to  send  ane  exact  coppie  of  all  the  acts  made  in  this  generall  con- 
vention which  will  direct  yow  in  our  affairs,  as  also  ane  coppie  of  the  act 
of  parliament  for  takeing  and  swearing  the  oath  of  alleadgiance  and  sub- 
scryveing  the  assurrance,  wherof  wee  doubt  not  but  ye  will  be  carefull. 
Wee,  upon  representatioiie  made  by  some  of  our  merchants,  haue  perused 
the  table  of  conservator  dewes  and   find    that    ther  is  no  deuty   to  be 
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Edinburgh,  exacted  for  cornes  exported  from  Scotland  to  the  Netherlands  but  only 
— "^ — '^^—  for  cornes  imported  to  Holland  from  the  Baltick  and  other  forraigne 
the  royaii™  nationss  in  Scots  vessalls.  As  to  this  wee  referr  yow  to  our  act  made 
conservator.*''^  tiieranent  wherin  yow  are  obleidged  to  exact  no  further  deuty  upon 
cornes  exported,  and  that  yow  send  ane  exact  accompt  of  what  yow 
uplifted  this  last  yeir  to  the  next  generall  conventione.  As  also  yow  are 
appoynted  to  report  what  yow  have  to  lay  to  the  charge  of  William 
Gordoun  why  he  should  not  be  admitted  factor  upon  sufBcient  caution  in 
respect  he  made  application  to  this  convention  for  his  admission,  and  the 
convention  haveing  ordered  yow  peremptory  to  give  ane  return  to  the 
comitty  who  are  appointed  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  the  fyfteenth  day  of 
September  nixt  upon  that  affair,  that  the  merchants  of  Edinburgh  and 
his  imployers,  and  who  give  testimonie  of  his  fidelity  in  ther  concerns 
comitted  to  him,  may  not  be  leised  or  hurt  in  ther  sewerall  interests. 
We  hade  a  bill  given  in  by  Alexander  Steivinsone  complaineing  of  the 
abuses  comitted  by  Robert  Pantoun,  factor,  to  which  wee  referr  yow  to  our 
act  made  by  this  convention  theranent,  and  upon  application  made  to  us 
by  Charles  Devie,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  that  the  value  of  his  goods 
were  arreisted  by  your  order,  the  convention  has  appoynted  yow  to  louse 
the  said  arreistment  since  he  hes  found  sufficient  caution  acted  in  our 
borrow  bookes  to  mak  the  value  of  the  goodes  furthcomeing  as  accords 
of  the  law.  It  is  also  represented  that  ther  is  ane  absolut  necessity  for 
ane  anchor  to  be  sunk  in  the  road  of  Campheir,  right  oposite  to  the  entrie 
of  the  harbour,  with  a  boy  therupon,  by  which  ships  may  sail  furth  to  the 
road  with  saifty  in  tyme  of  ane  easterly  wind,  conforme  to  the  staple  con- 
tract.   Much  honoured,  signed,  [etc.J  Sic  subscribitur:  John  Hall,  preces. 

Conservators  Right    Honourable,    right    worshipfull,    and    right    worthy.  —  Your 

royail  borrows,  honours  leter  to  me  of  the  15  th  of  July  last  was  in  all  things  exactly 
obeyed,  and  in  November  therafter  I  wrote  at  large  to  my  lord  provost 
of  Edinburgh,  Sir  John  Hall,  as  to  what  concerned  the  setleing  of  a 
minister  and  master  of  the  consergerie  house  at  Camphere,  as  also  con- 
cerning these  bonds  dew  to  the  poor  of  the  Scots  congregatione  ther,  but 
the  contraversie  concerning  the  magistracie  of  Edinburgh  falling  in  was 
the  cause  of  my  lord  provosts  not  conveening  the  comittie  of  the  royail 
borrowes  and  why  I  hade  no  answer.  Their  is  a  great  need  of  a  minister, 
and  a  weell  C[ualified  one  would  be  a  considerable  encouragement  to  the 
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staple,  and  hitherto  I  have  taken  care  dewly  to  provyde  a  minister  for  Edinbueoh. 

the  congregation  so  long  as  ther  was  any  Scots  ships  at  the  port,  and  — ^ '— 

thereby  keept  the  stipend  dew  by  the  magistrats  of  Camphere  to  the  letter  to  the 
Scots  minister  in  use  of  payment  for  defraying  the  charge  of  supplying  ^°^'^"  ^°''™"'^- 
the  congregatione.  I  lyikwayes  wrote  to  my  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh 
concerning  a  particular  minister  and  intreated  the  comities  directions  and 
instructions  thereabout,  but  these  not  comeing  I  could  proceed  no  further, 
and  now  that  minister  is  otherwise  disposed  of  so  that  wee  cannot 
expect  him,  wherfor  I  haue  been  considering  where  to  find  one  qualified 
and  fitted  for  the  place ;  and  seeing  ministers  at  present  are  so  scare  at 
home  I  have  cast  my  thoughts  upon  one  in  this  countrey  who  is  a 
person  of  great  pietie,  good  learning,  sound  judgement,  and  unquestion- 
able loyaltie.  He  is  a  Scotsman  and  setled  minister  in  Holland,  but  his 
congregation  is  so  small  that  his  usefull  talents  there  are  in  a  sort  alto- 
gether hide,  and  hade  I  your  honours  allowance  and  instructions  for 
giveing  him  a  call,  etc.,  I  doubt  not  but  wee  might  haue  him  and  be  very 
happie  in  haveing  of  him  ;  quherfore  I  intreat  your  honours  answer  as  to 
this  with  all  possible  expeditione,  for  besides  many  other  weighty  con- 
siderationes  wee  cannot  soe  weell  clame  as  seek  these  two  bonds  of  the 
poors  mony  now  in  the  hands  of  the  magistrats  of  Camphere  till  wee  have 
a  minister  and  a  consistory  who  properlie  have  power  to  enquire  after 
them.  The  magistrats  of  Camphere  are  not  debtors  in  these  two  bonds, 
but  the  steats  of  Zealand  are  debtors  for  the  one  in  four  hundreth  pound, 
Fleemish,  and  the  toun  of  Flushing  is  debtors  for  tlie  other  of  three  hun- 
dreth pound,  Flemish  ;  and  those  two  bonds  being  in  the  custody  of 
Thomas  Cuninghame,  late  factor  at  Camphere,  who  being  ane  elder  of 
the  consergorie  house  the  tyme  of  his  decease,  his  wyfe  being  a  Dutch 
woman,  it  was  thought  fit  they  should  be  taken  out  of  her  hands,  and 
debeat  falling  betwixt  Hugh  Wallace,  then  agent  for  the  royall  borrowes, 
and  at  Camphere,  and  ane  Mr  Andrew  Skeen,  each  contending  to  have 
them,  they  wer  depositat  in  the  hands  of  the  magistrats  of  Campheire 
who  put  them  in  the  custodie  of  ther  secretaries  or  clerk  from  whom 
neither  the  magistrats  nor  the  Scots  consistory  could  get  them  up  for 
many  yeares  till  in  the  moneth  of  September  last  the  secretaries  delyvered 
them  up  to  the  magistrats  and  then  the  magistrats  gave  me  ane  authen- 
tick  extract  out  of  thair  records  that  they  haue  them  in  ther  possessione 
2  2  a 
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Edinburgh,     and  that  they  belonged  to  the  poor  of  the  Scots  congregatione.      As  for  a 

'- ^  master  to  the  consergorie  honse,  it  is  most  necessary,  and  the  setleingone 

letter  to  the  therin  belonging  to  your  honours,  all  I  could  doe  to  permitt  one  for  the 
royaii  borrows,  ^yj^g  to  accomodat  our  countrey  men,  and  haveing  litle  choice  here  I 
behooved  to  take  such  as  I  could  get  but  wish  your  honors  would  provide 
one  mor  sufficient  or  let  me  have  directions  and  power  to  doe  somewhat 
thairin.  I  intended  to  have  waited  on  your  honours  this  July  enshewing 
to  receave  your  comands  particularly,  but  it  haveing  pleased  the  Lord  to 
visit  my  self  and  family  with  some  sickness  I  could  not.  However, 
nothing  to  the  outmost  of  my  power  to  serve  the  intrest  of  your  honors 
concerns  shall  be  wanting  nor  shall  I  spare  paines  and  expences  as  your 
intrests  require.  With  my  first  strength,  after  my  beginning  to  recover, 
I  went  last  week  to  the  Hague  about  a  concerning  and  leading  case  which 
I  hope  shall  come  to  a  good  issue.  A  vessell  from  Mussellburgh  leadened 
with  wheat  and  barley,  in  which  some  merchands  in  Edinburgh  are  con- 
cerned, comeing  from  Rotterdam  at  the  very  mouth  of  the  Mouse  was 
taken  by  a  caper  belonging  to  Flushing,  carried  thither  as  a  prize,  her 
cargo  they  took  out,  together  with  the  seamens  provisiones,  on  designe  to 
draw  them  from  possessione,  all  which  was  done  without  bringing  the 
matter  to  any  legall  hearing,  quherupon  I  gave  in  diverse  memorials  to 
tlie  stats  generall  whose  resolutione  was  ordering  the  adrairality  of  Zealand 
to  examine  and  report  the  mater  to  them.  Applications  were  accordingly 
[made]  to  the  admirality  of  Zealand,  but  meeting  with  nothing  but  delayes, 
by  new  memorials  I  importuned  ther  highnesses  and  mightyness  and  in 
privat  informed  and  solicited  all  the  great  men  in  particular.  At  length 
the  capers  pretended  that  Scots  ships  was  bound  for  France  and  that  the 
ransome  breif  was  no  reall  thing  but  a  bussiness  conceived  in  France  as  a 
passport,  to  which,  by  memorial,  I  made  reply  that  I  could  produce  letters 
of  advice  to  sewerall  merchants  heir  that  such  a  merchant  was  comeing:  to 
Rotterdam  with  bills  of  loadning  to  them  together  with  a  breif  of  ensur- 
rance  at  Amstradam  of  the  ship  and  cargo,  as  also  a  charter  pairty  narrait- 
ing  the  wholl,  so  that  ther  wuld  be  no  possible  cheat  in  the  caice,  and 
for  the  ransome  it  fell  now  so  high  by  detaineing  the  ship  a  moneth,  in 
quhich  tyme  the  pryce  of  the  cams  is  fallen  a  3d.,  and  by  carieing  out  the 
cargo  and  hotness  of  the  season  it  is  embasseled  another  third,  so  that  the 
ransome  equals  if  not  exceeds  the  value  and  cargo,  and  it  were  very  hard  to 
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lose  the  ship  and  cargo  and  pay  the  ransome  which  was  so  far  from  being  Edinburgh. 
a  pretended  ransome  that  I  frankly  offered  to  let  the  caper  have  the  ship  ^  '^"'^  ^^^^- 
and  cargo  provyding  he  would  releive  our  pledge.  May  it  pleas  your  letterkrth? 
honours,  this  being  the  first  Scots  ship  taken  after  this  maner  I  judged  """^'''^  borrows 
myself  obleidged  to  be  at  more  then  ordinary  payns  about  it  as  being  of 
concern  to  the  wholl  nation,  that  a  bade  precedent  might  be  prevented, 
for  these  Zealanders  have  not  only  many  Sweeds,  Danes  and  Dutch,  but 
also  four  or  fyve  English  ships  in  the  lyck  circumstances  quhich  are  not 
yeit  cleared,  albeit  some  of  tham  have  been  detayned  one  and  some  two 
yeares.  However  I  obtained  lettres  to  the  admirality  of  Zealand  and  to 
the  ower  of  the  caper  to  restore  ship  and  cargo  with  all  damnadges  and 
expences  quhich  I  dispatched  away  yesterday  and  now  hope  and  expect 
good  success.  Your  honours  in  your  letter  to  me  are  pleased  to  delay 
the  considering  account  of  my  extraordinary  expences  presented  be  Mr 
John  Buchan  to  our  meeting  or  a  more  convenient  tyme.  I  nothing 
doubt  your  honours  justice  and  generosity  nor  shall  any  delay  discourage 
me  from  my  duty  in  serveing  your  concerns  for  the  futur,  nor  shall  I  at 
this  tyme  make  any  complaints  as  to  the  payment  of  my  dewes,  but  I  shall 
only  take  liberty  to  say  it  were  a  very  convenient  tyme  for  me  now,  no 
man  leiveing  here  remembering  of  a  generall  dearth  of  all  things  neces- 
sary for  the  lyfe  of  men  as  hath  been  and  is  this  tyme  of  ware,  so  that 
when  all  my  ordinaries  and  extraordinaries  are  fully  payed,  tho  I  cannot 
complain,  yeit  I  can  assure  your  honours  they  will  hardly  be  a  subsistence 
for  me  and  my  family,  quherfore  I  expect  your  honours  will  now  take  that 
litle  bussiness  to  consideratione  and  doe  something  thairin.  Quhatever 
concemes  the  royall  borrowes  shall  be  my  cair  to  employ  my  outmost 
dilligence  with  all  zeal  and  faithfulnes  in  ansuer  to  that  trust  your 
honours  reposed  in,  right  honourable,  [etc.]  Sic  suhscrihitur :  Andrew 
Kennedie.      Roterdam  June  fg  1693. 

Meeting  of  Committee  appointed  hii  the  25th  act  of  last 

Edinburgh. 

General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  28  Noyember 

28  November  1693. 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Hadingtoim  and  luverara.  Sederunt. 


Emnbukgh. 

28 

1693. 
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The  same  day,  ther  being  ane  petition  given  in  to  the  comity  of  the 
November    royall  borrowes  by  Mr  William  Grabame,  merchant  in  London,  represent- 

^^ ing  the   procedour  of  your  court  in   Campheir  by  arresting  and  giveing 

the  MmSee  warrand  for  consigning  in  ordor  to  seall  some  effects  of  bis  and  one  Joseph 
TOtoT"""^*'^"   Ormeistoun  of   considerable  value,   we    have   seen   and   considered   the 
extracts  of  your  decreits,  quherof  wee  shall  have  no  opinion  at  this  dis- 
tance further  then  to  say  that  it  is  not  the  custome  by  the  law  of  Scot- 
land, nor  by  the  practique  of  merchants  heir,  to  sequestrat  goods  becaus 
the  first  owner  was  debtor  to  the  arreisters  debtor ;  and  in  this  case  it 
appears  not  to  ws  that  the  arreisters  have  instructed  that  James  Gordon 
was  indebted  to  them,  nor  that  Joseph  Ormeistoun  was  indebted  to  James 
Gordon.     The  comitty  is  verie  tender  of  the  reputatione  of  your  court, 
and  the  rather  that  quhat  is  done  in  this  affair  was  in  your  absence  and 
without  your  knowledge  or  approbatione,  which  obleidged  the  comity  to 
goe  as  great  a  length  as  possible  to  accomodat  the  ajBfair  in  thir  tearmes, 
that  ye  will  be  pleased  to  cause  appretiatthe  goods  sequestrat  and  delyver 
the  samen  to  Mr  Robert  Pantoun,  or  any  haveing  Mr  Grahames  ordor, 
upon  ther  finding  cautione  that  the  value   as  they  are  appretiat  shall  be 
furthcomeing  to   those  who   hes  best   right ;   the   arreisters,   John    and 
William  Gordons,  on  the  other  hand,  finding  the  lycke  caution  to  be  lyable 
for  the  damnadges  alreaddie  sustained  or  to  be  sustained  in  caice  any  be 
found  at  the  event  of  Mr  Grahames  proces,  as  the  samen  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  royall  borrowes  or  your  court ;   and  with  all  seeing   it  was 
represented  to  the  said  comity  by  the  Gordons  factor  heir  that  John 
Gordon  was  arreisted  at  London  be  Mr  Grahame  for  the  same  cans  and 
hade  found  cautione  there  for  15,000  lib.,  starling,  it  is   thair  opinion 
that  those  to  whom  the  goods  are  delivered  shall  in  name  of  Mr  Grahame 
pas  frae  the  said  English  cautione  upon  the  Gordouns  finding  cautione  in 
your  books  for  the  damnadges  in  maner  forsaid,  but   if  the  saids  John 
and  William  Gordouns  refuse  to  find  cautione  then  the  goods  are  to  be 
delyvered  to  Mr  Grahams  ordor  after  appretiatione  as  above,  without  any 
caution  ;  and  in  caice  at  the  event  of  the  actione  ather  befor  the  bor- 
rowes or  before  your  court  they  think  proper  to    persew  the  damnadges 
ye  are  to  give  all  the  speedie  and  just  repairatione  that  is  requisit  and 
usuall  in  the  lyck  cases.      The  comity  expects  ye  will   comply  with   this 
thair  desire,  which  is  all  from.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant.     Signed  in 
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name  and  at  the  desire  of  the  said  comity,  John  Hall.  Edinburgh  28th  Edinburgh. 

Tv-ri-,„„„  28  November 

November  1693.  1693. 


Agreed  to  the  admission,  of  William  Gordon,  merchant  in  Oampheir,  as  a  Gordon,  factor. 
conjunct  staple  factor  at  Campheer  with  John  G-ordoun  his  cousin. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh, 

Edinburgh,  Hugh   Blair,  dean  of   gild,  and  Alexander  Thomson,  conveener ;  Edinburgh. 
Perth,  James  Crie  ;  Dundie,  James  Fletcher  ;  Aberdeen,  Thomas  Mitchell ;  Stir-  „     ^.    ' 
ling,  John  Dick ;  Linlithgow,  Jeremia  Huntar  ;  St.  Andrews,  James  Smith  ;  gjoners. 
Glasgow,  John  Andersone  ;  Air,  Hugh  Crawfurd ;  Hadingtoun,  HughMaccall  ; 
Kirkcaldie,  John  Millar;  Montrose,  Robert  Arbuthnot ;  Coupar,  Sir  Archibald 
Mure ;  Dumfreis,  Robert  Johnstoun  ;  Inverness,  James  Dumbar  ;  Innerkeithing, 
Alexander  Spittell ;  Kinghorn,  Robert  Bruce  ;  Brichen,  Alexander  Young  ;  Jed- 
burgh, Walter  Soot;  Pitenweem,  James  Cook;  Dumfermling,  John  Chalmers; 
Selkirk,   James   Mitchell ;  Dumbartoun,    Mr  James  SmoUet ;  Dunbar,  Robert 
Kellie ;    Aberbrothock,   Patrick   Stevine  ;    Carraill,    William    Crawfurd ;  Tayn, 
William  Ross ;  Bamflf",  Patrick  Russell ;  Porfar,  Alexander  Jaifrey  ;  Northber- 
wick,  John  Hoome ;  Lauder,  Charles  Lauder  ;  Innerara,  Hugh  Brown.     (Thirty- 
three  burghs  blank.) 

3  July  1694. 

1.  Sir  John  Hall  of  Dunglas,  baronet,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  Prases, 
preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions.  Commissions. 

3.  The  oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  the  assurance  subscribed  by  those  mem-  Oath  of  alleg-i- 
,  111,  .  1  1  .  ,  1  ,  - ,  ance  and  assur- 
bers  who  had  not  previously  done  so  m  that  capacity.  ranee. 

4.  Approved  of  the  commissions  except  those  of  Burntisland  and  Rhenfrew  Commissions 
which  are  not  conform  to  the  platform  established  by  the  burghs.  approve  . 

5.  Appointed  a  general  committee  to  consider  the  missive  and  all  things  that  GetieraXl 
shall  come  before  this  convention. 

6.  Continued,  and  appointed  to  be  heads  of  next  missive,  articles  referring  to  Heads  of  mis- 

1 .  ■  r       T-\       II.        1.   -J        ^'^®  continued. 

qualifications  of  commissioners,  stopping  monopolies  or  gifts,  Dumbarton  briage, 

old  broad   cards,  easing  of  burghs  in  the  tax  roll,  and  the  poverty  of  certain 

burghs. 
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bdinbdrgh.  5  July  1694. 

5  July  1694. 

Commissioners  7.  The  commissioners  of  Eainbiirgh  reported  that  James  Young,  late  sur- 
of  Edinburgh's  veyor  of  Dumfreia,  having  procured  a  gift  under  the  Kings  hand  for  being  general 
report.  surveyor  of  the  bullion  through  the  whole  kingdom,  the  provost  of  Edinburgh  pre- 

vented the  same  from  being  passed  in  exchequer  ;  ''  as  also  their  was  great  endea- 
vours used  by  the  taxsmen  of  the  inland  excyse  to  obleidge  all  the  merchants  in 
this  kingdome  to  pay  sexpence  upon  the  poynt  of  brandie  as  if  they  were  retaillers 
which  lies  been  severall  tymes  fully  heard  and  debeated  befur  the  lords  of 
exchequer  and  stands  yeit  undecided."  The  convention  approved  of  the  report 
and  recommended  Edinburgh  to  endeavour  to  stop  any  other  gift  prejudicial  to 
the  burghs. 
Staple  factors.  8.  The  clerk  reported  that  he  had  received  from  John  Hamiltoun  and  Gilbert 
Stewart  the  bonds  granted  by  them  as  staple  factors  ;  and  Thomas  Grahame  who 
has  not  yet  given  in  his  bond  was  allowed  till  1st  November  next  to  do  so. 
Burgh  of  9.   The  committee  appointed  by  the  17th  act  of  last  general  convention  not 

Cromarty.         having  met,  the  convention  of  new  appointed  the  provost  of  Edinburgh,  Coupar, 
Dumbartoun,  Queensferrie,  Innerkeithing  and  Innerara   to    commune  with  the 
viscount  of  Tarbat  as  to  the  affairs  of  the  burgh  of  Cromarty. 
Innerara,  Falk-         10.   The  burgh  of  Inverara  being  unable,  through  poverty  and  want  of  trade, 
'  to  pay  tlieir  share  in  the  tax  roll,  and  the  convention   being  informed  that  the 

burgh  of  Falkland  "  who  have  been  for  a  long  time  exeimed  from  bearing  any 
publict  burden  with  the  royall  borrowes  are  now  in  a  conditione  to  pay  a  propor- 
tione,"  they  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  Falkland, 
and  if  it  be  able  to  bear  a  proportion  of  the  tax  roll  Inverara  to  be  eased  of  two 
shillings  Soots  and  in  the  meantime  and  till  next  convention,  the  agent  was 
instructed  to  place  the  two  shillings  upon  the  general  account  of  the  burghs. 
Perth,  common  1 1  •  ^"^  ^^^  application  of  the  commissioner  of  Perth,  the  convention  ratified 
clerkship.  and  approved  of  the  gift  of  the  common  clerkship   of  that  burgh  in  favor   of 

Robert  Grahame  during  all  the  days  of  his  lifetime. 

Comity  for  1 2.  The  conveution  considerinsr  that  pairt  of  the  conservators  leter 

establishing  of       ,         .  ,  ,  .... 

staple  port.  relateiDg  to  the  staple  port  and  the  termmatione  of  the  contract  betuixt 
the  royall  borrowes  and  the  toun  of  Campvere,  and  it  being  of  great  im- 
portance to  the  state  of  borrowes  that  all  dew  tryall  and  informatione  be 
taken  anent  the  setleing  of  the  staple  for  the  tyme  to  come,  and  that  it 
may  be  necessar  to  call  over  the  conservator  theranent,  as  also  sewerall 
other  things  may  emerge  after  tryall  which  will  conduce  to  the  generall 
advantage  of  the  borrowes,  all  which  requires  so  great  deliberatione  as 
that  the  samen  cannot   be   done  dureing  the  siting  of  this  present  con- 
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ventione  nor  is  it  proper  to  delay  the  samen  to  the  next  generall  conven-  Edinbuboh. 

tione,    therfor   the    conventione  nominats    and   appoynts   the    burghs    of  — ^ '— 

Edinburgh,  Dundie,  Aberdeen,  Linlithgow,  Glasgow,  Air,  Kirkcaldie,  estTbi^Wng of 
Montross,  Coupar,  Inverness  and  Dumbartoun,  to  meet  as  a  comitie,  wherof  '^^^P'®  P"""'' 
seven  to  be  a  quorum,  after  the  disolveing  of  this  present  conventione,  and 
appoints  ther  first  meeting  to  be  on  Monday  next  at  ten  acloack,  and 
therafter  to  adjourn  themselves  from  tyme  to  tyme  as  they  shall  think 
fitt  ;  with  full  power  to  them  to  take  wnder  consideratione  the  whoU 
affair  relateing  to  the  staple  port  and  to  receave  all  inteligence,  informa- 
tion and  tryall  they  can  have  theranent,  with  what  offers  shall  be  made 
by  the  touns  in  Holland  and  Zealand  anent  the  establishment  of  the  said 
staple,  and  in  lyck  maner  with  power  to  them  if  need  beis  to  call  over  the 
conservator  and  to  comon  with  him  theranent,  and  after  all  tryall  is  taken 
by  the  said  comitie  who  are  heirby  impowered  to  acquaint  [twenty-four 
burghs  to  meet  as  a  particular  convention,]  with  full  power  to  the  said 
particular  conventione  to  treat,  vote,  and  determine  the  wholl  mater  anent 
the  staple  and  conclud  the  samen  by  contract,  and  to  doe  everie  thing 
needfull  theranent  sicklyik  and  als  freely  in  all  respects  as  the  generall 
conventione  might  doe  therin  themselves,  which  they  heirby  obleidge 
themselves  to  ratifie  the  next  generall  conventione. 

13.  The  convention  haveing  considered  ane  accompt  of  debursements  Aeenttopay 
given  in  by  Mr  Andrew  Kennedie,  present  conservator,  and  that  sewerall  vator. 
articles  in  the  said  accompt  was  debursed  upon  the  generall  accompt  of 
the  royall  borrowes  and  his  attending  his  Majestie  and  the  secretaries  of 
state  for  takeing  of  the  arreist  led  by  the  toun  of  Campheir  on  the  Scots 
effects  upon  the  speciall  ordor  of  the  royall  borrowes,  doe  therfore,  in  con- 
sideratione of  the  forsaid  accompt  produced  and  considered  in  presence  of 
the  conventione,  and  his  cair  and  dilligence  in  prosecuting  and  attending 
their  affaires  in  takeing  of  the  forsaid  arreist,  they  appoynt  Mr  John 
Buchan,  ther  agent,  to  pay  to  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedie  the  sowme 
of  fyftie  pound  sterling  mony. 

1  4.    The  convention  haveing  considered  the  petition  given  in  by  Sir  ^'^^^^^ 
James  Oswald  of  Finiltoune  and  James  Dunlap,  collectors,  wherby  ther  is 
resting  of  bygane  cess  by  the  toun  of  Cromarty  the  sowme  of  two  thousand 
pounds  Scots,  and  in  respect  they  can  have  no  access  to  the  said  burgh 
for  payment  therof,  as  being  expunged    out   of  the  roll  of  royall   burghs 
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Edinbtogh.     by  acts    of   parliament    and    secreit    councill,    and    therfor    most    have 

— —  recourse  upon  the  whoU  royall  borrowes  for  payment  therof,  and   intends 

Cromarty.  to  quarter  upon  the  good  town  of  Edinburgh  for  the  samen  if  there  be 
not  some  speedie  course  taken  theranent,  do  therfore  recomend  to  the 
comity  that  is  to  sit  after  disolving  this  present  conventione  to  comon 
with  the  said  Sir  James  Oswald  and  James  Dunlap  anent  what  is  trewly 
resting  of  cess  by  the  said  burgli  of  Cromarty,  with  full  power  to  them  to 
examine  the  wholl  mater  and  call  for  Baillie  Walkers  report  of  the  caice 
and  conditione  of  the  said  burgh,  and  after  full  tryall  taken  of  the  wholl 
affair  to  appoint  the  agent  to  pay  what  shall  be  found  justly  resting  to 
them  upon  the  accompt  of  the  said  cess. 

Burgh  of  15.  Appointed  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Coupar  and  Dumbartoune  to  treat 

Dysart.  ^^^-^  Lord  Sinclair   in  relation  to  the  difference  between  his  lordship  and  the 

burgh  of  Dysart. 
TaynaiidDor-         16.  Appointed  certain  burghs  to  visit  and  report  upon  the  condition  of  the 
noch.  burghs  of  Tayn  and  Dornoch  with  reference  to  petitions  from  these  burghs. 

Stevensone  17.   Remitted  to  the  committee  which  is  to  sit  after  the  dissolving  of  this 

and  Pantoun.  convention  to  settle  differences  between  Alexander  Stevenson,  merchant  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  Robert  Pantoun,  merchant  in  Campheir,  referred  to  in  the  29th  act 
of  last  general  convention. 

6  July  1694. 

Act  in  favour  18.  The  Convention  haveing  considered  the  petition  given  in  by  the 

""  burgh  of  Bruntjsland  and  the  reasons  and  causes  therin  specified,  doe 
therfor  appoynt  Mr  John  Buchan,  ther  agent,  to  pay  three  hundreth 
marks  towards  the  present  repairatione  of  the  harbour  of  the  said  burgh 
of  Bruntjsland,  and  appoynts  the  said  money  to  be  payed  in  to  the  commis- 
sionar  of  Innerkeithing  who  is  heirby  appoynted  to  be  overseer  of  the 
repairationes  of  the  said  harbour  and  by  whois  advice  and  directione  the 
samen  is  to  be  done  and  to  take  inspectione  of  the  caice  and  conditione  of 
the  said  burgh. 

Mackenzie  of  19.   The   Convention   remitts   to  the  comitty   who  are  to  sitt  after 

Eosehaugh,         ^.^.  t*    i  •  •  i  it*i 

Kennedie.  disolvemg  01  this  conventione  to  take  wmder  ther  consideratione  the  decreit 
obtained  at  the  instance  of  George  Mackenzie  of  Rosshaugh,  son  and  air 
to  the  deceast  Sir  George  M'Kenzie,  late  lord  advocat,  against  the  royall 
borrowes,  for  payment  of  his  bygone  pensione  resting  to  him,  as  also  the 
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proces  comenced  at  the  instance  of  the  creditors  of  the  deceast  Sir  James  Edinburgh. 
Kennedie,  with  full  power  to  the  said  comity  to  give  instructions  to  ther : 


jVlilCkGllZlG  of 

agent  in  defending  of  the   saids  proces,  or  otherwayes  to  compone  and  iiosehaugh, 
transact  with  them  to  the  best  advantage.  ™'"'  '^' 

20.  Appointed  the  burghs  of  Hadingtoun  and  Dumbar  to  inspect  and  report  Northberwick 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  burgh  of  North  Berwick,  with  power  to  the  particular  ^"  ^^^  ^^' 
convention  if  they  think  fit  to  advance  what  money  is  necessary  for  the  repair  of 
their  harbour.  Also,  appointed  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Dumfreis,  Selkirk  and 
Lanark  to  visit  and  take  trial  of  "the  condition  of  the  burgh  of  Peeples,  and  par- 
ticularly anent  the  incroachments  made  be  the  Duke  of  Queenaberrie  in  building 
his  park  dyks  and  other  absuses." 

21.  The  dean  of  gild  of  Edinburgh  reported  that  Whytfeild  Hay ter  Act  in  favour 
of  London,  citizen,  and  his  pairteners,  haveing  obtained  ane  act  from  their  ^f  Edinburgh. 
Majesties  privie  councill  erecting  a  manufactory  for  dressing  and  collour- 

ing  all  sorts  of  leather  in  any  place  of  this  kingdome  without  royalties, 
declaireing  them  to  have  right  to  all  the  priviledges  of  a  manufactory,  and 
they  haveing  a  great  stock  and  (as  being  declared  ane  manufactory)  many 
imunities,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  they  may,  be  export  or  otherwayes, 
inhance  the  trade  of  skins  and  leather,  to  the  great  hurt  and  prejudice  of 
the  leidges,  and  more  especially  of  the  skinners  and  others  dealeing  in  skins 
and  leather  in  royall  burghs  ;  which  report  being  considered  by  the  conven- 
tione,  they  grant  warrant  to  the  commissionars  of  Edinburgh  and  Mr  John 
Buchan,  ther  agent,  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  royall  borrowes,  to  assist 
and  concurr  with  the  incorporation  of  the  Skinners  of  Edinburgh  for 
preventing  and  remeading  the  forsaid  inconveniences  of  the  said  Whyt- 
feild Hayter  inhanceing  the  trade  of  the  skins  and  leather  of  this  kingdome, 
befor  any  judicatory  competent. 

22.  The  convention  being  credibly  informed   that  ther  are  sewerall  Staple  factors. 
staple  factors  who  are  actuall  traders  and  copartners  in  shipeings,  contrar 

to  sewerall  acts  of  borrowes,  doe  therfor  appoynt  the  conservator  to  give 
ane  particular  accompt  of  all  factors  that  are  traders  and  copairtners  in 
shiping  goeing  from  Scotland  to  the  staple  port,  as  also  appoynts  the  con- 
servator to  make  report  to  the  particular  conventione  of  borrowes  that  is 
to  sitt  after  disolveing  of  this  present  conventione  of  all  factors  who  have 
taken  and  signed  the  oath  of  alleadgiance  to  their  Majesties  King  William 
and  Queen  Mary  and  subscrivit  the  assurrance. 
2  2  b 


194 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


EDINBUnOH. 
6  July  1694. 

Conceaved 
prayers. 


Acrent's 
iiccompts. 


Anent  the 
linnen  manu- 
factory. 


11  li. 

5  li. 

12  li. 
29  li. 


23.  The  conventione,  considering  ane  act  of  the  general!  conventione 
of  borrowes  in  July  1648  anent  conceaved  prayers,  to  be  used  by  all  par- 
ticular or  generall  conventiones,  doe  therfor  ratifie,  approve,  and  confirme 
the  said  act  in  all  the  heads,  clauses,  and  articles  therof,  and  recomends 
to  each  royall  burgh  that  conceaved  prayers  be  said  at  all  ther  meetings 
of  councill  in  all  tyme  comeing. 

24.  Approved  of  the  agent's  accounts  of  disbursements  from  July  1693  to 
July  1694,  extending  to  £3844,   lis.   4d.  Scots,  and  ordained  the  burghs  to 
pay  their  proportions.     The  following  items  are  included  in  the  accounts  : — 
Item,  to  the  secretaries  man  in  the  comity  attending  the  secretary 

anent  procureing  of  ships  for  secureing  the  trade,  .  .         1 1  li.   1 2s. 

Item,  to  the  Dutch  interpreter  of  the  Dutch  letter  from  Campheir,  5  li.    1 6s. 

Item,  for  a  dinner  at  Leith  to  the  captain  of  the  Zealand  convoy, 
by  ordor  of  the  comity,     ....... 

Item,  to  the  king's  advocat  consulting  anent  the  ann  of  the  relicts 
of  ministers  in  royall  burrowes,  ..... 

Item,  to  the  chancellors  men  when  the  comitty  attended  his  lord- 
ship about  mantaineing  of  the  two  ships  of  force,  .  .  5  U.    1 6s 

25.  The  convention  haueing  taken  to  ther  consideratione  that  ther 
is  a  linnen  company  seting  up  in  this  kiugdome,  wherof  ane  considerable 
pairt  is  in  the  hands  of  English  and  some  of  Scots  merchants,  and  that 
few  of  the  members  of  the  royall  borrowes  are  intressed  therin,  and  it 
being  most  important  to  the  royall  borrowes  that  such  of  them  as  are 
willing  to  imploy  ane  stock  in  the  linnen  trade  should  joyn  together  and 
sett  up  ane  linnen  manufactory,  aither  by  them  or  in  conjunction  with 
any  others  who  will  concurr  with  them,  therfor  and  to  the  effect  the  for- 
said  designe  may  have  some  effectwall  ryse  and  begining,  and  that  none 
of  the  members  of  the  borrows  may  be  excluded,  therfor  the  conventione 
does  heirby  recomend  to  the  comity  or  particular  conventione  that  is  to 
sitt  after  disolveing  of  this  conventione  to  meet,  comon,  and  delibrat 
anent  the  forsaid  linnen  manufactory,  and  to  take  in  and  consider  what 
offers  and  overtures  shall  be  made  to  them  theranent,  and  to  conclude  and 
determine  as  they  shall  think  convenient  in  that  mater,  and  as  each 
burgh  is  heirby  advertished  to  concurr  if  they  think  iitt  in  the  forsaid 
mater  so  no  burgh  shall  be  lyable  or  bound  to  joyn  in  the  said  manufac- 
tory except  they  be  convinced  and  satisfied  that  it  is  there  particular 
intrest  to  doe  the  same. 
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26.  The  conventione  considering  the  great  preiudice  which  aryses  to  J^d^burgh. 

J.1       i  1      /■.!•      1-        1  1         1        P  -,      ■        \.  ,.        -,  .  6  July  1694. 

trie  tread  oi  this  kmgdome  by  the  frequent  takeing  of  our  ships  by  pirrats 

and  privateers,  and  the  great  and  unsupportable  loss  which  all  treading  privateers. 
merchants  did  sustaine  therby,  that  if  some  effectuall  course  be  not  taken 
for  preventing  therof  the  tread  of  the  royall  borrowes  will  be  intirly 
distroyed  and  all  merchants  discouraged,  doe  therfore  impower  the  comity 
or  particular  conventione  of  borrowes  that  are  to  sitt  after  disolveing  of 
this  conventione  to  take  under  ther  serious  consideratione  the  most 
effectwall  means  for  secureing  the  sea  costs  from  privateers,  with  full 
power  to  them  to  apply  to  the  secreit  councill  or  the  secretaris  of  state 
that  they  may  informe  their  Majesties  of  the  absolut  necessities  of  secure- 
ing their  trade,  that  his  Majesties  give  instructions  to  his  commissioner  at 
the  siting  of  the  next  sessione  of  parliament  that  some  effectuall  course  be 
taken  thereanent,  and  in  caice  the  parliament  doe  not  meet  betuixt  and 
the  first  of  January  next  the  conventione  grants  powar  to  the  said  comity 
to  make  offer  to  the  government  that  the  state  of  borrowes  are  willing 
and  content  to  furnish  ane  hundreth  and  fyfty  seamen  and  pay  thair 
wages  for  four  moneth  tyme,  the  government  furnishing  three  ships  of  suffi- 
cient force  with  all  things  necessar  for  that  effect,  and  that  two  of  those 
ships  may  guaird  the  eastern  coasts  and  one  of  them  guaird  the  coasts 
upon  the  west,  and  ordains  the  agent  to  advance  moe  as  the  comity  or 
particular  conventione  shall  ordour  to  the  effect  forsaid. 

27.  The    conventione    considering    that    Sir    James    Stewart,    ther  Assessor  to 

-Kr   ■        •  ^  ■  ■         ■  ■  1        ■  •  !•    1       royall  bor- 

Majesties  advoeat,  hes  been  vene  active  m  servemg  the  just  mtrest  of  the  rowes. 
state  of  borrowes  on  all  occasiones,  both  in  parliament  and  privie  councill, 
and  assisting  them  as  ther  advoeat  in  all  calces  quherin  they  are  concerned, 
doe  therfor  nominat,  elect,  and  choyse  the  said  Sir  James  Stewart,  ther 
Majesties  advoeat,  to  be  assessor  to  the  royall  borrowes  for  the  year  to 
come,  and  allowes  him  fyve  hundreth  marks  of  sallarie,  to  comence  from 
the  date  heirof  and  to  containow  to  the  next  generall  conventione. 

28.  On  the  petition  of  the  burgh  of  Lanerk,  the  convention  appointed  the  Burgh  of 
bui'glis  of  Glasgow  and  Dumbarton  "  to  meet  with  George  Bailhe  of  Geraswood  I"inerk. 
and  doe  ther  outmost  endeavour  to  settle  and  adjust  the  differences  betwixt  him 

and  the  burgh  of  Lanark,"  and  to  report  to  the  committee  sitting  after  the  con- 
vention, who  are  to  have  power  to  consider  and  dispose  of  the  matter. 

29.  Exempted   Lauder  from  attending  conventions  for  three  years,  it  being  Lauder. 
"  a  poor  and  mean  burgh  and  not  in  a  condition  to  attend  the  dyets. 
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Edinburgh. 
6  July  1694. 

Agent,  £500. 
Clerk,  £400. 


Servants, 
gratuities. 

Act  in  favours 
of  Dawiok  and 
severall  others. 


Unlaws  for 
absence. 
Conservators 
letter,  Ken- 
nedy's relict. 

Act,  disolveing 
convention. 


30.  Allowed  to  John  Buchan,  agent,  £500  Scots,  "upon  the  accompt  of  his 
extraordinarie  paynes  in  the  borrows  affairs  thir  two  years  bypast. 

31.  Allowed  to  the  clerk  £400  Scots  "  upon  the  accompt  of  his  extraordinary 
paynes  in  the  borrowes  affaires." 

32.  Allowed  gratuities  to  James  Nasmith,  depute  clerk,  of  £15  sterling,  and 
to  the  clerks  servant  of  100  merks. 

33.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  John  Veatoh,  presenter  of  the  signatures, 
£60  Scots;  to  Alexander  Dunlop,  "  clerk  to  borrow  equi,"  £60  Scots;  to  the 
macers  of  privy  council  40  merks,  and  to  the  macers  of  session  40  merks,  "  and 
that  as  a  gratuity  to  them  for  ther  services  quhat  ever  any  of  the  royall  borrowes 
have  any  affairs  adoe  ather  befor  the  privy  counsell  or  sessione  ;"  also  to  Andrew 
and  George  Moncur,  burgh  officers,  250  merks,  and  to  Sir  William  Campbell  six 
rex  dollars. 

34.  Unlawed  the  absent  burghs  in  £100  Scots  each. 

35.  Appointed  the  committee  which  is  to  sit  after  this  convention  to  write 
an  answer  to  the  conservator's  letter  and  to  consider  a  petition  by  the  relict  of 
Sir  James  Kennedy. 

36.  Dissolved  the  present  convention  and  appointed  next  general  meeting  to 
be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1695. 


Edinbursh. 
2  July  1695. 

Sederunt. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Hugh  Blair,  dean  of  gild,  and  Alexander  Thomson,  hammerman  ; 
Perth,   Eobert  Smith;  Dundie,   James    Fletcher;  Aberdeen,  Thomas  Mitchell; 
Stirling,   John   Stevinsone ;    Lithgow,   Jeriemia  Huntar ;    St  Andrews,  James 
Smith ;    Glasgow,  John  Andersone ;    Air,  John  Moore ;     Hadingtoun,  William 
Maccall ;   Dysart,  Alexander  Swintoun  ;    Kirkcaldie,  John  Bosewall ;    Montrose, 
James    Mndie ;    Cupar,    Sir  Archibald  Moore  ;    Damfreis,    Eobert  Johnstoun  ; 
Invernese,  John  Cuthbert  ;  Bruntjsland,  Alexander  Gedd  ;  Innerkeithing,  Alex- 
ander Spitall ;  Kinghorn,  Eobert  Bruce ;    Brichen,   Francis   Mollisone ;    Irvine, 
Mr  Alexander  Cuninghame ;  Jedburgh,  Thomas  Porteous ;  Kirkcudbright,  John 
Ewart ;    Plttenweem,  George  Smith ;    Dunfermling,   John  Chalmers ;    Selkirk, 
James    Mitchellhill ;    Dumbartoun,     Mr  James     Smolet;     Ehenfrew,    William 
Cochrane  ;    Dumbar,   Robert    Faa ;    Lanerk,    Eobert   Huntar ;     Aberbrothock, 
Patrick  Stevine;    Elgine,  James  Stewart ;   Peeples,  Eobert  Forrester;    Carraill, 
George  Moncreiff ;  Tayn,  William  Eoss  ;  Culross,  Eobert  Blair ;  Bamff,  Walter 
Stewart ;    Forfar,  John  Carnegie ;    Forres,  William  Brodie  ;    Eutherglen,  John 
Scot;   Northberwick,  John  Home  ;   Kilrennie,  Alexander  Stevinsone ;   Annan, 
Bryce  Blair;    Lochmaben,   William   Menzies ;    Dingwall,  Kenneth  M'Kenzie ; 
Queensferrie,  Sir  William  Hamiltoun  ;  Fortrose,  Daniel  Sympsone ;  Innerbervie, 
William  Beuty.      (Seventeen  burghs  absent.) 
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2  July  1695.  f----; 


1 .  Sir  Roberb  Cheisly,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preaes. 

2.  The  oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  the  assurance  subscribed  by  those  mem-  Alleadgianoe 

bill.  -11  •      ,1     .  .  and  assurance. 

ers  who  had  not  previously  done  so  in  that  capacity.  Eevising  oom- 

3.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions.  misions. 

4.  Approved  of  the  commissions,  dispensing  with  some  formalities.  approved. 

5.  Appointed  a  general  committee  to  consider  the  whole  missive  and  all  other  Generall 
affairs  coming  before  this  convention.  comity. 

6.  The  convention  appoynts  the  fourth  article  of  the  misive  wherin  Bridge  of 
the  agent  is  impowered  to  receave  ilk  particular  burghs  contributione 
appoynted  towards  the  building  of  the  bridge  of  Dumbartoun,  conforme 

to  the  sewerall  acts  of  borrowes  in  ther  favours,  to  be  heirafter  delet  out 
of  the  missive ;  but  in  respect  the  foundatione  of  the  said  bridge  is  not 
yeit  begun,  therfore  the  conventione  declaires  how  soon  applicatione  shall 
be  made  be  the  burgh  of  Dumbartoun  to  the  royall  borrowes  representing 
that  the  foundatione  of  ther  bridge  is  laid  and  begun  that  the  forsaid 
contributione  appoynted  be  the  royall  borrowes  to  be  payed  to  the  agent 
for  ther  use  shall  commence  and  be  a  head  of  the  missive. 

7.  Continued,  and  appointed  to  be  heads  of  next  missive,  articles  referring  jjeads  of  mis  • 
to   qualifications    of    commissioners,   stopping  gifts    and   monopolies,   casing  of  ^'^^  continued. 
burghs  in  tax  roll,  and  old  broad  cards. 

4  July  1695. 

8.  Appointed  the  agent  "  to  assist  the  commissioner  of  Fortrose  in  persew-  Fortrose. 
ing  the  shyre  of  Ross  befor  the  parliament  for  disjoyneing  ther  burgage  lands 

from  payment  of  ther  publict  burdens  with  the  shire  of  Ross." 

9.  Having  heard  the  committee's  report  as  to  Tayne,  the  convention  ap-  Tayn  and 
pointed  the  agent  to  assist  that  burgh  "  in  giveing  in  ane  petition  to  the  parlia-  I*'"^'""^''- 
ment  or  lords  of  privie  couucill  anent  the  ruinous  conditione  of  ther  tolbooth, 

and  that  the  samen  is  lyck  to  fall  doun,  and  to  discharge  any  prisoners  to  be  sent 
to  the  said  burgh  till  ther  tolbooth  be  rebuilded  or  repaired."  The  convention 
appointed  a  report  on  the  condition  of  the  burgh  and  "  the  visitatione  of  the 
burgh  of  Dornoch  by  the  burghs  of  Tayne  and  Dingwall,  with  ther  mean  and  low 
conditione,  the  want  of  magistracie,  and  ther  unsupportable  burden  in  the  taxt 
roll,"'  to  be  heads  of  next  general  missive. 
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Annan  and 
other  burghs. 


Bruntisland. 


10.  The  conventione  haveing  considered  the  mean  and  low  conditione 
■  of  the  burghs  of  Dysart,  Cuh-oss,  Lochmaben,  and  Annan,  and  the  fre- 
quent applicationes  they  make  to  be  eased  in  the  taxt  roll,  they  appoint 
the  samen  to  be  taken  wnder  speciall  consideratione  and  what  way  the 
saids  poor  burghs  may  be  eased  of  ther  burdens  ;  and  upon  representa- 
tione  of  the  burghs  of  Elgine,  Kirkcaldie  and  Bamff,  made  be  the  com- 
missioners therof,  the  conventione  appoynts  the  present  decay  of  trade 
and  ther  unsupportable  burden  of  debts,  with  ther  proportione  of  the  taxt 
roll,  to  be  considered  as  ane  head  of  the  next  misive. 

11.  The  conventione  haveing  considered  the  commissioner  of  Inner- 
keithings  reports  that  he  hade  taken  inspectione  of  the  caice  and  condi- 
tione of  the  town  of  Burntjsland  and  the  last  years  revenew,  with  the 
thesaurers  accompts,  and  fand  that  there  comon  good  was  supperexpended 
conforme  to  ane  stated  accompt  subscryved  be  the  magistrats,  and  that 
he  hade  bestowed  the  sowme  of  three  hundreth  marks  Scots  monie 
receaved  from  the  agent  of  the  borrowes  for  repairatione  of  the  wester 
peir  and  harbour  of  Bruntjsland,  conforme  to  ane  particular  accompt 
given  in  with  the  instructions  therof  and  therafter  delyvered  to  the  com- 
missioner of  Bruntisland  ;  the  conventione  approves  of  the  commissioners 
of  Innerkeithings  care  and  dilligence  therin  and  appointes  the  farder  con- 
sideratione of  the  said  wester  peir  and  harbour  to  be  visited  by  the 
burghs  of  Edinburgh,  lunerkeithing,  Kirkcaldie,  Dysart,  Kinghorn  and 
Pitenweem,  or  any  three  of  them,  and  to  report  to  the  comity  that  is  to 
sit  after  disolveing  of  this  conventione,  with  power  to  them  to  allow  to 
the  towne  of  Bruntisland  what  shall  be  thought  necesar  for  repairatione  of 
the  said  wester  peir,  to  be  bestowed  at  the  sight  and  by  the  advyce  of  the 
commissioner  of  lunerkeithing. 

Cromarty,  Vis-  12.  The  committee  formerly  appointed  not  having  met,  the  convention  of 
new  appointed  the  provost  of  Edinburgh,  Coupar,  Dumbartoun,  and  Queens- 
ferrie  to  commune  with  the  Viscount  of  Tarbat  anent  the  affairs  of  the  burgh  of 
Cromarty. 

Peeples  and  13    jRenewed  the  remits  contained  in  the  20th  act  of  last  seneral  conven- 

]N  orthberwick.    , .  o 

tion. 

Anent  shoui-  ]  4.   The   convention    haveing  considered  the   overture   past   by  the 

iodgin'g,^coau    comity  for  securitie  of  the  kingdome,  wherby  it  was  ther  opinion  that  all 
and  candle.      officers  exacting  lodgeing,   coall  and   candle,  gratis,  for  themselves,  ther 
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wives   or  children,   shall  loss  ther  commissions,   and   that   all  shouldiers  Edihbcegh. 
exacting  lodgeing,  coall  and  candle,  gratis,  for  themselves,  ther  wives   or 


children,  shall  be  lyable  for  the  damnadge ;  and  that  in  caice  of  complaint  diers  exacttug 
upon  a  shouldier  not  commissionat  his  exacting  as  aforsaid,  the  comand-  an/ candJe!^ 
ing  officer  to  whom  the  complaint  shall  be  made  known  shall  be  obleidged 
to  make  present  payment  of  the  complainers  damnadge  at  the  sight  and 
appoyntment  of  the  magistrats  within  burgh,  and  at  the  sight  of  the 
justices  of  peace  or  other  judges  within  the  shyre,  wnder  the  penalty  of 
paying  three  moneths  pay  for  the  first  fault,  and  for  the  second  shall  louse 
his  commissione;  and  that  the  forsaid  three  moneths  pay  shall  be  applyed 
for  defraying  of  the  complainers  expences  in  prosecuting  the  officer  befor 
the  lords  of  privie  councill  ;  which  being  considered  be  the  conventione 
they  recommend  to  each  particular  member  of  parliament  to  use  ther  en- 
deavour for  passeing  of  the  said  act  of  parliament  as  tending  verie  much 
to  the  intrest  of  the  state  of  borrowes. 


18  July  1695. 

1 5.  The  convention  ratified,  approved  and  confirmed  to  Mr  William  Cochrane  of  Batiflcationn 
Kilmaronock,  a  charter  granted  by  the  magistrates,  town  council,  and  coramnnity  '°^^™ock  ^'' 
of   Dumbartoun,   dated    5th    November   1692,    of  common  lands  belonging  to 
that  burgh  and  lying  within  the  territory  of  the  same,   reserving  certain  high- 
ways through  the  lands,  to  be  holden  of  the  magistrates  and  council  as  superiors, 
and  paying  therefor  £4  Scots  of  feu  duty  yearly. 

16.   Eeferring  to  the  15th  act  of  last  general  convention  they  ratified  a  con-  pysart. 
tract  between  Lord  Sinclair  and  the  council  and  community  of  the  burgh  where- 
by the  differences  between  them  were  settled  and  adjusted.     The  contract  was 
ordered  to  be  recorded  after  this  convention. 

1 7.  The  convention  considering  ane  draught  of  ane  act  of  parliament  Anent  the  re- 
anent  the  royall  borrowes  receaveing  of  prisoners  in  ther  tolbooths,  which  pris™ers° 
being  publictly  read  was  ordained  to  be  recorded,  wherof  the  tenor 
followes  : — Our  Soveraigne  Lord  considering  that  generally  the  burghs  of 
this  kingdome,  havers  of  prisons,  are  troubled  and  overcharged  with  pri- 
soners thrust  into  ther  prisons  who  haue  nothing  to  mantain  themselues 
but  most  of  necessity  either  starve  or  be  a  burden  upon  the  burgh,  doe 
therfor  and  for  remead  therof,  with  the  advyce  and  consent  of  the  esteats 
of  parliament,  statut  and   ordain  that  no  magistrat  of  the  saids  burghes 
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Anent  the  re- 
ceaving  of 
prisoners. 


Adjudications 
befor  inferior 
judicatories. 


shall  be  for  heirafter  obleidged  to  receave  any  prisoners  at  the  instance  of 
privat  pairties  for  civill  debts  and  causes  unless  the  pairtie  or  messenger 
who  presents  the  prisoner  doe  first  give  to  the  magistrats  security  that 
in  caice  the  prisoner  cannot  aliement  himself  then  he  shall  aliement  him 
and  relieve  the  burgh  of  that  chairge  dureing  his  imprisonment ;  and  where 
prisoners  are  committed  by  shirreffs  and  other  inferior  judges  for 
criminall  causes  and  delinquences,  that  then  and  in  that  caice  the 
shirreff  or  other  inferior  judge  by  whom  the  prisoner  is  comitted  shall  be 
lyable  to  aliement  the  said  prisoner  so  far  as  his  moveable  goodes  will 
extend  to  and  shall  be  intrometed  with  by  the  said  shirreff  or  any  other 
inferior  judge  or  ther  orders,  as  also  that  the  said  shirreff  or  other  infe- 
rrior  judges  doe  cause  prosecut  and  bring  to  tryall  the  forsaid  criminalls 
comitted  by  them  with  all  dilligence  as  they  will  be  answersable,  pro- 
videing  allwayes,  lyckeas  it  is  heirby  expressly  provyded,  that  this  act 
shall  not  be  extended  to  such  prisoners  as  by  order  of  his  Majesty  or  of 
his  privie  councill  or  of  his  Majestys  advocat  for  his  highness  intrest  shall 
be  comitted  prisoners  but  that  such  prisoners  and  the  burghs  where  they 
shall  be  comitted  shall  be  in  the  same  caice  as  they  were  befor  the 
makeing  of  this  act,  and  which  act  being  delayed  to  be  past  in  the  last 
sessione  of  parliament,  therfor  the  convention  recomends  to  the  sewerall 
commissioners  of  borrows  to  doe  thair  outmost  endeavours  for  passeing  of 
the  said  act  in  the  next  sessione  of  parliament  as  tending  verie  much  to 
the  intrest  of  the  state  of  borrowes. 

]  8.  The  convention  considering  ane  draught  of  ane  act  of  parliament 
anent  adjudicationes  befor  inferior  courts,  which  being  publictly  red  was 
ordained  to  be  recorded,  wherof  the  tenor  followes  : — Our  soveraigne 
Lord  and  the  esteats  of  parliament  takeing  to  consideratione  that  the 
necesar  expences  in  leading  adjudicationes  befor  the  lords  of  session  doe 
in  severall  caices  exceed  the  sowme  for  which  adjudicationes  are 
deduced,  for  remead  whereof  in  tyme  comeing  it  is  statut  and  ordained 
that  it  shall  be  leisum  to  all  persones  who  shall  happen  to  adjudge  heir- 
after  for  sowmes  not  exceeding  fyve  hundreth  marks,  that  they  may 
intent  and  prosecut  the  samen  adjudicationes  befor  the  inferiors  courts 
within  whose  jurisdictione  the  debitor  leives,  and  the  respective  judges  of 
the  saidis  courts  are  heirby  warranted  to  proceed  therin  conforme  to  the 
act  of  parliament  made  anent  adjudications  of  lands,  and  which  act  bein^ 
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delayed  to  be  past  the  last  sessione  of  parliament  therfoie  the  conven-  Edinbdegh. 
tione  recomends  to  the  sewerall  commissionars  of  borrowes  to  doe  ther 


outmost  endeavours  for  paseing  of  the  said  act  in  the  next  sessione  of  befor  interior 
parliament  as  tending  verie  much  to  the  intrest  of  the  state  of  borrowes.  ■""  "^'^*°™^- 

19.  Remitted  to  a  committee  to  consider,  and  to  do  what  is  best  for  the  Sir  George 
interest  of  the  burghs  in  i-egard  to  a  decreit  obtained  against  them  at  the  instance  gir  james^Ken- 
of  George  Mackenzie   of  Rosehaugh,   for   payment   of  £1180  Scots,  and   also   a  nedies  relict. 
decreet  obtained  against  them  by  the  creditors  of  the  deceased  Sir  James  Kennedie. 

22  July  1695. 

20.  The  cenventione  considering  ane  accompt  of  cess  resting  by  the  Burgh  of  Cro- 
burgh  of  Cromarty,  extending  to  the  sowme  of  nynteen  hundreth   and 

sextie  fyve  pound  Scots  mony,  since  Martinmas  j""  vj°  and  eighty  one  to 
Candlemas  j"  vj°  nyntie  one  yeares,  which  Sir  James  Oswald  of  Fingle- 
town  and  James  Dunlop,  lait  generall  receavers,  are  creaveing  payment 
thereof,  doe  therfor  appoynt  applicatione  to  be  made  to  the  lords  off 
theasaurie  for  ane  ease  of  the  said  sowme  and  that  the  Viscount  of  Tar- 
bat  be  acquainted  to  assist  and  concur  with  the  royall  borrowes  befor  the 
thesaurie,  being  his  concerne,  and  appoynts  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh, 
Coupar,  Dumbartoun  and  Lochmaben,  or  any  two  of  them,  whereof 
Edinburgh  to  be  one,  to  meet  with  the  said  Sir  James  Oswald  and  James 
Dunlop  anent  what  is  trewly  resting  of  the  said  cess  be  the  said  burgh  of 
Cromarty,  with  power  to  them  to  adjust  the  wholl  mater  and  object 
against  the  accompt  given  in,  and  to  defend  or  determine  thairin  as  they 
shall  see  just,  and  appoynts  the  agent  to  advance  what  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  them,  or  otherwayes  impowers  the  agent  to  consult  advocats 
and  prosecut  the  said  affair  as  accords  of  the  law  by  advyce  of  the  said 
comitie. 

21.  The  convention  appoynts  the  factors  serveing  at  the  staple  port,  staple  factors, 
upon  the  death,  vaccancie,  or  demissione  of  a  conservator,  to  uplift  and  Lewes'!™  °'^ 
collect  the  former  dewes  in  use  to  be  payed  to  him  dureing  the  vaccancie, 

in  the  same  way  and  maner  as  any  former  conservator  was  in  use  to  uplift 
and  collect  the  samen,  and  which  dewes  is  to  be  made  furthcomeing  to  the 
state  of  borrowes  for  ther  proper  use  and  behoofF,  alloweing  allwayes  to 
2  2  c 
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Captain 
Covent,  .£20. 


Exeiming 

several! 

burghs. 

Queensferrie. 


Agent's  ac- 
compts. 


Tack  to  Mr 
John  Buchan, 


the  saids  factors  for  tliair  collections  what  shall  be  thought  reasonable  by 
the  generall  conventione  to  whom  tbey  shall  give  in  ther  accompts. 

22.  The  conventione  haveing  heard  the  conservators  report  that  he 
hade  prevailed  with  Captain  Convent,  captain  of  ane  Dutch  man  of  war, 
to  attend  sewerall  Scots  ships  to  the  mouth  of  the  firth,  though  his  ordors 
bear  only  the  length  of  Flamboriehead,  and  that  he  was  engadged  for  that 
service  to  promise  ane  gratificatione  to  him,  the  conventione  in  considera- 
tione  therof  appoynts  the  agent  to  advance  to  the  said  Captain  Convent, 
or  to  the  conservator  to  his  behooff,  the  sowme  of  twenty  pound  sterling 
of  gratuity,  which  they  grant  warrand  to  the  agent  to  uplift  from  the 
sewerall  skippers  or  masteres  of  the  saides  ships  which  wer  wnder  the  pro- 
tection e  of  the  said  convoy,  and  to  proportione  the  said  quota  amongst 
them  according  to  ther  burdens,  viz.,  the  ships  at  and  above  100  tunn  to 
pay  twentie  shillings  sterling  and  the  ships  wnder  that  burden  to  pay  two 
doucat  downs,  and  to  persew  all  lyable  in  payment  therof. 

23.  Exempted  the  burglis  of  Forras,  Tayne,  Dingwall,  N"airn,  Dornoch  and 
Wester  Anstruther,  from  attendance  at  conventions  for  one  year,  on  the  usual 
conditions. 

24.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  200  merks  towards  the  present  repair  of  the 
pier  and  harbour  of  Queensferry  and  the  commitisioner  of  Innerkeithing  to  oversee 
the  work  and  report. 

25.  Approved  of  the  agent's  accounts  of  disbursements  from  July  1694  to 
July  1695,  extending  to  £5405,  14s.  4d.,  and  appointed  the  burghs  to  pay  their 
proportions. 

26.  The  convention  haveing  considered  the  renounciatione  given  in 
by  Mr  John  Buchan,  tlier  agent,  of  his  tack  granted  to  him  by  the  con- 
vention of  borrowes  in  Jullie  1692,  wherby  he  is  obleidged  to  free  and 
releive  the  state  of  borrowes  of  ten  pownd  Scots  of  the  taxt  roll,  with  its 
proportion  of  the  misive  dewes,  for  thrie  yeares  to  come  and  two  yeares 
therafter  in  the  option  of  the  said  Mr  John  Buchan,  and  the  conventione 
haveing  for  a  long  tyme  debeated  and  reasoned  amongst  themselves  the 
conveniencie  and  inconveniencie  of  Mr  John  Buchan  his  giveing  over  his 
tack  at  this  tyme,  and  haveing  called  Mr  John  befor  them  and  fulUe 
heard  him  in  their  presence  upon  the  reasons  of  his  giveing  oner  his  tack 
and  haueing  considered  that  Mr  John  Buchan  is  the  fittest  person  to  pro- 
secut  the  said  tack  for  the  generall  good  of  the  royall  borrowes  and  that 
it  would  be  ther  intrest  that  he  should  containow  the  same  for  the  other 
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two  years  yett  to  run,  therfor  the  said  Mr  John  Buchan,  at  the  desire  of  EDmBUBGH. 
the  conveutione  and  the  respect  he  owes  to  the  royall  borrowes,  is  willing      J"'y  1695. 
and  content  to  keep  his  tack  for  the  other  two  yeares  yeit  to  run   therof,  john  B°uchan. 
and  in  presence  of  the  conventione  did  take  up  his  said  renounciatione  given 
in  by  him  of  his  tack,  declaireing  allwayes  that  if  it  shall  fall  out  that  the 
said  Mr  John  shall  be  a  louser,  as  it  is  hoped  he  will  not,  he  referrs  himself 
simply  and  absolutly  to  the  royall  borrowes  favour  and  generosity. 

27.  The  convention  haveing  considered  the  memoriall  given  in  by  the  Anentestab- 
lord  conservator  anent  the  staple  port,  with  the  reasones  adduced  by  stapie'port. 
sewerall  members  anent  the  most  expedient  place  for  setleing  the  staple 
in  tyme  coming,  doe  therfor  appoint  that  the  staple  port  shall  remaine 
and  containow  at  the  toun  of  Campheir  untill  the  next  generall  conven- 
tione in  Jully  1696,  and  in  the  mean  tyme  to  the  effect  the  royall 
borrowes  may  be  the  more  rype  and  deliberat  either  as  to  the  containoweing 
or  changeing  of  the  staple  port,  they  allow  the  said  lord  conservator  to 
comon  with  such  places  in  the  Netherlandes  as  he  shall  think  fitt  anent 
what  incouradgements  they  will  offer  for  establisheing  of  the  said  staple 
port  amongst  them,  and  to  report  the  samen  to  the  royall  borrowes 
betuixt  and  the  next  generall  conventione. 

28.  Allowed  to  Alexander  Hamiltoun  of  Kinkell  £100  Scots  "towards  the  Kinkell  har- 
present  building  of  his  harbonr  of  Kinkell,  being  so  publict  and  necesarie  a  work  °°^'^- 

for  the  use  of  the  tradeing  burghs  of  this  kingdome." 

29.  Allowed  to  Mr  Andrew  Kennedie  of  Cleburne,  lord   conservator,  £100  Conservator 
sterling  "  in   consideration   of  his  expenses  in  comeing  over  to  wait  upon  the 

royall  borrowes  and  manadgeing  the  affair  of  the  staple  port." 

30.  The  conventione,  upon  report  that  the  secretaries  of  state  hade  Act  anent 
procured  from  his  Majestie  ane  letter  under  his  royall  hand  of  the  dait  passes. 
the  (blanlc),  wherby  his  Majestie,  from  his  cair  and  zeall  for  promoteing 
the  trade  of  this  kingdome,  granted  full  power  and  warrand  to  the  lords 
commissionars  of  the  admiralitie  of  Scotland  to  grant  passes  to  our  shipes 
tradeing  unto  forraigne  places,  which  formerly  they  were  in  use  and  at  the 
pains  to  procurr  from  the  lordes  of  the  admirality  of  Erjgland,  therfor  the 
conventione  grants  warrand  to  ther  agent  to  pay  the  dewes  of  the  said 
leter,  extending  to  the  sowme  of  nyne  pounds  sterling  monie,  which  shall 
be  allowed  to  him,  and  ordains  the  clerk  to  record  the  said  leter  after 
disolveing  of  this  conventione. 
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Edinburgh. 
22  July  1695. 

Sir  James 

Stewart. 

sor. 


Agent,  £600. 


Book  of  raits. 


C'onserTator's 
dewes. 


Act  in  favours 
of  the  servants. 


Breakers  of 
staple  port. 

Absent  burghs. 


3 1 .  The  conventioue,  considering  that  Sir  James  Stewart,  his 
Majesties  advocat,  hes  been  verie  active  in  serveing  the  just  intrest  of  the 

1-  state  of  borrowes  on  all  occationes,  both  in  parliament  and  privie  councill, 
and  assisting  them  as  ther  advocat  in  all  caices  wherin  they  are  concerned, 
doe  therfore  containow  his  pensione  of  fyve  hundreth  marks  for  the  year  to 
come  and  allowes  fyve  pound  sterling  to  his  servants  to  be  payed  by  the 
agent. 

32.  Allowed  to  the  agent  £600  Scots  for  his  extraordinary  pains  in  the 
burghs'  sei'vice. 

S3.  The  convention  recomends  to  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Dundie, 
Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Kilrenie  and  Lochmaben,  to  peruse  the  book  of  raits 
and  report  thair  opinion  of  what  amendements  are  necesar  to  the  next 
generall  couventione. 

34.  The  conventione  haveing  considered  the  1  5  act  of  the  generall 
conventione  in  Jully  j™  vj''  nynty  yeares,  wherby  they  appoynt  fyfteen 
stivers  upon  the  value  of  the  hunder  gilders  of  goodes  to  be  exacted  by  the 
conservator  and  his  deputs  from  all  merchants  as  his  dewes,  therfor  they 
appoynt  ilk  burgh  to  be  sufficiently  instructed  to  the  next  generall  con- 
ventione whether  or  not  the  conservators  dewes  be  exacted  in  tyme  come- 
ing  upon  the  neat  product,  all  chairges  being  deduct,  or  upon  the  value 
of  the  goodes  sold  in  gross  as  the  factors  provisiones  are. 

35.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  clerk  £400  Scots  of  gratuity,  and  the 
same  gratifications  as  formerly  to  his  servants  and  to  the  presenter  of  signatures 
and  others. 

36.  Appointed  a  committee  to  meet  with  the  conservator  and  "give  ther  best 
advyce  to  him  anent  his  procedor  against  the  breakers  of  the  staple  port." 

37.  Unlawed  absent  burghs  in  £100  Scots  each. 


Mr  Eidpethto  38.  It  being  proposed  by  the  conventione  that  the  sewerall  members 
LonXn.  ^  of  borrowes  doe  immediatly  acquaint  ther  constituents  to  know  ther 
opinion  how  far  it  is  the  intrest  of  the  royall  borrowes  to  accept  of  all 
merchants  or  michanicks  of  all  sorts,  whether  forraigne  or  native,  to  come 
to  the  sewerall  burghs  of  this  kingdome  and  to  set  up  ther  for  payment 
of  such  a  sowme  as  shall  be  agreed  upon,  and  to  grant  them  the  privie- 
ledges  and  freedomes  of  ther  sewerall  incorporationes,  and  to  report  thair 
opinion   to   the  next  generall  convention  ;  as  also   the  imploying  of  Mr 
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George  Eidpeth  to  be  agent  at  London,  and  in  the  meantyrae  recomends  edinbukoh. 
to  the  ^provest  of  Edinburgh  to  imploy  him  in  the  borrowes  affairs  which  22  July  1695. 
they  will  take  wnder  consideratione  at  the  next  generall  conventione. 

39.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  next  general  convention  to  Dissolving 
be  lield>t  Edinburgh  in  July  1696.  convention. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  John  Eobertsone,  dean   of  gild,  and  Alexander  Monteath,  con-  Edinburgh. 
vener  ;  Perth,  Dauid  Murray  ;   Dundie,  Alexander  Bell ;  Stirling,  John  Stevia-  ^§95 
sone  ;    Linlithgow,    Walter    Stewart  ;    St   Andrews,   William    Jack  ;    Glasgow,  Sederunt. 
Robert  Rodger  ;  Air,  Robert  Moore  ;    Hadingtoun,  Alexander  Edgar  ;  Kirk- 
caldie,   Robert   Whyte ;    Montrose,    Robert    Rennald  ;    Coupar,    Sir   Anihibald 
Moore  ;  Dumfreis,  John  Reid ;  Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Cuninghame ;  Dumbar, 
Alexander  Kellie  ;   Pittenweem,  George   Smith  ;  Lochraaben,  William  Menzies  ; 
Quensferrie,  Sir  William  Hamiltoun  ;  Dysart,  Bruntjsland,  Innerkeithing,  King- 
horn,  Invernese,  Dumbartoun,  and  Lauder,  absent. 


3  December  1695. 


Prases. 
Allegiance  and 


assurance. 


1.  Sir  Robert  Cheisley,  lord  provost  of  Edinbiirgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Oath  of  allegiance  tnken  and  assurance  subscribed. 

3.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions.  Revising  com- 

missions. 

4  December  1695. 

4.  Approved  of  the  whole  commissions  produced.  Commissions 

approved. 

5.  The  particular  convention  appoints  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Pearth,  Representa- 
Dundie,  Glasgow,  Lithgow  and  Queensferrie,  and  such  others  as  can  conveni-  ou°m?tters?" 
ently  attend,  with  the  agent,  to  consult  his  Majesties  advocat,  ther  assessor, 
and  Sir  James  Ogilvie,  his  Majesties  soliciter,  in  the  mater  of  the  fisherie 
proposed  by  the  pairtners  in  England,  and  what  method  and  missour  is 
fitt  to  be  taken  by  the  royall  borrowes  to  stop  ther  present  designe  of  the 
said  fisherie,  and  what  is  proper  to  be  done  for  geting  libertie  and  licience 
from  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  privie  councill  for  importatioue  of  Irish 
maill,  bear,  and  peise  to  this  kingdome,  and  how  the  stop  laitly  led  on  the 
mint  may  be   taken   of,  as  also  to  advyse  how  the  borrowes  may  be  free 
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Edinburgh. 
4  December 
1695. 

Representa- 
tions as  to  vari 
ous  matters. 


Fisheries, 
records  of 
royall  bor- 
rowes. 


from  signeing  the  preliminarie  which  is  made  a  fundamental!  constitutione 
of  the  Royall  Bank  by  the  patenters,  the  said  preliminarie  not  being  in 
the  termes  of  the  act  of  parliament  anent  the  bank,  and  to  report  to  the 
conventione  ;  and  accordingly  the  comity  haveing  reported  that  they  con- 
sulted the  kings  advocat  and  soliciter  in  the  above  wryttiu  particulars,  but 
that  the  petitions  and  representations  necessar  to  be  extended  and  given 
in  to  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  privie  councill  in  the  matters  above  repre- 
sented could  not  be  readie  till  the  next  councill  day,  therfore  the  conven- 
tione, considering  that  sewerall  of  ther  members  could  not  attend  that 
dyet,  they  doe  appoint  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Pearth,  Glasgow,  Lin- 
lithgow, Air,  Hadingtoune,  Coupar,  Montrose,  Dumfreis,  Irvine,  Pitten- 
weem,  Lochmaben,  and  Queensferrie,  as  a  comity  to  prosecute  the  saides 
affaires,  whereof  fyve  to  be  a  quorum,  with  full  power  to  them  to  subcomite 
maters  as  they  shall  find  just  and  expedient,  to  attend  the  lords  of  his 
Majesties  privie  councill  anent  the  representatione  to  be  given  in  by 
them  in  the  mater  above  represented  and  to  bring  the  samen  to  a  finall 
end. 

6.  The  particular  convention  considering  that  ther  is  a  designe  for 
seting  up  a  fisherie  in  the  kingdome  of  England,  and  it  being  the  generall 
concerne  of  the  royall  borrowes  that  ane  fisherie  be  set  up  in  the  kingdom 
of  Scotland,  therfore  the  conventione  appoynts  that  it  shall  be  a  head  of 
the  next  generall  missive  that  ane  fisherie  be  proposed  to  such  royall  bor- 
rowes as  shall  be  willing  to  be  pairtners  therein  ;  as  also  that  ane  abreviat 
of  the  acts  of  the  generall  and  particular  conventions  be  proposed  to  be 
made  up  of  the  records  of  the  royall  borrowes,  and  if  the  samen  be  thought 
needful!  to  be  printed,  and  to  send  ther  commissioners  sufficiently  instructed 
theranent. 


Edinbitrgh. 
23  April  1696 


Meeting  op  Committee,  appointed  by  the  19th  act  of  last 
General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Sederunt 


Edinburgh,  John  Robertsone  ;  Coupar,  Sir  Archibald  Mure ;  Dumbartoune, 
Mr  James  Smolet ;  Lochmaben,  (plank). 
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23  April  1696.  Edinburgh. 

'■  23  April  1696. 

1.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  the  sums  contained  in  decreet  obtained  by  George  M'Ken 
George  Mackenzie,  son  and  heir  to  the  deceased  Sir  George  Mackenzie,  and  his  Buntine'^''^''^'^ 
tutrix,  against  the  burghs,  viz.,  to  George  Mackenzie  £1000  Scots,  and  to  Archi- 
bald Bountine  £180  Scots. 

2.  The   creditors   of   tlie   deceased    Sir  James   Kennedie,   lord   conservator,  Creditors  of 
having  obtained  decreit  against  the   royal  burghs  for  £1000  Scots,  which  sum  ^gjfjfg'^fg 
■was  arrested  in  the  hands  of  the  agent  as  being  due  under  an  act  of  the  general 
convention  in  July  1688,  the  convention  ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  cre- 
ditors 1000  merks  being  all  that  was  due  by  the  burghs  at  the  time  of  the  arrest- 
ment. 

3.  The  committee  appointed  by  the  20th  act  of  last  general  convention  Ces  due  by 
having  considered  the  account  given  in  by  the  general  receivers  owing  by  the  *-'''°™'"''y- 
burgh  of  Cromarty  for  cess,  from  Martinmas  1681  to  Candlemas  1691,  and  the 

agent  having  reported  that  he  had  made  several  applications  to  the  lords  of  trea- 
sury for  relief  but  could  not  prevail,  they  appointed  the  agent  to  make  payment 
to  the  general  receiver  of  £1965  Scots  being  the  sum  due. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  7  julyTsse.' 

Edinburgh,  John  Eobertsone,  dean  of  gild,  and  Alexander  Monteath,  con-  Sederunt, 
veener ;  Perth,  Dauid  Murray ;  Dundie,  James  Fletcher  ;  Aberdein,  John 
AUardes  ;  Stirling,  John  Steivinsone  ;  Linlithgow,  Walter  Stewart ;  St 
Andrews,  James  Smith ;  Glasgow,  John  Andersone  ;  Air,  Robert  Mure  ;  Had- 
ingtoun,  Alexander  Edgar  ;  Dyssart,  Alexander  Swintoune  ;  Kirkcaldy,  Henrie 
Bosewald  ;  Montross,  Robert  Rennalds  ;  Coupar,  Sir  Archibald  Mure  ;  Dum- 
freis,  John  Irvine  ;  Inverness,  John  Barbour ;  Bruntjsland,  Alexander  Gedd  ; 
Inverkeithing,  Robert  Baird  ;  Kinghorn,  Robert  Bruce  ;  Brichen,  Alexander 
Young  ;  Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Cuninghame  ;  Jedburgh,  Walter  Scot ;  Wig- 
toune,  William  Coultrane ;  Pittenweem,  George  Smith  ;  Dumfermling,  John 
Wilkie;  Selkirk,  James  Mitchellhill ;  Dumbartoun,  Mr  James  Smolet;  Dumbar, 
Robert  Kelly  ;  Lanerk,  Archibald  Sympsone  ;  Aberbrothock,  William  Auchter- 
lonie  ;  Elgine,  William  King  ;  Peebles,  John  Frier  ;  Craill,  William  Craufurd  ; 
Culross,  Mr  William  Erskine  ;  Whythorne,  John  Candlish  ;  Forfar,  Alexander 
JafTray  ;  Nairn,  John  Rose  ;  Forras,  William  Brodie  ;  Rutherglen,  John  Scot  ; 
Northberwick,  John  Home  ;  Kilrennie,  James  Peacock  ;  Lochmaben,  William 
Menzies  ;  Sanquhar,  James  Huntar  ;  Queensferrie,  Sir  William  Hamiltoun ;  For- 
trose,  Daniel  Sympsone.      (Twenty  burghs  blank) 
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Preses.  1.  Sir  Robert  Cheislie,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

Alleadgianoe  2.  Oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  assurance  sub.-icribed. 

and  assurance.  o       a  •    j.    i  'la.       ±.  •       i.i  •     ■ 

Revising  com-  '^'   Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions. 

missions.  4.   Having  considered  report  of  the  committee,  approved  of  the  commissions. 

apOTOTed""^  ^-  Appointed  a  general  committee  to  consider  the  missive  and  other  afiairs 

Generall  coming  before  the  present  convention. 

Heads^of  mis-  ^'  Continued,  and  appointed  to  be  heads  of  next  missive,  articles  referring 

sive  continued,  to  qualifications  of  commissioners,  stopping  gifts  and  monopolies,  easing  the 
burghs  of  Haddingtoun,  Dumfries,  and  Stranraer  in  the  tax  roll,  the  poverty  and 
want  of  magistracy  of  Dysart,  Lochmaben,  Culrose,  Annan  and  Fortrose,  and 
petition  of  the  latter  burgh  resigning  their  privileges,  the  condition  of  Tayne  with 
the  visitation  of  their  tolbooth  and  church,  and  the  visitation  of  Dornoch  with 
their  low  condition  and  want  of  magistracy. 

7.  Approved  of  report  by  the  commissioner  of  Edinburgh  of  their  stopping 
in  exchequer  a  gift  under  his  Majesty's  hand  for  James  Young,  late  surveyor  of 
Dumfreis,  being  general  surveyor  of  the  bullion  through  the  kingdom. 

8  July  1696. 

Ratifying  act  8.   The  conventlone  ratifies,  approves,  and   confirms   ane  act  of  the 

ciUofMuer  ^°^°  councill  of  Irvine,  of  the  dait  the  seaventeen  day  of  January  j°^  vj" 
nynty  six  yeares,  anent  payment  of  a  pairt  of  the  touns  debts  with  the 
lotted  land  rents,  by  way  of  advance,  belonging  to  the  magistrats  and 
councill  of  Irvine,  in  the  haill  heads,  clauses,  tenor  and  contents  thereof, 
with  full  power  to  the  saids  magistrats  and  toun  councill  of  Irvine  to 
set  tacks,  long  or  short,  of  any  lands  belonging  to  them,  whether  property 
or  comonty,  not  exceeding  nynteen  yeares,  and  to  take  such  other  methods 
as  may  be  most  usefull  for  improveing  of  the  saids  touns  patrimonie  in 
order  to  the  payment  of  ther  debts,  and  grants  warrand  to  the  clerk  efter 
disolveing  of  the  conventione  to  record  the  foresaid  act  of  the  said  towne 
councill. 

^anteTb/^"''         ^-   "^^^  conventione  ratifies,  approves,  and  confirmes  ane  tack  granted 

Edinburgh.       by  the  lord  provost,  baillies,  and  toun  councill  of  Edinburgh,  with  advyce 

and  consent  of  the  deacons  of  crafts,  ordiner  and  extraodinar,  of  the  said 

burgh,   in  favours  of  William  Carfrae,   Dauid  Cathcart  and  Alexander 

Ingiis,  merchants,  Patrick  Carfrae  and  Alexander  Gaudilocks,  measons,  of 
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the  dait  the  fourth   day  of  December  j"  vj°  nynty  fyve  yeires,   of  the  BomBURaH. 

8  July  1693. 


Borrowloch   and  Bruntsfeild  Lincks,    and  that   for  the  space  of  tuentj' 
seaven  yeares,  after  the  terme  of  Martimas  j"'  vj''  nynty  fyve  yeires,  for  j^rlnted'by  ^ 
the  payment  of  the   soume   of  one  hundreth  pound  sterling  yeirly  per  ^<i"'burgh. 
advance,  in  all  the  heads,  claussis,  tenor,  and  contents  thereof 

10.     The    conventione,    considering   that   seweralls    of  the   nobility,  African  book 

•       1  ■  ?     n  •       n  •         n  -^ '  to  be  subsorib- 

gentry,  and  particular  corporationes  of  this  kmgdome,  have  subscryved  ed  for  -£3000 
the  bookes  of  the  Affrican  and  Indian  trade  for  considerable  soumes  of  ^  ^'^  "^' 
mony,  whereby  great  prospect  of  gain  may  arise  to  all  those  concerned  in 
the  said  capitall  fond,  doe  therefore  enact,  statut,  and  ordain  that  the 
whole  state  of  borrowes  of  this  kingdome  shall  be  pairtners  in  the  said 
Affrican  and  Indian  trade,  for  the  sowme  of  three  thousand  pound  ster- 
ling monie,  which  the  conventione  impowers  Sir  Robert  Cheislie,  ther 
preces,  to  subscryve  the  bookes  of  the  said  companie  for  them  and  in 
ther  names  for  the  said  three  thousand  pound  sterling  as  a  fond  appro- 
priat  for  the  use  of  the  royall  borrowes,  and  appoynts  the  agent  to  pay  in 
the  first  fourth  pairt  of  the  said  sowme  to  the  manadgers  of  the  said 
company  betuixt  and  Martimas  nixt,  and  the  other  fourth  pairt  thereof 
to  be  payed  betuixt  and  Lamas  j"  vj°  and  nynty  seaven  yeares,  and 
ordains  each  burgh  to  pay  ther  respective  proportions  of  the  said  sowme 
to  the  said  Mr  John  Buchan,  ther  agent,  conforme  to  the  present  taxt 
roll,  in  the  same  way  and  manor  as  they  pay  ther  misive  dewes  ;  and 
the  convention  nominats  and  appoynts  the  said  Sir  Robert  Cheislie  to 
represent  them  for  the  forsaid  sowme  in  all  the  generall  meetings  of  the 
said  company  till  the  next  generall  conventione  ;  whereupon  the  commis- 
sioners for  Aberdeen,  Monross,  Kirkcaldy,  Invernes,  Inverkeithing,  Piten- 
weeme,  Kinghorne,  Dumbartoune,  Arbroth,  Elgin,  Forfar,  Nairne,  For- 
tress and  Brechen  discented  and  protested  that  they  might  be  free  from 
any  payment  of  the  said  sowme  in  respect  they  were  not  instructed  by 
ther  constituents,  and  therafter  William  Menzies,  commissioner  for  Loch- 
maben,  did  in  presence  of  the  conventione  offer  that  if  the  saids  burghs 
who  did  disent  should,  betuixt  and  the  first  of  August  nixt,  intimat  to 
him  that  the  severall  burghs  they  represent  is  not  willing  to  pay  ther 
proportions  of  the  forsaid  sowme,  conforme  to  the  taxt  roll,  to  the  said 
Mr  John  Buchan,  that  then  and  in  that  caice  he  obleidged  himself  to  free 
the  forsaides  disented  burghs  of  ther  respective  proportiones  and  pay  the 
2  2d 
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s. 


Edinburgh 
8  July  1696. 

Act  anent  the 
fisherie. 


Act  anent 
michanicks. 


Comity  anent 
old  broad 
cairds. 


Ridpeth,  agent 
at  London. 


Abbreviat  of 
acts  of  con- 
Tentione. 


Act  allowing 
Northberwick 
200  lib.  Scots. 


samein  to  the  said  Mr  John  Buchan,   they  transferring  ther  particular 
shares  to  the  said  William  Menzies. 

11.  The  conventione  considering  that  ther  is  a  designe  for  seting  up 
a  fisherie  in  the  kingdome  of  Ingland,  and  it  being  the  generall  concerns 
of  the  state  of  borrowes  that  ane  fishery  be  set  up  in  the  kingdome  of 
Scotland,  which  may  tend  to  the  great  benefeit  and  advantage  of  all  those 
that  may  be  concerned  therin,  doe  therfore  appoynt  the  burghs  of  Edin- 
burgh [and  twenty  others  a.3  a  committee  to]  take  wnder  thir  speciall 
consideratione  what  methods  and  measures  is  fit  to  be  proposed  for  sett- 
ing up  a  fisherie  in  this  kingdome  and  whether  the  samen  shall  be  set 
up  by  such  royall  borrowes  as  shall  be  willing  to  be  pairtners  therin  or 
by  a  joynt  stock  of  the  whole  borrowes,  and  impowers  the  lord  provest  of 
Edinburgh  to  call  a  particular  conventione  for  adjusting  this  affair  if  need 
beis. 

12.  The  conventione  haveing  considered  how  far  it  is  the  intrest  of 
the  royall  borrowes  to  accept  of  all  michanicks  of  all  sorts,  whether 
forraigne  or  native,  to  come  to  the  sewerall  burghs  of  this  kingdome  and 
to  set  up  ther,  for  payment  of  such  a  sowme  as  shall  be  aggreed  upon,  and 
to  gTant  them  the  priviledges  and  fre.edomes  of  ther  sewerall  incorpora- 
tiones,  and  in  respect  the  good  toun  of  Edinbui-gh  hes  been  allwayes  in 
use  to  take  in  any  tradsmen  of  singular  airt  (who  maks  applicatione  to 
the  toun  councill)  to  any  of  ther  respective  incorporationes,  gratis,  and 
allowes  them  ther  privieledges  and  freedomes,  doe  therefore  recommend 
to  all  the  royall  borrowes  to  doe  the  same  and  to  deal  discreitlie  with  any 
persone  or  persones  so  qualified  that  offers  himself  to  come  in. 

13.  The  convention  appoints  six  burghs  as  a  committee  "to  take  under  con- 
sideratione what  complaints  shall  be  offered  by  any  of  the  royall  burrowes  against 
Ewan  MacGrigor  and  his  pairtners  in  the  manufactorie  of  old  broad  cairds,"  and 
also  what  complaints  he  or  they  may  have  against  the  burghs. 

1 4.  The  convention  "  elects,  noniinats,  and  choyses  Mr  George  Ridpeth  to  be 
agent  for  the  royall  borrowes  at  London  dureing  the  convention's  pleasour,"  and 
allowed  him  a  salary  of  £30  sterling  yearly. 

15.  Appointed  the  clerk  and  agent  "  to  revise  the  whole  actis  of  the  generall 
and  particular  conventiones  and  to  make  up  ane  compend  or  abreviat  of  the  saids 
acts  betuixt  and  the  nixt  generall  conventione." 

16.  The  conventione  appoynts  the  caice  and  conditione  of  the  burgh 
of  Northberwick,  with   the  visitatione  therof  by  the  burghs  of   Hading- 
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toun  and  Dumbar,  as  to  ther  comon  good,  harbour,  and  proportione  of  the  Edinburgh. 
taxt  roll,  be  containowed  as  a  head   of  the  next  generall  missive  ;  and  in 


the  meantyme  appoints   Mr  John  Buchan  to  advance  them  towards   the  Northberwick 
repairatione  of  the  said  peir  and  harbour  two  hunder  powndes  Scots,  which  2*^°^'^-  ^''°''^- 
is  to  ly  in  his  hands  untill  the  gentlemen  of  the  shyre  contribut  what  shall 
compleit  the  repairatione    of  the  said   peir  and  harbour,  which  is  heirby 
recommended  to  be  applyed  at  the  sight  and  by  the  advyce  of  the  burghs 
of  Hadingtoun  and  Dumbar. 

17.  The  conventione  haveing  considered  the  petitione  given  in  by  the  ^u.'-ghof 
burgh  of  Brichen  and  the  reasones  therin  contained,  doe  therefore  appoint 

the  burghs  of  Dundie,  Montrose,  St  Andrews,  Craill,  Aberbrothock  and 
Forfar,  to  meet  as  a  comity,  whereof  three  to  be  a  quorum,  and  visit  the 
caice  and  conditione  of  the  said  burgh  and  take  tryall  of  ther  comon  good 
and  in  quhat  conditione  ther  tolbooth  and  school  is  and  report  betuixt  and 
the  next  generall  conventione,  and  this  to  be  a  head  of  the  next  misive  ; 
and  recommends  to  the  particular  burghs  who  are  members  of  parliament 
to  use  ther  outmost  endeavour  to  get  a  small  custome  imposed  upon  the 
bridge  of  the  said  burgh,  to  be  applyed  by  them  towards  the  repairatione 
thereof  in  tyme  comeing. 

18.  The  conventione  upon  ane  petitione  [given]  in  by  the  magistrats  Burgh  of 
of  Lanerk,  they  for  the  reasones  and  causes   therin   contained,  recomend 

their  caice  and  conditione  to  the  parliament  for  supplying  and  assisting 
them  in  building  of  ther  bridge,  and  appoynts  the  whole  commissioners  of 
the  royall  borrowes  to  doe  ther  outmost  endeavour  to  get  ane  supply 
granted  to  them. 

19.   Having  considered  the  petition  of  the  relict  of  Sir  James  Kennedy,  late  MadamKen- 
conservator,  the  convention  assigned  to  the  petitioner  full  right  to  the  conserva-  "^'i"'- 
tor's  dues  collected  after  Lammas  1688. 

20.  The  conventione  haveing  heard  ane  complaint  given  in  by  the  Towne  of 
toun  of  Dumfreis,  representing  that  by  sewerall  acts  of  parliament  and 
acts  of  borrowes  unfrie  traders  are  discharged  and  ilk  burgh  appoynted  to 
give  in  ane  list  of  all  unfree  traders  leiving  within  ther  precinct,  yeit  trew 
it  is  that  Marthias  Partes  and  his  pairtners,  leiveing  in  Newcastle  and 
Tallantyre  in  Ingland,  hes  set  up  ane  trade  of  tobbacco,  makeing  irron, 
tarr,  deals,  &c.,  and  retaills  great  quantities  therof  by  ther  servants  in 
Annan  and  sewerall  other  adjacent  towns  in  and   about  Dumfreise,  altho 
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Edinbtjegh. 
8  July  1696. 

Towne  of 
Dumfreise. 


Difference 
between  Earl 
of  Traquhair 
and  burgh  of 
Peebles. 


Comity  to 
settle  the 
staple  port. 


they  themselves  leive  in  Ingland  with  ther  families,  and  that  they  carie 
no  product  out  of  the  kingdome  but  mony  in  specie  ;  which  being  con- 
sidered by  the  conventione  they  appoynt  the  caice  of  Dumfreise  to  be  a 
head  of  the  next  generall  missive,  and  the  magistrats  of  Annan  and  the 
said  Marthias  Partes  and  his  pairtners  to  be  ceited  again  the  next  generall 
conventione. 

9  July  1696. 

21.  The  conventione  haveing  considered  the  petitione  given  in  by  the 
burgh  of  Peeples,  representing  that  they  and  ther  predecessores  hade  the 
priveledge  to  sease  all  light  weights  and  short  elvans  and  other  unsuffi- 
cient  goodes  in  all  the  fairs  and  publict  marcats  within  the  shyre  of 
Tifvidaill,  yeit  of  late  they  were  impedded  by  the  Earle  of  Traquair, 
therefor  the  conventione  recommends  to  the  burghs  of  Coupar,  Dumbar- 
toun,  and  Lochmaben,  to  comon  with  the  Lord  Traquair  anent  the  mater 
above  represented,  and  to  use  ther  outmost  endeavour  to  accomodat  the 
same,  and  report  to  the  next  generall  conventione. 

22.  The  conventione  considering  that  the  contract  anent  the  staple 
port  past  betuixt  the  royall  borrowes  and  the  states  of  Campheir  did  expire 
in  Aprile  last,  and  that  they  did  commissionat  Mr  Andrew  Kennedie,  lord 
conservator,  to  comon  with  such  places  in  the  Netherlands  as  he  should 
think  fit  anent  what  encouragement  they  would  offerr  for  establishing  of 
the  said  staple  amongst  them,  and  since  the  conservator  hes  been  impeded 
at  this  tyme  against  his  will,  so  that  he  cannot  attend  the  dyet  of  this 
present  conventione  nor  report  his  dilligence  to  them  anent  the  setleing  of 
the  said  staple  port,  therfore  the  conventione  remitts  the  whole  affair  of 
adjusting,  determineing,  and  setleing  the  said  staple  port  to  the  burghs 
of  Edinburgh,  Dundie,  Aberdein,  Glasgow,  Air,  Montrose,  Irvine,  Dum- 
bartoun  and  Culross,  whereof  fyve  to  be  a  quorum,  and  the  provost  of 
Edinburgh  to  be  preces,  to  meet  as  a  comity  after  disolveing  of  this  con- 
ventione whenever  the  preces  shall  aquaint  them;  and  how  soon  the 
conservator  comes  over,  to  hear  him  fully  anent  what  he  hes  to  propose 
for  the  setleing  of  the  said  staple  port  for  the  benefeit  and  advantage  of 
the  royall  borrowes,  with  full  power  to  the  said  comity  to  adjust,  deter- 
mine, and  setle  the  said  staple  port  and  enter  in  contract  with  such  places 
in  the  Netherlands  and  upon  such  termes  and  conditiones  and  for  so  many 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  213 

yeares  as  shall  be  judged  most  proper  and  convenient  by  the  said  comity,  Edinburgh. 

to  condescend  to  for  the  generall  benefeit  of  the  royall  borrowes,  which  — : '— 

the  conventione  heirby  obleidges  them  to  ratifie  in  the  nixt  generall  con- settle  the° 
ventione,  and  remitts  the  elleventh  article  of  the  missive  anent  the  conser-  ^*^^'^  ^°^' 
vators  dewes   to  be   determined  by  them  as  they  shall  think  fitt ;   and 
recomends  to  the  said  comity  to  take  the  affair  anent  the  brandie  wnder 
consideration  whether  the  agent  shall  advance  monie  upon  that  accompt  or 
not. 

23.  Having  heard  the  report  of  the  visitors  appointed  last  year,  the  conven-  Bruntisland. 
tion  appointed  the  agent  to  make. payment  to  the  burgh  of  Bruntisland  of  400 

merks  towards  the  repair  and  building  of  their  pier  and  harbour,  and  remitted  to 
a  committee  to  arrange  for  payment  of  the  burgh's  bygone  missive  dues. 

24.  Approved  of  the  agent's  accounts  of  disbursements  from  July  1695  to  Agent's  ao- 
Jnly  1 696,  extending  to  £1 0,292,  1 3s.  Scots,  and  ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  "o^pts. 
proportions. 

25.  Appointed  that  hereafter  the  agent,  at  every  general  convention,  report  Reportingpay- 
each   burgh  that  has  paid  their  missive  dues  that  they  may  be  recorded  in  the  ^ve'dues"^'^ 
burgh  register,  also  that  he  give  up  a  list  of  the  burghs  in  arrear  that  they  may 

be  proceeded  against. 

25a.   Appointed  to  be  a  head   of  next  missive,  petitions  by  the  burghs  of  Pittenweem 
Pittenweem,  Kirkwall,  Nairne  and  Forras,  representing  their  poverty  and  heavy  buro-hs.*"^ 
proportion  of  the  tax  roll,  and  appointed  five  burghs  "  to  visit  the  burgli  of  Piten- 
weem  anent  the  decay  of  ther  harbour  and  peir,  and  report  to  the  next  generall 
conventione." 

26.  The  conventione,  upon  the  petition  given  in  by  the  inhabitants  of  Act  in  favours 
Elie,  they  for  the  reasones  and  causes  thairin  contained  recomends  to  each  tants  of  Elie. 
burgh  to  be  liberall  in  the  generall  contributione  appoynted  by  the  privie 

councill  towards  the  repairing  of  ther  harbour,  it  being  soe  good  and  pro- 
feitable  a  work. 

27.  Continued  to  Sir  James  Stewart,  his  Majesties  advocat,  his  pension  of  <^ontmumg  Sir 
500  merks  for  the  year  to  come  and  allowed  £5  sterling  to  his  servants.  to  be  assessor. 

28.  Allowed  gratuities  to  the   clerk   of  £400   and  to  the  agent  of  £600  Clerk  and 
Scots.  ^^"°*- 

29.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  servants  and  others  their  allowances  Servants  and 

n  1  others. 

as  lormerly. 

30.  Unlawed  the  absent  burghs  in  £100  Scots  each.  Absentburghg. 

31.  Dissolved  the  present  convention,  and  appointed  the  next  general  meet-  Dissolving 

,,,,         T,,.-^,-■o/^>T  convention. 

mg  to  be  held  at  Perth  m  July  1697. 
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Jaiy  169™"     -A-CT  of  the  TowN  COUNCIL  of  Ievine,  referred  to  in  the  8  th  act  of  last 

General  Convention. 

At  the  burgh  of  Irvine,  the  seaventeen  day  of  January  j"^  vj<=  nynty 
six  years.  The  whilk  day,  forasmuch  as  the  magistrats  and  councill  of 
the  said  burgh,  mett  and  conveined  within  the  councill  house  thairof,  have 
thought  it  necessar  and  expedient  to  raise  a  considerable  soume  of  mony 
out  of  the  said  towns  revenews  for  the  easeing  of  the  said  burgh,  paying 
of  and  clearing  of  severall  of  the  towns  debts  contained  in  bonds  bearing 
annual  rent,  in  regaird  that  the  impositione  one  the  malt,  which  is  the 
fond  allowed  by  the  parliament  for  payment  of  the  towns  debts,  cannot 
speedily  affoord  monie  for  that  effect,  and  in  order  thairunto  have  proposed 
that  the  said  towns  land  in  use  to  be  lotted  be  given  furth  in  lott  to  such 
of  the  inhabitants  as  are  willing  to  pay  and  advance  ten  pounds  sterling 
each  lott  as  the  full  rent  of  the  seaven  ensewing  yeares,  quherof  this  present 
cropt  j™  vj"  nynty  six  yeares  is  the  first,  to  be  given  and  payed  in  to  the 
toun  thesaurer  with  the  last  yeares  rent,  cropt  j™  vj"^  and  ninty  fyve  yeiris, 
betuixt  and  Candlemass  nixt  befor  draweing  of  the  lotts  ;  and  seeing  the 
burgessis  and  inhabitants  of  this  burgh,  after  they  hade  been  publictly 
advertised  of  the  said  proposeall  by  touck  of  drum,  did  conveen  frequently 
within  the  meill  marcat  house  of  this  burgh  upon  the  nynth  day  of 
January  instant,  and  thair  the  rolls  of  the  freemen  and  burgesses  being 
red  over  and  all  of  them  called  upon  one  by  one,  and  being  enquired  at  how 
they  did  please  and  rellish  the  said  overture  and  proposeall,  none  of  them 
did  object  in  the  contrair  but  expressed  thair  satisfactione  thairwith  and 
did  allow  and  approve  thairof,  and  that  the  persons  particularly  after- 
named,  each  of  them,  hade  accepted  of  a  lot  of  the  saids  touns  loted  land 
upon  the  terms  above  and  after  mentioned,  as  follows,  viz.,  Thomas 
M'^Goun,  present  provest,  Mr  Alexander  Cuninghame  and  James  Boyle, 
lait  provosts,  Mr  William  Cuninghame  and  John  Thomsone,  present 
baillies,  John  Hamiltoun,  clerk,  John  Gray,  late  baillie,  George  Monro, 
clerk  of  Cuninghame,  John  Thomsone  of  Sevin  Aicres,  Alexander  Mont- 
gomrie,  Edward  Kerr  and  William  Mactaggart,  younger,  merchants, 
William  M'Taggart,  senior,  William  Broun,  skipper,  Janet  Frizell  and 
Elizabeth  alias  Bessie  Weir,  widow ;  John  Reoch,  shoemaker,  and  John 
Dean,  coupar,  one  lott  betuixt  tham  tuo  ;    John  M'Cumrray,  wright,  and 
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John  Thomsone,  shoomaker,  one  lott  betuixt  tham ;  Hugh  and  Robert  edinbueqh. 
Boyds,  one  lott  betuixt  tham  ;  Alexander  Thomsone,  weaver,  for  the  J"'y  1696. 
weaver  trade,  Thomas  Thomsone,  taillyor,  for  the  tailler  trade,  John 
Thomsone,  candlemaker,  John  Weir,  coupar,  William  Dyet,  smith,  William 
Caldwell,  horse  merchant,  and  Eobert  and  John  MacCleishs,  horse  mer- 
chants, one  lot  betuixt  tham  tuo ;  makeing  in  all  twenty  six  lotts,  and 
thrie  aikers  in  each  lott  ;  therfor  the  saids  magistrats  and  councill,  in 
persuance  of  the  forsaid  designe  doe  ordain  and  appoint  the  said  toun 
land  in  use  to  be  lotted  to  be  given  furth  accordingly  in  lott  to  the  per- 
sons particularly  above  named,  each  of  them  for  ther  oun  pairts,  as  is 
after  divided,  upon  thair  advanceing  and  paying  in  to  William  MacTag- 
gart,  their  present  toun  thessaurer,  each  of  them  ten  pownds  sterling  for 
ilk  lott,  befor  the  lotteing  of  the  said  land,  and  those  who  fall  these  lotts 
that  were  formerly  at  24  lib.  Scots  per  annum  the  lott  are  to  pay  in  to 
those  whoe  fall  these  lotts  that  wont  to  be  at  twenty  tuo  pound  thretteen 
shyllings  four  pennies  each  lott  the  sowme  of  four  pounds  Scots  monie,  over 
and  above  the  said  ten  pound  sterling,  in  respect  of  these  first  mentioned 
lotts  being  so  far  preferrable  to  the  latter  ;  and  also  upon  ther  advanceing 
to  the  said  toun  thesaiirer  at  the  said  tyme  (such  of  them  as  formerly 
hade  lotts)  the  last  yeares  rent  cropt  j™  vj*^  nynty  fyve  yeares,  for  which 
sowmes  they  are  to  produce  the  said  thesaurers  recept  or  discharge  befor 
they  be  admitted  to  have  the  benefeit  of  a  lott ;  and  that  towards  the 
makeing  up  in  the  said  thessaurers  hands  of  a  considerable  soume  of 
monie  to  be  applyed  by  the  saids  magistrats  and  councill  for  payment  of 
the  most  pressing  debts  and  sowmes  contained  in  the  touns  bonds  bearing 
annualrent  allanerallie,  and  no  otherwayes.  And  which  goumes  raised  by 
the  said  lotted  lands  and  consequently  out  of  the  touns  patrimony,  ex- 
tending in  haill  to  (blank)  and  to  be  applyed  as  said  is,  are  to  be  again 
repayed  and  made  up  to  the  said  touns  revenew  as  the  magistrats  and 
councill  shall  find  necessary  out  of  the  said  fond  of  the  impositione  upon 
the  malt,  as  being  the  fond  designed  and  appointed  for  payment  of  the 
saids  towns  debts.  Lyckeas,  the  said  sederunt  doe  appoint  the  day  for 
lotting  the  said  touns  land  in  use  to  be  lotted  to  be  upon  Wednesday  the 
twenty  nynth  day  of  January  instant.  And  for  the  saids  inhabitants  their 
security  anent  the  saids  lotts,  that  they  may  not  heirafter  be  called  in 
questione,  the  saids  magistrats  and  councill  doe  heirby  bind  and  obleidge 
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them  and  their  successores  in  ofiSce,  provost,  baillies,  dean  of  gild,  theasurer, 
■  and  councillours  of  the  said  burgh,  to  make  the  said  lotting  for  the  said 
space  and  at  the  said  rate  and  in  maner  forsaid  good  and  effectwall  to  the 
saids  inhabitants  procurers  of  the  saids  lotts,  their  aires,  executores,  and 
successores,  and  doe  for  themselves  and  ther  saids  successores  in  office 
promise  and  obleidge  them  never  to  quarrell,  impugne,  contravert  or  come 
in  the  contrair,  aither  in  judgement  or  outwith  the  samen,  directly  or 
indirectly,  in  any  tyme  comeing,  and  that  the  saids  persones  procurers  of 
the  saids  lotts  shall  have  the  same  executione  against  ther  subtacksmen 
of  their  respective  lotts  which  wes  competent  to  be  used  by  the  said  touns 
thesaurer,  and  as  if  the  samen  were  yeit  in  the  touns  hands  ;  and  if  need 
beis  shall  procure  a  ratificatione,  confirmatione,  and  approbatione  of  the 
said  lotting,  for  the  space  and  at  the  price  and  in  the  maner  forsaid,  at 
the  next  or  subsequent  conventione  of  the  royall  borrows  of  this  king- 
dome,  at  the  least  the  saids  royall  borrowes  authorizeing  the  same. 


Edinburgh. 
15  October 
1696. 
Sederunt. 


Meeting  op  Committee,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  John  Robertson,  dean  of  gild,  and  Alexander  Monteath,  convener; 
Aberdein,  John  Leslie  ;  Aire,  John  Moore  ;  Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Ciininghame ; 
Dumbartoune,  Mr  James  Smolet ;  Culross,  Mr  William  Erskine ;  Dundie, 
Glasgow  and  Montrose,  (blank). 

15  October  1696. 


Preses. 


1 .  Sir  Archibald  Mure  of  Thometouue,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected 
preses. 

Staple  contract         <2.   The  comity,  conforme  to  the  tuenty  second  act  of  the  last  generall 
renewed.  conventione,  impowering  them  to  sit  after  disolveing  of  the  said  conven- 

tione for  adjusting,  determineing,  and  setleing  of  the  staple  port,  and  to 
enter  in  contract  with  such  places  in  the  Netherlands  upon  such  termes 
and  conditiones  and  for  soe  many  yeares  as  should  be  judged  most  proper 
and  convenient  by  the  said  comity  to  condescend  to  for  the  generall  bene- 
feit  of  the  state  of  borrowes,  haveing  mett  in  order  to  the  setleing  thereof, 
and  after  full  reasoning  and  debaiting  of  the  most  proper  and  convenient 
place  for  setleing  of  the  said  staple  port,  and  hearing  and  considering  of 
the  conservators  memoriall  given  in  by  him  thereanent,  together  with  his 
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report  made  in  ther  presence,  the  comity  for  the  good  amity  and   corre-  Edinhurgh. 
spondence  that  formerly  hes  been  betuixt  the  state   of  borrows  and  tlie  1696. 


toun  of  Campheir,  and  sewerall  other  grave  and  weighty  consideration es  staple  contract 
moveing  them,  aggrees  and  condescends  that  the  staple  port  be  again  renewed!" 
setled  in  the  tonn  of  Campheir  and  that  ane  contract  be  past  and  exped 
betuixt  the  state  of  borrowes  and  the  toune  of  Campheir;  and  the  said 
comity  be  vertew  of  the  said  twenty  second  act  impowering  them  to  adjust, 
determine,  and  setle  the  said  staple  port,  haveing  sewerall  tymes  mett, 
have  at  last  resolved  and  aggreed  in  the  forme  and  maner  contained  in 
the  followeing  articles  viz.  : — 

(1)  Similar  to  the  first  article  of  last  agreement,  dated  9  November  1674 
(vol  iii.  p.  693). 

(2)  Similar  to  the  second  article  of  last  agreement,  excepting  that  there  is  no 
reference  to  the  approbation  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  (vol.  iii.  p.  693). 

(3)  Similar  to  the  third  article  of  last  agreement  (vol.  iii.  p.  694),  with  tlie 
following  addition  : 

And  by  this  article  it  is  agreed  that  the  goodes  followeing  is  and  shall 
be  repute  staple  goodes  and  no  others,  viz.,  wooll,  woolen  and  linnen 
yearn,  all  woolen  and  linnen  manufactorie,  hyds  and  skins  of  all  sorts, 
plaiden,  carsays,  Scots  cloath,  stockins,  salmond,  tallow,  oyl,  and  all  sorts 
of  barrell  flesh  and  pork,  butter,  leather  dressed  and  undressed  ;  as  also 
in  respect  salmond  is  such  ane  tender  and  perishable  comodity  it  is  heirby 
declaired  that  such  quantities  therof  comeing  from  Scotland  to  Campheir 
after  the  first  of  October  yeirlie  the  same  shall  only  lye  there  to  the  first 
of  November  thereafter,  and  if  salmond  come  after  the  first  of  November 
that  the  owners  after  unloading  thereof  have  liberty  to  goe  with  the  said 
salmond  where  they  please,  they  makeing  the  first  offer  for  seal  in  Cam- 
pheir, and  therafter  to  transport  the  samen  where  they  may  haue  best 
seal  therfore,  payeing  the  conservators  dewes  allanerally  ;  and  sicklick  it  is 
heirby  declaired  that  stockins  not  being  ane  comodity  that  frequently 
vends  at  the  staple  port  that  it  should  be  leisum  to  the  merchant  owner 
thereof  (in  caice  ther  be  no  seal  therfor  within  two  moneths  after  import- 
ing the  same  to  Campheir)  to  transport  the  same  to  any  other  port  where 
they  may  have  best  seall  therfore,  and  without  payment  of  any  dewea 
except  the  conservators  allanerley. 

(4-6)  Similar  to  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  articles  of  last  agreement  (vol. 
iii.  pp.  694-6),  with  the  following  additions  to  the  sixth  article  : — It  was  agreed 
2  2d 
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Edinburgh,  ttat  the  magistrates  of  Campheir  should  "  provide  the  staple  court  with  ane  new 
1696'^*°'^'"'  church  or  rebuild  the  old."  "  And  that  as  to  the  house  where  the  staple 
^;j — 7 — 1  court  presently  hear  sermon,  the  repairation  therof  shall  be  presently  re- 
altered  and  payed  by  the  towne  of  Campheir,  and  that  they  pay  the  rent  of  the  said  house 
renewed.  alsweel  for  bygones  as  in  tyme  comeing  for  the  use  of  the  Scots  poor  to  whom  the 

house  belongs  ay  and  whill  the  new  church  be  rebuilt  for  the  Scots  natione  or 
other  wayes  sufficiently  provided  by  the  repairatione  of  the  old." 

(7-17)  Similar  to  articles  seventh  to  seventeenth,  both  inclusive,  of  last 
agreemeiit  (vol.  iii.  pp.  696-700). 

(18)  And  for  the  secureing  of  the  trade  of  the  Scots  natione,  it  is 
heirby  aggreed  that  the  magistrats  of  Campheir  shall  npon  all  fiting  and 
convenient  occationes,  in  tyme  of  ware  and  danger,  procure  from  the  court 
of  admirahty  in  Zealand  two  weell  furnished  ships  of  ware,  not  below 
threty  gunns  apeice,  that  may  attend  in  convoy  upon  the  ships  belonging 
to  the  Scots  natione  to  any  place  or  places  within  the  river  of  Forth,  or 
any  other  place  in  the  kingdome  of  Scotland  ;  the  first  of  Apryle  yeirly, 
and  the  first  of  October  thereafter,  old  styll,  to  be  the  fixt  tyme  for  the 
foresaidis  convoyes  to  attend  unless  upon  some  emergencies  falling  out, 
that  the  conservator  aquaint  the  magistrats  of  Campheir  to  send  the  saides 
convoyes  sooner  or  latter  which  they  shall  be  heirby  obleidged  to  con- 
descend to. 

(19-36)  Similar  to  articles  nineteenth  to  thirty -sixth,  both  inclusive,  of  last 
agreement  (vol.  iii.  pp.  700-5).  The  following  is  additional  to  the  thirty -fourth 
article  : — "  Declaireing  heirby  that  thair  be  no  more  office  set  up  without  the  con- 
servators consent,  and  that  ther  be  no  controllers  of  the  ballance  in  tyme  come- 
ing, nor  no  dewes  to  be  exacted  in  tyme  comeing  upon  that  aocompt,  except  it  be 
desired  by  the  conservator  and  liis  court." 

(37)   Similar  to  the  thirty-eighth  article  of  last  agreement  (vol.  iii.  p.  705). 

(38)  It  is  by  this  article  mutuallie  aggreed  and  declaired  that  the 
containwance  of  the  Scots  staple  at  Campheir  shall  containow  and  endure 
for  the  sjoace  of  twenty  one  years  after  the  signeing  of  this  aggreement 
and  no  longer,  without  the  samen  be  renewed  ;  and  it  is  heirby  declaired 
that  the  magistrats  of  the  towne  of  Campheir  shall  heirby  be  obleidged 
to  procure  the  states  of  Zealland,  and  the  states  generall  of  the  seaven 
United  Provinces,  ther  ratificatione,  approbatione,  and  confirmatione  of 
this  present  staple  contract,  with  all  the  privieledges,  jurisdictiones,  and 
immunities  thereof  granted  to  the  Scots  natione,  sicklick  and  als  freely  in 
all  respects  as  the  samen  is  to  be  ratified,  approven,  and  confirmed  by  the 
King  of  Great  Brittaine. 
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(39)   Lastly,  In  consideration  of  all  tlie  forsaides  articles,  the  magis-  Edinburgh. 
trats    of   the   toune   of   Campheir,  with    consent  forsaid,  doe  promise  to  i696.°  ° 
observe  and  cause  to  be  observed  inviolable  all  the  forsaides  articles  that  staple oontraet 
are  performable  on  their  pairt ;   and  lyckwayes  the  state  of  borrowes  doe  reSwecT"*^ 
promise  that  order  shall  be  taken  with  ail  dilligence  to  inhibite  and  dis- 
chairge  any  ships  of  what  quantity  soever,  without  exemptione,  which  caries 
staple  goodes,  to  frequent  or  haunt  any  other  port  or  haven  within  the 
seaven  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands  but  this  towne  of  Campheir, 
and  to  cause  punish  rigorously  all  those  persones  that  shall  doe   in   the 
contrair.       And  in  token  that  the  whole  premissis  are  done  and  aggreed 
unto,  the  said  comity  of  the  royall  borrowes,  appointed  bj^  the  last  generall 
conventione  for  adjusting,  determineing,  and  setleing  of  the   said   staple 
port,  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  state  of  borrowes,  have  subscryved   thir 
presents,   at  Edinburgh,  the  fyfteenth    day  of  October  j™  vj°  nyntie  sex 
yeares  and  at  .    .    .   the   .    .    .   day  of  .    .    .  j™  vj*^  and  .    .    .   yeires. 

3.  On  a  complaint  against  John  and  William   Gordon,  factors  in  Camplieer,  John  -nd  Wi- 
the  convention   allowed   till    1st   January    1697    for  the  former   to    renew   his  '^"    ordoiis. 
cautioners  and  for  the  latter  to  qualify  himself. 

4.  The  committee,  conform  to  the  power  granted  them  by  the   2 2d  act  of  C'onservator's 
last  general  convention,  ordained  that  "  the  conservators  dewes  upon  tliese  goodes 

where  he  formerly  uplifted  three  quarts  per  cent,  upon  the  neat  be  for  heirafter 
uplifted  at  three  quarts  per  cent.  Lipon  the  gross,  according  as  the  factors  provi- 
sions are  payed.'' 

5.  The  comity  appoints  ane  letter  to  be  wryttin  to  the  magistrats  of  Letters  to  toun 
Campheir  anent  Mr  Gilbert  Stewart,  factor,  there,  his  complaint  against 

them,  and  recomeuds  to  thelord  provost  of  Edinburgh  and  the  commis- 
sioner for  Dumbartoun  to  wryt  the  said  leter,  and  to  be  insert  after  signe- 
mg  of  the  book,  as  also  the  ansuer  to  the  letters  from  the  magistrats  of 
Campheir  to  the  royall  borrowes  anent  the  setleing  of  the  staple  port  at 
Campheir,  and  impowers  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  to  signe  the  same 
in  name  of  the  comity. 

6.  The    comity   haveing  heard    and  considered  his    Majesties    letter  His  Majesties 
direct  to  the  commissioners  of  the  royall  borrowes,  they  ordaine  the  same  iherta"™* 
with  ther  answer  made  therto,  to   be  recorded,  of  which  letter  the  tenor  P"''*' 
foUowes  : — William,  E.    Right  trustie  and  weell  beloved,  wee  greet  yow 

■weell.  Wee  understand  that  in  your  last  conventione  yow  have  aggreed 
that  your   staple   should   be   again    setled    at    our    toune    of  Campheir, 
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Edinburgh. 
15  October 
1696. 

His  Majesties 
letter  anent 
the  staple 
port. 


The  borrows 
ansaere  to  his 
Majesties 
letter. 


C'onimi.ssion  to 
conservator  to 
settle  staple 
port. 


and  that  now  haveing  adjusted  all  the  articles  for  a  new  contract,  to 
endure  for  the  space  of  twenty  one  yeares,  there  is  nothing  wanting  save 
our  authority  to  warrant  yow  to  treat  with  the  magistrats  of  Campheir,  in 
regaird  it  belongs  to  a  forraigne  state,  and  to  conclude  with  them  conforme 
to  the  above  mentioned  articles  ;  wherefore  wee  have  thought  fitt  to 
authorize  yow,  and  doe  by  these  presents  fully  warrant  and  authorize  yow 
to  grant  your  commissione  to  whom  yow  think  fitt  to  imploy  for  the  effect 
aftermentioned,  and  by  your  commissionars,  ane  or  mae,  to  treat  and  con- 
clude with  the  said  toune  of  Campheir  and  magistrates  therof  for  setleing 
therein  your  staple  for  the  Netherlands  as  yow  and  the  magistrats  can  best 
aggree,  and  to  subscryve  contracts  with  them  and  doe  all  other  things 
needfuU  for  the  establishing  of  the  staple  in  the  said  toune,  for  doeing 
whereof  these  presents  shall  be  your  warrant ;  and  soe  wee  bide  yow  fare- 
weell.  Given  at  our  court,  at  Loo,  the  26th  day  of  August  j™  vj'^  and 
nynty  sex  yeares,  and  of  our  reigne  the  eight  year.  Sic  subscribitur :  By 
his  Majesties  command,  Ro.  Peingle. 

May  it  please  your  Majesty.  The  interposing  of  your  royall  autho- 
ritie  towards  our  setleing  the  staple  port  at  Campheir,  signified  by  your 
Majesties  letter  of  the  26th  August,  is  aknowledged  by  us  as  ane  new 
instance  of  your  Majesties  singular  care  and  protectione,  and  as  wee  have 
hade  ane  deutifull  regaird  to  your  Majesties  pleasour  in  all  our  procedour 
which  did  preponderat  all  other  considerationes,  soe  wee  resolve  to  con- 
clude that  busines  with  all  possible  expeditione  and  have  given  commis- 
sione to  the  conservator  for  that  effect. 

Wee  are  farder  allowed  to  assure  your  Majesty  that  your  royall  bor- 
rowes  are  wnder  the  deepest  sense  of  ther  deuty  to  your  Majesty  and  will 
cheirfully  evidence  it  upon  all  occationes. 

Your  Majesties  saife  returne  to  England  is  matter  of  great  comfort 
and  joy  to  us,  and  that  it  may  please  God,  of  his  infinite  mercy  and  good- 
nes,  to  preserve  your  sacred  persone  and  vowchaiff  your  Majesty  ane  long 
and  prosperous  reigne  over  us,  shall  containow  to  be  the  constant  prayers 
of,  may  it  pleas  your  Majestie,  [etc.]  Sic  subscribitur  :  Ard.  Mure,  P. 

7.  The  comity  takeing  to  ther  serious  consideratione  of  how  great 
import  and  concerne  the  setleing  of  the  staple  porte  at  Campheir  will 
prove  to  the  state  of  borrowes  and  haill  trade  of  the  kingdome,  and  how 
necesarie  and  expedient  it  is  that  some  discreit  and  weell  qualified  per- 
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sone  be  impowered   to  treat  with  the  Magistrats  of  Campheir  for  that  Edinburgh. 

effect,    aBd    being   fully  persuaded   of  the  integrity,    abilities,  and  other  1696° 

fit    qualifications    of    Mr    Andrew    Kennedy,    his    Majesties  resident  in  Commission  to 

the   Netherlands,  and  present  conservator  of  the  Scots  privieledges,  ther-  geuif  Jtopie  *° 

fore  by  thir  presents   grant   full  power   and  commissione,  expres  biding,  v°^- 

mandament,  and  chairge,  to  the  said  master  Andrew  Kennedie  to  transact 

and  conclude  with  the  magistrates  of  Campheir  in  the  expres   tearmes  of 

the  threty  nyne  articles  aggreed  upon  by  the  comity  and  extended  in  ane 

contract   subscryved   by  the   lord   provost   of  Edinburgh  in  name  of  the 

comity,  firme  and  stable  holding  and  for  to  hold  what  shall  be  transacted 

and  aggreed  upon  by  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedie  in  the  termes  above 

mentioned  and  no  other  wayes  ;  and  that  the  said  Mr  Andrew  Kennedie 

aquaint  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  from  tyme  to  tyme  what  progres 

he  hes  done  therein. 

8.  The  comity,  considering  that  ther  wes  a  generall  conventione  called  tionefaffavours 
to  meit  at  Edinburgh  the  twenty  nynth  day  of  September  last  for  raiseing  °f  conservator. 
of  mony  to  exped  the  setleing  of  the  staple  port  now  in  agitatione,  as  also 
for  reimburseing  of  the  former  chairges  which  the  conservator  hes  been 
alreadie  put  to  theiranent,  but  that  there  came  not  a  quorum  of  the  con- 
ventione so  that  the  said  affair  is  yeit  left  vndone,  and  seeing  the  said 
comity  hes  given  commissione  to  the  said  conservator  for  concludeing  the 
bussines  of  the  staple,  and  finding  it  just  and  reasonable  that  he  should 
be  reimbursed  of  the  expences  alreadie  given  out  by  him  and  of  what  he 
shall  further  expend  therupon,  as  also  ought  to  be  suittably  gratified  for 
his  pains  and  trouble,  therfore  the  comity  does  heirby  recomend  the  said 
conservator  to  the  royall  borrowes  that  they  may  doe  the  samen  effectwally 
at  ther  first  generall  meeting. 

Bond  of  Caution  and  Letters  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 

Convention. 

For  obedience  of  the  third  act  of  last  convention,  John  Johnston,    bailie  of  Gordon  factor. 
Aberdeen,  and  James  Gordon,  senior,  merchant  there,  by  bond  dated  28  Decem- 
ber 1696,  bound  themselves  as  cautioners  for  John  Gordon  factor  at  Campheer. 

Follows  the  letters  underwrittin,  appoynted  by  the  comity  for  setleing  Letter  from 
the  staple  port  to  be  recorded   in  the  borrow  register  :— Noble  and  re- of  c^'^lhei"  ^ 
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Edinbdegh.     spectod  Lords. — The  lord  conservator,  Andrew  Kenuedie,  did  doe  us  the 

°  °  ^^ '-  honour  to  give  us  the  knowledge  that  a  fleet  of  ships,  with  staple  goodes 

the  magistratg  and  with  other  goodes  unloadened,  lay  ready  to  come  hitherwards  with 
0  amp  eir.  ^j^^  ^^^^  convoy,  and  accordingly  have  sought  or  required  that  wee  would 
be  pleased  to  have  the  inspectione  .thereof  for  to  get  a  good  and  sufficient 
convoy  to  be  sent  hitherwards  for  to  fetch  of  the  common  staple  ships, 
for  which  cause  wee  did  presently  address  our  selves  to  the  counsell  of 
admirality  heer  and  sought  for  the  required  convoy,  which  lyckwayes 
upon  our  requeists  the  ship  called  the  Flushing,  amounted  with  fyfty  foure 
canons,  they  have  ordained  for  to  be  a  convoy  of  the  forsaid  staple  fleet 
to  come  hitherwa,rds,  and  that  the  same  ship  with  the  first  good  wind 
should  be  sett  forward  on  ther  voyage  towards  the  Firth  of  Leith,  wee 
have  for  that  effect  as  not  willing  to  be  wanting  for  your  honours  respects 
to  yow  the  knowledge  heirof,  with  serviceable  requeists  that  your  respec- 
tive honours,  in  conformity  of  the  staple  contract,  ye  would  be  pleased  to 
have  the  forsight  thereof  and  cause  it  to  be  done  that  all  the  staple 
wairs  or  goodes  might  be  sent  towards  this  staple  place  and  to  none 
other.  And  since  that  the  forsaid  staple  contract  was  made  for  one  and 
twenty  years,  in  short  shall  come  to  be  expired,  wee  neither  would  nor 
could  neglect  but  by  this  to  give  your  honors  the  knowledge  heirof,  lyck- 
wayes as  formerly  more  often  by  misive  was  done,  soe  that  wee  con- 
tainoweing  the  bypast  tyme  since  that  the  contract  was  made  have  seen 
litle  fruits  of  the  Scots  staple  containwally  upon  Camplieir,  but  not  so 
weell  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  it  being  remarked  that  as  much  or  more 
staple  goodes  went  to  other  streames  and  roads  then  have  been  brought 
heir  to  the  staple  port,  occationed  by  that  the  transgressors  ware  not 
punished  according  to  ther  merits.  Your  respective  honors  and  wee  most 
assure  our  selves  fully  that  the  intrest  of  the  Scots  natione  comes  to 
require  that  the  forsaid  staple  contract  may  be  again  for  the  lycke  one 
and  twenty  yeares  or  more  may  be  containowed,  and  accordingly  wee 
have  thought  it  our  deuty  wholly  and  freindly  to  requeist  your  honours 
that  the  aftermentioned  contract  might  be  renewed  again  upon  such 
equitable  and  reasonable  conditiones,  wherein  your  honours  and  wee  could 
and  should  be  fully  satisfied,  and  that  the  more  for  that  his  Majestie  of 
Great  Brittaine,  our  gracious  Lord  and  Marqueis  of  this  towne,  the  same 
verie  earnestly  would  see,  lyckeas  his  highnes  respected  Majestie  of  Great 
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Brittain  hatli  Ivckwayes  made  the  samen  knowen  to  the  lord  conservator,  Edinburgh. 

1  •,,<.•  1     ,       1  •  -,  m  -11  October  1696. 

which  the  torsaid  lord  conservator  m  your  honourable  meeting  hath  pre-  t— - — 

•^  ,.    .  Letter  from 

sented,  as  lyckwayes  that  with  no  other  toune  no  better  conditiones  the  magistrata 
should  or  could  be  attained  as  with  this  towne  of  Campheir  is  made.  °  '^"^^ 
Wee  will  therfor  one  that  pairt  make  no  doubt  but  that  your  honors 
should  alyck  with  us  be  inclyned  for  to  accomplish  his  Majesties 
desire,  so  that  your  honours  can  be  weell  assured  that  wee  by 
all  occationes  shall  contreive  to  bring  to  your  honours  all  sort 
of  satisfieing  contentment,  wherewith  wee  your  honourable  govern- 
ment doe  comitt  to  Godes  providence,  with  assurrance  that  wee 
shall  allwayes  show  to  be  and  remain,  [etc.]  Sic  subscrihitur  :  P.  Hekel- 
BEKE.  Campheir,  17  December  1695.  Edinburgh  the  7  Jany  1696. 
— Translated  out  of  the  Loo  Dutch  originall  be  me.  Sic  subsoribitur  : 
Alexr.  Wishart. 

Honourable  and  respective  Lords, — By  occatione  that  two  ships,  each  Letter  from 
of  them  with  twenty  gunns  and  one  hunder  and  thretie  men,  from  hence  of  Cam^eir\o 
are  drawen  for  to  featch  of  and  convoy  hitherwards  the  staple  ships  that  ^^^™^^^^ 
ly  readie,  we  could  not  refuse  nor  be  wanting  once  more  to  doe  our  selves 
the  honour  but  to  salut  your  honours,  and  to  pray  that  in  the  same 
conditione  and  gathering  together  ye  would  be  pleased  to  make  reflec- 
tione  upon  all  old  freindship  and  correspondance  betuixt  us,  which  hath 
containowed  past  memorie,  and  the  good  condition  yow  have  aggreed 
upon  for  the  natione,  and  in  case  yeit  ther  be  any  facility  about  any 
articles  after  it  is  required,  wee  shall  then  in  respect  to  your  honors  in 
forwarding  the  tradeing  and  navigatione  be  fond  in  all  readines.  Wee 
could  nowayes  imagine  that  any  other  toune  or  place  with  your  honors 
respect  should  goe  on  in  such  a  favourable  contract  or  goeing  on  not  to 
be  compelled.  Wee  thank  your  honors  that  in  the  last  conventione  ye 
have  been  pleased  to  resolve  to  lett  the  staple  be  containowed  in  our  own 
toun  of  Campheir  untill  the  nixt  sessione.  Wee  shall  as  yeit  nowayes 
doubt  of  your  honours  good  will  to  us,  which  from  all  old  tirae  even 
untill  now  hath  been  containowed  and  which  wee  hope  and  firmly  beleive 
shall  yeit  be  containowed,  and  that  the  staple  contract  for  tradeing  shall  be 
renewed,  and  to  reestablish  the  Scots  staple  within  this  towne  for  soe 
many  yeares  as  wee  with  one  another  shall  afterwards  aggree.      Wee  are 
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Edinburgh,  heartily  sorrie  that  wee  at  present  could  not  have  a  sufficient  convoy  to 
October  1696.  ^^^^  ^^^^  honours,  because  our  capitall  ships  of  warr  are  ordered  to 
ttit*Sa*^sSats  sail  to  ther  randewous  in  Ingland,  by  the  speciall  comand  and  order  of 
ofCampheir.  ^1^  King.  In  this  caice  wee  freindly  intreat  your  honours  would  be 
pleased  to  excuse  us,  being  assured  that  in  time  comeing,  so  soon  as  wee 
shall  have  the  honor  to  get  tymous  knowledge  from  your  honours  or  from 
the  lord  conservator  that  certainly  a  fleet  of  staple  ships  lyeing  at  leaden- 
ing and  shall  shortily  be  readie  to  saill,  wee  from  tyme  to  tyme  shall  for- 
see  to  have  a  better  and  a  more  sufficient  convoy  for  your  honours  to  be 
carefully  sent  for  your  honours  satisfactione.  And  not  willing  to  impor- 
toun  your  honours  with  further  wryttings  wee  shall  as  yeit  referr  to  our  last 
misive,  of  dait  the  17  December  1695,  adressed  to  your  respective  honours, 
wherwith  wee  comitt  your  honours  respective  persones  in  government  to 
Gods  providence  and  shall  allwayes,  with  deutifull  respects,  remain,  hon- 
ourable and  respective  lords,  [etc.j.  Subscryved  thus  :  Fbanc  DE  Mey. 
Campheir  the  14  May  ]  696. 

Letter  from  ^7  Lords, — Wee  have  thought  fitt  to  delay  our  ansuer  to  your  last 

the  burrows  to  letter  untill  this  tyme  that  wee  hade  occatione   to  send  it   by  the  lord 

the  map^istrats  "^  .  , 

of  Campheir.  conservator,  to  whom  wee  have  delyvered  the  staple  contract  dewly  signed 
by  us,  with  full  instructions  for  his  manadgeing  of  all  relaiting  to  that 
affair.  You  may  remember  that,  in  complyance  with  your  desires  to 
have  the  staple  containowed  inteir  with  yew  untill  such  tyme  as  the 
articles  were  conserted  and  the  contract  signed,  wee  gave  you  full  assur- 
rance  thereof,  soe  that  wee  make  no  doubt  but  yow  have  wnderstood  that 
the  Scots  privieledges  were  in  ther  full  exercise  and  that  no  incroatch- 
ment  thairupon  could  be  excused  by  any  pretended  interwall  of  tyme  that 
was  necesarie  betuixt  the  elapseing  of  the  old  and  signeing  of  the  new 
contract.  Wee  doe  with  the  greater  willingnes  accept  of  your  appologie 
for  the  unsufficiencie  and  unseasonablnes  of  these  convoyes  mentioned  in 
yours  because  since  that  tyme  yow  have  showen  your  care  to  provyde 
better  shipps  and  that  wee  expect  yow  will  in  tyme  comeing  give  us  no 
reason  to  complain.  It  is  certainly  weell  knowen  to  yow  that  our  en- 
couragments  from  sewerall  places  in  Holland  were  considderable  and 
inveiting  to  have  setled  our  staple  with  them,  but  the  dew  regaird  wee 
hade  to  his  Majesties  inclinationes,  and  the  old  kyndnes  which  hes  been 
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long  containowed  betuixt  yow  and  us,  did  obleidge  us  to  admitt  of  no  edinbuhch. 

competitione,  and  we  hope  that   the  rules  of  gratitude,  als  weell   as  your '- 

own  intrest,  will  perswade  not  only  to  ane  dew  observance  of  the  contract 
but  lyckwayes  to  evidence  all  the  afFectione  in  our  own  and  countrey 
mens  concerns  that  is  expected  at  your  hands.  And  this  leads  us  to  tell 
yow  of  ane  complaint  exhibited  to  us  by  Gilbert  Stewart,  factor,  anent 
ane  affair  of  some  skins  wherin  your  magistrats  were  pleased  to  interpose 
ther  authoritie  and  sentance,  albeit  in  a  subject  only  competent  to  the 
lord  conservator  and  his  deput,  wherein  wee  have  now  desired  him  to 
exerce  his  jurisdictione  without  respect  to  anything  that  is  past  ;  as  also 
allow  us  to  take  notice  that  yow  have  thought  fitt  to  sustain  your  selves 
judges  in  a  very  considerable  difference  latly  fallen  out  betuixt  William 
Gordon  and  his  wyfe,  upon  pretence  that  the  contract  betuixt  us  was 
ended  whilst  in  the  mean  tyme  yow  were  assured  of  its  containwance  in 
full  force,  and  if  yow  consider  that  our  jurisdictione  ought  to  have  been 
keeped  inviolable  as  wee  did  your  privieledges  yow  cannot  but  reflect  upon 
the  breach  and  so  far  repair  it  as  to  put  that  bussines  in  as  inteir  ane 
conditione  as  it  was  when  yow  medled  in  it,  which  wee  undoubtedly 
expect.  Anent  which,  and  all  other  our  concernes  in  that  place,  wee 
have  given  the  lord  conservator  full  credit  and  instructiones,  and  wee 
hope  yow  will  upon  all  occationes  give  unto  him  such  assistance  as  is  dew 
to  his  character  and  necessarie  for  preserving  of  our  privieleidges.  Wee 
remitt  to  him  what  further  is  to  be  communicated,-  and  wee  ade  no  more 
but  that  wee  still  are,  my  lords,  [etc.]  Sic  suhsorihitur :  Ard.  Mure. 
Edinburgh,  2  March  1697. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  foiaXiag? 

Edinburgh,  John  Eobertsone,  dean  of  gild,  and  Alexander  Monteath,  con-  Sederunt. 
veener  ;  Pearth,  Alexander  Eobertsone  ;  Dundie,  Patrick  Yearaan  ;  Aberdeen, 
John  Johnstoune  ;  Stirling,  Mr  Francis  Neaper  ;  Lithgow,  Walter  Stewart  ; 
Glasgow,  John  Andersone  ;  Air,  John  Muire  ;  Hadingtoun,  Alexander  Edgar  ; 
Dyssart,  Alexander  Swintoun  ;  Kirkcaldy,  Heniy  Oswald  ;  Montrose,  Mr 
James  Carnegie  ;  Dumfreise,  John  Reid  ;  Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Cuninghanie  ; 
Jedburgh,  Walter  Scot  ;  Dumfermliug,  John  Wilkie  ;  Diimbartoun,  Mr  James 
Sniolet  ;  Dumbar,  Robert  Kellie  ;  Peebles,  Robert  Forrester  ;  Lochnjaberi, 
2  2  F 
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Edinbueoh.      William    Menzies  :    Queeusferrie,    Sir  William  Hamilton.      (Forty-four   burghs 
^^-^^^'-""^'^7-  absent) 

24  March  1697. 

Preses.  1 .   gii-  Archibald  Mure  of  Thorutowne,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,   elected 

preses. 
Commissions  2.   The  meeting  revised  and  approved  of  the  commissions, 

approved.  3    jj^ving  considered  a  petition  by  William  Gordon,  merchant  in  Campheir, 

fetour  of  Wil-  tlie  convention  appointed  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  magistrates  of  Campheer  in 
liam  Gordoun.    Jiig  favour. 

Act  anent  Uv  4.    The  conventione  considering  that  by  the  misive  direct  to  them  for 

keeping  of  this  conventione  they  are  desired  to  come  instructed  towards 
the  takeing  of  such  methods  as  may  contribut  for  the  releiff  of  the  ten 
pounds  of  the  taxt  roll  payable  by  unfree  traders  and  formerly  sett  to  Mr 
John  Buchan  and  now  neir  to  be  expyred,  and  being  of  opinion  that  the 
most  effectwall  way  for  the  good  of  the  royall  borrowes  will  be  to  Con- 
tainow  the  said  Mr  John  ther  tacksman  for  some  yeares  yeit  to  come, 
which  they  recomend  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  at  Pearth  to  doe 
accordingly,  but  in  the  meantyme  for  the  said  Mr  John  Buchan  his 
incouragement  and  the  support  of  his  credit  in  so  great  advancements  as 
he  most  make  to  the  publict,  they  have  prevailed  with  the  good  towne  of 
Edinburgh  to  lend  the  said  Mr  John  Buchan  ten  thousand  marks  Scots 
mony  for  the  ends  aforsaid,  [for  repayment  of  which  the  convention  bound 
their  constituents  proportionally  according  to  the  tax  roll]. 

Letters  to  sec-  g_    Appointed    two    letters    in    favour     of   William    Gordon,    merchant    in 

state.  Campheir,  to  be  written  to  the  Earl  of  Tilliebairden  and  Sir  James  Ogilvie,  prin- 

cipal secretaries  of  state  for  Scotland. 
Taxt  roll  of  6.   Appointed  a  letter  to  be  written  to  the   secretaries   of  state  "  anent   his 

the  s  yres.        Majesties  approbatione  to  the  taxt  roll  of  the  shyres  given  in  by  Mr  John  Buchan 
and  lyeing  in  the  clerks  hands." 

FoLLOWES  the  Letters  referred  to  in  the  fifth  act  of  last  Convention. 
Letter  from  Mv  Lords — Being  together  in  a  generall  conventione  wee  have  taken 

the  borrows  to  .      **  °  t^^i-v^ui 

the  magistrats  notice    of   ane    letter   formerly  sent  yow   from  a  comity  of  our    number 
anen^t^Wiiiam    toutching  seworall  particulars,  and  especiallie  ane  affair  of  Mr  Gordons, 

Gordon. 
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and  as  wee  doe  weell  approve  what  was  written  by  the  comity  one  that  EDiNBunrsH. 
subject  soe  wee  think  ourselves  at  this  occatione  obleidged  to  give  vow ^ 

_P      1  ,  ,  ,  .         ^^  ,  ,  1  T    .        Letter  from 

our  tarder  thoughts  therot.  Yow  may  remember  that  by  condition  the  borrows  to 
betuixt  yow  and  us  and  assurance  one  both  sides  our  jurisdictione  and  of  Camphelr'^ 
privieledges  in  the  Netherlandes,  als  weell  as  the  immunities  aryseing  to  5,"™*  WiUiam 
yow  from  the  staple  contract,  should  be  inviolably  keept  untill  the 
renewing  therof,  and  wee  are  confident  that  no  breatch  hes  been  made 
on  our  pairts,  soe  that  wee  hade  much  confidence  of  the  same  treatment 
and  correspondance  from  yow,  and  it  surprizes  us  exceedingly  to  have 
receaved  a  demonstratione  to  the  contrary,  wherof  Mr  Gordons  caice  is  a 
cleir  instance,  which  wee  beleive  your  own  inclinationes  could  never  have 
produced  if  yow  hade  not  been  imposed  upon  by  the  pernicious  influences 
of  designeing  men  who  to  gratifie  ther  ends  haue  verie  much  exposed 
yow.  It  were  needles  to  look  back  on  the  steps  have  been  made  in  that 
bussines,  and  thairfor  wee  shall  only  desire  and  expect  that  so  soon  as 
this  reatches  yow  yow  may  without  delay  procure  Mr  Gordon  to  be  put 
in  the  same  conditione  he  was  befor  yow  medled  in  his  affair  and  let  it 
be  tabled  befor  the  lord  conservator  or  his  deputs  to  doe  justice  thairin  as 
he  shall  sie  cause,  and  quheranent  wee  have  given  him  full  instructiones. 
Wee  judge  it  unnecessarie  to  spend  many  words  upon  this  subject  to  men 
of  your  prudence,  only  know  that  the  royall  borrowes  are  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  your  dipping  in  Mr  Gordons  bussines  is  a  papable  breach  of 
our  privieledges  and  nothing  but  a  present  repairatione  of  it  in  the 
termes  wee  have  spock  of  can  make  us  digest  what  is  past,  and  if  ane 
speedy  accompt  shall  not  come  of  your  giveing  full  satisfaction  in  this 
matter  it  will  be  taken  under  consideration e  at  the  nixt  generall  conven- 
tione  in  Jully,  and  beyond  all  doubt  will  be  understood  and  construed  as 
a  suflGicient  ground  to  break  up  correspondence.  Wee  most  also  tell  yow 
that  being  informed  some  of  our  ships  haue  been  long  detained  for  want 
of  convoyes  wee  desire  it  may  be  quickly  remeidit  by  your  spedie  provi- 
sione  of  sufficient  convoyes,  that  no  more  reason  may  be  giuen  to  com- 
plain heirefter,  since  the  French  privatteers  are  in  squadrons  on  our 
coasts.  This  wee  hope  ye  will  endeavour  to  prevent  as  yow  would 
testifie  that  affectione  for  us  which  upon  all  occationes  yow  may  expect 
from  your  most  humble  servants,  [etc.].  Sic  subscribitur :  Aed.  Mure,  P. 
Edinburgh  27  March  1697. 
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Edinburgh  My  Lord.^ — The  rovall  boiTowes  were  togetber  in  a  general!  conven- 

24  March  1697.    .  •'  ''  ■-,■%■,  i 

; ; —  tione  wnich  wes  called  for  consideratione  oi  what  measours  were  most 

Letter  to  the  pi  n     j  i,      xU 

secretaries  of  proper  to  be  taken  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  taxt  roll  dew  by  the 
Gordo^n™  unfree  tradders  of  this  kingdome  npon  the  accompt  of  the  comunicatione 
affair.  ^f  trade  allowed  to  them  by  act  of  parliament,  especiallie  now  when  Mr 

Buchans  tack  is  so  neir  expired.  My  lord,  the  conventione  hes  a  deip 
sense  of  your  lordships  concerne  for  them,  both  when  they  hade  the  hon- 
our of  your  lordship  being  a  member,  and  allwayes  since,  which  makes 
them  to  presume  upon  the  containowance  of  your  lordships  favor  and 
protectione.  Wee  doe  by  this  represent  to  your  lordship  ane  consider- 
able lesione  done  to  our  privieledges  in  the  Netherlands  by  the  magis- 
trats  of  Campheir  medleing  in  ane  affair  of  one  William  Gordon,  our 
countrie  man,  wherby  he  hes  been  most  untenderly  treated  to  his  verie 
great  prejudice  as  wee  are  informed.  This  being  ane  manifest  invasione 
upon  us  who  have  the  sole  jurisdictione  in  all  matters  relaiting  to  Scots 
men  in  the  Netherlands,  and  now  understanding  that  this  bussines  is 
tabled  before  the  court  of  justice  at  Hague,  wee  desire  your  lordship 
may  be  pleased  to  interpose  with  the  King  that  the  court  of  justice  ther 
may  desist  and  referr  it  absolutly  to  the  conservator  to  doe  justice  therin 
as  he  shall  sie  cause.  Your  lordships  assistance  and  patrocinij  in  this 
matter  will  be  considerit  by  us  as  ane  new  demonstratione  which  most 
obleidge  the  royall  borrows  to  oune  themselves,  my  lord,  [etc. J.  Sic  sub- 
scribitur :  Aed.  Muse.      Edinburgh  27  June  1697. 


Pkkth. 

t>  July  1697. 

Sederunt. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Perth. 

Edinburgh,  John  Robertsoue,  dean  of  gild,  and  Alexander  Monteath,  con- 
veener  ;  Perth,  David  Murray  ;  Dundie,  James  Fletcher  ;  Aberdeen,  Mr  John 
Johnstoune  ;  Stirling,  Mr  Francis  Neaper ;  Lithgow,  Walter  Stewart ;  St 
Andrews,  James  Smith  ;  Glasgow,  John  Andersone  ;  Air,  John  Mure  ;  Had- 
ingtoun,  Alexander  Edgar  ;  Dyssart,  Alexander  Swintoun  ;  Kirkcaldy,  James 
Bosewald  ;  Montrose,  Eobert  Eennalds  ;  Coupar,  David  Malcolme  ;  Anstruther 
Easter,  James  Lausone  ;  Dumfreis,  Eobert  Johnstoun  ;  Invernese,  Alexander 
Duff;  In  verkeithing,  Alexander  Spittell ;  Kinghorn,  Patrick  Wallace  ;  Brechin, 
Alexander  Young;  Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Cuninghame  ;  Jedburgh,  Mr  William 
Sympone  ;  Wigtoune,  John  M'Keand  ;   Pittenweem,  George  Smyth  ;  Dumferm- 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  229 

ling,   John   Chalmers  ;    Anstruther    Wester,    Henry   Beattie  ;    Selkirk,   James  Perth. 
Mitchellhill ;  Dumbartoun,  Mr  James  Smolet ;  Rhenfrew,  Patrick  Houstoune  ;  6  July  1697. 
Dumbar,  Robert  Kellie  ;  Lanerk,  Archibald  Sympsone  ;  Aberbrothock,  William  Sederunt. 
Auchterlony  ;    Elgine,  George  Chalmers  ;    Peebles,  Archibald  Sheills  ;    Oraill, 
William  Crawfurd  ;  Tayne,  Charles  Hay  ;  Culross,  Robert  Blair  ;  BamfF,  John 
Mark  ;   Whythorn,  John  Candish  ;  Forfar,  James  Dicksone ;   Nairne,  Alexander 
Orr;  Forras,  Thomas  Forsyth;  Rutherglen,  John  Scot;  Kilrennie,  Thomas  Peacock; 
Annan,  Mr  William  Johnstoune ;  Lochmaben,  William  Menzies  ;  Sanquhair,  James 
Hunter ;  Queensferry,  Walter  Dalgleish  ;  Fortrose,  Daniel  Sympsone  j  Kintoiv, 
John  Tulloch ;  Inverurie,  John  Fergusone ;  Innerara,  Hugh  Browne.       (Thirteen 
burghs  absent.) 

6  July  1697. 

1.  James  Crie,  lord  provost  of  Perth,  elected  preses.  ^'^f^'^j'  • 

,         ^  *■       .  AUeadgiaiice 

2.  Oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  assurance  subscribed.  and  assurance. 

3.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions.  Eeviaingcom- 

4.  Approved  of  the  commissions,  dispensing  with  objections  against  some  of  Approving 
them.  commissions. 

5.  Appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  missive  and  other  things  happen-  Generall 
ing  to  come  before  the  convention.  ''°™'  '"' 

6.  Continued,  and  appointed  to  be   heads   of  next  general   missive,  articles  Continuing 
referring  to  qualifications  of  commissioners,  stopping  gifts  and  monopolies,  differ-  g;^g 
ence  between  Lord  Traquhair  and  the  burgh  of  Peebles,  and    the   harbour   of 
Northberwick. 

7.  Referring  to  the  20th  act  of  the  general   convention  in  July  1696,  the  ^o™'^  °f  I^"'"" 
convention  granted  warrant  for  citing  Marthias  Partes  and  the  town  of  Annan  to 

next  general  convention. 

8.  The  convention  having  heard  "  several  complaints  against  Ewen  MacGri-  ■*^"™*^'^r".' 
gor  and  his  pairtners  of  the  manufactorie  of  old  broad  cairds  at  Leith,"  appointed  ners. 

a   committee   to   consider   any   complaints   and   defend   any  proceedings   at    his 

instance.  ^^^^  Wardlaw 

9.  The  convention  elected  John  Wardlaw,  merchant,  burgess  of  Edinburgh,  borrow  officer! 
"  to  be  generall  post  and  borrow  officer  to  the  royall  borrowes,  vaccand  by  the 

decease  of  George  Moncur,  kit  borrow  officer,"  and  also  elected  James  Moncur, 
son  of  the  late  officer,  "  to  succeed  to  the  said  John  Wardlaw  after  his  decease." 

8  July  1697. 

10.  Agreed  to  the  admission  of  Patrick  Gelly,  merchant  in  Campheir,  to  be  Gellie,  factor. 
factor  at  the  staple  port  there. 

11.  The  convention  having  heard  a  memorial  by  Mr  John  Buohan,  agent,  as 
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Perth.  to  the  manner  of  his  relieving  the  burghs  of  £10  Scots  of  the  tax  roll,  they  find 

8  Jaly  1697.  ^j^^^^  f^.^^^  Lammas  1692  to  Whitsunday  1697,  inclusive,  there  has  been  thirty- 
Act  auent  Mr  eight  months'  cess  imposed  by  act  of  parliament,  the  total  sum  payable  by  him 
amounting,  at  £100  monthly,  to  £3800  sterling,  of  which  he  has  only  paid 
£2300  sterling.  The  convention  appointed  him  to  produce  discharges  by  the 
general  receivers  for  that  sum,  and  at  the  general  convention  in  July  1698  to 
produce  a  discharge  for  the  balance  of  £1500. 
Eatification  to  12.   The  convention  ratified,  approved,  and  confirmed  to  William  Cleghorne, 

horn  o™the'°  brewer,  burgess  of  Edinburgh,  and  Bethia  Brand  his  spouse,  a  charter  granted 
Society,  Edin-  by  the  town  council  of  Edinburgh,  dated  11th  June  1697,  of  "all  and  haill  that 
burgh.  peice    of  ground   comonly  called    the    Society,  with    the   haill    houses,   biggings, 

lofts,  baii'nes,  brewaries,  and  brewloomes  belonging  therto,  and  haill  pertinentis 
of  the  samen,  together  with  the  old  yaird  lyeing  in  the  town  of  Leith  at  the  bridge 
end  therof,"  for  the  yearly  payment  of  £1000  Scots  in  name  of  feu  duty,  and 
£1500  Scots  at  the  entry  of  every  heir. 

10  July  1697. 

Building  of  a  13.   Anent  the  petitione  given  in  by  Francis  Hay,  merchant  in  Kon- 

Knonin^'sber*  ings^^erg  in  Pruscia,  mentioneing  that  where  our  brethren  of  the  Scotish 
natione  residing  in  the  said  city  of  Koningsberg  and  the  ministers  and 
elders  of  the  reformed  church  there  having  obtained  permissione  of  the 
prince  elector  of  Brandeburgh  and  the  thrie  estaits  of  the  said  duchy,  to 
build  the  fabrick  of  ane  church  for  there  publick  worship  within  the  said 
city,  did  accordingly  comence  the  building  of  the  samen,  but  finding 
themselves  utterly  unable  without  some  considerable  assistance  and  supply 
from  others  weel  wishers  of  the  church  of  Christ  to  perfect  the  said  work, 
did  send  over  to  this  kingdome,  by  the  hands  of  your  petitioner,  ane 
humble  address  directed  to  the  venerable  general  assembly  of  this  national! 
church,  or  in  ther  absence  to  the  reverend  commissioners  of  the  church 
deputed  by  them,  earnestly  intreating  that  they  would  lay  themselves 
furth  for  procureing  some  considerable  assistance  from  the  churches  of 
this  kingdome  that  so  good  a  work  might  not  dye  in  the  birth,  in  com- 
plyance  wherewith  the  saids  commissionars  presented  ane  petitione  to  his 
Majesties  most  honorabill  privie  councill,  humbly  praying  ther  lordships 
to  authorize  and  allow  ane  general!  collectione  (for  the  end  aforsaid)  to  be 
made  throughout  the  whole  churches  and  paroches  of  this  kingdome,  and 
accordingly  ther  lordships  of  privie  councill  did  grant  the  desire   of  the 
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said  petitione  and  further  did  allow  the  respective  presbiteries  and  minis-  Peeth. 
ters  concerned  aither  to  make  the  said  collectione  at  ther  church  doors,  or  . '  — 

,,..  ,,  ,,  />!  1  1111  Building  of  a 

by  the  mmisters,  elders,  and  deacons  trom  house  to  house  as  they  should  Scots  Kirk  .it 
think  most  convenient,  as  the  said  humble  address,  petitione,  and  act  °^™s<^  "■'S- 
forsaid  of  his  Majesties  privie  councill  (wherof  the  print  coppies  are  heir- 
with  exhibited)  more  fully  bears  ;  in  pursuance  of  which  act  the  said 
reverend  commissionars  of  the  generall  assembly  did  by  ther  act  (bearing 
date  the  fyfth  day  of  May  last)  recomend  the  makeing  of  the  said  collec- 
tione effectwall  to  all  the  ministers,  elders,  deacons,  and  good  protestants 
within  this  kingdome,  and  that  alsweel  in  vaccand  churches  as  those  that 
are  planted,  and  sicklyke  the  provincial  synod  of  Loathian  and  Twedale 
did  by  ane  act  of  ther  meetting  of  the  sixt  day  of  the  said  moneth  of 
May  seriously  recomend  the  same  to  all  ministers  within  ther  province,  as 
the  print  coppies  of  the  saids  two  acts  doo  lyckwayes  more  fully  proport;  and 
the  petitioner  being  weel  assured  of  your  pious  inclinations  to  so  good  and 
necesar  a  work,  and  that  your  countenance,  aid,  and  concurrance  therein 
may  not  a  little  contribut  toward  the  rendering  of  the  same  effectwall, 
creaveing  therfor  that  ye  would  be  pleased  to  contribut  your  serious 
endeavours  that  such  methods  and  measours  may  be  taken  within  the 
severall  cities  and  burghs  whom  you  now  represent  as  may  be  most  con- 
duceing  to  render  so  pious  a  work  effectwall,  by  which  ye  will  not  only  give  a 
plain  testimony  of  your  sincere  affectione  to  the  true  reformed  protestant 
religione  and  your  brethren  and  countrymen,  but  lyckwayes  will  entail  a 
blessing  upon  your  selfes  and  your  posterity,  as  the  petition  bears.  Which 
being  heard,  read,  and  considered  by  the  conventione,  they  grant  the 
desire  thereof  and  heirby  seriously  recomends  to  the  respective  royall 
borrowes  of  this  kinsdome  to  give  ther  outmost  assistance  and  concurrence 
to  the  said  collectione  to  be  collected  by  the  magistrats  of  each  royall 
burgh,  or  any  others  they  shall  appoint  for  that  effect,  from  house  to  house, 
within  ther  bounds,  conforme  to  the  saides  acts  of  his  Majesties  privie 
council,  generall  assembly,  and  provincial  synod  of  Loathian  and  Twedale 
in  all  poynts. 

14.   Remitted  to  a  committee  to  consider  and   determine  as  they  shall  see  Comittj' anent 
cause   in   regard   to  several  missives  from  the  lord  conservator  anent  the  .staple  t*i<^''t^pl'^P°'"t. 
port,  and  to  return  such  answers  to  the  magistrates  of  Camj)heir  as  they  think  fit. 
15     It  being  proposed  by  the   convention  whether  or  not  it  be   the 


Bruntisland. 
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Perth.  interest  of  the  borrows  that  each  burgh  shal  at  the  next  general!   conven- 
''— '-  tione  bring  in  a  true  stated  accompt  of  ther  wholl  comon  good  to  be  recorded 

Common  good  .,■,,,,  ,,  ,  ,,  ,,.,.  -i  i 

of  burfehs.  m  ther  books  by  ther  clerk,  to  tlie  end  that  no  delapidations  may  be  made 
of  any  pairt  of  ther  comon  good  in  tyme  comeing,  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  royall  borrowes,  and  to  report  ther  opinion  to  the  nixt  generall 
conventione. 

12  July  1697. 

Brichcn  500  16.   Having  considered  the  report  of  the  visitors  of  Brichen,  the   convention 

allowed  that  burgh  500  merks  "  towards  the  present  i-epairatione  of  ther  bridge, 

tolbooth,  and  school." 

17.    Having  considered  a  petition  by  Bruntisland,  the  convention  appointed 

four  burghs  "  to  visit  the  caice  and  conditione  of  the  said  burgh  as  to  ther  comon 

good  and  debts  and  report  to  the  nixt  general  convention  ;''  and  in  the  meantime 

the  burgh  not  to  be  troubled  for  arrears  of  missive  dues. 
Kenneth  Mac-  18.    Remitted  to  a  committee  "  the  complaint  given  in  by  Keneth  IMackenzie, 

skipper  in  Leith,  against  Archibald  Weightman,  merchant  in  Roterdam." 
Dornoch.  j  9.   Having  considered  a  petition  by  Dornoch,  the  convention  discharged  that 

burgh  of  all  bygone  missive  dues,  amounting  to  £175  Scots. 

Address  to  the  20.  May  it  please  your  Majestie.  Wee  your  royall  burrowes  having 
nigs  '  ajesty.  i^y  your  Majesties  allowance  entered  upon  termes  of  setleing  our  staple 
port  at  the  toune  of  Campheir  and  instructed  Mr  Andrew  Kennedie,  con- 
servator, for  that  effect,  wee  are  credibly  informed  that  the  magistrats  of 
Campheir  have  made  invasion  upon  our  privieledges  in  that  place,  pre- 
tending that  from  the  expiratione  of  the  former  staple  contract  wee  hade 
no  jurisdictione  untill  the  new  contract  were  perfyted,  whereas  upon  the 
contrarie  it  was  aggreed  betuixt  us  and  them  that  in  regaird  wee  were 
firmly  resolved  (by  reason  of  your  Majesties  inclinationes  towards  that 
place)  to  containow  our  staple  there,  that  in  the  meantyme  all  things 
should  containow  betuixt  us  in  the  same  maner  as  they  were  during  the 
tyme  of  the  contract,  and  yeit,  notwithstanding,  considerable  breaches 
have  been  made  by  these  magistrates,  and  the  Scots  jurisdictione  hes  been 
palpablj'^  incroatched  upon  by  sewerall  instances  which  wee  desired  the 
conservator  at  length  to  inform  your  Majestie,  and  therefor  wee  are  confi- 
dent your  Majestie  will  think  it  suitable  to  the  weellfare  of  your  royall 
burrowes  that  they  may  be  repaired  of  the  injuries  done  them  and  be 
assured  that  no  such  breaches  shal  be  made  heirafter,  and  in   the  mean- 
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time  untill  the  samen  be  done  the  perfyteing  of  the  new  contract  be  pi^mh. 
delayed.    This  is  humbly  represented  by  your  royall  burrowes,  may  it  please       "  ^ 


-,,    .      ,  -««-•,  ^  ■  1  n  11      1         -II        1      -!■  -,  Address  to  the 

your   Majesty,   your    Majestys   most  faithfull,   loyall,   obedient  and  most  Kings  Majesty. 
humble  subjects  and  servants,  the  commissionars   of  the  royall  burghs  of 
your  Majesties  ancient  kingdome.      Signed,  [etc.]     Perth  12  July  1697. 

21.  The  convention  considering  that  "it  will  be  ther  intrest  and  advantage  Act,  renewing 
"  that  Mr  John  Buchan,  advocat,  ther  agent,  should  containow  ther  tacksman  for  Buehan's  tack 
the  unfrie  trad  of  this  kingdome  accoi'ding  to  ther  tack  sett  to  him  by  the  con-  "*  ^^'^  unfree 
ventioneat  Dundie  j™  vj'^nynty  tuo  yeares  .  .  .  the  which  tack  and  contract 
has  been  since  syne  explained  by  the  parliament  anno  j™  vj'=  ninty  thrie  yeares 
and  by  decreits  of  the  lords  of  sessione  and  proclamation  of  councill  followeing 
therupon,  and  seeing  the  said  Mr  John  Buchan  hath  wndertaken  and  entered 
unto  ane  new  contract "  for  the  space  of  three  years  from  Lammas  1697  and  two 
years  longer  if  he  pleases  to  continue,  therefore  they  disponed  "  to  the  said  Mr 
John  Buchan  the  sole  and  universall  power  from  the  dait  of  thir  presents,  which  the 
royall  borrowes  hes,  conforme  to  the  acts  of  parliament,  decreitis  of  the  lords  of 
sessione,  and  proclamations  of  privie  councill  followeing  therupon,  and  acts  of 
genei-al  conventiones,  conform  to  the  same  termes  and  conditiones  of  his  former 
tack,  and  accepted  be  the  said  Mr  John  Buchan  upon  the  expres  provisione  after- 
mentioned."  If  he  use  his  utmost  diligence  for  recovery  of  the  cess  and 
missive  dues  the  royal  burghs  are  to  relieve  him  of  all  loss  and  damage  he  may 
sustain.  As  he  has  to  advance  considerable  sums,  the  royal  burghs,  for  support- 
ing his  credit,  oblige  themselves  as  cautioners  for  10,000  merks  to  any  person 
who  shall  lend  the  same;  for  relief  whereof  and  of  10,000  merks  already  under- 
taken by  the  burghs  and  borrowed  from  the  good  town  of  Edinburgh,  John 
Buchan  disponed  as  much  of  the  cess  and  missive  dues  owing  by  the  several 
shires  and  unfree  trades  as  will  satisfy  said  sum.  The  convention  also  appointed 
him  to  give  in  an  account  and  report  discharges  of  his  payments  yearly  to  the 
convention.  The  commissioner  of  Aberdeen  protested  against  the  burghs  under- 
taking the  caution. 

22.  The  conventione  haveing  heard  the  caice  of  the  town  of  Innerara,  Act  in  favours 
and  searched  the  borrow  registers  theranent,  they  find  that  the  said  burgh 
was  inrolled  in  anno  j™  vj°  fourtie  nyne  yeares,  upon  the  Marqueis  of 
Argyle's  promise  to  few  out  the  towne,  holding  of  the  King  in  free 
burgage,  and  that  the  said  burgh  was  never  in  the  taxt  roll  till  anno  j™ 
vj°  nynty  yeares;  and  upon  the  representation e  of  ther  commissioner,  anno 
j™  y'f  nyntie  four,  Falkland  was  to  have  releived  them  of  two  shillings  of  the 
stent  roll,  and  the  agent  to  advance  the  samen  upon  conditione  the  burgh 
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Perth.  should  pay  the  remander;  which  being  considered  be  the  conventione  they 

"^     '  "    appoint  the  burghes  of  Edinburgh  and  Dumbartoun  to  attend  my  lord 

oAimerara."^''  Argyle  to  know  what  is  done  in  that  matter  relating  to  the  town's  holding 
of  the  King  in  free  burgage,  and  in  the  meantyme,  because  the  towne  of 
Innerara  has  no  patrimonie  or  casualitie,  appoyntes  the  agent  to  discharge 
them  of  the  soume  of  ane  hundreth  and  fourty  four  pounds  Scots  resting 
of  the  bygone  misive  dewes  preceeding  Jully  j"  vj"  nynty  seaven  yeares 
instant. 

Pittenweera,  23.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  town  of  Pittenweem  500  merks  Scots 

500  merks.         „  ^.^  ^^  applyed  by  them  towards  the  reparatione  of  ther  peir  and  harbour,  and 

recomends  to  the  sewerall  borrowes  to  give  a  voluntar  contributione  for  so  good 

a  work." 

13  July  1697. 

Kepresenta-  24.  Remitted  to  the   committee   appointed  to  meet  after  this  convention  a 

tives  of  James  petition  bv  the   representatives  of  the   deceased  James   Stewart,   merchant  in 

Stewart.  V^       v 

Dundie. 

Burgh  of  25.   Having  considered   a  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Perth,  the    convention 

Perth.  "  grant  warrand  to  the  present  magistrats  of  Perth  and  ther  successores  in  office 

to  few  out  such  parcells  and  pairts  of  the  comon  mure  as  they  shall  think  most 
convenient,  or  otherwayes  to  set  tacks  thereof  for  nynteen  or  twenty  one  yeirs  at 
ther  pleasour,  as  also  to  sett  ther  milnes,  Inches  and  fishings  for  the  space  of 
seaven  or  nyne  yeares  in  tacks  to  any  person  who  shall  offer  most  therfor,  by  the 
advyce  of  the  burghs  of  Dundie,  Stirling  and  Montrose  or  any  two  of  them.'' 
■r^j^gj.jj  26.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  burgh  of  Lanerk  500  merks  towards 

the   building   of  their   bridge   whenever   the   same   is  founded,  which   is  to  be 
expended  at  the  sight  and  be  the  advice  of  Sir  Thomas  Stewart  of  Coltness. 
Forras  Aher-  27-34.   Having  considered  petitions  given  in  by  the  burghs  afternamed,  the 

brothock,         convention   appointed   committees  to   visit  (27)   the  burgh  of  Forras  and  take 
St^Andrew™'   inspectione  of  their  tolbooth  ;  (28)  the  caise  and  condition  of  the  btirgh  of  Aber- 
Kinghorne,       brothock  and  the  decay  of  their  pier  and  harbour  ;   (29)  the  burgh  of  Bamff  and 
Iiinerune.         isl^^  inspection  of  their  harbour;  (30)  the  burgh  of  Nairn  and  take  trial  and  inspec- 
tion of  their  tolbooth  and  repair  of  their  bridge  ;  (3 1)  the  harbour  of  St  Andrews ; 
(33)  the  burgh  of  Kinghorn  and  take  inspection  of  their  pier,  harbour,  and  the 
road  leading  up  the  Pittiecurr ;  and  (34)  the  burgh  of  Innerury  and  take  tryall 
of  their  common  good  and  what  condition  they  are  in  "  and  alse  to  take  inspec- 
tione of  that  place  where  they  desire  the  bulwork."     All  the  committees  were 
appointed  to  give  in  their  reports  to  next  general  convention. 
servator.  35.  Having  considered  the  petition  of  Helen  Strachan,  relict  of  the  deceased 
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Sir  James  Kennedie,  lord  conservator,  the  convention  allowed  her  £5  "  of  j^resent  Perth 

supply."  13  July  1697. 

36.  Exempted    the     burghs     of    Sanquhair,     Dingwall,     Cullen,     Fortrose,  Exemction 
Anstruther  Wester,  Northberwick,  Lochmaben,  Wigetoune,  Dornoch,  Whythorn 

and  Kilrenny  from  attending  conventions  for  the  space  of  three  years. 

36a.  The  conventione  declaires  that  whensoever  any  fond  shall  Act  in  favour 
happen  in  favours  of  the  royall  borrovres  wherby  they  may  be  enabled  to  ^  <  ■ 
ease  any  of  ther  number  that  then  the  enshewing  conventione  shal  take 
under  special!  consideration  the  burghs  of  Air,  Dumfreise,  Irvine,  Dum- 
bartoun,  Wigetowne,  Dumfermling,  Kinghorn  and  Stanraer  for  getting 
ane  ease  in  the  taxt  roll  accordingly,  and  they  to  be  first  considered  befor 
any  other  royall  burgh  and  eased  as  said  is. 

37.  In  terms  of  the  25th  act  of  the  general  convention  in  July  1696  the  Missive  dewes. 
agent  reported  the  burghs  in  arrear  of  missive  dues,  and  the  convention  declared 

"  this  act  to  be  a  sufficient  exoneration  to  such  burghs  as  have  payed  in  ther  pro- 
portion of  the  said  missive  dewes  altho  ther  discharges  be  lost." 

3  8.  Anent  the  petition  given  in  by  the  burgh  of  St  Andrews,  men-  Burgh  of  st 
tioneing  that  they  have  obtained  ane  decreit  in  foro  against  the  univer- 
sity of  the  said  burgh,  wherby  the  lords  of  sessione  after  full  hearing  fand 
that  the  burgh  of  St  Andrews  being  erected  in  a  burgh  upwards  of  two 
hundred  years  befor  the  erection  of  the  university  could  not  be  pre- 
judged in  thair  jurisdictione  by  any  posterior  gift  granted  in  favoiirs  of 
the  university,  whereupon  they  did  give  in  ane  bill  which  is  appoynted 
to  be  seen  and  ansuered,  and  the  petitioners  being  nowayes  able  to 
mantain  thair  privieledges  or  defend  the  said  plea  any  longer  without 
the  royall  borrowes  assistance,  creaveing  thairfor  that  they  appoynt  thair 
agent  to  defend  them  on  the  publict  expences  of  the  borrowes,  as  the 
petition  bears;  which  being  considered  be  the  conventione  they  grant  the 
desir  therof  and  appoynts  the  agent  to  defend  the  towne  of  St  Andrews 
just  rycht  against  the  university  therof  till  the  nixt  generall  convention, 
on  the  publict  expences  of  the  borrowes,  not  exceeding  fyve  hundreth 
marks. 

39.  On  petition  of  the  burgh  of  Anstruther  Easter  the  convention  appointed  Anstrutlier 
a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  and  report  its  condition.  Easter. 

40.  The  conventione  haveing  considered  the  petition  given  in  by  the  TayL." 


236 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Perth. 

13  July  1697. 

Burgh  of 
Tayne. 


Taxt  roll 
altered. 


burgh  of  Tayne,  mentioneing  that  where  ther  caice  and  condition  and 
repairatione  of  ther  church,  steeple,  and  tolbooth  hes  been  a  head  of  the 
misive  thir  severall  yeares  by  past,  and  that  they  are  most  unjustly  leased 
and  oppressed  by  Captain  Hugh  Mackay,  who  hes  seased  and  apprehended 
some  of  our  inhabitants  tradeing  with  packs,  after  ther  ordinary  maner, 
and  did  rob  and  take  away  the  best  pairt  of  ther  packs  and  beat  and 
bruise  them,  which  is  a  manifest  and  hye  ryot  and  contrair  to  the  privie- 
ledges  of  the  royall  borrowes,  as  is  at  more  length  contained  in  the  said 
petition,  they  for  the  reasones  forsaid  appoints  the  repairation  of  ther 
kirk,  steeple  and  tolbooth,  to  be  a  head  of  the  nixt  generall  missive,  and 
remitts  to  the  burghs  of  Invernese,  Fortrose,  and  Nairn,  or  any  tuo  of 
them,  to  meet  with  the  petitioners  and  call  for  the  said  Captain  Hugh 
Mackay  and  examin  the  whole  matter  and  use  their  outmost  endeavour  to 
accomodat  the  samen,  and  in  caice  they  cannot  aggrie  upon  report  of  the 
said  comitty  to  the  clerk  and  agent  representing  the  w^hole  affair,  im- 
powers  the  agent  to  concurr  with  and  assist  [their]  petitioners  in  prosecuting 
the  said  Captain  Hugh  Mackay  befor  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  privie 
councill  on  the  publict  accompts  of  the  borrowes,  and  recomends  to  the 
comitty  that  sits  at  Edinburgh  after  disolveing  of  this  conventione,  in 
caice  the  said  persute  shall  be  intented  befor  the  privie  councill,  to  con- 
curr with  and  give  ther  assistance  therunto,  wheranent  this  shal  be  their 
warrant ;  and  grants  exemptione  to  the  said  burgh  for  thrie  yeares  firom 
attending  generall  or  particular  conventiones  of  borrowes. 

41.  [The  convention,  by  a  majority,  approved  of  the  report  of  a  committee 
and  appointed  the  tax  roll  following  "  to  be  the  settled  and  established  rule  in 
tyme  comeing  for  collecting  and  ingathering  the  publict  cess  and  missive  dewes.''] 


Edinburgh 

Perth 

Dundie 

Aberdeen 

Stirling 

Lithgow 

St  Andrews 

Glasgow 

Air 

Hadingtoun 


Lib.     s. 

D. 

Lib.    s. 

D. 

40      0 

0 

Dyssart 

0     3 

0 

2     8 

0 

Kirkcaldie  . 

1   12 

8 

4     0 

0 

Montrose      . 

1     6 

8 

4  10 

0 

Coupar 

0  15 

0 

1     2 

0 

Anstruther  Easter 

0     2 

0 

1   10 

0 

Dumfreise    . 

1   18 

4 

0     8 

0 

Invernese     . 

1     2 

0 

15     0 

0 

Bruntisland 

0     6 

0 

1      1 

4 

Innerkeithing 

0     5 

0 

1     2 

0 

Kingborn     , 

0     7 

0 
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Brechine 

Lib. 

0 

s. 

7 

D. 

0 

Rntherglen  . 

Lib. 

0 

s. 
2 

^-  Pjoeth. 
0  13  July  1697. 

Irvine 

0 

10 

0 

Northberwick 

0 

1 

^  Taxt  roll 

Jedburgli 

1 

6 

0 

Cullen 

0 

1 

0  altered. 

Kirkcudbriglit 

0 

6 

0 

Lauder 

0 

5 

0 

Wigetoune  . 

0 

6 

0 

Kilrennie     . 

0 

1 

0 

Pittenweem 

0 

3 

0 

Annan 

0 

2 

0 

Dumfermling 

0 

14 

0 

Lochmaben 

0 

1 

0 

Austruther  Wester 

0 

1 

0 

Sanquhair    . 

0 

1 

0 

Selkirk 

0 

10 

0 

Galloway 

0 

1 

0 

Dumbarfcoun 

0 

5 

0 

Dingwall 

0 

1 

0 

Rbenfrew     . 

0 

4 

0 

Dornoch 

0 

1 

0 

Dumbar 

0 

8 

0 

Queensferrie 

0 

7 

0 

Lanerk 

0 

9 

0 

Fortrose 

0 

2 

0 

Aberbrothock 

0 

7 

0 

Kintoir 

0 

1 

0 

Elgine 

0 

18 

0 

Innerurie     . 

0 

1 

0 

Peebles 

0 

10 

0 

Innerara 

0 

1 

0 

CraiU 

0 

4 

0 

Week 

0 

3 

0 

Tayne 

0 

4 

0 

Kirkwall 

0 

12 

0 

Culross 

0 

3 

0 

Inverbrevie 

0 

1 

0 

Bamff 

0 

6 

0 

Stanraer 

0 

2 

0 

Why  thorn   . 

0 

1 

0 

Mr  John   Buchan,  " 

Forfar 

0 

3 

0 

for  regalities  and 

10 

0 

0 

Rothesay 

0 

5 

0 

baronies                J 

Is  aim 

0 

1 

0 
0 

Porras 

0 

3 

Summa  est 

100 

0 

0 

Against  which  the  commissioners  for  Edinburgh,  for  themselves  and  in  Protestatioae. 
name  and  behalf  of  ther  constituents  and  all  others  that  will  adheire 
to  them,  gave  in  the  foUoweing  protestatione  against  the  present  taxt  roll, 
whereof  the  tenor  followes  : — The  commissioners  for  Edinburgh,  for  them- 
selves and  in  name  and  behalf  of  ther  constituents,  doe  heirby  protest 
against  the  proportion  of  the  taxt  roll  now  laid  upon  the  said  good  toun 
and  of  all  payment  conform  therto,  for  the  reasones  followeing,  viz. : — In 
regaird  that  the  royall  borrowes  did  appoint  visitors  to  inspect  the  condi- 
tione  of  the  whole  royall  burghs  within  this  kingdome,  anno  1691,  which 
visitatione  wes  accordingly  performed  and  the  town  of  Edinburgh  wes  par- 
ticularly visited  by  the  hail  four  visitors  and  a  report  made  and  given  in 
to  the  conventione  at  Dundie,  JuUy  1692,  which  are  sealed  and  lyes  in 
the  clerk  to  the  borrowes  hands,  and  is  the  only  rule  whereby  the  condi- 
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Perth. 

13  July  1697. 

Taxt  roll 

altered. 

Protestatione. 


Answeris  to 
the  protesta- 
tiotin. 


tione  of  the  seweiall  burghs  can  be  knowen,  yeit,  notwithstanding,  the 
-  generall  convention e  hath  proceeded  to  tax  the  said  town  of  Edinburgh  at 
great  randum  and  without  takeing  notice  to  the  visitors  report,  which   is 
contrair  to  law  and  reason. —  (2'^°')  It  being  uncontraverted  that  the  sub- 
ject of  the  tax  roll  is  the  trade  of  the  kingdome,  and  for  which  the  burden 
layed  upon  the  borrowes  is  payed,  soe  that  in  the  makeing  up  of  the  tax 
roll  it  is  the  certain  and  only  rule  that  each  burgh  be  taxed  according  to 
there  trade,  which  hath  not  been  observed  in  this  caice  in  so  far  as,  albeit 
it  was  offered  to  be  proven  and  still  is,  that  the  present  trade  of  Glasgow 
is  fully  equivalent  to  the  present  trade  of  Edinburgh,  wherby  in  reason 
these  tuo  burghs  ought  to  bear  ane  equall  proportione  in  the  tax  roll,  yeit, 
notwithstanding,  the  town  of  Edinburgh  is  palpably  injured  being  made 
near  three  tyraes  as  much  as  Glasgow. — (3''°')  In  the  laying   on  of  a  tax 
roll  ther  ought  to  be  candid  and  plain  dealings  and  no  preoccuppatione  of 
the  members  upon  promises  of  gratificationes  and  eases,  but  so  it  is  that 
unwarrantable    methods    hath    been   used  in  the   present    distributione 
of  the  taxt  roll ;  and  therfor  upon  the  forsaid  reasone  and  others  forsaid 
the  saides  commissionars  doe  protest  for  coast,  skaith,  damnadge,  and  for 
reraead  of  law  ;  and  therupon  took  instruments.    Wherupon  Hugh  Broun, 
commissionar  for  Innerara,  adhered  to  the  said  protestatione  and  therupon 
took  instruments. 

.(1°)  It  is  answered  that  altho  the  abovesaid  report  wes  in  reddines  to 
be  given  in  by  the  visitors  appoynted  as  said  is,  yeit,  notwithstanding,  the 
then  commissionars  for  the  towne  of  Edinburgh,  being  affrayed  of  a  con- 
siderable augmentatione  in  the  tax  roll  by  the  said  report,  did  prevail 
with  Mr  John  Buchan  to  take  upon  him  the  tenth  pairt  of  the  tax  roll 
for  the  freedome  of  trade  to  the  burghs  of  barronies  and  regalities,  which 
the  said  Mr  John  haveing  condescend  to  the  conventione  appointed,  by 
ther  act  Jully  1G92,  that  the  said  report  should  be  sealled  by  the  seal  of 
the  provost  of  Dundie,  then  preses,  to  lye  in  retentis  till  the  conventione 
should  think  fit  to  call  for  it,  but  so  it  is  that  the  said  report  hath  never 
yeit  been  called  for  by  any  member  either  at  this  or  any  prior  conven- 
tione nor  by  the  toun  of  Edinburgh  itself  untill  now  that  the  tax  roll  was 
fullie  concluded  by  the  comitty,  wherof  the  town  of  Edinburgh  was  mem- 
bers, and  the  report  of  the  said  comitty  was  made  in  full  conventione  and 
allowed   by  them  ;  neither  can    it    be  thought   reasonable   that  the   said 
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report  can  be  now  a  rule  for  proportion eing  the  said  tax  roll  after  so  long  Perth. 

tyme  as  fyve  yeares,  ther  being  now  a  great  alteratione  of  the  conditione  ^tl. L 

of  these  burghs  then  visited  from  what  they  were  at  that  tyme.      (2*°-)  It  altered". 
is   answered  that  the  comitty  did  deal  with  all  candor  and  ingenuity  in  Answeris  to 
lyeing  on  of  the  said  tax  roll,  haveing  fully  heard  the  toune  of  Edinburgh  tioun. 
by  ther  representatione  given  in  in  wryt,  as  also,  viva  voce,  concerneing  ther 
trade  and  conditione,  and  considering  that  ther  are  other  subject  for  a  taxt 
then  meir   trade,  as  also  haveing  heard  the  commissionar  for  Glasgow 
answer  against  the  said  representation  that  they  did  setle  the  taxt  roll  as 
is  now  given  in  to  the  conventione.      (3''°')  It  is  answered  that  this  third 
reasone  being  a  calumnious  and  malitious  reflectione  against  the  candor  of 
the  comity  it  ought  to  meet  with  a  severe  rebuik,  no  such  practises  being 
used  unless  by  these  of  the  toune  of  Edinburgh,  as  is  nottour  to  the  whole 
conventione. 

Walter  Stewart,  comissioner  for  Lithgow,  protested  against  his  being  Protestations. 
hightened  in  the  tax  roll  and  gave  in  his  protestation e,  subscrived  with 
his  hand,  quhich  was  read,  and  adheired  to  the  protestationes  given  in  by 
the  commissioners  for  Edinburgh  and  therupon  took  instruments.  As 
also  Mr  William  Jonstoun,  commissioner  for  Annan,  gave  in  ane  protesta- 
tione,  subscrivit  with  his  hand,  quhich  was  read,  adheiring  to  the  pro- 
testationes given  in  by  the  commissioners  for  Edinburgh  and  thairupon 
took  instruments  ;  to  both  which  protestationes  the  conventione  oppons 
the  ansuer  given  in  to  the  town  of  Edinburghs  protestationes. 

42.   The  following  items  are  included  in  the  agent's  accounts  from  Whitsun-  Agents  ao- 
day  1696  to  Whitsunday  1697,  which  amount  to  £15,726,  15s.  8d.  Scots  :  "^^^^L^^' 

"  Imprimis,  to  the  manager.s  of  the  Affrican  and  East  India  Company,      £9,000 
Item,  for  printing  the  lettres  to  this  convention,     .  .  .  .  36 

Item,  to  the  dispatching  of  the  lettres  to  the  generall  meeting  in 

March, 36 

Item,  for  wryting  two  principall  coppies  of  the  staple  contract  .  1 8." 

43.  The  conventione  considering  ane  representatione  given  in  by  the  Magistrates 
commissionars  for  Brichen  bearing  that  endeavours  are  used  contrair  to  ^^3.''°"'"^' " 
the  old  sett  and  constitutione  of  the  said  burgh  to  remove  the  present 
magistrats  from  being  counsellors  the  year  immediately  enshewing  ther 
office  of  magistracie,  which  may  be  of  dangerous  consequence  to  the  state 
of  borrowes,  therefor  enact  and  ordaine  that  not  only  the  magistrats  of 
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Perth. 

13  July  1697. 

Magistrates 
and  council- 
lors. 


Ridpath, 
agent,  act  de- 
clared null. 


Sir  John  Shaw 
of  Greenock. 


Brichen  shall  be  continwed  counsellors  for  the  year  immedlatly  enshew- 
ing  ther  office  of  magistracie,  but  lyckwayes  the  haill  other  royall 
borrowes  whois  custome  it  hes  been  to  containow  ther  magistrates  coun- 
sellours  for  the  year  enshewing  ther  removall  from  the  office  of  magis- 
tracie,  shall  be  inviolably  observed  in  tyme  comeing,  but  prejudice  allwayes 
to  such  burghs  as  haue  there  sett  and  constitutione  otherwayes  to  containow 
as  formerly. 

44.  The  conventione  rescindes  the  14  act  of  the  generall  conventions 
in  Jully  1695  ellecting  Mr  George  Ridpeth  to  be  agent  to  the  royall 
borrowes  and  declaires  the  samen  void  and  null  in  all  the  heads,  clauses, 
and  articles  therof. 

45.  The  conventione  haveing  considered  the  representatione  given  in 
by  Sir  John  Shaw  of  Greenock,  they  declaire  that  the  said  Sir  John 
cannot  be  allowed  to  vote  in  this  or  any  other  meeting  of  the  royall 
borrowes,  but  in  regaird  he  now  bears  a  proportione  of  the  taxt  roll  as 
being  a  heritor  of  ane  burgh  of  barronie,  and  that  he  hes  assisted  the  royall 
borrowes  sewerall  tymes  for  makeing  the  proportione  led  on  the  burghs  of 
barronies  and  regalities  effectwall,  as  has  been  publictly  acknowledged  by 
Mr  John  Buchan,  ther  agent  and  tacksman,  therefor  and  for  certain  other 
considerationes  the  convention  allows  the  said  Sir  John  Shaw  to  be  pre- 
sent at  this  or  any  other  meeting  of  the  royall  burrowes  heirafter,  and 
there  to  give  informatione  and  advyce  anent  the  trade  of  the  burghs  as 
weell  royall  as  others  ;  as  also  they  recomend  to  Mr  John  Buchan,  ther 
tacksman,  to  deal  descreetly  and  favourably  with  the  said  Sir  John  anent 
his  proportion  of  the  taxt  roll,  and  farder  recomends  to  the  members  of 
the  comity  that  are  to  sitt  at  Edinburgh  to  endeavour  ane  accomodatione 
betuixt  the  town  of  Glasgow  and  the  said  Sir  John,  and  in  caice  they 
doe  not  prevail,  to  report  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione,  declaireing 
heirby  that  this  favour  shall  not  be  a  leading  caice  or  a  preparative  to  any 
other  without  the  conventions  allowance. 


Anstruther 
Wester. 


George  Hon- 
our's sone. 


46.  Having  considered  petition  of  Anstruther  Wester,  the  convention  ''  re- 
comend to  the  burghs  of  Coupar,  Craill  and  St  Andrews  to  meet  with  the  com- 
missioners of  supply  for  the  shire  of  Fyfe  and  to  adjust  the  differences  anent  the 
malitia  betuixt  the  said  burgh  and  the  said  comissioners." 

47.  Authorised  the  committee  appointed  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  to  allow 
£100  or  200  merks,  at  their  option,  "to  James  Moncur,  sone  to  the   deceast 
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George  Moncur,  late  borrow  officer,  for  puting  him  to  a  trade."     Also  remitted  Perth. 

to  the  committee  "  to  speak  with  the  Viscount  of  Strathallan  anent  the  toll  of  ^^  '^"^^  ^^^''- 

his  fairs  at  Dublane  which  is  represented  as  a  grievance  by  severall  borrows." 

48.  The  convention  having  considered  petition  of  Sanquhar,  appointed  the  Sanquhair. 
agent  to  pay  £10  sterling  "towards  the  repairation  of  the  tolbooth  of  the  said 
burgh.'' 

49.    The   conventione   haveing   considered   the   sixt   article    of  the  Abbreviat  of 

iiiii-  •  1  •!  o      1  11  ^^^^  °^  burghs, 

missive,  wnerby  ther  clerk  is  appointed  to  revise  the  acts  of  the  generall  clerk. 
and  particular  conventiones  and  to  make  ane  compend  or  abreviat  of  the 
saids  acts,  and  he  haveing  in  obedience  therto  presented  ane  compend  of 
the  saids  acts  to  this  present  year,  containeing  the  whole  materiall  acts, 
constitutiones,  and  policy  of  the  state  of  borrowes,  and  which  compend 
being  considered  and  perused  by  the  conventione  they  in  respect  of  his 
personall  pains  therin  and  care  of  their  affaires  gTant  him  in  gratuity  one 
thousand  marks,  and  ordains  the  agent  to  pay  the  same ;  and  finding  the 
said  compend  to  be  necessarie  and  usefull  for  sewerall  burghs  to  have 
in  ther  custodie,  he  is  heirby  obleidged  to  give  them  coppies  therof 
when  called  for  to  any  burgh,  for  payment  of  the  wryting  at  thair  dis- 
cretione  ;  and  the  conventione  recomends  to  the  clerk  to  make  ane 
abreviat  of  the  said  compend  and  he  to  report  his  dilligence  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventione. 

50.  Allowed  to  the  agent  £600  Scots  of  gratuity.  Agent, 

51.  The  convention,  "in  consideration  of  the  kynd  and  readie  service  per-  ^ 
formed  to  them  by  the  publict  servants  of  the  bui-gh  of  Perth,"  allowed  £20  Perth. 
sterling  to  be  divided  amongst  them. 

52.  53.  Allowed  certain  sums  to  the  clerk's  and  agent's  servants,  the  presen-  Allowances  to 
ter  of  signatures,  macers  and  others. 

54.  The  convention  appointed  a  committee  "to  visit  the  caice  and  conditione  Peebles,  Por- 
of  the  burgh  of  Peebles  and  of  ther  bridges  and  school  house  ;"  and  another  com-  ti^oss- 
mittee  to  "  visit  the  conditione  of  the  burgh  of  Fortrose  and  of  ther  tolbooth  and 
schoolhouse  ;"  and  report  to  be  made  to  next  general  convention. 

55.  Allowed  to  the  clerk's  servants  "  ten  dollars  for  writing  the  compend."    Clerks  ser- 

56.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  next  general  convention  to  ™°*s- 
be  held  at  Abei'deen  in  July  1698.     Also  unlawed  the  absent  burghs  in  £100  dissolved. 
Scots  each.  S^slnTe*" 


2  H 
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Edinbuboh. 
22  July  3697. 

Sederunt. 


Preses. 

Letters  from 
the  royal 
burghs. 


(1.)  To  the 
lord  conserra- 
tor. 


Meeting  of  Committee,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  John  Robertson  ;  Dundie,  Patrick  Yeaman ;  Aberdeen,  James 
Gordon  ;  Air,  John  Mure  ;  Hadingtoun,  Alexander  Edgar  ;  Montrose,  Robert 
Rennalds  ;  Invernese,  Alexander  Duff;  Dumbaitoun,  Mr  James  Smolet ;  Loch- 
maben,  William  Menzies  ;  Innerara,  Hugh  Broune.  (Glasgow,  Dyssart,  Kirk- 
caldie,  and  Irvine,  absent.) 

22  July  1697. 

1.  John  Eobertsone,  dean  of  guild  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  [The  committee,  conform  to  the  14th  act  of  last  general  conven- 
tion, directed  the  following  letters  to  the  conservator  and  magistrates  of 
Campheer  :] 

My  Lord. — Your  two  letters,  both  of  the  dait  the  |i  June,  and  the 
memorialls  sent  therwith,  were  all  read  in  presence  of  the  generall  conven- 
tione  laitly  held  at  Perth.  Your  great  care  and  dilligence  in  these  matters 
was  verie  much  approven  and  comended  by  the  conventione,  but  because 
it  would  have  taken  up  much  tyme  to  have  considered  the  same  in  plain 
conventione,  they  did  therfor  remitt  to  a  comitty  of  ther  number  the  par- 
ticular consideratione  ther  of,  as  ye  will  perceave  by  the  inclosed  act  to 
that  purpose,  which  wee  have  transmitted,  not  as  apprehending  yow  were  to 
doubt  the  comities  authority  but  to  satisfie  yow  that  the  conventione  did 
soe  far  limitt  our  power  as  wee  cannot  dispence  with  your  concluding  of 
the  staple  contract  untill  first  dew  satisfaction  be  given  of  former  breaches 
and  reimbursement  be  made  of  the  charges  and  expences  occationed  in 
the  affair  of  Mr  Gordon.  One  of  your  letters  mentiones  that  yow  have 
gott  satisfactione  as  to  your  preliminaries,  and  that  yow  were  readie  to 
enter  upon  the  articles  of  the  contract,  and  desireing  that  the  conventione 
would  advyse  yow  what  yow  are  to  demand  farder  then  what  is  contained 
in  your  former  instructions,  as  to  which  wee  think  that  it  will  be  necessary 
to  take  full  assurrance  that  no  breach  or  violatione  shall  be  for  heirafter 
made  upon  the  Scots  jurisdictione,  but  they  shall  be  intirely  and  inviol- 
ably observed  ;  as  also  that  full  satisfactione  be  given  of  your  own  and  sons 
expences  and  of  Maisters  Gordon  and  M'Kenzies  damnadge  and  expences 
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sustained  be  them  through  the  magistrats  of  Campheirs  medleing  in  ther  Edikbdhoh. 
affairs.  We  remitt  what  farder  may  be  proper  to  your  own  prudence,  — — — - — - 
beleiveing  allwayes  that  ye  will  demand  nothing  which  is  not  necessarie  lord  conserva- 
both  for  the  honour  and  intrest  of  the  Scots  natione.  As  to  the  affair  of*"' 
Mr  Hoge,  some  of  our  number  were  appointed  to  attend  the  presbitrie  of 
Edinburgh,  which  accordingly  they  did  on  Wednesday  last  and  gave  in 
reasones  why  he  ought  not  to  have  been  transported,  but  the  presbitrie 
wes  notwithstanding  pleased  to  vote  his  transportatione  from  Campheir  to 
Clackmanan  against  the  moneth  of  March  next  enshewing,  and  in  remuner- 
atione  the  presbitrie  hes  offered  ther  concurrance  in  provideing  the 
toun  of  Campheir  with  ane  other  fitt  persone  so  soone  as  it  shall  be 
desired.  Wee  did  not  imagine  that  the  presbitrie  would  have  gott  over 
the  reasones  were  given  them  for  retaining  Mr  Hoge  at  Campheir, 
as  being  in  our  humble  opinion  a  great  deal  more  weighty  and 
convinceing  then  anything  offered  in  the  contrary,  but  wee  understand 
the  trew  caus  was  that  Mr  Hoge  was  under  discouragements  at 
Campheir  and  therfor  they  thought  it  ther  deuty  to  embrace  the  occa- 
tione  for  bringing  him  home  to  his  oun  countrey.  Wee  think  it  will  be 
seasonable  to  remember  these  two  articles  anent  the  poores  money  and 
metsters,  and  wee  desire  that  now  when  yow  are  about  the  setleing  of 
the  staple  contract,  the  poors  mony  and  bygone  intrest  therof  may  be 
delyvered  to  yow  and  the  minister,  and  by  your  order  so  disposed  of  as 
may  be  made  furthcomeing  for  the  use  of  the  poor  ;  as  also  that  in  time 
comeing  it  be  provided  that  a  Scotsman  may  be  a  mettster  alsweell  as 
any  other,  and  particularly  if  yow  think  fitt  that  one  Walter  Younger 
may  be  the  man  to  be  presently  choosen.  As  to  your  own  particular,  it 
was  spocken  of  at  some  length  in  the  generall  conventione,  and  albeit  all 
the  members  were  satisfied  that  your  care,  dilligence,  and  expences  in  ther 
affairs  did  deserve  suteable  gratificationes,  yeit  considering  that  the  staple 
contract  is  not  fully  peifyted  and  that  ther  may  be  ane  additionall  charge 
necesarie  befor  it  can  be  exped,  they  were  generally  of  opinion  to  delay 
that  matter  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione,  at  which  time  they  will 
have  all  under  thair  view  ;  and  wee  doubt  not  but  they  will  treat  yow 
discreitly  and  suteably  to  the  merits  of  the  cause,  nor  can  it  be  any  lose 
to  your  intrest  that  the  nixt  conventione  is  to  meet  at  Aberdeen,  these 
being  the  people  who  reap  the  greatest  advantage  of  the  staple  port  of 
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Edinbueoh. 
22  July  1697. 

(1.)  To  the 
lord  conserva 
tor. 


Campheir  and  will  certainly  lay  out  themselves  to  see  yow  get  full  satis- 
factione.  The  affair  of  your  sons  commission  to  be  conjunct  with  your 
self  was  lyckwayes  discoursed  in  the  convention  and  they  did  conclud 
nothing  about  it  nor  give  us  any  particular  instructione  thairanent  but  so 
far  as  our  warrant  reaches  wee  see  no  reason  to  except  against  his  admis- 
sione,  but  rather  judge  it  to  be  the  intrest  of  the  royall  borrowes,  seeing 
therby  the  great  objectione  of  not  residence  at  Campheir  will  be  removed, 
and  two  persons  can  certainly  manadge  what  is  unpracticable  for  one. 
Besides  your  son  is  represented  to  us  as  a  gentleman  of  good  expectatione 
and  of  whom  wee  have  confidence  that  his  actions  will  render  him 
all  way  es  acceptable,  the  best  wee  can  wish  for  him  that  it  may  be  justly 
said  patretn  sequitur.  Wee  know  nothing  to  hinder  his  takeing  the 
oath  de  fidelj  before  Mr  Pringle  or  any  other  persone  yow  think  fitt. 
As  to  the  point  of  admitting  factors,  wee  are  satisfied  that  ye  can  best  judge 
what  numbers  therof  ought  not  to  be  exceeded,  for  though  the  merchants 
doe  affirm  that  it  is  ther  intrest  how  many  ther  be  if  honest  and  suffi- 
cient. However,  befor  your  letters  came  to  be  considered,  ther  was  one 
Patrick  Gellie,  sone  to  Baillie  GelJie  in  Aberdeen,  admittit  factor,  and 
found  cautione  ;  but  wee  shall  represent  to  the  conventione  that  non  be 
admitted  for  the  futur  untill  your  opinion  be  required  theranent.  Wee 
know  not  of  any  further  necesarie  to  be  moved  for  us  at  the  treatie  of 
peace  then  what  wee  have  formerly  comunicated  to  yow  to  which  wee 
remitt  you.  Wee  suppose  yow  have  lately,  under  Captain  Gordons  cover, 
ane  coppie  of  ane  address  intended  by  the  royall  borrowes  to  his  Majestie 
which  was  delayed  untill  the  secretaries  of  state  should  see  the 
samen.  Accordingly,  wee  have  waited  on  both  secretaries  and  they 
are  satisfied  with  the  draught,  only  secretary  Ogilvy  thought  that 
the  paragraph  of  it  mentionning  the  delay  of  perfyting  the  staple  till 
repairatione  were  given  by  Campheir  for  invadeing  the  Scots  jurisdic- 
tione  might  be  noticed  by  the  King  as  too  peremptor,  but  wee  told  ther 
lordships  that  wee  designed  to  convoy  the  address  by  your  hands  who 
would  take  care  not  to  present  it  if  yow  understood  anything  therin 
would  offend,  and  therfor  wee  have  thought  it  expedient  to  send  yow  over 
the  address  and  be  sure  yow  consider  it  seriously,  and  if  yow  can  discover 
any  thing  thairin  that  can  give  the  least  dissatisfaction  to  his  Majestie, 
after  advyseing  it  with  such  as  are  about  the  King,  then  doe  not  by  any 
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means  present  it  but  rather  let  us  have  your  judgement  in  what  other  Edinburgh. 
termes  ane  new  address  may  be  made  and  it  shall  be   done  accordingly.        "  ^ 


Ther  is  ane  petition  referred  to  us  by  the  convention,  given  in  to  them  lord  conserva- 
by  the  representatives  of  the  deceast  James  Stewart,  merchant  in  Dundie,  *"''• 
which  wee  doe  heirwith  transmitt  to  yow  and  desirs  yow  may  give  the 
petitioners  all  the  justice  and  despatch  in  your  power,  which  will  be  verie 
obleidgeing  to  the  conventione,  the  defunct  being  sometyme  a  member 
himself  and  his  memory  verie  fragrant  among  us,  he  being  a  kynd  and 
discreit  persone.  Wee  have  seen  your  last  lettres  direct  to  the  lord  pro- 
vost of  Edinburgh  to  which  wee  suppose  what  is  said  may  be  ane  return, 
only  as  to  that  ratificatione,  wherof  ye  show  the  difficulty,  it  is  not  in  our 
power  as  a  comity  to  dispence  with  it,  being  as  yow  will  see  limited. 
However,  if  all  other  things  be  adjusted  to  satisfactione  wee  shall  use  our 
endeavours  to  get  ane  convention  called  pro  re  nata  that  they  may  con- 
sider upon  it,  and  wee  are  hopefuU  that  if  the  magistrates  of  Campheir 
shall  satisfie  in  all  other  matters,  and  particularly  in  Mr  Gordons  affair,  it 
will  be  a  considerable  inducement  to  the  conventione  to  ease  them  so 
far  as  can  consist  with  ther  safety  and  trust,  and  so  much  will  depend 
upon  themselves  in  that  matter,  Yow  cannot  expect  such  exact  returns 
from  us  in  thir  publict  affaires  as  are  agreeable  to  the  observationes  yow 
make  upon  them  yourself,  which  wee  doubt  not  is  effect  of  more  thinking 
then  wee  can  bestow  upon  it,  only  wee  send  yow  ane  breiff  accompt  of 
what  occurs  to  us  at  present,  and  what  is  wanting  now  shall  be  afterwards 
supplyed  as  yow  give  us  opportunity.  In  the  mean  tyme  wee  expect 
that  the  same  principle  of  fidelity  to  your  trust  and  zeal  to  your  native 
countrey  which  hes  heirto  acted  yow  in  all  your  proceedings  will  still 
determine  your  continwance  therin  ;  and  as  yow  have  just  ground  to 
expect  ane  reciprocall  meeting  from  the  royall  borrows  in  generall,  soe 
wee,  in  particular,  shall  not  be  wanting  to  approve  ourselves  upon  all 
occationes,  my  lord,  [etc.]  Sic  subscribitur :  John  Robertson,  preses. 
Ther  is  ane  petition  presented  to  us  by  Alexander  Wyllie,  who  is  now  at 
Campheir,  desireing  to  be  master  of  the  conserjorie  house  and  with 
whom  wee  are  generally  satisfied  but  haue  delayed  to  admitt  him  till 
wee  understand  if  ye  have  any  reasonable  objection  against  him. 

(2.)  To  the 

My  lords.     Your  last  to  the  royall  borrowes  wes  read  in  ther  late  camphetr!  °* 


246 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Edinburgh. 
22  July  1697. 

(2.)  To  the 
magistrats  of 
Campheir. 


conventione  at  Perth.  The  vindicatione  therby  offered  of  your  procedour 
in  the  affair  of  Mr  Gordon  was  not  so  satisfieing  as  to  justifie  any  one 
circumstance  of  it  as  being  in  everie  point  redargued  by  the  informa- 
tione  sent  to  them,  but  the  generall  conventione  haveing  named  us  as  a 
comittie  to  give  our  sentiments  of  that  affair,  v^ee  resolve  to  eshewn  these 
altercationes  and  calumnious  expressions  which  your  letter  provocks  from 
us,  either  by  your  questioneing  the  reality  of  our  signeing  or  sealing  our 
last  letter  or  anything  els,  and  do  desire  that  all  former  mistakes  may  be 
in  oblivion  and  that  as  wise  men  wee  may  look  forward  and  promove  the 
comon  intrest,  to  which  purpose  and  for  removeing  of  all  jealousies  and 
former  bad  impressions  it  is  our  earnest  desire  that  such  satisfactione  may 
be  given  to  the  lord  conservator  and  to  masters  Gordon  and  M'Kenzie  as 
may  retreive  these  unfortunat  stepts  were  made  to  ther  prejudices,  and 
wee  are  confident  that  if  your  honors  please  to  lay  out  your  selves  effect- 
wallie  this  may  be  obtained  from  his  Majestie,  at  whois  door  yow  say  it 
now  stands,  for  hade  the  King  been  informed  that  the  old  staple  contract 
was  by  mutuall  consent  still  in  force  until  the  new  was  perfyted  then  his 
Majestie  would  have  given  his  royall  allowance  for  the  exercise  of  the 
Scots  jurisdictione  by  thair  conservator  court  as  formerly.  However,  wee 
apprehend  no  difficulty  if  your  honors  expres  willingnes  to  have  that 
matter  adjusted  to  satisfactione.  Wee  have  laitly  received  letters  from 
the  lord  conservator  that  yow  have  come  a  considerable  length  in  setleing 
the  new  contract  and  have  returned  him  our  thoughts  theranent.  Wee 
shall  wish  that  all  things  may  proceed  with  that  equality  betuixt  yow  as  may 
leave  no  umbrage  of  discontent  in  tyme  comeing,  and  nothing  shall  be 
more  acceptable  to  us  than  the  intertainment  of  a  good  correspond ance 
according  to  the  laudable  example  of  our  predicessores.  And  in  the 
mean  tyme  be  pleased  to  know  that  the  comittes  power  from  the  late 
generall  conventione  is  expresly  limited  so  as  the  staple  contract  cannot 
be  renewed  untill  first  satisfaction  be  given  and  repairatione  made  of  the 
injuries  done  to  the  conservator,  masters  William  Gordon  and  Mackenzie, 
of  the  coast,  skaith,  and  damnadge  sustained  be  them  through  the  toun  of 
Campheirs  interfering  with  the  Scottish  jurisdictione,  as  your  honors  will 
plainly  perceave  by  the  act  of  the  generall  conventione  which  wee  have 
transmitted  to  the  conservator  to  be  comunicat  to  yow ;  as  also  he  will 
impairt  to  your  honours  the  information  which  the  conventione  hade  anent 
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the  whole  stepts  of  that  affair  and  that  the  originall  of  all  that  hes  hap-  Edinburgh. 
pened   to   Mr   Gordon    is  therby  most  clearly  lodged   upon  one   of  your       "'*' 


burgemasters  ;  but  wee  desire  to  eveit  all  reflections  as  is  formerly  said  magistrate  of 
and  shall  evidence  on  all  occations  how  readie  wee  are  to  continu,  my  ^ampiieir. 
lords,  [etc.]  Sic  subscribitur :  John  Robertsonb,  presea. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Patrick  Haliburtoun,  dean  of  gild,  and  Alexander  Thomson,  con-  Edinbubgh. 
Teener ;  Perth,  Alexander   Eobertsone  j   Dundie,  Alexander  Blair ;  Aberdeen,  ii^^ovember 
Mr  John  Johnstoune  ;   Lithgow,  Walter   Stewart ;  St  Andrews,    Mr  Thomas  Sederunt. 
Nairne ;  Glasgow,  John  Andersone  ;  Air,  Robert   Mure  ;  Hadingtoune,  Alex- 
ander Smith;  Kirkcaldie,  Henrie  Oswald;  Montrose,  James  Miln;  Dumfreis,  John 
Eeid ;  Bruntjsland^  Alexander  Gedd  ;  Kinghorn,  John  Bruce  ;  Brechine,  Alex- 
ander  Young ;  Irvine,   Mr   AJexander   Cuninghame  ;  Jedburgh,  Walter   Scot ; 
Pittenweem,   George  Smith ;   Selkirk,  Robert   Scot ;    Dumbrittane,  Mr   James 
Smolet ;  Rhenfrew,  Patrick  Houstoune  ;  Lanerk,  Archibald  Sympsone ;  Aber- 
brothock,  Patrick  Stevine  ;  Elgine,  William  King  ;  Peebles,  Archibald  Sheills  ; 
Craill,   William    Craufurd ;     Forfar,    Alexander    Jaffrey  ;     Rutherglen,    George 
Spence ;  Lauder,   John  Edingtoune ;  Annan,   Mr  William   Johnstoun  ;    Loch- 
maben,  William  Menzies  ;  Queensferrie,  Sir  William  Hamiltoun ;  Kintoir,  Mr 
Robert  Forbes  ;  Innerurie,  Mr  James  Ferguson  ;  Inverbervie,  Alexander  Arbuth- 
net.      (Thirty  burghs  absent.) 

11  November  1697. 

1.  Sir  Archibald  Mure  of  Thorutoune,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  Muro,  praises. 
preses.  Eevising  com- 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions.  missions. 

„      .  q     <.  ,  1  •     •  Commissions 

3.  Approved  of  the  commissions.  approved. 

4.  Oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  assurance  subscribed.  Allegiance  and 

5.  Appointed  a  general  committee   "to  consider  the  missive  and  all  other  ^^^"^ance. 
things  that  shall  happen  to  come  in  befor  the  conventione  and  to  prepare  the  comitty. 
samen  to  ther  consideratione." 

12  November  1697. 

6.   The    conventione   takeing  to  ther  consideratione   that   it  is  his  ^^^°jf^^''^^ 
Majesties  desire  that  in  the  staple  contract  to  be  perfyted  betuixt  them  contract. 
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EDDfBUEGH.     and  the  toune  of  Campheir  that  particle  of  the  thretie  eight  article  of  the 

1697.°^^™  ^^    contract  obleidgeing  the  magistrates  of  Campheir  to  procure  the  ratifica- 

As  to  ratifica-  tione  of  the  states  generall  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  staple  contract 

co'Sraot''^''    should  be  dispensed  with  and  past  from  by  the  royall  borrowes,  therfor 

the  conventione,  in  recognizance  of  ther  deuty  to  and  in  complyance  with 

his  Majesties  royall  pleasour,  they  doe  pas  from  that  pairt  of  the  forsaid 

article,  and  in  leiw  therof  they  doe  accept  of  ane  ratificatione  from  the 

states  of  Zealand,  which  the  towne  of  Campheir  are  to  be  obleised  to  doe 

by  the  contract,  in  respect  they  have  offered  the  samen  to  the  conservator 

in  name  of  the  royall  borrowes,  as  is  signified  to  them  by  the  conservator 

in  his  letter  of  the  dait  the  fyfth  and  fyfteen  day  of  October  last  by  past. 


Address  to 
the  King's 


15  November  1697. 

7.  The  draught  of  ane  addres  to  his  Majestie  by  the  present  generall 
conventione,  creaveing  his  royall  allowance  to  send  to  London  ane  or  mae 
commissionars  to  the  treatie  of  comerce  to  be  held  ther,  being  red,  wes 
unanimously  approven  by  the  conventione  and  appointed  to  be  recorded, 
whereof  the  tenor  follows  :— May  it  please  your  sacred  Majestie.  Wee 
your  royall  borrows  being  here  convened  towards  the  setleing  of  the  staple 
contract  betuixt  the  town  of  Campheir  and  us,  and  understanding  that  it 
is  your  Majesties  pleasour  that  wee  should  dispence  with  that  pairt  of  the 
contract  whereby  the  magistrats  of  Campheir  were  to  procure  the  ratifica- 
tione of  the  states  generall  of  the  United  Provinces  therunto,  wee  have  as 
ane  instance  of  our  dew  complyance  with  and  obedience  to  your  royall  will 
and  pleasour  removed  that  article,  and  haveing  hade  so  many  signall 
prooffs  of  your  Majesties  royall  care  of  us  in  all  our  concerns,  wee  are 
therby  encouraged  to  present  our  addresses  upon  all  occations  wherein 
your  Majesties  appearance  in  our  behalfs  is  necessarie.  And  seeing  it 
hath  pleased  God,  of  his  infinite  mercy  and  goodnes,  to  make  your  Majestie 
the  great  and  happy  instrument  of  ane  honourable  peace  to  these  your 
kingdomes,  and  being  informed  that  in  prosecutione  therof  ther  is  ane 
treaty  of  comerce  to  be  held  betuixt  your  subjects  of  Brittane  and  these 
of  France,  wherein  the  matter  of  trade  may  be  adjusted  and  your  subjects 
of  this  kingdome  restored  to  ther  antient  priuieledges,  it  is  humbly  repre- 
sented to  your  Majestee  that  your  antient  kingdome  of  Scotland  is  verie 
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much  interessed  to  have  sewerall  impediments  of  ther  trade   to   France  EorNBURflH. 
removed  and  taken  of,  as  especiallie  ane  act  dischargeing  our  importing  her-  1697. 
ring  to  France  which  was  made  since  the   beginning  of  the  lait  warr,  as  Address  to  ^ 
also  ane  act  of  fyfty  solz  per  tunn  imposed  upon  shiping,  both  which  have  Majestil^ 
been  verie  greivous  to  the  subjects  of  this  your  ancient  kingdome,  con- 
sidering that  our  fishing  is  our  greatest  manufactory  and  if  ther  importa,- 
tione  to  France  shall  not  be  allowed  as  formerly  it  will  tend  highlie  to 
the  prejudice  of  this  natione,  for  preventing  wherof,  as   your  Majesties 
interpositione    is    humbly    in  treated,    soe  that    your    Majestie    will    be 
graciously  pleased  to  authorize  our  commissionars,  ane  or  mae  as  your 
Majestie  shall  appoint,  to  meet  at  the  treatie  and  to  represent  your  royall 
borrowes  upon  this  most  concerneing  and  important  exigencie.      May  it 
please  your  sacred  Majestie  [etc.]     Sic  subscribitur :  Ard.  Mitre. 

8.   The  same  day,  ther  was  red  and  approven  by  the  conventione  the  f^<'''s""  *?  '^e 

•' '  J^J^         _  ■'     _  _  secretaries. 

letters  directed  from  them  to  the  lord  secretaries,  which  wes  ordained  to 
be  recorded,  whereof  the  tenor  followes  : — My  lord.  The  royall  borrowes 
doe  reckon  it  both  ther  honour  and  advantage  to  be  patronized  by  your 
lordship  in  all  ther  publict  concerns,  and  are  most  sensible  that  they  owe 
ane  deutiefuU  aknowledgement  upon  all  occationes.  They  have  in  com- 
plyance  with  your  lordships  opinion,  signified  by  yours  to  the  lord  provost 
of  Edinburgh,  of  the  date  the  twelt  of  October  last,  keeped  a  generall 
conventione  wherein  they  have  dispenced  with  that  article  of  the  staple 
contract,  obleidgeing  the  magistrates  of  Campheir  to  procure  the  ratifica- 
tione  of  the  states  generall  of  the  united  provinces,  soe  that  nothing  does 
now  stop  the  perfyting  of  that  contract.  The  conventione  haue  lyckwayes 
taken  under  ther  consideratione  that  it  does  verie  much  import  to  the 
trade  and  comerce  of  this  kingdome  that  the  royall  borrowes  should  be 
represented  in  the  treaty  of  comerce  which  is  to  be  held  at  London 
betuixt  Ingland  and  France,  but  befor  they  should  proceed  to  nominat 
commissionars  for  that  end  they  did  judge  it  ther  deuty  to  address  his 
Majesty  for  allowance  to  send  up  ther  commissionars,  of  quhich  address 
the  just  coppie  is  heirwith  transmitted.  It  is  humbly  desired  by  the 
royall  borrowes  that  your  lordship  will  be  pleased  to  concurr  with  this 
addres  and  interpose  with  the  king  for  his  gracious  answer  thereto,  which 
when  obtained  ane  new  generall  conventione  will  be  called  for  giveing 
such  instructiones  as  shall  be  necessary  for  carieing  on  ther  designe.  I 
2  2  I 
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Edinburgh. 
15  November 
1697. 

Letter  to  the 
secretaries. 


Cromarty. 


am  allowed  by  the  conventione  to  returne  your  lordship  ther  humble  and 
most  hearty  thanks  for  bygone  favours  and  to  give  assurrance  that  the 
royall  borrowes  will  haue  inteir  dependance  therupon  for  the  tyme  to  come 
and  will  own  any  success  they  may  haue  in  this  wndertakeing  to  your 
lordships  good  conduct  and  assistance.  This  in  ther  name  is  signed  by, 
my  lord,  [etc.j 

9.  Authorised  the  agent  to  pay  to  James  Eow  of  Chasters  £12,  10s.  ster- 
ling "in  full  of  the  fyve  moneths  supply  dew  be  the  burgh  of  Cromarty  at  the 
term  of  Lammas  1691,"  and  for  which  sum  Eow  held  a  precept. 


Roup  of  the 
oastoms. 


17  November  1697. 

10.  The  conventione  of  the  royall  borrowes  considering  that  ther  is 
ane  roup  to  be  made  of  the  customes  and  forraigne  excyae  upon  the 
nynthteen  instant,  and  in  respect  that  the  royall  borrowes  are  the  subject 
and  fond  out  off  which  the  saides  deuties  aryse  to  his  Majestie,  they  judge 
it  both  the  intrest  of  the  natione  in  generall  towards  the  encourageing  of 
trade  and  ther  intrest  in  particular  to  have  the  saides  customes  lodged  in 
ther  hands,  therfor  they  enact  and  ordain  such  commissionars  as  shall  be 
nominat  by  them  to  appear  befor  the  lords  of  the  theasaury  and  exchequer 
the  day  of  the  roup,  and  ther  to  offer  and  bide  for  the  said  tack  of  the 
customes  and  forraigne  excyse  in  name  and  for  the  behooff  of  the  haill 
royall  borrowes,  and  in  caice  the  said  tack  shall  fall  to  them  the  conven- 
tione bindes  and  obleidges  them  and  ther  successores  to  releive  and  dis- 
burden ther  saides  commissionars  of  the  tack  deuty  to  be  undertaken,  for 
the  space  and  upon  the  conditiones  as  the  saides  commissionares  shall  take 
the  samen,  which  tack  sua  taken  shall  be  equally  devydit  amongst  the 
haill  royall  borrowes  conform  to  ther  proportion  of  the  taxt  roll,  and  they 
shall  bear  ther  proportione  of  aither  loss  or  gain  conform  therto. 


18  November  1697. 


11.  [The  convention  taking  to  their  consideration  the  act  and   con- 


Act  in  favours 

of  Mr  John  ^                                                    °                                                  -"-     ""^    "'^"    o-iiu     i^un- 

Buchan,  reieif  tract  entered  into  with  John  Buchan,  mentioned  in  the  24th  act  of  the  con- 

misTveXes,  vcntion  at  Dundee  on  13th  July  1692],  which  act  and  contract  was  also 

anttradfnt"  ^'^^^^^'^  ^^'^  approvcn  by  the  act  of  parliament  j"  vj-^  and  nyntie  thrie,  for 
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the  comunicatione  of  trade  in  maner  therein  exprest,  lyckeas  by  the  said  Edinburgh. 
act  of  parliament  it  is  farder  statut  and  ordained  that  ther  shall  be  a'Jgw"'^''"^'"^ 
comunicatione  of  trade  to  the  saides  burghs  of  regalities,  barronies,  and  Act  in  favours 
others  upon  ther  payeing  and  releiveing  the  royall  borrowes  of  a  just  Barfi'an°reieif 
proportione  of  the  hundred  pounds  of  the  taxt  roll  imposed  upon  them  of  cess  and 
by  act  of  parliament,  as  the  said  act  more  fully  beares.  In  prosecutione  unfree  tradei-s 
of  the  which  acts  and  contract  the  said  Mr  John,  notwithstanding  of  the  ^""^  t™fi"'g- 
outmost  dilligence  that  could  be  used,  did  meet  with  great  and  unsuper- 
able  difficulties,  whereby  he  was  necesitat  to  lay  out  and  engadge  for  con- 
siderable sowmes  for  payment  of  his  undertakeing,  which  at  length 
obleidged  him  to  apply  to  the  lords  of  privie  councill,  to  the  effect  ther 
lordships,  in  regaird  of  the  free  offers  he  did  make  to  the  respective  shyres 
of  the  kingdome  of  the  moderat  proportions  that  he  demanded  of  each  of 
them  for  the  whole  unfree  traders  and  unfree  tradeing  within  ther  respec- 
tive bounds,  the  commissioners  of  the  said  shyres  might  be  conveened  to 
consider  his  said  offers,  conforme  to  ane  taxt  roll  that  he  hade  at  that 
tyme  exhibited  to  the  councill,  and  to  subdevide  and  proportione  the 
same  upon  the  forsaid  unfree  traders  for  the  benefit  of  the  above  men- 
tioned comunicatione  as  they  should  find  reasonable,  which  supplicatione 
the  lords  of  his  Majesties  privie  councill  did  grant  and  ordered  a  procla- 
matione  to  be  thereon  emitted,  as  the  same  of  the  date  the  eighteen  day 
of  Februarie  last  by  past  at  more  length  proports  ;  lyckeas  the  said  Mr 
John  haveing  intented  action  befor  the  lords  of  sessione  against  unfree 
traders  within  certain  burghs  of  regalities  and  others,  such  as  Dalgkeith, 
Musleburgh,  &c.,  the  lords  by  their  decreit  fond  that  not  only  the  unfree 
traders  themselves  but  also  all  retaillers,  tradesmen,  and  other  burgesses 
and  inhabitants  within  the  saides  burghs  were  lyable  to  bear  ther  pro- 
portione of  the  forsaid  taxt  roll  exhibited  by  Mr  John  Buchane  to  the 
lords  of  privie  councill  in  maner  abovementioned,  and  farder  by  ane  other 
decreit  the  saides  lords  did  also  find  that  the  unfree  traders  within  the 
forsaid  burghs  whom  the  said  Mr  John  hade  conveened  on  that  accompt, 
and  where  the  forsaid  proportione  was  not  aggreed  to  and  undertaken  by 
the  burgh  where  they  traded,  were  lyable  to  the  escheat  of  ther  whole 
moveables  conform  to  the  acts  of  parliament ;  lyckeas,  after  the  expyreing 
of  the  forsaid  first  contract  betuixt  the  conventione  of  borrowes  and  the 
said  Mr  John,  the  conventione  mett  at  Perth  the  tweJth  day  of  Jully  last 
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Edixbituuh.     bypast  did  renew  the  same  for  other  thrie  yeares  and  tuo  years  in  maner 

imi. ""  therin   mentioned And  farder  the  foresaid  conventione  at  Perth 

Act  in  favours  did  lyckwayes  allow  of  the  thrie  pound  ten  shilling  that  by  the  taxt  roll 
Bu^an°reieif  exhibited  by  the  said  Mr  John  to  the  privie  councill  in  maner  forsaid  was 
of  cess  and       added  to  the  forsaid  ten  pounds,  and  the  convention  being  verie  sensible 

missive  dues,  ^  \  .  i      i  p      i_        i' m 

unfree  traders  of  Mr  Johus  care  and  dilligence  in  all  this  matter,  and  also  of  the  ditn- 
ra  inR.     py|(.jgg  ^^^j^  j^g  jj^^]^  ^^^^  ^j^jj   ^^^   ^j^g  burden  that  still  lyes  upon  him, 

and  with  all  considering  how  much  it  is  ther  own  intrest  to  have  the 
forsaid  bargains  made  efi'ectuall  for  releiff  of  the  royall  borrowes,  and 
that  Mr  John  for  advanceing  of  the  said  intrest  doeth  freely  give  over  in 
favours  of  the  said  royall  borrowes  the  forsaid  thrie  pounds  ten  shillinges 
that  was  added  to  the  said  ten  pounds  in  recompense  of  his  pains  and 
expenssis,  have  therefore  ordained  and  doe  heirby  with  consent  of  the 
said  Mr  John  Buchan  ordain  and  enact  that  the  said  Mr  John  Buchau 
shall  grant  subtacks  or  assignments  to  the  burghs  particularly  after 
specifiet,  viz.,  ....  *  and  that  for  payment  of  ther  respective  propor- 
tiones  mentioned  in  the  taxt  roll  imposed  upon  the  burghs  of  barronies, 
regalities,  and  other  unfree  traders  within  the  saides  shires  and  haill 
bounds  thereof,  with  full  power  to  the  saides  burghs  to  uplift  and  levie 
the  forsaid  quota  and  proportion  from  the  persones  therin  lyable  and  to 
use  all  execution  competent  to  the  said  Mr  John  for  that  effect,  which 
subtacks  and  assignments  they  doe  farder  ordain  the  forsaides  burghs  to 
accept  of  and  that  they  pay  for  the  same  for  makeing  up  of  bygones  pre- 
ceeding  Lambas  last,  each  of  them  quarterly,  beginning  the  first  quarters 
payment  at  the  said  term  of  Lambas  last  and  so  furth  to  continow  ay 
and  whill  the  said  Mr  John  be  completely  payed  of  the  haill  soumes 
particularly  wnderwryttin,  viz.,f  ....  And  farder  that  for  the  term  of 
Lambas  last  and  in  tyme  comeing  they  pay  each  of  them  for  themselves 
and  ther  successores  in  office  to  the  said  Mr  John  and  his  forsaides 
dureing  the  space  of  the  tack  sett  to  him  at  Perth  the  proportions  of  the 
forsaid  cess  and  misive  dewes  effeiring  and  corresponding  to  the  respec- 
tive quotas  sett  down  in  the  foUoweing  taxt  roll,  viz.,;]:  .  .  .  and  that  at 
the  termes  that  are  and  shall  be  therto  appointed  by  acts  of  parliament, 
acts  of  conventiones  of  estaites  and  borrowes,  respective,  the  saids  burghs 
allwayes  haveing  retentioue  of  alsmuch  as  corresponds  to  the  respective 

*  See  subjoined  table.  t  See  columns  Nos.  1  and  2  in  the  subjoined  table. 

X  See  column  No.  3  in  the  subjoined  table. 
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proportiones  of  the  three  pound  ten  shillinges  conforme  to  the  list  also  Edinburgh. 
after  mentioned*  \l  fZ"'"""" 

[The  particulars  contained  in  the  foregoing  act  are  embodied  in  the  Act  in  favours' 

of  Mr  John 
Buchan,  releif 
of  cess  and 
missive  dues, 
iinfree  traders 
and  trading. 


following  Table :] — 


Burghs  appointed  to 
receive  tacks. 


Edinburgh  . 
Haddingtoun 
Lauder    .     . 
Jedburgh 
Lithgow  .     . 
Perth  .     .     . 
Inverbervie . 
Aberdeen 
Invernes 
Tayne 
Fortrose 
Innerara 
CraUl . 
Dundie 
Bamff. 
Selkirk 
Peebles 
Glasgow 
Dumfreise    . 
Wigtown 
Kirkcudbright 
Air      .     .     . 
Irvine      .     . 
Dumbartoun 
Rothsay  .     . 
Ehenfrew     . 
Stirling    ,     . 
Dornoch  .     . 
Week .     .     . 
Elgin  .     .     . 
Kirkwall 
Stirling    .     . 
Nairn .     .     . 


For  shire  of 


Edinburgh 

Haddingtoun    .... 

Berwick 

Roxburgh    

Lithgow , 

Perth 

Kincairdine      .... 

Aberdeen 

Invernes 

Ross 

Cromartie 

Argyle 

Fyfe  and  Kinross     .     . 

Forfar 

Bamff 

Selkirk 

Peebles 

Lanerk 

Dumfreise 

Wigtown 

Kirkcudbright  stewartry 
Kyle  and  Craick  .  .  .  ) 
Cuninghame  bailiary  .  J 
Dumbartoun     .... 

Bute 

Rhenfrew 

Stirling  and  Clackmannan 

Sutherland 

Caithness 

Elgin  or  Moray    .     .     . 
Orkney  and  Zetland 
Clackmannan  .... 
Nairn 


Quarterly 
payments. 


216  0 

216  0 

144  0 

252  0 

264  0 

168  0 

48  0 

228  0 

32  0 

16  0 

10  0 

78  0 

228  0 

48  0 

48  0 

12  0 

8  0 

132  0 

78  0 

20  0 

16  0 


54  0 

4  0 

240  0 

132  0 

10  0 

36  0 

72  0 

84  0 

84  0 

6  0 


2. 

Total. 
Scots  money. 


3. 

Proportions 
of  £13, 10s. 


5203 

5203 

0  3468 


6070 

6359 

4047 

1156 

5492 

770 

385 

240 

1878 

5492 

1156 

1156 

289 

172 

3179 

1878 

481 

385 


7 

7 

18  0 
11  6 
13  0 


260  0  0 


1 
6 

8 
17 


0 
0 
6 
4 
8  8 

17  0 

18  9 
8  6 
6  0 
1  0 
1  6 

14  4 
16  6 

19  0 

15  10 


0  18  0 

0  18  0 

0  12  0 

1  1  0 
12  0 
0  14  0 
0  4  0 
0  19  0 
0  2 
0  14 
0  0  10 
0  6  6 
0  19  0 
0  4  0 
0  4 
0  1 
0  0 
0  11  0 
0  6 
0  1 
0  1 


6268  6  10  1  1  8 


1300  0 

0 

0  4  6 

96  7 

6 

0  0  4 

5781  10 

0 

10  0 

3179  16 

6 

0  11  0 

240  0 

0 

0  0  10 

867  4 

6 

0  3  0 

1734  9 

0 

0  6  0 

2023  10 

6 

0  7  0 

2023  10 

6 

0  7  0 

144  10 

9 

0  0  6 

4. 

Proportions 
of  £3, 10s. 


0 


0   18      0 

0  2     0 

0  2     0 

0  9     0 

0  4    0 

0  2     0 

0  0     6 
2     0 

0  0    4 

0  0    4 

0  0    6 

0  0    0 

0  3 

0  1 

0  2 

0  0    0 

0  0 

0  1 

0  1 

0  1 

0  0 

0  2 

0  5 

0  3 

0  0 

0  2 

0  1 

0  0    0 

0  0    0 

0  1 

0  3 

0  0     0 

0  0 


And  lyckwayes  excepting  from  these  payments  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh, 
Peebles  and  Eothesay,  which  thrie  have  the  cess  and  missive  dewes  to  be 
collected  by  them  from  the  respective   shires  to  belong  and  appertain  to 
*  See  column  No.  4  in  the  subjoined  table. 
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Edinduegh.  them  respective  dureing  the  currancie  of  the  said  tack  at  Perth.  Provide- 
1697°^^  '^'^  ing  allwayes,  lyckeas  it  is  heirby  provyded  that  the  burghs  above  men- 
Act  in  favours  tioned  lyable  for  the  forsaid  soumes  for  bygons  preceeding  Lambas  last 
Bn^an°reUef  ^^^^^  ^^.ve  allowance  in  the  first  end  therof  of  whatever  recepts  they  shall 
of  cess  and       produce  Under  the  hand  of  the  said  Mr  John  or  his  factor  or  others  have- 

miSSlVG  QU6S 

unfree  traders  ing  power  ffom  him  in  discount  of  the  forsaid  sowmes  respective  proceed- 
and  trading.  -^^^  ^^^  ^^j^  ^^  ^j^j^  presents,  lyckewayes  it  is  heirby  provyded  that  the 
respective  borrowes  to  whom  the  forsaid  ease  off  thrie  pownd  ten  shilling 
is  communicated  shall  be  obleidged  to  pay  to  the  said  Mr  John  for  the 
present  currant  tack  such  a  gratificatione  as  the  royall  borrowes  shall 
think  fitt  to  determine  out  of  the  forsaid  fond  for  what  pains  and  trouble 
the  said  Mr  John  shall  be  at  in  assisting  of  them  against  the  saides  unfree 
traders  and  others. 


Customs  and 
excise. 


General  con- 
vention, 
treatie  of 
comerce. 


Lithgow,  Bor- 
rowstness. 


12.  Referring  to  their  10th  act,  the  convention  authorised  the  lord  provost 
of  Edinburgh  and  John  Anderson  of  DowhiM  to  offer  for  a  tack  of  the  customs 
and  excise  which  are  to  be  rouped  on  19  th  instant. 

13.  The  conventione  considereing  that  they  have  ordered  ane  addres 
to  be  presented  to  his  Majestie  for  ane  allowance  to  name  ane  or  mae 
commissioners  to  represent  them  in  the  treatie  of  comerce  to  be  held  at 
London,  therfor  they  grant  warrant  to  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  to 
call  a  new  generall  conventione  if  he  shall  sie  cause  whenever  he  shall 
receave  his  Majesties  gracious  ansuer  to  the  forsaid  addres. 

14.  The  conventione  haveing  considered  the  memoriall  given  in  by 
the  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Lithgow,  representing  that  the  trads- 
men  of  Borrowstnes  did  hinder  the  tradsmen  of  the  said  burgh  from  selling 
the  subject  of  ther  trade  in  the  said  towne  of  Borrowstnes  as  formerly 
they  were  in  use  to  doe,  they  doe  therfor  recomend  to  the  lord  provost, 
with  such  of  the  commissionars  of  the  royall  borrowes  as  his  lordship  shall 
think  fitt,  to  attend  her  Grace  the  Dutches  of  Hamiltoun  and  use  his 
endeavour  to  get  the  greivances  represented  in  the  said  memoriall 
redressed. 

19  November  1697. 
Loan  by  Sir  15.   Sir  John  Shaw  of  Greenock,  knight  and  baronet,  having  lent   10,000 

Johnluchan"    "^P^'t^  ^°  Jo^n  Buchan  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  21st  act  dated  1:^  July 
last,  the  convention  bound  themselves  as  cautioners  for  repayment  of  the  money. 
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16.  Appointed  a   committee  to  consider  and  determine  upon  any  question  Ewnburoh. 
that  may  arise  anent  tlie  taking  of  the  customs  and  foreign  excise  and  managing  |°g^°''^™'^«'' 
of  the  same. 


Customes  and 
forraigne  ex- 


Meeting  of  Committee,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,   Sir  Archibald  Mure,  lord   provost,  and  Patrick  Haliburtoun  ;  yi  December 
Dundie,  Alexander    Blair ;    Glasgow,   John    Andersone  ;   Air,  Robert   Mure  ;  1  97. 
Dumfreise,  John  Reid  ;  Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Cunninghame  ;  Dumbartoun,  Mr  Sederunt. 
James  Smolet ;  Rhenfrew,  Patrick  BLoustoune  ;  Craill,  William  Craufurd. 

17  December  1697. 

1.  Sir  Archibald  Mure  of  Thorntoune,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  Preses. 
preses. 

2.   The  comitie,  conform  to  the  power  granted  to  them  by  the  16  act  Manadgersof 

'txi6  customs 

of  the  last  generall  conventione  holden  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  upon  appointed. 
the  nynteenth  day  of  November  last  by  past,  haveing  mett  in  ordor  to  the 
manadgement  of  the  tack  of  the  customes  and  forraigne  excyse  which  was 
taken  by  the  borrows,  they  in  the  first  place  did  put  it  to  the  vote, — 
proceed  or  delay  as  to  the  choiseing  of  fitt  persons  who  shall  manage  the 
said  tack, — and  it  caried  proceid  ;  and  in  the  nixt  place  did  put  it  to  the 
vote  how  many  persones  should  be  choisen  and  appointed  manadgers, 
which  unanimously  caried  that  seaven  persons  should  be  nominat  and 
appoynted  for  manadgeing  therof,  and  therafter  proceeded  to  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  saids  seaven  persones,  whom  they  heirby  nominat  and  appoint, 
and  be  thir  presents  nominats  and  appoints  Sir  Archibald  Mure  of  Thorn- 
toun,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  John  Anderson  of  Dowhill,  commissioner 
for  Glasgow,  Patrick  Haliburtoun,  dean  of  gild  of  Edinburgh,  William 
Menzies,  one  of  the  present  baillies  of  the  said  burgh,  Mr  James  Smolet 
of  Bonhill,  commissioner  for  Dumbartoun,  Patrick  Houstoun,  commissioner 
for  Rhenfrew,  and  Mr  William  Johnstoun,  commissioner  for  Annan,  to  be 
manadgers  of  the  said  tack  of  the  customes  and  forraigne  excyse  and  to 
officiat  in  that  trust  and  doe  everie  thing  requisit  theranent  dureing  the 
haill  space  therof  conform  to  the  said  1 6  act  of  the  said  last  generall  con- 
ventione in  all  points,  whereof  the  major  pairt  of  the  saids  manadgers  are 
heirby  declaired  to  be  a  quorum. 
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Edinburgh.  3.   Appointed  a  sub-committee  to  frame  instructions  for  the  managei-s  of  the 

17  December     ^ack   of  customs  and  to   prepare  the  draft  of  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  each  of  the 
1697.  II, 

royal  burghs. 


Sub-committee 
to  draw  in- 
structions. 


Meeting  op  Committee,  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh. 
20  December 
1697. 
Sederunt. 


Edinburgh,  Sir  Archibald  Mure,  lord  provost,  Patrick  Haliburtoun  D.  G.  ; 
Dundie,  Alexander  Blair ;  Glasgow,  John  Andersone ;  Air,  Robert  Mure ; 
Dumfreise,  John  Eeid  ;  Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Ouninghame  ;  Dumbartoun,  Mr 
James  Smolet ;  Rhenfrew,  Patrick  Koustone  ;  Craill,  William  Craufurd. 


Preses. 

Letter  to 
burghs  and 
formula  for 
relieving  of 
those  bound 
in  tack. 


(1)  Letter. 


20  December  1697. 

1.  Sir  Archibald  Mure,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  The  comitie  haveing  heard  the  draught  of  ane  letter  offered  by  the 
sub -comity  to  be  sent  to  each  royall  burgh  alloweing  them  ane  dew  tyme 
to  report  ther  answer  to  the  comity  appointed  by  the  1 6  act  of  the  last 
generall  conventione,  together  with  the  draught  of  ane  formula  offered  by 
the  said  sub-comitie  for  releiveing  all  those  that  are  bound  in  the  tack  of 
the  customs  and  forraigne  excyse,  to  be  sent  with  the  said  letter  to  each 
burgh,  which  being  publictly  read  and  considered  by  the  comity  they 
approve  of  both  the  said  letter  and  formula  and  ordained  the  samen  to  be 
recorded,  wherof  the  tenor  foUowes : — Right  honourable.  Wee  doubt  not 
but  by  this  tyme  ye  know  that  the  tack  of  the  custoraes  is  fallen  in  the 
hands  of  the  royall  borrows,  only  because  of  some  impediments  that  hap- 
pened the  tack  was  not  subscryved  till  yesternight,  and  notwithstanding  of 
the  various  reports  raised  to  our  prejudices  wee  are  still  firmly  resolved 
according  to  the  act  of  the  conventione  that  the  tack  shaU  be  comunicat 
to  the  royall  borrows  who  will  accept  thereof,  according  to  ther  sewerall 
proportions  of  the  taxt  roll ;  and  to  the  effect  that  all  persones  concerned 
may  have  dew  and  tyraous  advertisement  wee  have  condescended  upon 
the  first  day  of  Februarie  nixt  to  come  as  the  dyet  betuixt  and  which  the 
royall  borrows  may  present  ther  security  to  the  manadgers  heir  for  releiff 
of  those  persons  who  have  bound  themselves  to  the  publict  for  the  tack 
dutie.  The  security  thought  upon  from  each  towne  is  according  to  the 
formula   heirwith   sent  yow,  and  therfor  wee   earnestly  desire  and  expect 
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that  ye  will  be  pleased  to  transmitt  your  security  against  the  dyet  prefixt,  Edinburgh. 
and  you  may  be  assured  tliat  all  endeavours  shall  be  used  to  make  this  fgp?.®'"'"''"''' 
undertakeing  conduce  to  your  burghs  advantage  ;  and  wee  have  sent  ane  Letter  to 
inclosed  extract  of  the  act  of  the  late  generall  conventione  relative  to  the  foTmuLTol- 
tack  of  the  customes  which   ye  may  cause  record  in  your  councill  bookes  '"''lis^ng:  tiiose 

...  ,  ■         nr.         i      ^     „  bound  iiitaok. 

as  ane  security  to  yow  and  your  successores  m  office,  both  for  your  releifr(i)  Letter 
of  the  tack  deuty  and  for  secureing  yow  of  your  proportione  of  any  profeit 
that  may  arise  by  vertew  of  the  said  tack,  which  is  signified  to  yow  by, 
signed,  [etc.]  Sic  subscribitur :  Ard.  Mure. 

Follows  the  formula :  At   .    .    .    the  .   .   .   day  of  .    .    ,     The  whilk  (2)  Formula. 

day,  conveened  within  the  counsell  house  of  .  .  .  (then  to  insert  the  names  of 

the  magistrats  and  councill  conveened,  and  therafter  to  say)  takeing  to 

ther  consideratione  ane  misive  directed  to  them  from  the  comity  of  the 

royall  borrows  appointed   by  the.  last  generall  conventione,  whicla  misive 

is  daited  the  twentie  day  of  December  last  by  past,  and   makes  mention 

that  the  tack  of  his  Majesties  customs  and   forraigne  excyse  being  now 

fallen  in  the  hands  of  the  royall  borrows,  and  that  the  samen  tack  is  signed 

and  subscryvit  by  the  lords  commissionars  of  his  Majesties  theasaurie  and 

exchequer,  and  therfor  desireing  ther  said  burgh  to  accept  of  ther  propor- 

tionall  pairt  of  the  said  tack  according  to  ther  share  of  the  taxt  roll,  and 

to  transmitt   to  the  manadgers  at  Edinburgh  named  by  the  said  comitie 

ane  securitie   from   ther  burgh  for  releiff  of  the  persons,  principalis  and 

cautionars,  who  stand  bound  to  the  lords  of  theasaurie  for  payment  of  the 

tack  deutie,  extending  to  thretie  three  thousand  and  thrie  hundreth  pounds 

yeirly ;   and  the  saids  magistrats  and  town  councill,  for  themselves  and  in 

name  and  behalf  of  the  comunity  of  the  said  burgh,  being  fully  convinced 

and  satisfied  that  it  may  conduce  to  the  benefeit  and  advantage  of  the 

royall  borrowes  that  the  said  tack  is  now  lodged  in  ther  hands,  and  that 

the  lait  generall  conventione  keeped  at  Edinburgh  upon  the  nynteen  day 

of  November   last    by  past    did    upon   good  grounds   and    after   mature 

deliberatione  enact  and  ordain  the  said  tack  to  be  taken  for  the   behooff 

of  the  royall  borrowes,  and  are  satisfied  with  the  dilligence  of  the  comity 

appointed  for  that  effect  and  of  the  commissionars  who  were  appointed  by 

them  to  offer  at  the  roup  of  the  customes,  therfor  the  saides  magistrates 

and  councill,  for  themselves  and  in  name  and  behalf  forsaid,  doe  not  only 

ratifie  and  approve  the  proceedings  of  the  said  generall  conventione,  and  ' 

2  2  k 
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Kdinbuegh.     of  the  comitie  appoynted  by  them  to  sitt  after  dissolutions  thereof  in  order 

20  December  l  l    j  j 

1697.  to  the  setleing  thereof  in  all  points,  and  doe  heirby  accept  the  share 

Litter  to  and  proportione  of  the  said  tack  effeirand  to  ther  share  of  the  taxt  roll,  but 

ta-nmia^for       also  finding  it  just  and  reasonable  that  the  persons  obligants  in  the  said 
relieving  those  ^  ^  T^    releived   of  ther  obleisments  and   engadgements  thairin,  therfor 

bound  mtacli.  •  <v> 

(2)  Formula,     they  bind  and  obleidge  them  and   ther  successores  in  ofiice  to  warrand, 
free,  releive,  harmless  and  skaithless  keep  the  saids  haill  persons,  both 
principalis  and  cautionars  particularly  designed  in  the  forsaid  tack,  of  and 
from  all  payment  of  the  tack  deuty  mentioned  therin,  and  of  the  penal- 
ties obleidged   therfore,  and  of  all  coast,  skaith,  damnadge,  intrest,  and 
expences  which  the  saides  obligants  and  ther  aires  and  representatives 
may  happen  to  sustain   or  incurr  through  ther  engadgement  in  the  said 
tack  in  any  sort,  but  prejudice  allwayes  to  the  saids  magistrats  and  toun 
councill  and  ther  successores  for  themselves  and  in  name  and  behalf  for- 
said of  their  releiff  from  the  remanent  royall  borrowes,  undertakers  in  the 
said  tack,  in  nianer  and  conform  to  the  act  of  the  said  lait  generall  con- 
vention,   obleidgeing   the  royall  borrowes  to    bear    equall   burden  with 
others  therein  effeiring  and  corresponding  to  ther  sewerall  proportiones  in 
the  taxt  roll,  and  that  the  saides  magistrates  and  councill  shall  have  ther 
just  and  equall  share  and  proportione  of  the  profeit  and  benefeit  that  shall 
happen  to  aryse  by  vertew  of  the  said  tack  dureing  the  haill  space  thereof 
after  the  tack  duty  is  payed  and  deductione  made  of  the  necessarie  ex- 
pences of  the  manadgement,  in  maner  and  expresly  conform  as  it  is  sett 
doun  in  the  act  of  the  generall  conventione  relaiting  thereto ;  and  the  saides 
magistrats  and  toun  councill  doe  desire  the  said  comity  and  manadgers  to 
record  ther  said  acceptance  in  ther  bookes.      In  testimonie  whereof  the 
said   magistrats   and  toun  councill  have  subscryved    thir  presents,   day, 
place,  moneth  and  year  forsaid. 
Committee  for         3.   The   comity  Considering  that  it  will  be  necesar  for  the  manadge- 
orcuSoins  to    ment  of  the  tack  of  the  customes  and  forraigne  excyse  that  ther  be  ane 
meet  yearly,     anwall  meeting  of  this  present  comity  dureing  the  existence  of  the  forsaid 
tack,  doe  therfor  appoint  the  second  Tuesday  of  February  j"  vj*^  nynty 
nyne  yeares,  and  therafter  yearly,  to  be  the  dyet  of  ther  meeting,  or  sooner 
if  need  bees,  and  als  oft  as  the  manadgers  shall  think  fittto  acquaint  them 

Instructions  to  tO  meett. 

^ro"™^"^" '^^  4.    The  comitie  haveing  read  and  considered  the   whole   instructiones 
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given  by  them  to  the  manadgers,  together  with  the  list  of  eases  concerted  Edinburgh. 
by  them  upon  the  duty  of  goodes,  doe  therfor  approve  thereof  and  appoints  fo  December 
the  samen  to  be  recorded  in  ther  sederunt  bookes.  


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,   Patrick   Haliburtoun,  dean   of  gild,    Alexander   Thomson,  con-  Edinburgh 
veener;    Perth,    Alexander   Eobertson;    Dundy,   Jaraes    Fletcher;    Aberdeen,  ^  ^'"''''' ^''^^• 
Thomas  Mitchell ;  Stirling,  Harie  Christione  ;  Glasgow,  John  Andersone ;  Air,'  ^®'^'"^"'- 
John  Mure  ;  Hadingtoun,  Alexander  Smith ;  Kirkcaldie,  James  Millar  ;   Mont- 
rose, James   Milln ;    Coupar,  David   Malcom  ;   Anstruther  Easter,  Sir   Kobert 
Enster ;  Dumfreise,  John  Irvine  ;   Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Ciminghame  ;   Diim- 
bartoune,  Mr  James  Smolet ;  Ehenfrew,  Patrick  Houstoune  ;  Dumbar,  Robert 
Faa  ;  Lanerk,  Archibald  Simpsone ;  Peebles,  Archibald   Sheill ;  Oraill,  William 
Craufurd;    Bamff,   Alexander  Lesly ;    Lauder,   John   Edingtoun;   Annan,   Mr 
William  Johnstoun ;  Lochmaben,  William  Menzies  j  Queeusferrie,  Sir  William 
Hamiltoun  ;  (thirty-nine  burghs  absent). 

1  March  1698. 

1.  Sir  Archibald  Mure  of  Thorntoun,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  Mure,  preses. 

F'eses.  n       ■   ■ 

.  Commissions 

2.  Revised  and  approved  of  the  commissions.  approven. 

3.  Oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  assurance  subscribed.  AUeadgianoe 

4.  Appointed  a  committee  "  to  prepare  a  representatione  to  be  given  in  to  the  Comitv  ap- 
lords  of  his  Majestic  his  most  honourable  privie  council!."  pointed. 


5.   The   convention    considering  the  draught  of  ane  representatione  Representa- 

[  ap- 


presented   by  them  to   the    comity  to   be   given   in   to  the  lords  of  his  oounoiif"^'^ 


Majesties  privie  councill  in  name  of  the  royall  borrowes,  which  being  pub-  P"^"^®"- 
lictly  read  in  presence  of  the  conventione  and  approven  they  ordain  the 
samen  to  be  recorded,  wherof  the  tenor  followes  : — To  the  right  honor- 
able my  lord  high  chancellour  and  the  lords  of  his  majesties  privie 
councill,  the  representation  of  the  convention  of  borrowes,  humbly  shew- 
eth. — That  where  they  being  certainly  informed  that  ther  are  ane  treatie 
of  comerce  to  be  held  at  London  for  adjusting  matters  of  trade  betuixt  the 
Inglish  and  French  nationes  who  are  to  have  ther  sewerall  representatives 
at  the  forsaid  treaty,  and  considering  the  great  concern  this  kingdome  may 


260 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Edinbuuoh, 
1  March  1698. 

Kepresenta- 
tion  to  pnvie 
council]  ap- 
prover!. 


Complaint  of 
Kobert  Ken- 
nald,  lait  pro- 
vost of  Mont- 
rose. 


have  in  that  treaty,  and  that  no  commissionars  are  as  yeit  nominat  for  them, 
they  judged  it  ther  humble  deuty,  als  weell  as  ane  nationall  intrest,  to 
represent  to  your  lordship  what  discouradgements  the  trade  and  comerce 
of  this  kingdorae  is  under  through  the  heavie  impositiones  and  burdens 
that  are  upon  the  goodes  they  import  to  France,  as  particularly  all  ther 
Scots  woollens,  butter,  linn  en  cloath,  coalls,  and   all  other  goods  imported 
to  France,  wherof  the  duty  is  soe  great  that  it  is  equall  to  ane  prohibi- 
tione.      As  also  the  fishing  of  this  natione,  which  is  undenyably  the  farr 
greatest  manufactorie  thereof,  cannot  be  vended   in  France,  being  wnder 
ane  absolut  prohibitione,  only  since  the  beginning  of  the  lait  warr,  whereby 
most  considerable  quantities  of  herring  which  wes  sent  thither  this  last 
and  present  season  were  stopt  from  sale  and  the  owners  obleidged  to  dis- 
pose them  otherwayes,  to  ther  great  loss  and  disadvantage,  and  some  who 
could  make  no  use  therof  in  forraigne  marcats  are  obleidged  to  bring  them 
back.      And  in  lyckmaner  ther  is  ane  imposition  of  fyfty  solz  per  timn 
exacted  from  Scots  ships  and  veshella  tradeing  to   France,  besides  manie 
other  inconveniences  the  traders   of  this  kingdome  are  exposed   unto,  by 
all  which  the  trade  of  this  nation  will  be  brought  to  ane  very  low  condi- 
tione  if  remeid  be  not  provided.      And  therfor  the  convention  humbly 
propose  to  your  lordship  that  yow  will  be  pleased  to  address  his  Majestie 
upon  this   exigence  that  such  from  this  kingdome  as  his  Majestie  shall 
be  pleased  to  nominat  may  be  admitted  as  members  of  the  forsaid  treatie 
of  comerce,  to  represent  this  nation  in  these  most  weighty  and  important 
concernes  therof,  and  your  lordship  will  direct  the  royall  borrowes  to  doe 
what  may  be  proper  for  them  upon   this  emergent,  wherewith  they  will 
deutyfullie  comply,  especially  considering  that  this  kingdome  hes  many 
repeited  immunities  from   the   French  granted  to   thena,  which   they  are 
hopefull  may  deserve  consideratione  in  the  treaty  of  comerce  if  allowance 
be  given  to  represent  them  therein. 

6.  Anent  the  petition  given  in  to  the  convention  by  Robert  Rennald, 
lait  provost  of  Montross,  mentioneing  that  where  by  the  [28th]  act  of  the 
generall  convention  in  Jully  last  ther  was  a  comittie  appoyntit  to  visit  the 
caice  and  conditione  of  the  burgh  of  Aberbrothock  and  the  decay  of  their 
peer  and  harbour,  whereof  the  petitioner  was  one,  in  obedience  whereunto 
the  said  comitie  did  appoint  a  day  for  visiteing  of  the  said  burgh,  and 
accordingly  the  petitioner,  conform  to  the  constant  custome  of  his   prede- 
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cessores,  after  receaveing  two  misives  from  the  said  burgh  intreating  the  Edinbithoh. 
petitioner  to  attend  the  said  day,  and  being  acquainted  by  the  provest  of  ^i^^^i'^^^. 
Dundie  who  wes  conveener  of  the  said  comity  of  the  day  prelixt,  did  (as  RobCTrRe."* 
in  dutie  bound)  punctwallie  attend  the  same  with  the  remanent  members  "ost  of^Mout" 
of  the  said  comity  conform  to  the  forsaid  act,  and  accordingly  visited  the  ™se. 
caice  and  condition  of  the  said  burgh  and  took  inspection  of  ther  peer  and 
harbour,  as  the  report  alreadie  extended  and  signed,  ready  to  be  given  in 
to  the  nixt  generall  conventione,  does  testifie  ;  notwithstanding  whereof 
some  of  the  present  magistrats  of  the  said  burgh  of  Montross,  thiukeing 
that  the  petitioner  did  not  pay  them  the  dew  regaird  he  should  by  aquaint- 
ing  them  of  the  appoyntment  of  the  said  comitie,  did,  contrair  to  the  con- 
stant practise  and  constitutione  of  the  said  burgh,  meet  in  ane  taverne  and 
granted  commissione  to  Baillie  Ogilvie,  one  of  there  present  baillies,  to 
repair  to  the  said  burgh  of  Aberbrothock,  and  ther  mett  with  the  remaneut 
members  of  the  comity  and  visit  the  said  burgh  conform  to  the  above  act 
of  borrowes,  who,  after  his  arriveall  ther,  signified  to  the  comity  that  he 
was  sent  according  to  the  above  mentioned  appoyntment  to  represent  the 
said  burgh  of  Montrose  as  one  of  ther  number  at  the  visitatione  of  the 
said  burgh,  and  protested  in  the  hands  of  George  Brookie,  nottar  publict, 
that  be  virtew  of  his  said  commissione  he  was  willing  to  goe  along  with 
the  comity  in  visiting  the  said  burgh  ;  whereunto  it  was  ansuered  be  the 
comity  that  they  are  willinge  to  accept  of  the  said  Bailly  Ogilvie  joyntly 
with  the  petitioner,  aud  not  otherwayes,  and  that  they  and  the  petitioner 
hade  already  obeyed  the  comand  of  the  said  act  off  borrowes,  and  accord- 
ing thereto  hade  visited  the  said  burgh  and  ther  peer  and  harbour  and 
that  the  petitioner  and  they  did  nothing  but  what  hes  been  and  still  is 
the  constant  custome  (upon  such  occationes)  not  only  of  the  toune  of 
Montross  in  particular  but  lyckwayes  of  the  haill  royall  borrowes,  and  that 
they  acted  nothing  but  what  they  shall  be  ansuerable  for  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventione.  Whereupon,  after  the  said  Bailie  Ogilvie  returned 
home  again,  the  saides  magistrats  of  Montross  did,  contrair  to  the  laws  and 
constitutions  of  the  royall  borrowes  and  constant  custome  of  the  said  burgh, 
send  one  of  ther  number  to  Edinburgh  to  consult  the  whole  matter  with 
lawers  who  (upon  misinformatione)  advysed  them  not  only  to  fyne  and 
imprisone  the  petitioner  but  lyckwayes  declair  him  uncapable  to  represent 
the  said  burgh  in  any  publict  capacity  in   all  tyme  comeing.      The  peti- 


262  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 

Edinbuhgh.     tioner   haveing  receaved  information  of  the  saides  magistrats  designed 

-_ '-  procedour  against  him  for  his  giveing  obedience  to  the  act  of  borrowes, 

Robert  Ren-  the  petitioner  repairs  to  Edinburgh  (being  informed  of  this  present  meet- 
Tost  oAiont"  i"g)  to  represent  the  wholl  matter  of  fact  to  the  conventione  as  the  only 
rose.  judges  competent  for  redressing  the  injurie  and  affront  designed  the  peti- 

tioner for  attending  his  duty  conform  to  the  said  act  of  borrows ;  creaveand 
therfor  that  the  conventione  would  be  pleased  to  take  the  wholl  matter  as 
above  represented  to  ther  serious  consideratione  and  after  examineing  the 
samen  to  approve  of  what  the  petitioner  did  in  obedience  of  the  said  act 
of  borrowes,  or  otherwayes  remitt  the  petitioners  singular  caice  to  the  nixt 
generall  conventione  to  be  determined  by  them,  and  in  the  meantyme  to 
dischairge  the  saids  magistrats  from  insisting  any  further  against  the 
petitioner  ay  and  whill  the  finall  determination  of  the  cause,  as  the  said 
petition  bears.  Which  petition  being  heard,  read,  and  considered  by  the 
conventione,  together  with  the  comities  report  thereof,  they  appoynt  the 
magistrats  of  Montross  to  forbear  any  farder  procedour  against  the  peti- 
tioner untill  the  nixt  generall  conventione,  and  that  the  commissioner  for 
the  said  burgh  intimat  the  same  to  the  saids  magistrats,  and  in  the  mean 
tyme  recomends  to  both  pairties  to  aggree  and  adjust  the  difference  betuixt 
and  that  tyme.  Whereupon  the  commissioner  of  Montross  protested 
against  the  said  act  in  regaird  that  this  convention  is  only  called  for 
determineing  a  particular  caice  mentioned  in  the  misive  direct  by  the 
provost  of  Edinburgh  to  the  borrowes  and  lyckwayes  seeing  the  magistrats 
of  Montross  are  not  ceited  or  appointed  to  see  and  ansuer  the  said  peti- 
tion given  in  by  Provost  Rennald  against  them  and  theirupon  took 
instruments. 
tos"o[fprivie-  ^-  Tlie  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  reported  that  the  lords  of  his 
ledges  in  Majesties  privie  councill  hade,  by  ther  act  of  the  dait  the   third  day  of 

March  instant,  appointed  a  comity  of  ther  own  number  for  draweing  and 
formeing  ane  memoriall  to  be  presented  to  his  Majestie  anent  the  privie- 
ledges  of  the  Scots  natione  in  France,  and  which  act  the  conventione 
appoints  ther  clerk  to  record  the  samen  after  subscryveing  of  the  book. 
Buchan  sent  to  8.  The  conventione  nominats  and  appoynts  Mr  John  Buchan,  ther 
agent,  to  repair  to  London  to  wait  on  the  commissioners  to  be  named  by 
his  Majestie  for  the  kingdome  of  Scotland  in  the  treatie  of  comerce 
betuixt  the  subjects  of  the  king  of  Great  Brittaine  and  the  French  king, 
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and  tlier  attend  as  ther  agent  for  negotiating  ther  affaires  at  the  said  Edinburgh. 
treatie  ;   and  allowes  to  hiin  the  sowme  of  twenty  pownd  sterling  for  the       "''"^  ^^  ' 
expences  of  his  up  goeing  and  down  comeing,  as  also  the  sowme  of  twenty  ^ondon.'^"'' '" 
pownd  sterling  monethly  from  the  day  he  goes  of  from  this  place  to  his 
return  home  again,  and  that  by  the  direction  of  the  comity  that  are  to 
sitt  after  disolveing  of  this  conventione. 

9.  Appointed  a  committee  to  attend  to  the  memorial  to  be  presented  by  the  Comity  ap- 
privy  council  to  his  Majesty  anent  the  privileges  of  the  Scots  nation  in  France,  ^°"^'^^^- 
and  to  give  instructions  to  the  agent  from  time  to  time. 

10.  Gave  certain  allowances  to  the  servants  and  others.  Servants. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Aberdeen. 

'  Aberdeen. 

5  July  1698. 

Edinburgh,  Patrick  Haliburtoun,    dean  of  gild,  Alexander  Thomson,   con- 

veener ;    Perth,  James   Crie ;    Diindie,    James   Fletcher  ;    Aberdeen,    Thomas 

Mitchell ;  Stirling,  Henry  Chrystisone  ;  Lithgow,  Walter  Stewart ;  St  Andrews, 

Mr  Thomas  Nairne  ;  Glasgow,  John  Andersone;  Air,  John  Mure;   Hadingtouii, 

Alexander  Edgar  ;   Dysart,  Alexander  Swintoune  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Henrie  Oswald  ; 

Montrose,   Charles    Ogilvie  ;    Coupar,   David  Malcom  ;    Enster  Eister,   Captain 

Philp  Enster ;    Dumfreise,  John  Reid  ;    Invernese,   Alexander   Duff ;    Brunt- 

jsland,  John   Seatone  ;   Kinghorn,   Robert  Bruce  ;  Brechen,  Alexander  Young  ; 

Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Cuninghame;  Jedburgh,  Walter  Scot ;  Pittenweem,  George 

Smith  ;    Dumfermling,  John  Chalmers  ;    Enster  Westei-,    Sir    Robert  Enster  ; 

Selkirk,   Robert  Scot  ;     Dumbartoun,   Mr  James  Sraolet  ;     Rhenfrew,   Patrick 

Houstoune  ;   Dumbar,   Robert  Kellie  ;   Lanerk,  Archibald  Simpsone  ;  Aberbro- 

thock,  William  Autherlonie;   Elgine,  James  Stewart;   Peebles,  Archibald  Sheill; 

Craill,  William  Craufurd  ;    Tayne,   William   Ross  ;     Baniff,   Alexander   Leslie  ; 

Nairne,  Hugh  Rose;  Forras,  John  Brodie;  Northberwick,  James  Millar ;  CuUen, 

John  Ogilvie;  Lauder,  John  Edingtoiine  ;   Kilrennie,  Thomas  Beathone;  Annan, 

Mr  William  Johnstoune  ;  Lochmaben,  William  Menzies ;  Sanquhar,  John  Irvine ; 

Dingwall,  John  Tuach  ;  Fortrose,  Thomas  Forbes  ;  Kintoir,  Mr.  Robert  Pater- 

sone  ;     Innerurie,    John  Fergusone  ;     Inverbervie,   Andrew  Beatie  ;     Stanraer, 

Thomas  Macjarrow ;  (fourteen  burghs  absent). 

5  July  1698. 

1.  Alexander  Walker,  provost  of  Aberdeen,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions.  Revising  com- 

*  ^  missions. 
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Aberdeen.  3,   Approved  of  the  commissions. 

"-^      -  '-  .  4.   Oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  assurance  subscribed. 

Commissions 
approved. 
Alleadgianee 
and  assurance.  6   July    1G9S. 

Generall  5.   Appointed  a  general  coraniittee  "to  take  wnder  conaideratione  the  heads 

comity.  of  the  missive,  and  the  particular  reports  anent  the  visitatioue  of  the  burghs  re- 

ferred to  them,  with  such  other  bills  and  overturs  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
remitted  to  them." 
Buchan,  dis-  6.   Appointed  John  Buchan  to  produce  to  a  committee,  between  this  and  the 

charges  for  his  fi,.s(;  Tuesday  of  August,  discharges  by  the  general  receivers  for  his  tack  duty. 
tacli  duty.  ./  =>  o         ./  . 

Reports  by  the  7.  The  conventione  haveing  considered  the  seaventh  article  of  the 
Juiy°i692.  misive  whether  or  not  it  be  the  intrest  of  the  royall  borrowes  that  a  trevv 
stated  accompt  of  ther  wholl  comon  good  be  recorded  in  the  borrow 
register  by  ther  clerk,  to  the  end  that  no  dilapidationes  may  be  made  of 
any  pairt  therof  in  prejudice  of  the  borrowes,  doe  therfor  in  place  thereof 
appoynt  ther  clerks  to  record  the  wholl  reports  of  the  particular  burghs  of 
the  kingdome  made  by  the  visitors  appointed  for  that  effect  in  Jully  j™ 
vj°  and  nynty  tuo  yeares  ;  and  which  reports  being  by  the  generall  con- 
ventione holden  at  Dundie  appoynted  to  be  sealled  up  for  the  use  of  the 
borrowes  they  appoynt  the  comity  that  are  to  sitt  at  Edinburgh  in  tyme 
of  parliament  to  call  for  the  saides  reports  and  therafter  delyver  the 
samen  to  the  clerk  that  they  may  be  recorded  in  a  particular  register  for 
that  effect.* 

Head.s  of  mis-  ^-   Continued,  and  appointed  to  be  heads  of  next  general  missive,  articles  as 

sive  continued,  to  qualifications  of  commissioners,  stopping  gifts  or  monopolies,  diiference  between 

Peebles  and  the  Earl  of  Traquair,  old  broad  cards,  and  easing  certain  burghs  in 

the  tax  roll. 
Dumfreise.  ^-  Appointed    a    committee  to  meet  and   "  use  ther  outmost  endeavour  to 

adjust  the  difl%rence  betuixt  the  towne  of  Dumfreise  and  Marthias  Pai'tes,  and  to 

report  ther  dilligence  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione." 

8  July  1698. 

Act  in  favours  10-   Having  heard  the  repoi't  of  those  who  visited  Bruntisland,  the  conven- 

of Bruntisland.  tiou  ap])ointed  that  burgh  ''to  make  up  and  repair  ther  sewerall  peirs  and   har- 

*  The  reports  will  he  found  in  the  Appendix. 
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bours  in  sufficient  work  betuixt  the  dait   heirof  and   the  first  day  of  Jiil]y  j"  Aberdeen. 
vij°  yeares,  as  also  to  repair  ther  tolbooth  or  prison  house  betuixt  and  the  first  ^  '^"'^  ^^^^- 
day  of  Jully  j"  vij°  and  two  yeares,"  and  upon  this  work  being  performed  at  the  ^'=*  ^°  favours 
sight  of  certain  burghs,  the  agent  was  ordained  to  discharge  Bruntisland  of  their  °* ^''"°*'=^^"<i 
whole  missive  dues  preceding  July  1698,  extending  to  £1160  Scots. 

11-15.   The  convention  having  heard  the  reports  of  those  appointed  to  visit  Allowances  to 
the  burghs  aftermentioned,  ordained  the  agent  to  make  payment   (11)  to  the  g"¥^°g"' , 
burgh  of  Kinghorn  of  400  marks  "  to  be  imployed  by  them  for  the  building  of  Bamfif,  St  An- 
ther new  peir  and  repairing  of  the  way  leading  up  the  Pettiecurr  ;"   (12)  to  the  l*^"?!"!^ 
burgh  of  Enster  Easter  of  500  merks  "  for  the  present  repairatione  of  ther  peir, 
town  house,  shambles  and  harbour;"  (13)  to  the  burgh  of  BamfF  of  600  marks 
"  towards  the  building  of  ane  new  pier  at  the  towne  of  Down  which  tliey  ai-e  to 
purchass  and  that  whenever  the  fundatione  of  the  said  peir  is  laid  ;"  (14)  to  the 
burgh  of  St  Andrews  400  marks  "  for  the  present  repairation  of  ther  peir  and 
harbour  ; "  and  (15)  to  the  burgh  of  Aberbrothock  of  300  marks  "  towards  the 
present  repairation  of  ther  peir  and  harbour." 

1 6.   On  petition  of  the  burgh  of  Brechin,  the  convention  appointed  a  com-  Brechin, 
mittee  "  to  attend  the  Earle  of  Panmure  for  adjusting  the  differences  betuixt  his 
lordship  and  the  said  burgh."     They  also  allowed  the  burgh  300  marks  for  com- 
pleting their  tolbooth  and  schoolhouse. 

17-21.  The  convention  having  heard  the  reports  of  those  appointed   to  visit  Allowances  to 
the  burghs  aftermentioned,  ordained  the  agent  to  make  payment   (17)   to  the  Nairne,' For- 
burgh  of  Peebles  of  400  marks  "  towards  the  repairatione  of  ther  bridges,  tol-  trose,  Forras 
booth  and  schoolhouse  ;"   (18)  to  the  burgh  of  Nairne  of  400  marks  "towards  the 
repairatione  of  ther  tolbooth   and   bridge  ;"    (19)   to  the  burgh  of  Fortrose  of 
200  marks  "for  the    present  repairatione  of  ther  tolbooth  and  schoolhouse;" 
(20)   to   the   burgh    of  Forras  of  260   marks  "for  the  present  repairatione   of 
ther  tolbooth  ;"  and  (21)  to  the  burgh  of  Innerurie  of  200  marks  for  the  build- 
ing of  a  bulwark  "  for  defending  ther  church  and  churchyeard  from  the  river  of 
Don." 

22.  The   convention,  in  terms  of  an  article  in  the  missive,  appointed  the  Lanark,  500 
agent  to  pay  to  the  burgh  of  Lanark  600  marks  "  towards  the  building  of  ther  ™^''  ^' 
bridge." 

23.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  and  report  on  the  condition  of  the  burgh  Jedburgh. 
of  Jedburgh. 

24.  The  convention  haveing  heard  the  petition  given  be  the  good  ^™^^'^'°°^°^ 
towne  of  Edinburgh,  representing  that  the  present  conditione  of  the  said 
burgh  is  such  as  without  the  convention  shall  be  pleased  to  take  them 
under  consideratione  and  provide  some  meanes  for  ther  subsistance  they 
will  be  in  danger  of  utter  ruine,  and  being  the  metropolitan  of  the  nation, 
2  2  L 
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Abekdeen.       •v\rho  baue  allwayes  been  readie  and  still  resolved  to  support  ther  neigh- 
^'^"'^^  boureing  borrowes,  it  is  therfor  humbly  expected  from  tlie  justice  and 

Edhibu?gh?  favour  of  this  convention  that  they  would  fall  vpon  such  methods  as  may 
tend  to  ther  preservatione,  praying  therfor  that  the  convention  would 
take  the  premissis  to  ther  serious  consideration  and  doe  therin  as  they 
should  think  just,  as  the  petition  bears  ;  which  being  considered  by  the 
convention  they  appoynt  the  sarnen  to  be  a  head  of  the  nixt  generall 
misive. 

Committees  25-34.  'Having  considered  petitions  from  the  burghs  aftermentioned,  the  con- 

tTJghs '"^'^''™  vention  appointed  committees  to  visit  and  report  the  condition  of  (25)  the  burgh 
of  North  Berwick  "  and  what  length  the  repairatione  of  ther  peir  is  come  to  ;  " 
(26)  the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  and  of  their  peir,  harbour  and  tolbooth  ;  (27)  the 
burgh  of  Elgine,  "  and  of  the  place  latly  purchased  by  them  for  building  of  ane 
peir  and  harbour  at  the  mouth  of  the  water  of  Lossie,  and  what  expences  is 
iitt  to  be  bestowed  for  so  necessarie  a  work  ;  and  gi-ants  warrand  to  them  to 
dispose  of  ther  grase  lands  of  Mosstows  and  Cattills  either  in  few  or  long  tacks," 
to  be  presented  to  the  convention  for  ratification  ;  (28)  the  burgh  of  Tayne  and 
"  ther  kirk,  stiple  and  tolbooth,"  and  the  agent  to  assist  the  burgh  in  the  process 
pursued  by  the  Viscount  of  Tarbat  against  them  ;  (29)  the  burgh  of  Cullen,  and 
of  their  peir,  harbour,  tolbooth,  schoolhouse  and  want  of  a  bridge;  (30)  the  burgh 
of  Selkirk,  "  and  of  ther  tolbooth  and  the  place  where  the  water  runes  by  the 
said  towns  that  damnifies  ther  comon  mills;"  (31)  the  burghe  of  Dingwall,  "and 
what  comon  good  they  have  and  of  the  ruinous  conditione  of  ther  tolbooth 
and  school;"  (32)  the  burgh  of  Kintoir  ;  (33)  the  burgh  of  Inverbervie  and 
their  tolbooth  ;  and  (34)  the  burgh  of  Lithgow  and  of  their  common  good  and 
trade. 

Greivances.  o4a.  The  conventione  haveing  Considered  the  sewerall  greivances  given 

to  them  by  some  of  ther  members  in  relation  to  trade  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  they  remitt  the  consideratione  thereof  to  the  conventione  that  is 
to  sitt  at  Edinburgh  in  tyme  of  parliament,  and  recomends  to  them  to 
use  ther  outmost  endeavour  to  get  the  saides  greivances  redressed  in  the 
enshewing  session  of  parliament  ;  as  also  remitts  to  the  said  conventione 
the  breaches  that  are  made  by  the  magistrates  of  Campheir  of  the  staple 
contract,  with  Mr  Gordons  letter  anent  the  saides  magistrates  ther  car- 
riadge  towards  the  staple  factors  and  other  persones  of  the  Scots  natione 

Commissioners  haveing  depcndance  on  the  said  staple  at  Campheir. 

bur'^rsTn'v£i-  ^^'   '^^^  convention 0,  for  explaineing  of  ther  acts  wherein  the  parti- 

tations. 
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Cular  burghs  are   appointed  to  make  visitationes  or  reports  to  the   nixt  Abeedekn. 
generall  conventione,  doe  heirby  declair  that  the  particular  burghs  gg  "^ '^"^^  i^^^- 


named  is  and  shall  be  heirafter  wnderstood  to  be  the  commissioner  Mpre"enthiir' 
representing  and  who  hes  subscrivit  the  book  till  the  nixt  generall  con-  t^tions '°  "''' 
ventione,  declaireing  heirby  that  the  said  commissioner  upon  any  emer- 
gencie  that  may  fall  out  soe  that  he  can  not  attend  to  make  visitationes 
or  reports,  then  and  in  that  caice  the  burgh  whom  he  represents  may 
appoint  and  choise  any  other  person  of  ther  councill  whom  thny  shall 
think  fitt  to  supply  his  place. 

9  July  1698. 

36.  Eatified  and  confirmed,  in  favor  of  James  Mores,  a  charter  granted  by  Ratification  of 
the  town  council  of  Dundee  of  a  portion  of  the  barony  of  Hiltowne  of  Dundee  DimdT.   ^ 
and  also  parts  of  the  lands  of  Olepantowne  within  the  same  barony,  with  a  croft 
and  ten  acres  of  land  called  Craufurds  land. 

36a.  Anent  the  petition  given  in  be  the  principall  and  masters  of  the  -A^o*  ™  favours 
Marishal   CoUedge,  mentioneing  that  where  the  toune  and   countrey  are  shaiis  Col- 
happy  in  enjoying  the  presence  of  soe  many  wise  and  eminent  persones,  '^  ^^' 
pitched  upon  for  ther  merit  to  setle  the  best  measoures  for  advanceing 
the  honour  and  intrest  of  the  royall  borrowes  of  this  kingdome,  to  whose 
conduct  and  activity  the  flourishing  of  this  natione,  the  advancement  of 
arts  and  sciences,  and  the  threiveing  of  scholls  and  colledges  is,  next  to 
God  and  ther  great  king,  chiefly  to  be  ascribed,  wee  take  the  confidence 
humbly  to  represent  that  the  edifice  of  ther  colledge  haveing  from  its  first 
founding  after  the  reformatione  continowed  mean  and  innapplacable  to 
lodge  ther  students  or  allow  conveniencie  for  ther  publict  commencements, 
the  petitioners,  pressed  with  the  dayly  disadvantages  of  so  small  a  build- 
ing, were  forced  to  sett  about  ane  addition  which,  by  the  favour  of  heaven 
and  charitable  contributione  of  pious  persones,  without  any  other  stock, 
the  petitioners  have  considerably  advanced,  but  ther  fonds  being  now  neir 
exhausted  they  humbly  intreat  that  the  honourabill  conventione,  in  whois 
hands  the  manadgement  of  the  great  stock  of  the  nation  is  lodged,  would 
be   pleased    to  commiserat  the  state   of  ther  fabrick,  which  for  want  of 
monie  is  lyck  to  be  ruined  befor  it  can  be  perfected,  and  to  appoynt  some 
seasonable  and  charitable  supply  for  compleiting  so  necesar  and  usefull  a 
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9^Ju7i698  '^°^^'  *^^*  ^^  ^^^  greatest  and  best  designs  of  the  nation  receave  lyfe  and 
Act  in  faT  ur  encouragement  from  the  royall  borrowes  soe  the  towne  and  coUedge  may 
of  the  Mari-  owe  the  perfecting  and  finishing  the  work  to  their  charity ;  and  as  the 
ledge.  "  bounty  of  the  royall  borrowes  shall  be  most  thankfully  receaved  and 
honestly  imployed  and  the  memorie  of  it  made  as  lasting  as  the  society 
upon  which  it  is  preferred,  soe  the  petitioners  shall  insert  the  names  of 
everie  individuall  commissioner  in  ther  publict  registers  among  the  bene- 
factors and  erect  a  monument  of  ther  gratitude  by  which  they  may  testifie 
to  posterity  how  much  they  stand  indebted  to  the  charity  of  the  royall 
borrowes,  and  the  continwance  of  peace,  the  flourishing  of  trade,  the  pros- 
perity of  the  royall  borrowes  shall  be  the  petitioners  continowed  prayer ; 
as  the  petition  beares.  Which  petition  being  read,  heard,  and  considered 
by  the  conventione,  they,  for  encouradgement  of  soe  useful!  and  necessarie 
a  work,  appoints  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  principal  1  and  masters  of  the  said 
college  the  sowme  of  aue  hundreth  pounds  sterling  to  be  apply ed  in  the 
termes  of  the  petitione  and  upon  performance  of  the  conditions  thereof, 
wheranent  thir  presents  with  ther  recept  upon  the  back  thereof,  shall  be 
a  warrand  for  alloweing  the  said  sowme  in  the  agents  accompt. 

Ratifying  pro-         37^  ijjjg  convention  ratified,  approved,  and  confirmed  all  the  acts  made  by  the 

tack  of  cus-       convention  in  November  last  in  relation  to  the  tack  of  the  foreign  customs  and 

tonis.  excise  and  of  the  whole  proceedings  of  the  committee  in  relation  thereto.     Several 

burghs  having  not  as  yet  accepted  their  proportions  of  the   tack,  the  convention 

declared  "  that  the  proportiones  of  the  recusant  burghs  is  fallen  and  accresed  to 

the  borrows  acceptand." 

Agents  ac-  38.  Approved  of  the  agents  accounts  of  disbursements  from  July  1697  to 

compts.  jj^ijy  jggg  extending  to  £9,910,  14s.  6d.  Scots  and  ordained  the  burghs  to  pay 

their  proportions.      The  account  contains  the  following  items  : — 

£         s.      D. 
Item,  to  Comisar  Smolet  for  his  extraordinary  pains  at  the  con- 
vention in  November  and  at  many  other  occasiones  in  draw- 
ing of  letteres  to  the  King,  secretaries  and  conservator 
Item,  to  the  compter,  for  his  expenses  at  London 
Item,  for  two  moneths  from  the  tyme  he  went  of  for  London 
Item,  spent  in  the  afiair  befor  the  privie  counsell  at  severall  meet- 
ings and   dinners  for  many  dayes,  to  the  clerks  of  counsell 
and   ther   servants,  coach   hyre,  chancellar,   secretaries   and 
other  noblemen  their  .servants,  for  printing  of  papers  and 
consulting  of  lawiers  .....        480     0     0 
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Item,  spent  with  Secretai-ie  Ogilvie,  in  the  Ship  taverne,  anent 

the  comerce  with  France   ..... 

Item,  to   David  Callander  for  the  articles  of  the  roup  of  the  cus- 
toms        .  ..... 

Item,  for  a  dinner,  at  signing  the  book  in  November 

Item,  for  wrytting  ane  addres  to  the  King 

Item,  spent  with  the  comity  anent  the  post  office 

Item,  to  the  postmasters  man  by  order  of  the  comity 

Item,  spent  severall  tymes  at  Mitchells  and  at  subscryveing  the 

book  in  March  last  ..... 

Item,  to  Andrew  Eoss  for  doubles  of  the  haill  acts  of  borrow  for 

.two  years  by  past  to  be  sent  to  the  conservator 
Item,  spent  with  the  comity  anent  the  treaty  of  comerce 
Item,  spent  with  some  of  the  lords  of  session  anent  the  decreit 

against   Paisly   and    Newark   and    process   anent    Authter- 

muchtie    ....... 

Item,  for  wryting  representations  to  the  privie  councill  anent  the 

treaty  of  comerce  ...... 

Item,  spent  with  Sir  Thomas  Moncreiff  anent  the  brandie 

Item,  conform  to  particular  accompt  since  my  going  to  London   . 

The  commissioner  for  Glasgow  "  protested  against  the  allowing  of  sexty  pound 

sterling  for  Mr  John  Buchan's  expenses  who  was  commissionat  to  goe  to  London 

to  assist  at  the  treatie  of  comerce  but  was  not  to  goe  nntill  the  comitty  ordered 

him,  and  soe  it  is  he  went  without  ther  warrand  befor  the  treaty  began  and  is 

returned  again  befor  any  appearance  of  a  treaty  comenceing." 

39.  Anent  the  petition  given  in  to  the  convention  by  William  Gordon,  •'^''* '"  favours 

„  1     .  .  .  .         ,  .   .  1       °f  William 

factor  m  Campheir,  mentionemg  that  m  the  petition  presented  to  the  Gordon,  factor 
convention  at  Perth,  praying  oonsideratione  might  be  hade,  previous  to  the  ^  ^"'^  ^"^' 
setlement  of  the  staple,  of  the  petitioners  great  chairges  he  hade  been  put 
to  in  defending  himself  against  the  towne  of  Campheirs  breach  of  contract 
and  violating  the  nations  jurisdiction,  the  convention  then  were  pleased 
to  appoint  and  ordain  reparation  to  be  made  him  conform  to  the  contents 
of  the  said  petition  and  signatour  theron  in  the  clerks  hands  which  is 
creaved  may  be  again  called  for  and  considered  ;  lyckeas  upon  ane  other 
petition  presented  to  the  conventione  mett  at  Edinburgh  in  November 
last,  much  the  same  with -that  above  mentioned,  the  petitionar  obtained 
the  favour  of  a  letter  from  the  convention  to  the  magistrats  of  Campheir 
requireing  them  to  consider  and  repay  his  great  expences  and  damnadges 
occasioned  by  thair  meanes,  quherunto  the  said  magistrats  have  hade  no 
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Abkedeen       regaird,  neither  tave  refounded  one  farthing,  the  petitioner  creaved  leave 
to  represent  that  the  staple  contract  is  again  renewed  and  yeit  no  redres 


Act  in  favours 


ofwiiiuam  made  of  his  great  loss  and  chairges,  wherefor  is  obleidged  once  more  to 
at°Campheir?'  Complain  of  the  severe  measour  he  hath  mett  with  by  being  exposed  to 
the  malice  and  oppressione  of  the  town  of  Campheir  through  the  peti- 
tioners endeavoureing  to  vindicat  the  nations  honour,  maintain  the  privie- 
ledge  and  jurisdiction  of  the  royall  borrowes  and  get  justice  done  him  in 
his  own  particular ;  as  also  to  represent  to  the  convention  that,  conform 
to  the  constitution  of  a  staple  factors  admissione,  the  petitioner  (who  hade 
served  his  countrey  in  that  station  these  sewerall  yeares)  did  find  suffi- 
cient caution  for  makeing  good  the  product  and  price  of  all  goodes  con- 
signed to  him  tho  the  buyers  should  prove  insolvent,  and  that  accordingly 
the  petitioner  hath  de  facto  counted  with  his  imployers  for  debts  which 
he  never  receaved,  to  the  value  of  one  thousand  pound  sterling,  as  can  be 
made  appear  by  his  bookes  and  other  good  evidences,  and  being  now 
obleidged  to  abandon  his  imployment  as  factor  after  sustaineing  soe  great 
losses  in  the  service  of  his  countrey,  creaveand  thairfor  that  the  conven- 
tione  would  soe  far  countenance  the  petitioner  as  to  appoint  his  reimburse- 
ment out  of  some  effectwall  fond,  seeing  in  all  equity  and  justice  everie 
societie  should  protect  its  members  and  dependants,  and  the  petitioners 
expences  creaved  are  plainly  bestowed  and  laid  out  for  behooff  of  the 
royall  borrowes  and  maintaineing  ther  honour  and  privieledges,  and  its 
humbly  conceaved  that  if  the  petitioner  hade  been  so  mean  as  to  neglect 
his  duty  and  suffer  his  nation  to  be  affronted  and  balled  by  succumbeing, 
the  convention  would  have  wndertaken  the  matter  and  followed  it  out 
prima  instantia  upon  ther  own  chairges,  and  it  were  verie  hard  that  the 
petitioners  makeing  himself  the  first  advancer  should  sustain  and  lye  under 
the  loss  of  what  he  hath  soe  necessarly  laid  out,  and  if  ther  remain  any 
scruple  or  difficulty  with  the  conventione  its  humbly  creaved  that  they 
would  be  pleased  either  to  call  the  petitioner  and  hear  him  on  the 
premissis  in  ther  own  presence  or  appoint  some  of  ther  number  to  hear 
and  examine  the  said  matter  and  either  to  determine  or  to  report  as  they 
shall  sie  cause,  as  the  petition  bears.  Which  being  considered  by  the 
conventione  they  declair  that  since  the  lord  conservator  hath  setled  the 
staple  port  without  reparatione  of  William  Gordons  damnadges  and 
expences,  which  by  act  of  borrowes  and  the  sewerall  letters  wryttin  be  the 
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comity  to  the   conservator  he  wes  expresly  forbidden  to  setle  the  staple  Aberdeen. 

at  Campheir  till  repairatione  hade  been  done  to  the  said  William  Gordon, ^i''^^-  _ 

doe  therfor  appoynt  the  conservator  to  use  his  outmost  endeavours  with  o/wmiam""''^ 
the  towne  of  Campheir  to  procure  repairatione  to  the  said  William  Gor-  ^^^ca™  h'ei'"^ 
don  of  his  damnages  and  expences,  and  that  betuixt  the  date  heirof  and 
the  nixt  generall  convention  in  Jully  j™  vj*^  nyntie  nyne  ;  and  untill 
repairatione  be  made  to  the  said  William  Gordon  the  conventione  are 
resolved  that  they  will  not  take  wnder  ther  consideratione  the  conservators 
charges  or  any  other  demands  till  the  nixt  generall  conventione. 

40.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  Madam  Kennedie,  relict  of  the  lait  con-  Allowances, 
servator,  £60  Scots;  to  Andrew  Moncar,  ten  rex  dollars ;  and  to  Elspetli  Millar 

ten  rex  dollars. 

41.  The  convention  having  considered  a  petition  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Burgh  of 
bnrgh  of  barony  of  Stonhyve,  "  creaving  ther  assistance  towards  the  repairatione  gj™°^    g 
of  ther  bulwark,  being  soe  necessarie  and  usefull  a  work  for  the  trade  of  this 
kingdome,"  appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  and  report  to  tlie  conven- 
tion who  are  to  sit  the  time  of  the  parliament,  with  power  to  pay  to  the  burgh 

any  sum  not  exceeding  300  marks. 

42.  The  convention  appointed  the  clerk  to  record  in  their  books  a  contract  Contract  be- 
between  the  town  of  Forras  and  the  ShereiF  of  Murray  with  their  ratification  ancTtheThereff 
thereof.  of  Murray. 

43.  Anent  the  petition  gevin  in  by  the  provost,  baillies,  and  councill  ^^^j;'^,?f", 
of  the  burgh  of  Aberdeen,  mentioneing  that  where  by  the  northest  stormes  reparation  of 
from  the  sea  beating  in  the  harbour  of  the  said  burgh  and  by  the  water  ^'''P^'''- 
of  Dee,  its  frequent  diverteing  of  its  course,  ther  are  such  banks  of  sands 
cast  up  in  the  mouth  and  entrie  of  the  said  harbour  that  no  ships  of  any 
ordinar  burden  are  able  to  goe  out  or  come  in  therat,  and  stranger  ships 
comeing  to  the  said  harbour  are  oft  in  hazard  of  being  lost  therby,  so  that 
the  petitioners  are  obleidged  to  take  down  ther  peir  and  carie  out  and 
rebuild  the  same  in  a  straight  lyne  towards  the  east  a  great  way  farder 
then  it  presently  stands,  which  will  be  a  work  of  great  trouble  and 
expences  and  cannot  be  perfected  wnder  twentie  thousand  pound,  and  it 
being  weell  knowen  that  by  reason  of  the  great  debt  the  said  burgh  lyes 
under  and  many  losses  they  have  formerly  and  of  lait  sustained  they  are 
not  able  to  accomplish  the  same  without  supply  and  help  from  others, 
creaveand  therfor  that  the  convention  would  be  pleased  to  grant  some 
suitable   supply  for  carieing  on  the  forsaid  necessar  and  usefull  work,  as 
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Aberdeen. 
9  July  1698. 

Aberdeen 
2,000  lib.  for 
reparation  of 
their  peir. 


Severall 
memorialls  re- 
mitted to  next 
convention. 


Enster  Wester, 


Publict  ser- 
vants of  Aber- 
deen. 

Meetings  of 
convention. 


the  petitioners  have  been  formerly  verie  ready  on  such  occasiones  to 
assist  ther  neighbours,  albeit  the  said  burgh  have  not  heirtofor  receaved 
any  assistance  from  others  for  helping  to  carie  on  ther  publict  works ;  as 
the  said  petitione  bears.  Which  petitione  being  considered  be  the  con- 
vention they  appoint  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  said  burgh  of  Aberdeen  the 
sowme  of  two  thousand  pounds  Scots  monie  to  be  imployed  by  them 
towards  the  building  of  their  peir,  and  that  how  soon  the  foundatione 
therof  shall  be  ledd,  and  that  at  the  sight  and  be  the  advyce  of  the 
burghs  of  Montrose,  Bamff,  Kintoir,  and  Bervie,  or  any  two  of  them,  and 
they  to  report  to  the  nixt  generall  convention  e. 

43a.  The  conveutione,  considering  that  ther  tyme  will  not  allow  them 
to  take  under  ther  consideratione  the  sewerall  memorialls  that  are  necesar 
for  the  good  of  the  royall  borrows  to  be  presented  in  parliament,  doe 
therfor  recomend  and  remitt  to  the  conventione  that  are  to  sitt  in  tyme  of 
parliament  to  take  under  serious  consideratione  and  use  ther  outmost 
endeavours  for  dischargeing  the  exporting  of  woul  out  of  this  kingdome, 
John  Adair  and  Mr  Fletchers  dewes  upon  ships,  the  imposition  upon  lin- 
ning  cloath,  and  that  the  act  of  borrowes  anent  the  lights  of  May  be  taken 
under  consideratione,  and  inquir  how  the  tacksmen  exact  more  from 
shipes  then  conform  to  that  act,  as  also  the  affaires  of  the  burghs  of 
barronies  and  regalities,  their  effectwall  payeing  of  thair  proportion  of  the 
taxt  roll,  as  also  the  act  of  his  Majesties  privie  councill  anent  correctione 
houses,  that  the  burghs  may  be  freed  therof,  and  of  the  certificatione 
therin  contained,  and  sicklyck  that  the  excyse  be  ledd  on  the  malt  and 
not  on  the  aile,  and  that  the  weight  of  Orknay  butter  be  according  to  the 
former  weight ;  and  whatever  els  the  royall  borrowes  shall  think  fitt  and 
convenient  for  the  encouragement  of  trade  and  comon  intrest  of  the  bor- 
rowes is  heirby  remitted  to  that  conventione. 

44.  Appointed  a  committee  to  meet  with  the  commissioners  of  supply  of  the 
shire  of  Fyfe  as  to  the  difference  between  them  and  the  burgh  of  Enster  Wester 
anent  the  militia,  and  to  visit  their  pier  and  public  works  and  report  to  next 
general  convention. 

45.  Allowed  £20  sterling  to  be  divided  amongst  the  public  servants  of  Dun- 
dee in  consideration  of  their  "  kynd  and  readie  service." 

46.  The  conventione  appoints  to  be  a  head  of  the  misive  whether  or 
not  it  be  the  intrest  of  the  royall  borrowes  that  ane  act  be  made  whereby 


Co)ivention  of  Roijal  Burghs.  278 

the  conventione  shall  only  stay  two  or  thrie  yeares  in  one  place  or  that  Aberdeen. 
it  shall  be  continowed  as  it  allwayes  hes  been  done  formerly  to  vote  the  ^  "^"'^  ^^"^- 
samen  yeii'ly. 

47.  The  convention  haveing  considered  the  22  article  of  the  misive  Compendof 
anent  ther  clerks  compendizeing  the  acts  of  the  generall  or  particular  '"'^^' 
conventions  to  Jully  j""  vj°  and  nynty  eight,  and  how  far  he  hes  made  ane 
abbreviat  of  the  said  compend,  did  in  presence  of  the  convention  produce 
the  compend  fully  extended  to  November  nynty  seaven  and  ane  abreviat  of 
the  said  compend,  not  fully  ended ;  which  being  considered  be  the  conven- 
tione they  appoint  the  agent  to  pay  ther  clerk  the  sowme  of  ane  thousand 
marks  Scots  for  his  services  and  appoints  him  to  finish  the  said  compend 
till  Jully  nynty  nyne  that  all  persones  that  desires  ane  coppie  therof  may 
be  served,  and  appoynts  twenty  dollors  to  be  payed  for  writeing  the  compend 
and  abbreviat. 

48.  Allowed  fees  and  gratuities  to  the  agent,  officers  and  others.  pees  and  gra- 

49.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  next  generall  coavention  to  tuitiea. 

be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1699.  2iZuot' 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  edinbuhgh. 

7  February 
Edinburgh,   Patrick   Haliburtoun,   dean   of  gild,  and  Alexander   Thomson,  1699. 

conveener;    Perth,  Patrick  Dauidsone;    Dundie,    Alexander  Blair;    Aberdeen,  Sederunt. 

Alexander  Orem ;    Stirling,  John  Sfcevinsone ;    Lithgow,  Adam  Bucknay ;    St 

Andrews,  John  Mores ;  Glasgow,  John  Anderson ;  Aire,  John  Mure ;  Hading- 

toun,    Alexander    Edgar ;    Dyssart,    Alexander   Swjntoun ;    Kirkcaldie,   Henry 

Millar ;    Montrose,  James  Milne ;    Coupar,   Thomas  Bethoun ;    Enster  Easter, 

Philip  Enster ;  Dumfreise,  John  Reid  ;  In vernese,  Alexander  Duff ;  Bruntisland, 

Alexander   Gedd ;    Inverkeithing,   Robert   Baird ;    Kinghorn,    Bobert    Bruce  ; 

Brichen,   Alexander   Young ;    Jedburgh,   Walter   Scot ;    Kirkcudbright,   James 

Gordon  ;  Wigetoune,  Simon  GuUine  ;  Pittenweem,  George  Smith  ;  Dumfermling, 

Sir  Patrick  Murray ;    Enster  Wester,  Sir  Robert  Enster  ;    Selkirk,  Mr  John 

Murray  ;    Dumbartoune,  Mr  James  Smolet ;    Dumbar,  Robert  Faa  ;    Lanerk, 

Archibald  Simpsone ;  Aberbrothock,  Patrick  Steivine ;    Elgine,  Robert  Innes ; 

Peebles,  John  Tweedie ;    Craill,   William  Craufurd ;    Bamff,   Patrick   Ogilvie ; 

Whythorn,  David  Stewart;  Forfar,  Charles  Dicksone ;  Rothesay,  Dugall  Stewart; 

Nairn,  John  Rose ;   Forras,  John  Dumbar  ;   Northberwick,  Sir  Robert  Stewart ; 

Cullen,    Sir   John    Hamiltoun  ;    Lauder,    John    Edingtoune ;    Kilreunie,    John 

Bethune  ;    Annan,  Mr  William  Johnstoune  ;    Lochmaben,  William  Menzies  ; 

2  2  M 
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Bdinbueqh.      Sanquhair,   Kobert  Huntar ;    Galloway,    Eobert  Davidsone ;    Dingwall,    Jolin 
1699!'"''^       Bayne  ;  Qiieensferrie,  Sir  Willam  Hamiltoun  ;  Fortrose,  Daniel  Simpsone  ;  In- 

verara,   Hugh   Broune  ;    Week,    James    Sinclair ;    Inverbervie,  James    Byres. 

(Nine  burghs  absent.) 

7  February  1699. 

PrGS6S  

Revising  com-  1.  George  Home  of  Kello,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

missions.  2.   Committee  appointed  to  revise  the  commissions. 

Commissions.  o      »  i     <■  .1  •     • 

AUeadgiance  ^-  Approved  01  the  commissions. 

and  assurance.         4.  Oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  assurance  subscribed. 

8  February  1699. 

Generall  com-  ia.  Appointed  a  committee  to  "  take  under  ther  consideration  the  ratifica- 

ity  appoynted.  tione  and  approbatione  of  the  staple  contract  conform  to  his  Majesties  letter, 
with  power  to  them  to  call  for  the  lord  conservator  and  William  Gordon  and 
hear  them  fully,  and  to  call  for  the  acts  of  borrows  and  instructions  relaiteing  to 
the  setleing  of  the  staple  port,  as  also  to  take  under  ther  consideratione  the 
heads  of  the  last  missive,  with  power  to  them  to  subcomitt  and  to  receave  what 
informatione  any  of  the  commissionars  can  give  anent  the  tradeing  burghs  of 
barronies  and  regalities  in  ther  bounds  or  districk." 

Jetteftothe^  5.  The   Same   day,    his   Majesties   royall  letter   being  presented   to 

royaii  borrows,  the  Convention  by  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  ther  preses,  the  same 
wes  publictly  redd  and  ordained  to  be  recorded,  whereof  the  tenor 
followes  : — To  our  right  trusty  and  -well  beloved  the  commissionars  of  our 
royall  burrows  of  our  antient  kingdome  of  Scotland.  Sic  superscribitur  : 
William  R.  Right  trusty  and  weelbeloved,  we  greet  yow  well.  Wee 
were  well  satisfied  with  your  letter  to  us  of  the  15th  October  1696, 
whereby  yow  signifie  your  resolution  to  renew  the  staple  contract  with 
the  town  of  Campheir,  and  for  this  end  yow  hade  granted  a  commission 
to  Sir  Andrew  Kennedie,  our  resident  in  the  Netherlands,  since  which 
tyme  wee  understand  that  in  prosecution  of  this  commission  the  forsaid 
contract  is  ended  and  the  staple  court  established  in  the  forsaid  toun, 
and  that  thereby  there  are  very  advantagious  privieledges  granted  for 
the  trade  and  comerce  of  that  our  antient  kingdome  of  Scotland  which 
wee  will  be  carefull  to  have  punctwally  observed  and  will  lyckwise  take 
t;are  to  remove  whateuer  may  occatione  "any  misunderstanding  be- 
tween th«  royall  borrows  and  the   said  town   of  Campheir ;  and   by  this 
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contract  it   being  aggreed    that  the  same  shall  be  ratified  both  by  the  Edinburgh. 
states  of  Zealand  and  by  a  convention  of  our  royall  borrows,  and  which  lega!'™^'^^ 
being  allreadie  done  by  the  saids  states  wee  haue  therfor  appointed  your  His  Majesties 
meeting  at  this  tyme  that  yow  may  also  ratify  the  same,  and  that  ther- ^^"^ '^"JJ^^^^^^ 
after  wee  may  interpose  our  authority  and  give  our  ratification  thereof 
Wee   have   frequent   accounts   of  your  loyalty  and  fidelity  to  us  on  all 
occations,  and  therfor  wee  give  yow  full  assurrance  of  our  royall  protec- 
tione  in  all  your   concernes  ;    and   soe  wee   bide  yow  heartily  farewell. 
Given  at  our  court  at  Kensingtowne,  the  31st  day  of  January  1691,  and 
of  our  reigne  the  10th  year.     By  his  Majesties  command.      Sic  subscri- 
hitur :  Seafeild. 

10  February  1699. 

6.  The  conventioue  haveing,  in  obedience  to  his  Majesties  letter,  ^ot  ratifying 
mett  to  take  under  ther  consideratione  the  commission  granted  be  the  tract 
comity  appoynted  for  setleing  the  staple  port,  by  the  generall  convention 
holden  at  Edinburgh  in  Jully  j"'  vj*^  nynty  sex,  to  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy 
of  Clowburne,  lord  conservator,  with  the  articles  of  aggreement  extended 
by  way  of  contract  past  betuixt  the  royall  borrowes  and  the  magistrats  of 
Campheir,  consisting  of  threty  nyne  articles,  signed  by  Sir  Archibald 
Mure  of  Thorntoune,  then  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  ;  which  being  fully 
considered  by  the  conventione,  together  with  the  principall  Dutch  contract 
signed  by  the  lord  conservator  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  royall  borrowes 
and  by  William  van  Nassau  Lord  Odyk,  his  Majesties  commissioner,  and  be 
the  commissioners  of  the  toune  of  Campheir,  together  with  the  states  of  Zeal- 
and ther  ratificatione  and  approbatione  of  the  samen,  the  conventione  accepts 
thereof  as  satisfactorie,  and  have  ratified,  approved,  and  confirmed,  and  be 
thir  presents  ratifies,  approves,  and  coufirmes  the  forsaid  contract  with  the 
seaven  separat  articles  thereto  annexed  and  signed  as  aforsaid,  in  the  haill 
heads,  articles,  clauses,  and  conditiones  therin  contained,  and  declaires  the 
said  staple  port  to  be  fullie  setled  at  the  said  toun  of  Campheir  for  the  space 
off  twenty  one  years  comenceing  from  the  dait  of  the  said  contract,  being 
the  twenty  fyfth  day  day  of  December  j"  vj°  and  nynty  seaven  years,  S.  N.; 
dischargeing  and  heirby  discharges  all  ships  and  other  veshells  whatsomever 
passing  from  this  kingdomewith  staple  comodities  to  goe  to  any  port  within 
the  seaven  United  Provinces  but  to  the  said  towne  of  Campheir,  under  such 
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Edinburgh. 
10  February 
1699. 

Act  ratifying 
the  staple  con- 
tract. 


The  borrows 
answer  to  his 
Majesties 
letter. 


paines  aud  penalties  as  are  contained  in  the  acts  of  parliament  and 
borrowes,  which  the  convention  be  thir  presents  renews  and  revives  all 
and  quhatsomever  [acts]  and  statuts  made  by  any  former  conventiones  in 
favours  of  the  staple,  and  that  against  the  breakers  and  contraveeners  of 
the  same,  declaireing  the  generallity  heirof  to  be  als  sufficient  as  if  every 
particular  act,  statut,  penalty  and  certification  were  specially  heirin  exprest, 
quheranent  this  present  convention  dispences  forever. 

7.  Ther  wes  redd  and  approven  by  the  convention  the  letter  direct 
from  them  in  answer  to  his  sacred  Majesties  royall  letter  to  them,  which 
they  ordained  to  be  recorded  and  signed  by  ther  preses,  whereof  the 
tenor  follows  : — May  it  pleas  your  Majesty.  Wee  your  royall  borrowes, 
being  heir  conveened  by  your  Majesties  comand  for  ratifieing  of  the  staple 
contract  past  betuixt  us  and  the  magistrats  of  Campheir,  haue,  in  obe- 
dience to  your  royall  will  and  pleasour,  ratified  and  confirmed  the  said 
contract  in  all  the  heads  and  articles  thereof,  and  seeing  your  Majestic 
lies  been  graciously  pleased  to  assure  us  of  your  royall  care  to  remove  all 
occationes  of  differrence  betuixt  them  and  us,  whereupon  wee  doe  relj'  and 
depend,  wee  are  therby  encouradged  to  transmitt  ane  accompt  of  the 
indignities  and  injuries  comitted  be  them  upon  the  conservator  and  our 
factors  and  dependants  befor  and  since  the  renewing  of  the  staple  con- 
tract, and  have  recomended  the  samen  to  be  laid  befor  your  Majesty  by 
your  secretary  of  state,  and  are  verie  confident  from  many  experiences 
given  us  of  your  royall  protectione  that  in  this  exigent,  wherein  your 
state  of  borrowes  are  soe  deeply  concerned,  your  Majestic  will  be  pleased 
both  to  appoint  reparatione  of  our  damnadges  alreadie  sustained  and 
interpose  your  royall  comands  that  ther  may  be  a  dew  observance  of  the 
contract  in  tyme  comeing.  Wee  doe  lyckwayes  humbly  offer  to  your 
Majesties  consideratione  the  great  disadvantages  this  your  antient  king- 
dome  in  generall,  and  wee  your  royall  borrowes  in  particular,  doe  ly 
under  by  the  prohibitione  of  the  importing  our  herring  and  other  fishes 
to  France,  for  therby  is  occationed  ane  extraordinary  decay  of  trade  and 
comerce,  it  being  beyond  question  that  our  fishing  is  the  farr  greatest 
manufactorie  wee  can  pretend  unto;  as  also  ther  is  ane  impositione  of  50 
solz  per  tunn  upon  all  Scots  ships  and  veshells  that  goe  to  France  which 
is  ane  heavie  burden,  besides  great  impositiones  upon  all  our  manufac- 
tories ;  and   seeing  wee  are  informed  the   commissionars  for  the  treaty  of 
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comerce  are  conveened  at  London  towards  setleing  of  such  matters  as  relait  EDiNBtucH. 
to  trade,  wee  doe  humbly  intreat  your  Majestie  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  legg!'''™"^ 
appoynt  the  trade  of  this  natione  to  be  specially  regairdit  in  that  treaty  The  borrows 
by  such  persons  as  your  Majestie  in  your  royall  wisedome  shall  think  fitt  Ma^stie"  '"^ 
to  nominat  for  that  eifect.      Wee  return  your  Majesty  our  most  humble  'e"'^''- 
and  hearty  thanks  for  your  gracious  letter  upon  this   occation,  with  full 
assurrance  of  our  unalterable  resolutiones  to  serve  your  Majestie  with  our 
lyves   and  fortuns  as  being,   may  it  pleas  your  Majestie  [etc.J   (Signed) 
G.  Home. 

8.  Ther  was  redd  and  approven  by  the  conventione  the  draught  of  Letter  to  secre- 
ane  letter  direct  from  them  to  the  secretary  of  state,  which  they  ordained  ^^^  °^  ^'^*' 
to  be  recorded  and  signed  by  ther  preses,  whereof  the  tenor  foUowes  : — May 
it  pleas  your  lordship.  Yours  of  the  30th  January  to  the  lord  provost  of 
Edinburgh  wes  by  him  comunicat  to  us  at  this  convention,  and  in  obedi- 
ence to  his  Majesties  commands  and  your  lordships  intimation  thereof  wee 
have  been  very  frequent  in  our  meetting,  and  after  consideratione  of  the 
staple  contract  have  ratified  the  samen,  which  is  heirwith  transmitted  to 
your  lordship  to  be  approven  by  his  Majestie,  albeit  nothing  less  then  our 
duty  to  the  King  would  have  obleidged  us  to  ane  complyance,  considering 
the  many  abuses  comitted  be  these  magistrats  of  Campheir  without  any 
shadow  of  justice  or  reason e,  as  your  lordship  will  perceave  by  the 
memoriall  heirwith  sent  yow,  which  wee  doe  most  earnestly  recomend  to 
your  lordships  care,  both  for  presenting  the  same  to  his  Majestie  and  inter- 
poseing  with  him  for  ane  redress  ;  and,  particularly,  wee  humbly  think 
tliat,  by  your  influence,  reparatione  may  be  hade  from  Campheir,  both  of 
the  indignities  done  the  conservator  and  the  wast  chairges  that  William 
Gordon  wes  necesitat  to  expend  through  ther  incroachments.  This  oppor- 
tunity seemes  verie  seasonable  because  wee  have  good  ground  to  expect 
it  from  his  Majesties  gracious  letter  to  that  purpose,  and  wee  judge  our- 
selves both  upon  honour  and  intrest  concerned  that  it  be  effectwally  done. 
Wee  have  lyckwayes  taken  wnder  our  consideratione  the  discouradgements 
which  our  trade  lyes  wnder  by  the  prohibition  of  our  herring  and  other 
fishes  to  France  and  the  heavie  impositiones  and  burdens  that  are  upon 
all  the  goodes  wee  import  there,  as  also  the  50  solz  per  tunn  upon  all  our 
veshells  that  goe  to  France,  and  that  it  does  verie  much  import  to  the 
trade  and  comerce  of  this  kingdome  that  speciall  regaird  be  hade  thereto 
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Edinburgh.     ^"^  *^^  treaty  of  comerce  betuixt  Ingland  and  France  which  is  presently 
10  February     sitting  at  London  as  is  informed,  but  befor  wee  could  proceed  therin  wee 

-  ",  '    did  judge   it  our  duty  to  address  his  Majesty  on  this  occatione.      It  is 

tary  of  stat.  therfor  humbly  intreated  by  the  royall  borrowes  that  your  lordship  would 
be  pleased  to  concurr  with  and  assist  us  by  interposeing  with  his  Majestie 
for  his  gracious  answer,  especially  considering  that  this  kingdome  and  the 
trade  therof  hade  many  immunities  from  the  French  granted  to  them, 
which  wee  are  hopefuU  may  deserve  consideratione  in  the  treaty  of 
comerce  if  the  samen  be  represented  ;  as  also  that  your  lordship  would  be 
pleased  to  take  notice  of  the  heavy  imposition  ledd  on  our  linnen  cloath  by 
the  Inglish,  which  is  almost  equall  to  ane  prohibitione  and  will  intirely  ruine 
that  trade  if  speedie  remead  be  not  provided.  Wee  could  never  believe  the 
royall  borrowes  better  stated  then  since  your  accessione  to  the  present  cha- 
racter, of  whose  manifold  favours  wee  have  receaved  sufficient  prooffs,  and 
wee  most  still  depend  upon  your  lordship  to  patronize  us  in  this  and  all  our 
just  concerns,  which  wee  have  the  more  confidence  to  expect  seeing  as  we 
have  allwayes  hitherto  found  ourselves  and  theintrest  of  the  state  of  borrowes 
safely  lodged  in  your  hands,  soe  wee  cannot  be  more  sensible  of  anything 
then  that  wee  are  upon  all  occationes  bound  to  appear,  may  it  pleas  your 
lordship,  [etc. J. 

10.  Having  considered  a  memorial  given  in  by  the  lord  conservator  and 
William  Gordon,  the  convention  appointed  it  to  be  inserted  in  the  burgh  register 
and  an  extract  to  be  sent  to  the  secretary  of  state  "  that  his  lordship  may  repre- 
sent the  same  to  his  Majestie." 

11.  Appointed  a  committee  to  meet  after  the  dissolving  of  this  convention, 
and  remitted  to  them  (1)  report  of  a  committee  as  to  the  proposal  of  Mr  John 
Buchan  "  anenfc  a  fond  of  credit ''  and  to  prepare  and  extend  the  proposal  in 
ample  form  and  to  address  the  government  theranent  and  concert  measures  with 
them  soe  as  it  may  take  effect ;  (2)  the  petition  anent  the  wool,  with  power  to 
instruct  the  agent  if  they  see  cause  to  make  representations  to  the  privy  council 
or  treasury  for  stopping  the  exportation  of  wool  out  of  the  kingdom  ;  (3)  what  may 
concern  the  poor's  money  of  the  staple  port,  and  providing  a  minister  thereto,  and 
to  appoint  a  master  of  the  consergerie  house,  to  receive  what  answer  shall  come 
from  his  Majesty  in  the  case  of  the  conservator  and  William  Gordon,  and  "in  rela- 
tione to  the  treaty  of  comerce."  The  convention  also  authorised  the  lord  provost 
of  Edinburgh  to  call  a  particular  convention  with  power  to  do  every  thing  with 
regard  to  the  treaty  that  may  concern  the  interest  of  the  royal  burghs. 

12.  Remitted  to  the  consideration  of  next  general  convention  the  bill  given 
in  by  Charles  Charters,  lait  bailie  of  Edinburgh. 


Conservator 
and  William 
Gordon.s 
memoriall. 


Comity  ap- 
pointed to  con 
aider  severall 
affairs. 


Petition  by 
Charles  Char- 
ters. 
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13.   The    conventione    remitts   to    the    comity  that  is  to    sitt   after  JjPS'?'"™' 

,.,.„,.  .  .  •'  10  February 

disolvemg  oi  this  convention  to  meet   with  Andrew  Myrtoun  anent  the  1899. 


quartering  after  the  first  of  Aprile  nixt,  and  to  take  such  effectwall  course  Quartering. 
thairin  as  they  shall  think  moat  convenient  for  hindering  any  of  the  royall 
borrowes  to  be  troubled  by  him  or  quartered  upon.  As  also  remitts  to  Edinburgh 
the  said  comity  the  proposall  given  in  by  James  Donaldsone  anent  the 
publishing  of  ane  Edinburgh  Gazet  and  to  give  him  such  encouragement 
therin  as  they  shall  think  fitt,  they  allwayes  advanceing  no  monie  but 
remitts  that  pairt  to  the  generall  convention  in  Jully. 

14.  Remitted  to  next  general  convention  "  the  trouble  and  pains  taken  by  Clerk,  agent 
ther  clerk  and  agent  and  the  other  servants."  "'"'^  servants. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Patrick  Haliburtoun  and  Alexander  Thomsone  ;  Perth,  Patrick  Edinbchoh. 
Davidsone  ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Blair  ;  Aberdeen,  Thomas  Mitchell ;  Stirling,  g"^"'^  ^^^^' 
John  Stevinesone  j  Lithgow,  Adam  Bucknay  ;  St  Andrews,  John  Mories  ;  Glas- 
gow, William  Wardrope ;  Aire,  John  Mure  ;  Hadingtoune,  Alexander  Edgar ; 
Dyssart,  Alexander  Swintoun ;  Kirkcaldie,  Henrie  Millar  ;  Montrose,  James 
Milne  ;  Coupar,  Thomas  Beathon  ;  Enster  Easter,  Philp  Enster;  Dumfreise, 
John  Irvine ;  Inverness,  Alexander  Duff ;  Bruntjsland,  Alexander  Gedd ;  Inner- 
keithing,  Thomas  Baird  ;  Kinghorn,  William  Smeitoa ;  Breiohen,  Alexander 
Young ;  Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Cuninghame  ;  Jedburgh,  Walter  Scot  ;  Wige- 
toune,  William  Coultrane;  Pittenweem,  George  Smith;  Dumfermling,  Sir  Patrick 
Murray  ;  Euster  Wester,  Sir  Robert  Enster  ;  Selkirk,  Mr  John  Murray  ;  Dum- 
bartoun,  Sir  James  Smalet ;  Rhenfrew,  Robert  Pollock  ;  Dumbar,  Robert  Kellie ; 
Lanerk,  Archibald  Simpsone ;  Aberbrothock,  Patrick  Steivine  j  Elgine,  Robert 
Innes ;  Peebles,  Archibald  Sheills  ;  Craill,  William  Craufurd ;  Bamff,  Robert 
Sanders  ;  Whythorae,  David  Stewart  ;  Forfar,  Charles  Dicksone  ;  Rothesay, 
Mr  Dougall  Stewart ;  Forras,  Robert  Cuming  ;  North  Berwick,  John  Home  ; 
Cullen,  My  lord  Hallcraig ;  Lawder,  John  Edingtowne  ;  Kilrennie,  Thomas 
Peacock  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnstoun;  Lochmaben,  William  Menzies  ;  Ding- 
wall, Keneth  Bayn  ;  Dornoch,  Sir  Adam  Gordon  ;  Queensferrie,  My  lord  Whyt- 
law  ;  Fortrose,  Daniel  Simpson;  Kintoir,  Mr  Robert  Forbes;  Innerara,  Hugh 
Browne  ;  Innernrie,  Mr  James  Fergusone  ;  Week,  James  Sinclair ;  Kirkwall, 
Sir  Alexander  Home;  Inverbervie,  James  Byres;  Stanraer,  William  Fullartoun. 
(Seven  burghs  absent.) 
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EdIN'BUHGH. 
4  July  1699. 

Home,  preses. 
Revising  com- 
missions. 


Commissions 
approved. 
Allegiance  and 
assurance. 
Generall 
comity  ap- 
pointed. 


4  July  1699. 

1.  George  Home  of  Kello,  lord  provost  of  Edinturgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions. 

6  July  1699. 

3.  Approved  of  the  commissions. 

4.  Oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  assurance  subscribed. 

5.  Appointed  a  general  committee  "  to  take  under  consideratione  the  heads 
of  the  missive  and  the  particular  reports  anent  the  visitationes  of  the  burghs 
referred  to  them,  with  such  other  bills  and  overtours  as  shall  from  time  to  time 
be  remitted  to  them.'' 


Aberdeen 
harbour. 


Petition  to  the 
commission  of 
parliament. 


6  July  1699. 

6.  The  convention  having  considered  a  report  by  the  commissioners  of  Mont- 
rose, Bamff  and  Kin  tore,  "  anent  the  harbour  of  Aberdeen  and  founding  ther 
peir,  which  is  in  great  forwardness  and  severall  materialls  ledd  for  building 
therof  j"  appointed  the  agent  to  pay  the  burgh  the  sum  of  £2000  Scots  allowed 
by  the  43d  act  of  the  general  convention  in  July  1698. 

7.  The  convention  appoynts  ane  petition  to  be  given  in  to  the  com- 
mission of  parliament  that  they  may  sitt  notwithstanding  of  ther  adjourn- 
ment and  give  ther  opinion  anent  the  ten  pounds  Scots  for  the  unfree 
trade,  and  to  recomend  the  borrowes  to  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  thesaurie 
for  a  delay  untill  the  lords  of  the  said  commission  of  parliament  propor- 
tion the  said  ten  pound  upon  the  unfree  trade  conform  to  the  act  of  par- 
liament, off  which  petition  the  tenor  foUowes  : — Unto  the  right  honourable 
the  lords  and  others  of  the  commissione  for  the  unfree  trade,  the  suppli- 
catione  of  the  commissioners  of  the  royall  borrowes  to  this  present  generall 
conventione,  humbly  sheweth  :  That  where  your  petitioners  haveing  hade 
ane  act  of  parliament  made  in  ther  favours  for  releiveing  them  of  ten 
pounds  of  the  taxt  roll  from  the  unfree  traders  within  the  kingdome  for 
the  space  of  fyve  years  now  bygone,  and  in  the  last  session  of  parliament 
it  was  recomended  to  his  Majestie  to  nominat  ane  commissione  for  adjust- 
ing what  proportione  the  unfrie  traders  should  bear  of  the  taxt  roll  for 
tyme  comeing,  conform  whereunto  your  lordships  being  nominat  for  that 
effect  have  hade  sewerall  meetings  and  given  your  decreit  and  sentance  as 
to  all  bygons  proceeding  Candlemess  last,  but  for  that  tyme  and  heirafter 
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your  lordships  have  thought  fitt  by  your  last  sederunt  to  delay  it  till  Edinbdrgh. 

August  nixt,  and  seeing  the  convention  of  borrowes  cannot  proceid  to  ^  "^"^^  ^^^^- — 

determine  themselves  in  the  said  matter  untill  first  your  lordships  direct  commiSion  ot 

them  by  your  sentence,   they  doe  humbly  propose  that   your  lordships  P'^'^iiament. 

would  be  pleased  to  recomend  your  petitioners  to  the  lords  of  theasaurie 

that   they   may   discharge   all   executione   by  quartering   or   otherwayes 

against  them  untill  ther  nixt  generall  convention  in  Jully  nixt,  betuixt 

and  which  tyme  your  lordships  may  fully  determine  that  matter.      May 

it  therfore  please  your  lordships  to  take  the  premissis  to  your  considera- 

tione  and  to  recomend  them  as  above,  aad  your  petitioners  shall  ever 

pray.      Which  being  hard  and  considered  by  the  convention,  they  approve 

therof  and  ordains  the  samen  to  be  given  in,  and  recomends  to  my  lord 

provost  of  Edinburgh,  ther  preses,  Glasgow,  Air  and  Dumbartoune  to  wait 

[on]  my  lord  chancellour  that  he  may  order  the  calling  of  the  lords  and 

others  of  the  commissione  of  parliament  for  that  effect. 

10  July  1699. 

8.  The  convention,  for  the  good  and  advantage  of  the  state  of  bor- statute  oon- 
rowes,  and  for  the  shunning  of  all  debeats  anent  the  qualificationes  of  such  piatefm-m! 
members  as  shall  heirafter  be  ellected  or  chosen  to  represent  any  of  the 
royall  borrowes  in  ther  generall  or  particular  conventiones,  doe  enact  and 
ordain  that  the  followeing  platforme  shall  be  observed  by  them  in  all  tyme 
comeing  as  to  the  ellection  of  there  members,  viz.  : — That  ilk  commis- 
sionar  to  be  ellected  shall  be  testified  by  his  constituents  to  be  ane  man 
fearing  God,  of  the  trew  protestant  religion  publictly  professed  and 
authorised  be  the  lawes  of  the  kingdome,  ane  merchant  traffecquer  and 
residenter  within  the  said  burgh,  bearing  all  portable  chairges  with  his 
neighboures  ;  and  if  the  person  elected  commissionar  be  not  ane  merchant 
traffecquer  and  residenter  that  he  be  testified  to  be  ane  member  repre- 
senting the  said  burgh  in  the  current  parliament  for  the  tyme,  or  if  he  be 
neither  ane  merchant  trader  nor  member  of  parliament  that  he  be  testi- 
fied to  be  ane  person  that  hath  intrest  in  the  said  burgh  and  bears  ane 
pairt  of  ther  publict  burdens  and  can  tin  and  win  in  all  ther  affairs,  wnder 
the  pain  of  ane  hundreth  pounds  Scots,  and  that  the  haill  commissions  be 
according  to  this  present  plateform  in  all  tyme  comeing  which  is  inviolably 
2  2n 
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Edinbtikgh.  to  be  keeped  be  ilk  burgh  heirafter  wnder  the  forsaid  penaltie,  which  is 
— — — '-^  by  and  attour  the  casting  of  ther  commissions,  and  the  penaltie  of  one 
cerntogthe  thousand  markes  to  be  payed  be  ilk  burgh  granting  commissions  to  per- 
piateform.        ^^^^^  ^^^  qualified  in  maner  and  conform  to  the  plateform  above writtin ; 

and  this  in  stead  of  all  former  plateformes,  which  are  heirby  rescinded  in 

soe  far  as  they  are  inconsistent  with  this  present  act. 

Conservator  to  9.  Having  considered  a  letter  from  Master  Ryx's  to  the  royal  burghs  "  wherby 
for  poors"^  ^^  he  is  content  and  willing  to  submit  himselff  as  to  the  conservators  demands  anent 
mony.  the  poors  money  to  any  indifferent  person  to  be  judge  therein,''  the  convention 

ordained  the  conservator  to  proceed  therein  by  way  of  submission  ;  and  if  the 
submission  prove  ineffectual  that  Ryx  be  pursued  before  the  justices  at  the  Hague 
for  the  claim  in  the^  first  process  in  1679  and  befor  the  conservator  court  for 
subsequent  claims. 
CuUen  500  lib.  10.  Having  considered  the  report  of  those  appointed  to  visit  CuUen,  the  con- 
vention appointed  the  agent  to  pay  the  burgh  £500  Scots  to  be  employed  by  them 
for  repair  of  their  pier,  harbour,  and  bridge. 

11  July  1699. 

Augmenting  1 1-  The  convention,  considering  that  the  £10  Scots,  being  the  quota  for  unfree 

proportions  in  trade,  is  not  yet  laid  on  and  proportioned  by  the  commission  of  parliament  appointed 
e  ax  ro  .  j^^_  ^j^^^  effect,  and  that  there  is  resting  about  fourteen  months'  cess,  "'  which  the 
commissaries  of  the  armie  threatens  to  quarter  for  what  is  dew  thereof,  and  the 
convention  considering  what  trouble  and  expenses  former  quartering  for  the 
said  ten  pounds  Scots  hes  cost  seweralls  of  the  royall  borrowes,  and  to  the  end 
the  samen  may  be  preveened  in  tyme  comeing  by  laying  on  a  just  proportione  of 
the  said  ten  pownds  upon  these  burghs  that  are  able  to  bear  itj"  the  convention 
resolved  that  the  £10  Scots  should  be  apportioned  for  the  abovementioned  cess 
upon  the  following  biirghs,  viz. : — Perth,  an  addition  of  £1,  10s.  Scots  ;  Dundie, 
12s.  j  Aberdeen,  £1,  10s.  ;  Stirling,  12s.  ;  Glasgow,  £2  ;  Montrose,  £1,  Is.  4d.; 
Enster  Easter,  Is.  ;  Innerness,  £1  ;  Pittenweem,  4s.;  Dumfermling,  6s.;  Rhen- 
frew,  Is.;  Aberbrothock,  3s.;  Elgine,  7s.;  Nairn,  2s.;  Fon-as,  2s.;  Dumfreise, 
2s.  8d.;  Air,  Is.;  St  Andrews,  Is;  Hadingtowne,  Is.;  Irvine,  6d.;  Dumbartoun, 
6d.;  Lanerk,  Is. ;  Eutherglen,  Is. 

Dumfreise,  1 2.   Anent  the  petition  given  in  to  the  convention  by  the  burgh  of 

Dumfreise,  mentionemg  that  ther  being  two  comonities  belonging  to  the 
said  burgh  lyeing  at  ane  considerable  distance,  and  which  is  surrounded 
with  sewerall  other  herretors  lands  soe  that  the  same  is  totally  eaten  up 
in  winter  by  the  neighbouring  herretors  bestiall,  and  in  summer  tyme 


comonties, 
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when  the  towns  Sfoods  goes  home  at  night  the  same  is  lyckwayes  eaten  edinbubgh. 
up,  in  respect  of  the  forsaid  tuo  comonities  are  not   inclosed,   and   the 


petitioners  heing  desirous  for  the  good  of  the  toune  to  impark  the  forsaids  oomonties.' 
two  comonities  and  sett  the  same  to  the  best  availl  for  the  use  and 
behooff  of  the  toune,  creavand  therfor  the  convention  would  be  pleased  to 
grant  warrant  to  the  said  burgh  to  impark  the  saids  tuo  comonities  and 
to  sett  the  same  in  talk  for  the  space  of  fyfteen  years  for  the  use  and 
behooff  of  the  said  burgh,  or  for  such  a  competent  tyme  as  the  conven- 
tion should  think  fitt,  as  the  petition  bears.  Which  being  heard,  read, 
and  considered  by  the  convention,  they  grant  warrand  and  impowers  the 
saids  magistrats  of  Dumfreise  or  ther  successores  to  impark  the  forsaides 
tuo  comonities  and  to  sett  the  samen  to  the  best  advantage  in  tack  for 
nynteen  or  twenty  one  years  in  ther  optione  to  any  person  who  shall  offer 
therfor. 

13.  Continued  and  appointed  to  be  heads  of  next  general  missive,  articles  Heads  of  mis- 
referring  to  stopping  of  gifts  and   monopolies,  difference   between  the   burgh   of  ^"^  continued. 
Peebles  and  the  Earl  of  Traquair,  complaints  as  to  the  manufactory  of  old  broad 
cards,  easing  certain  burghs  in  the  tax  roll,  and  reports  of  visitations  of  the  burghs 
of  Lithgow,  Tayne,  and  Elgine. 

14.    The  convention   being  informed   of  sewerall   complaints   against  ^^^°^^^?* 
the   factors  at  Campheir   in  giveing  the  benefett  of  the   staple   port  to  benefit  of' 
strangers,  doe  therfore  in  all  tyme  comeing  prohibit  and  dischairge  any  of  strangers, 
the  factors  at  Campheir  to  colour  any  staple  goodes  belonging  to  strangers 
as  Scotsmen  goodes  or  to  give  them  the  benefeit  of  the  staple  port,  certi- 
fieing  each  factor  that  does  in   the   contrair  that   he   shall  be   proceeded 
against  by  the  convention  with  all  severeity,  and  recomends  to  the  lord 
conservator  to  report  yeirly  to  the  convention  the  contraveeners  of  this 
present  act ;  and  in  respect  by  sewerall  acts  of  borrowes  and  the  acts  of 
admission  of  factors  they  are  therby  obleidged  to  renew  ther  cautionars  at 
any  tyme  the  royall  borrowes  shall  demand  the  same,  doe  therfor  appoint 
the  haill  factors  resideing  at  the  staple  port  of  Campheir  to  renew  ther 
cautioners  betuixt  the  dait  heirof  and  the  nixt  generall  convention,  with 
certification  to  them  if  they  faillie  they  shall  be  proceeded  against  conform 
to  the  saids  acts  and  ther  places  declaired  vaccant. 
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Edinburgh. 
12  July  1699. 

Enster  Easter, 
North  Ber- 
wick, Kirkoal- 
die  and  Enster 
Wester. 


Act  in  favours 
of  Jedburgh. 


Committees 
appointed  to 
visit  certain 
burghs. 


Bamff,  tack  of 
Salt  Loches. 


12  July  1699. 

15-18.  Having  considered  the  reports  of  those  appointed  to  visit  the 
burghs  aftermentioned,  the  convention  appointed  the  agent  to  pay  (15)  to  the 
burghs  of  Enster  Easter  200  marks  "  for  compleiting  of  their  peir,  harbour,  town 
house  and  shambles;"  (16)  to  the  burgh  of  JSJorth  Berwick  300  marks  "to  be 
imployed  by  them  for  compleiting  their  said  peir  and  harbour;"  (17)  to  the 
burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  200  marks  "  towards  the  present  repairatione  of  ther  said 
peir  and  harbour;"  and  (18)  to  the  burgh  of  Enster  "Wester  200  marks  "for  the 
present  repairatione  of  ther  peir  and  harbour." 

19.  The  conventione  haveing  considered  ane  representatione  made  be 
the  towne  of  Jedburgh,  mentioneing  ther  desolat  and  ruinous  conditione, 
and  particularly  that  ther  bridge  which  is  the  only  mean  of  there  subsis- 
tance  is  now  fallen,  whereby  ther  is  a  stop  put  to  any  trafficque  they  for- 
merly hade,  and  except  the  same  be  repaired  they  will  be  forced  to 
renounce  ther  priviledges  of  being  a  burgh  royall,  and  they  haveing  given 
in  a  petition  to  the  lords  of  privie  councill  have  obtained  ane  act  in  ther 
favoures  for  ane  voluntar  contribution,  which  will  be  altogether  uneffec- 
twall  unless  the  royall  borrowes  patronize  the  same,  and  therfor  humbly 
desired  ther  concourse  and  assistance  therunto,  in  complyance  wherwith 
the  generall  conventione  doe  unanimously  and  heartily  recomend  the  peti- 
tioners to  the  sewerall  burghs  royall  that  they  would  interpose  there 
power  and  influence  with  ther  sewerall  burghs  for  procureing  a  liberall 
collection  to  the  said  burgh  of  Jedburgh  as  being  one  of  there  own  mem- 
bers and  kynd  neighbour  in  all  the  affairs  and  concerns  of  the  royall 
borrowes,  and  [continues]  ther  caice  a  head  of  the  missive. 

20-42.  The  convention  having  considered  petitions  given  in  by  the  burghs  of 
(20)  Dundie,  (21)  Montrose,  (22)  Air,  (23)  Kilrennie,  (24)  Stirling,  (25)  Had- 
dingtowne,  (26)  Lauder,  (27)  Irvine,  (28)  Innerkeithing,  (29)  Dysart,  (30)  St 
Andrews,  (31)  Inverness,  (32)  Rothesay,  (33)  Week,  (34)  Bruntisland,  (35) 
Ehenfrew,  (36)  Stranraer,  (37)  Annan,  (38)  Coupar,  (39)  Lochmaben,  (40) 
Wigetoune,  (41)  Perth  and  (42)  Dumbar,  appointed  committees  to  visit  these 
burghs  and  to  report  to  the  convention  the  condition  of  their  common  good,  trade, 
and  public  works. 

43.  Anent  the  petition  given  in  to  the  convention  by  the  burgh  of 
Bamff,  mentioning  that  where  the  petitioners  haveing  a  peice  of  waist 
ground  called   the  Salt  Lochs,  a  considerable  pairt   of  ther  comon,  which 
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by  reason  of  the  naturall  barreness  and  damnadges  it  receaves  from  the  Edinburgh. 
tydds  and  speat  of  Divveran,  in  soe  far  that  the  dycks  [by]  these  tydds  ^^  '^"'y  ^^^^- 
and  speats  are  caried   away  by  ther  violence,  and  unless  ther  be  a  long  fXLoohes.  °* 
leace  of  the  samen  sett  it  neither  can  be  improven  nor  taken  by  any, 
creavand   therfor  the  conventione  to  grant  a  warrant   to   sett   a   nynteen 
years  tack  of  the  Salt  Loches   that  the  samen   may  be  improven  to  the 
best  availl  for  the  good  of  the  said  burgh,  which   being  heard  read  and 
considered  by  the  conventione  they  interpose  ther  authority  and  grants 
warrand  to  the  said  burgh  to  sett  a  nynteen  or  twenty  one  yeares  tack  of 
the  said  Salt  Lochs  for  the  good  and  advantage  of  the  said  burgh  to  any 
person  that  shall  offer  most  therfor. 

44.  Anent   the  petition  given  in  to  the  conventione  by  the  burgh  of  Dundie,  tack 

of  Olivers 

Dundie,  mentioning  that  where  thair  is  some  lands  called  Olivers  Croft  Croft. 
and  others  inclosers  belonging  to  the  said  burgh,  which  the  petitioners 
(after  the  conventiones  permission)  are  resolved  for  the  further  improve- 
ment therof  and  advantage  of  the  said  burgh  to  sett  in  tack  for  seaven  or 
nyne  years  to  such  persones  as  shall  offer  most  for  the  same,  creavand 
therfor  the  convention  to  grant  warrant  to  the  magistrats  of  the  said 
burgh  for  setting  the  forsaids  lands  in  tack  for  the  space  abovewritten,  as 
the  petition  bears  ;  which  being  heard,  read,  and  considered  by  the  con- 
vention, they  interpose  ther  authority  and  grants  warrant  to  the  present 
magistrats  of  Dundie,  or  ther  successores,  to  sett  the  forsaids  lands  in  tack 
for  seaven  or  nyne  yeares  for  the  good  and  advantage  of  the  said  burgh  to 
any  person  that  shall  offer  most  for  the  same. 

45.  The  conventione  appoints  that  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Litbgow,  §g°*trade '^°' 
and  Jedburgh,  and  such  other  burghs  as  by  the  eleventh  act  of  this  present 

general  conventione  payes  ther  proportion  of  the  ten  pounds  Scots  imposed 
upon  them  for  the  unfrie  trade,  shall  have  the  sole  benefeit  of  what 
quotas  the  burghs  of  barronies  and  regalities  accepts  of  for  the  said  unfree 
trade  or  shall  be  ledd  upon  them  by  the  commission  of  parliament 
appoyntit  for  that  effect,  and  that  for  ther  respective  releiffs  of  ther 
quotas  as  the  samen  shall  be  determined  by  the  nixt  general!  conventione. 


13  July  1699.  .      , 

■^  Agents  ac- 

46.  Approved  of  the  agent's  accounts  of  disbursements  from  J'uly  1698  to^g^/^ 
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Emnburgh. 
13  July  1699. 

Agents  ao- 
coinpts  appro- 
ven. 


Case  of  Edin- 
burgh, etc., 
continued. 


Edinburgh 
gazeteir. 


4.364 
1200 


150 
66 


7 
0 


0 
12 


180     0     0 


July  1699,  extending  to  £17,150,  9s.  2d.  Scots,  and  ordained  the  burghs  to  pay 
_  proportions.     The  following  items  are  contained  in  the  accounts  :  — 

£..  S.        D. 

Item,  to  tlie  cashier  of  the  Affrican  Ootupaiiy  as  per  receipt 

Item,  to  the  Marshall  Colledge  of  Aberdeen  as  per  act  and  receipt 

Item,  to  the  printers  for  printing  peapers,  petitions,   ansuers, 

representations  and  memorialls  since  July  1 697,  being  two 

years  ..... 

Item,  to  a  serjant  and  sext  shouldiera  quartering 

Item,  to  the  compter,  by  and   attour  the  sixty  pund   starline 

allowed  at  Aberdeen,  comeing  to  London  the  third  of  Apryll 

and  pairting  from  it  the  twenty  first  day  of  Junij 

Item,  spent  at  many  dinners  and  suppers  to  sewerall  noblemen 

and  barrens  at  many  meetings  in  tyme  of  parliament  and 

in  the  tyme  of  the  generall  conventione  of  borrowes  in 

November,  and  the  tyme  of  the  sitting  of  the  commission 

of  parliament  for  trade,  and  anent  the  affair  of  Andrew 

Miretoun,  the  treatie  of  comerce  and  wooU  .  .        650     0     0 

47.  The  convention  containows  the  20th  article  of  the  misive  anent 
the  present  condition  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  be  taken  under  con- 
sideration, the  same  being  the  metropolitan  of  the  nation  who  allwayes 
hath  been  readie  to  support  ther  neighouring  borrowes,  that  therfor 
necesar  it  is  that  some  meanes  be  provyded  for  ther  subsistance  to  pre- 
serve them  from  utter  ruine ;  as  also  containows  the  visitationes  made  in 
favours  of  the  burghs  of  Kintour,  Dingwall,  Aberbrothock  and  Inverbervie, 
that  ther  caice  and  conditione  be  considered  the  nixt  generall  conventione; 
and  sicklyck  appoints  the  petition  given  in  by  the  burgh  of  Lanerk  to  be 
a  head  of  the  nixt  misive  ;  as  also  that  the  burgh  of  Kirkwall  and  thair 
decayed  condition  and  thair  heavie  proportion  of  the  taxt  roll,  and  the 
magistratis  given  in  a  trew  state  of  the  said  burgh,  &c.,  upon  oath,  again 
Juily  nixt,  be  a  head  of  the  nixt  misive. 

48.  The  convention  haveing  considered  the  85  article  of  the  misive 
anent  the  proposall  given  in  by  Mr  Donaldson  for  publishing  of  ane  Edin- 
burgh Gazet  and  what  encouragement  they  think  fitt  to  bestow  upon  him 
for  containowing  his  newes,  doe  therfor  appoint  the  agent  to  pay  him  the 
sowme  of  threty  pound  sterline  for  his  encouragement  to  continow  in 
publishing  the  Edinburgh  Gazet  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione,  and 
recomends   to  all   the  royall   borrowes   as   they  think  fitt   to  concert  and 
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aggree  with  the  said  Mr  Donaldson  for  furnishing  any  of  them  the  newes  Edinburgh. 
and  gazets  by  everie  post.  13  July  i699. 

49.  The  convention  having  considered  the  31   article  of  the  missive  "  anent  *^°?^^y,^*'"' 
the  conservators  expenses  for  setleing  the  staple  port  and   Mr  William   Gordons  Gordon SOOlib. 
chairges  and  expences  sustained  by  him  by  the  incroachments  made  by  the  magis-  sterling, 
trats  of  Camphieir  on  him,"  appointed  the  agent  to  make  payment  to  them  of  the 
sum  of  £500  sterling  in  full  of  their  claims  "  reserving  to  the  royall  borrows  and 
the  said  William  Gordon  ther  just  pretences  against  the  magistrates  of  Campheir 
as  accords  of  the  law." 

50.   The  convention  upon  ane  representation  made  by  George,  earle  Comity  to  com- 

p  n/r  11    ni  •  1       i        c    .1  •    •  .1.       1  1  •■■     ,  monwithBarle 

01  Melivili,  president  ol  the  privie  council!,  that  the  tyme  he  was  sole  of  Meiviu. 
secretary  of  state  for  the  kingdome  of  Scotland  he  wanted  some  yeares 
his  ordinary  pensione  of  tuo  thousand  markes,  which  being  considered  by 
the  convention  they  enact  and  appoint  that  his  lordships  pensione  of  two 
thousand  marks  for  the  years  he  was  not  payed  therof  should  be  payed  to 
him,  and  remitts  to  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Dumbartoun,  and  Lochma- 
ben,  to  meet  with  the  Earle  off  Melivili  and  adjust  accompts  with  his 
lordship  off  what  years  he  wants  dureing  his  being  secretarie  of  state,  and 
appoints  the  agent  to  pay  his  lordship  therof  as  the  samen  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  the  report  of  the  said  comitie. 

51.  The  generall  convention  considering  that  it  hes  pleased  the  lords  Anent  setting 

.  .    .  .  ,  ^  *■  up  and  erect- 

of  his  Majesties  privie  councill  to  revive  the  lawes  and  acts  of  parliament  ing  of  manu- 

made  against  the  exportatione  of  wooll,  to  the  effect  that  the  manufacture 

of  wooll  may  be  improven  to  the  best  advantage,  whereby  great  numbers 

of  poor  and  idle  people  may  be  put  to  work  and  soe  releive  the  natione 

of  the  burden  they  have  of  the  saids  poor  and  idle  persones,  therfor  the 

convention  doe  by  these  presents  recomend  to  the  haill  sewerall  borrowes 

to  sett  up  and  erect  manufactories  of  wooll  within  thair  respective  bounds, 

and  to  give  all  such  encouradgement  theranent  as  may  be  thought  necesar 

for  promoting  that  good  and  profeitable  designe,  and  that  each  burgh  royall 

shall  be  holden  to  report  ther  dilligence  in  the  forsaid  matter  to  the  nixt 

generall  conventione. 

52.   The  convention  appoints   the  alteration  of  the  taxt  roll  to  be  a  Alteration  of 

.  .  taxt  roll. 

head  of  the  nixt  misive,  to  the  end  that  such  burghs  as  are  increased  in  ther 
trade  may  be  heighted  and  such  burghs  as  are  decayed  in  thair  trade  may 
be  eased. 
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Edinburgh. 
13  July  1699. 

Committee  for 
considering 
sewerall 
memorialls. 

Andrewe  Mer- 
toune  of 
Gogar. 


Annan. 


Domocli. 


Clerk,  agent 
and  otliers. 

Absents  un- 
lawed. 
Convention 
dissolved. 


53.  Remitted  to  a  committee  appointed  to  meet  after  this  convention  (1) 
memorial  by  the  conservator  anent  the  staple  port  and  staple  factors,  (2)  memorial 
presented  to  the  convention  anent  the  wool,  (3)  the  proposal  given  in  by  bailie 
Charles  Charters  "anent  the  50  solz  per  tun,"  and  (4)  petition  by  James  Gordon 
merchant  "  creaveing  to  be  established  machler  at  the  staple  port  of  Campheir." 

54.  Having  considered  a  petition  by  Andrew  Miretoun  of  Gogar,  with  act  of 
his  Majesty's  treasury  in  his  favour,  the  convention  appointed  a  committee  to 
commune  with  him,  and  empowered  the  committee  to  pay  him  what  they  shall 
determine. 

55.  The  convention,  on  a  petition  from  the  burgh  of  Annan,  authorised  the 
magistrates  "to  morgage  a  pairt  of  the'r  publict  revenewes  for  some  tyme,  or  to 
sett  tacks  therof  for  nynteen  yeares  for  raiseing  mony  to  build  a  bridge  over  the 
river  of  Annan.'' 

56.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  and  report  on  the  condition  of  the  burgh 
of  Dornoch. 

57.  The  convention  granted  certain  allowances  to  the  clerk,  agent,  servants 
and  others. 

58.  Unlawed  the  absent  burghs  in  £100  Scots  each. 

59.  Dissolved  the  present  convention  and  appointed  the  next  general  conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1700. 


Meeting  of  Committee,  appointed  hy  the  5Sd  act  of  last 
General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh. 
10  August 
1699. 
Sederunt. 


10  August  1699. 

Edinburgh,  lord  provost ;  Dumbarton,  Sir  James  Smallet  ;  Rothesay,  Mr 
Dougall  Stuart  ;  Kintore,  Mr  Robert  Forbes  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnstoun  ; 
Dornoch,  Sir  Adam  Gordon  ;  Haddington,  Lithgow,  Lochmaben,  Lauder,  Kirk- 
wall and  Selkirk,  absent. 


Lord  conserva-  1.   FoUows  the  lord  Conservators  memoriall  anent  the  staple  : — 

tors  memorial.  /ixmii^  i  n  ^  .  (.  ^ 

Staple  goods  (I)    Ihat   factors   trade    not   for   themselves    lu    any    sort    of    staple 

and  staple  croods 

factors.  o 

(2)   That  no  man  consigne  staple  goods  to  any  persone  but  to  legally 
setled  staple  factors. 
Approbation  of         (3)   That  the   Convention  may  send   to   the  magistrats  of  Campheir 
tract?  ''°'^'       authentick  extracts  of  their  and  his  Majesties  ratificatione  of  the  staple 
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contract  according  as  the  toun  of  Camplieir  base  sent  ane  extract  of  the  ewnbuegh. 
states  of  Zealands  ratificatione  therof.  1699."^"^* 

(4)  That  there  may  be  a  committee  appointed  by  the  convention  to  Minister. 
concur  with  the  consistory  and  conservator  as  to  calling  a  minister  to 
Campbeir. 

(5)  That  the  said  committie  may  either  give  a  commissione  to  one  to  Master  of  oon- 
be  master  of  the  conserjory  bouse  or  allow  the  conservator  so  to  doe  for  ^^""■i'"^"'  ''''"''^• 
one  for  whom  be  is  to  be  answerable. 

(1,  2)  The  committie  appointed  by  the  53  act  of  the  last  generall  con-  Deliverance  of 
ventione  to  meet  after  disolveing  therof  for  taking  under  their  considera-  gtapie  goods 
tione  the  lord  conservators  memoriall  and  all  other  things  relateing  to  the  and  staple 
staple  port,  having  in  obedience  tberto  considered  the  first  tuo  articles  of 
the  said  memoriall  anent  the  staple  factors  buying  and  selling  staple  goods 
to  the  great  hurt  and  prejudice  of  the  merchants,  bringing  the  saids  goods 
to  the  staple  port  at  Campbeir,  and  sicklyke  anent  the  merchants  arryving 
thereat  not  only  selling  their  own  goods  but  lykwayes  goods  belonging  to 
severall  other  persons,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  factors,  therfoi-e  the 
said  committie  ordains  the  saids  factors  to  desist  and  cease  from  all  buy- 
ing and  selling  of  any  Scots  staple  goods  to  their  own  behouffe  but 
allennerly  to  the  well  and  profite  of  ther  merchants  to  which  they  are  sub- 
ject to  make  compt  therof,  under  the  pain  of  tinzell  of  their  said  offices  ; 
and  in  lykemaner  statutes  and  ordaines  that  non  of  the  merchants  come- 
ing  to  the  staple  port  with  staple  commodities  shall  presume  to  sell  any 
staple  goods  belonging  to  any  other  merchants  but  that  the  samen  shall 
be  consigned  to  the  setled  staple  factors  residing  at  the  staple  port,  and 
that  they  shall  not  consigne  the  samen  in  any  tyme  comeing  but  to  such 
under  the  penalty  of  one  hundreth  pounds  Scots  money  to  be  payed  by 
the  contraveeners  of  this  present  act  toties  quoties ;  and  the  committie  by 
thir  presents  renews  and  revives  all  former  acts  of  borrows  made  concern- 
ing the  premisses,  and  particularly  the  act  daited  att  Dyssart  the  fifteenth 
day  of  June  j"  v°  and  nynty  thrie,  and  recommends  to  the  lord  conserva- 
tor to  see  the  samen  putt  to  due  executione  and  this  present  act  punct- 
wally  observed. 

(S)  The  committie  grants  warrant  to  their  clerk  to  send  to  the  magis-  staple  con- 

1  111  T     *  'n         tract. 

trats  of  Campbeir  authentick  extracts  of  the  royall  borrows  their  ratifaca- 
tione  and  approbatione  of  the  staple  contract,  together  with  his  Majesties 
2  2  o 
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ratificatione  theirof,  and  to  wryte  ane  letter  to  the  magistrats  of  Campheir 
theranent  which  is  to  be  sent  with  the  lord  conservator. 

(4)  As  to  the  fourth  article  of  the  lord  conservators  memoriall,  the 
committie  remitts  the  samen  to  the  conservator  whill  he  is  upon  the 
place,  and  in  caice  of  difficulty  the  committie  will  concurr  with  him  if 
they  be  required  for  that  effect. 

(5)  As  to  the  5th  article  of  the  lord  conservators  memoriall  anent 
James  Leuchers  to  be  master  of  the  conserjorie  house  and  of  his  ability  and 
qualificatione  for  dischargeing  the  said  office,  the  committie  doe  therfor 
nominate,  appoint,  constitute  and  ordain  the  said  James  Leuchers  to  be 
master  of  the  conserjorie  house,  and  allowes  to  him  all  the  freedomes, 
profits,  casualities,  and  emoluments  appertaining  and  belonging  to  the 
said  office,  or  that  base  been  enjoyed  by  any  of  his  predecessors,  masters 
of  the  said  conseijory  house,  he  allways  obeying  the  rules  and  instructions 
sett  doun  and  appointed  by  the  royall  borrows  to  the  keepers  of  the  said 
conserjory  house  in  July  j™  vj°  and  seventein  years,  and  ordains  the  lord 
conservator  to  admitt  and  receave  the  said  James  Leuchers  to  the  said 
office  and  administrat  the  oaths  to  him,  and  this  his  commissione  to  endur 
dureing  the  conventiones  pleasure. 

2.  Anent  the  petition  of  James  Gordon,  merchant  and  late  factor  at  Roter- 
dam,  the  committee  "  admitt  and  receave  the  said  James  Gordon  to  be  maehler  at 
the  staple  port,  and  allows  to  him  all  the  fies,  casualities,  profits  and  emoluments 
in  use  to  be  payd  to  any  in  that  statione  or  formerly  enjoyed  by  them,  and  grants 
him  all  the  liberties  and  freedoms  appei-taining  and  belonging  to  the  forsaid  office." 


Meeting  of  Committee  appointed  by  the  64dh  act  of  last 
General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 


15  August  1699. 


f^A^^"*?  Edinburgh,   George  Home  lord  provost ;   Dumbarton,   Sir  James  Smallet ; 

1699.  Lauder,  John  Idington  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnston ;  Kintore,  absent;  Loch- 

Sedemnt.  maben,  William  Menzies. 

Act  in  favours  [The  committee  taking  into  consideration  the  54th  act  of  last  general 

of  AjldjTGW  . 

Myretoun  of  Convention  and  the  petition  of  Andrew  Myretoun  therein  referred  to]  men- 

Goggar.  tioning  that  there  is  justly  resting  to  him  the  sum  of  £112,  15s.  sterling. 
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being  the  bygone  annualrents  of  £1400  sterling  due  by  the  royall  bor-  Edinburgh. 
rows  to  hira  since  Lambmas  1697,  and  that  the  said  Andrew  did  advance  1699."°"^ 
the  saids  annualrents  to  save  the  royall  borrows  from  the  danger  of  furder  Act  in  favour 
quartering,  seing  the  committie  of  the  royall  borrows  for  the  tyme  did  My^e'touiTof 
undertake  to  the  lord  chancellor  and  other  lords  of  the  thesaurie  that  the  C^oggar. 
annualrent  should  be  as  well  payd  as  the  principall  summ  .  .  .  lykeas  the 
lords  commissioners  of  the  thesaurie,  by  ther  act  of  the  date  the  I7th  day 
of  February  1699  years,  doe  appoint  Captain  Andrew  Mertoun  to  forbear 
dilligence  against  the  royall  borrows  untill  Aprile  next,  and  that  he  furth- 
with  remove  the  parties  quartering  of  the  ten  pound  untill  then,  and  that 
at  that  tyme  the  annualrents  be  payd  with  the  principall,  [the  convention 
ordained  the  agent  to  pay  £600  Scots  in  full  payment  of  all  annualrents 
to  this  date.] 

Contract  betwixt  the  Magistrates  of  Forras  and  the  Sheriff  of  Moray, 
ratefied  by  the  4 2d  act  of  the  General  Convention  in  July  1698. 

At  Forras  the  20th  day  of  Februarie  1696  yeares,  it  is  appointed, 
aggreed,  and  finally  endit  betuixt  the  honourable  pairties  wnderwrittin,  they 
are  to  say,  Alexander  Dunbar  of  Westfield,  heritable  shirreff  of  Murray, 
comonly  called  the  shirrefFdome  of  Elgine  and  Forres,  and  als  the  herret- 
able  proprietor  of  the  milnes  of  Forras,  miln  lands,  multures,  sucken, 
sequells,  thirlage  and  pertinents  thereof,  on  the  one  pairt,  and  John  Brodie, 
elder,  Thomas  Alves,  John  Brodie,  younger,  Thomas  Forsyth,  baillies ;  John 
Collie,  dean  of  gild  and  theasaurer;  Patrick  Nicolson,  Gilbert  Smith,  George 
Findlay,  William  Laird,  Archibald  Findlay,  Alexander  Sutter,  James  Eoy, 
William  Barron,  persones  presentlie  upon  the  councill  of  the  said  burgh, 
for  themselves,  their  own  rights  and  interests,  and  as  takeing  the  full 
burden  in  and  upon  them  for  the  wholle  inhabitants,  councill,  and  com- 
munity of  the  said  burgh,  present  and  to  come,  and  ther  successores  in 
place  and  office,  with  unanimous  and  uniform  advyce,  consent  and  assent 
of  all  and  one  another,  after  mature  deliberatione  and  consideratione  hade 
and  taken  be  them  anent  the  weell,  utility,  profeit,  peace,  and  advantage 
of  the  said  burgh,  foreseen  and  at  length  considered  in  the  comon  councill 
of  the  said  burgh,  specially  called  and  conveened  to  the  effect  wnderwrit- 
tine,  one  the  other  pairt,  in  manor,  form,  and  effect  followeing,  that  is  to 
say  : — Forasmeikle  as  the  said  Alexander  Dunbar  of  Westfield,  his  honour- 
able ancestors,  shirreffs  of  Murray,  aquired   to  them  ther  aires  and  sue- 
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EDiHBURGH.  cessores  the  heritabill  right  and  possession  of  the  milns  of  Elgine  called 
1699."^^'  the  old  milns,  with  the  pertinents  thereof,  lyand  within  the  paroch  of 
Elgine  and  Shireffdome  of  Murray  called  Elgine  and  Forras,  as  also  of  ane 
coble,  half  coble,  and  third  pairt  coble  salmond  fishing  upon  the  water  of 
Spey,  with  the  corffhouse  and  pertinents  thereto  belonging,  lyeing  within 
the  parochin  of  Urquhart  and  shirefdome  forsaid,  and  sicklyck  the  herret- 
able  and  irredeemable  right,  propertie,  and  possessione  of  the  milns  of 
Forres,  miLn  landes,  multurs,  suicken,  sequels,  thirlage,  and  pertinents  of 
the  samen,  lyand  within  the  parochin  of  Forras  and  shirrefdome  forsaid ; 
all  which  landes,  miln  lands,  fishing  and  pertinents  thereof,  lyand  in  maner 
respective  above  writtin,  were  of  old  mortified,  given,  granted,  and  dis- 
poned be  Alexander,  King  of  Scots,  to  the  order  of  the  friers  of  St 
Andrews  appoynted  to  serve  and  worship  God  in  the  Valley  of  Pluscarden, 
and  thairafter  confirmed  to  the  forsaid  ordor  by  David,  King  of  Scots,  as 
the  charters  and  rights,  made  and  granted  to  them  therupon  of  their 
respective  daits,  and  contents  in  themselves,  here  holden  as  for  exprest, 
brevitatis  causa,  at  more  length  bears  ;  be  vertue  of  the  which  rights  and 
possessione  sua  aquired  by  the  saids  shireffs  of  Murray  of  the  saids  milns 
of  Forras,  milne  lands,  multurs,  sucken,  sequels  and  pertinents  therof, 
lyand  in  maner  forsaid,  the  saids  shireffs  of  Murray  and  ther  successores 
from  tyme  to  tyme  successive  after  others  have  been  in  the  unquestion- 
able, undoubted,  and  uninterrupted  peaceable  right  and  possessione  of  the 
saids  milns  of  Forras  and  pertinents  of  the  same,  by  all  civill,  naturall, 
and  legall  deeds  of  right,  property,  and  possessione  past  all  memorie  of 
man  ;  and,  but  prejudice  of  the  generallytie  forsaid,  the  deceast  Alexander 
Dumbar  of  Cumnock,  shirrefF  of  Murray,  [on  6  June  1550  obtained 
a  decreet  before  the  magistrates  of  Forras  ordaining  the  whole  inhabitants 
to  keep  punctually  the  mills  possessed  by  him,  "  who  therupon  in  his  own 
behalf  and  the  priors  of  Pluscarden  took  and  required  act  and  instru- 
ment."] Lykas  the  said  shireffs  of  Murray  retained  the  right  and  posses- 
sione of  the  saids  milns  of  Elgine  called  the  old  milns,  and  of  the  said 
coble,  half  coble,  and  third  pairt  coble  salmond  fishing  upon  the  said 
water  of  Inverspey,  until  the  year  1586  that  diverse  and  sundrie  debeates 
and  questions  arose  theranent  tuixt  Alexander,  then  commendator  of 
Pluscarden,  and  James  Dumbar  of  Cumnock,  then  shirrefF  of  Murray ; 
which  controversies,  with  the  actions  then  persewed  and  depending  hinc 
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inde  therupon,  wes  be  both  the  saids  pairties  submitted  to  the  finall  Edinbcrqh. 
sentance  and  decteit  arbitrar  [of  Mr  John  Lindsay  of  Memure  and  Mr  1699."^"^' 
John  Grahame  of  Hallyeards,  two  of  the  senators  of  the  college  of  justice, 
with  concurrence  of  Sir  John  Maitland  of  Thirlestane,  knight,  principal 
secretary  of  state  for  the  time.  Conform  to  the  "  decreit  arbitrar,"  pronounced 
on  19th  January  1586,  James  Dunbar  renounced  all  right  he  or  his  pre- 
decessors had  to  the  old  mills  of  Elgin  and  fishing  in  the  Spey  in  favor  of 
the  commendator  or  prior  of  Pluscarden,  who  on  the  other  part,  with  con- 
sent of  his  convent,  by  charter  dated  1  March  1586,  disponed  to  the 
said  James  Dunbar  and  his  successors  the  said  half  coble  and  third 
part  of  a  coble  and  salmon  fishing  and  also  the  mills  of  Forras, 
multures,  sucken,  sequels  and  pertinents ;  all  which  rights  and  con- 
veyances of  the  mills  and  heritable  jurisdiction  and  office  of  heritable 
sheriff  of  Murray  are  now  established  in  the  person  of  Alexander 
Dunbar  of  Westfield  as  heir  of  his  father].  Be  vertew  whereof  the  said 
Alexander  Dumbar,  now  of  Westfeild,  clames  right  not  only  to  the 
jurisdictione  of  shirrefship  within  the  said  burgh  of  Forras,  and  over  the 
haill  inhabitants  therof  and  territories  of  the  samen,  and  to  the  profeits, 
deuties,  rights,  and  services  aryseing  therby,  as  a  pairt  of  his  herretable 
office  and  jurisdictione  of  shirrefship  of  Elgine  and  Forras,  but  also  to 
ane  yearly  fair  or  marcat  called  Saint  Laurens  day  holden  usually  within 
the  said  burgh  upon  the  tenth  day  of  August  yearly,  and  to  the  rights, 
privieledges,  liberties,  tolls,  custom  es,  and  casualitie  belonging  to  the 
said  yearly  fair  and  aryseing  therby,  and  in  lykmaner  to  ane  yearly 
deuty  formerly  in  use  of  payment  to  his  predecessores,  shirreffs  of  Murray, 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh  of  Forras  caUed  the  assyse  ale,  for 
which  he  and  his  predecessores  are  lyable  in  payment  of  three  powndes 
Scots  monie  yeirly  in  exchequer.  And  on  the  other  pairfc,  forasmeikle  as 
the  saids  provost,  baillies,  councill,  and  community  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Forras  and  ther  predecessores,  provosts,  councill,  and  comunity  of  the 
same,  hade  given  granted  and  disponed  to  them  and  their  predecessores, 
provost,  baillies,  councill  and  community  of  the  samen,  and  there  succes- 
sores  in  place  and  office,  by  the  kings  and  queens  of  Scotland,  the  rights, 
freedom,  privieledge,  and  liberty  of  ane  free  and  royall  burgh,  as  fully 
and  amply  as  any  other  frie  and  royall  burgh  within  this  kingdome,  with 
ane  yearly  free  fair  and  marcat  to  be  holden  be  them  within  the  said 
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w^lT^Bt"     l^urgh  upon  the  said  tenth  day  of  August  yeirly,  with  all  the  privieledges, 
1699.  liberties,  tolls,  custoraes,  and  casualities  belonging  therto  and  aryseing  therby, 

together  with  the  office  and  jurisdictione  of  shirretfs  within  themselves 
and  liberties  of  the  said  burgh  over  the  wholl  inhabitants  therof,  with  all 
privieledges,  lies,  casualities  and  emoluments   aryseing  be  the  said   office 
and  freedom  of  the  exercise  therof  within  the  boundes  and   territories  of 
the  said  burgh,  and   specially  be  ane   chartour   made   and   gi-anted   by 
James  the  Fourth,  King  of  Scotland,  to  them  and   their  predecessors  in 
place  and  office,  under  his  Majesties  great  seall,  daitit  the  twentie  third 
day  of  Junij   one  thousand  four  hundreth  and   nyntie  six  yeares,  which 
hes  been  ratified  and   confirmed  by  the  Kings  and  Queens  of  Scotland, 
and  als  in  the  parliament  of  this  kingdome,  diverse  tymes  since  the  grant- 
ing thereofif ;  by  vertew  whereof  they  and  their  predecessores  have  been 
retaineing   the  possessione  and   exercise   of  shirrefFs  within  themselves ; 
quherby  diverse  and  sundrie  debates  and  controversies  hath  arysen  tuixt 
them  and  the  shirreffs  of  Murray,  prejudiciall  to  both  pairties  ;  for  prevent- 
ing whereof  in   tyme   comeing,  and  for   obviating   and  removeing   of  aU 
ground  of  debate  and  controversie  that  can  or  may  aryse  tuixt  the  saids 
pairties  anent  the  premisses  or  any  pairt  thereof,  and  that  not  soe  much 
as  the  seed  of  pley  may  remain  to  foster,  keep  up,  or  maintain  the  seed  of 
stryff  and  contention  be  either  pairty  against  the  other  toutching  any  of 
ther  rights  and  entressis  generally  and  specially  above  specified,  but  one 
the  other  contrair,  to  the  effect  both  pairties,  may  leive  together  in  peace, 
unity,  and  concord,  without   the   least   incroachment   of  the   one   pairtie 
upon  the  others  rights,  privieledges,  liberties,  intrests,  and  jurisdiction  for 
the  future,  both  the  saides  pairties,  after  mature  deliberatione  and  serious 
consideratione  hade  and  taken  be  aU  of  them  together  and  als  sewerallie 
and  apairt  be  themselves   toutching  their  respective  rights  and  intrestes 
in    the    premissis,    and     their    weell,    utility,    and    profeit,    peace     and 
advantage  allwayes  forseen   and  considered,  they  have,  with  one  mutuall 
and  uniform  advyce,  counsell,  consent,  and  assent,  and  with  the  speciall 
advyce  and  councill  of  their  neirest  freinds  and  neighbours,  entered  into  the 
mutuall  contract  and  aggreement  underwrittin,  to  be  and  remain  as  a  stand- 
ing rule  and  march  stone  ad  perpetuam  7vmanentiam  tuixt  them  and  their 
airs  and  successores  in  right,  place  and  office,  over  and  beyond  which  the 
one  of  them  shall  nowayes  come  or  incrotch  upon  the  others  .right,  privie- 
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ledge  and  jurisdictione  in  any  tyme  comeing,  in  maner  and  in  the  termes  Edinburgh. 
followeing,  viz.  : — [The  said  Alexander  Dunbar  for  himself  and  his  succes-  1699. 
sors  renounced  all  right  not  only  to  the  jurisdiction  and  office  of  sheriffship 
within  and  over  the  burgh  of  Forras,  burgesses,  inhabitants  and  indwellers 
within  the  same  and  territorities  and  bounds  thereof,  with  all  privileges 
and  emoluments,  but  also  to  the  market  and  yearly  fair  called  St 
Laurences  day,  or  to  the  freedoms,  liberties,  tolls,  customs,  profits,  duties, 
and  emoluments  pertaining  thereto  ;  together  also  with  the  duty  called 
the  "  assyse  ale  "  or  to  any  yearly  duty  in  use  of  payment  for  the  same. 
For  which  causes  and  on  the  other  part  the  town  council  of  Forres,  for 
themselves  and  on  behalf  of  the  community,  bound  themselves]  to  furnish 
and  affoord  Alexander  Dumbar  off  Westfeild  and  his  aires  and  successores, 
shirreffs  of  Murray,  and  their  deputs  in  place  and  office,  sufficient  prison 
houses  and  warding  places  and  guairds  and  assyssers  at  all  occations 
necessare  as  they  shall  be  by  him  and  his  forsaides  therunto  required, 
and  als  to  doe  and  perform  to  him  and  them  all  such  other  deuties  and 
requisits  as  other  burghs  within  the  kingdome,  shirreffs  within  themselves, 
does  or  performes  to  the  shirreff  principalis  of  shirres  or  their  deputs  in 
lyke  cases,  the  same  being  moderately  made  use  of  at  such  tymes  and 
dyets  as  he  and  his  forsaids,  and  their  forsaides  deputs  shall  find  the 
same  necesar  and  requisit.  And  moreover  the  saides  magistrates  and 
councill,  finding  by  their  own  records  and  documents  extracted  furth  thereof 
in  manner  forsaid,  and  be  the  constant  use  and  practise  of  their  predeces- 
sores  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh  tyme  out  of  minde  and  past  all 
memory  of  man,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh  and  territories  thereof 
have  been  still  in  use  and  constant  custome  of  bringing  their  corn  of  all  kynd 
of  grain  to  the  saides  milns  of  Forras  and  grinding  the  samen  therat  as  a 
pairt  of  the  thirlage  and  sucken  thereof  and  paying  the  ordinary  fies  and 
deuties  therfore  according  to  use  and  vont,  and  it  being  most  just  and 
reasonable  they  and  their  predecessors  should  containow  in  the  constant 
use  and  practise  thereof  and  not  abstract  therfrae  herafter,  therfore,  and, 
but  any  hurt,  prejudice,  or  derogatione  to  the  said  use,  vont  and  custome 
and  practice  above  specifeit,  or  innovatione  thereof  in  any  sort,  but  in 
farther  eorroboratione  of  the  samen  accumulando  jura  juribus,  the  said 
provost,  baillies,  and  councill  of  the  said  burgh  of  Forras  [thirled  and 
astricted  themselves  and  the  said  burgh,  and  whole  community  and  inha- 
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'in  bound  sucken"  to  the  said  Alexander  Dumbar's  mills  of  Forras, 


Edinburgh.      i,;j.„„x„ 
10  Augiist        bitants, 

1699. and  bound  themselves  to  bring  their  corn   and  grain  to  be  ground  there, 

for  payment  of  the  multures  and  duties,  and  on  the  other  conditions  men- 
tioned in  the  contract.] 


Edinbueqh. 
2  July  1700. 

Sederunt. 


Geneeal  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  James  Maclurge,  dean  of  gild,  Gidion  Eliot,  conveener ;  Perth, 
George  Oliphant ;  Pundie,  John  Scrimsour ;  Aberdeen,  Thomas  Mitchell ; 
Stirline,  Mr  Francis  Neaper ;  Lithgow,  Walter  Stewart ;  St  Andrews,  James 
Mores  ;  Glasgow,  John  Andersons  ;  Air,  John  Mure  ;  Hadingfcowne,  Alexander 
Edgar  ;  Dyssart,  Alexander  Swinton  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Henry  Millar ;  Montross, 
James  Milne  ;  Coupar,  Thomas  Bethone  ;  Enster  Eister,  Captain  Philp  Enster  ; 
Dumfreise,  Robert  Johnstoune;  Inverness,  Alexander  Duff;  Bruntislaud,  Alex- 
ander Gedd  ;  Innerkeithing,  Eobert  Baird  ;  Kinghorn,  William  Smeitton ; 
Breichen,  Alexander  Young  ;  Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Cuninghame  ;  Jedburgh, 
Walter  Scot ;  Kirkcudbright,  James  Gordon  ;  Wigtown e,  William  Coultrane  ; 
Dumfermling,  Mr  James  Hamilton  ;  Pittenweem,  George  Smith  ;  Selkirk,  Mr 
John  Murray ;  Dumbartoun,  Sir  James  Smolet ;  Rhenfrew,  Ooline  Campble  ; 
Dunbar,  Robert  Fae ;  Lanerk,  Archibald  Simpsone ;  Aberbrothock,  Patrick 
Steiven ;  Elgine,  James  Stewart ;  Peebles,  Eobert  Forrester  ;  Craill,  George 
Moncreiff ;  Tayne,  William  Ross  ;  Culross,  John  Adam  ;  Bamff,  John  Mark  ; 
Whythorn,  David  Stewart ;  ForfFar,  Charles  Dicksone  ;  Rothesay,  Dougall 
Stewart ;  Forras,  Mr  William  Brodie  ;  Rutherglen,  John  Scot  ;  Northberwick, 
Archibald  Lauder;  Cullen,  Sir  John  Hamiltone;  Laudei',  George  Lauder;  Kintoir, 
Mr  Robert  Patersone  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnstoune  ;  Lochmaben,  William 
Menzies  ;  Galloway,  David  French  ;  Kilrennie,  Alexander  Stevinsone  ;  Fortrose, 
Daniel  Simpsone ;  Dornoch,  Sir  Adam  Gordone ;  Queensfsrrie,  Sir  William  Hamil- 
tonn  ;  Innerara,  Eugh  Brown  ;  Innerurie,  Mr  Robert  Forbes  ;  Stanraer,  William 
Macteir  ;   (seven  burghs  absent). 


Preses. 

Revising  com- 
missions. 
Commissions 
approved. 
Alleadgianoe 
and  assurance. 
Every  assessor 
to  qualify  be- 
fore they  sitt. 


2  July  1700. 

1.  George  Home  of  Kello,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions. 

3.  Approved  ot  the  commissions. 

4.  Oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  assurance  subscribed. 

5.  The  conventione  enacts,  statuts,  and  ordains  that  such  assessores  as 
shall  in  absence  of  each  commissioner  supply  his  place  in  either  generall 
or  particular  conventiones  shall  befor  he  sitt  or  have  vote  qualifie  himself 
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by  takeing  the  said  oath  of  alleadgiance  to  his  Majestie  and  subscryve  the  Edinburgh. 
assurance.  — ^LL_i — L 


4  July  1700. 

6.  Appointed  a  general  committee  to  consider  the  missive  and  all  other  things  Oenerall 
that  shall  be  remitted  to  them.  comity. 

7,  8.   Having  considered  petitions  from  the  burghs  of  Dumfreise  and  Dum-  Dumfreise 
bartoune,  the  commissioners  appointed  committees  to  visit  them  and  report  as  to  Dumbartoun. 
their  common  good,  trade,  and  public  woi-ks. 


6  July  1700. 

9.  Anent  the  supplicatione  given  in  to  the  conventione  by  Ronald  Campietoun 
Campble,  writer  to  the  signet,  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  provost,  baillies, 
councill,  and  comunity  of  the  burgh  of  Campbeltoune,  desireing  the  said 
burgh  to  be  enrolled  among  the  free  royall  burghs  of  this  kingdome,  con- 
form to  ther  chartour  of  erectione  granted  to  them  by  his  Majesty  King 
William,  daited  at  Kensingtoun  the  nynteen  day  of  Apryll  last  bye  past, 
presently  produced  to  the  generall  conventione,  the  saides  commissionars 
of  borrowes  baveing  considered  the  samen,  and  after  mature  deliberatione 
hade  on  the  said  matter,  accepts,  inrolls,  admitts  and  receaves  the  said 
burgh  of  Campbeltoune  into  the  fellowship  number  and   societie   of  the 
free  royall  borrows  of  this  kingdome,  conform  to  ther  said  chartour  of 
erection,  and  ordains  them  to  have  place  in  all  conventiones  generall  and 
particular  according  to  this  present  inroUment  and  noe  otherwayes,  and 
appoynts  them  to  be  warned  therto  conform  to  the  ordour  used  in  such 
caices,  and  ordains  the  said  burgh  to  send  with  ther  commissioner  to  the 
nixt  generall  convention  ther  approbatione,  bond  and  obleidgement  for 
keeping  of  all  generall  and  particular  conventiones  whereunto  they  shall 
be  warned,  and  for  obeying,  fullfilling,  and  performeing  of  all  acts  and 
ordinances  of  borrowes  made  or  to  be  made  and  for  governeing  them- 
selves accordingly,  and  for  bearing  all  such  burdens  as  shall  be  imposed 
upon  them  by  the  rest  of  the  borrowes  according  to  ther  proportione  of 
the  taxt  roll,   and,    lastly,  in  assisting  and  maintaining  the  rest  of  the 
borrowes  in  ther  just  liberties  and  privieledges  according  to  tlier  power 
and  abilitie ;  whereunto  the  said  Ronald  Campble,  in  name  and  behalf  of 
2  2  p 
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6  j™i''™oo'  ''^^^  ®^^*^  provost,  baillies,  councill  and  comunity  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Cam  letonn  Campbeltoune,  consented  and  aggreed  to  and  took  instruments  upon  the 
enrolled.  premissis,  and  band  and  obleidged  him  in  name  and  behalf  forsaid  for  send- 

ing of  the  forsaid  bond  to  the  said  nixt  generall  convention,  and  for  per- 
formance of  the  haill  premissis,  subscryved  thir  presents,  at  Edinburgh,  the 
(blank)  day  of  July  instant.      EoN.  Campbell. 

Douglas,factor.         10.  Agreed  to  the  admission  of  James  Douglas,  merchant  in  Edinburgh,  to 

be  a  factor  at  the  staple  port  of  Campheir. 
TaxtroU.  \\    Continued  the  present  tax  roll  unaltered  till  next  general  convention. 

List  of  burghs  12.   The  conventiono  haveing  considered  the  comities  report  anent 

regaimr''  the  thretie  seventh  article  of  the  misive,  they  appoint  each  royall  burgh 
to  give  in  a  trew  list  of  such  burghs  of  barronies,  regalities,  and  other 
unfree  places,  as  trades  by  export  and  import  within  ther  sewerall  pre- 
cints,  and  of  ther  sewerall  trads,  and  what  quotas  they  may  pay  of  the 
taxt  roll  for  the  benefeit  of  ther  unfree  trads,  and  such  burghs  as  cannot 
presently  give  in  such  lists  that  they  give  in  the  same  betuixt  and  the 
nynth  day  of  Jully  instant,  to  the  end  the  lords  and  others  of  the  commis- 
sione  of  trade  may  be  acquainted  thereof. 

9  July  1700. 

Master  of  con-         13.  On  the  supplication  of  John  Gordon,  late  bailie  of  Aberdeen,  the  con- 
serjorie  house,  vention  admitted  him  to  be  master  of  the  conserjorie  house  at  Campheir. 
Stewart.factor.         14.  The  convention  agreed  to  the  admission  of  Robert  Stewart,  merchant  in 

Roterdam,  to  be  a  factor  at  Campheir. 
Staple  factors.  15.  Having  heard  complaints  against  several  factors  residing  at  Campheer, 

the  convention  ordained  "  that  ther  be  be  noe  additione  given  to  any  factors 

whatsomever  for  answeiing  bills  att  Roterdam  more  then  ther  ordinar  provisions 

of  two  and  ane  half  per  cent." 

Allowing  £300  16.  The  convention  haveing  heard  and  considered  the  report  of  the 
to  Edmburg  .  p^j^jj^^y  anent  the  representatione  given  in  by  the  good  towne  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  that  the  alteratione  of  the  present  taxt  roll  is  delayed  to  be 
taken  wnder  consideratione  till  Jully  j™  vij"  and  one,  therfor  they  appoint 
Mr  John  Buchan,  ther  agent,  to  pay  the  good  towne  the  sowme  of  three 
hundreth  pounds  sterline  mony  as  a  small  gratuity  in  consideration  of 
ther  loss  and  damnadges,  to  be  payed  conforme  to  the  present  taxt  roll, 
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and  containowes  the  caice  and  conditione  of  the  good  toun  to  be  con-  edinbukgh. 
sidered  as  a  head  of  the  nixt  generall  missive  for  ane  ease  of  the  taxt  ^  -^"^y  ^^°°- 
roll. 

17.  Eatified  and  confirmed  to  John  Somervail  in  Leidingtowne,  faobor  for  Taok  of  Had- 
the  Earl  of  Dysart,  and  William  Macoall,  late  provost  of  Hadingtoune,  "  and  j,^8'*™^<=  ™"'^ 
ther  aires  and  assignayes  of  noe  higher  degree  then  themselves,"  a  taok  granted 
by  the  town  council  of  Hadingtowne  of  the  town's  common  corn  mills  and  kiln 
and  ofiice  of  master  miller  of  these  corn  mills  called  the  West  Mill,  and  the  East 
or  Kirk  Mill,  with  ther  common  walk  mill  and  houses  thereto  belonging,  together 
with  the  easter  haugh  of  the  said  burgh,  and  with  thirlage,  commodities,  and 
privileges  thereto  belonging,  and  that  for  the  space  of  nineteen  years  from  Mar- 
tinmas last,  for  the  yearly  payment  of  3670  marks  Scots  of  taok  duty. 

18.  Anent  the  petition  given  in  to  the  generall  conventione  by  the  Dundie,  dis- 
provost,  baillies,  town  councill,  and  deacons  of  crafts  of  the  burgh  of  lands  of  Kirk- 
Dundie,  mentioneing  that  the  said  burgh,  amongst  other  lands,  hes  pur-  *°™^'^- 
chast  a  right  to  the  superiority  of  the  lands  of  Kirktowne  from  the  Earle 
of  Lauderdale,  holden  few  by  them  of  the  Marqueis  of  Douglas,  and  of 
them  blench  by  the  heretor  thereof,  and  they  haveing  applyed  to  the 
Marqueis  of  Douglas  and  his  commissionars  for  receaveing  them  vassalls 
in  the  saids  lands,  they  absolutly  refused  to  doe  the  same  unless  they 
payed  a  far  greater  compositione  then  ever  they  wold  reap  benefeit 
therby,  in  regaird  of  ther  being  a  comunity,  soe  that  the  supperior  would 
loss  the  benefeit  of  entries  in  all  tyme  comeing,  and  seeing  they  could 
propose  noe  advantage  but  rather  loss  if  they  should  enter  themselves  by 
the  Marqueis  of  Douglas,  because  there  is  only  a  blench  duty  payable  to 
them  furth  of  the  saides  lands,  creavand  therfor  that  the  conventione 
would  be  pleased  to  authorize  the  saids  magistrats  to  sell  and  dispone  the 
supperiority  of  the  saids  lands  of  Kirktowne  to  the  present  heretor  of 
the  samen  or  any  other  persone  they  shall  think  fitt  and  to  ratifie  the  dis- 
positione  thairof  alreadie  made  by  them,  as  the  petition  bears  ;  which 
being  considered  by  the  conventione  they  [ratified  and  confirmed  the  dis- 
position granted  by  the  magistrates  of  Dundie  in  favor  of  John  Scrimsour 
of  Kirktowne  of  the  superiority  of  these  lands.] 

19.   Having  considered  a  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Kinghorn,  craving  a  supply  King-horn. 
for  the  building  of  their  harbour,  the  convention  appointed  a  committee  to  visit 
the  pier  and  report  their  opinion. 
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Oj'ulTfTtw'  2^-   Gilbert  Stewart,  factor  at  Campheir,  gave  in  the  dimission  of  Iiis  office 

Demission,        of  factory  wliich  was  accepted, 

Stewart,  fao-  21.   The  convention  having  considered  the  contract  and  agreement  between 

„  ■  ,  ,  Glasgow  and  Dumbartoun  which  these  burghs  desire  to  be  ratified,  they  instracted 
tween  Glasgow  the  clei-k  to  record  the  contract  with  their  ratification  after  the  dissolving  of  this 
and  Dumbar-     convention. 

Pantoim  22.  Renewed  the  act  of  admission  of  Robert  Pantoun  to  be  a  factor  at  Cam- 

factor,  pheir  and  received  obligation  by  his  cautioners. 

Elgine,  pier.  23.  Appointed  the  agent  to  make  payment  to  the  burgh  of  Elgine  of  200 

marks  towards  the  building  of  a  pier  at  the  mouth  of  the  Lossie,  "  the  samen 

being  a  generall  concern  of  the  borrowes." 

Comity  to  visit  24.  Anent  the  petition  given  in  by  the  commissionar  for  the  town  of 
""^^  '  Jedburgh  to  the  conventione,  mentioneing  that  where  it  is  verie  weell 
knowen  to  the  conventione  that  the  said  town  of  Jedburgh  payed  only 
seaventeen  shillings  in  the  taxt  roll  till  Jully  j™  vj°  and  nynty  seaven 
yeares,  and  then  the  generall  conventione  at  Perth  added  nyne  shillings 
of  farder  burden,  which  was  suppriseall  and  matter  of  admiratione  not 
only  to  the  said  towne  of  Jedburgh  but  to  all  the  neighbours  that  knew 
the  conditione  of  the  samen,  and  they  haveing  groaned  wilder  the  said 
unsupporteable  burden  these  three  years  bygone  and  haveing  got  no  help 
nor  releiff  they  were  forced  to  contract  debt,  nor  is  the  said  burgh  able  to 
bear  the  publict  burdens  and  soe  may  expect  to  be  exhausted  totally  by 
pairties  quartering  upon  them  except  the  conventione  take  some  present 
course  for  giveing  some  help  whereby  they  may  be  in  condition  to  sub- 
sist till  the  nixt  year  that  the  taxt  roll  be  altered,  creaveand  therfor  that 
the  conventione  would  be  pleased  to  take  the  premissis  to  ther  serious 
consideration  and  allow  some  releiff,  that  the  utter  mine  of  the  said  burgh 
of  Jedburgh  may  be  prevented,  as  the  petition  beares  ;  which  being  con- 
sidered by  the  conventione  they  appoint  the  caice  and  conditione  of  the 
said  burgh  of  Jedburgh,  together  with  ther  visitation,  to  be  a  head  of  the 
nixt  generall  missive  for  geting  ane  ease  in  the  taxt  roll. 
Conserjorie  25.   The  Convention  statu ts  and  ordains  that  in  all  tyme  comeing  ther 

shall  be  no  exactione  by  the  present  conservator  or  any  succeeding  him  in 
the  said  office  from  the  master  of  the  conserjorie  house  at  Campheir,  and 
hereby  rescinds  all  acts  of  borrowes  in  the  contrair,  and  appoints  the 
present  maister  of  the  conserjorie  house  to  sell  all  his  wines  and  beir  a 
fourth  pairt  less  then  it  gives  in  Dutch  houses  at  Campheir. 


house. 
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26.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Wliythorn  and  to  re])ort  as  Edinburgh. 
to  their  common  good  and  trade.  9  July  1700. 

27.  Having  considered  the  committee's  report  anent  the  debates  between  the  c^nslrvator 
conservator  and   Robert   Panton,  factor  in   Campheir,  the  convention  appointed  and  Patitoua. 
that  there  should  be  a  mutual  discharge  between  the  parties  of  each  others  claims. 

28.  The  consei'vator  and  Robert  Pantoun,  in  obedience  to  the  foregoing  act,  Mutuall  dis- 
discharged  each  other  of  «  all  claggs,  claitoes,  debaits,  contraversies,  playes,  and  tweefoonser- 
processes  for  whatsomever  cause  or  occatione  bygone  preceeding  the  dait  heirof."  '^ator  and 

29.  The  conventione  haveing    considered   sevsrerall   representationes  Act  TiTnt 
given  in  to  them  against  the  lord  conservator,  wherein  they  have  not  now  o»°^'^"''t°''- 
tyme  to  enquyre  and  to  make  snch  scrutinie  as  were  necessarie  in  ordor 

to  ane  decisione,  doe  therfor  think  fitt  to  pass  over  the  samen,  but  declaire 
that  in  caice  any  complaints  shal  be  offered  and  instructed  against  him 
for  heireifter  that  the  conventione  will  proceed  against  the  said  conservator 
as  the  merits  of  the  cause  shall  require,  and  in  the  mean  tyme  recomendes 
to  him  that  he  may  use  all  dew  methods  to  keep  the  staple  port  both  as 
to  merchants  and  factores  in  peace  and  queit  and  that  non  may  have  just 
cause  to  complaine. 

30.  [Referring  to  the  third  article  of  the  staple  contract,  the  conven-  Saimondand 
tion  agreed  to]  wryt  to  the  magistrats  of  Campheir  that  notwithstanding  l^^iTla\i)T' 
of  the  said  third  article  that  all  salmond  coraeing  to  Campheir  at  any  tyme  P"''*'' 

befor  the  first  of  November  yeirly  after  they  make  offer  thereof  and  stay- 
ing only  eight  dayes  therafter  may  goe  to  any  other  place,  and  that  all 
stockens  comeing  to  Campheir  in  caice  ther  be  no  seal  therfor  may  be 
transported  within  fourteen  dayes  therafter  to  any  other  place. 

30a..   [Appointed  a  committee  to  meet]  after  disolveing  this  conven- Comitio  to  sitt 
tion  and  to  wryt  answers  to  the  sewerall  letteres  sent  to  the  conventione  iu^•conveu- 
by  the  states  of  Zeland,  magistrats  of  Campheir  and  Mr  Ryx,  as  also  to  *'°'^''' 
take  wnder  ther  consideration  the  deficiencie  of  the  two  hundreth  and 
eighteen  pownd,  sterline,  yeit  resting  of  Andrew  Myrtowns  fyve  hundreth 
pownds,  sterline,  by  the  unfreetraders,  and  to  call  befor  them  Mr  Ruther- 
foord,  collector  appointed  for  that  effect,  and  to  examine  what  is  deficient 
thereof  soe  as  to  make  what  is  resting  effectwall,  as  also  if  they  think  fitt 
to  imploy  lawiers  and  debait  ther  right,  and  use  ther  outmost  endeavours 
to  remove  the  quartering,  and  if  need  beis  to  appoint  Mr  John  Buchan, 
ther  agent,   to  pay  the  said  sowme,  and  to  ordain   quartering   upon  all 
deficient,  and  inquir  how  the  former  quartering  was  taken  of;   to  meet  at 
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Edinbttboh.     Edinburgh,  Tuesday  nixt,  being  the  sexteenth  instant,  and  to  adjourn 

— ^ ^  themselves  from  tyme  to  tyme  as  they  see  cause. 

staple  factors.  31.  The  Convention,  considering  that  thair  are  sewerall  complaints 
against  the  staple  factors  residing  at  Campheir  for  trading  in  staple  goodes 
contrair  to  the  act  of  thair  admissione  and  tlie  sewerall  acts  of  borrowes, 
doe  therfor  discharge  all  factors  resideing  at  Campheir  from  tradeing  in 
staple  goodes,  with  certificatione  if  they  faillie  that  they  shall  be  proceeded 
against  by  the  conventione  and  ipso  facto  deprived  of  ther  office,  and 
heirby  revives  all  acts  and  statutes  dischargeing  factors  to  trade  in  staple 
goodes,  and  as  to  what  concernes  Mr  Eobert  Pantons  wyfes  renounciatione 
the  convention  delayes  any  prosecutione  in  that  affair  untill  they  give 
further  ordors  theranent. 

Suppiioatione  32.  The  conventione  haveing  considered  the  supplicatione  to  be  given 

fra  "trade.  ""^  in  by  them  to  the  lords  and  others  of  the  commissione  appointed  for 
regulatione  of  trade,  they  approve  thereof  and  appoynts  the  same  to  be 
recorded,  whereof  the  tenor  followes  :^Unto  the  right  honorabill  the  lords 
and  others  of  the  commission  for  the  unfree  trade,  the  supplicatione  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  royall  borrowes  to  this  present  generall  conventione,  hum- 
bly sheweth — That  where  your  petitioners  haveing  hade  ane  act  of  parlia- 
ment made  in  ther  favours  for  releiveing  them  often  pounds  of  the  taxt  roll 
from  the  unfree  traders  of  this  kingdome  for  the  space  of  fyve  yeirs  now- 
bygone,  and  by  ane  act  of  the  last  session  of  parliament  his  Majestiewes 
graciously  pleased  to  nominat  ane  commissione  for  adjusting  whatpropor- 
tione  the  unfree  traders  should  bear  of  the  taxt  roll  for  tyme  comeing, 
conforme  whereunto  your  lordships  being  nominat  for  that  effect  have  hade 
sewerall  meetings  and  given  your  decreit  and  sentance  as  to  bygones 
preceeding  Candlemas  1699,  and  seeing  the  convention  of  borrowes  can- 
not proceed  to  determine  the  alteratione  of  ther  taxt  roll  untill  your 
lordship  be  pleased  first  to  determine  the  quota  payable  be  the  unfree 
traders  and  what  proportione  they  will  accept  of  and  pay  of  the  taxt  roll, 
soe  as  by  the  proportion  the  unfree  traders  payes  of  the  taxt  roll  the  royall 
borrowes  will  be  able  to  releive  such  of  thair  number  as  groans  and  desires 
to  be  releived  of  thair  heavie  proportione  of  the  present  taxt  roll,  may 
it  therfor  please  your  lordships  to  take  the  premissis  to  your  serious  con- 
sideratione,  and  with  your  first  convenience  to  determine  the  sewerall 
quotas  payable  by  the  unfree  traders,  otherwayes  that  your  lordships  would 
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be  pleased  to  reject  thair  offers  and  allow  the  royall  borrows  to  proceed  Edinbubgh. 

agaiust  them  conform  to  the  severall  acts  of  parliament  and  acts  of  bor-      "^ — 

rows  anent  tmfree  traders. 

33.  The  conventione  recomends  to  the  commissi onars  of  parliament  Shipping, 
who  represents  the  sewerall  burghs  of  this  kingdome  that  they  use  ther  orknay  butter. 
outmost  endeavours  in  tyme  comeing  to   discharge  John  Adairs  and  Mr 
Fletchers  dewes  upon  shipping,  and  the  great  greivance  of  Evan  Macgrigor 

and  his  pairtners  manufactorie  of  broad  cairds,  and  that  the  weight  of 
Orknay  butter  be  regulat  to  two  hunder  weight  neat  each  barrell,  and 
appoints  the  agent  to  concurr  with  and  assist  therein. 

34.  Ordained  that  if  the  lord  conservatov  has  uplifted  any  dues  on  com  since  Conservator, 
the  prohibition  he  should  refund  the  same.  '^'^'^^  °°  ''°™" 

35.  Appointed  reports  of  visitations  of  several  burghs  to  be  a  head  of  next  Visitations  of 
general  missive.  '^^  **' 

36.  Having  considered  a  petition  of  Archibald   Sympsone,  bailie  of  Lanark,  Archibald 
mentioning  that  his  goods  have  been  arrested  by  the  clerk  of  Borrowatounness,  goodrarrested 
for  £5  sterling  imposed  on  him  for  unfree  trade  though  he  is  an  actual  residenter  in  Borrow- 
in    Lanark,  the   convention   appointed  the   agent  to  assist  him  on  the  general  ^  °"'""'''^- 
expenses  of  the  burghs,  "  with   this  proviso  iff  he  be  found  guiltie  of  ordinarie 
retaining  in  smalls  or  keeping  of  open  shope  in  Borrowstounness,  in  that  caice 

that  he  refound  the  agent  what  shall  be  expended  in  the  cause." 

37.  Renewed  the  act  of  admission  of  John  Hamilton  to  be  factor  at  Cam-  Hamiltoune, 
1     .         1       c         1  , .  factor. 

pheu'  who  lound  caution. 

38.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Rothesay  and  report  as  to  Rothesay, 
their  common  good  and  trade. 

39.  Approved  of  the  agents  account  of  disbursements  from  Jully  1699  to  Agents  ac- 
Jully  1700,  extending  to  £18,138,  10s.  4d.  Scots,  and  ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  proven, 
their  proportions.      The  following  items  are  contained  in  the  accounts: — 

Item,  to  the  Gazetier,  .  .  .  .  .       £360     0     0 

Item,  to  the  Affrican  Company,  .  .  .  .        1864     2     0 

Item,  to  the  lord  chancellors  servants  of  drink  mony  when  the 

borrows  went  to  visit  him  last  conventione,  .  .  17      8      0 

Item,  to  my  lord  secretaries   Seafield  and  Carmichaels  and  the 

Earle  of  Annandals  servants  at  that  tyme,  .  .  29     0     0 

Item,  to  coach  hyres  the  tyme  of  the  last  conventiones  in  goeing 

to   the    abbay    to    visit    the    Chancellor    Annandale,    the 

secretaries,  and  soliciting  other  bussines  then  and  since,      .  20      0      0 

Item,  to  consulting  my  lord  advocat  for  draweing  the  proclama- 

tione  anent  the  unfree  traders,  to  him  and  servants,  .  39    17      0 


Buchan. 
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Edinbukoh.      Item,  to  printing  misive  and  wryting  advertisements  to  the  haill 
9  July  1700.  borrows  giveing  accompt  of  Andrew  Miretouns  mony  befor 

Agents  it  was  payable,    .  .  .  .  .  •  14    10      0 

approTOn  ^*''™'  *°  postage  of  letteres  from  the  conservator  anent  the  bor- 

rowes,  and    from    severall    borrowes  with   reports  of    the 
unfree  traders  and  other  bussines,  .  .  .  18      0      0 

Gordon, factor.  40.   Eenewed  the  act  of  admission  of  John  Gordon,  factor  in  Campheir,  who 

found  caution. 
Perth.  41.   Appointed  the  agent  "  to  concun-  with  and  assist  the  burgh   of  Perth 

against  John  Ogilvie,  bailly  of  the  regality  of  Coupar  of  Angus,  for  imposeing 

dewes  upon  ther  inhabitants  for  unfree  trade. 
Act  in  favours  43.  deferring  to  the  4th  act  of  convention  dated  24th  Mai-ch  1697  and  the 

of  Mr  John        15th  act  dated  19th  November  1697,  and  John  Buchan  having  repaid  both  sums 

advanced  to  him,  the  convention  "  declair  that  the  said  Mr  John  Buchan,  tlier 

agent,  hes  releived  the  royall  borrowes  of  ther  said  cautionry  for  the  forsaids  two 

sowmes  of  twenty  thousand  marks,  annualrents  and  penaltie,  contained   in   the 

saids  two  bonds  and  acts  of  borrowes." 

Petition  ancnt  44.  Ther  being  ane  petition  read  in  presence  of  the  conventions  for 
^ ''°"  ■  stoping  the  exportation  of  wooll,  wherof  the  tenor  followes  ;  Unto  the 
right  honorable  my  lord  chancellor  and  the  lords  of  his  Majesties  theasaurie 
and  exchequer,  the  supplicatione  of  the  commissioners  of  the  royall  burghs 
to  this  present  generall  conventione,  humbly  sheweth, — That  notwith- 
standing of  the  good  lawes  made  against  exportatione  of  v?ooll  furth  of 
this  realme,  yeit  the  same  hes  been  exported  and  is  dayly  exported  to  the 
ruine  of  the  manufactors  of  this  nation  and  the  starveing  many  poor 
people  that  leived  by  the  manufacturing  of  the  wooll,  therfor  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  royall  borrowes  presently  conveened  in  thair  generall  con- 
ventione doe  make  thair  most  humble  and  earnest  address  to  your 
lordships,  as  the  proper  judges  to  whom  the  execution  of  the  laws  is 
incumbent,  to  make  strick  inquire  into  the  exportatione  of  all  wooll  soe 
contrair  to  law,  and  to  prosecut  the  transgressores  and  all  person es  acces- 
sory therto  conforme  to  law,  and  your  lordships  would  be  pleased  to  enquire 
and  authorize  his  Majesties  advocat  to  prosecut  them  accordingly  without 
delay,  especially  seeing  wee  are  informed  that  the  transgressors  doe  coUour 
thair  delinquencies  by  obtaining  transiers  or  sufferances  to  transport  the 
said  wool  from  one  port  to  ane  other,  and  yeit  without  goeing  to  the  said 
port  the  same  is  exported  to  forraigne  ports  ;  therfor  your  lordships  would 
be  favourable  pleased  to  obleidge  the  receavers  of  the  said  sufferances  or 
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transieries  to  unload  at  the  port  designed  and  obtain  ane  certificat  accord-  Edinburgh. 
ingly  that  the  samen  is  unloaded  accordingly,  otherwayes  that  it  shall  be  — '^^-^ — '— 
holden  as  exported  abroad  eontrairie  to  law,  and  that  your  lordships  would  the  wooii. 
be  pleased  to  take  such  other  measours  as  your  lordships  shall  think  fitt  for 
preventing  the  exportatione  of  wooll  in  tyme  comeing  ;  as  also  that  great 
quantities  of  forraigne  wooll  being  imported  to  this  kingdotne  to  be 
exported  thair  is  great  occatione  to  export  considerable  quantities  of  the 
native  product  therwith,  which  makes  the  saids  laws  and  acts  elusorie, 
that  your  lordships  would  be  pleased  to  declair  that  for  heirafter  all  for- 
raigne wooU  being  imported  to  this  kingdome  the  same  should  not  be 
exported.  May  it  therfor  please  your  lordships  to  take  the  premissis  to 
your  consideratione  and  to  prescrive  such  effectwall  methods  against  the 
exportation  of  wooll  in  all  tyme  comeing  as  your  lordships  shall  think  fitt ; 
and  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray.  Which  petitioun  they  appoint  Mr 
John  Buchan,  thair  agent,  [to  present]  to  the  theasurie  and  exchequer 
and  report  his  dilligenee. 

45.  The  conventione  statuts  and  ordains  the  first  article  of  the  nixt  ^"epJatefoL. 
generall  misive  in  maner  followeing,  viz.,  that  each  burgh  in  obedience 
to  his  Majesties  lettres  and  acts  of  borrowes  send  thair  commissioners  suffi- 
ciently instructed  for  keeping  the  conventione,  with  ther  commissions  wnder 
the  comon  seal  and  subscriptione  of  ther  magistrats  or  comon  clerk,  testi- 
fieing  them  to  be  men  fearing  God,  of  the  trew  protestant  religion  pub- 
lictly  professed  and  authorized  by  the  lawes  of  this  kingdome,  without 
suspitione  in  the  contrair,  expert  in  the  comon  affairs  of  the  borrowes, 
merchants,  tradsmen,  and  inhabitants  within  the  said  burgh,  bearing  all 
portable  charges  with  his  neighbours  and  bears  a  pairt  of  thair  public 
burdens,  and  can  tin  and  win  in  all  ther  affairs  ;  wnder  the  pain  of 
100  hb.  Scots  ;  or  if  the  person  elected  commissioner  be  not  ane  merchant 
traffecquer  and  residenter  that  he  be  testified  to  be  a  member  represent- 
ing the  said  burgh  in  the  current  parliament  for  the  tyme,  and  that  the 
haill  commissions  be  according  to  this  present  platforme  in  all  tyme  come- 
ing, inviolably  to  be  observed  by  ilk  burgh  heirafter,  wnder  the  forsaid 
penalty,  by  and  attour  the  casting  of  thair  commissions  and  the  penalty  of 
1000  marks  to  be  payed  be  each  burgh  granting  commissions  to  persons 
not  qualified  in  maner  abonewrittin  ;  and  this  instead  of  all  former  plate- 
2  2  Q 
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9  J™i^"r70o'     formes  which  are  heirby  rescinded   in  soe  far  as  they  are  inconsistent 

thairwith. 

Compendof  4g    'p^ie  couventione  haveing  considered  that  ^neas  Macleod,  thair 

acts,  reports  of  °  •  /.     i       i  •   •  j 

burghs.  generall  clerk,  did,  conform  to  the  44  article  of  the  last  misive,  produce 

in  presence  of-the  convention  the  compend  of  the  acts,  statuts,  and  con- 
stitutions of  the  generall  and  particular  conventions  to  Jully  1700  yeirs, 
together  with  the  abreviat  of  the  said  compend,  as  also  that  he  hade 
recorded  the  whoU  reports  of  the  particular  burghs  of  this  kingdome  made 
by  the  visitors  appointed  for  that  effect  in  Jully  1691,  with  ane  Index 
thairof,  which  being  considered  by  the  conventione  they  accept  therof  as 
good  and  acceptable  service  done  to  the  royall  borrowes ;  therfor  they 
appoynt  the  said  compend  with  the  abreviat  therof  and  recording  of  the 
particular  visitationes,  with  the  said  ^neas  Macleod  his  great  trouble  and 
paynes  in  soe  useful!  and  necessarie  a  work,  be  containowed  as  a  head  of 
the  nixt  generall  misive. 

^neas  47.   The  same  day,  jEneas  Macleod,  generall  clerk  to  the  royall  bor- 

demfssion.  rowes,  haveing  in  presence  of  the  conventione  freely  demitted  his  office  as 
clerk  in  the  hands  of  the  generall  conventione  to  be  disposed  of  by  them 
at  ther  pleasour,  and  which  being  considered  by  the  conventione  they 
accept  therof  and  declaires  that  he  hes  faithfully  served  the  royall  bor- 
rowes dureing  the  whoU  tyme  of  his  office,  doe  therfor  allow  him  the 
sowme  of  one  thousand  pounds  Scots  mony  as  a  gratuity,  and  ordains  the 
agent  to  make  present  payment  therof. 

Clerks  elected.  48_   fijg  conventione,  considering  the  abilities  and  good  qualificationes 

of  Mr  George  Home  and  Mr  James  Stewart,  conjunct  toun  clerks  of 
Edinburgh,  and  ther  fitnes  to  exerce  the  office  of  being  conjunct  generall 
clerks  to  the  royall  borrows,  they  have  elected,  nominat,  and  chosen,  and 
by  thir  presents  elects,  nominats,  and  choises  the  saides  Mr  George  Home 
and  Mr  James  Stewart  conjunct  generall  clerks  to  the  royall  borrowes 
dureing  ther  pleasour,  and  allowes  to  them  the  fies,  dewes,  and  emolu- 
ments belonging  to  the  said  office,  with  power  to  them  to  uplift  the  same, 
sicklyck  and  als  freely  in  all  respects  as  any  former  clerk  or  clerks  hes 
been  in  use  to  doe,  and  the  saides  Mr  George  Home  and  Mr  James 
Stewart  compeiring  accepting  thair  office,  made  faith  de  fidelj,  and  in 
presence  of  the  conventione  did  take  the  oath  of  alleadgiance  to  his 
Majestie  and  subscrived  the  assurrance. 
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49.    The  conventione,  considerinar  that  Mr  John  Buchan  by  his  con-  Edinburgh. 

.^.T,,..,  ,,  ,  ,  ,,  .        •'  9  July  1700. 

tract  at  Uundie  is  bound  to  produce  to   the  generall  conventione  sufficient r 

discharges  of  all  the  cess  whereof  he  was  obleidged  to  releive  the  royall  cess. 
borrowes  be  the  said  contract,  and  he  haveing  declared  that  the  receipts 
granted  to  him  by  the  generall  receavers  and  ther  deputs  were  brunt  in 
the  lait  fire,  and  haveing  in  presence  of  the  conventione  produced  ane 
extract  wnder  Robert  Rutherfoords  hands  wherby  it  is  evident  that  all  the 
cess  is  payed  except  eight  hundreth  and  fyftein  pownd  sterline  due  to  Sir 
James  Oswald  and  James  Dun!  op,  for  clearing  of  which  eight  hundreth  and 
fyftein  povmd  sterline  a  declaratione  wnder  the  hand  of  the  said  James 
Dunlop  is  produced  bearing  that  ten  thousand  merks  were  payed  in  therof 
to  Sir  James  Oswald  and  him  and  recept  granted  therupon  which  was 
brunt  in  the  lait  fire,  and  as  for  the  ballance,  extending  to  two  hundreth 
and  fyfty  nyne  pounds,  a  coppie  of  arreistment  at  the  instance  of  Sir 
John  Shaw  of  Greenock  and  others  for  the  sowme  of  one  thousand  pound 
sterline  in  the  hands  of  the  said  Mr  John  was  produced  ;  the  conventione 
appoints  the  said  Mr  John  to  pay  in  the  said  sowme  of  two  hundreth  and 
fyfty  nine  pound  sterline  and  recover  discharge  therof  against  the  nixt 
generall  convention,  or  to  consigne  the  same  in  the  hands  of  the  magis- 
trats  of  Edinburgh  and  recover  the  towns  bond  therfor. 

50.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  certain,  sums  to  the  depute  clerk,  servants,  Servants. 
macers  and  others. 

6 1 .    A.ppointed  the  whole  records  and  warrants  of  the  royal  burghs  to  be  Eecords. 
deUvered  up  to  the  present  clerks. 

52.   Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  the  next  general  convention  Conyention 
to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1701.  dissolved. 

Contract  and  Ageeement  between  the  burghs  of  Glasgow  and  Dumbar-  Contract  be- 

o  °  tween  Glasgow 

ton,  dated  12th,  28th  and  29th  June  17 00,  referred  to  in  the  2 1  st  and  Dumbar- 

.  -^  ,    _.  .  toun,  ratified  9 

act  01  last  General  Convention.  July  1700. 

In  the  generall  convention  of  borrowes  holdin  at  the  burgh  of  Edin- 
burgh upon  the  nynth  day  of  Jully  one  thousand  seven  hundred  years,  the 
which  day  the  generall  conventione  of  the  royall  borrowes  doe  ratifie, 
approve,  and  confirme,  and  by  thir  presents  approves,  ratifies,  and  con- 
firmes  the  contract  and  agreement  past  betuixt  the  burghs  of  Glasgow  and 
Dumbartoun,  wherof  the  tenor  foUowes  :  Att  Edinburgh,  Dumbartoun  and 
Glasgow  the  tuelth,  tuentie  eight,  and  tuentie  nynth  dayes  of  June,  j°  vij"" 
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Edinburgh,  years,  it  is  appointed,  contracted,  and  finally  ended  and  agreed  betuixt  the 
— "^  • —  parties  following,  to  witt,  [the  provost,  bailies,  dean  of  guild,  deacon  con- 
t'ween^Gia^gow  vener  and  treasurer,  with  consent  of  the  councillors  of  the  burgh  of  Glasgow, 
and  Dumbar-  for  themselves  and  the  remanent  burgesses,  deacons  of  crafts  and  com- 
munity of  the  burgh,  on  the  one  part ;  and  the  provost,  bailies,  dean  of 
guild  and  treasurer,  with  consent  of  the  councillors  of  the  burgh  of  Dumbar- 
ton, for  themselves  and  the  remanent  burgesses,  deacons  of  crafts  and 
communitie  of  the  burgh,  on  the  other  part ;]  in  manor,  forme,  and  effect 
following,  that  is  to  say :— Forsuameikle  as  the  saids  two  burghs  of  Glasgow 
and  Dumbartoun  and  representatives  therof  found  it  mutually  prejudiciall 
to  others  that  of  a  long  tyme  bygone  ther  hes  not  been  that  correspondence 
keeped  up  betuixt  them  which  would  have  tended  considerably  to  both 
their  advantages,  and  that  this  hath  chiefly  arysen  from  ther  sewerall 
pretensions  to  the  priviledges  of  the  river  of  Clyde,  in  the  prosecutione 
wherof  many  differences  have  fallen  out,  and  at  lenth  ther  was  ane  actione 
and  cause  of  declarator  first  raised  and  intented  before  the  late  pretended 
commissioners  for  administratione  of  justice  to  the  people  of  Scotland,  at  the 
instance  of  [Glasgow  and  against  Dumbarton,  "  and  therafter  wakned  and 
insisted  upon  befor  the  lords  of  councill  and  session,"  and  other  litiga- 
tion between  the  burghs  followed,  upon  which]  the  lords  of  councill  and 
session  found  and  declaired  that  the  saids  provost,  baillies,  council  and 
communitie  of  the  burgh  of  Dumbartoun  haue  no  right  to  exact  or  uplift 
from  the  inhabitants,  burgessis,  and  community  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Glasgow,  nor  any  veshells  and  ships  belonging  to  them  or  fraughted  by 
them  arriveing  in  the  said  river  of  Clyde  at  the  forsaids  roads  and  ports 
of  Pottereig,  Inchgreen,  and  Newwark,  any  anchoradge,  measuradge, 
weyadge,  tunnadge,  dockmeall,  cocketts,  or  other  dews  whatsomever, 
and  found  and  declaired  that  it  is  lawfuU  for  the  saids  provost,  baillies, 
councill,  inhabitants  and  communitie  of  Glasgow  to  arrive  with  ther  saids 
ships  and  goods  in  the  river  of  Clyde,  and  speciallie  at  the  forsaids  roads 
and  ports  of  Pottereig,  Inchgreen,  and  Newwark,  and  to  load  and  unload 
thair,  and  to  transport  their  goods  upon  the  river  of  Clyde  to  the  said 
touu  of  Glasgow,  free  of  the  burden  of  the  forsaid  pretended  dewties  of 
anchoradge,  weyadge,  measuradge,  tunnadge,  dockmeall,  cockets,  and  other 
dews  whatsomever,  to  the  said  toun  of  Dumbartoun  ;  and  decerned  and 
ordained  the  saids  provost,  baillies,  councill,   communitie,  burgessis  and 
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itilialDitants  of  the  said  burgh  of  Dumbartoun,  to  desist  and  sease  from  all  EciNBUEaH. 

troubleing,  molesting  or  impediment  makeing  to  the  pursewers,  provost,  — "^ '- — 

baillies,  councill,  burgessis  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh  of  Glasgow,  tween  Glasgow 
present  and  to  come,  in  arriveing  with  their  ships  and  goods  upon  the  said  toun^'""*''"'' 
river  of  Clyde,  and  loading  and  unloading  their  ships  and  goods  at  the 
saids  roads  and  ports   of  Pottereig,  Inchgreen  and  Newwark,  and  trans- 
porting their  goods  from   thence  to  Glasgow,  free  of  the  burden  of  the 
forsaid  pretendit  dewes  or  any  of  them  to  the  said  burgh  of  Dumbartoun, 
as  parties  haveing  no  right  therto,  in  sua  farr  as  is  above  found,  decerned 
and   declaired,    notwithstanding   of   their  action   of   declarator  pursewed 
against  the  said  burgh  of  Glasgow,  magistrats,  inhabitants,  and  comunitie 
therof,  which,  together  with  the  charters,  infeftments,  books  of  enteries, 
other  rights  and  depositions   of  witnessis,  adduced  be  the  said  burgh  of 
Dumbartoun,  is  at  length  therwith  considered,  and  frae  whilk  by  decreet 
of  the  date  of  thir  presents,  the  saids  magistrats,  communitie,  and  inha- 
bitants of  the  said  burgh  of  Glasgow  are  fully  assoilzied  and  exonered  in 
maner  at  length  specifiet  in  the  said  decreet,  as  the  samen  of  the  date  at 
Edinburgh  the  eight  day  of  Februarij  j™  vj"  threescore  six  years,  at  more 
length  bears  ;    notwithstanding  of  which  decreet  ther  haveing   sewerall 
new  questions  arisen  betuixt  the   saids  two  burghs  anent  the  extent  of 
'  their  sewerall  priviledges,  which  hes  occasioned  much  animositie  and  dif- 
ference, besyds  the  charges  and  expenssis  therof,  for  preventing  wherof  in 
tyme  comeing,  and  to  the  effect  ther  may  be  a  lasting  freindship  and  dew- 
correspondence  inviolably  observed  betuixt  the  saids  two   burghs  in  all 
tyme  heirafter,  therfor  the  saids  provost,  baillies,  dean  of  gild,  thesaurer 
and  toun  councill  of  the  said  burgh  of  Dumbartoun,  for  themselves  and 
in  name  and  behalf  of  and  takeing  burden  upon  them  as  said  is,  doe  by 
thir  presents  ratifie,  approue,  and  confirme  the  forsaid  decreet  of  declara- 
tor obtained  at  the  instance  of  the  toun  of  Glasgow  befor  the  lords   of 
councill  and  session  against  the  toun  of  Dumbartoun  in  anno  j™  vj°  and 
sixtie  six,  declairing  the  priviledges  therin  decerned  to  belong  to  the  said 
toun  of  Glasgow,  as  also  the  forsaid  other  decreet  of  absolvitor  obtained 
at  the  instance  of  the  said  magistrats  and   toun  of  Glasgow  against  the 
magistrats  and  toun  of  Dumbartoun  in  the  year  forsaid,  wherby  the  said 
toun  of  Glasgow  is  assoilzied  from  the  declarator  raised  against  them  at 
the  instance  of  Dumbartoun   anent  certaine  priviledges  of  the  river  of 
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Edinbuhoh.  Clyde  therin  mentioned,  in  the  haill  heads,  articles,  and  claussis  therof, 
9  July  1700.  ^-^j^  ^j^g  possession  attained  by  the  said  burgh  of  Glasgow  and  their 
tweeroiasgow  burgessis  and  inhabitants  by  vertew  of  the  saids  decreets,  wherby  they 
toun^™^'''"  ^'®  ^'^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^®®  °'  *^®  ^^^^^  dewties  formerlie  acclamed  by  the 
magistrats  and  burgh  of  Dumbartoun  upon  accompt  of  their  ships  and 
veshells  loading  and  livering  within  the  river  of  Clyde,  which  dewtye  and 
impositions  are  heirby  discharged  in  all  tyme  comeing;  and  the  saids 
magistrats  and  toun  councill  of  Dumbartoun,  for  themselves  and  in  name 
and  behalf  forsaid,  doe  heirby  bind  and  obleidge  them  and  their  succes- 
sors in  ofSce  that  they  shall  never  stop,  trouble,  or  molest  the  burgessis, 
inhabitants,  and  others  belonging  to  the  toun  of  Glasgow  in  tyme  comeing 
in  the  peaceable  possessione  of  the  rights  and  priviledges  decerned  in 
favours  of  the  said  burgh  of  Glasgow  by  the  forsaid  decreets  and  sentances 
of  declarator  and  absolvitor  respective,  and  the  saids  magistrats  and  toun 
councill  of  Dumbartoun  shall  not  move  any  actione,  place,  or  question, 
against  them  theranent,  nor  against  their  successors  in  any  tyme  heir- 
after  ;  and  sicklyke,  the  saids  provost,  baillies,  and  councill  of  the  burgh 
of  Dumbartoun,  and  deacons  of  crafts,  for  themselves  and  in  name  and 
behalf  of  and  takeing  burden  upon  them  as  said  is  haveing  considered 
that  the  dewties  wherunto  they  have  right  of  weyadge,  tunnadge,  anchor- 
adge,  measuradge,  dockmeall,  cockets,  and  other  dewes  quhatsomever 
payable  to  the  burgh  of  Dumbartoun  by  all  strangers  ships  unloading  within 
the  river  of  Clyde,  hath  created  the  said  toun  of  Dumbartoun  ane  great 
dale  of  trouble  and  vexatione,  besyds  the  expensis  in  uplifting  therof, 
which  most  ordinarly  exceeded  the  dewes  themselves  ;  as  also  considering 
that  divers  and  sundrie  debats  and  questions  have  fallen  out  betuixt 
the  saids  two  burghs  anent  the  uplifting  of  the  saids  dewes,  the  town  of 
Glasgow  pretending  that  by  vertew  of  their  decreets  abovementioned  pro- 
nounced in  their  favour  that  any  of  the  burgessis  of  Glasgow  haveing 
interest  by  fraught  or  otherwayes  in  these  strangers  ships  did  make  the 
samen  free  of  dewtie  to  the  burgh  of  Dumbartoun ;  lykeas  the  said  burgh 
of  Dumbartoun  being  oft  tymes  defrauded  of  the  dewties  payable  by 
strangers  who  had  no  shift  nor  excuse  but  haveing  past  speedily  out  of 
the  river  befor  ever  the  said  burgh  of  Dumbartoun  was  acquanted  of  their 
comeing  therto  ;  and  farder,  ane  other  debate  hes  frequentlie  happened 
anent  the  touns  offers  dew  and  in  use  to  be  payed  by  all  strangers  who 
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imported  goods  and  merchandize  to  the  said  river  of  Clyde,  wherby  they  edinbuegh. 
stand  obleidged  to  make  the  first  offer  of  ther  goods  and  mechandize  sua  ^  J^^^  ^''°°- 
imported  by  them  to  the  saids  two  burghs  of  Glasgow  and  Dumbartoun,  ^weeraii'sgow 
at  such  a  price  and  rate  as  the  said  strangers  offerers  shall  not  have  t°uu^™'''"'' 
power  or  liberty  to  undersell  the  samen  to  others,  and  it  haveing  often 
happened  that  both  the  said  burghs  were  disappointed  of  the  benefites  of 
the  saids  offers  by  certaine  stratagemes  and  devyces  made  by  the  impor- 
ters as  sometyme  by  consignatione  of  the  goods  imported  to  some  of  the 
burgessis  of  the  saids  burghs,  therby  simulating  to  them  a  right  wheras 
in  effect  they  had  non  but  of  purpose  to  defraud  the  saids  burghs  of  their 
just  rychts,  and  in  the  mean  tyme  raising  therby  ane  animosity  betuixt 
the  burghs  themselves  anent  the  benefits  of  the  saids  offers,  wherof  both 
were  disappointed,  and  it  being  therfor  aggreed  that  not  only  the  dewes 
payable  by  the  strangers  ships  who  have  no  interest  in  the  river  of  Clyde 
-but  also  the  benefite  and  priviledge  of  the  touns  offers  should  in  all  tyme 
comeing  solly  appertane  and  belong  to  the  saids  magistrats,  toun  councill, 
and  comunitie  of  the  burgh  of  Glasgow.  Therfor,  and  for  certaine  other 
onerous  caussis  after  mentioned,  the  saids  provost,  baillies,  and  toun  coun- 
cill of  the  burgh  of  Dumbartoun,  for  themselves  and  in  name  and  behalf 
of  the  deacons  of  crafts  and  comunitie  of  the  samen  burgh,  to  have  sold, 
assigned,  and  disponed  from  them  and  their  successors  in  office,  lykeas  they 
doe  by  these  presents  sell,  assigne,  and  dispone  from  them  and  their  forsaids 
successors,  to  and  in  favours  of  the  saids  provost,  baillies,  councill  and  comu- 
nitie of  the  said  burgh  of  Glasgow,  and  their  successors,  &c.,  all  and  haill  the 
saids  dewties  formerlie  payable  to  the  said  burgh  of  Dumbartane  of  wey- 
adge,  tunnadge,  anchoradge,  measuradge,  dockmeall,  cokets,  and  haill  other 
dewties  whatsomever,  dew  and  payable  by  all  ships,  barks,  &c.,  wherof  the 
freemen  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh  of  Dumbartane  are  not  ouners  or 
fraughters,  and  who  shall  happine  to  load  or  unload  within  the  samen 
river  of  Clyde  in  all  tyme  comeing ;  and  sicklyke  all  and  haill  the  said 
burgh  of  Dumbartoun  their  share  and  proportion  of  any  offers  dew  and 
lyable  to  be  made  by  strangers  not  freemen,  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh 
of  Dumbartane,  who  shall  import  any  goods  to  the  said  river  of  Clyde  in 
tyme  comeing,  with  all  right,  title,  interest,  property  and  possession,  als 
weell  petitor  as  possessor,  whilks  the  saids  magistrats  councill  and  comu- 
nitie of  the  said  burgh   of  Dumbartane  had,  hes,  or  anywayes  may  have. 
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Edinburgh,     clame  or  pretend  in,  and  to  the  saids  dewties  particularlie  above  wryten 

'  ^        —  and  toims  offers  above  mentioned,  and  to  and  in  favours  of  the  saids 

tween^Giasgow  provost,  baiUies,  toun  councill  and  comunity  of  the  said  burgh  of  Glasgow, 
andDumtar-  present  and  to  come,  whom  they  have  surrogate  and  heirby  surrogats  and 
substituts  in  their  full  pouer,  right,  title,  and  place  of  the  premissis  for 
now  and  ever  ;  with  full  power  to  the  saids  provost,  baillies,  and  toun 
councill  of  Glasgow  and  their  successores,  for  themselves  and  in  name 
and  behalf  above  wryten,  to  intromet  with,  uplift,  ask,  creave,  and 
receave  the  saids  dewties  of  weyadge,  tunnadge,  anchoradge,  measureadge, 
dockmeall,  cockets,  and  other  dewes  whatsomever,  as  also  the  touns  offers 
in  sua  farr  as  the  samen  did  formerlie  belong  to  the  said  burgh  of  Dum- 
bartane,  with  the  haill  profits,  priviledges,  emoluments,  casualties  and 
dewties  belonging  therto,  and  if  neid  beis  to  conveen,  call,  follow  and 
pursew  therfore,  and  to  use  all  dilligence  and  executione  for  inbringing 
of  the  samen,  sicklyke  and  als  freelie  in  all  respects  as  the  saids  provost, 
baillies,  and  councill  of  the  burgh  of  Dumbartoun  or  their  predecessors 
have  done  or  might  have  done  at  any  tyme  befor  the  makeing  heirof ; 
provyding  alwayes  that  thir  presents  doe  noewayes  prejudge  the  said 
burgh  of  Dumbartane  as  to  the  freedomes,  liberties,  and  immunities  of  all 
ships,  barks,  boats,  &c.,  belonging  to  or  fraughted  by  the  burgessis  and 
freemen  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh  within  the  said  river  of  Clyde  not- 
withstanding of  what  is  above  disponed  to  the  said  burgh  of  Glasgow 
[Here  follows  a  formal  clause  of  warrandice  from  fact  and  deed  and  procura- 
tory  of  resignation].  And  farder  it  is  expreslie  aggreed  betuixt  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  saids  two  burghs  of  Glasgow  and  Dumbartane  that  in  all 
tyme  heirafter  the  veshells  of  whatsomever  syce  or  burden  belonging  to 
the  burgh  of  Glasgow,  Port  Glasgow,  and  haill  burgessis  and  inhabitants 
therof,  that  shall  happine  to  come  to  the  harbor  of  Dumbartane  or  any  other 
port  or  harbor  belonging  to  the  said  burgh,  shall  have  exemptione  from  and 
shall  not  be  lyable  unto  the  payment  of  any  dewtie  whatsomever  to  the 
said  burgh  of  Dumbartane,  and  in  lyke  manor  that  the  haill  veshells  and 
boats  belonging  to  the  burgessis,  inhabitants  of  the  burgh  of  Dumbartane, 
are  exeemed  from  and  nowayes  lyable  in  payment  of  any  dewty  what- 
somever at  the  said  burgh  of  Glasgow,  Broom-of-law,  Port  Glasgow,  or 
any  other  port  or  harbor  belonging  to  them,  so  that  both  burghs  are  heirby 
declaired  free  at  each   others   ports   in  all   tyme  heirefter  ;   provydeinc 
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alwayes,  lykeas  it  is  heirby  expreslie  provyded  and  declaired   that  nether  Edinburgh. 
of  the  saids    two  burghs  nor  their  burgessis    and    inhabitants   shall   be    "^"^^  ^''°"' 
allowed  to  collour  the  veshells  belonging  to  unfree  men  under  the  collour  tweeroiasgon 
of  their  oun  in  any  tyme  coming.      And  in  respect  that  the  saids  provost,  touu""""^"' 
baillies,  dean  of  gild  and  thesaurer  of  the  said  burgh  of  Glasgow  haue,  for 
and  in  consideratione   of  the  premissis,  instantly  payed  to  the  saids  pro- 
vost, baillies,  dean  of  gild  and  thesaurer  of  the  said  burgh  of  Dumbartoun, 
to  be  imployed   for  the  use  after  specifiet,  all  and  haill  the  soume  of  four 
thousand  and  five  hundreth  merks  good  and  usuall  Scots  money,  wherof 
they  hold  them  weell  content,   satisfied   and  payed,   and   discharges  the 
samen  for  ever ;   therfor  the  saids  magistrats  of  the  burgh  of  Dumbartane 
doe  heirby  bind  and  obleidge  them  and  declair  that  the  forsaid  soume 
shall  be  applyed  by  the  said  burgh  of  Dumbartane,  for  payment  of  their 
burghs  debt  pro  tanto,  to  the  effect  it  may  therby  appear  that  the  forsaid 
transactione  is  reasonable  and  onerous  and  that  the  successors  in  oSice  of 
both  the  saids  burghs  may  have  no  ground  to  apprehend  that  this  present 
contract  is  proceeded   upon  frae  any  collusione  of  the  present  magistrats 
and  councills  but  upon  fair  and  just  grounds  tending  to  the  benefite   and 
advantage   of  both  the  saids  burghs.      [It  was,  lastly,  provided   that  the 
contract  was  not  to  take  effect  till  ratified  by  parliament.] 

General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

'  1  July  1701. 

Edinburgh,  Sir  James  Maclurge,  dean  of  gild,  Gideon  Elliot,  conveener;  Perth,  Sederunt. 
George  Oliphant ;  Dundie,  John  Scrimsour  ;  Aberdeen,  John  Allardes  ;  Stirline, 
Henrie  Christiesone  ;  Linlithgow,  Adam  Bucknay  ;  St  Andrews,  James  Mores  ; 
Glasgow,  John  Andersone;  Aire,  Robert  Mure;  Hadingtoune,  Alexander  Edgar; 
Dyssart,  Alexander  Swintoune  ;  Kirkcaldie,  Henrie  Oswald  ;  Montrose,  Robert 
Eennald  ;  Coupar,  Thomas  Beaton ;  Easter  Enster,  Philp  Enster ;  Dumfreise, 
Robert  Johnstoune  ;  Invemese,  Alexander  Duff;  Bruntisland,  Alexander  Gedd  ; 
Inverkeithing,  Sir  David  Thoirs  ;  Kinghorn,  William  Smeiton  ;  Breichen,  John 
Doig  ;  Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Cuninghame  ;  Jedburgh,  Walter  Scot ;  Kirkcud- 
bright, Sir  Andrew  Home ;  Wigtoune,  William  Coultrane ;  Pittenweem, 
George  Smith  ;  Dumfermling,  Mr  James  Hamilton  ;  Enster  Wester,  Sir  Robert 
Enster ;  Selkirk,  Mr  John  Murray  ;  Dumbartoun,  Sir  James  Smolet ;  Rhenfrew, 
Coline  Campble ;  Dumbar,  Robert  Kirkwood ;  Lanerk,  Archibald  Simpson ; 
Aberbrothock,  John  Pearsone ;   Elgine,  George  Chalmers  ;  Peebles,  Archibald 

2   R 
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Edinburgh. 
1  July  1701. 

Sederunt. 


Johnstouti 

preses. 

Committee. 


Slieill;  Craill,  George  Moncreiff;  Tayne,  ^neas  Macleod  j  Cullros,  Robert 
Adam  ;  Bamff,  Robert  Sanders  ;  Wb5'thorn,  David  Stewart  ;  Forffar,  Charles 
Dicksone  ;  Rothesay,  Mr  Dougall  Stewart ;  Nairne,  John  Rose  ;  Forras,  Mr 
William  Brodie  ;  Rutherglen,  John  Scot ;  Northberwick,  John  Home  ;  Cullen, 
Sir  John  Hamiltoun  ;  Lander,  George  "Walker  ;  Kilrennie,  Alexander  Stevin- 
sone ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnstoun ;  Lochmaben,  William  Menzies  ; 
Sanquhair,  James  Huntar ;  Galloway,  David  French  ;  Dingwall,  John  Bayne  ; 
Dornoch,  absent ,  Queensferrie,  Sir  William  Hamiltoun ;  Fortrose,  Daniel  Sim- 
sone  ;  Kintoir,  Mr  Robert  Patersone  ;  Innerurie,  Mr  Robert  Forbes  ;  Innerara, 
James  Campble ;  Week,  James  Sinclair ;  Kirkwall,  Sir  Alexander  Home ; 
Inverbervie,  Alexander  Arbuthnet ;  Stanraer,  John  Dumbar ;  Oampbletown, 
Alexander  Rowat. 

1  July  1701. 

1.  Sir  Patrick  Johnstoun,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions. 


Comisions 
approven. 


AUeadgiance 
and  assurance 

Generall 
comitty. 

Rothesay. 
Tax  roll  con- 
tinued. 


Edinburgh, 
£500. 


2  July  1701. 

3.  The  convention  having  considered  report  of  the  committee,  they  approved 
of  the  whole  commissions  excepting  that  of  Pittenweem  "  which  is  unformall,  the 
same  haveing  two  commissioners  insert  therin  as  commissioners  and  not  as  com- 
missioner and  assessor,  yeit  in  respect  one  of  them  representis  the  said  burgh  in 
parliament  and  is  a  person  sufficiently  qualified  they  dispence  with  the  said 
unformality  but  appoynts  the  samen  to  be  amendit  for  the  future  conforme  to 
the  plateforme." 

4.  Oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  assurance  subscribed. 

5.  Appointed  a  general  committee  to  revise  the  commissions. 

6.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Rothesay  and  to  report  as  to 
their  common  good  and  trade. 

7.  Continued  the  present  tax  roll  unaltered  till  next  general  convention,  re- 
serving power  to  alter  the  localling  of  the  £10  which  was  to  be  paid  by  unfree 
traders  and  to  grant  gratifications  to  burghs. 

8.  The  convention  haveing  heard  and  considered  the  report  of  the 
comity  anent  the  representatione  given  in  by  the  good  toune  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  that  the  alteration  of  the  present  taxt  roll  is  delayed  to  be 
taken  under  consideratione  till  the  nixt  generall  conventione  in  Jully 
j™  vij°  and  two,  therfor  they  appoynt  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  good  towne 
the  sovpme  of  fyve  hundreth  pownd  sterline  as  a  gratuity  in  consideration 
of  ther  loss  and  damnadges,  to  be  payed  conform  to  the  present  taxt  roll, 
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and  containows  the  caice  and  conditione  of  the  srood  towne  to  be  con-  Edinburgh. 

*=  2  July  1701. 


sidered  as  a  head  of  the  nixt  generall  miciive  for  geting  ane  ease  of  the 
taxt  roll.  £500. 

9.  The  conventione  considering  that  if  they  would  proceed  to  the  local-  Continuing 
ling  of  the  ten   pounds   which   was   to   have    been  payed   by  the   unfree  £io. 
burghs  of  regalitie  and  barronie  it  would  occation  a  great  deall  of  debate 

and  trouble,  therefor  the  conventione  delayes  the  same  to  their  nixt 
generall  conventione,  but  reserves  power  to  themselves  to  grant  such 
gratificationes  to  such  of  ther  number  upon  whom  the  said  ten  pound 
was  proportioned  as  they  shall  think  fitt,  and  that  for  ther  releiff  untill 
the  nixt  generall  conventione. 

7  July  1701. 

10.  Allowed  to  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  500  marks  Scots  "  of  gratificatione  in  Jedburgh,  500 
consideration  of  ther  present  circumstances."  marks. 

11.  Appointed  "the  report  of  the  comity  anent  the  caice  and  conditione  of  Linlithgow. 
the  burgh  of  Linlithgow  "  to  be  a  head  of  next  missive. 

12.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  burgh  of  Pittenweem  200  marks  Soots  Pittenweem. 
"  to  be  imployed  by  them  towards   the   present  repairatione  of  their  peir  and 
harbour." 

13.  Delayed   till  next  general  convention  consideration   of  petitions   from  Petitions  de- 
several  burghs  and  reports  by  those  who  visited  them.  layed. 

9  July  1701. 

14.  The  conventione,  considering  that  by  the  .  .  .  act  of  the  last  Breaches 
generall  conventione  Mr  John  Buchan,  ther  agent,  was  expresly  appointed  contract, 
vigorously  to  persew  all  the  breakers  of  the  staple  port  and  put  all  laws 
made  in  relation  to  the  staple  port  in  full  executione  against  them,  to 
deteir  others  to  committ  the  lyke  in  all  tyme  therafter,  and  notwith- 
standing of  any  dilligence  hitherto  done  yeitt  the  staple  port  is  not  dewly 
observed,  as  plainly  appears  by  the  sewerall  letters  from  the  states  of 
Zelland  and  town  of  Campheir  complaineing  upon  the  delinquents,  and 
the  conventione  being  resolved  to  gaird  against  such  complaints  in  tyme 
comeing,  and  for  that  end  to  employ  some  person  weell  aquainted  with 
the  affairs  of  the  staple,  and  being  fully  informed  by  seweralls  of  ther 
number   of  the  fittnes,   activity,  and  dilligence  of  Mr  Gilbert  Stewart, 
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9  Jui^Troi"     Dierchant  in  Edinburgh,  for  putting  the  foresaids  acts  in  full  executione 

-g^^^   against  the  delinquents,  and  of  his  honesty  and  fidelity  to  make  ane  just 

against  staple  and  faithfuU  accompt  of  his  intromissiones  to  be  intrometted  with  be  him 
by  vertew  of  thir  presents  ;  therfor  the  generall  conventione  hes  given 
and  granted,  lyckeas  they  be  thir  presents  gives  and  grants  full  power 
and  commission  to  the  said  Mr  Gilbert  Stewart  to  put  all  the  acts  of 
parliament,  acts  of  the  generall  and  particular  conventiones  of  borrowes, 
and  acts  of  exchequer  made  against  breackers  of  the  staple,  in  full 
executione  against  aU  such  persones  as  hes  transgressed  or  gone  by  the 
staple  port  since  the  first  day  of  Jully  j™  vij"^  yeares,  or  shall  transgress  or 
breack  the  samen  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  in  July  j"  vij'^  and  two 
yeares,  the  said  Mr  Gilbert  Stewart  being  hereby  obleidged  as  by  the 
acceptatione  he  bindes  and  obleidges  himself  to  doe  all  maner  of  dilligence 
in  prosecuting  the  saids  delinquents  for  the  more  punctwall  observance  of 
the  staple  port,  and  sicklyck  that  he  give  ane  accompt  of  his  said  dilligence 
to  the  nixt  generall  convention,  untill  which  tyme  this  his  commission  to 
containow  and  endure,  he  being  hereby  obleidged  from  tyme  to  tyme  to 
receave  such  ordors  and  instructions  anent  his  manadgement  from  the 
comity  appointed  to  sitt  after  disolveing  of  the  conventione  for  consider- 
ing all  affairs  relaiteing  to  the  staple  as  they  shall  think  convenient,  and 
be  obleidged  in  the  strickest  maner  to  observe  the  samen  and  stand  to 
the  comities  determinatione  as  to  all  complaints  betuixt  him  and  the 
contraveeners  that  are  to  be  persewed  by  him  ;  and  in  lyck  maner  the 
said  Mr  Gilbert  Stewart  is  to  have  no  fixed  sallarie  but  what  gratifica- 
tione  the  convention  shall  think  fitt  to  allow,  and  that  after  he  hes  given 
in  ane  accompt  of  his  dilligence,  which  gratificatione,  with  his  whoU 
charges  and  expences  that  he  shall  happen  to  deburs  anie  maner  of  way 
in  prosecuting  the  saids  transgressors,  is  to  be  payable  to  him  out  of  the 
first  and  readiest  of  what  he  shall  happen  by  his  said  dilligence  to  recover 
allanerlie  and  noe  otherwayes. 
Comitie anent  ^^'   The  convention  haveing  Considered  the  misives  sent  to  them  by 

the  staple.  the  states  of  Zelland  and  magistrats  of  Campheir,  containeing  sewerall 
complaints  against  the  lord  conservator,  with  his  answers  to  the  same,  and 
the  necesity  of  the  conservators  residence  at  the  staple  port,  who  being 
called  in  represented  that  he  could  not  stay  in  safety  ther  in  respect 
ther  is  ane  sentance  for  imprisoneing  him  and  distrennyieing  his  goodes. 
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and  that  because  he,  in  obedience  to  the  royall  borrowes  orders,  refused  Edinboroh. 
to  compear  befor  the  houfF  at  the  Hague  at  the  instance  of  Arnold  Ryx      "^  ^ 


who  most  unjustly  persewed  him  ther,  and  sicklyck  that  he  could  not  be  the  stapfe" 
safely  ther  because  he  hade  (blank)  Burgemaster  Denhedt  in  Mr  Gordons 
affairs  ;  all  which  misives  and  ansuers  made  to  the  samen  were  all 
read  in  presence  of  the  convention  e,  and  finding  it  would  tak  up  a  long 
tyme  if  they  should  goe  through  the  haill  points  therby  represented,  have 
thought  fitt  to  appoynt,  and  heirby  nominats  and  appoints  [a  committee 
to  meet]  with  full  power  to  them  to  wryte  answers  to  the  saides  misives 
to  the  states  of  Zelland  and  towne  of  Campheir,  bearing  that  thair  is  ane 
fitt  persone  nominat  by  the  generall  conventione  to  prosecute  all  such 
persones  as  hes  been  or  shall  happen  to  be  guilty  of  breacking  the  staple 
port,  and  that  without  any  delay ;  and  sicklyck  representing  the  con- 
servators forsaid  reasone  for  his  none  residence,  and  desireing  the  saids 
states  of  Zelland  and  magistrates  of  Campheir  to  send  over  to  the  said 
comity  ther  particular  greivances  against  the  said  lord  conservator  and  all 
other  persones  whom  they  judge  guilty  of  conneiveing  with  the  trans- 
gressors of  the  said  staple,  all  which  are  to  be  considered  by  the  said 
comitie,  who  are  heirby  impowered  to  determine  the  conservators  resid- 
ence at  the  staple  port  or  not  as  they  shall  see  cause,  and  to  doe  all  and 
sundry  things  whatsomever  relating  to  the  staple  port  and  persons  con- 
cerned therein  as  they  shall  think  fitt ;  and  in  respect  of  the  burgh  of 
Aberdeens  great  distance  from  Edinburgh  and  concern  in  the  staple,  the 
convention  allowes  the  toun  councill  of  the  said  burgh  to  send  over  ane 
other  fitt  trafiique  merchant  with  a  valid  commission  from  the  magistrats 
and  toun  councill  to  sitt  as  a  member  of  the  comitie  iff  the  said  com- 
missioner cannot  come  himself,  but  this  not  to  be  a  leading  caice  or  pre- 
parative in  tyme  comeing ;  and  that  the  abuse  done  to  John  Gordon  be 
particularlie  mentioned  in  the  states  of  Zelland  and  Campheirs  lettres. 

16.  Appointed  a  committee  "to  visit  the  caice  and  conditione  of  the  burgh  Bruntisland. 
of  Bruntisland  and  of  their  peer  and  harbour  and  how  the  soume  of  £1100  Scots 
formerly  allowed  to  them  for  reparatione  of  ther  said  peer  was  imployed." 

17.  Appointed  a  committee  "to  visite  the  caice  and  conditione  of  the  burgh  Kinghom. 
of  Kinghorn  and  of  their  peir,  harbour,  and  common  good." 

18.  The  convention  "considering  that  the  aiFairs  betuixt  them  and  Mr  John  Agents 
Buchan,  ther  agent,  being  soe  much  involved  and  perplext  through  his  present  accompts. 
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Edtnbubqh.  nescesary  absence  as  that  they  cannot  be  exped  in  soe  short  a  tyme  as  the  royall 
9  Ju  y  1701.  borrowes  can  conveniently  sitt  to  cognosce  the  samen,"  they  appointed  a  corn- 
Agents  mittee  to  examine  the  accounts  and  to  arrange  for  the  management  of  affairs 
acoompts.  j      ■        ,,  ,t        ,■  ,  • 

during  the  agent  s  retirement  or  absence. 

Andrew  Ross  19.  The    Convention    considering    that  it   will   be   necesar   ane   fitt 

act  as  agent,  person  be  named  to  manadge  the  royall  borrows  affaires  dureing  Mr  John 
Buchan,  ther  agent,  his  retirement  or  absence,  therfore  the  conventione 
nominats  and  appoints  Andrew  Ross,  writer  in  Edinburgh,  to  officiat  for 
the  said  Mr  John  Buchan,  and  agent  all  the  royall  borrowes  affairs  to  the 
nixt  generall  conventione  or  dureing  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburghs 
pleasour,  and  he  to  act  by  his  lordships  advyce  and  directione  allanerllie. 
Address  to  the  20.  The  convention  appoints  the  address  read  befor  them  to  be  pre- 
pOTt.'^^^^  sented  to  his  Majestie,  and  that  the  lord  provost  off  Edinburgh  call  ane 
particular  conventione  at  such  tyme  as  his  lordship  shall  think  fitt,  who 
are  authorised  and  impowered  by  the  generall  conventione  to  nominat 
and  appoynt  commissioners  ane  or  mae  to  be  sent  with  the  said  address 
and  to  attend  his  Majestie  for  his  gracious  answer  therto,  as  also  the  con- 
vention impowers  the  said  particular  conventione  to  appoint  commissioners 
to  goe  to  Campheir  to  setle  and  adjust  the  differences  that  have  happened 
ther  anent  the  staple  port,  either  betuixt  the  lord  conservator  and  towne 
of  Campheir  or  any  others  relating  to  that  matter  ;  and  as  to  both  the 
address  and  staple  port  the  forsaid  particular  conventione  hes  als  ample 
power  to  act  as  the  generall  conventione  could  have  done  themselves  in 
all  points,  and  particularly  to  grant  warrands  for  defraying  the  charges 
of  such  nominationes  as  shall  be  made  of  commissioners  to  the  effect 
abovewritten,  and  all  to  be  reported  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione. 
It  is  allwayes  declared  that  in  caice  the  stats  of  Zelland  and  toun  of 
Campheir  shall  rest  satisfied  with  the  letters  to  be  sent  them  by  the 
comity  for  the  staple  who  are  appointed  to  wryt  to  them  anent  the  pro- 
gres  alreadie  made  towards  thair  satisfactione,  then  ther  will  be  no  need 
for  sending  commissionars  concerning  that  affair.  As  also  the  said  particu- 
lar convention  is  heirby  warranted  to  add  any  other  clause  anent  trade  to 
the  said  address  as  they  shall  sie  cause  or  to  alter  the  samen  and  send 
up  the  same  in  any  other  forme  they  shall  think  convenient. 

Aberdeen  21,  22.  Appointed  committees  to  visit  the  burghs  of  Aberdeen  and  Bamff 

Bamfif.  and  to  report  as  to  their  common  good,  trade,  and  public  works. 
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23.  Ordained  the  burgh  of  Campbeltoun's  proportion  of  the  tax  roll  to  be  Edinburgh. 
twelve  pence  Scots  till  next  general  convention  and  to  be  applied  for  payment  9  July  1701. 
of  500  marks  allowed  Jedburgh.  Campbletoune. 

24.  Eemitted  to  the  committee  appointed  to  meet  after  the  dissolving  of  this  sir  Thomas 
convention  "  the  menioriall  presented  be  Sir  Thomas  MoncreifF  of  that  ilk  and  Monoreiflt. 
what  is  represented  therin  anent  the  £218  resting  by  the  unfree  traders." 

25.  Appointed  a  committee  to  vLsit  the  burgh  of  Nairn  and  report  as  to  Naime, 

"  ther  comon  good,  trade,  peir,  harbour,   and  bridge  ;  "   and   the   magistrates   of  Eotliesay. 
Eothesay  to  "  send  ane  report  signed  be  them  upon  oath  of  the  condition  of  the 
said  burgh  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione." 

26.  Appointed  a  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Inverness  for  getting  their  proper-  Inverness, 
tion  of  the  tax  roll  reduced  to  be  a  head  of  next  general  missive. 

27.  Allowed  to  the  burgh  of  Annan  400  marks  Scots  "toward  the  building  Annan. 
of  ane  bridge  over  the  water  of  Annan." 

28.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Montrose  and  to  report  as  Montrose. 
to  their  common  good,  trade,  and  public  works. 

29.  The    convention    haveing    taken    under    consideratione   the    27  £800  to  Mr 
article  of  the  misive  anent  the  great  trouble  and  paines  taken  by  .^neas  for'^oompend 
Macleod,  lait  generall   clerk   to   the   royall   borrowes,  in  thair  affairs,  by  °^  ^'^*^' 
compendizeing  the  whoU  acts,  statuts,  and  constitutiones  of  the  generall 

and  particular  conventiones,  and  makeing  ane  abreviat  of  the  said  com- 
pend  and  recording  the  wholl  reports  of  the  particular  burghs  of  this 
kingdome  made  by  the  visitors  appointed  for  that  eifect,  with  ane  index 
thairof,  all  produced  in  thair  presence ;  which  being  considered  by  the 
conventione  they  accept  thairof  as  good  and  acceptable  services  done  and 
performed  by  the  said  jSlneas  Macleod  to  the  royall  borrowes,  and  have 
appointed  the  soume  of  eight  hundreth  pounds  Scots  to  be  payed  to  him 
by  ther  agent  or  his  successores  in  office,  since  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  borrowes  will  not  allow  them  to  gratifie  him  as  his  services 
deserves,  and  appoynts  ane  hundreth  marks  to  be  payed  to  him  for  wryt- 
ing  the  saids  books. 

30.  Appointed  the   agent  to  pay  certain  salaries  and  gratuities  to  servants  Salaries  and 
and  others.  gratuities. 

31.  Eemitted  to  the  consideration  of  nest  general  convention  the  trouble  Clerks. 
taken  by  their  clerks  in  attending  parliament  and  several  committees. 

32.  Eemitted  to  the  consideration  of  next  general  convention  "  the  contain-  Plateforme. 
owing  of  the  present  plateforme  or  the  alteratione  therof" 

33.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  next  general  convention  to  Actofadjourn- 
be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1702.  ""''"*■ 
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Edinbuegh. 
8  January 
1702. 

Sederunt. 


Preses. 

Revising 

comissions. 

Commissions 

approven. 

Aileadpiance 

and  assurance. 


Generall 
comity. 


Address  to  Ms 
Majestie, 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Adam  Brown,  dean  of  gild,  Robert  Iixglis,  conveener;  Perth, 
George  Oliphant;  Dundie,  John  Scrimsour;  Aberdeen,  John  Allardes;  Stirline, 
Mr  Francis  Neaper ;  Lithgow,  Walter  Stewart ;  Glasgow,  John  Anderson ;  Aire, 
Robert  Mure ;  Hadingtowne,  William  M'Call ;  Dysart,  Alexander  Swintoun  ; 
Kirkcaldy,  John  Whyte  ;  Montross,  Robert  Rennald  ;  Coiipar,  Thomas  Beathone  ; 
Durafreise,  Robert  Johnstoune  ;  Inverness,  William  Duff ;  Bruntjsland,  James 
Midletowne ;  Inverkeithing,  James  Spittell ;  Kinghorn,  Patrick  Wallace ; 
Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Cuninghame  ;  Jedburgh,  Walter  Scot  ;  Wigtoune,  James 
GuUine ;  Pittinweem,  James  Cook  ;  Dumfermling,  Mr  James  Hamiltoun ; 
Enster  Wester,  Sir  Robert  Enster ;  Selkirk,  James  Scot ;  Dumbartoun,  Sir 
James  Smolet ;  Rhenfrew,  Coline  Campble ;  Dumbar,  Robert  Kellie ;  Aber- 
brothock,  John  Hutcheson  ;  Elgine,  James  Donaldsone  ;  Peebles,  John  Gibsone  ; 
Culross,  Sir  David  Dalrymple  ;  Bamff,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie ;  Whythorn,  David 
Stewart ;  Rothesay,  Mr  Dougall  Stewart ;  Forras,  Mr  William  Brodie  ;  North- 
berwick,  Mr  Alexander  Dumbar ;  Lauder,  George  Walker  ;  Kilrennie,  Captain 
Philip  Enster  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnstoun  ;  Lochmaben,  William  Menzies ; 
Galloway,  David  French  ;  Dingwall,  Mr  James  M'Kenzie ;  Kintoir,  Alexander 
Forbes  ;  Innerurie,  Mr  Robert  Forbes  ;  Inverbervie,  Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnet ; 
(twenty  burghs  absent). 

8  January  1702. 

1.  Sir  Patrick  Johnstone,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions. 

3.  Approved  of  all  the  commissions  produced. 

4.  Oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  assurance  subscribed. 

9  January  1702. 

5.  Appointed  a  committee  to  "  draw  the  draught  of  an  address  to  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Majestie  and  for  takeing  under  ther  consideratione  aU  other  thint^s 
that  shall  be  remitted  to  them." 

6.  The  conventione  haveing  heard  and  considered  the  draught  of  ane 
address  to  be  presented  to  his  Majestie,  brought  in  by  the  comitie 
appoynted  for  that  effect,  they  unanimously  approve  thereof  and  ordains 
the  samen  to  be  recorded,  the  tenor  whereof  followes  : — To  the  Kings 
most  excellent  Majestie,  the  humble  address  of  the  generall  conventione 
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of  the  royall  bon-ows  of  Scotland,  being  the  third  state  of  the  kingdome.  Edinbubqh. 
Great  Sir, — Albeit  that  most  of  your  royall  borrows  have  alreadie  upon  1702!™*'^^ 
this  occatione,  with  the  generality  of  your  other  good  subjects,  made  ther  Address  to  his 
sewerall  addresses  of  loyaltie  and  deutie  to  your  Majestic,  yeit  wee  have  '^^J'^^*'®- 
longed  with  some  impatience  for  this  opportunitie  to  give  this  united 
testimony  and  assurrance  of  our  sincere  affection  and  zeal  for  your 
Majesties  person  and  government  according  to  our  bound  deuty.  It  was 
the  state  of  your  royall  borrowes  that  in  the  late  unhappie  reigne  did 
suffer  the  first  and  greatest  attacks  of  arhitrarie  government,  whereby  for 
the  more  easie  introduceing  of  popery  and  slaverie  our  rights  and  liberties 
were  in  a  maner  subverted.  What  thanks  then  can  wee  render  to 
Almightie  God  and  to  your  Majestic,  as  his  choisen  instrument,  for  that 
great  deliverance  wrought  for  us  by  your  Majestie  from  such  ane  eminent 
ruine.  Nor  can  wee  be  less  sensible  of  these  great  and  maniefold  bless- 
sings  of  peace,  truth,  libertie,  and  righteousness  that  your  Majestie  hath 
ever  since  procured  and  maintained  for  us,  with  all  the  labour  and  hazards 
yow  have  undergone  in  your  oune  royall  persone  in  a  long  and  heavie 
warr,  whill  at  the  same  tyme  wee  enjoyed  in  all  tranquility  these  most 
desireable  fruits  of  your  Majesties  most  auspicious  and  rightfull  reigne 
over  us.  These  are  the  obligations  that  we  stand  under  to  your  Majestie, 
and  which  most  perpetuallie  engadge  us  to  all  the  loyalty,  fidelity,  grati- 
tude, and  affection  possiblie  wee  can  expres,  and  more  especiallie  to  resent 
and  detest  with  the  greatest  abhorrance  the  arrogant  injurie  offered  by 
the  French  King  to  your  Majestie,  and  all  ygur  kingdoms,  in  owneing  the 
pretendit  Prince  of  Wales  as  king  of  this  and  your  Majesties  other 
dominions,  contrair  to  your  Majesties  undoubted  right  and  title  soe 
righteously  and  eminently  established  and  owned  both  by  God  and  man. 
And  therfor  wee  doe  in  all  sinceritie,  and  with  all  that  faithfulnes  whereof 
wee  are  capable,  assure  your  Majestie  that  wee  will  adhere  to,  mantain, 
and  defend  your  Majesties  royall  person  and  most  rightfull  government  as 
our  only  undoubted  lord  and  soveraigne  against  the  said  pretendit  Prince 
of  Wales  and  all  your  Majesties  other  enemies  to  the  outmost  of  our  power, 
earnestlie  beseeching  almightie  God  long  to  perserve  and  ever  to  prosper 
your  Majesties  persone  and  government  for  the  defence  of  the  true  pro- 
testant  religione,  the  maintaineing  the  peace  of  Europe,  and  the  confort 
and  happiness  of  all  your  Majesties  dominions.  May  it  please  your 
Majestie,  [etc.]  Signed  bv  all  the  members  of  the  convcntione. 
2  '2s 
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Edinbuhuh.  7.   The  conveDtione  haveing  heard  and  considered  the  draughts  of 

1702^""^  two  letters  to  be  sent  to  the  secretaries  of  state,  brought  in  by  the  comity 
Letters  to  the  appointed  to  draw  the  same,  they  approve  of  the  saides  draughts  and 
stete'^"^'  °^  ordains  the  samen  to  be  recorded,  whereof  the  tenor  followes  ; — My  Lord, 
Wee  being  mett  in  a  conventione  of  royall  borrowes  thought  it  our  deutie, 
in  the  first  place,  to  take  to  our  consideratione  the  great  obligationes  wee 
owe  to  his  Majestie  for  haveing  (under  Godj  secured  to  us  our  religion, 
lives,  liberties,  and  properties  from  the  invasiones  threatened  against 
them,  and  the  great  abhorrance  wee  have  to  the  proceedinges  of  the 
French  King  in  owneing  the  pretendit  Prince  of  Wales  as  king  of  this 
natione  and  his  Majesties  other  dominiones,  and  therfor  esteemed  our 
selves  obleidged  to  give  evidence  thereof  by  ane  humble  and  deutifuU 
address  to  the  King,  and  wee  earnestly  intreat  your  lordship  will  be 
pleased  in  our  name  to  deliver  the  same  to  his  Majestie,  wee  aknowledge- 
ing  our  selves  extreamly  bound  to  your  lordship  for  the  containowed  cair 
ye  are  pleased  to  take  in  all  our  concernes,  and  your  cair  in  this  will  add 
more  obligationes  upon,  my  lord,  [etc.]      Sic  subscribitur :  Patt.  John- 

STOUN. 

My  lord. — Wee  have  according  to  our  deuty  in  this  present  juncture 
sent  ane  humble  address  to  his  Majestie  to  the  Earle  of  Seafeild,  lord 
secretarie  in  waiting  for  the  tyme,  and  seeing  wee  have  hade  frequent 
experience  of  your  lordships  favours  to  us,  wee  doe  now  humbly  intreat 
your  lordship  would  be  pleased  to  be  present  at  the  deliverie  of  our  said 
address  (whereof  wee  send  your  lordship  a  double  inclosed)  whereby  ye  will 
verie   much   obleidge,  my  lord,  [etc.]     Sic  subscribitur :    Patt.  John- 

STOUN. 

12  January  1702. 


Disbursements 
to  be  paid  by 
burghs. 


8,  The  convention  appointed  the  several  burghs  to  pay  to  Mr  James  Stewart, 
general  clerk,  their  propoi'tions  of  £15,000  Scots  to  be  applied  for  payment  of 
all  the  precepts  drawn  by  the  general  convention  in  July  1700,  extending  to 
,£10,686,  and  the  sum  of  £218,  14s.  3d.  sterling,  with  £16  of  interest  thereon, 
due  to  Sir  Thomas  MoncreifF,  on  his  giving  a  discharge,  "  with  ane  assignation 
from  Sir  Andrew  Miretowne  of  Gogar  to  the  equivalent  sownie  resting  to 
him  by  the  burghs  of  barronie  and  regalities."  Several  burghs  having  refused  to 
pay  their  proportions,  as  arrestments  had  been  used  in  their  hands  by  Mr  John 
Buohan's  creditors,  the  convention  agreed  to  relieve  these  bui'ghs  of  any  diligence 
Hgainst  theni  at  the  instance  of  the  creditors. 
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Edinburgh. 

15   January  1702.  Jro'^'""''"'-' 


9.  The  generall  convention   of  the   royall  borrowes,  takeing  to  ther  p''°7^'*'%°^ 
serious  consideratione   the  letters  sent  to  them  by  his  Majesties  states  off  Aberdeen  com 
Zealand  and  towne   of  Campheir,  exhibiteing   sewerall   complaintes   con-  campheir.  • 
cerneing  the  non  observance  of  the  staple  port,  and   that  the  punctwall 
observance  thereof  will  be  of  great  import  and  concerne  to  the  state  of 
borrows  and  haill  trade  of  the  natione,  and  for  that  effect  the  conventione, 
judgeing   it  necessary   and   expedient   some   discreit  and  weell  qualified 
persones  be  sent  over  to  Campheir  as  their  commissioners  to   setle  and 

adjust  all  the  differences  that  hes  iiappened  in  relation  to  the  breach  of 
the  said  staple  port  since  the  same  was  established  at  Campheir  and  for 
preventing  the  lycke  in  tyme  coraeing,  and  the  generall  convention  being 
fully  perswaded  of  the  integrity,  activitie,  and  other  qualificationes  of 
George  Oliphant,  present  provost  of  Perth,  and  John  Allardes,  present 
provost  of  Aberdeen,  therffore  they  have  given  and  granted,  lyckeas  by 
thir  presents  gives  and  grants  to  the  saides  George  Oliphant  and  John 
Allardes  full  power  and  commissione,  expres  bidding,  mandament  and 
charge,  for  us  and  in  our  names,  to  meet,  treat,  conclude,  and  determine 
with  the  states  of  Zealand  and  magistrats  of  Campheir  in  the  expres 
tearmes  of  the  last  established  staple  contract,  and  consert  such  measours 
with  them  as  will  prove  effectwall  for  renioveing  of  all  bypast  differences 
and  preventing  the  grounds  of  such  complaints  for  the  future,  to  the 
effect  all  mistaks  betuixt  the  saides  magistrats  of  Campheir  and  the 
royall  borrowes  may  be  removed  and  ane  intire  and  firme  freindship  and 
wnderstanding  containowed  betuixt  them  ;  firme  and  stable  holding  and 
for  to  hold  what  shall  be  transacted  and  aggreed  upon  towards  the  dew 
observance  of  tlie  said  staple  port  and  the  honour  and  intrest  of  the  royall 
burrowea,  provideing  the  same  be  conforme  to  the  contract  past  betuixt 
the  royall  borrowes  and  the  magistrates  of  Campheir  in  all  poyntes. 

10.  The  convention,  considering  the  manie  complaints  made  to  them  Act  anent  the 

,  1    xi  11  staple  por'- ""■ 

against  the  not  dew  observance  of  the  staple  contract,  and  the   sewerall  Gilbert 
breaches  thereof  by  the  merchants  and   masters  of  shipes  carrieing  ther  Stewart. 
staple  goodes  by  the  staple  port  of  Campheir,  for  remead  therof  the  con- 
vention doe  ratifie  ther  act  of  the  dait  the  [10]  day  of  Febwarie  j™  vj'= 
and  nintie  nyne  yeires,  made  anent  the  punctwall  observeing  of  the   said 


t  and 
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EDiNBnBGH.     contract  in  all  poynts,  and  finding  tlie  conservators  residence  at  Campljeir 

lo  January  sr   j         >  o  _  r 

3702.  to  be  necesar  for  preserveing  the  privieledges  of  the  royall  borrowes,  doe 

Act  anent  the  therfor  appoint  his  residence  to  be  at  the  said  staple  port  of  Campheir,  con- 
GUbe^rt""  ^"  forme  to  his  signed  instructiones  given  to  him  by  the  royall  borrowes,  and 
Stewart.  ^j^^^  heirafter  he  shall  not  exact  any  dewes  for  staple  goodes   that  comes 

to  any  other  port  within  the  provinces  except   the  staple  port  of  Cam- 
pheire  (coalls  only  excepted),  and  appoints  him  and  his  deputs  to  give 
punctwall  informatione  of  all  merchants   or  masters   of  ships  that  cary 
staple   goodes  by  the   staple  port  to  Mr  Gilbert  Stewart,  as   the  person 
whom  the  royall  borrowes   hes  impowered  to  prosecut  the  transgressores 
of  the  said  staple  contract,  or  to  any  other  person  that  shall  be  appointed 
for  that  end,  but  prejudice  to  the  conservator  to  persew  for  his  conservator 
dewes  as  accords  of  the  law ;    and  the  convention  recommendes  to  the 
manadgers  of  the  tack  of  his  Majesties  cnstomes,  ther  collectors  and  ser- 
vants, to  take  bonds  from  the  masters  of  ships  in  the  tearmes  of  the  acts 
of  his  Majesties  privie  councill,  obleidgeing  them  to  unload  ther  goodes 
at  the  said  staple  port  of  Campheir  and  to  retume  certificats  thereof,  and 
in  caice  they  doe  not  retume  the  same  within  the  tyme  prescrived  in  the 
saids  acts  to  cause  delyver  ther  bonds  to  the  said  Mr  Gilbert  Stewart  or 
to  any  other  persone  that  shall  be  appointed  to  prosecut  the  transgressors 
of  the  said  staple  porte;   and  to  the  effect  the  transgressoi-s  of  the   said 
contract  and  acts  of  privie  councill  may  be  dewly  prosecut  and  punished 
conforme  thereunto,  they  appoynt  Mr  John   Buchan  to  delyver  up  to  the 
said  Mr  Gilbert  Stewart  what  decreits  and  dilligences  foUoweing  thereupon 
he  hes  against  any  of  the  saids  transgressores  preceeding  the  moneth  of 
Jully  j™  vij",  and   ordains  the  said  master   Gilbert   Stewart  to  put  the 
saides  decreets  and   dilligences  to  punctwall   executione  and  to  prosecut 
these  who  have  transgressed  the  said  staple  port  since  the  said  moneth 
of  Jully  j™  vij*'  yeires  and  in  tyme   comeing,  and  with  power  to  the  said 
Mr  Gilbert  Stewart  to  uplift  the  saids  fynes  and  grant  discharge  therefor. 
Address  to  Us  H-   The  conventione  haveing  heard  and  considered  the  draughts  of 

Majestie.  three  sewerall  letters  to  be  sent  to  his   Majestie,  states  of  Zealand  and 

towne  of  Campheir,  brought  in  by  the  comity  appointed  for  that  effect,  they 
approve  of  the  samen,  and  ordains  the  saides  letters  to  be  recorded,  whereof 
the  tenor  followes  :  May  it  please  your  Majestie, — Wee  the  representa- 
tives of  your  royall  borrowes  mett  in  a  generall  convention  have  receaved 
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your  royall  letter  of  the  sixth  instant  touching  the  complaints  made  by  the  fg^'j'^anuar''' 
states  of  Zealand  and  magistrats  of  the  towne  of  Campheir  of  the  viola- 1702. 


tion  of  the  staple  contract,  and  can  assure  your  Majestie  since  the  same  Address  to  his 

was  entered  unto  wee  have  not  been  negligent  to  have  it  dewly  observed  '"'^J^^''^- 

as  the  prosecutiones  made  by  our  agent  from  tyme   to  tyme  of  sewerall 

transgressors  will  testifle  ;   but  in  obedience  to  your  Majesties  letter,  and 

for  your  Majesties  full  satisfactione  in  this  affair,  wee  have  again  [taken]  the 

whoU  to  our  consideratione,  and  to  cutt  of  all  complaints  for  the  futur,  have 

in  the  first  place  ratified  and  revived  all  former  acts  for  the  exact  and  strict 

observance  of  the  staple  port,  and  have  choisen  two  of  our  own  number  to 

goe  with    the    conservator   to   Zealand    betuixt   and    the   first  of  March, 

and  ther  to  adjust  with  the  magistrats  of  Campheir  and  states  of  Zealand 

all   matters    for  remedie  and   redress   of  complaints,  and   to  concert  the 

strictest  methods  for  the  observance  of  the  staple  port  in  tyme  comeing. 

Wee  have  now  lyckwayes  made  chois  of  and  fully  impowered  a  sufficient 

person  and  weell  aquainted  with  the  affaires  of  the  staple  for  prosecuting 

all   transgressors  and  particularly  those  sett  down  in  the   list  sent  from 

Campheir,  and  wee  have  farder  resolved  that  the  conservator  shall  reside 

for  heirafter  at  Campheir,  but  because   he  hes  not  at  present  personall 

safety  to  reside  there,  by  reason  of  ane  sentance  of  the  houff  of  Holland 

standing  against  him,  at  the  instance  of  one  master  Ryx,  [whereof  we]  have 

formerly  complained  as  contrairie  to  our   privieledges,   wee  doe    in    all 

humilitie  beseech  your  Majestie  to  interpose  effectwally  in  this  affair  with 

the  states  of  Zealand  that  this  sentance  may  be  taken  of  soe  as  he  may 

reside  ther  with  safety  and  freedome.      These  things  wee  hope  will  be 

satisfieing  to  your  Majestie,  and  both  in  these  and  all  thinges  els  wee  shall 

constantly  endeavour   to   aquyte    ourselves    in  all  deutie  and  loyalty  as 

becomes,  great  Sir,  [etc.]    Signed  in  presence  and  by  warrant  of  the  conven- 

tione  by  Patt.  Johnstoun. 

Noble  and  mighty  Lords, — Wee  desired  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  Letter  to  the 
to  give  yow  the  reasones  why  your  letter  of  the   16th  October  last  could  land!" 
not  be  soe  soon  taken  under  consideratione  as  wee  would  have  inclyned, 
but  now  upon   the  opening  of  this  present  convention  wee    have   gone 
through  the  bussines  of  the  staple  and  not  only  provided  soe  far  as  wee  could 
imagine  for  the  strict  observance  thereof  in  tyme  comeing,  by  our  enjoyne- 
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Edinburgh. 
15  January 
1702. 

Letter  to  the 
Stats  of  Zea- 
land. 


ing  all  dilligence  to  the  outmost  severeity  against  the  by  past  trans- 
gressores  and  such  as  shall  coutraveen  in  tyme  comeing,  and  by  reviveing 
and  ratiefieing  all  former  laws  made  for  the  dew  observance  of  the  staple, 
and  particularly  by  ordoring  the  lord  conservator  to  reside  at  the  staple 
port,  but  alsoe  least  anie  thing  necessarie  to  adjust  all  differences  might 
have  been  omitted  wee  have  in  complyance  with  your  lordships  letter 
comissionate  two  of  our  number,  to  witt,  the  provosts  of  Perth  and  Aber- 
deen, to  goe  to  Campheir  to  attend  your  lordships  in  ordor  to  ane  finall 
setlement  of  all  that  may  tend  to  the  advantadge  of  the  staple,  and  by 
doeing  quherof  wee  hope  it  will  appear  that  wee  have  exerted  all  our 
power  to  doe  your  lordships  and  the  magistrats  of  Campheir  justice.  Wee 
are  heartily  satisfied  that  thair  is  no  differrence  nor  mistake  betuixt  your 
lordships  and  the  lord  conservator  and  shall  be  weell  pleased  that  ane  good 
correspondence  be  allwaj'es  keeped  up  betuixt  yow.  Wee  shall  not  trouble 
yow  with  any  retume  to  these  expostulations  yow  make  anent  our  slack- 
nes  in  tymes  bygone,  seeing  wee  have  reason  to  beleive  that  what  wee 
have  now  done  will  make  appologie  to  your  satisfactione,  and  therfore  shall 
only  add  that,  as  wee  doe  heartily  wish  the  good  success  and  prosperitie 
of  all  the  staple  and  resolve  firmly  to  contribut  our  best  endeavours  for 
that  end,  soe  wee  tender  our  most  hearty  respects  and  deuty  to  your  lord- 
ships and  shall  vpon  all  occationes  evidence  that  wee  are,  noble  and 
mighty  lords,  [etc.]     Sic  subscribitur :   Patt.  Johnstoun. 


Letter  to  the 
Town  of  Cam- 
pheir. 


Right  honourable, — Wee  desired  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  to 
give  yow  the  reason  why  your  letter  of  the  18th  October  last  could  not 
soe  soon  be  taken  under  consideratione  as  wee  would  have  inclined.  Wee 
have  since  hade  the  honour  to  receave  exhibiteing  to  us  sewerall  com- 
plaints of  the  breach  of  the  staple  contract  and  desireing  that  effectwall 
methods  may  be  taken  for  remead  thereof  in  the  future,  and  that  for  this 
end  commissioners  may  be  sent  over  fully  instructed  by  us  to  treat  with 
your  honors  in  ordor  to  take  away  all  grounds  of  complaints.  Wee  have 
allwayes  been  and  still  are  desirous  that  the  said  contract  be  inviolably 
observed,  and  to  remove  as  much  as  is  in  our  power  all  obstructiones 
therof,  wee  have  at  present  in  complyance  with  your  honours  desire  made 
such  inquirie  into  the  affair  as  is  possible  at  this  distance  and  sent  over 
two  of  our  number,  viz.,  the  provosts  of  Perth  and  Aberdeen,  with  full 
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instructiones  to  make  a  farder  tryall  and  to  treat  with  your  honours  and  Edinbukgh. 

use  ther  outmost  endeavours  to  adjust  all  differences.      They   are  persons  noi^'"*"^^ 

of  such   ability  and  integrity  that  wee  doubt  not  but  they  will  give  all  Letter  to  tba  " 

possible  satisfactione   as  to  the  particulars  complained  of  or  what  may  be  ca™heir 

thought  needfull  on  the  place.      The  lord  conservator  is  appointed  to  goe 

alongat  with  them  and  to  reside  at  the  staple  port  in  tyme  comeing.    Wee 

have  also  revived  former  acts  against  the  non  observers  of  the  staple  and 

laid  down  effectwall  methods  for  puting  the  laws  against  contraveeners 

formerly  and  in  tyme  comeing  in  full  and  vigorous  execution.     These,  wee 

hope,  shall  be  successful  means  to  remove  all  the  present  greivances  anent 

the  staple,  and  wee  shall  be   verie  glad  to   doe  anything  that  may  be 

judged  farder  needfull   to  give  your  honours  inteir  satisfactione,  it  being 

our  cordiall  desire  to  maintain  that  good  understanding  hes  allwayes  been 

betuixt  us.      Wee  are,  right  honourable,  [etc.]     Signed  by  warrant,  Patt. 

JOHNSTOUN. 

12.    The  conventione  haveing  heard  and  considered  the   instructiones  instructions  to 
to  be  given  to  George  Oliphant,  provost  of  Perth,  and  John  AUardes,  ther  sioners  that 
comissioners  to  Campheir  for  setleing  and  adjusting  all  differrences  in  rela-  '"^"* '°  ^^™-' 
tione  to  the  staple  port,  which  being  pubiictly  read   are  approven   and 
ordained  to  be  recorded,  quherof  the  tenor  foUowes — 

(1™°)  That  the  saides  commissionars  carie  with  them  ane  abstract  of 
all  the  acts  of  the  royall  borrowes  collected  be  Mr  ^ueas  Macleod  and 
extracts  of  such  acts  as  they  call  for  from  the  clerks  of  the  royall  borrowes, 
with  extracts  of  the  Kings  letter  and  the  letters  from  the  states  of  Zealand 
and  town  of  Campheir  to  the  royall  borrowes,  in  relatione  to  the  staple 
port,  with  ane  extract  of  the  conservators  comissione  and  instructiones. 

(2*°)  That  the  conservator,  his  deputs,  collectors,  and  other  members 
of  his  court,  may  exhibit  ther  bookes,  peapers  and  accompts,  to  the  saides 
commissioners  when  called  for. 

(3"°)  That  the  saids  commissionars  doe  examine  impartially  the 
groundes  of  the  towne  of  Campheires  repeated  complaints,  mentioned  in 
ther  letters  to  the  royall  borrowes,  and  also  to  examine  the  occatione  of 
the  breach  of  the  staple  contract  as  they  shall  be  offered  to  them  by  the 
towne  of  Campheir,  the  conservator,  factors,  merchants  and  others ;  and 
further  to  enquire  unto  the  complaints  to  be  given  in  to  them  by  the  con- 
servatoi'S,  factors,  merchants,  skipper.s,  or  others,  against  any  persone  sub- 
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Edinbukgh.     ject  to  the  Scots  jurisdictione,  and  to  the  effect  forsaid  to  call  for  wryts, 
1702.  books,  instructiones  and  discharges,  and  to  lead  probatione. 

Instructions  to         (4'°)  And  that  they  inform  themselves  of  the  Scots  minister,  church, 
BiOTierathat      session,  and  others  at  Campheir,  the  state  and  conditione  of  ther  poor, 
went  to  Cam-    ^ud  how  thair  monie  is  laid  out  and  imployed,  and  to  give  directiones  to 
the  consistorie  that  the  same  may  be  secured  to  the  best  advantage  upon 
a  sure  found  and  particularly  with   Mr  Ryx's  intrometting  with  the  exer- 
cise of  Mr  Snip,  lait  minister. 

(5*°)  That  they  examine  all  the  stepts  of  that  affair  betuixt  the  con- 
servator and  Arnold  Ryx  and  to  endeavour  ane  accomodatione. 

(6*°J  That  they  concurr  with  the  magistrats  of  Campheir  for  regulate- 
ing  the  fees  and  fraughts  of  the  mettsters,  inland  skippers,  slypers,  work- 
men and  pilots. 

(7™°)  That  the  saids  commissioners  shall  obleidge  the  magistrats  of 
Campheir  to  procure  from  the  stats  of  Zealand  sufiScient  convoyes  at  least 
twyce  a  year  in  tyme  of  warr,  conform  to  the  staple  contract. 

(8°)  That  they  endeavour  to  accommodat  that  affair  betuixt  the  magis- 
trats of  Campheir  and  John  Gordon  anent  his  house. 

(9°)  That  they  cause  put  in  executione  the  rules  and  ordors  relateing 
to  the  Scots  house,  and  that  they  give  suitable  instructiones  to  John 
Gordon,  master  of  the  same,  he  keeping  his  house  sufficiently  furnished. 

(10°)  And  that  they,  upon  a  clear  probatione,  give  furth  ther  sentance 
in  all  matters  to  be  brought  befor  them,  and  that  where  they  are  not  cleir 
to  determine  or  reconcile  the  pairties  they  report  to  the  nixt  generall  con- 
ventione,  and  to  endeavour  that  non  of  thair  privieledges  be  infringed, 
provideing  no  burden  be  brought  on  the  royall  borrowes. 

(11°)  That  they  have  power  to  name  ther  clerk  and  other  servants 
and  that  they  be  enjoyned  to  keep  exact  records  of  all  ther  proceedings. 

(12°)  And  that  they  consult  and  conclude  measours  with  the  magis- 
trats of  Campheir  for  the  religious  observance  of  the  staple  contract  in 
tyme  comeing  as  to  what  is  incumbent  to  be  done  by  either  pairtie  to 
others. 

Commissioners         13.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  provosts  of  Perth  and  Aberdeen  £50 
expenses,  £100.  sterling  each  for  defraying  their  charges  and  expenses  to  Campheir. 

Act  in  favours         14.   The  Convention  haveing  considered  the  petition  given  in  by  the 

^""''        burgh  of  Elgine,  representing  that  they  hade  found  out  a  verie  convenient 
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place  for  building  of  ane  harbour  in  the  moueth  of  Lossie,  upon  their  own  Edinbttrgh. 
property,  which  will  be  of  great  use  not  only  to  the  said  burgh  bot  also  to  1702. 
the  natione,  and  the  lordes  of  his  Majesties  privie  councill  upon  the  appli-  Act  in  favours 
cation   made   to    them    ordered   a  voluntar  contributione  to  be  collected  °^  ^'s™^- 
through  the  haill  paroch  churches  of  the  kingdome  upon  such  convenient 
day  or  dayes  as  they  should  sie   convenient,  creaveand  therfor  that  they 
would  seriously  recomend  to  the  haill  royall  borrowes  within  the  kingdom 
to  be  liberall  in  thair  contributione  for  promoteing  soe  good  and  advan- 
tagious  a  work,  as  the  petitione  beares  ;  whilk  being  considered  by  the 
conventione  they  grant  the  desire  therof  and  heirby  seriously  recomends 
to   the  haill  respective  royall    borrowes    to    give    ther    outmost    assist- 
ance   and    concurrance    to  the    said    collectione    to  be    collected  by  any 
that  shall  be  appointed  for  that  effect,  and  to  be  liberall  in  thair  contri- 
butione, conforme  to  the  said  act  of  his  Majesties  privie  councill  in  all 
points. 

15.  Appointed  a  committee  "to  enquire  into  the  state  of  the  tack  of  the  Tack  of  cus- 
customes  and  forraigne  excyse,  taken  by  warrant  of  the  convention  held  at  Edin-   °™^" 
burgh  in  November  j™  vj°  nynty  seaven,  and  call  the  manadgers  befor  them  and 

make  report  again  the  nixt  generall  convention." 

16  January  1702. 

1 6.  Having  again  considered  the  tack  of  the  customs  and  foreign  excise,  the  Comity  anent 

.      .  .  &  >  ^j^Q  tack  of 

convention  approved  of  the  remit  in  the  preceding  act  and   added  other  three  ti^g  oustomes. 

burghs  to  the  committee.  Several  burghs  thereupon  "  declaired  their  disasent 
and  that  they  could  not  signe  the  bookes,  seeing  that  would  be  ane  homologa- 
tione  of  the  said  vote,"  and  removed,  stating  "  they  were  to  give  in  to  the  con- 
vention nixt  day  ther  reasones  of  the  dissent  in  wryt.'' 

17.  Appointed    the    several    burghs   to   send   their   commissioners   to    next  Anent  tack  of 
general  convention  fully  instructed  in  all  that  concerns  the  tack  of  customs  and  <'"^''°"^- 
excise. 

19.  Appointed  a  committee  "  to  wait  upon  his  Majesties  advocat  in  ordor  to  Comity  to  wait 

>  1  •  •  111  i^i'Ti/T'j-*  **       0X1  ills   iVlQ16S~ 

draw  ane  representatione   to  be  given    in  to  the   lords  ot   his  Majesties   privie  ties  advocat. 
councill  "  in  relation  to  a  representation   by  the   dean    of  guild   of  Edinburgh 
"  anent  coall,  salt,  French  wyne,  brandie,  and  the  other  particulars  therin  men- 
tioned. Laws  to  be  put 

to  execution 

20.  The  convention  appoynts  the  severall  burghs  to  put  the  lawes  l^^'f'J^^^'^' 
•2  2  T 
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Edinbubqh.     and  acts  of  parliament  to  vigorous   executione  within   thair   respective 

^_^^^d,nuary      jurisdiction  anent  the  right  makeing  of  plaiden,  fingrams  and   stockins, 

Laws  to  be  put  and  the  manufactor  of  linnen,  and  to  report  ther  dilligence  therin  to  the 

ane^t^piai™     ^ixt    general!    conventione,    and    to  bring  to  the    said    convention  what 

ing,  etc.  overtours   may  be   thought   needfuU  for  regulateing  the  samen,   as  also 

the   laws  and   acts  of  parliament   anent    the    exportation    of   wooll   and 

importatione  of  woollen  manufactors  and  the  right  sorting  of  wooll  and 

dressing  of  leather,  all  quhich  to  be  a  head   of  the  nixt  generall  misive, 

and  that  [the]  agent  represent  the  same  in  the  memorial  to  be  given  in 

to  the  privie  councill. 

21.  Appointed  the  committee  anent  the  tack  of  customs  to  meet  on  Thurs- 
day next  at  three  o'clock. 


Edinburgh.    Meeting  OF  COMMITTEE,  appointed  hy  the  \5th  and  \Qth  acts 
voi '"  "^  of  last  General  Convention,  held  at  Edinbuegh. 

22  January  1702. 

Edinburgh,  Adame  Broun,  dean  of  gild,  Robert  Inglis,  convener  ;  Pertli, 
George  Oliphant  ;  Aberdeen,  John  Allardes  ;  Dysart,  Alexander  Swintoune  ; 
Kirkcaldie,  James  Whyte  ;  Invernese,  William  DufF ;  Innerkeithing,  James 
Spitell  ;  Forras,  Mr  William  Brodie  ;  Innerurie,  Mr  Robert  Forbes  ;  Innerber- 
vie,  Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnot. 

1 .   Sir  Patrick  Johnstoune,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  The  comity  conforme  to  the  power  granted  to  them  by  the  15,  16 
and  21  acts  of  the  last  generall  conventione  hold  en  at  Edinburgh  upon 
the  eight  day  of  January  instant,  haveing  mett  and  taken  to  ther  con- 
sideratione  the  whoU  affair  to  them  comitted,  and  also  considering  that 
severall  members  of  the  said  comity  cannot  convenientlie  attend,  and 
lyckwayes  that  the  bookes  relateing  to  the  manadgement  of  the  tack  of 
the  customes  and  forraigne  excyse,  taken  for  the  behoove  of  the  royall 
borrowes  in  the  year  j™  vj<^  and  nynty  seaven  yeares,  can  be  more  con- 
veniently inspected  by  ane  subcomitty,  they  therfor  nominat  and  appoint 
Edinburgh,  Perth,  Aberdeen,  Dyssart,  Kirkcaldie,  Invernese,  Inverkeith- 
ing,  Dumfermling,  Forras,  Innerury,  and  Inverbervie,  whereof  fyve  to  be 
a  quorum,  Edinburgh  being  allwayes  one,  as  a  subcomity  to  take   inspec- 


Sederunt. 


Preses. 

Subcomitie 
appointed. 
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tione  of  thair  books  and  state  the  articles  thairof,  by  way  of  charge  and  Edinburgh. 
discharge,  and  report   ther  opinion  thairof  to  the  comitie  ;  and  appoints  1702!'°"^'^^ 
the  subcomitie  to  meet  upon  Munday  the  second  of  February  nixt  at  fyve  subcomitie 
acloack  in  the  afternoon,  and   that   this  be   intimat   to   the  manadgers  of  ^PP°™*<"i- 
the  said  tack  by  the  clerk  that  they  may  attend  the  said  subcomity  with 
thair  whoU   bookes  of  the  first  years  manadgement,  and   that  it   be   also 
intimat  to  them  to  haue  the  rest  of  their  bookes  in  readines  to  be  pro- 
duced when  the   said   subcomity  shall   think   fitt   to   call   for   them,  and 
grants  full  power  to  the  said  subcomity  to  adjourn  themselves  from  tyme 
to  tyme  as  they  shall  sie  cause. 

2  February  1702. 

Edinburgh,  Adam  Broun,  dean  of  gild,  Robert  Inglis,  convener  ;   Dumferm-  Sedenmt  of 
ling,  Mr  James  Hamiltoun  ;   Forras,  Mr  William  Brodie  ;   Innerury,  Mr  Robert 
Forbes  ;   Inverbervie,  Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnot. 

The  subcomity,  in  regaird   the   manadgers   of  the   customes   hes   not  Manadgers  to 
compeired,  ordains  ther  officer  to  ceit  them   to  compeir  befor   the    grand 
comity  on  Munday  the  sexteen  day  of  February  instant  at  fyve  acloack  at 
night. 

16  February  1702. 

Edinburgh,  Adam  Broun,  dean  of  gild,   Robert  Inglis,   conveener  ;   Lithgow,  Sederunt  of 
Walter  Stewart ;    Hadingtowne,  William  M'Call  ;    Dyssart,    Alexander   Swin-  *"  <=oniitie. 
tone;  Kirkcaldie,  John  Whyte ;   Iuverne.se,  William  DufF ;   Innerkeithing,  James 
Spittell ;   Dumfermling,  Mr  James  Hamiltoun  ;   Forras,  Mr  William  Brodie  ;  In- 
nerury, Mr  Robert  Forbes  ;  Inverbervie,  Mr  Alexander  Arbuthnot. 

1.  The  comity  elects  the  dean  of  gild  of  Edinburgh  to  be  ther  preses.  Pieses. 

2.  The  comity  haveing  considered  the  comuneing  in  my  lord  advocats  Act  appointing- 
lodgeing,  with  Sir  James  Smolet  and  Mr  William  Johnstoun,  two  of  the  1™  mV^iord™ad- 
manadgers  of  the  customes,  in  presence  of  my  lord  advocat,  and  that  my  vocats. 

lord  advocat  creaved  a  delay  to  the  morrow  morneing  at  nyne  acloack  in 
ordor  to  bring  matters  to  ane  amicable  adjustment,  therfor  the  comity 
recomends  to  the  subcomity  formerly  named,  to  whom  Lithgow  and 
Hadingtown  is  added,  f3rve  being  allwayes  a  quorum,  that  in  case  the 
manadgers  doe  appear  befor  them    and    creave    a   tyme    to    have    thair 
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Edinbdbgh.  books  in  readieness,  in  ordor  to  be  exhibited,  and  that  they  -will  accord- 
1702?  "'^'^  ingly  exhibit  the  same  to  be  inspected  conforme  to  the  power  granted  by 
Act  appointing  the  generall  conventione,  that  they  may  allow  them  any  day  in  May  nixt 
l^^yloriTl-  to  come,  and  in  case  the  manadgers  does  not  soe  the  snbcomity  are  heirby 
vocats.  ordered  to  proceed  in  all  dilligence  and  that  with  all  expeditione. 


Sederunt  of 
the  comity. 
Preses. 

Letters  of 
horneing 
against  man- 
adgers. 


Petition  to  he 
given  to  lorda 
of  se.ssion. 


Manadgers  to 
he  instrument 
ed  for  not  pro 
ducing  hooks. 


17  February  1702. 

[Same  as  last  meeting. 

1 .  The  comity  elects  the  dean  of  gild  of  Edinburgh  to  be  ther  preses. 

2.  The  comity  considering  that  non  of  the  manadgers  of  the  customes 
have  appeared  in  ordor  either  to  exhibit  thair  bookes  or  to  creave  a  tyme 
for  doeing  therof,  notwithstanding  of  a  ceitation  given  to  them  for  that 
end,  and  they  being  frequently  called  at  the  door  as  use  is,  therfor  the 
comity,  conform  to  the  power  lodged  in  them,  and  in  ordor  to  prosecute 
the  act  of  the  generall  convention,  doe  decern  and  ordain  Sir  James 
Smolet  of  Bonhill,  Sir  Archibald  Mure  of  Thornetowne,  William  Menzies, 
lait  baillie  of  Edinburgh,  and  Mr  William  Johnstoune,  to  produce  and 
exhibit  befor  them  all  bookes  relateing  to  the  manadgement  of  the  tack 
of  the  customes  and  forraigne  excyse,  taken  by  the  royall  borrowes  in 
anno  1697,  for  the  first  thrie  years  of  the  said  tack,  and  ordains  letters 
of  horneing  to  be  directed  heiron  conform  to  the  acts  of  parliament  and  in 
name  and  at  the  in.stance  of  Andrew  Ross,  writer  in  Edinburgh,  their 
agent. 

3.  The  comity  ordains  Forras,  Dumfermling,  Innerurie  and  Inver- 
bervie, to  draw  ane  bill  in  name  of  the  comity  to  the  lords  of  sessione 
representing  the  haill  matter  and  stepts  of  procedour,  with  the  manad- 
gers contumacie,  and  to  creave  that  in  caice  any  bill  of  suspensione 
shall  be  presented  befor  any  of  thair  number  by  the  saids  manadgers 
or  any  of  them  they  would  be  pleased  to  recomend  to  the  said  lord  to 
allow  the  said  comity  or  ther  subcomity  the  favour  to  sie  and  ansuer  the 
same. 

4.  The  comity  ordains  the  said  Andrew  Ross  in  name  of  the  royall 
!  borrowes   to   requyre   the   saids   manadgers   to   exhibit   and   produce   the 

forsaides  books  for  the  first  thrie  years  of  ther  manadgement  befor  them 
or  their  subcomity,^  and  to  protest  for  all  coast,  skaith,  and  damnadge  that 
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shall  aryse  to  the  royall  borrowes  or  any  of  them  in  and  through  ther  f7°FeW?^ 
contumacie  and  contempt,  and  that  under  form  of  instrument.  1702. 


Meeting  op  Committee  anent  the  Staple  Port,  held  at       Edinburgh. 

-^  ^  7  April  1702. 

JiiDlNBURGH. 

7  April  1702. 

Edinburgh,  Adam  Brown,   dean  of   gild,   Robert  Inglis,   convener  j    Perth,  Sederunt. 
George  Oliphant  ;    Aberdeen,  John  Allardes  ;   Dumfermling,   Mr  James  Hamil- 
ton ;   Dumbartoun,  Sir  James  Smollet  ;   Rothesay,  Dougall  Stewart;  Lochmaben, 
William  Menzies. 

1.  The  comity  elects  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  to  be  ther  preses.  treses. 

2.  The  comity  appointed  for  the  bussines   of  the  staple  port   being  Commissioners 
desired  by  the  provosts  of  Pearth   and  Aberdeen,  the  two  commissioners  *°    ^^^^  ''"'■ 
appoynted  to  goe  to  Camphere,  to  meit  and  give  thair  opinion  anent  the 

saids  commissioners  ther  prosecuting  the  said  comission,  it  is  the  unani- 
mouse  opinion  of  the  comitie  that  the  saids  commissionars  should  proceed 
on  ther  voyadge  as  they  were  appointed  by  the  conventione  and  to  use 
ther  outmost  endeavours  to  accomodat  these  affaires  of  the  staple  to  the 
best  advantage  ;  as  also  the  comity  did  call  for  Gilbert  Stewart  and 
desired  him  to  advance  the  commissioners  the  sowme  of  ane  hundreth 
pownds  sterline,  conforme  to  the  conventions  act,  and  he  haveing  told  the 
comity  that  he  hade  receaved  non  of  these  effects  out  of  which  the  for- 
said  sowme  was  appointed  to  be  payed,  albeit  he  hade  used  dilligence  for 
that  end,  which  being  considered  by  the  comity  it  is  thair  opinion  that 
seeing  the  commissionars  are  come  up  this  length  with  a  designe  to  goe 
forward,  and  that  it  might  be  verie  dishonourable  als  weell  as  prejudiciall 
to  the  royall  borrowes  iff  ther  voyadge  should  be  now  retarded,  therfor  it 
is  the  opinion  of  the  wholl  comity  that  the  said  Gilbert  Stewart  should 
advance  to  the  commissionars  the  forsaid  sowme  of  ane  hundreth  pound, 
sterline,  quherof  the  one  half  therof  in  hand  and  the  other  half  within  ten 
dayes  after  ther  arriveall  at  Campheir  ;  and  it  is  further  the  unanimouse 
opinion  of  the  said  comity  that  in  caice  the  said  hundreth  pownds,  ster- 
line,   cannot   be  raised   by  the  said  Gilbert  Stewart  out   of  the  fonds 
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Edinbdegh. 
7  AprU  1702. 


intrusted  to  him,  then  and  in  that  caice  that  the  royall  borrowes  at  ther 
nixt  generall  convention  in  JuUy  should  reimburse  him  of  the  said  sowme 
with  the  intrest  thereof  untill  he  be  payed. 


Edinburgh. 
7  July  1702. 

Sederunt. 


Preses. 
Members 
qualified. 
Committee. 


Commissions 
approval!. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Adam  Brown,  dean  of  gild,  Robert  Inglis,  conveener  ;  Perth, 
Alexander  Robertson  ;  Dundie,  John  Scrimsour  ;  Aberdeen,  John  Ross  ;  Stir- 
line,  Mr  Francis  Neaper ;  Lithgow,  Walter  Stewart  ;  St  Andrews,  Hugh 
Montgomerie  ;  Glasgow,  Hugh  Montgomrie  j  Air,  John  Mure  ;  Hadingtoun, 
William  M'Call  ;  Dyssart,  Alexander  Swintown  ;  Kirkealdie,  John  Whyte  ; 
Montrose,  Robert  Renold  ;  Coupar,  William  Greig  ;  Enster  Easter,  Captain 
Philp  Enster  ;  Dumfreise,  Robert  Johnstoun ;  Invernese,  Alexander  Duff ; 
Bruntisland,  Alexander  Gedd  ;  Innerkeithing,  James  Spittell  ;  Kinghorn, 
William  Smeiton  ;  Breichen,  John  Dogg  ;  Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Cuninghame  ; 
Jedburgh,  Walter  Scot  ;  Kirkcudbright,  James  Gordon  ;  Wigetowne,  William 
Goultran  ;  Pittenweem,  William  Bell ;  Selkirk,  Robert  Scot ;  Dumbartoun,  Sir 
James  Smolet ;  Rhenfrew,  Coline  Campble  ;  Dunbar,  Robert  Kellie  ;  Lanerk, 
Archibald  Simpsone ;  Arbroth,  John  Hutchesone ;  Elgine,  James  Stewart ;  Peebles, 
Archibald  Sheill;  Oraill,  William  Craufurd;  Culross,  Sir  David  Dalrymple;  Tayne, 
^neas  Macleod;  Bamff,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie;  Forfar,  Charles  Dicksone;  Nairn, 
John  Rose;  Forras, Mr  William  Brodie;  Rutherglen,  John  Scot  j  Kilrennie,  Thomas 
Peacock  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnstoun  ;  Sanquhair,  James  Huntar  ;  Ding- 
wall, Keneth  Bayne  ;  Queensferrie,  James  Dalgleish  ;  Fortrose,  Hugh  Baillie  ; 
Kintoir,  James  Bruice  ;  Innerurie,  Mr  Robert  Forbes  ;  Week,  William  Murray; 
Stanraer,  Sir  Patrick  Murray  ;   (twelve  burghs  absent.) 

7  July  1702. 

1.  Sir  Patrick  Johnstoun,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  assurance  subscribed. 

3.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions. 

8  July  1702. 

4.  Approved  of  the  commissions,  except  those  of  six  burghs,  "  which  the  con- 
vention rejects  in  respect  they  are  contrair  to  the  plateform,  non  of  the  comis- 
sioners  being  residenters  and  some  of  them  not  being  merchants  traffecquers 
within  the  burghs  they  represented." 

5.  Appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  missive  and  all  other  things 
remitted  to  them. 
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9  July  1702. 

6.  The  conventione  haveing  considered  the  comissions  sent  by  the  Edinburgh. 
burghs  oflF  Dumfermling,  Enster  Wester,  and  Lauder,  and  that  the  former  ^  J"iy  1702. 
comissiones  granted  by  the  saids  burghs  was  rejected  as  being  contrair  to  mllslons  re™ 
the    plateform,    therfor    the    convention    lyckwayes    reject    the    forsaids  J^^ted. 
second   commissiones,  and  enacts   statuts   and   ordains   that  in  all  tyme 
comeing  no  burgh  shall  have  liberty  to  send  up  a  second   comission  when 

ther  first  commission  to  the  same  conventione  is  rejected. 

7.  The   conventione   haveing    considered    the    twenty    eight    article  Act  anent  tack 
of  the  misive  anent  the  tack  of  the  customes  and  forraign  excyse,  with  and  circum- 
the  acts   and  ordinances  made  theranent  in  January  last,  doe  find   that  evCTle^'particu- 
the  convention  who  made  the  samen  was  only  called  pro  re  nata  and  l*""  convention. 
circumscrjryed  to  the  particulars   contained  in  the  misive  by  which  they 

were  called,  that  they  hade  no  power  nor  warrant  to  treat  or  conclude 
upon  the  affairs  of  the  said  tack  of  the  customes,  nor  to  make  any  acts  or 
pronounce  any  decreits  or  sentences  therin,  therfor  the  convention  decernes 
and  declairs  the  haill  procedour  of  the  said  conventione  in  the  forsaids 
affairs  of  the  tack  void  and  null,  with  all  that  hes  followed  or  may 
foUow  therupon  ;  and  farder  that  in  tyme  comeing  no  convention  that 
shall  be  called  pro  re  nata  shall  have  power  to  treat  upon,  alter,  or 
innovat  what  hes  been  formerly  determined  in  the  anwall  conventione  of 
Jully,  nor  yeit  to  medle  in  any  other  bussines  except  such  as  are  comitted 
to  them  by  the  misive,  except  it  be  upon  such  emergencies  that  may  fall 
out  the  tyme  of  ther  meeting,  wherein  the  honour,  privieledge,  or  intrest 
of  the  royall  borrowes  may  be  imediatiy  concerned  ;  and  whatever  shall  be 
done  in  the  saides  conventiones  soe  to  be  called  shall  be  allwayes  subject 
and  lyable  to  the  recognizance  of  the  succeeding  anwall  conventione  of 
Jully. 

Befor  the  said  act  was  approven,  Captain  Philp  Enster,  comissioner  P>-otest  against 

"■       ,  ,  .  the  preoedmg 

for  Enster  Easter,  protested  against  the  manadgers  ther  voteing  and  act. 
against  the  exclusione  of  sewerall  members,  but  gave  not  in  the  writtin 
protest  but  promised  to  give  it  upon  Monday,  being  the  nixt  sederunt. 
As  also  the  commissioners  for  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Hadingtoune,  Dyssart 
and  Coupar  protested  in  name  of  their  burghs  that  the  manadgers, 
collectors,    surveyers     and     others     that     hade     a     dependance    on    the 
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Edinbdegh.     mannadgers  should  not  have  a  vote  in  this  affair,  and  that  whatever  were 

— ^ ^—  carried  should  not  be  prejudiciall  to  their  burghs  their  seeking  redress  at 

the  preceding    any  judicatorie  they  thought  fitt ;  and  declaired   they  would  give  it  in 
^''''  nixt  sederunt.      Thereafter  the  said  [act]  being  put  to  the  vote,  the  com- 

missioners for  Annan  and  Montrose  protested  that  this  was  caried  with- 
out a  con  trad  ictorie  vote  and  thairupon  took  instruments.  Follows  the 
protestatione  tacken  by  the  said  Captain  Philp  Enster  and  his  adherents  : 
— I,  the  commissioner  for  Enster  Easter,  doe  in  our  name  and  in  name  of 
such  other  burghes  present  or  absent  as  shall  adhere  to  us,  protest,  that 
in  regaird  the  tack  of  the  forraigne  customes  and  excyse  hes  been  sett  to 
and  taken  in  name  of  the  borrowes,  and  that  the  comon  good  of  the  wholl 
burghs  of  this  natione  [becomes]  lyable  to  his  Majestie  for  payment  of  the 
tack  deuty  therof,  and  seeing  that  the  manadgement  was  comitted  by  the 
borrowes  to  certain  of  our  number  who  have  never  yeit  compted  therfor, 
but  have  expresly  declined  to  exhibit  ther  bookes  of  manadgement  to 
the  royall  borrowes  to  be  inspected  by  them  that  therby  ther  loss  or 
profeit  might  appear,  whereupon  it  was  most  justly  decerned  and 
ordained  by  the  last  convention  or  meeting  of  borrowes,  holden  att  Edin- 
burgh in  the  moneth  of  January  last  by  past,  that  they  should  exhibit 
and  produce  thair  haill  books  in  relatione  to  the  saides  customes  befor 
the  comitty  then  appointed  by  them,  and  allbeit  they  were  frequently 
desired  by  the  said  comity  soe  to  doe,  yeit  they  most  unjustly  declined 
the  same,  soe  that  the  comity  was  necesitat  to  decern  against  them  in 
the  said  matter,  and  albeit  the  said  comity  was  legall  and  the  wholl 
steps  of  ther  procedour  warrantable,  and  which  ought  to  be  expresly 
approven  of  in  this  present  convention,  yeit  the  authoritie  of  the  said 
convention  and  comity  therof  beginns  now  to  be  contraverted  and 
impugned ;  therfor  wee,  and  all  our  adherents  and  such  as  shall  after 
adheire  to  us,  albeit  absent  for  the  tyme,  heirby  decline  all  manadgers, 
collectors,  surveyors,  and  all  others  imployed  by  them  or  haveing  depend- 
ance  upon  them  in  the  said  matter,  from  sitting,  treating,  argueing  or 
voteing  in  this  affair  of  the  customes,  as  being  pairties  intrested  and 
consequently  uncapable  to  judge  theranent ;  and  in  respect  the  affairs  of 
the  customes  hes  alreadie  been  tabled  befor  the  last  conventione  and 
comitted  and  sentance  pronounced  by  the  comity  therupon,  wee  for  our- 
selves and  all  those  adhereing  as  said  is,  protest  that  in  caice  this  present 
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conventione  proceed  any  further  in  this  matter  then  to  approve  of  the  Edinburgh. 
comities  report  presently  in  the  clerks  hands,  that  it  shall  be  but  pre-       "  ^ 


judice  of  our  own  burghs  which  wee  represent  and  of  all  the  burghs  pre-  thTp^recedtiig 
sently  adhereing  or  that  shall  afterwards  adhere  to  us  their  intrests  and  ^°*- 
rights  in  the  forsaid  tack  of  the  forraigne  customes  and  excyse,  and  but 
prejudice  to  us  and  our  adherents  to  quarrell  and  impugne  any  further 
procedour  of  this  present  conventione,  consisting  of  soe  great  ane  number 
of  manadgers  and  other  dependants,  and  to  prosecute  and  persew  our 
respective  rights  and  intrests  befor  any  judges  or  judicatories  within  this 
kingdome  ;  and  lyckwayes  in  regard  ther  hes  been  soe  many  representa- 
tives of  the  burghs  royall  debarred  from  sitting  here  and  representing 
ther  saides  burghs,  which  in  it  self  renders  this  ane  restricted  and 
limited  conventione,  and  that  all  judges  are  obleidged  by  the  law  and 
practique  of  the  kingdome  to  give  their  oath  de  fideli  adviinistratione  in 
their  respective  stationes,  and  that  it  hes  been  refused,  in  ther  respective, 
by  the  members  of  the  committie  in  this  conventione  to  whom  the 
alteration  and  cast  of  the  ten  pound  on  the  stent  roll  was  coinitted  to 
give  their  said  oath  de  fideli  administratione ;  therfor  wee  and  all  that 
adheres  or  shall  adhere  unto  us  as  saidis,  doe  protest  against  any 
alteratione  of  the  said  stent  roll  by  this  present  conventione  as  not  have- 
ing  ane  full,  free,  and  legall  warrand  to  doe  the  samen,  and  heirby  pro- 
tests for  all  coast,  skaith,  and  damnadge  wee  may  be  put  to  in  obtaineing 
redress  in  any  of  the  premissis,  whereupon  wee  take  instruments.  To 
which  protestatione  the  borrowes  underwrittin  adhered  and  desired  their 
adherance  to  be  recorded  in  manner  underwrittin.  Sic  subscribitur :  Ph. 
Anstruther  for  Anstruther  Easter.  Jo.  Dounan,  assessor  for  Edinburgh, 
in  absence  of  my  lord  dean  gild,  principall,  adheres  to  the  forsaid  pro- 
testation in  soe  far  as  concemes  the  tack  of  the  customes.  Kobert  Inglis, 
for  Edinburgh,  adheres  in  the  same  termes.  A.  Robertson,  for  Perth, 
adheres  to  the  wholl.  Jo.  Scrimsour,  for  Dundy,  adheres  to  the  wholl. 
Will  M'Call,  for  Hadingtowne,  adheres  to  the  wholl.  Al.  Swyntoune,  for 
Dyssart,  adheres  to  the  wholl.  Jo.  Whyt,  for  Kirkcaldie,  adheres  to  the 
wholl  William  Greig,  for  Coupar,  adheres  to  the  wholl.  William  Bell, 
for  Pittenweem,  adheres  to  the  wholl.  William  Murray,  for  Week, 
adheres  to  the  wholl.  James  Spittell,  for  Innerkeithing,  adheres  to  the 
wholl. 

2  2  U 
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Edinburgh.  To   the   which    protestatione,    its   answered,    the   forsaid   convention 

'- —  haveing  fully  considered  the  same,  they  find  the  forsaid  protest  groundless, 

f orgoeing  pro-  iUegall  and  undeutiful,  for  the  reasones  followeing  : — (1™°)  Because  they 
*®^*'  decline  all  manadgers,  collectors,  surveyors,  &c.,  as  being  pairties,  quhilk 

can  nowayes  be  allowed,  in  regaird  the  forsaid  tack  as  they  aknowledge 
was  taken  in  name  of  the  borrowes  and  the  manadgement  comitted  to  a 
considerable  comittie  of  ther  number,  wherof  the  meaneing  and  import 
could  never  be  that  these  intrusted  in  that  comity  should  be  therby 
excluded  from  all  farder  treating  or  voteing  in  that  affair  and  made 
pairties  subject  to  a  censour  and  controU  of  the  remaineing  borrowes  who 
according  to  the  taxt  roll  might  have  a  far  less  intrest  in  the  wholl  tack  ; 
but  farder  it  might  happen  if  the  forsaids  manadgers  and  all  others 
depending  on  them  in  the  said  matter  were  to  be  declined  and  excluded 
from  farder  treating  and  voteing  therein,  that  a  verie  smal  remaineing 
pairt  of  the  royall  burghs  might  become  judges  and  controlers  of  the 
wholl ;  but  the  truth  is,  the  royall  borrowes  became  pairtners  in  this  tack 
and  are  to  be  regulat  be  the  rules  of  ordinarie  societies,  but  soe  it  is  that 
members  haveing  particular  offices  in  any  ordinar  societie  were  never 
theirby  thought  to  be  excluded  from  their  vote,  and  if  the  convention 
shall  be  farder  understood  to  be  a  court  haveing  its  dew  authoritie,  it  was 
never  heard  that  a  comity  appointed  by  the  same  court  for  the  better 
manadgement  of  its  concernes  was  excluded  from  haveing  a  vote  even 
upon  their  own  manadgement  and  the  report  theirof  (2<^°)  The  last  con- 
vention in  January  was  but  a  convention  pro  re  nata,  and  when  ever  a 
convention  pro  re  nata  doth  medle  in  anie  incident  it  is  without  con- 
traversie  and  the  constant  practice  of  the  royall  borrowes  that  all  its 
medleings  and  actings  are  subject  to  be  ratified  and  controlled  by  the 
solemn  anwall  convention  in  Jully,  and  that  less  they  be  therin  ratified 
they  have  not  their  compleit  authoritie  and  force.  (3*^°)  Its  unheard  off 
that  the  convention,  haveing  undoubted  power  to  approve  or  disapprove 
what  past  in  a  former  extraordinarie  conventione  or  ther  comittie,  should 
be  protested  against  in  case  they  proceed  any  farder  then  to  approve, 
which  is  plainly  to  take  away  the  power  and  liberty  of  the  convention. 
(4*0)  For  the  protesters  protesting  that  this  conventiones  proceedings  be 
but  prejudice  to  ther  respective  burghs,  it  is  beleived  to  be  beyond  ther 
comission  and  contrairie  to  that  respect  and  defference  that  particular 
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burghs  owe  and  have  ever  payed  to  the  authoritie  of  the  conventione.  ^jX™™.' 

(5*°)   This  convention  haveing  debarred  none  from   sitting  therein  which  Ansuers  to  the 

are  not  expresly  excluded  by  the  rules  and  acts  of  the  convention,  often  *°gf'"''°^  P™' 

ratified  in  parliament  and  constantly  observed  by  all  conventiones  if  not 

pro  tempore  dispenced  with,  soe  that  this  peaper  doth  verie  groundlessly 

and   undeutifuUy  call  this   a  limited    conventione.      (6*°)  Its  altogether 

unheard  of  that  a  comitty  appo3nQted  by  any  meeting  should  be  required 

and  obleidged  to  take  a  new  oath  de  fideli,  since  their  first  oath  and 

deuty  doth  equallie  obleidge  them  in  comitties  as  in  full  meettings,  and 

they  are  no  otherwayes  judges  in  comities  then  in  ther  full  meetings,  and 

the  same  oath  bindes  for  both,  soe  that  the  alteratione  of  the  taxt  roll 

belonging    undoubtedly    by    acts    of   parliament    to    the    convention    of 

borrowes  they  might  verie  justly  and  legally  delegat  the  same  to  a  comity 

of  ther  own  number,  and  to  require  a  new  oath  of  that  comity  is  both 

iUegall  and  supperfluous  and  doth  manifestly  bear  ane  imdue  suspicion  and 

reflection  upon  the  persones  named  upon  the  comitie  who  are  undoubtedly 

still    under    the   force   and    obligatione    of  ther    first   oath.      For    these 

reasones,  and  others  that  may  be  added,  the  convention  have  judged  and 

doe  judge  the  forsaid  protestation  to  be  groundless,  illegal!,  and  undeutifull 

as  said  is,  reserveing  to  the  convention  the  farder  censour  of  the  protes- 

touris  as  they  shall  see  cause. 

8.  It  being  agreed  "  not  to  alter  the  taxt  roll  but  the  ten  pound  being  the  Taxt  roll, 
quota  for  the  unfree  trade,"  the  convention,  on  the  recommendabion  of  a  com- 
mittee, proportioned  the  said  ten  pounds  as  follows  : — -to  the  burgh  of  Perth  an 
addition  of  £2,  Dundie  £l  7s.,  Aberdeen  10s.  6d.,  Stirling  4s.,  Glasgow  16s., 
Hadingtoun  12s.,  Dysart  8s.,  Kirkcaldie  £1,  Montrose  8s.,  Coupar  7s.,  Enster 
Easter  3s.,  Invernese  6s.  8d.,  Bruntisland  4s.,  Inverkeithing  3s.,  Kinghorn  3s., 
Irvine  6d.,  Pittenweem  4s.,  Dumfermling  8s  4d.,  Enster  Wester  Is.,  Dumbartoun 

6d.,  Elgine  7s.,  Naime   Is.,  Forras  Is.,  Lauder  Is.,  Queensferry  Is.,  Stranraer 
Is.,  and  Campbletown  Is.  6d. 

9.  Appointed  committees  to  meet  with   the  sheriffs  of  Murray  and  Nairne  Forras, 
and  endeavour  to  adjust  the  differences  between  them  and  the  burghs  of  Forras  Nairne. 
and  Nairne  respectively,  for  holding  courts  in  any  other  places  than  these  burghs 
which  are  the  head  burghs  of  the  shires. 

10.  Cautioners  presented  for  James  Douglas,  staple  factor  at  Oampheir.  fectfr^^' 

11.  Appointed  the  agent  to  concur  with  and  assist  the  burgh  of  Culross  "in  culross. 
the  proces  at  ther  instance  against  ther  neighboureing  heritors  for  incroaching 
tipon  the  property  of  ther  mure." 
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12.  Appointed  a  committee  to  take  under  consideration  the  whole  affairs 
relating  to  the  staple  port,  and  to  receive  the  report  of  the  commissioners  sent  to 
Campheir ;  also  to  consider  and  determine  regarding  the  complaint  of  Alexander 
Clerk  and  John  Fraser,  merchants  in  Inverness,  against  the  conservator,  and  to 
consider  the  petition  given  in  by  Gilbert  Stewart,  with  power  to  dispose  by  roup 
or  otherwise  of  the  sums  due  by  unfree  traders  and  fines  due  by  the  transgressors 
at  the  staple  port. 

13.  Remitted  to  the  committee  appointed  by  the  preceding  act  a  petition 
given  in  by  John  Gregorie,  merchant  in  Campheir,  craving  to  be  admitted  one  of 
the  staple  factors. 

1 4.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  condition  of  the  burgh  of  Peebles  and 
report  to  next  general  convention. 

15.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Glasgow  and  to  report 
as  to  their  common  good,  trade  and  public  works. 

16.  The  convention  statut  and  ordain  that  for  heirafter  the  agent 
shall  not  deburse  any  incidents  for  or  upon  the  accompt  of  the  royall  bor- 
rowes  without  a  speciall  warrand  in  wryteing  from  my  lord  provost  or 
dean  of  gild  of  Edinburgh  in  his  absence,  for  the  tyme,  with  certifi cations 
the  saides  incidents  shall  not  be  allowed  in  his  accompts,  and  that  the 
saids  incidents  shall  be  wnder  the  recognizance  of  the  nixt  generall  con- 
ventione. 

Act  alloweing  1 7.  Allowed  to  the  clerk  to  the  commission  of  parliament  for  regulation  of 

Penkailland  3   trade  "  three  ginnies  for  his  paynes  in  extracting  the  wholl  acts  and  minuts  of 

D^lTlTllGS  1.      V  o 

the  procedour  of  the  said  comission." 
Jedburgh.  18.  Having  considered  petition  of  Jedburgh,  the  convention  appointed  the 

agent  to  make  payment  to  the  burgh  of  500  marks. 


Act  in  favours 
of  John 
Gregorie. 

Visitation  of 
Peebles. 

Visitation  of 
Glasgow. 


Act  anent 
incidents. 


Dumfreise. 


Tayne. 


19.  The  convention  haveing  considered  the  petition  given  in  by  the 
burgh  of  Dumfreise,  representing  the  sade  and  deplorable  condition  therof 
through  the  late  fire  that  happened  ther,  wherein  fyfty  families  were  brunt 
out  and  the  most  of  them  left  in  a  poor  and  mean  conditione,  doe  therfor 
recomend  to  the  wholl  royall  borrows  to  be  liberall  in  ther  contribution 
for  their  releiff  how  soon  the  lords  of  Her  Majesties  privie  councill  shall 
emitt  ther  proclamation  for  that  effect,  and  appoint  the  former  visitours 
to  give  in  ther  report. 

20.  The  conventione  haveing  heard  and  considered  the  petitione  given 
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in  by  the  burgh  of  Tayne,  mentioneing  that  it  is  nottourly  knowen  that  Edinbukoh. 
they  have  been  thir  ten  yeares  bypast  a  head  of  the  misive  for  supply  to  ^Q  J"^y  ^^02. 
help  the  reparatione  of  ther  tolbooth  and  steeple,  and  that  severall  of  ther  ^^^^' 
number  hes  been  supplyed  is  made  appear  by  the  records,  and  the  said 
burgh  haveing  the  misfortoun  of  late  that  one  Sinclair  of  Rater,  being 
incarcerat  within  thair  Tolbooth  severall  moneths,  did  in  Apryll  last  make 
his  escape  by  breacking  through  the  roume  quher  he  was  and  by  false 
keyes  to  the  outer  door,  and  he  being  arrested  by  sewerall  of  his  creditors 
[for]  upwards  of  four  thousand  pownds  Scots,  your  petitioners  are  distressed 
for  payment  therof,  which  will  undoubtedly  mine  us  except  the  honorable 
convention  take  our  caice  to  consideratione  and  appoint  the  agent  to  con- 
curr  with  your  petitioners  in  persewing  the  said  Sinclair  of  Rater  upon  the 
publict  expences  since  he  is  solvent,  your  petitioners  being  most  willing  to 
repay  what  expenssis  shall  be  debursed  therin  after  wee  shall  recover  pay- 
ment of  Rater ;  which  being  considered  by  the  conventione  they  heirby 
appoynt  ther  agent  to  concurr  with  ther  petitioners  upon  the  publict 
expences  in  persewing  Rater  befor  the  privie  councill  or  any  other  judi- 
cator,  and  to  deburse  what  mony  shall  be  needful!  therin ;  and  the  agent 
to  proceed  therin  by  advyce  of  the  comity  anent  the  staple. 

21.  The  convention  statuts  and  ordaines  the  first  article  of  the  misive  Act  anent  the 
in  manor  followeing,  viz.,  that  each  burgh  send  up  thair  commissioner  "^^^  °'^'"' 
sufficiently  instructed  for  keeping  the  convention,  with  thair  comissions 
wnder  the  comon  seal  and  subscription  of  ther  magistrats  or  comon  clerk, 
testifieing  them  to  be  men  fearing  God,  of  the  trew  protestant  religione 
publictly  professed  and  authorised  by  the  laws  of  this  kingdome,  without 
suspition  in  the  contrair,  expert  in  the  comon  affairs  of  the  borrowes, 
merchants,  tradsmen,  and  inhabitants  within  the  said  burgh,  bearing  all 
portable  chairges  with  his  neighbours  and  bears  a  pairt  of  the  publict 
burdenes,  and  can  tin  and  win  in  all  ther  affaires;  or  if  the  person 
elected  comissioner  be  not  ane  merchant,  traffecquer,  and  constant  resi- 
denter  as  above  said,  that  he  be  testified  ane  proprietor  of  lands  holding 
burgage  to  the  value  of  three  thousand  marks  in  the  said  burgh  and 
bearing  burden  as  aforsaid,  and  can  tin  and  win  in  all  the  comon  concernes 
of  the  burgh.  And  the  haill  commissions  to  generall  and  particular  conven- 
tiones  to  be  according  to  this  present  plateform  in  all  tyme  comeing  to 
be  observed  inviolably  by  ilk  burgh,  under  the  penalty  of  1000  marks  to 
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Edinburgh. 
20  July  1702. 

Aot  anent  the 
plateform. 


Accounta. 

Aberbrothook, 
Invemeae. 


Edinburgh. 


Several 
burghs. 

Edinburgh, 
Kirkcud- 
bright. 

Agent,  missive 
dues. 


Act  in  favours 
of  Andrew 
Eoss. 

Gratuities  and 
sallaries. 

Forbes,  bond, 
accounts. 

Act  of  Ad- 
journment. 


be  payed  by  each  burgh  granteing  comissioES  to  persones  not  qualified  as 
said  is,  and  100  lib  to  be  payed  by  the  acceptors  if  they  be  not  really  soe 
qualified  as  said  is,  by  and  attour  the  casting  of  ther  commissioners  and 
incapacitating  the  said  burgh  from  haveing  any  representative  dureing  the 
sitting  of  that  present  convention. 

21o.  The  accounts  for  1700-1  and  1701-2  are  here  inserted. 

22.  Ordained  a  petition  of  the  burgh  of  Arbroth  "representing  the  ruinous 
conditione  of  ther  harbour ''  to  be  a  head  of  next  general  missive  ;  and  a  peti- 
tion from  Inverness  with  deliverance  thereon  to  be  inserted  in  the  book  and 
extracts  given. 

23.  Allowed  to  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  £300  sterling  "as  a  gratuity  in  con- 
sideration of  ther  loss  and  damnages,"  and  continued  their  condition  to  be  a  head 
of  next  general  missive. 

24.  Continued  the  conditions  of  several  burghs  and  reports  thereon  to  be  a 
head  of  next  general  missive. 

25.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  and  report  as  to 
their  comon  good,  trade  and  public  works  ;  a  petition  of  Kirkcudbright  to  be  a 
head  of  next  general  missive. 

26.  The  convention  appointed  Mr  John  Bucban,  advocate,  to  be  their  agent 
till  next  general  convention,  with  full  power  to  exercise  the  office  as  formerly. 
As  Eobert  Forbes  of  Lernie,  advocate,  is  cautioner  for  the  missive  dues  being 
properly  applied  the  convention  appointed  these  dues  to  be  paid  to  him. 

27.  Ordained  Mr  Robert  Forbes  to  make  payment  to  Andrew  Eoss,  writer 
in  Edinburgh,  of  the  balance  due  to  him  after  stating  his  accounts  of  intromissions 
with  the  missive  dues. 

28.  Allowed  to  the  clerks,  servants  and  others,  certain  gratuities  and 
salaries. 

29.  Eobert  Forbes  of  Lernie  signed  his  bond.  Agent's  accounts  from  July 
1700  to  July  1702  to  be  revised  and  cleared. 

30.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  the  next  general  conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Glasgow  in  July  1703. 


Particular  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh. 

16  October 

1702. 

Sederunt.  SOU 


16  October  1702. 

Edinburgh,  Adam  Brown,  D.G.,  William  Livingstoun  ;  Perth,  Patrick  David- 
;    Dundie,   John   Duncan ;    Aberdeen,  Thomas  Mitchell ;   Glasgow,    Hugh 
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Montgomrie  ;   Kirkcaldie,  James  Oswald  ;  Dumfreise,  William  Copeland ;  Irvine,  Edinburgh. 
Mr  Alexander  Cuninghame  ;   Dumbartoun,  Sir  James  Smolet;   Dumbar,  Robert  ^^  October 

Kellie  ;   Oulross,    John   Adam  ;  Northberwick,  Mr   James   Smith ;   Annan,  Mr  — 

William  Johnstoun  ;  Galloway,  John  Chalmers. 

17  October  1702. 

1.  Hugh  Cuninghame,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.  Oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  assurance  subscribed.  and^assurance. 

3.  Revised  and  approved  of  the  commissions.  Commissions 

approver!. 

4.  The  conventione  haYeing  considered  the  misive  directed  to  them  Articles  anent 
by  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  anent  the  union  proposed  betuixt  the  aigi'anX  '""^ 
two  kingdomes,  and  that  it  is  the  intrest  of  the  royall  borrowes  to  give  the 
best  advyce  they  can  to  the  commissioners  nominat  by  her  Majestic  for 
to  treat  about  the  said  union,  therfor  the  convention  appoints  the  articles 
foUoweing  to  be  recorded  and  therafter  delyvered  to  the  saids  commis- 
sionars,  as  ther  best  advyce  in  manor  foUoweing,  viz. : — (1™°)  That  the  saides 
commissionars  be  cairfull  for  the  preservatione  of  the  presbiterian  govern- 
ment of  the  church  of  this  kingdome  as  presently  established  and  other 
privieledges  of  the  said  church.  (2*°)  The  government  of  this  kingdome  by 
our  own  lawes  and  constitutions.  (3*'°)  The  communicatione  of  trade 
betuixt  the  two  kingdoms  of  Scotland  and  England,  and  particularly  to 
the  plantationes  in  the  East  and  West  Indies.  Which  three  articles  the 
conventione  particularly  recomends  to  the  saids  comissioners  for  the  Union 
named  by  her  Majestic  out  of  the  cstait  of  borrowes.  As  also  the  con- 
vention appoynts  the  commissioners  of  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth, 
Dundic,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  Air,  Kirkcaldie,  Dumfreise  and  Annan,  with 
the  commissionars  of  such  other  burghs  as  shall  be  found  upon  the  place 
for  the  tyme,  shall,  upon  advertisement  from  the  lord  provost  of  Edin- 
burgh, meet  as  oft  as  shall  be  needfuU  in  order  to  keep  a  correspondance 
with  the  saides  commissioners,  and  to  give  them  advyce  from  tyme  to 
tyme  as  to  what  may  be  for  the  good  of  the  church  and  kingdome,  and 
particularly  of  the  trade  thereof;  and  for  that  effect  to  take  advyce  of  her 
Majesties  advocat,  and  to  take  the  help  and  assistance  of  the  merchants 
and  all  others  who  are  capable  to  give  the  best  advyce  and  councill  in 
matters  of  soe  great  import ;  as  also  to  transmitt  to  the  saids  commis- 
sionars such  authentick  documents  or  other  wryts  or  coppies  of  them  as 
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Edinburgh,     may  give  them  light  and  informatione  in  negotiating  the  union  ;  and  for 
1702!^  °  ^^       that  effect  they  appoynt  ther  clerks  to  search  the  records  of  the  borrowes 
Articles  anent  or  any  other  records  in  soe  far  as  they  can  have  access,  for  all  acts,  grants, 
aTgiTnd?  ''"^  patents,  and  documents  or  other  wryts  that  may  give  light  in  the_  forsaid 
affair.      And  sicklyck  recomends  to  the  saids  commissionars  that  in  caice 
ther  be  any  reservatione  made  in  favours  of  the  Inglish  or  ther  tradeing 
companies  exclusive  of  Scotland,  that  the  saides  commissionaris  use  their 
most  cair  and  endeavours  that  the  grants  and  privieledges  that  wee  have 
by  law  and   acts  of  parliament  in  favours  of  our  forraigne  trade  and  com- 
panies be  lyckwayes  reserved  and  preserved  to  us. 
Expenses  of  5,   fjie   convention   recomends    the    commissionars    for    the    Union, 

°  ™  '  nominat  by  her  Majestie  out  of  the  state  of  the  royall  borrowes,  to  the 

nixt  anwall  convention,  for  a  consideratione  for  ther  necesar  charges  and 
expences  in  caice  these  gentlemen  be  not  aliionde  considered  be  the 
government  aither  befor  or  after  the  said  conventione. 
Report,  staple.  6.  John  Allardes,  kit  provost  of  Aberdeen,  did  in  presence  of  the 
conventione  make  offer  of  the  report  of  his  negotiatione  in  setleing  the 
staple  port,  which  the  convention  refused  to  take  in  respect  their  is  ane 
comity  appoynted  by  the  last  generall  convention  to  take  the  same. 


Glasgow.  GrNERAL  CONVENTION,  held  at  GlASGOW. 

3  August  1703.  ' 

Sederunt.  Edinburgh,  Adam  Brown,   dean  of  gild,  and  "William  Livingstoun  ;  Perth, 

Patrick  Davidson  ;  Dundee,  John  Douncan;  Aberdeen,  Thomas  Mitchell;  Stir- 
line,  Mr  Erancis  Neaperj  Lithgow,  Eobert  Andrew;  St  Andrews,  John  Mories; 
Glasgow,  John  Peddie  ;  Air,  Thomas  M'Jorrow  ;  Hadingtoune,  William  M'Call ; 
Dyssart,  George  Eassone  ;  Kirkcaldie,  John  Whyte  ;  Montrose,  James  Milne  ; 
Coupar,  Henrie  Spence  ;  Dumfreis,  William  Copeland  ;  Invernese,  Alexander 
Duff;  Bruntisland,  John  Rutherfoord  ;  Inverkeithing,  James  Spitell;  Kinghorn, 
Eobert  Bruce  ;  Breichen,  David  Gray  ;  Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Cuningham  ; 
Jedburgh,  John  Eullartoun;  Kirkcudbright,  James  Gordon;  Wigetoun,  William 
Coultran  ;  Pittenweem,  Mr  Robert  Cleiland  ;  Dumfermling,  John  Veatch  ;  Sel- 
kirk, Eobert  Scot ;  Dumbartoun,  Sir  James  Smolet ;  Rhenfrew,  Coline  Camp- 
ble ;  Dumbar,  Robert  Kellie  ;  Lanerk,  Archibald  Simpson  ;  Aberbrothock,  John 
Hutcheson  ;  Elgine,  Mr  William  Sutherland  ;  Peebles,  John  Tweedie ;  Culross, 
John  Adam;  Tayne,  .3Sneas  Macleod;  Bamff,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie;  Whythorn, 
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William  M'Candish  ;   Forfar,  Charles  Dickson  ;    Rothesay,  Archibald  Stewart ;  Glasgow. 
Nairn,  John  Eose  ;   Rutherglen,  John  Scot;  Annan,  George  Blair  ;    Galloway,? — lil!i! — 1 — : 
John  Chalmers  ;    Dingwall,  John  Bayne  ;    Queensferrie,  John  HiU  ;    Kintoir,  Sederant. 
Robert  Bruce  ;  Innerurie,  Mr  Robert  Forbes  ;  Innerara,  James  Campble  ;  Stan- 
raer,  Mr  George  Dalrymple  ;  Campbletoun,  Alexander  Rowat ;  (fourteen  burghs 
absent.) 

3  August  1703. 

1.  Hugh  Montgomerie  of  Bussbie,  lord  provost  of  Glasgow,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions.  missfonf  *^*"^" 

3.  Oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  assurance  subscribed.  Members 

4.  Approved  of  all  the  commissions  produced.  CommiSions 


approven. 


4  August  1703. 


5.  The  convention  takeing  to  their  consideration  that  it  was  necessary  adii)SnSLnt^ 
for  them  to  clear  and  condescend  upon  the  reasons  why  this  present  con-  of  tiie  anwail 

1  conventions, 

vention  did  not  preceisly  observe  the  dyet  of  the  first  Tuesday  of  JuUy  as 
hes  been  formerly  keeped  and  was  appoynted  by  the  last  generall  conven- 
tion in  JuUy  j™  vij''  and  two  years,  therfor  they  doe  hereby  declair  that 
the  samen  was  done  for  the  reasons  followeing  : — (1°)  Because  the  par- 
liament was  then  sitting  and  that  seweralls  of  the  members  therof  hade 
comissions  to  attend  the  generall  convention,  which  being  to  meett  at 
Glasgow  these  who  were  members  of  both  could  not  be  present  at  the 
convention.  (2*°)  There  were  most  important  affairs  relative  to  the  royall 
borrowes  depending  befor  the  parliament,  as  particularly  the  ten  pound 
of  the  taxt  roll  payable  by  the  unfree  tradders,  and  lyckwayes  the  trade  of 
the  royall  borrowes  which  was  under  much  decay,  soe  that  it  was  neces- 
sary the  members  should  attend.  (3"°)  The  records  of  the  royall  borrowes 
were  inspected  and  it  was  found  that  in  anno  j"  vj°  and  eighty  one  that 
the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  for  the  tyme  did  upon  the  emergent  of 
the  sitting  of  a  session  of  parliament  adjourn  the  generall  convention, 
which  was  therafter  ratified  by  the  generall  conventione  and  thanks  given 
to  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  for  the  samen.  All  which  being  dewly 
considered,  the  generall  convention  are  weell  satisfied  that  the  forsaid  lait 
adjournment  was  reasonably  done  with  a  dew  regaird  to  the  weell  fare  of 
the  estaits  of  borrowes,  and  therfor  they  doe  ratifie,  confirme,  and 
2  2  X 
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Glasgow.        approve  of  the  samen,  and  doe  authorize  and  sustain  the  present  conven- 

— ^^5^^ ■  tion  and  all  the  acts  and  statuts  to  be  past  therin  to   be  als  valid   and 

adjournment  Sufficient  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  if  this  present  generall  convention 
conventions!^  hade  been  held  and  keept  in  the  ordinar  maner  upon  the  first  Tuesday  of 
Jully  last;  provideing  allwayes,  lyckeas  it  is  heirby  specially  provided  and 
declaired,  that  this  present  act  approveing  of  the  lait  adjournment  shall 
be  no  rule  aither  for  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  or  any  other  who 
shall  be  preses  for  the  tyme,  or  any  nomber  of  persones,  as  representa- 
tives of  the  borrowes,  meeting  togidder  to  draw  the  samen  in  ane  presi- 
dent heirafter,  and  that  it  shall  not  be  in  ther  power  to  adjourn  the 
conventiones,  aither  generall  or  particular,  otherwayes  all  such  persones 
as  are  accessorie  to  the  said  adjournment  shall  be  esteemed  as  violators 
and  breakers  of  the  privieledges  of  the  royall  borrowes  and  proceeded 
against  accordingly. 

6  August  1703. 

Piateform  6.   The  Convention  doe  alter  the  present  plateforme  in  maner  foUowe- 

"  ^''^  '  ing,  viz.,  that  in  caice  the  person  elected  commissioner  be  not  merchant, 

traffecquer,  and  constant  residenter  within  the  burgh  which  he  designs  to 
represent,  it  shall  not  be  a  sufficient  qualificatione  that  his  commission 
testifie  him  to  be  ane  proprietar  of  lands  holding  burgage  in  the  said 
burgh  to  the  value  of  three  thousand  merks  except  he  shall  upon  his 
solemn  oath  depon  upon  the  verity  of  the  said  attestatione  and  value  of 
the  lands,  and  that  he  shall  not  be  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  said 
conventione  untill  he  depon  accordingly,  but  prejudice  in  all  other  parti- 
culars. 
Aotanent  7.  Aneut  the  article  of  the  misive  anent  Ewan  Macgrigor  and  his 

and^artners""^  manufactorie  of  old  broad  cairds,  ther  was  ane  universall  complaint  of  the 
comissioners  against  him  that  he  haveing  obtained  ane  patent  for  the 
manufactoreing  of  cairds  hes  upon  pretence  therof  procured  a  heavie 
impositione  to  be  laid  on  old  cairds  imported  and  that  his  cairds  are 
insufficient,  and  that  by  vertew  of  ane  decreit  surreptisiously  obtained  he 
forces  the  leidges  to  buy  the  same,  or  otherwayes  by  undirect  methods 
puts  them  to  trouble  and  expences,  whereupon  the  conventione  remitts 
this  affair  to  Edinburgh,  Hadingtowne,  Lithgow,  Glasgow,  Dumfreise, 
Dumbartoun,    Bamff,    and   Innerurie,   with  power  to  them   to   call    such 
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other  burghs  as  shall  be  at  Edinburgh  for  the  tyme  and   to  receave  the  Glasgow. 

complents  of  the  borrowes  against  him,  and  to  prosecut  the  samen  befor  — ^^^ ' 

the  lords  of  her  Majesties  privie  councilor  befor  the  parliament  as  shall  BwanM'Grigor 
be  found  most  expedient,  and  to  proceed  therein  with  all  dilligence.  ^""^  parners. 

8.  The  convention  delayed  the  alteration  of  the  tax   roll  till  next  general  Taxt  roll, 
convention,  reserving  power  to  relieve  such  burghs  as  are  most  heavily  burdened 

by  the  ten  pounds  of  the  tax  roll  appointed  to  be  paid  by  unfree  traders. 

9.  "  Here  follows  the  accompts  of  the  missive  dewes  for  the  years  j"  vij°,  j™  Aooompts. 
vij°  and  one,  and  j™  vij°  and  two  years."    The  disbursements  in  the  account  from 

July  1700  to  July  1701  amount  to  £14,793,  2s.  4d.  ;  for  1701-2,  to  £12,556  ; 
Is.  4d. ;  and  for  1702-3,  to  £11,124,  15s.  4d. 

10.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  ^neas  Macleod  of  Cadboll,  £1136,  4s.,  Agents' cre- 
due  to  him  as  a  creditor  of  John  Buchan,  agent  of  the  convention,  which  sum  is 
already  allowed  to  the  agent  in  his  stated  accounts. 

1 1 .  The  conventione  considering  that  the  great  expence  of  incideats  Act  anent  the 
payed   out  by  the  agent  does  ly  verie  heavie  upon  the  royall  borrowes, 

therfor  to  prevent  the  lyck  expence  in  tyme  comeing  they  dischairge  the 
agent  for  heirafter  to  pay  out  any  incidents  for  the  accompt  of  the  royall 
borrowes  without  a  speciall  warrand  from  the  royall  borrowes  themselves, 
or  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  for  the  tyme  ;  and  the  conventione 
declaires  that  in  case  the  agent  shall  deburse  any  incidents  without  such 
warrants  that  the  same  shall  not  be  allowed  in  his  accompts,  and  that  the 
warrants  soe  to  be  given  contain  the  reasons,  and  the  saids  incidents  to  be 
under  the  recognizance  of  the  nixt  generall  conventione. 

1 2.  The  generall  convention  haveing  considered  ane  letter  from  her  Comitty  anent 
Majestie  anent  the  staple  port,*  and  after  consideratione  therof  finds  that     '^^^P^- 

a  great  many  of  ther  members  being  obleidged  to  repair  to  the  parlia- 
ment, soe  that  the  convention  have  not  tyme  to  goe  through  the  parti- 
culars contained  in  the  said  letter  soe  as  to  give  her  Majestie  ane  present 
answer,  they  doe  hereby  nominat  and  appoint  [a  committee]  to  consider 
hir  Majesties  letter  and  to  examine  the  report  given  in  by  the  lait  com- 
missioners sent  to  Campheir,  with  the  documents  and  instructiones 
therof,  as  also  the  letters  direct  to  them  by  the  states  of  Zealand  and 
town  of  Campheir,  and  all  other  petitiones  and  reports  anent  the  staple, 
with  such  answers  as  shall  be  offered  be  the  lord  conservator  therunto^ 

*  See  Letter,  iiifra  p.  363. 
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Glasgow.         and  to  transmitt  ane  impartiall  accompt  of  the  wholl  to  liir  Majestic  by 

"f'^ ■  the  secretaries  of  state,  and  to  report  their  opinion  of  the  wholl  matter  to 

the"stJptr™  "  the  nixt  generall  conventione And  sicklyck,  the  convention  re- 
mitts  the  petition  given  in  by  Alexander  Clerk,  with  the  report  relative 
therto,  to  the  above  comitie,  and  all  other  affairs  relateing  to  the  staple. 
Actanent                 J  3.   Having  considered  a  petition  of  certain  merchants  in  Glasgow,  the  con- 
touns^ond!'     vention  appointed  the  cautioners  of  John  Hamilton,  factor  in  Campheir,  to  see 

and  answer  the  petition. 
Act  in  favours  !■*•   ^h^   conventione  haveing  considered   the   petition   given  in  by 

of  Margrat  Margrat  Orrock,  relict  of  George  Oliphant,  late  provost  of  Perth,  and  the 
reasones  therin  represented,  and  albeit  they  are  convinced  that  ther  is  no 
legal  obligatione  upon  the  conventione  to  pay  the  same,  yeit  considering 
that  the  defunct  dyed  in  the  conventions  service  and  the  relicts  circum- 
stances, they  appoynt  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  said  Margrat  Orrock  eight 
hundreth  pounds  Scots  as  a  gratuity  for  defraying  the  funerall  chairges  of 
the  defunct. 
Act  in  favours  15.   The  conventione  haveing  considered  the   petition   given   in  by 

AUardes.  John  AUardes,  lait  provost  of  Aberdeen,  and  what  is  therin  represented, 

and  albeit  he  hes  no  legall  clame  against  the  conventione  for  his  expences 
debursed  by  him  in  goeing  to  Campheir  in  ordor  to  setle  and  adjust  all 
differrences  at  the  staple  port,  yeit  notwithstanding  they  appoynt  thair 
agent  to  make  payment  to  the  said  John  Allardes  of  the  sowme  of  fyfty 
pound,  sterline,  and  that  as  a  gratuity  for  the  said  service,  and  delayes 
the  said  petition,  with  Mrs  Oliphants  petition,  to  be  taken  under  any 
farder  consideratione  untill  the  fynes  dew  be  the  transgressors  of  the 
staple  port  be  made  effectwall  ;  and  in  the  mean  tyme  ordains  the  said 
John  Allardes  to  lodge  the  report  of  his  negotiation  in  the  clerks  handes 
untill  which  tyme  the  agent  is  heirby  discharged  to  make  payment  of  the 
above  sowme. 

a^^ortioned^  16.  Referring  to  the  8th  act  of  this  convention,  they  appointed  the  sum  of 

amongst  £300  sterling  to  be  divided  by  the  committee  appointed  to  meet  anent  the  staple 

several  burghs,  amongst  the  "burghs  most  heavily  burdened  by  the  laying  upon  them  of  the  ten 

pounds  of  the  tax  roll  appointed  to  be  paid  by  unfi-ee  traders.     The  convention 

also  remitted  to  the  committee  to  consider  the  petitions  and  condition  of  several 

burghs. 
James  Armour.         17_  Remitted  to  a  committee  to  consider  the  petition  given  in  by  James 

Armour,  merchant,  with  his  project  relative  thereto. 
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1 8.  The  conventione  haveing  considered  the  petition  given  in  by  the  Glasgow. 
maisters  of  St  Leonards  Colledge  in  St  Andrews  and  the  reasons  therin  — "^^ ' 

,     J     , ,  .       '^  ,  ,  „     -,       300  merks 

represented,  they  appoynt  the  agent  to  make  payment  to  them   of  the  allowed  to  st 
sowme  of  three  hundreth  marks  as  a  gratuity  given  to  them  for  assisting  college!'* 
the  reparation  of  the  said  colledge. 

19.  The  conventione  haveing  heard  the  draught  of  ane  address  to  be  Address  to  be 

.      °  °  presented  to 

presented  by  them  to  the  parliament,  creaveing  that  they  may  be  reponed  parliament. 
to  ther  former  privieledges  or  releived  of  ten  pounds  of  the  taxt  roll, 
which  being  considered  by  the  convention  they  ordain  the  samen  to  be 
signed  by  the  preses  in  ther  name  and  given  in  to  the  parliament  with- 
out delay  and  that  the  clerk  record  the  said  address  after  disolveing  of 
the  convnntione. 

20.  Having  considered  a  petition   by  the  burgh  of  Annan,  the  convention  Annan  bridge. 
"  recomend   to   the   haill   royall   borrowes  to  be  Uberall  in  their  contributione 

towards  the  building  of  ane  bridge  over  the  water  of  Annan." 

21.  Appointed  "the  caice  and  conditiones   of  the   burghs   of  Pittenweem,  Severall 
Lanerk  and  Rothesay,"  to  be  a  head  of  next  general  missive.  ""^^ 

22.  Referring  to  the   9th  act  of  the  general  convention  in  1697  appointing  Moncurr,  bor- 
James  Moncurr  to  be  officer  after  John  Wardlaw's  decease,  he  being  present  ^°^  °    °'"^' 
accepted,  and  the  agent  was  appointed  to  pay  him  £100  Scots  "in  lieu  of  sal- 

larie  and  gratuity  yearly." 

23.  The  convention  takeing  to  ther  serious  consideratione  that  the  Act  discharg- 
respective  burghs  where  the  generall  convention  of  borrowes  doe  happen  an^  treats^ 
to  meit  doe  put  themselves  to  unnecessarie  expences  and  chairges  in  give- 
ing  great  dinners  and  treats  to  the  commissioners  to  the  convention,  as 
also  by  giveing  ribbans  with  the  burges  tickets,  quherwith  they  comple- 
ment the  members  of  the  conventione,  therfor  they  discharge  the  saids 
dinners,  treats,  and  ribbans  as  said  is,  with  this  certificatione  that  the 
burgh  contraveening  shall  be  augmented  twenty  shillinges  in  the  taxt  roll 
toties  and  quoties. 

24.  Appointed  Mr  Robert  Forbes  of  Lernie,  advocate,  to  be  agent  to  the  Forbes,  agent. 
royal  burghs,  for  behoof  of  Mr  John  Buchan,  till  next  general  convention. 

25.  Granted  warrant  to  the  burgh  of  Dundie  "  to  sell  the  lands  of  Hiltoxm  Dundie. 
and  Loggie  to  the  best  advantage,"  at  the  sight  and  by  the  advice  of  certain 
burghs  who  were  appointed  to  see  the  price  applied  towards  payment  of  so  much 

of  the  burgh's  debt. 
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Wigtoun. 

Aberbrothock, 


Sallaries  and 
gratuities. 

Act  of  adjourn- 
ment. 


26.  Appointed  the  agent  to  assist  the  burgh  of  Wigtoun  "and  advance  what 
monie  shall  be  necessarie  for  discussing  the  suspension  obtained  against  their 
cus  tomes." 

27.  Appointed  the  agent  to  concur  with  and  assist  the  burgh  of  Aberbrothock 
"  in  the  prooes  intended  at  their  instance  befor  the  privie  councill  against  Andrew 
Smeiton  for  his  incroaching  upon  their  property,  and  that  he  advance  what  monie 
is  necessarie  for  that  effect.'" 

28.  Appointed  the  agent  to  make  payment  of  certain  salaries  and 
gratuities. 

29.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting,  and  appointed  the  next  general  conven- 
tion to  be  held  at  Glasgow  in  July  1704. 


Edinburgh. 
12  August 
1703. 


Meeting  of  Committee,  appointed  by  the  12th  act  of  last 
General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh, 


Sederunt.  Edinburgh,    Adam    Brown  ;    Perth,   Alexander   Robertson ;    Dundie,    John 

Douncan  ;  Aberdeen,  Thomas  Mitchell ;  Glasgow,  Hugh  Montgomrie  ;  Air,  John 
Mure ;  Kirkcaldie,  John  Whyte  ;  Dumfreise,  Robert  Jobnstoun  ;  Wigetoun, 
William  Coultran  ;  Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Cuninghame ;  Dumbartoun,  Sir  James 
Smolet  ;  Bamff,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie  ;  Tayne,  ^neas  Macleod  ;  Nairn,  John 
Rose  ;   Innerurie,  Mr  Robert  Forbes. 


Gregorie, 
factor. 


12  August  1703. 

Agreed  to  the  admission  of  John  Gregorie,  merchant  in  Oampheir,  to  be  one 
of  the  staple  factors  there. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Ebinburgh. 


Edinburgh. 
30  November 
1703. 

Sederunt. 


Edinburgh,  Robert  Blackwood,  D.  G.,  and  William  Livingstoun  ;  Perth, 
Patrick  Davidson  ;  Dundie,  John  Douncan  ;  Aberdeen,  Thomas  Mitchell ;  Stir- 
line,  Frances  Neaper ;  Lithgow,  Walter  Stewart ;  Glasgow,  John  Anderson  ; 
Hadingtoun,  Alexander  Edgar ;  Dyssart,  George  Easson ;  Kirkcaldie,  James 
Oswald  ;  Montrose,  William  Gouts  ;  Dumfreise,  William  Copeland  ;  Invernese, 
Mr  John  M'Intosh ;  Inverkeithing,  James  Spitle ;  Kinghorn,  absent ;  Jed- 
burgh, John  FuUartoun  ;  Wigetoun,  William  Coultran  ;  Pittenweem,  Mr  Robert 
Cook  ;   Selkirk,  Robert  Scot ;   Dumbartoun,  Sir  James  Smolet ;   Dumbar,  Robert 
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Kelie  ;  Aberbrothock,  John  Hiitchesone  ;  Peebles,  John  Tv^eedie  ;  Bamff,  George  Edinburgh. 
Ogilvie ;    Northberwick,   Mr  James   Smith  ;    Lauder,   Sir   David    Cuuingham  ;  SO^NoTember 
Queensferrie,  John  Hill. 


Sederunt. 

30  November  1703. 

1.  Sir  Hugh  Cunninghame,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preaes. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions.  Revising  oom- 

3.  Approved  of  all  the  commissions,  except  those  of  the  burghs  of  Enster  '"'^^ions- 
Easter  and  Stranraer,  "  which  they  reject  as  being  contrair  to  the  platform."  approved.""^ 

4.  Oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  assurance  subscribed.  Members 

5.  Appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  missive  and  all  other  things  that  l^iaMed. 
shall  be  remitted  to  them  by  the  convention.  Committee. 

6.  The  coaventione  statuts  and  ordains  that  ane  letter  be  sent  by  Unfreetraders, 
this  present  generall  convention  advertiseing  the  haill  unfree  traders 
within  this  kingdome  that  the  nixt  anwall  generall  conventione-  will  con- 
descend upon  the  sewerall  proportions  which  the  saides  unfree  traders  are 
to  relieve  the  royall  borrowes  of  for  ther  unfree  trade,  and  lyckwayes  that 
ane  summonds  be  raised  befor  the  lords  of  sessione  at  the  instance  of  Sir 
Hobert  Forbes  of  Lernie,  advocat,  agent  for  the  royall  borrowes  for  the 
tyme,  for  makeing  payment  of  what  they  owe  for  bygones,  and  that  the 
citationes  swa  to  be  given  be  given  ,n7nul  et  semel  with  the  said  letter ; 
and  the  convention  for  the  better  manadgeing  the  said  affair  nominats 
and  appoynts  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Hadingtown,  Kirkcaldie, 
Invemese,  Pittenweem  and  Dunibartoun,  as  a  comittie,  whereof  three  to  be 
a  quorum,  to  give  such  advyce  and  directione  anent  the  manadgement  of 
the  said  [affair]  as  they  shall  think  fitt;  and  it  is  heirby  specially  recomended 
to  the  magistrats  of  the  sewerall  royall  borrowes  to  make  enquirie  after 
the  sewerall  unfree  traders,  exporters,  and  importers,  and  all  those  who 
retail!  foiraigne  commodities,  that  is  bought  from  any  except  burges  of 
royall  borrowes  contrair  to  law,  whereby  the  trade  of  the  royall  borrowes 
is  greatly  prejudged  and  to  send  in  lists  of  the  persons  names  soe  tradeing 
to  the  said  agent  betuixt  and  the  (blank)  day  of  Febwarie  nixt  to  come  ; 
with  certificatione  to  such  of  the  royall  borrowes  as  shall  be  deficient  in 
sending  up  the  saids  lists  betuixt  and  the  forsaid  day  that  they  will  be 
represented  to  the  nixt  anwall  conventione  as  not  prejudged  by  such 
unfree  traders  ;   and  ordains  the  said  agent  to  raise  and   execute  the  said 
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baronies  and 
regalities. 


Untree  traders. 


Rummonds  and  make  the  forsaid  intimatione  and  deburse  what  is  needfull 
theranent,  and  manadge  the  wholl  affair  by  advyce  of  the  said  comitie. 

7.  Sir  James  SmoUet  did  present  to  the  conventions  the  draught  of 
ane  letter  to  be  sent  to  the  burghs  off  barronies  and  regalities,  which 
being  publictly  read  was  approven  and  ordained  to  be  recorded  and  to  be 
signed  by  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  ther  preses,  in  ther  name, 
wherof  the  tenor  followes  :  Gentlemen, — The  last  anwall  conventione  at 
Glasgow  did  appoynt  ane  conventione  to  be  called  by  the  lord  provost  of 
Edinburgh  to  give  orders  anent  what  might  be  fitt  to  doe  in  referrence 
to  the  iinfree  trade,  and  wee  haveing  accordingly  mett  and  considered  the 
remitt  made  to  us  by  the  said  anwall  conventione,  with  the  acts  of  par- 
liament impowering  us  anent  the  unfree  traders,  wee  have  resolved  to 
condescend  upon  the  sewerall  proportions  whereof  they  are  to  releive  us, 
at  our  generall  meeting  in  Glasgow,  JuUy  nixt,  and  to  proportione  the 
samen  with  all  the  justice  and  equalitie  that  wee  are  capable  of.  Mean- 
tyme  wee  thought  it  our  deuty  upon  our  pairt  to  advertise  yow  as  wee 
have  done  others  concerned  to  be  present  at  that  conventione,  and  wee 
think  your  own  intrest  will  prevaill  with  yow  for  that  effect,  that  by  your 
informatione  wee  may  the  better  know  the  circumstances  of  the  burghs  of 
barronie  and  regality  which  may  direct  us  in  our  procedour,  haveing  no 
other  intention  but  to  adjust  the  sewerall  proportiones  according  to  the 
condition  of  the  unfree  traders  ;  and  because  this  referrs  only  to  the  pay- 
ments in  tyme  comeing  wee  are  obleidged  for  ansuering  the  trust  com- 
mitted to  us  to  send  lyckwayes  ane  citatione  for  payment  of  the  bygons, 
that  wee  may  be  in  the  course  of  dilligence,  but  wee  intend  not  to  proceed 
to  any  decisione  therin  untill  first  the  convention  in  JuUy  be  over. 
Meantyme  be  pleased  to  comunicat  this  letter  to  the  unfree  traders  within 
your  jurisdictione  that  they  may  not  pretend  ignorance. 

8.  The  convention,  for  the  better  discovering  of  the  unfree  traders, 
recomends  to  the  haill  royall  borrowes  to  send  in  to  the  agent,  with  the 
lists  of  the  unfree  traders  within  ther  precints,  lists  of  all  the  freemen, 
burgesses  within  ther  respective  burghs,  that  packs  and  peills  with 
unfreemen  or  keeps  chopes  in  unfree  burghs  or  places  for  retaining  of 
forraigne  comodities,  and  that  betuixt  and  the  said  third  Tuesday  of 
Eebwarie. 
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Meeting  op  Committee  for  proportioning  the  300  lib.       ^^^ulnl' 
sterling,  held  at  EDiNBUEaii. 


Edinburgh,  Robert  Blackwood  and  William   Levingstoun  ;   Perth,  Patrick  Sederunt. 
Davidsons  ;  Dundie,  John  Douncan  ;  Aberdeen,   Thomas   Mitchell  ;    Lithgow, 
Walter  Stewart ;   Glasgow,  John  Anderson  ;  Montrose,  William  Gouts  ;   Dum- 
freise,  William  Copeland  ;  Invernese,  Mr  John  M  'Intosh  ;  Wigetoune,  William 
Coultran  ;  Dumbartoun,  Sir  James  Smolet ;  Innerurie,  Sir  Robert  Forbes. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the   1 6th  act  of  last  general  convention  appor-  Proportioning 
tioned   the  sum  of  £300   sterling  therein  voted  amongst  the  several  burghs  as  amongst 
follows,    viz.: — Perth,    £32;    Dundie,    £38;    Aberdeen,    £18;    Stirling,    £3  ;  several  burghs. 
Glasgow,  £34  ;  Hadingtown,  £18;  Dysart,  £16;  Kirkcaldie,  £30 ;  Montrose, 
£5  ;   Coupar,  £8  ;   Enster  Easter,  £3  ;  Inverness,  £5  ;   Bruntisland,  £5  ;  Inver- 
keithing,   £4 ;    Kinghorn,   £4 ;    Pittenweem,   £4 ;    Dumfermling,   £8  ;    Enster 
Wester,  £2  ;  Elgine,  £3  ;   Nairn,  £2  ;  Forras,  £2  ;  Lauder,  £2  ;  Queensfei-rie, 
£2  ;   Stranraer,  £2  ;  extending  in  all  to  £250.      The  remaining  £50  was  appor- 
tioned  as   follows,   viz.: — Dumfreise,   £200   Scots;  Jedburgh,  £180;   Selkirk, 
£90  ;  Peebles,  £70  ;  Aberbrothock,  £60,  extending  in  all  to  £600  Scots. 


Meeting  of  Committee,  held  at  Edinburgh.  ig'Februafy 

1704. 
Edinburgh,   Robert    Blackwood,   dean   of  guild ;    Dumbartoun,    Sir    James  Sederunt. 
Smolet ;  Innerurie,  Sir  Robert  Forbes. 

19  February  17 04. 

1.  The  committee  appointed  for  determining  the  differences  between  the  lord  Affair  betuixt 
conservator  and  Robert  Pantoun  gave  their  opinion  on  the  several  claims  remitted  conservator. 
to  them. 

2.  The  committee  appointed  the  dean  of  guild  of  Edinburgh  and  Sir  James  Ansuers  to 
Smolet  "  to  draw  answers  to  the  magistrats  of  Campheirs  letter  with  the  letters 

to  the  minister  and  consistorie  and  Mr  Panton  conform  to  ther  report." 


General  Convention,  held  at  Glasgow.  4  jtiy°i7b4. 

Edinburgh,    Robert    Blackwood,    dean   of  gild,   and   William   Livingstoun ;  Sederunt. 
Perth,    Patrick    Davidsone ;     Dundie,    John    Douncan ;    Aberdeen,    Alexander 
2  2  Y 
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Commissions 
approven. 
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qualified. 
Committee. 

Conjunct 
eneraU  clerk. 


Pattoune  ;  Stirline,  Mr  Francis  Neaper  ;  Lithgow,  Walter  Stewart ;  St  Andrews, 
John  Mores  ;  Glasgow,  John  Aird ;  Air,  Hugh  Mure ;  Hadingtowne,  Alexander 
Edgar ;  Dysart,  George  Essone  ;  Kirkcaldie,  James  Oswald  ;  Montrose,  James 
Scot ;  Coupar,  Henrie  Spence ;  Enster  Easter,  James  Grahame ;  Dumfreise, 
William  Copeland  ;  Invernese,  Alexander  Duff;  Bruntisland,  Alexander  Ander- 
sone  ;  Inverkeithing,  Eobert  Baird  ;  Kinghorn,  John  Aitkine  ;  Brechine,  James 
Spence ;  Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Cuninghame ;  Jedburgh,  John  Fullartoune ; 
Kirkcudbright,  James  Gordone ;  Wigtoune,  Patrick  Coltrane  ;  Pittenweem,  Mr 
Robert  Cleiland  ;  Dumfermling,  John  Veatch  ;  Enster  Wester,  William  Lundie  ; 
Selkirk,  Eobert  Scot ;  Dumbartoun,  Sir  James  Smolet ;  Ehenfrew,  Coline 
Campble ;  Dumbar,  Eobert  Kellie ;  Lanerk,  Archibald  Simpsone ;  Aber- 
brothock,  John  Hutchesone  ;  Elgine,  William  King ;  Peebles,  John  Tweedie  ; 
Craill,  John  Beathone  ;  Tayne,  ^neas  Macleod  ;  Culross,  John  Adam  ;  Bamff, 
Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie;  Why  thorn,  William  M'Candish;  Forras,  Alexander  Brodie; 
Eutherglen,  John  Scot;  Northberwick,  Archibald  Lauder;  KUrennie,  James  Pea- 
cock ;  Lochmaben,  John  Forras ;  Sanquhair,  James  Huntair  ;  Galloway,  John 
Chalmers ;  Fortrose,  William  Tolme ;  Kintoir,  Eobert  Bruce ;  Innerurie,  John 
Fergusone ;  Innerara,  John  Fisher ;  Kirkwall,  John  Coventrie ;  Inverbervie, 
Andrew  Bettie  ;  Stanraer,  Andrew  Credie  ;  Campbletoune,  John  Montgomrie  ; 
(ten  burghs  absent) 

4  July  1704. 

1.  John  Anderson  of  Dowhill,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions. 

3.  Approved  of  all  the  commissions  produced. 

4.  Oath  of  allegiance  taken  with  the  assurance  to  her  majesty  Queen  Anne. 

5.  Appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  missive  and  all  other  things  that 
shall  be  remitted  to  them. 

6.  The  convention  considering  that  the  office  of  conjunct  clerk  to  the 
royall  borrowes  is  now  vaceant,  through  the  decease  of  Mr  James 
Stewart,  their  lait  conjunct  generall  clerk,  and  at  their  gift  and  disposi- 
tione,  and  that  Mr  Adam  Watt,  towne  clerke  of  Edinburgh,  is  a  person 
sufficiently  qualified  for  exerceing  the  said  office,  therfor  the  generall  con- 
vention elects,  nominats,  and  choises  the  said  Mr  Adam  Watt  to  be  con- 
junct clerk  to  the  saides  royall  borrowes  dureing  their  pleasour,  and 
allowes  to  him  the  half  of  the  fies,  profeits,  casualties,  and  emoluments 
appertaining  and  belonging  therto,  sicklyck  and  als  freely  in  all  respects 
as  any  other  conjunct  clerk  enjoyed  the  same,  and  he  being  present 
accepted  his  office  and  made  faith  de  fideli  administratione. 
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7.   The  conventione  haveing  heard  the  report  of  the  comity  appointed  Glasgow. 
to  consider  the  missive,  they  containow  the  haill  articles  therof  to  he :    "^  ^ 


heads  of  the  nixt  generall  misive. 

8.  The  convention  "  haveing  considered  the  9tli  article  of  the  misive  anent  Alteration  of 
the  alteratione  of  the  present  taxt  roll,  and  after  a  long  tymes  reasoneing  and  t^^*  '^°"- 
debeating  theron,  it  was  put  to  the  vote,  alter  or  not,  and  by  pluralitie  of  votes 

it  caried,  alter.  Therafter  the  question  being  moved,  alter  the  ■wholl  or  the  ten 
pounds  only,  caried  the  ten  pounds  only,  which  the  conventione  proportiones  in 
maner  underwrittin,  viz.,  to  the  burgh  of  Perth,  £\,  4s.;  Aberdeen,  8s. ;  Stir- 
ling, 4s.;  Glasgow,  16s.;  Hadingtowne,  5s.;  Montrose,  7s.;  Invernese,  6s.  6d. ; 
Irvine,  6d.  ;  Dumbarton,  Is. ;  Elgiae,  7s.  ;  Nairne,  .3s. ;  Forras,  Is. ;  Dingwall, 
2s.  ;  Dornock,  2s  ;  Week,  2s. ;  Lanerk,  3s. ;  Forfar,  3s.;  Lauder,  Is.;  Queens- 
ferrie.  Is.  ;  Rutherglen,  2s.  ;  Kirkcudbright,  Is.  ;  extending  in  all  to  £5  Scots. 
"With  regard  to  the  other  £5,  the  convention  accepted  the  offer  of  Sir  Robert 
Forbes  to  relieve  them  thereof,  they  assigning  to  him  so  much  of  the  bygone 
debts  owing  by  unfree  traders  as  will  reimburse  him. 

9.  Appointed  the  agent  to  make  payment  to  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh,  who  Jedburgh. 
complained  of  their  heavy  proportion  of  the  tax  roll,  of  500  marks  of  present 
supply. 

10.  Having  considered  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Kirkwall,  the  convention  Act  in  favours 
discharged    the    agent    to    proceed    farther    against    them    for    bygone    missive  °^  Kirkwall. 
dues  till  next  general  convention,   "  and    ordaines   the   saides  magistrats,   with 
concurrence  of  the  stewart  deput  of  Orkney,  to  send  up  upon  oath  ane  accompt 

of  the  caice  and  conditione  of  the  said  burgh  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione." 

11.  Allowed  to  the  burgh  of  Lanark  £6  sterling  of  present  supply.  Lanerk. 

12.  Allowed  to  the  burgh  of  Dumbartoun  £50  sterling  "  to  be  imployed  by  Dumbarton, 
them   towards   the   repakatione   of   ther    water    works    which    are   now    much 
decayed." 

13.  Having   considered  a  petition  "given  in    by  Walter   Ross,   provost  ofTayn. 
Tayne,  and  George,  earl  of  Cromarty,  heretable  bailly  therof,"  on  behalf  of  the 
council  and  community  of  the  burgh,  the  convention  granted  500  marks  for  re- 
building their  tolbooth  and  steeple,  "  and  recomends  the  voluntar  contributione 

to  such  burghs  as  shall  be  pleased  to  assist  them  in  the  termes  of  the  act  of  hir 
Majesties  privie  councill." 

14-16.   Appointed    the    agent  to    pay  to    (14)    the  burgh  of   Bamff    500  Bamff,  Annan, 
marks  "towards  the  reparatione  of  ther  tolbooth;"    (15)  the  burgh  of  Annan    °"^^' 
300  marks  "  towards  the  building  of  ane  bridge  over  the  water  of  Annan  ;  "  and 
(16)  the  burgh  of  Forras  100  marks  "towards  the  repairatione  of  ther  tolbooth 
and  schoollhouse." 

17,  18.  Appointed   committees  to  visit   the  burghs  of  New   Galloway  and  New  Galloway, 
Innerkeithing  and  report  as  to  their  common  good,  trade,  and  public  works. 
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Glasoow.  19-21.  Allowed  to  (19)  the  burgh  of  Aberbrothocb  300  mavka  "towards  the 

i  July  1704.      reparatione  of  ther  peir  and  harbour;"  (20)  the  burgh  of  Peebles  £10  sterling 
Aberbrothook,  "towards  the  reparatione  of  their  miln  dams  ;  "  and  (21)  the  burgh  of  Kirkcud- 
cudbright.         bright  £5  sterling  of  present  supply. 
Bruntisland.  22.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  Bruntisland  and  report  the  condition  of 

the  burgh  and  of  their  common  good,  trade,  pier,  and  harbour. 
Rothesay.  23.  Having  considered  a  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Rothesay,  the  convention 

discharged  the  agent  to  proceed  farther  with  diligence  for  bygone  missive  dues 
till  next  general  convention,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  and 
report  its  condition,  "  and  in  caice  the  said  visitors  does  not  goe  after  they  are 
advertised  by  the  said  burgh  the  convention  declairs  they  will  receave  ane 
declaratione  under  the  magistrats  hands  in  place  thereof" 
Selkirk.  24.   Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Selkirk  and  report  as  to 

their  common  good,  trade,  and  public  works. 
Act  for  treat-  25.   The  convention  having  given  commission  to  their  agent  to  pursue  all  the 

traders^      "^^^  unfree  traders  for  their  unfree  trade,  and  "  considering  that  ther  may  be  seweralls 
of  these  unfree  traders  who  will  be  satisfied  to  setle  and  agree  with  the  royall 
burrows  without  the  necessity  of  a  legall  proces,"  they  appointed  a  committee  to 
meet  the  first  Thursday  of  each  month  till  next  general  convention  "  to  treat, 
setle,  and  aggree  with  those  will  make  such   reasonable  transactiones  with  them 
as  they  can  accept  of  for  bygones  and   untill  the  nist  generall   conventione  in 
July  1705  allenarly." 
Admission  of         26.  The   convention   ratified,  approved,    and   confirmed  an  act   of  the  town 
of'Sunifreis?'^    town  council  of  Dumfries  dated   6th  March  last  anent  the   admission  of  any 
common  clerk  of  the  burgh,  "  and  appoints  the  said  act  to  be  recorded  in  the 
borrow  books  after  the  ryseing  of  the  conventione." 
Gilbert  27.   Having  considered  the  petition  of  Gilbert  Stewart,  merchant  in  Edin- 

Stewart,  staple  ]3m.g]i^  with  his  account  of  disbursements  in  the  process  against  the  transgressors 
of  the  staple  port,  the  convention  appointed  their  agent  to  pay  him  £314  Scots, 
"  and  remitts  his  paynes  and  gratifioatione  therfor  to  the  consideratione  of  the 
nixt  generall  conventione." 
Affairs  of  28.   The  convention  "  considering  that  ther  tyme  will  not  allow  them  to  take 

Armourers'       under  ther  consideratione  the  wholl  peapers  relateing  to  the  staple  port,"  appointed 
petition.  a  committee   with  full   powers,  to    meet  after  this  general  convention,  to    con- 

sider all  affairs  relating  to  the  staple  port,  as  to  factors  renewing  their  cautioners, 
and  the  affair  between  the  conservator  and  Robert  Pantoun.  Also  remitted  to 
the  committee  a  petition  by  James  Armour,  merchant  in  Glasgow. 
Dumfrois,  fire.  29.  Appointed  the  agent  "to  concurr  with  the  burgh  of  Dumfreise  whenever 
the  said  burgh  shall  address  the  publiofc  for  some  releiff  to  ther  poor  inhabitants 
who  suffered  by  the  lait  dreadfull  fire  that  happened  ther.'' 
Unfree  trade.  30.   Having  considered  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the 

matter  of  the  unfree  trade,  the  convention  "  recomend  it  to  the  comittie  that  is 
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to  sitt  at  Edinburgh,  theranent  to  apply  to  the  parliament  in  the  said  affair  or  Glasqow. 
not  after  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  fitt."  "  ^         

31.  Remitted  to  the  committee  anent  the  staple  a  petition  by  the  conser-  Conservator, 
vator,  with  a  letter  from  the  consistory,   to  draw  an  answer  thereto  ;   "  and  in 

regaird  the  conservator  hes  declaired,  upon  honour  and  conscience,  that  he  did 
nothing  to  hinder  the  consistorie  to  comply  with  the  desire  of  the  comittie 
appointed  to  consider  the  affair  of  the  staple,  they  appoynt  Mr  Pantoun  to  pay 
to  the  conservator  all  the  monie  he  owes  his  lordship  conform  to  the  report  of 
the  comitie." 

32.  Having  considered  petition  by  John  Allardes,  late  pi-ovost  of  Aberdeen,  £50  to  John 
the  convention  allowed  him  £50   sterling  in  full  of  all  he  can  claim  from  the 

royal  burghs,  "  and  recomends  him  to  the  towne  of  Aberdeen  for  the  superplus  of 
the  sowmes  defrayed  in  his  voyage  to  Oampheir." 

33.  Appointed  the  agent  to  inquire  into  what  is  represented  in  petitions  by  Portrose  and 
the  burghs  of  Fortrose  and  Inverurie,  "  and  to  concurr  or  not  as  he  shall  think 

fitt  with  the  burgh  of  Innerurie,  and  to  advance  quhat  monie  is  necessarie  in  the 
action  persewed  be  Fortrose  against  the  shire  of  Koss." 

34.  Having  considered  petition  by  William  Adam,  merchant  in  Culross,  Arrestment  of 
complaining  that  John  Hamilton,  factor  at  Campheir,  had  arrested  certain  staple  Adam's'effeots. 
goods  consigned  to  him,  the  convention  ordered  the  arrestment  to  be  loosed  upon 

Adam  finding  caution  to  pay  all  that  could  be  laid  to  his  charge. 

35.  The  convention  ratified  and  approved  of  the  sale  by  the  burgh  of  Aber-  Ratifying- sale 
brothock  of  the  lands  called  Badieshill,  in  favour  of  Captain  Andrew  Smeiton  of  ^ijerbrothuick. 
Greenlawhill,   "  in  regaird  the  adequat  price,  being   three   thousand   marks,  is 

applyed  for  payment  of  soe  much  of  the  towns  debt." 

36.  Approved  of  the  agent's  accounts  of  disbursements  from  July  1703   to-'^S™ts 
July  1704,  extending  to  £10,608,   2s.   6d.   Scots,  and  ordained  the  burghs  to 

pay  their  proportions. 

37.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  Margrat  Orrock,  relict  of  George  Oliphant,  Margrat 
late  provost  of  Perth  [£173,  lis.],  which  with  £800  Scots,  formerly  given,  com-  o/aeorge^'" 
pletely  pays  749  guilders  at  26s.  per  guilder,  "  being  the  funeral  charges  of  the  Oliphaut. 
said    George  Oliphant  who  dyed  in  Holland  when   comissioned   by    the   royall 
borrowes  to  negotiat  the  afiair  of  the  staple  port ;  and  remitts  her  farder  con- 
sideratione  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione.' 

38.  Ratified  "  the  act  made  at   Perth  in  favours  of  James  Moncurr,  to  be  Jfonourr, 
borrow  officer  and  allowes  to  him  fifteen  pounds  sterline  of  sallarie." 

39.  Allowed  to  the  burgh  of  Sanquhair  £100   Scots  of  present  supply,  and  |^'].^'^^''j^;^ 
to  the  burgh  of  Rutherglen  £40  Scots. 

40.  Appointed  the  agent  to  make  payment  of  certain  salaries  and  gratuities.  Salaries  and 

.1  ■!,  li-j.     gratuities. 

41.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting,  and  appomted  next  general  convention  to  ^ct  diBsolviug 
be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1705.  thisconveu- 
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Edinburgh. 
8  January 
1705. 


Sederunt. 


Meeting  op  Committee  appointed  by  the  25th  act  of  last 
General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Sir  Eobert  Blackwood  ;  Perth,  Alexander  Robertson  ;  Aberdeen, 
Alexander  Pattone  ;  Hadingtown,  Alexander  Edgar  ;  Air,  Robert  Mure  ;  Mon- 
trose, James  Milne  ;  Kirkcaldie,  James  Oswald  ;  Dumbartoun,  Sir  James  Smoletj 
Bamff,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnstoun  ;  Jedburgh,  John 
Fullartoun  ;  Lithgow,  Walter  Stewart. 


Preses. 


Anent  unfree 
traders. 


Arrestment  of 
William 
Adam's  money. 


Letter  to  the 
States  of 
Zelanrt  for 
sufficient  con- 
voyes. 


8  January  1705. 
1.  Sir  Patrick  Johnstoun,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  The  comittie  haveing  considered  the  report  made  by  Sir  Kobert 
Forbes  of  Lernie,  ther  agent,  in  relatione  to  the  unfree  traders,  with  ane 
information  drawen  by  lawiers  theranent,  they  are  of  opinion  that  the 
said  Sir  Robert  shall  setle  and  aggree  with  the  unfree  traders  from  Jully 
jm  yjo  and  nyntie  seaven  to  Jully  nixt  j™  vij"  and  five  years,  and  that  in 
the  tearms  of  ther  aggreements  with  Mr  John  Buchan ;  and  as  for  those 
of  the  unfree  traders  who  will  refuse  to  aggree  and  pay  in  the  terms  afor- 
said,  the  comitie  ordains  the  said  Sir  Robert  to  proceed  against  them 
according  to  the  acts  of  parliament  made  in  favours  of  the  royall  borrows, 
and  that  for  all  bygones  preceeding  the  year  j™  vij"  and  four  years ;  and 
sicklyck  that  the  said  Sir  Robert  interpell  them  from  all  maner  of  trade- 
ing  for  this  present  year  and  in  all  tyme  comeing  untill  such  tyme  as 
they  come  in  and  aggree,  with  this  express  quality  that  thir  presents  shall 
be  but  prejudice  of  Sir  Robert  Forbes  being  lyable  to  the  fyve  pounds 
Scots  he  has  undertaken  to  pay  conform  to  the  taxt  roll  conform  to  the 
act  of  the  generall  convention  holden  at  Glasgow  in  Jully  last. 

3.  Referring  to  the  34th  act  of  last  general  convention,  William  Adam 
represented  that  though  he  had  found  sufficient  caution  the  arrestment  had  not 
been  loosed.  The  committee  ordained  the  arrestment  to  be  forthwith  loosed,  and 
in  case  of  disobedience,  granted  warrant  to  cite  John  Vere  Kennedie,  who  had 
refused  to  give  effect  to  the  act,  to  appear  before  next  general  convention  and 
answer  for  his  contumacy. 

4.   The  comitie  haveing  considered   the  petition  given  by  Alexander 
Glasfoord,  skipper  in  Borrowstouness,  and  what  is  therin  represented,  they 
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appoint  Sir  James  Smolet,  with  the  first  conveniencie,  to  wryt  ane  letter  EDrNBUEOH. 
to  the  stats  of  Zealland  desireing  them  to  give  sufficient  convoyes  to  the  1705""'''^^ 
Scots  ships  lyeing  at  Campheir  homeward,  which  letter  they  appoynt  to  Letter  to  the 
be  signed  by  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  their  preses,  and  therafter  |eiand°for 
recorded.  sufficient 

convoyes. 

Meeting  of  Committee  anent  the  Unfree  Traders,  held  af  Edinburgh. 

171  5  February 

JiiDINBURGH.  1705. 

Edinburgh,   Sir  Robert  Blackwood ;  Glasgow,   John   Andersone  ;    Hading-  Sederunt. 
toune,  Alexander  Edgar  ;   Irvine,  Mr  Alexander  Cuninghame  ;   Dumbartoun,  Sir 
James  Smolet ;  Bamff,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnstoune. 

5  February  1705. 

1 .  The  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  elected  prases.  Preses. 

2.  The  comity  haveing  considered  the  offer  made  by  Sir  John  Shaw  Offer  for  the 
of  Greenock,  viz.,  that  he  is  content  to  pay  for  his  towne  of  Greenock  paroch  of 
fyve  shillings  Scots  of  the  taxt  roll,  commenceing  from  Jullie  j™  vj''  and  •^''eenock. 
nintie  seaven  years,  and  two  shillings  Scots  for  the  rest  of  the  paroch  off 
Greenock  from  the  said  tyme  and  in  tyme  comeing  untill  July  nixt,  they 
doe  accept  thereof  aod  appoynts  Sir  Robert  Forbes,  ther  agent,  to  exact 
payment  from  the  said  Sir  John  Shaw  of  the  haill  cess  and  missive  dewes 
imposed  and  uplifted  from  the  royall  borrowes  since  JuUy  j™  vj''  ninty 
seaven  untill  the  said  first  Jully  nixt  j™  vij°  and  fyve  yeirs  inclusive,  with 
the  ordinar  anual  rents  thereof  from  the  respective  tearmes  of  payment, 
and  ordains  the  said  agent  to  discharge  or  assigne  the  said  Sir  John, 
in  the  said  Sir  Johns  option,  effeiring  to  the  said  seaven  shillings  of  the 
taxt  roll  in  soe  far  as  concernes  the  said  towne  of  Greenock  ther  unfree 
trade  dureing  the  tyme  forsaid,  conform  the  act  of  parliament  j™  vj°  and 
nyntie  eight  yeares,  and  lyckwayes  to  assigne  the  said  Sir  John  Shaw  to 
the  rest  of  the  said  paroch  of  Greenock  for  his  releifF  dureing  the  space 
forsaid,  the  said  agent  being  allwayes  comptable  to  the  royall  borrowes  at 
ther  nixt  generall  conventione  for  what  he  receaves. 
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Bdinbubgh. 
1  March  1705. 

Sederunt. 


Meeting  of  Committee,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Sir  Eobert  Blackwood  ;  Perth,  Alexander  Robertsone  ;  Hading- 
towne,  Alexander  Edgar ;  Dyssart,  John  Black ;  Kirkoaldie,  James  Oswald ; 
Dumfermling,  John  Veatch ;  Dumbartoun,  Sir  James  Smolet ;  Annan,  Mr 
William  Johnstoune. 


Preses. 

Committee  for 
receiving 
offers,  &c. 


]  March  1705. 

1.   The  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  elected  preses. 

2.  The  comitie  appoints  Edinburgh,  Hadingtowne,  Kirkcaldie,  and 
Dumbartoun,  or  any  two  of  them,  Edinburgh  being  alwayes  one,  to  meet 
as  a  sub-comittie  and  receave  what  offers  shall  be  made  for  the  unfree 
trade  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  comittie  against  the  first  Thursday  of 
Apryll  nixt,  and  they  ordain  Sir  Eobert  Forbes,  ther  agent,  to  aggree 
with  Peterhead  and  Stonhyve  at  the  rate  of  three  shillinges  of  the  taxt 
roll  for  both  the  saids  places,  and  with  Prestounpanns  at  the  rate  of  ten 
shillinges  six  pennies  for  bygones  from  Jully  j™  vj''  and  nynty  seaven  to 
JuUy  nixt,  and  that  at  the  sight  of  the  sub-comittie,  and  als  ordains  the 
said  Sir  Robert  Forbes  to  acquaint  the  burghs  of  barronies  and  regalities 
that  the  forsaid  sub-comity  is  appojmted  to  receave  what  offers  shall  be 
made  by  the  haill  unfree  traders,  and  sicklyck  the  comittie  adjourns  ther 
nixt  meeting  to  the  first  Thursday  of  Apryll  nixt  to  come. 


Meeting  op  Committee,  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Edinburgh. 
7  June  1705. 
Sederunt. 


Edinburgh,  Sir  Eobert  Blackwood  ;  Perth,  Alexander  Robertson  ;  Dundie, 
(blank)  Preston  ;  Kirkaldie,  James  Osuald  ;  Montross,  William  Coutts  ;  Hading- 
toun,  Alexander  Edgar  ;  Dumfermling,  John  Yeatch  ;  Dumbartoun,  Sir  James 
Smollet ;  Bamf,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnstoun  ;  Dysert, 
John  Black  ;   DumfreLse,  William  Coupland. 


Preses. 


7  June  1705. 
1.   The  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  elected  preses. 
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2.  John  Herriot  in  Dirletoun  being  pursued  by  the  agent  as  an  unfree  trader,  Edinburgh. 

the  committee  remitted  to  the  provost  of  Hadingtoun  to  inquire  whether  he  has 

any  trade  or  not.  /°^"  Herriot 

m  Dirletoun. 

8  June  1705. 

3.  The  committe,  considering  that  the  toun  of  Peterhead  and  adjacent  Ag-entto  agree 
paroches  of  Old  Deer,  Neu  Deer,  Longsyd  and  St  Fergus,  offerred  to  releive  and  adjacent 
the  royall  burroues  of  fourteen  pennes  of  the  taxt  roll,  and  Stonhyve  ten  P"'"''^^®^- 
pennes  therof,  for  the  communicatione  of  trade,  and  that  of  all  years  bygone 

since  Jully  j"  vj°  nynty  seven  till  Jully  nixt  inclusive,  therfor  the  com- 
mittee, notwithstanding  of  their  act  dated  the  first  of  March  last  bypast, 
ordaine  Sir  Robert  Forbes  of  Learny,  agent  for  the  royall  burrowes,  to 
agree  with  the  said  toun  of  Peterhead  and  adjacent  paroches  of  Old  Deer, 
New  Deer,  Longsyd  and  St  Fergus  and  Stonhyve,  from  Jully  j™  vj°  nynty 
seven  years  till  Jully  nixt  inclusive,  in  the  termes  of  the  above  writen 
offer  ;  with  power  to  the  said  Sir  Robert  to  uplift  and  discharge  the 
haill  cess  and  missive  dues  imposed  and  exacted  from  the  said  royall  bur- 
roues  since  the  said  moneth  of  Jully  j™  vj"  nynty  seven  to  the  moneth  of 
JuUy  nixt  inclusive,  effeirand  to  the  forsaid  proportion  of  tuo  shilling  Scots 
for  ilk  year  of  the  years  above  exprest,  with  the  ordinar  annual  rent  therof 
after  ther  respective  termes  of  payment,  and  to  assigne  the  said  toune  of 
Peterhead  against  the  said  adjacent  paroches  for  their  releiff  of  their  just 
proportion  of  the  said  tuo  shilling  Scots  ;  provyding  alwise  the  said  Sir 
Robert  be  comptable  to  the  royall  burroues  at  ther  nixt  generall  conven- 
tion for  what  he  receives. 

4.  The    committee   considering  the  representation    given  in   by  the  Parooh  of 
paroch  of  Weems,  wherby  they  are  willing  to  releive  the  royall  burroues       ^"°' 
of  one  shilling  Scots  of  the  taxt  roll  for  the  communicatione  of  trade,  and 

that  of  all  years  bygone  since  Jully  1697  years  to  Jully  nixt  inclusive, 
they  authorise  Sir  Robert  Forbes  of  Learny,  agent  to  the  royall  burroues, 
to  wplift  and  discharge  the  said  toun  and  paroch  of  Weems  of  the  haill  cess 
and  missive  dues  imposed  and  wplifted  from  the  royall  burroues  since  the 
first  of  Jully  j™  vj°  nynty  seven  to  the  first  of  Jully  nixt  inclusive  accord- 
ing to  the  forsaid  proportion  of  one  shilling  Scots  of  the  taxt  roll  yearly, 
with  annual  rents  therof  after  the  respective  termes  of  payment,  the  said 
2  2z 


362  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 

8  J^e^Toli'     ^^^  Robert   being  aluise  comptable  to  tbe  royall  burroues  at  their  nixt 
generall  convention  for  what  he  receives. 

12  June  1705. 

William  Cuth-         5.   The  Committee  upon  a  representation  made  to  them  by  the  pro- 
Tranent.  vost  of  Haddingtoun  that  William  Cuthbertson  in  Tranent  wes  charged 

with  horning,  as  ane  wnfree  trader,  at  the  instance  of  Sir  Robert  Forbes, 
agent  for  the  royal!  burroues,  albeit  he  used  no  trade,  therfor  they  in  the 
mean  tyme  stop  any  further  procedur  against  the  said  William  Cuthbert- 
son and  ordanis  him  to  be  excepted  in  any  transactione  that  shall  be 
made  for  the  communicatione  of  trade  with  unfree  traders  in  that  place. 
wUiTMusfe^^''  ^'  ^^^  committee,  considering  that  Sir  Robert  Dickson  of  Innerask 
burgh,  had,  in  name  of  the  toun  of  Musleburgh,  Innerask,  and  parioch  therof, 

offered  to  releive  the  royall  borroues  of  tuo  shilling  Scots  of  the  taxt  roll 
for  the  communication  of  trade  of  all  years  bygone  since  Jully  j™  Vf  nynty 
seven  to  Jully  nixt  inclusive,  the  committee  ordaine  Sir  Robert  Forbes, 
agent  to  the  royall  borroues,  to  agree  with  the  said  Sir  Robert  Dickson 
for  the  communication  of  trade  to  the  said  toun  of  Musleburgh,  Innerask, 
and  parioch  therof,  for  all  years  bygone  since  Jully  j™  vj°  nynty  seven  to 
Jully  nixt  inclusive,  at  the  rate  of  tuo  shilling  of  the  taxt  roll  at  least, 
yearly,  and  that  at  the  sight  of  Sir  Robert  Blackuood,  Sir  Alexander 
Ogilvie  and  Sir  James  Smollet ;  with  pouer  to  the  said  Sir  Robert  Forbes 
to  wplift  and  receive  the  haill  cess  and  missive  dues  imposed  on  and 
uplifted  from  the  royall  burrous  since  Jully  j"'  vj''  nynty  seven  till  Jully 
nixt  inclusive  not  below  the  forsaid  proportion  of  tuo  shilling  Scots  of  the 
taxt  roll,  with  the  annual  rents  therof  from  the  respective  termes  of  pay- 
ment; and  ordanis  the  said  Sir  Robert  to  discharge  or  assigne  the  said 
Sir  Robert  Dickson  against  the  toun  of  Musleburgh,  Innerask  and  parioch 
therof  for  his  releif ;  providing  aluise  that  the  said  Sir  Robert  Forbes 
make  just  compt  and  reckoning  to  the  royall  burroues  at  their  nixt 
generall  convention  for  what  he  receives. 
Agent  to  agree  7.  The  Committee  considering  that  Baillie  Menzies  and  Bailie  Bouie 
wit  a  ir  .  Yyg,^  offered,  in  name  of  the  toun  of  Falkirk,  to  releive  the  royall  burroues 
of  one  shilling  Scots  of  the  taxt  roll  for  ther  communication  of  trade,  and 
that   of  all   years  bygone    since  Jully  j"  vj'=  nynty  seven   to  Jully  nixt 


Convention  of  Royal  Burglis.  363 

inclusive,  the  committee  ordaine  Sir  Robert  Forbes,  agent  for  the  royall  Edinbotoh. 
borroues,  to  agree  with  the  said  toun  of  Falkirk  for  the  communication  of 


trade  of  all  years  bygone  since  Jully  j™  vj°  n3mty  seven  to  Jully  nixt  with  Falkirk, 
inclusive,  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  six  pennes  of  the  taxt  roll ;  with 
pouer  to  the  said  Sir  Robert  to  uplift  and  receave  the  haill  bygone  cess 
and  missive  dues  imposed  and  uplifted  from  the  royall  burroues  yearly  for 
ilk  of  the  years  above  exprest,  conforme  to  the  forsaid  proportione  of  one 
shilling  six  pennes  of  the  taxt  roll,  with  the  annual  rent  therof  from  the 
respective  termes  of  payment,  and  to  discharge  or  assigne  the  said  toun  of 
Falkirk  accordingly,  the  said  Sir  Robert  Forbes  being  aluise  comptable 
to  the  royall  burroues  at  their  nixt  general!  conventione  for  what  he 
receives. 

8.  The  committee  appoynts    Edinburgh,   Hadingtoun,  Dumbartoun  Committee  to 
and   Bamff,  or  any  tuo  of  them,  Edinburgh   aluise  being  one,  as  a  sub- 
comittie  to  receave  any  offers  that  shall  be  made  by  wnfree  traders  for  the 
comunicatione  of  trade  and  to  report. 

9.  The  committee,  upon  desire  of  James  Hamilton  of  Pancatland,  in  Borrowstoun- 
name  of  James  Duke  of  Hamilton,  do  deferr  to  transact  with  the  toun  of 
Borroustounness  for  the  communication  of  trade  till  the  tuenty  sixth  day 

of  June  instant. 

FoLLOWES  her  Majesties  Letter  to  the  Royall  Burroues  sitting  at  Glasgow,  Her  Majesties 
anno  1703.      Referred  to  in  the  12th  act  of  convention,  1703.  royall  bur- 

8ic  superscribitur  :  Anne  R.  Right  trustie  and  well  beloved,  we  j^gg^'  ^®  '^"'^ 
greet  you  well.  Wheras  we  have  received  from  the  envoy  of  the  states 
generall  letters  from  the  stats  of  Zeland  and  toun  of  Campheir  complain- 
ing of  the  violation  and  infraction  of  the  staple  contract,  and  of  the  great 
loss  and  damnage  sustained  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  state  and  toun 
therby,  and  intreating  we  might  cause  enquire  into  the  source  of  these 
abusses  that  the  same  may  be  redressed  and  rectified  and  the  transgressors 
punished,  and  acquainting  ws  also  that  they  had  frequently  writen  to  you 
wpon  this  subject,  this  matter  relating  so  much  to  the  faith  of  the  treaties 
standing  betuixt  our  ancient  kingdome  and  that  state  and  toun  of  Cam- 
pheir, and  of  such  importance  to  the  trade  and  intrest  of  our  royall  bur- 
roues, and  that  you  are  in  a  short  tyme  to  meet  in  your  annuall  convention 
at  Glasgow,  it   is  our  royall  pleasour  that   you  narrouly  examine   your 
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Edinburgh. 
12  June  1705. 

Her  Majesties 
letter  to  the 
royall  bur- 
roues,  26  July 
1703. 


commissioners  sent  last  year  to  Campheir  for  this  affair,  as  also  the  repre- 
sentation made  by  the  toune  of  Campheir,  and  that  you  make  tryall  into 
the  facts  and  causes  of  these  complaints  whether  relating  to  yourselves  or 
the  said  toun,  and  wherin  or  by  whom  our  laws,  your  priviledges,  or  the 
treaties  with  the  states  of  Zelland  and  toun  of  Campheir,  have  been 
violated  or  disapoynted,  and  that  you  transmitt  the  whole  tryall  to  be  laid 
befor  us  that  we  may  declair  our  further  pleasure  therin  since  we  are 
firmly  resolved  to  observe  that  publict  faith  to  mentain  your  rights  and 
privieledges  and  to  encourage  the  trade  of  our  ancient  kingdome  and  our 
laws  relating  therto  both  at  home  and  abroad.  And  so  we  bid  you  heartily 
farewell.  Given  at  our  court  at  Windsor  Castle,  the  26  day  of  Jully 
1703,  and  of  our  reign  the  second  year.  By  her  Majesties  command.  Sic 
subscribitur :  David  Naien. 


Act  of  toun 
coimsell  of 
Dumfreis 
anent  admis- 
sion of  clerk, 
6  March  1704. 


FoLLOUES  the  Act  of  the  Toxtn  Counsell  of  Dumfreis  anent  the 
admission  of  a  clerk,  appoynted  to  be  recorded  by  the  26  act  of  the 
last  generall  convention  holden  at  Glasgow  wpon  the  fourth  day  of 
Jully  1704  years. 
At  Dumfreis  the  sixth  of  March  j™  vij*^  and  four  years.  The 
magistrats  and  toun  counsell,  considering  the  many  great  inconveniencies 
that  hitherto  have  and  hereafter  may  redound  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
good  toun,  magistrats  and  toun  counsell  therof,  by  admitting  of  persons 
to  the  office  of  toun  clerkship  ad  vitam  aut  culpam,  which  admissions  in 
favours  of  the  persone  elected  are  theirafter  procured  by  them  to  be 
ratified  by  the  burrows,  they  therafter  (as  hath  been  found  by  experience) 
have  not  demained  thamselves  with  that  deference  and  regard,  nor  did 
not  give  that  attendance  as  became  servants  to  the  good  toun,  or  as  in 
gratitude  wes  due  to  the  touns  liberalities  and  benevolence  to  them,  and 
otherwise  have  sometymes  had  a  hand  in  making  of  parties  of  the 
counsell  to  the  detriment  and  damnage  therof,  which  should  not  be  done 
by  any  persone  intrusted  in  that  office  ;  therfor,  for  remeid  therof  in 
tyme  coming,  the  magistrates  and  toun  counsell  of  this  burgh  enact  and 
ordain  that  after  the  deceis  or  fault  of  John  Herries,  their  present  clerk, 
no  person  be  elected  toun  clerk  of  this  burgh  but  durante  bene  placito 
allanerly,  so  that  it  shall  be  leisum  to  the  magistrats  and  toun  counsell 
to  turn  any  persone  out  of  his  ofBce  of  clerkship  at  their  pleasure  and  to 
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put  in  any  person  they  think  fitt  in  his  place,  and  that  any  clerk  to  be  EDraBUEOH. 
hereafter  admitted  obliges  himself  to  accept  of  the  office  in  these  termes,       ""^ 


and  to  acqiiiesce,  submitt  to,  and  obtemper  any  act  of  the  magistrats  and  counseu™" 
toun  counsell,  whom  he  is  to  accept  as  his  sole  judges  ther  exclusive  of  f^ent'^Tmi 
all  others,  exaucterating,  divesting,  and  depriving  him  of  the  said  office,  sion  of  clerk, 
without  any  appelatione,  opposition,  or  contradictione  whatsoever  on  his 
part,  and  that  wnder  the  pain  and  penalty  of  ane  thousand  pounds  Scots, 
attour  performance  of  the  premisses,  which  he  is  to  oblige  himself  to 
make  payment  of  to  the  toun  theasaurer  for  the  tyme  in  name  and 
behalf  of  the  then  magistrats  and  toun  counsell.  And  further,  it  is  heirby 
enacted  and  declared  that  ilk  member  of  the  counsell  who  hereafter  shall 
either  vott  the  rescinding  of  this  present  act,  or  in  contrair  hereof,  shall 
be  ipso  facto  lyable  in  the  sum  of  tuo  hundred  pounds  for  which  he  may 
be  pursued  either  at  the  instance  of  the  then  present  or  of  any  the  then 
Jate  magistrats  and  counsellors  of  this  burgh,  one  half  thereof  to  be  payed 
as  aforsaid  and  the  other  half  of  the  said  tuo  hundred  pounds  to  the 
pursuer.  And  appoynts  ane  extract  of  this  act  to  be  laid  befor  the  next 
generall  conventione  of  the  burroues  for  their  approbation  and  ratifica- 
tion hereof.  Extracted  be  ws,  wndersubscriving,  at  the  appoyntment  of 
the  said  counsell,  Sic  suhscribitur :  Alex.  Baeklay  ;  Wm.  Coerib. 

FoLLOWES  the  Act  of  the  Toun  Counsell  of  Dumtreis  anent  the  terms  Act  of  toun 
that  any  succeeding  clerk  is  to  be  elected.  Dumfreis^'lO 

Conveened  within  the  tolbuith  of  Dumfries,  Munday  the  tenth  day  April  1704. 
of  Apryll  j"^  vij"  and  four  years,  William  Copland,  provost ;  John 
Crosby,  Alexander  Barclay,  and  William  Corrie,  baillies ;  James  Mulligan, 
dean ;  Andrew  Bell,  treasurer ;  Mr  Thomas  Rome  and  John  Irving,  late 
provosts ;  John  Corsbet,  James  Dalyell,  and  Robert  Corbet,  late  baillies ; 
Robert  Johnstoun,  late  dean ;  John  Euart,  younger,  John  Gilchrist,  John 
Martin,  John  Kennan,  John  Paterson,  merchants ;  George  Mitchell,  con- 
veener;  John  Irving,  flesher,  John  Jackson,  weaver,  John  Broun,  taylor, 
Robert  Neuall,  wright,  deacons  of  craft.  Anent  the  ouertures  and  articles 
of  regulation  proposed  and  given  in  to  the  counsell  the  last  counsell  day 
anent  the  terms  on  which  the  clerk  is  to  be  admitted,  they  being  read  the 
same  last  counsell  day,  and  it  being  recomended  to  the  magistrats,  provost 
Rome,  provost  Irving,  baillies  John  and  Robert  Corbets,  baillie  Dalzell, 
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Edinburgh.  James  Bishop,  John  Kennan,  Eobert  Johnston,  John  Martin,  the  conveener, 
12  June  1705.  [^,^eacon]  Irving,  and  deacon  Neuall,  or  any  five  of  them,  to  consider  the 
^ouuseu"™  ^^"^^  articles  and  either  to  alter  the  same  or  not  and  to  add  theirto  as  they 
Dumfreis  thought  fitt,  as  ane  act  of  councill  writen  on  the  back  of  the  articles 
sion  of  clerk,  bears,  the  provost  in  name  of  the  committe  reported  to  the  counsell  that 
iOApnii704.  ^Yiej  had  mett  and  considered  the  same,  and  after  some  amendments 
therof  they  are  as  folloues : — 1°,  That  besyds  the  holding  of  his  office 
durante  bene  placito,  conforme  to  ane  late  preceeding  act  of  counsel], 
dated  the  sixth  of  March  last,  that  non  be  capable  to  be  elected  or 
exerce  the  office  of  toun  clerk  within  this  burgh  who  are  either  members 
of  or  have  a  dependance  wpon  any  wther  inferior  court  or  judicatur,  they 
being  incompatable  or  inconvenient.  2^°,  That  the  said  clerk  shall  be 
obliged  to  serve  the  said  toun  in  what  properly  belongs  to  the  toun,  and 
in  gratis  burges  tickets  at  twelve  shilling  Scots  per  ticket,  he  furnishing 
all  materiaUs  for  wryting,  sealling,  and  otherwise.  8°,  That  no  clerk  exact 
above  one  shilling  Scots  per  pound  from  any  of  the  inhabitants  for 
extract  of  any  decreets,  and  in  case  of  any  exorbitancy  (upon  complaints) 
for  the  pryce  of  any  other  writs,  the  same  is  to  be  regulat  by  the  magistrats 
and  toun  counsell.  4°,  That  any  who  is  to  be  admited  clerk  be  obliged 
to  warrand  and  releive  the  toun  of  Dumfreis  of  the  five  pounds  sterling 
payable  yearly  to  Barnclugh  and  to  report  discharges  therof  to  the  toun 
counsell  annuatim.  5°,  That  the  said  clerk  at  his  entry  be  obliged  to 
pay  into  the  clerks  relict,  or  rather  to  retein  for  the  touns  releif  at  the 
hands  of  Barnclugh,  the  sum  of  sixty  pounds,  Scots  money,  for  the 
benefite  of  the  registers',  the  wmquhill  clerk,  John  Herries,  or  his  author, 
having  payed  the  like  sum  to  their  predicessor,  and  by  the  act  of  the 
said  John  Herries  admission  it  wes  provyded  that  his  successor  should 
pay  the  like  sum  wpon  the  same  account,  and  the  succeeding  clerk  by 
his  admission  be  provyded  to  have  the  like  sum  repayed  to  him  or 
successors  by  his  successors  in  office.  6°,  That  non  be  capable  to  exerce 
the  said  office  of  clerkship  within  this  burgh  who  keeps  any  publick 
house  or  tavern.  7°,  That  no  succeeding  clerk  have  pouer  to  appoynt 
or  substitut  deputs  except  in  case  of  sickness  or  necessary  absence,  in 
which  case  he  is  to  be  known  to  and  approven  of  by  the  magistrats  and 
counsell.  8°,  That  no  succeeding  clerk  shall  buy  any  pleas  or  actions 
against  any  of  the   inhabitants  of  the   burgh   either  by  himself  or   any 
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interposed  persone  to  his  behove,  or  acquire  any  right  or  title  which  may  ???^^^i7^5 
be  the  ground  of  pleas  and  shall  not  promove  pleas  betuixt  one  burges  a  ^  » t     — 


and  another  or  concern  himself  in  any  parties  or  factions.  9°,  That  the  counseiiof 
succeeding  clerk  and  his  successors  shall  receive  their  commissions  only  in  anent  admis- 
those  terms  above  writen,  and  durante  bene  placito  as  said  is,  and  no  fo  Aprifuoi. 
longer  nor  no  otherwise.  And  that  all  clerks  have  the  above  articles, 
with  the  act  durante  bene  placito,  insert  in  their  act  of  admission,  and 
shall  be  obliged  to  give  extracts  theirof  to  any  of  the  magistrats  or 
counsellors  if  they  require  the  same  gratis.  And  that  the  counsell  appoynt 
the  touns  commissioner  to  the  next  convention  of  burrous  to  lay  befor 
them  ane  extract  of  the  act  durante  bene  placito  and  their  articles  of 
regulation  to  be  approven  of  by  them ;  the  which  articles  being  tuise  over 
read  in  audience  of  the  counsell  they  all  unanimously  approve  therof  and 
agree  therwnto,  and  appoynt  ane  extract  hereof  and  of  the  act  durante 
bene  placito  to  be  laid  befor  the  next  convention  of  burroues  for  their 
approbatione.  And  the  counsell  appoynt  and  assigne  this  day  tuenty 
dayes  for  electing  the  next  succeeding  clerk,  at  which  tyme  he  is  to  enact 
himself  in  the  terms  of  the  act  durante  bene  placito  and  oblige  himself 
for  observance  therof  and  of  thir  presents,  and  that  he  accept  of  his  office 
in  these  termes  and  no  wtheruise,  wnder  the  penalty  of  ane  thousand 
pounds  in  the  termes  of  the  said  act.  Extracted  by  me.  Sic  subscribitur ; 
Eo.  BOTD. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

'  3  July  1705. 

Edinburgh,  Sir  Robert  Blackwood,  dean  of  gild,  and  WilUam  Wardrop  ;  Sederunt. 
Perth,  Alexander  Robertson  ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Blair  ;  Aberdeen,  Alexander 
Paton  ;  Stirling,  CoUonell  John  Erskin ;  Linlithgow,  "Walter  Stewart ;  St 
Androus,  Alexander  Watson  ;  Glasgow,  John  Anderson  ;  Air,  John  Moor  ; 
Hadingtoun,  Alexander  Edgar;  Dysert,  John  Black j  Kirkaldie,  Henry  Miller; 
Montross,  Charles  Ogilvie ;  Couper,  Henry  Spence  ;  Anstruther  Easter,  Mr 
James  Halson ;  Dumfreis,  William  Copland;  Inverness,  Alexander  DufF;  Burnt- 
island, Alexander  Anderson  ;  Innerkeithing,  James  Dudgeon ;  Kinghorn, 
William  BiiTell ;  Brichen,  James  Spence  ;  Iruing,  Mr  Alexander  Cunningham  ; 
Jedburgh,  Walter  Scott ;  Kirkcudbright,  James  Gordon  ;  Wigtoun,  Simeon 
Gullin  ;  Pittenweem,  Mr  Robert  Cook  ;  Dumfermling,  John  Veatch  ;  Anstruther 
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Edinbdhgh, 
3  July  1705. 

Sederunt. 


Preses. 

Committee  for 
revising  com- 
missions. 


Wester,  William  Lundie  ;  Selkirk,  Robert  Scott ;  Dumbarton,  Sir  James  Smollet ; 
Eenfreu,  Collin  Campble  ;  Dunbar,  Robert  Kellie  ;  Lanerk,  William  Jnglis  ; 
Aberbrothuick,  John  Hutcheson  ;  Peebles,  John  Tueedy ;  Craill,  George  Moncreif ; 
Tayn,  Mr  Eneas  Macleod  ;  Culross,  John  Adam  ;  Bamff,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie; 
Whithorn,  John  M'Andbish  j  Forfar,  Charles  Dickson  ;  Rothesay,  Mr  Dougall 
Steuart ;  Nairn,  John  Ross ;  Forras,  George  Brody ;  Ruthglen,  George  Spence  ; 
Northberuick,  Archbald  Lauder  ;  Lauder,  Sir  David  Cunningham  ;  Kilrennie, 
James  Peacock  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnston  ;  Lochmaben,  Robert  Robson  ; 
Sanquhar,  James  Hunter ;  Gallouay,  John  Chalmer  ;  Dinguall,  John  Tuach  ; 
Queensferry,  George  Hill  ;  Fortrose,  Daniell  Simpson  ;  Kintoir,  Robert  Bruce  ; 
Innerurie,  Sir  Alexander  Gumming  ;  Inverarey,  William  Inglia  ;  Week,  James 
Murray  ;  Kirkwall,  David  Traill  ;  Inverbervie,  Andrew  Beattie  ;  Stranraer, 
Androw  M'Credy ;  Campbletoun,  Alexander  Rouattj  Elgin,  Cullen  and  Dornock, 
{hlanh.) 

8  July  1705. 

1.  Sir  Patrick  Johnston,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  The  convention  approved  of  the  commissions  of  certain  burghs  and 
appointed  the  commissioners  therein  named  a  committee  to  consider  the  other 
commissions  and  report,  but  the  representative  of  Glasgow  "  protested  against 
the  forsaid  vott  in  so  far  as  concerned  the  commissions  for  the  burghs  of  St 
Androis,  Bamf  and  Lauder,  inrespect  their  commissioners  did  not  give  their 
oaths  that  they  had  lands  extending  to  the  value  of  three  thousand  merks  hold- 
ing burgage  ...  to  which  it  wes  ansuered  that  ther  wes  no  need  for  the  forsaid 
oath,  inrespect  it  wes  known  to  many  of  the  members  that  the  forsaids  commis- 
sioners were  qualified  in  the  terms  of  the  platform." 


Commissions 
approven. 


Members 
qualified. 
Committee. 


4  July  1705. 

3.  Approved  of  the  whole  commissions,  and  particularly  that  of  Rothsay 
in  favour  of  Mr  Dougall  Stewart,  "  albeit  not  exactly  conforme  to  the  plateform, 
seing  the  said  Mr  Dougall  represented  the  said  burgh  in  parliament  and  that  the 
parliament  wes  now  siting."  The  commissioner  of  Glasgow  adhered  to  his  for- 
mer protest  and  the  commissioner  of  Inverera  also  adhered. 

4.  Oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  the  assurance  subscribed. 

5.  Remitted  to  a  committee  the  consideration  of  the  missive  and  also  of  the 
petition  given  in  by  Colonel  Erskin. 
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5  July  1705.  ^7^^'S^f- 

•'  5  July  1705. 


6.  Continued  several  heads  of  the  present  missive  to  be  heads  of  next  general  Heads  of  mis- 
missive  ^'^®  continued  J 

7.  After  voting,  the  convention  appointed  the  tax  roll  to  be  altered  and  fixed  Alteration  of 
for  a  period  of  five  years.  *'■''*  ''°"- 

8.  Remitted  the  article  in  the  missive  as  to  the  factors  finding  caution  to  the  Factors  of  the 
committee  for  the  staple  port  to  be  named  by  this  convention.  ^^^'^^^  P"""*"' 

9.  In  compliance  with  petition  from  the  burgh  of  Stirling,  the  convention  Stirling,  sell- 
authorised  them  to  sell  their  lands  of  Bridgehaugh  and  the  lands  upon  the  east  '"^  ^''°'^^- 
side  of  the  shore  causeway,  being  aU  the  lands  belonging  to  the  said  burgh,  for 

paying  a  part  of  their  debt. 

6  July  1705. 

10.  Remitted  to  a  committee  the  article  of  the  missive  anent  altering  the  Taxt  roll, 
tax  roll. 

11.  Referring  to  their  9th  act,  the  convention  appointed  a  committee  to  see  Stirling. 
the  lands  sold  and  the  price  applied. 

12.  Remitted    to    a   committee  several    complaints  against  Evan  M'Grigor  Broad  card 
and  his  partners  "  for  making  wnsufficient  broad  cards  and  imposing  the  same  manufactory. 
wpon  the  leidges,  be  vertue  of  ane  pretended  gift  in  his  or  copartners  favoui's 
surreptitiously  obtained,  and  charging  them  with  horning  therupon." 

1 3.  Accepted  of  the  resignation  by  Robert  Steuart  of  his  office  of  factor  for  Robert  Stew- 
the  nation  at  Camphier,  but  delayed  discharging  his  cautioners  till   next  general  resigned.  ' 
convention  that  all  concerned  may  be  informed  thereof 

9  July  1705. 

14.  Anent  the  petition  given  in  be  Mr  William  Sutherland,  merchant,  Elgin. 
burges  of  Elgin,  and  commissioner  appoynted  by  some  of  the  magistrates 
and  a  great  part  of  the  community  of  the  said  burgh,  sheuing  that  where 
the  animosities  and  divisions  that  hes  been  amongst  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  burgh  these  eight  or  ten  years  bypast,  which  came  to  processes 
befor  the  privy  counsell,  lords  of  theasury  and  exchequer,  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  the  place,  and  which  has  been  principally  occasioned  by 
almost  keeping  in  continually  the  same  persones  as  magistrats  and  coun- 
sellors the  forsaid  space  without  alteration,  to  the  generall  dissatisfaction 
of  the  best  part  of  the  toun  who  judged  the  only  way  for  setling  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  said  toun,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  inhabitants,  is  to 
2  3  A 
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bdinbtooh.     make  a  new  sett  in  electing  of  the  magistrats  and  counsell  of  the  said 

— '■ —  burgh,  and  therfor  craving  the  conventione  would  remitt  to  ane  select 

number  of  the  burroues  to  take  tryall  in  the  maters  above  represented, 
and  to  appoynt  such  remedies  by  reducing  the  burgh  to  a  right  and 
laufull  constitutione  as  shall  seem  just,  as  the  said  petitione  bears  ;  which 
being  considered  by  the  conventione  they  [appointed  certain  burghs  to 
meet  at  Elgin  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September  next  to  endeavour  to 
accommodate  the  differences  and  make  a  sett,  and  to  report  to  the  con- 
vention.] 

Sir  John  j5_  E.atified  the  agreement  with  Sir  John  Shaw  as  to  the  unfree  trade  within 

the  parish  of  Greenock,  and  the  assignation  made  by  the  agent  against  the  rest  of 
the  parish  for  relief  of  Sir  John,  and  remitted  to  the  committee  on  unfree  trade 
to  determine  as  to  an  agreement  for  the  future. 

Act  in  favours  16.  The  conventione  taking  to  their  serious  consideratione  the  great 

of  Edinburgh,  and  unsupportable  burdens  that  the  good  toun  of  Edinburgh  hath 
groaned  under  these  severall  years  bypast,  particularly  since  the  generall 
conventione  at  Perth  in  anno  j™  vj°  nynty  seven,  at  which  tyme  the  said 
toun  wes  heightned  seven  pounds  six  shilling  eight  pennes  in  the  taxt 
roll,  which  made  ther  proportione  fourty  pounds  therof,  and  also  consider- 
ing that  the  said  good  toun  hath  been  alwayes  very  ready  to  succour  and 
support  all  the  other  distressed  burghs  of  this  kingdome,  therfor  the  con- 
vention, from  a  due  sympathie  and  sense  of  the  present  pressing  burdens 
of  the  said  burgh,  do  unanimously  agree  that  the  samen  be  disburdened 
of  five  pounds  of  the  present  proportione  of  the  taxt  roll,  for  the  space  of 
five  years  from  the  date  hereof,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  that  for  the 
said  five  years  nixt  to  come  the  said  burgh  of  Edinburghs  proportione 
shall  aUenerly  be  thirty  five  pounds  of  the  hundred  pounds  of  the 
taxt  roll  imposed  be  act  of  parliament  for  the  haill  royall  burghs  of  this 
kingdome, 

Eatifloation,  17.  Ratified  a  contract   and  agreement   between  the  provost,  bailies,  and 

^^"'*-  council   of  Bamf,  and    the    trades    of  that   burgh,  dated    8th    October    1680, 

and  registered  in  the  books  of  council  and  session  7th  November  1683.     See 
page  375. 
Severalburghs.  18.   Having   considered   petitions   from   several   burghs   and   reports   of  the 

visitors  thereto,  the  convention  appointed  their  condition  "  to  be  considered  when- 
ever any  fund  can  be  fallen  upon  to  that  effect." 
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11  July  1705. 


Edinburgh. 
11  July  1705. 


19.  Approved  of  report  by  a  committee  and  appointed  the  following  tax  roll  Taxt  roll. 
"  to  be  the  setled  and  established  rule  for  five  years  to  come  for  collecting  and 
ingathering  the  publict  cess  and  missive  dues  which  shall  happen  to  be  imposed 
upon  the  royall  burroues  "  : — 


LIB.       B. 

D. 

LIB. 

S.      D. 

Edinburgh 

35     0 

0 

Peebles 

0 

9     0 

Perth 

4     0 

0 

CraiU        . 

0 

4     0 

Dundie     . 

4     0 

0 

Tayn 

0 

4     0 

Aberdeen 

4  18 

0 

Culross 

0 

3     0 

Stirling    . 

1     5 

0 

Bamf 

0 

4     0 

Linlithgow 

1     7 

0 

Whithern 

0 

1     0 

St  Andrews 

0     7 

0 

Forfar       . 

0 

6     0 

Glasgow  . 

20     0 

0 

Rothsay   . 

0 

4     0 

Air . 

1     1 

4 

Nairn 

0 

3     0 

Hadingtoun 

1     6 

0 

Forras 

0 

4     0 

Dysert 

0     3 

0 

Ruthglen 

0 

4     0 

Kirkcaldie 

1   10 

2 

Northberuick    . 

0 

1     0 

Montross 

1   13 

8 

Cullen       . 

0 

1     0 

Couper 

0  15 

0 

Lauder 

0 

5     0 

Anstruther  F.aster 

0     2 

0 

Kilrenny 

0 

1     0 

Dumfreis 

1   18 

4 

Annan 

0 

2     0 

Inverness 

1     8 

6 

Lochmaben 

0 

1     0 

Burntisland 

0     6 

0 

Sanquhar 

0 

1     0 

Innerkeithing   . 

0     5 

0 

Gallauay  . 

0 

1     0 

Kinghom 

0     7 

0 

Dinguall  . 

0 

2     0 

Brichen    . 

0  10 

0 

Dornock  . 

0 

3     0 

Iruing 

0  10 

6 

Queensferry 

0 

8     0 

Jedburgh 

0  19 

0 

Fortrose  . 

0 

3     0 

Kirkcudbright  . 

0     6 

0 

Kintoir    . 

0 

1     0 

Wigtoun 

0     6 

0 

Inverurie 

0 

1     0 

Pittenweem 

0     3 

0 

Inverarey 

0 

2     0 

Dumfermling     . 

0   14 

0 

Week       . 

0 

4     0 

Anstruther  Wester 

0     1 

0 

Kirkuall  . 

0 

12     0 

Selkirk     . 

0   10 

0 

Inverbervie 

0 

1     0 

Dumbarton 

0     6 

0 

Stranraer 

0 

2     0 

Renfrew  . 

0     4 

0 

Campbletoun     . 

0 

1     6 

Dunbar    . 

0     8 
0   12 

0 
0 

For  unfree  traders 

6 

0     0 

Lanerk     . 

Aberbrothuick 

0  10 

1  8 

0 
0 

100 

0     0 

Elgin 
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12  July  1705. 

12  JulyljOS.  20.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  relict  of  George  Oliphant,  late  pro- 

Act  in  favours  '^°^^  "^  Perth,  who  died  abroad  in  the  service  of  the  burghs,  £20  sterling,  "in 
of  Margaret  leu  of  all  she  Can  clame  wpon  account  of  her  said  deceist  husbands  service  or  any 
Orrock.  manner  of  way  whatsoever." 

Inerarey.  21.  Having  considered  petition  of  Inerary,  craving  the  convention  to  take 

their  indigent  case  to  consideration,  they  appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  burgh 

an  equivalent  to  the  present  augmentation  of  one  shilling  of  their  proportion  of 

the  tax  roll. 

Burntisland.  22.  Allowed  the  burgh   of  Bruntisland  500  merks  Scots  for  repairing  their 

harbour  if  it  should  be  found  that  the  sum  formerly  given  was  rightly  applied. 
Sir  John  Shaw,         23,  24.  Kemitted  to  the  committee  on  unfree  trade  (1)  a  petition  by  Sir 
Thomas  Craw-  John  Shaw  of  Greenock  craving  the  discharge  of  annualrent  on  the  sums  paid  by 
him,  and  (2)  a  petition  by  Thomas  Craufoord  of  Carsburn  craving  the  convention 
to   accept  twenty  pence  of  the  tax  roll  for  the  unfree  trade  of  his  town  of 
Crauford-dyke. 
Committee,  25.   Appointed  a  committee  "  to  take  off  Sir  Robert  Forbes  his  accompts  both 

accompts.         ^^  ^  ^jjg  missive  dues  and  unfree  trade  and  report." 

Committee  for  26.  The  convention,  "  considering  that  severalls  of  the  burghs  of  barronie  and 
and™taple'^^  regalitie  and  unfree  traders  will  be  willing  to  agree  with  the  royal!  burroues  for 
the  communication  of  trade,''  appointed  a  committee  to  meet  on  the  first  Thurs- 
day of  each  month  till  next  general  convention  to  ''  agree  with  those  who  will 
make  such  reasonable  transactions  with  them  for  ther  unfree  trade  "  from  1st 
July  1697  till  1  July  1706.  The  convention  also  remitted  to  the  committee 
the  whole  affairs  relating  to  the  .staple  port  and  the  complaints  against  the  master 
of  the  old  broad  manufactory. 
Petitions  re-  27.  Remitted   to  the  committee  on  staple  affairs  a  petition  by  Alexander 

nutted  to  Clark  and  John  Frazer,  merchants  in  Inverness,  for  damages  sustained  by  wrong- 

mittee.  ous  imprisonment  for  two  months  in  Campheer,  and  also  a  petition  by  William 

Adam,  merchant  in  Culross,  against  John  Hamilton,  factor  in  Campheer. 
Superplus  28.  Considering  that  the  present  tax  roll,  which  is  to  continue  for  five  years, 

trade"  ""  ^^^  ^*®  been  made  "  upon  the  account  that  some  of  the  royall  burroues  are  increased 
and  others  decreased  in  their  trade,  yet,  inregard  that  befor  the  expiring  of  the  saids  ■ 
five  years  the  course  of  trade  may  circulat  and  be  removed  to  other  places,"  the 
convention  resolved  to  receive  at  their  annual  meetings  in  July  such  representa- 
tions as  should  be  made  by  any  of  the  burghs  concerning  the  decay  of  their  trade 
and  to  "  applye  the  superplus  fund  of  the  wnfree  trade,  after  Sir  Robert  Forbes, 
ther  agent,  is  compleitly  reimbursed  of  his  wndertakings  theranent,  for  the  use 
and  behove  of  the  said  royall  burroues  as  they  shall  see  cause." 
of^Sir^Eobert^  ^^'  '^'^®  convention  considering  that  Sir  Robert  Forbes,  their  agent,  is  con- 

Forbes,  tent  to  relieve  the  burghs  of  £6  of  the  tax  roll  for  five  years  yet  to  come,  resolved 
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to  appropriate  what  shall  be  paid  in  by  the  unfi-ee  traders  to  be  applied  towards  Edinburgh. 
his  relief  in  the  first  place,  he  being  accountable  to  the  convention  for  what  more  12  July  1705. 
he  shall  receive,  and  if  what  he  receives  yearly  does  not  meet  his  disbursements  Act  in  favours 
and  charges,  the  convention  will  yearly  see  to  his  effectual  payment,  Edinburgh  '£  ^^  Robert 
not  to  be  liable  during  the  five  years  for  more  than  £35  of  the  tax  roll. 

13  July  1705. 

30.  Appointed  the  agent  to  disburse  what  sums  the  lord  provost  of  Edin-  Disburse- 
burgh  shall  find  to  be  necessary  in  the  affair  anent  Evan  M'Grigor  or  any  other  "»euts. 
affair  of  the  royal  burghs. 

31.  Remitted  to  the  committee  on  unfree  trade  to  consider  what  gratification  Agent  and  his 
shall  be  given  to  Sir  Robert  Forbes  and  his  servant.  servant. 

32.  Remitted  a  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Kirkwall  to  the  committee  on  unfree  Kirkwall, 
trade. 

33.  Appointed  the  condition  of  Perth  and  eleven  other  burghs  to  be  con-  Perth,  etc. 
sidered  by  next  general  convention. 

34.  Remitted  to  the  committee  on  unfree  trade  petition  for  relief  by  the  Fortress. 
burgh  of  Fortrose,  which  "  wes  in  a  very  decayed  conditione,  and  inrespect  therof 
might  reasonably  have  expected  ane  ease  of  the  taxt  roll,  yet  to  their  great  sur- 
prize they  had  one  shilling  Scots  added  to  their  former  proportione  therof" 

35.  The  conventione  upon  several  complaints  made  to  them  against  Dues  of  the 
the  tacksmen  of  the  dues  of  the  lights   of  the    May,  their   collectors  and  ''s'"'"  "^  ^^''^■ 
servants,  for  exacting  the  said  dues  in  the  summer  tym  contrair  to  law, 

do  remitt  to  the  committe  anent  the  staple  port  and  unfree  trade  to  sit 
after  disolving  of  this  present  conventione  to  enquire  into  the  verrity  of 
these  complaints  and  fall  upon  some  effectual  means  for  redressing  therof 
in  tyme  coming,  and  for  that  effect  ordains  the  agent  to  advance  money 
as  the  committe  shall  find  necesar. 

36.  Anent  ane  petitione  given  in  to  the  convention  be  the  magistrats  Forfar,  ryott. 
and  counsell  of  the  hurgh  of  Forfar  representing  ane  great  ryott  committed 

by  severall  neighbouring  gentlemen  upon  the  magistrats  of  the  said  burgh 
at  the  cross  and  upon  the  High  Street  therof,  and  that  the  poverty  of  the 
burgh  wes  such  that  they  could  not  afford  money  to  prosecute  the  said 
ryott  as  the  samen  required,  to  the  honour  of  the  royall  borroues  in 
generall  and  the  magistrates  of  the  said  burgh  in  particular,  do  remitt  to 
the  committe  anent  the  staple  and  unfree  trade  to  sitt  after  the  dissolving 
of  this   present  conventione   to  enquire  into  the  said  ryott  and  assist  the 
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Edinburgh,  saids  magistrats  to  prosecut  the  same  as  they  shall  see  cause,  and  ordains 
the  agent  to  advance  money  for  that  effect  as  the  committe  shall  think 
fitt. 


Forfar,  ryott. 


Agents  37.  Approved  of  the  agent's  accounts  of  disbursements  from  July  1704r  to 

aocompts.         j^iy  I'jQ^^  extending  to  £11,306,  10s.  8d.  Scots. 

Aocomptg,  38.  On  report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  audit  the  agent's  account  with 

unfree  trade,  the  money  paid  by  the  unfree  burghs  for  their  bygone  trade  from  July  1697  to 
July  1705,  appointed  to  be  applied  towai-ds  payment  of  the  proportion  of  £5  of 
the  tax  roll  from  July  1704  to  July  1705,  the  convention  found  that  he  had  paid 
£3600  Scots  of  cess  to  her  Majesty's  depute  receiver  and  £600  Scots  of  missive 
dues ;  and  that  he  has  received  from  the  town  and  parish  of  Weems  £446,  8s. 
7d.  and  from  Sir  John  Shaw  of  Greenock  £3125,  Os.  Id.  Scots;  leaving  £628, 
lis.  4d.  due  to  the  agent,  which  is  to  be  allowed  to  him  out  of  what  he  shall 
afterwards  receive  from  unfree  traders. 

Inverberrie.  39.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Inverbervie  and  report  as 

to  their  common  good  and  trade. 

Conservator.  40.  Remitted  a  petition  by  the  conservator  to  the  committee  anent  the  staple 

affairs  and  unfree  trade. 

Gordon,  factor         41 .   Remitted  to  the  same  committee  a  petition  by  William  Gordon,  late  factor 

a  amp  ler.  ^^  Camphier,  showing  that  in  1693  "he  had  received  a  part  of  the  vaccant 
steepand  due  to  the  minister  at  Camphier,  and  by  order  of  Sir  Androw  Kennedy, 
conservator,  did  pay  the  same  out  towards  the  repairing  of  the  Scots  church  at 
Camphier,  and  therfor  craving  to  be  exonered  therof  and  to  be  free  from  all 
trouble  and  molestation  upon  that  account." 

Sir  Alexander  42.   Sir  Alexander  Gumming  of  Coulter,  advocat,  having  produced  to 

Cunimings  gift    ^  .  'fni  ni-  !•• 

produced.  the  conventione  ane  giit  under  the  great  seall,  making  and  constituting 
him  her  Majesties  resident  and  conservator  of  the  Scots  priviledges  in  the 
Netherlands,  with  ane  leter  from  her  Majestie  direct  to  them  relative 
therto,  both  which  being  read  in  convention,  and  the  leter  appoynted  by 
them  to  be  recorded  in  the  burrou  books  after  dissolving  of  the  conven- 
tione, the  said  Sir  Alexander  Gumming  therupon  took  instruments  in  the 
clerks  hands,  and  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy  protested  that  the  reading  or 
receiving  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Gumming's  commissione  might  be 
without  prejudice  of  his  standing  gift  and  without  prejudice  of  his  plea  of 
declarator,  reduction,  and  improbation  depending  befor  the  lords  of  coun- 
sell  and  sessione,  and  therupon  also  took  instruments  ;  all  which  being 
considered  by  the  convention  they  remitted  the  same  to  the  staple  com- 
mitte,  recomending  to  the    said  committe    to   wryt    ane  ansuer  to    her 
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Majesties  gracious  leter  in  relatione  therto  :  and  sicklyke  remitts  to  the  Ediweuhoh. 

said  committe  to  considder  the  leter  from  the  magistrats  of  Camphier  and  '— 

return  ane  answer  therto. 

43.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  burgh  of  Lochmaben  £100   Scots  "for  Lochmaben, 
building  and  repairing  ther  tolbuith ;"  as  also  to   Neugallauay  £40,  to  Stranraer  gtranraerand 
£40,  and  to  Sanquhar  £40, ''  in  consideration  of  the  low  and  decayed  condition  Sanquhar. 
of  the  saids  burghs." 

44.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  certain  salaries  and  gratuities  to  the  clerks,  Sallaries  and 
servants  and  others.  gratuities. 

45.  Remitted  to  the  committee  anent  the  staple  port  and  unfree  trade,  a  John  Alerdioo. 
petition  by  John  Allerdice,  merchant  in  Campheir,  to  be  admitted  a  staple  factor 

there. 

46.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  next  general  convention  to  Actof  adjourn- 
be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1706.  m™*- 

47.  Fined  each  absent  burgh,  except  Cullen  which  was  excused,  in  the  sum  of  Absent  burghs 
1000  merks  Scots.  ^'^^^ 

[The  letter  by  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  to  Lord  Duffus,  provost  of  Elgin, 
intimating  the  14th  act  of  the  preceding  general  convention,  is  here  recorded.] 


Contract  and  Agreement  between  the  Provost,  Bailies,  and  Council  of  Contract  and 
Bamf,  and  the  Trades  thereof,  appointed  to  be  recorded  by  the  t^en°to™^* 
1 7th  act  of  the  preceding  General  Convention.  traT^'of  slmf 

8  October  168o! 

At  Bamf,  the  eight  day  of  October  'f^  v'f  and  eighty  years,  it  is 
appointed,  contracted,  and  finally  agreed  wpon  betuixt  the  parties  follow- 
ing, to  witt,  Walter  Stewart,  present  provost  of  the  burgh  of  Bamf,  John 
and  George  Gordons,  William  Fife  and  Robert  Sanders,  baillies  of  the 
said  burgh,  Alexander  Wallace,  dean  of  gild,  William  Simm,  theasurer, 
Thomas  Ogilvie,  late  provost  of  the  said  burgh,  Peter  Barclay,  Thomas 
Poplay,  William  Cruckshank,  James  Ogilvie,  Peter  Sim,  John  Andrew, 
Robert  Turner,  Alexander  Craig,  John  Denoon,  present  counsellers  of  the 
said  burgh,  for  themselves  and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  remanent  com- 
munitie  of  the  gildrie  of  the  samen  for  the  tyme  and  their  successors,  on 
the  ane  part ;  and  Robert  Turner,  couper,  James,  Walter,  and  William 
Grays,  shomakers,  John,  James,  and  George  Levies,  carpenters,  Thomas 
Wrquhart,  couper,  James  Fife,  taillor,  James  Allan,  wright,  John  Duffus, 
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Edinburgh,     wright,  Alexander  Gordon,  wright,  Robert  Smith,  hammerman,  burgesses, 

13  July  1705.       ,     °      '  „  ,  °      '  .,  .,  1         ci      -ii. 

ther,  Peter  Hay,  hammerman,  burges,  ther,   Alexander  bmith,  couper. 

Contract  and  ''  >  n     '  '  tit-it  tpiv 

agreement  be-  burges,  ther,  Andrew  and  John  Eliesses,  weavers,  ther,  William  Mlies, 
counciw  weaver,  burges,  ther,  John  Fife,  taillor,  burges,  ther,  John  Gordon,  ham- 
80ctober^68o'  ^^rman,  burges,  ther,  John  Murray,  shoemaker,  burges,  ther,  William 
Strachan,  shoemaker,  burges,  ther,  William  Grant,  taillor,  ther,  Walter 
Lourie,  weaver,  ther,  George  Morison,  weaver,  burges,  ther,  Alexander 
Monroe,  glover,  burges,  ther,  George  Joss,  WiUiam,  George,  and  William 
Pett,  shoemakers,  burgesses,  ther,  George  Smith,  couper,  burges,  ther, 
Alexander  Walker,  weaver,  burges,  ther,  for  themselves  and  remanent 
tradsmen  of  the  said  burgh  of  Bamf  for  the  tyme  being  and  their  succes- 
sors, being  alwayes  inhabitants  within  the  said  burgh,  on  the  other  part ; 
that  is  to  say  : — Forsomeikle  as  the  saids  [provost,  bailies,  and  council] 
taking  to  their  serious  consideratione  ane  bill  and  supplicatione  presented 
to  them  be  the  saids  tradsmen  above  writen,  for  themselves  and  in  name 
and  behalf  of  their  forsaids,  humbly  desireing  that  the  saids  magistrats 
and  counsell  would  be  pleased  to  take  nottice  of  the  articles  therewith 
presented  to  them,  and  that  accordingly  they  might  be  alloued  to  them 
and  their  successors  in  all  tyme  therafter,  since  they  were  rather  desireous 
to  obtain  the  saids  articles  amicablie  from  the  saids  magistrats  and 
counsell  themselves  then  utherwayes,  and  how  that  the  greatest  happiness 
and  cheifest  felicity  of  the  body  of  ane  -community  principally  consists  in 
the  unity  and  peace  amongst  the  concitizens  of  the  said  community,  and 
that  ther  can  be  no  such  unitie  nor  perfect  peace  within  the  said  burgh 
of  Bamf  or  community  thetof  whill  the  tradsmen  and  artificers  thereof 
(who  are  upon  many  accounts  most  necessary  members  of  the  said 
community)  are  disunit  and  disjoined  from  the  said  body,  therfor  and  for 
shuning  and  eviting  of  all  contraversies,  debates,  and  actions  of  law  that 
are  already  intended  or  may  be  intended  for  or  pretended  to,  be  the 
severaU  crafts,  tradsmen,  and  artificers  of  the  said  burgh,  anent  any 
priviledges  they  or  either  of  them  for  the  tyme  being  or  their  successors 
supposes  or  may  suppose  themselves  to  have  right  and  clame  to,  and  for 
giving  that  due  encouragement  to  them  as  becometh,  and  in  preferance 
of  peace  and  for  preserving  that  united  concord,  unitie,  and  good  neigh- 
bourhead  amongst  them  that  are  concitizens  as  becomes  them  in  their 
stations  as  loyall  subjects  to  their  Soveraigne  Lord  and  lovers  of  the  peace 
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to  do,  they  for  themselves,  their  present  counsell  and  community  of  the  Edinburgh. 

■^  ■'  13  July  1705. 


gildrie,  and   their   successors,  do  grant  and  allow,  and  be  thir  presents 
grants  and  allowes  to  the  saids  tradsmen,  crafts  and  artificers,  and  their  agreement  be- 
successors,  the  freedome,  priviledges,  and  immunities  underwriten,  peti-  council* aM 
tioned    and    sought   for   in    the    said    supplicatione,    whereof    the    tenor  tJ'^des  of  Banif, 

i-ii  T-'i  •  11-  1    ■  80ctoberl680. 

lollowes  : — Imprimis,  that  six  trades,  every  trade  being  aluise  a  quorum 
of  five  at  the  least,  shall  have  freedome,  pouer,  and  liberty  to  choise  their 
oun  respective  deacons,  and  their  saids  deacons  so  chosen  shall  have  pouer 
to  choise  ane  deacon  conveener  in  presence  of  ane  of  the  saids  magistrats 
for  the  tyme  being  or  their  successors.  Item,  they  allow  the  saids  wholl 
deacons  so  chosen,  with  their  conveener,  to  be  present  and  have  six  votts 
at  the  laying  on  of  all  stents  and  impositions  which  shall  happen  to  be 
imposed  upon  the  said  burgh,  and  that  they  shall  sitt  upon  the  saids  rer- 
accompts  therof.  Item,  they  allow  the  saids  trads  three  votts  of  seven- 
teen as  to  the  electione  of  the  magistrats,  and  if  the  counsell  consist  of 
more  than  the  number  of  seventeen  then  and  in  that  case  the  saids  magis- 
trats and  counsel  alloues  the  trades  the  number  of  four  votts  at  the  elec- 
tione. Item,  they  allou  that  two  of  the  deacons  shall  be  alwayes  upon 
the  counsell,  the  deacon  conveener  being  aluayes  one  of  the  tuo,  and  that 
they  allou  the  saids  trads  the  merchandising  of  all  countrey  commodities 
within  this  kingdome  during  the  continuance  of  the  act  of  parliament, 
and  to  that  effect,  they  being  aluayes  freemen  of  thir  trade  and  burgesses 
of  the  said  burgh,  and  shoemakers,  the  buying  and  bringing  home  of 
lether.  Which  freedome,  priviledges,  and  immunities  above  writen,  as 
the  grant  of  the  said  supplicatione,  and  for  the  reasons  and  causes  forsaids, 
be  thir  presents,  the  saids  Robert  Turner  [and  others  above  named,]  for 
themselves  and  remanent  tradsmen  of  the  said  burgh  and  their  forsaids, 
accept  and  by  thir  presents  accepts  as  their  proper  priviledges,  as  members 
of  the  said  community  in  all  tyme  coming,  and  discharges  all  clames  and 
law  suits  in  the  contrair,  and  also  be  thir  -presents  they  bind  and  oblige 
them  and  their  forsaids  to  give  all  due  reverence  and  obedience  to  their 
magistrats,  present  and  to  come,  as  becomes  peaceable  citizens  to  do,  and 
to  be  lyable  and  subject  in  watching  and  warding  and  other  dueties  of 
that  nature  not  repugnant  to  this  present  contract  and  agreement  as  at 
any  tyme  heretofor,  and  as  is  the  custome  of  other  burghs.  Lykeas  the 
saids  trads  obliges  them  that  upon  advertisement  from  the  magistrats  the 
2  3  b 
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Edinburgh,     deacon  of  each  trade  shall  conveen  their  incorporatione  in  such   armour 

— ^ —  as  they  have  for  defending  the  saids  magistrats  in  their  persons  and 

agreement  be-  priviledges  of  the  place  in  case  they  be  invaded  ;  and  because  that  here- 
councii*and  tofor  the  publict  appearances  and  shews  made  be  the  saids  trades  were 
trades  of  Bamf,  esteemed  irregular  be  the  saids  magistrats,   and  particularly  upon  the 

0  October  looO.  °  -,       „  -,  •  t      i     'n     ,       i      i  ■     i  i 

twenty  eight  day  of  May  List,  therfor  the  saids  haill  trads  binds  and 
obliges  them  and  their  forsaids  in  all  tyme  coming  not  to  convocat 
or  raise  in  armes  at  any  publick  show  when  any  solemnitie  shall 
occurr,  or  otherwise,  without  they  be  ordered  be  the  saids  magistrats  and 
counsell  and  successors  for  that  eflfect,  and  that  under  the  pain  of  every 
one  of  the  saids  tradsmen  that  shall  raise  so  in  armes  or  invitt  or  persuade 
any  other  of  their  fellow  tradsmen  to  any  such  convocatione  shall  not  only 
lose  and  amitt  the  benefitt  of  the  premises  but  also  shall  forfault  their 
burgesship  of  the  said  burgh,  promising  hinc  inde  to  hold  firme  and  stable 
the  premisses  ;  and  that  the  samen  may  stand  for  a  perpetuall  law  within 
the  said  burgh  of  Bamf  in  all  tyme  coming  both  the  saids  parties  are 
content  thir  presents  be  ratified  and  approven  in  the  first  parliament 
that  shall  happen  to  sitt  within  this  kingdome,  and  are  further  content 
and  consents  thir  presents  be  insert  and  registrat  in  the  books  of  counsell 
and  sessione,  toun  court  books  of  Bamf,  or  any  other  judges  books 
competent  within  this  kingdome,  therin  to  remaine  ad  futuram  rei 
memoriam. 

^tteftoThe^^  FOLLOUES  her  Majesties  letter  to  the  Eoyall  Burroues,  appointed  to  be 
royaiibur-  recorded  by  the  4  2d  act  of  the  preceding  General  Convention. 

rowes,  7  April        _  _    _  r  & 

1705.  Sic  superscribitur :  Anne,  R. 

Trusty  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well.  We  wrott  to  yow 
formerly  concerning  some  complaints  that  had  been  made  to  us  by  the 
states  of  Zeland  and  toun  of  Campheer,  and  by  the  envoy  of  the  states 
of  Holland,  of  the  violations  and  infringments  of  the  staple  contract  and 
of  the  great  loss  and  damnage  sustained  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
state  and  toun,  thereby  desireing  you  to  examin  the  report  of  your  com- 
missioners sent  the  year  befor  to  Campheer  for  enquiring  into  that 
affair  and  adjusting  differences,  and  likewise  to  consider  the  representa- 
tione  made  by  the  toun  of  Campheer,  and  by  reason  our  laws,  their 
priviledges,  or  the  treaties  with  the  states  of  Zeland  and  toun  of 
Campheer,  have  been  violated  or  disappoynted,  in  order  to  have  these 
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abuses  rectified  and  redressed  and  the  transgressors  punished  ;  to  which  edinbitegh. 

•       1  ^      .  ^  IP,        13  July  1705. 

letter  we  received  ane  answer  by  your   committee  appoynted  for  that 


.  ..  I'l    Her  Majesties 

purpose  wherin  they  referr  us  to  the  report  of  these  commissioners  which  letter  to  the 
ye  sent  over  and  other  papers  relating  therto ;  and  it  appearing  plainly  to  rows,  7  April 
us  that  the  violations  and  infractions  made  of  the  staple  contract  and  the  ^'^'^^• 
bad  consequences  therof  have  proceeded  from  the  misbehaviour  and  mal- 
versations of  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy  of  Cloburn  and  John  Veir  Kennedy, 
his  son,  we  have  thought  fitt  to  lay  them  aside,  and  have  nominated  and 
appointed  Sir  Alexander  Cuming,  a  person  well  recomended  to  us  as  fitt 
and  qualified  for  that  office,  who  we  hope  will  be  very  acceptable  to  you, 
and  we  further  desire  that  no  disput  that  may  arise  in  relatione  to  the 
commissione  which  we  have  granted  in  favours  of  Sir  Alexander  Cuming 
may  be  any  impediment  or  delay  to  your  giveing  him  all  the  encourage- 
ment possible  upon  your  part,  and  that  you  will  receive  him  with  such 
chearfulnes  as  may  enable  him  to  be  the  more  serviceable  touards  the 
firm  observance  of  the  publick  faith,  the  promoting  of  the  trade  and 
manufactur  of  our  ancient  kingdome,  and  the  preserving  your  rights  and 
priviledges  and  the  laws  relating  therto,  which  we  are  firmly  resolved  to 
maintain  as  wee  are  to  discountenance  all  that  have  been  any  impediment 
or  occasione  of  the  breach  therof ;  and  so  wee  bid  you  heartily  fare  well. 
Given  at  our  court  at  St  James's,  the  7th  day  of  Apryll  1705,  and  of 
our  reign  the  fourth  year.  By  her  Maiesties  command.  Sic  subscribitur  : 
Al.  Wedderburn. 

Meetings  of  Committee  anent  Unfree  Trade,  held  at 

Edinburgh. 

2  August  1705. 

Edinburgh,  Sir  Eobert  Blackwood  :  Perth,  Alexander  Robertson  :  Dundie,  Edinbueqh. 
Alexander  Blair ;  Hadingtoim,  Alexander  Edgar  ;   Kirkaldie,  James   Osuald ;       "^^     '    ' 
Montrose,  Jamea  Scott ;  Dumbarton,  Sir  James  Smolet.     (Fifteen  burghs  blank)  °°  ®'^""*' 

1.  The  loi-d  provost  of  Edinburgh  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2,  3.  The  committee  accepted  the  oiFers  of  the  towns  of  Leaven  and  Dunce  Leaven.Dunce. 
whereby  each  of  them  agreed  to  relieve  the  royal  burghs  of  eight  pence  of  the 

tax  roll,  for  the  communication  of  trade,  for  each  year  from  July  1697  to  July 
1706;  and  authorised  the  agent  to  uplift  and  discharge  their  proportions  of  the 
cess  and  missive  dues  imposed  on  the  royal  burghs  for  that  period. 
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Edinburgh. 
6  September 
1705. 

Sederunt. 


Preses. 
Aberdeen, 


Couper  in 
Angus. 


Dalkeith. 


Stonhive. 


Dinnikier, 
Linkstoun, 
and  Auchter- 
nauchtie. 


6  September  1705. 

Edinburgh,  Sir  Eobert  Blackwood  ;  Pei-tli,  Alexander  Robertson  ;  Ah-,  John 
Moor ;  Kirkaldie,  James  Osuald  ;  Dumbarton,  Sir  James  SmoUet ;  Bamf,  Sir 
Alexander  Ogilvie.      (Sixteen  burghs  blank.') 

1 .  The  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  elected  preses. 

2.  Having  considered  a  letter  from  Bailie  Cattinoch,  Aberdeen,  "acknow- 
ledging that  severall  of  ther  burgers  were  taxt  by  them  for  their  trade  in  the  old 
toun  of  Aberdeen,"  the  committee  appointed  the  agent  "  to  proceed  against  the 
said  old  toun  for  their  unfree  trade,  inregard  ther  is  no  reason  for  the  old  to  una 
being  stented  by  the  new  toun." 

3.  There  having  been  offered  by  Couper  in  Angus  "  ten  guinnies  for  their 
wnfree  trade  for  all  years  bygone  preceeding  Jully  last,  and  to  releive  the  royall 
burrowes  according  to  the  proportion  of  tuelve  pennies  Scots  of  the  taxt  roll  for 
the  communicatione  of  trade  to  the  said  toun  from  the  said  first  of  Jully  last  to 
the  first  of  Jully  next,"  the  committee  authorised  the  agent  to  agree  with  the 
town  at  the  rate  of  Is.  of  the  tax  roll  for  each  year  from  July  1697  to  July 
last,  and  Is.  8d.  Scots  from  1st  July  last  to  1st  July  next,  and  to  proceed 
against  them  if  they  refuse  to  comply. 

4.  Appointed  the  agent  to  proceed  against  the  town  of  Dalkeith  for  their 
unfree  trade  untill  they  agree  with  the  committee  at  the  rate  of  5s.  6d.  of  the 
tax  roll  yearly. 

5.  Ordained  the  agent  to  grant  assignation  to  the  town  of  Stonhive  against 
unfree  traders  in  the  shire  of  Kincardine  for  relief  to  that  town  of  their  propor- 
tion of  the  tax  roll. 

6-8.  Agreed  for  the  communication  of  trade  to  the  town  of  Dinnikier  on 
relieving  the  burghs  of  one  penny  yearly  in  the  tax  roll ;  to  the  town  of  Link- 
stoun and  landward  parishes  of  Abbotshall  and  Kinghorn,  on  relieving  the 
burglis  of  sixpence  yearly  in  the  tax  roll ;  and  to  the  town  of  Auchtermughty 
and  adjacent  parishes  of  Colless,  Obti,  and  Monymaill  on  relieving  the  burghs  of 
sixpence  in  the  tax  roll. 


10  September  1705. 

Blli.  9.  Agreed  with  the  town  of  EUi  for  the  communication  of  trade  on  relieving 

the  burghs  at  the  rate  of  Is.  6d.  Scots  yearly  in  the  tax  roll. 


6  December  1705. 

Sederunt.  Edinburgh,   Sir    Samuell    M'Lellan ;    Stirling,   John   Erskin ;    Hadingtoun, 

David   Forrest ;  Kirkaldie,   James  Osuald ;  Montross,   William  Coutts ;   Bamf, 
Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie.     (Sixteen  burghs  blank). 
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1 .  Sir  Patrick  Johnston,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Edinburgh. 

2.  Appointed  the  agent  to  proceed  against  the  inhabitants  of  "  the  burghs  of  6  Deoembor 
Leven,   Couper   of  Angus,    Dunce,   Auchtermuchtie,   and   Elli,  with   whom  the 


oommittie  had  formerly  made  ane  agreement  for  the  communication  of  trade,"  ^"^''^■ 
unless  they  pay  annualrent  from  the  respective  terms  of  payment  and  their  pro-  missive  d™3. 
portion  of  the  missive  dues. 

3.   Appointed  the  name  of  "William  Johnston,  indweller  in  Niddrie,  to  be  William  John- 
delete  from  amongat  the  unfree  traders,  and  the  agent  to  desist  further  executione  °'°°" 
against  him. 

11  December  1705. 

4-17.  Agreed  with  the  towns  aftermentioned  for  the  communication  of  trade  Agreements 
to  them  on  their  relieving  the  royal  burghs  of  the  following  sums  in  the  tax  roll,  ?"*''  several 
viz.,  (4)  Doun,  two  pence  yearly  from  July  1697  to  July  1705,  and  sixpence 
from  July  1705  to  July  1706  ;  (5)  Frazersburgh,  Is.  8d.  yearly  from  July  1697 
to  July  1705,  and  28.  from  July  1705  to  July  1706;  (6)  Kilmarnock,  Is. 
yearly  from  July  1697  to  July  1705,  and  Is.  8d.  from  July  1705  to  July  1706  ; 
(9)  Coldstream,  3d.  yearly  from  July  1697  to  July  1706;  (10)  Falkirk  (not- 
withstanding the  act  of  12  June  last),  Is.  yearly  from  July  1697  to  July  1706 ; 
(11)  Kelsoe,  2s.  yearly  from  July  1697  to  July  1706  ;  (15)  Dalkeith,  2s.  yearly 
from  July  1697  to  July  1706;  (16)  Old  Meldrum,  9d.  yearly,  discharging 
bygones,  "the  said  toun  having  had  no  forraigne  trade  since  1697  ;"  and  (17) 
BoiTowstounnass,  £100  sterling  for  their  unfree  trade  from  July  1697  to  July 
1706,  and  relieving  the  burghs  of  6s.  Scots  in  tax  roll  yearly  from  July  1705  to 
July  1706. 

7.  Agreed  to  relieve  the  burgh  of  Fortrose  of  all  cess  and  missive  dues  from  Fortrose. 
July  1705  to  July  1706,  effeiring  to  the  augmentation  upon  them  of  Is.  Scots 

in  the  tax  roll. 

8.  Ordained   the   agent    to   write  to  Lord   Saltoun,   informing   him  of  the  Fraserburgh. 
agreement  with  Fraserburgh,  "and  that  now  the  said  toun  is  wnder  the  protec- 
tion of  the  royall  burrows  and  so  not  to  be  disturbed  in  the  enjoyment  of  their 

trade  in  tyme  coming." 

12.  Granted  warrant  to  the  agent  to  assign  the  sums  receivable  under  the  P"*"?"  ^''^^''" 
agreements  with  Doun  and  Fraserburgh  to  any  person  who  shall  make  punctual 
payment  to  him. 

13.  Sir  Patrick  Johnston,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  reported  to  the  Report  anent 
committy  that  the  Earle  of  Glasgow,  lord  thesaurer  depot,  and  the  lords  frigots  and 
of  the  theasury,  expected  the  royall  burrows,  conforme  to  ane  minut  the 

last  session  of  parliament,  dated  the  eight  of  September  last,  should  out- 
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Edinbuhoh.  rig  the  frigots  and  tuo  birlines  with  all  conveniencie,  wpon  their  lordships 
1705.^°  assigning  to  them  so  much  of  the  moneths  cess  laid  on  for  that  end  as 

Report  anent  should  be  depursed  by  them  in  that  affair,  which  being  considered  by  the 
frigofsand'^  commite  they  were  of  opinion  that  their  commission  being  restricted  to 
birlines.  the  affaires  of  the  staple  port  and  wnfree  trade  could  not  dip  into  the 

said  matter,  but  withall  recomended  to  the  said  lord  provost.  Sir  Alex- 
ander Ogilvie,  and  Sir  Samuel  M'Clellan,  dean  of  gild,  to  acquaint  the 
lords  of  the  theasury  therof,  and  Sir  Robert  Forbes  to  consider  the  act  of 
parliament. 

21  December  1705. 

Commission,  14.   Robert  Stewart,  one  of  the  bailies  of  Aberdeen,  produced  a  commission 

Aberden.  empowering  him  to  represent  that  burgh,  which  was  approved  of. 

Report,  outrig-  18.  The  lord  provost  having  againe  reported  to  the  committe  that 
etc.  ^  '  the  earle  of  Glasgow,  lord  thesaurer  deput,  enquired  of  him  what 
ansuer  they  would  give  to  the  lords  of  theasury  in  relatione  to  the 
burrows  outriging  the  friggots  and  berlines,  to  which  it  wes  ansuered  that 
the  said  affair  exceeded  their  commissione,  neither  did  they  look  vrpon 
the  burrows  as  bound  by  the  act  of  parliament  to  make  the  advance  of 
what  money  should  be  necessar  for  the  said  outrig,  but  with  all  they 
recomended  to  the  said  lord  provost.  Sir  Samuell  M'Clellan,  and  Sir 
Alexander  Ogilvie,  to  meet  with  Captain  Gordon  and  those  concerned 
with  the  birlines  and  the  commissaries  of  the  armie  to  trye  what  might 
be  done  effectually  in  the  said  matter,  and  to  report  to  the  lords  of  the 
treasury  what  should  be  the  result  of  the  said  meeting. 

7  February  1706. 

Sederunt.  (Twenty-two  burghs,  blank.) 

pj.gggg  1.  Sir  Patrick  Johnston,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

Her  Majesties  2.   The  Same  day,  wes  presented  to  the  committe  ane  extract  of  a  letter 

letter  for  out-  from  her  Majestie  to  the  lords  of  her  thesaurie  anent  the  outrigging  the 
Royaii  ship,  the  Royall  William,  wherof  the  tenor  folloues  : —  Ut  suprascrihitur  : 

William.         _Ajjne,  R.     Right  trustie,  [etc.,]  wee  greet  yow  well.      Wheras  our  parlia- 
ment, last  session,  gave  a  fund  for  outrigging  our  ship  the  Royall  William, 
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and  ordered  that  the  royall  burrowes  should  outrigg  the  friggots  with  all  edinburoh. 
conveniencie,  and  recomended  to  the  lords  of  our  theasury  to  assigne  so  l-fof'^^^'^^ 
much  to  them  of  the  said  fund  as  shall  be  debursed  by  them  for  that  end,  Her  Majesties 
notwithstanding  of  which  order  of  parliament,  wee  are  informed  that  the  '?'*''.^  ^°\  °^'" 

.  nggmg  the 

royall  burrowes  do  decline  to  advance  what  money  is  necessary  for  the  Koyaii 
said  purpose,  and  we  taking  into  our  royall  consideratione  how  necesar  it 
is  for  securing  of  trade  that  the  said  ship  be  speedily  outrigged  and  sent 
to  sea,  and  that  seeing  the  royall  burrowes,  as  being  the  chief  traders, 
will  reap  the  greatest  benefite  therby,  we  think  it  most  just  and  reason- 
able that  they  should  advance  what  money  is  necessary  for  that  effect 
in  pursueance  of  the  order  of  parliament,  therfor  it  is  our  will  and  plea- 
sure, and  we  hereby  authorize  and  require  yow,  to  call  the  royall  burrows 
and  signifie  this  our  pleasure  to  them,  and  that  we  expect  their  ready  com- 
plyance  therwith,  and  on  their  so  doing  yow  are  to  assigne  them  to  so 
much  of  the  moneths  supply  granted  be  the  parliament  for  the  said  use 
as  shall  be  debursed  by  them  for  that  end,  but  if  they  refuise  yow  are  to 
acquaint  us  therwith  that  we  may  give  such  farder  orders  as  are  necessary 
theranent ;  for  doing  of  which  this  shall  be  your  warraud,  and  so  we  bid 
yow  heartily  farewell.  Given  at  our  court  at  St  Jameses,  the  thirty  one 
day  of  January  170^,  and  of  our  reign  the  fourth  year.  By  her  Majesties 
command.  Sic  suhscribitur  :  Mae.  Which  being  considered  by  the  com- 
mitte,  they  were  unanimously  of  opinione  the  calling  of  a  generall  conven- 
tione  wes  not  absolutly  necessar,  and  that  it  would  be  acceptable  service  to 
the  royall  burrowes  to  save  them  the  trouble  and  expence  of  meeting  on 
that  occasione,  but  in  obedience  to  her  Majesties  commands,  and  also  con- 
sidering that  it  wes  the  interest  of  the  natione,  and  the  royall  burrows 
in  particular,  the  trade  of  the  natione  should  be  secured,  they  were  also 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  a  consideration  or  premium  should  be 
given  by  the  royall  burrows  to  those  who  would  advance  the  summs 
necessar  upon  the  said  account,  for  the  which  premium  the  royall  burrows 
should  be  bound,  and  for  their  reimbursement  they  are  to  be  assigned  by 
the  lords  of  theasury  to  so  much  of  the  moneths  cess  laid  on  for  that  effect 
as  shall  be  advanced  by  them  ;  and  apoynts  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh, 
Stirling,  Kirkcaldie,  Montross,  Dumbarton  and  Bamf,  as  a  sub-committe, 
to  call  Captain  Gordon  and  make  a  computation  what  money  may  be 
necessar  to  be  advanced  upon  the  said  account  and  to  comone  with  the 
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Edinburgh,     comissars  of  the  army  or  any  other  persons  who  will  be  willing  to  advance 
1706.™*"^^      the  saids  summs  anent  the  consideratione  they  expect  from  the  royall 
burrows  for  ther  said  advance  and  report  to  the  committe. 

9  February  1706. 

Act  for  ad-  3.  The  committe  having  heard  and  considered  the  report  made  to  them 

vanomg  money  jjy  g^j.  gamuell  M'Clellan,  ane  of  the  commissars  of  the  army,  anent  the 

anent  outngg       •'  .  '  .   .  .       . 

of  the  Royall  advancing  of  what  money  shall  be  requisit  for  outrigging  the  Royall 
William  and  keeping  her  at  cruising  for  some  tyme,  as  alse  having  called 
Captain  Gordon,  commander  of  the  said  ship,  anent  the  said  affair,  the 
committe  finds  that  ther  must  be  presently  advanced  the  summ  of  two 
thousand  pounds  sterling  for  outrigging  of  the  said  ship  and  victualling 
therof  and  keeping  of  her  at  cruising  untill  Whitsonday  nixt,  and  that 
ther  must  be  tlie  sum  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  money  forsaid 
advanced  at  Whitsonday  for  supplying  the  said  ship  untill  Lambes,  and 
seeing  the  saids  commissars  are  willing  to  advance  the  said  money,  as  also 
to  give  ther  credit  for  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  pounds  money  forsaid  or 
therby,  which  is  to  be  trusted  till  Mertimass,  and  that  upon  the  lords  of 
the  theasury  ther  granting  assignatione  to  the  commissars  of  so  much  of 
the  monthes  cess  laid  on  by  the  late  act  of  parliament  payable  at  Mer- 
timass next  as  will  reimburse  the  comissars  of  the  aforsaid  summs,  but 
in  the  mean  tyme  in  respect  the  comissars  must  borrow  money  and  lye 
out  of  the  samen  untill  the  fund  of  cess  be  brought  in,  and  that  therfor  it 
is  just  and  reasonable  ther  should  be  aliened  to  the  comissars  a  suitable 
reward  for  such  a  seasonable  advance,  and  the  committe  thinking  it  their 
duty  to  give  obedience  to  her  Majesty's  letter  produced  to  them  for  giving 
their  assistance  to  the  outrigging  of  the  said  Royall  William,  as  also  con- 
sidering it  the  great  interest  of  the  haill  royall  burrows  and  particularly 
of  the  northern  burrows  to  have  ther  coasts  protected  and  their  trade 
defended  from  priviteers,  therfor  they  do  unanimously  agree  and  engage 
themselves  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  royall  burrows  to  pay  to  the 
saids  comisars  the  summ  of  ten  pounds  sterling  for  each  hundred  pounds 
sterling  they  shall  advance  in  manner  above  writen  in  name  of  reward  and 
premium  for  the  said  advance,  and  that  betwixt  the  date  hereof  and  the 
term  of  Mertimas  next  to  come. 
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20  February  1706.  Edikbuhgh. 

20  February 


(Twenty-two  burghs  blank)  ^™^ 


1.  Sir  Patrick  Johnston,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  p 

2.  Referring  to  the   act  of    9th  instant,   the  committee,  "  in  order  to  the  Reoomenda- 
finishing  of  the  said  affair  do  recomend  to  the  saids  lords  of  thesury  to  assigne  ti°°  favor  of 
the  saids  comissars  in  and  to  as  much  of  the  said  moneths  cess  as  shall  be  ad-  army. 
vanced  by  thera  in  the  terms  of  the  said  act,  notwithstanding  that  the  minuts  of 
parliament  bear  that  ther  lordships  should  grant  the  said  assigaatione  in  favours 

of  the  royall  burrows." 

3.  Accepted  the  oifer  of  Prestonpanns  of  £100  sterling  for  ther  unfree  trade  Prestonpanns. 
from  July  1697  to  July  last  and  to  relieve  the  burghs  of  5s.  Scots  of  the  tax  roll 

from  Jufy  1705  to  July  1706. 

4.  Accepted  the  offer  of  Ferry  Partoncraigs  to  relieve  the  burghs  of  3d.  Scots  Ferry  Parton- 
of  the  tax  roll  yearly  for  the  communication  of  trade  to  that  town  from  July  1 6  97 

to  July  1705  and  of  id.  Scots  of  the  tax  roll  from  July  1705  to  July  1706. 

5.  Referring  to  the  27th  act  of  the  general  convention  in  July  1704  and  to  the  ^^"'®''* 
remit  by  last  general  convention  to  the  staple  committee  to  consider  what  gratuity 
should  be  allowed  to  Gilbert  Steuart  for  his  pains  in  pursuing  the  transgressors  of 

the  staple  port,  they  authorised  the  agent  to  pay  him  £26  sterling  "  in  satisfac- 
tione  of  all  that  he  can  ask  or  crave  of  the  royall  burrows  for  annualrent,  his 
pains  and  trouble,  or  otherwise  in  the  said  affair." 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  George  Warrender  and  Henry  Hamilton ;  Perth,  Alexander  Edinburgh. 
Robertson  ;  Aberdeen,  Robert  Steuart ;  Stirling,  Colonel  John  Arskin  ;  Lin-  „  ,^  ^ 
lithgow,  Adam  Bunkley  ;  Glasgow,  John  Aird  ;  Air,  John  Moor  ;  Haddington, 
Richard  Miller;  Dysert,  John  Black;  Kirkcaldie,  Henry  Miller;  Montrose, 
Charles  Ogilvie ;  Anstruther  Easter,  James  Graham  ;  Dumfries,  William  Cop- 
land ;  Inverness,  Alexander  Duff;  Burntisland,  Alexander  Andersone  ;  Inner- 
keithing,  James  Dudgeon  ;  Kinghorn,  Robert  Bruce  ;  Brichen,  James  Spence  ; 
Irving,  George  Monroe  ;  Jedburgh,  Walter  Scott ;  Kirkcudbright,  Hugh  Euller- 
ton  ;  Pittenueem,  Mr  Robert  Cook ;  Dumfermling,  John  Veitch  ;  Anstruther 
Wester,  Henry  Battle  ;  Selkirk,  Robert  Scott ;  Dumbarton,  Sir  James  SmoUet ; 
Renfrew,  Mr  John  Cochran  ;  Dunbar,  Robert  Kellie  ;  Lanark,  William  Inglis ; 
Aberbrothuick,  John  Hutchesone  ;  Elgin,  Robert  Innes ;  Peebles,  John  Tueedy; 
Craill,  John  Bethun  ;  Culross,  John  Adam  ;  Bamf,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie;  For- 
far, Charles  Dickson  ;  Forras,  Alexander  Brody  ;  Ruthglen,  John  Scott ;  Cullen, 
Colonel  Patrick  Ogilvie  ;  Lauder,  Sir  David  Cuningham  ;  Kilrenny,  James  Pea- 
2  3c 
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Edinbuhgh. 
2  July  1706. 

Sederunt. 


cock  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnston  ;  Lochmaben,  Robert  Robson  ;  Neugallouay, 
William  M'Courtie  ;  Queensferry,  John  Hill ;  Fortrose,  Mr  Ehodrick  M'Kenzie; 
Kintoir,  Robert  Bruce ;  Inverui-ie,  John  Ferguson ;  Week,  James  Murray ; 
Campletoun,  Donald  Clark.      (Sixteen  burghs  blank.) 


Prases. 
Revising  com- 


2  July  1706. 

1.  Sir  Samuell  M'Clellan,  dean  of  guild  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions. 


Commissions 
approven. 


3  July  1706. 

3.  Having  received  report  of  the  committee,  the  convention  approved  of  the 
■whole  commissions  except  those  of  New  Galloway  and  Campbletoun,  both  of 
which  want  the  town's  seal,  "  but  dispences  with  the  defects  therof  for  this 
time." 

Members  4.    Oath  of  allegiance  taken  and  assurance  subscribed. 

Address  to  her         ^-  Appointed  a  committee  to  "  prepare  the  draught  of  ane  address  to  be  pre- 

Majestie.  sented  to  her  Majestic  and  report." 

Comitie.  6.  Appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  heads  of  the  missive  and  what- 

ever else  shall  be  remitted  to  them. 


4  July  1706. 

Draught  of  ane  7.  The  Convention  having  heard  and  considered  the  draught  of  ane 
proven  ^^'  address  to  be  presented  to  her  Majestie  brought  in  by  the  commite 
appoynted  for  that  effect,  they  unanimously  approved  thereof  and  ordained 
the  same  to  be  recorded,  wherof  the  tennor  follows  : — May  it  please  your 
Majestie.  We  your  Majesties  most  dutyfull  and  loyall  subjects,  the 
representatives  of  your  Majesties  royall  burroues  of  this  your  ancient 
kingdome  of  Scotland,  in  conventione  assembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to 
congratulat  your  sacred  Majestie  upon  the  great  and  glorious  successes 
obtained  by  your  conquering  armes  in  the  Netherlands  under  the  wise 
conduct  of  your  valiant  and  victorious  generall  the  duke  of  Marle- 
burrough,  and  upon  these  other  great  advantages  gained  in  Spain  by  the 
earles  of  Peterburrow  and  Gallouay,  at  the  same  time  we  do  in  all  duty 
acknowledge  the  great  and  signall  blessings  we  enjoy  under  your 
Majesties  most  happy  and  glorious  reign   by  reaping  the  advantages   of  a 
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tranquil  peace   whill  many  other  nations   suffer   under  the   sadd   conse-  Edinburgh. 

quences  of  a  dreadfull  warr.    To  curb  the  insolence  and  reduce  the  exorbi-    -^ ^ 

tant  pouer  of  ane  faithless  monarch  and  rescue  the  sinking  empire  from  addiSs  ap-*''^" 
imminent  danger,  and  when  upon  the  brink  of  ruine  and  coufusione  to  P™^®"- 
recover  kingdomes  from  ane  usurper  and  restore  the  same  to  their  lawful! 
prince  ;  to  defeat,  and  that  with  feuer  numbers,  armies  (impiously  boasted 
to  be  invincible)  are  actions  which  future  ages  will  admire  and  non  befor 
your  sacred  Majestic  could  pretend  to.  Allow  us,  great  Sovereigne,  with 
the  rest  of  Christendome  to  rejoyce  and  stand  astonished  at  these  great 
conquests  which  attend  your  Majesties  victorious  forces  and  which 
Heaven  is  pleased  to  bestow  as  a  return  of  your  Majesties  examplar  piety 
and  goodness,  wherby  we  have  all  ground  to  hope  that  the  usurping 
French  monarch  shall  be  rendered  wncapable  any  more  to  disturb  the 
quiet  of  Europe  or  persecut  the  protestant  interest  therin  and  unavoidably 
to  acknouledge  his  error  in  not  ouning  your  Majesties  just  right  to  the 
crown  of  Brittaine.  Goe  on,  unparalelled  Princess,  and  we  shall  still 
wish  and  pray  that  your  Majestic  may  live  long  and  reign  gloriously, 
triumphing  victoriously  over  all  your  enemies,  and  reigning  in  the  hearts 
and  affections  of  your  people,  that  your  Majestic  may  still  hold  the 
ballance  of  Europ,  that  victory  and  conquest  may  still  attend  your  forces 
by  sea  and  land,  that  the  protestant  interest  at  home  and  abroad  may 
flourish  and  be  furder  confirmed  by  the  wisdome  of  your  royall  counsells 
and  the  admirable  success  of  your  conquering  armes,  and  that  your 
Majestic  may  be  the  glorious  instrument  of  uniting  your  tuo  kingdomes 
of  Scotland  and  England  in  a  more  strict  and  firm  union,  to  the  advan- 
tage of  both  nations  in  their  religious  and  civil  concerns,  as  we  firmly 
believe  to  be  the  duty  of,  may  it  please  your  Majestic,  your  Majesties 
most  loyall  and  most  obedient  subjects  and  servants.  Signed  by  the  wholl 
members  of  the  conventione. 

8.   The   convention   recomended   to  Sir  Samuel  M'Clellan,  dean   of  As  to  present- 

M1C-T-1T111'  ••  CI  •  -i  •     ^^S  ^^  addr«s3. 

gild  01  Jbidinburgh,  their  preses,  to  writ  m  name  oi  the  conventione  to  his 
grace  the  duke  of  Queensberry,  lord  commissioner  to  the  ensueing  sessione 
of  parliament,  my  lord  chancellor,  tuo  secretaries  of  state,  and  to  my  lord 
provost  of  Edinburgh,  to  whom  they  desire  him  to  recomend  the  present- 
ing of  their  said  address  in  name  of  the  royall  burrows,  and  to  send 
doubles  of  their  said  address  inclosed  ;   as  also  to  writ  to  my  lord  presi- 
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Edinburgh. 
i  July  1706. 


Heads  of  mis  ■ 
sive  continued, 
charter  to  EUi. 


Steuart's  cau- 
tioners. 

Eoyall 
William. 

Air.      Vide  the 
40  act. 

Jedburgh. 


Kirkcud- 
bright. 


dent  of  the  sessione  and  such  other  of  the  members  of  the  royall  burrows 
as  are  at  London  to  be  present  at  presenting  the  same. 

9.  On  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  consideration  of  the  missive  was 
remitted,  the  convention  continued  several  articles  to  be  heads  of  next  general 
missive.  With  reference  to  the  stopping  of  gifts  and  monopolies  the  agent 
reported  that  "  Lord  Anstruther  had  presented  in  parliament  a  chartor  wnder 
the  great  seall,  granting  to  the  burgh  of  Elli  all  the  immunities  and  priviledgea 
belonging  to  a  burgh  royall,  desiring  the  same  might  be  ratified  in  parliament 
which  was  done  accordingly,  wherupon  Sir  Robert  Forbes,  their  said  agent,  at 
the  desire  of  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  protested  in  name  and  behalf  of  the 
royall  burrowes  that  the  same  might  be  but  prejudice  of  the  priviledges  and 
immunities  granted  to  burghs  royall." 

10.  Discharged  the  cautioners  of  Eobert  Stuart,  late  factor  at  Campvere,  of 
their  cautionary  obligations. 

11.  Approved  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  in  regard  to  the  outrigging 
of  the  Royall  William. 

12.  Appointed  the  agent  to  concur  with  the  magistrates  of  Ayr  in  defending 
their  process,  "  it  being  a  generall  concern  of  all  the  royall  burrows. 

13.  Having  considered  a  petition  from  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh,  "representing 
the  miserable  condition  of  the  said  burgh  and  the  great  divisions  and  animosities 
amongst  their  inhabitants,"  the  convention  appointed  a  committee  to  meet  at  Jed- 
burgh to  endeavour  to  compose  the  differences  and  to  inquire  into  the  condition 
of  the  burgh  and  report. 

14.  Having  considered  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Kirkcudbright,  "represent- 
ing the  great  divisions  and  animosities  amongst  their  inhabitants,"  the  conven- 
tion appointed  a  committee  to  meet  there  and  endeavour  to  compose  the  differ- 
ences and  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  burgh  and  report. 


Differences 
botuixt  Forras 
and  Durn. 


Clark  and 
Fraser's  cases. 


5  July  1706. 

15.  Having  considered  a  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Forras,  "showing  that 
wher  Sir  William  Dunbar  of  Durn  and  James  Dunbar,  younger  therof,  had 
intented  tuo  actions  befor  the  lords  of  coiinsell  and  sessione  against  them,  the 
one  for  a  pretended  wrongous  imprisonment,  the  other  a  declarator  for  declaring 
some  temple  lands  within  the  burgh,  holding  of  the  Earle  of  Haddingtoun, 
wherof  they  are  proprietars,  not  to  be  subject  to  the  touns  jurisdictione,  which 
wes  a  thing  of  great  importance  to  the  wholl  burrowes,"  the  convention  appointed 
a  committee  to  endeavour  to  compose  the  differences. 

16.  Remitted  to  next  general   convention  petition  by  Alexander  Clark  and 
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John  Fraser,  merchants  in  Inverness,  aa  to  damages   sustained   by  them    through  Edinburgh. 
wrongous  imprisonment  in  Campvere  some  years  ago.  5  July  liQb. 

1 7.  "  Anent  the  petition  given  in  by  the  toun  of  Brichen,  sheuing  the  mein  Brichen,  Earl 
and  low  circumstances  of  the  said  burgh  wpon  many  accounts  and  particularly  °     anmuir. 
because  the  Earle  of  Panmuir,  who  hath  the  nomination  of  ane  of  the  baillies  of 

the  said  burgh,  doth  endeavour  to  oblige  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh  to 
ansuer  befor  his  deput  as  justiciar  and  constable  therof  and  to  apply  his  fines  for 
his  oun  wse,  albeit  by  ane  contract,  in  the  year  j™  vj°  and  thirty  six,  betnixt  the 
earles  predicessors  and  the  toun,  all  differences  were  removed  and  his  lordship 
alloued  the  nominatione  of  one  of  the  baillies  who  wes  to  act  as  justiciar  ther, 
and  ever  since  that  time  the  fynes  and  emoluments  were  applied  for  the  behove 
of  the  toun,"  the  convention  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  on  the  Earl  of  Pan- 
muir to  endeavour  to  compose  the  difference,  and  in  the  event  of  failure  autho- 
rised the  committee  to  be  named  for  the  staple  and  unfree  trade  to  determine 
what  should  be  done. 

18.  Appointed  the  burghs  of  Elgin,  Nairn,  and  Fortrose  to  visib  the  burgh  Inverness. 
of  Invernes   and  endeavour  to  settle  as  to   encroachments  by  adjacent   heiitors 
whereby  the  inhabitants  are   "  interrupted  in  the  commonty  and  carying  home 

peets  and  feuell  conforme  to  use  and  wont  and  their  original  rights." 

19.  Anent  the  petition  given  in  be  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy,  conserva-  Conservator, 
tor,  sheuing  that  wher  he  hes  been  detained  in  this  kingdome  by  defend- 
ing himself  in  the  just  possessione  of  his  office  against  Sir  Alexander 
Gumming  of  Coulter  which  hath  cost  him  great  expense,  and  having  now 
prevailled  is  resolved  to  go  to  Campvere  ;  and  seeing  the  toun  of  Camp- 
vere hath  failled  in  not  sending  convoyes  for  the  benefit  of  trade  in  this 
natione   craving  therfor  the   convention  would  lay  their  commands  wpon 

him  in  relation  to  the  staple  and  royall  burrowes,  and  that  they  would  be 
pleased  to  writ  to  the  toun  of  Campvere  desiring  that  convoyes  may  be 
sent  at  such  seasonable  times  as  the  petitioner  should  demand,  [the  con- 
vention appointed  a  committee]  to  consider  the  poynts  of  the  said  peti- 
tion and  particularly  to  wryt  to  the  magistrats  of  Campvere  desiring  them 
to  send  convoyes  for  the  benefit  of  the  trade  of  the  natione  in  the  termes 
of  the  staple  contract. 

20.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Queensferry  and  report  as  Queensforry. 
to  its  condition,  "  particularly  the  herbour  and  difference  of  impositiones." 
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Dumfreis.  21.  Appointed  a  committee  "to  repair  to  Dumfreis  in  order  to  compose  the 

differences  betuixt  the  said  burgh  and  the  heretors  of  the  countrey  paroch  therof 

anent  the  division  of  the  kirk." 

Impositione  on         22.  Recommended  those  commissioners  who  are  members  of  parliament  "  to 

ail  and  bear,     assist  the  burghs  of  Dundie,  Dysert,  Kirkaldie,   or  such   other   burghs   as   shall 

make  applicatione  to  the  parliament  for  procuring  ane  impositione  of  tuo  pennies 

wpon  the  pint  of  ail  and  bear." 

Week.  23.   Appointed  the  commissioner  from  Week  to  give  in  to  the  agent  a  list  of 

the  unfree  traders  in  Thurso. 
Eatifioation  of  24.   Ratified  and  approved  "  ane  dispositione  and  chartor  of  ane  useless  piece 

a  charter  by  ^f  ground  neer  to  the  burgh  of  Elgin  called  the  Cattaills,  disponed  by  the  magis- 
trats  and  toun  counsell  of  Elgin  to  William  Paull  and  David  Brymmer,  burgesses 
ther,  to  be  holden  few  of  the  said  burgh,"  dated  13th  July  1  703  ;  and  authorised 
the  burgh  to  expose  to  roup  a  rood  and  a  half  of  land  and  apply  the  price  for 
payment  of  the  town's  debts. 
Kirkwall,  25,  26.   Remitted  petitions   by  the  burghs  of  Kirkwall   and  Queensferry  to 

Queensferry.     ^.jjg  committee  for  unfree  trade  which  is  to  meet  after  the  dissolving  of  this  con- 
vention. 

Petitions  to  be  27.  Anent  the  petitions  given  in  be  the  burghs  follouing,  viz.  : — 
Air,  Kirkcaldie,  Ruthglen,  Jedburgh,  Dumfermling,  Dysert,  Forres,  Inner- 
keithing,  Kinghorn,  Lanerk,  Selkirk,  Enster  Wester,  Kirkudbright  and 
Peebles,  the  convention  finds  that  at  present  trade  is  in  a  great  decay  and 
the  condition  of  the  royall  burrows  very  low,  and  the  granting  of  a  gratuity 
to  one  burgh  is  the  burdening  of  the  rest,  and  that  now  the  conventioue 
hes  not  tyme  seriously  to  consider  the  saids  petitions,  therfor  the  conven- 
tioue do  recomend  to  the  committy  anent  unfree  trade  and  the  staple 
port  to  sit  after  disolving  of  this  present  convention  to  take  the  saids 
petitions  to  their  consideratione  and  prepare  ane  expedient  for  ease  and 
relief  of  the  saids  burrows  against  the  next  generall  conventione. 
Meetings  as  to  28.  The  conventione,  considering  that  the  burghs  of  barrony  and 
Unfon^"*^  *^®  regality  and  other  unfree  traders  within  the  natione  have  the  benefit  of 
trade  (which  only  belongs  to  the  royall  burrows)  without  bearing  any 
adequat  burden  of  their  taxt  roll,  therfor  the  conventione  recomends  to^tbe 
respective  royall  burrows  of  the  kingdome  to  consider  and  advise  against 
the  sitting  of  the  parliament  whether  or  not  it  will  be  conducive  to  the 
interest  of  the  burrows  to  address  the  parliament  to  stent  the  burrowes 
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complexly  with  the  land  rent  of  the  rest  of  the  kingdome,  conforme  to  Edinburgh. 
their  valuations  to  be  made,  and  that  the  haill  kingdome  have  the  bene 


fite  and  priviledge  of  trade,  with  power  to  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  trfde'aad  the" 
not  only  to  call  a  generall  conventione  of  the  royall  burrowes  pro  ea  re  ^'^'°"- 
nata  when  he  thinks  fitt,  but  also  to  call  the  said  conventione  in  case  the 
great  concern  of  ane  union  with  England  comes  to  be  laid  befor  and  con- 
sidered by  the  parliament,  that  the  burrows  may  advise  what  is  fitt  to  be 
represented  to  the  parliament  as  most  tending  to  the  advancement  of 
trade,  the  benefite  and  priviledges  of  the  burrowes,  as  well  as  to  ease  them 
of  the  unsupportable  burden  they  lye  under  ;  and  ordains  the  haill  bur- 
rows to  send  up  ther  commissioners  fully  instructed  hereanent. 

29.  Remitted   to   tlie  committee  on  the  staple  and  unfree  trade,  petition  by  Alerdioe, 
John  Alerdice,  younger,  merchant  in  Camphier,   to  be  one  of  the  staple  factors   *°  °^' 
there. 

30.  Approved  of  the  agent's  accounts  of  disbursements  from  1st  July  1705  to  Agents 
1st  July  1706  extending  to  £6,360,15s.  Scots,  and  ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their    °''  "^  '' 
proportions. 

The  following  items  are  contained  in  the  accounts  : —  lib.        s.     d. 

Item,  to  the  secretaries  of  state  .  .  .  .  1333      6      8 

Item,  to  the  advocat  .  .  .  .  .  333      6      g 

Item,  to  the  under  clerks  of  counsell  with  a  petition  for  opening 

trade  with  France  and  Spain  and  for  passes  for  that  effect 

and  a  letter  to  the  Queen  theranent         .  .  .  56    16      0 

31.  The  agent's  accounts  of  his  intromissions  with  the  money  paid  by  unfree  Agents  ao- 
towns  for  the  communication  of  trade  from  July  1697  to  July  1705  and  which  compts  for 
was  appointed  to  be  applied  towards  payment  of  the  proportion  of  six  pounds  of  audited, 
the  tax  roll  from  July  1705  to  July  1706,  showed  that  there  had  been  received 
£6455,  Os.  4d.     After  payments  there  remained  in  the  agent's  hands  a  balance  of 
X2551,  19s.  4d.     The  convention  instructed  the  agent  "to  pursue  vigorously  all 

these  who  have  agreed  and  hes  not  payed  their  quotas,  as  also  to  prosecut  all 
lyable  conforme  to  law." 

32.  Appointed  a  committee  "to  treat,   setle,   and  agree  with  those  who  shall  Comitte  for 
applye  to  them  for  ther  unfree  trade  "  from  1st  July  1697  to  1st  July  1707  ;  and  ™d'^ata*k'^®&<, 
also  remitted  to  the  committee  the  whole  affairs  relating  to  the  staple  port  and  to 

consider  and  adjust  all  complaints  which  shall  be  brought  before  them  either 
betwixt  burghs  or  burgesses. 

33.  Agreed  that  all  those  who  had  paid  for  their  unfree  trade  since  July  Unfree  traders, 
1697  should  be  continued  at  the  same  rate  and  proportion  of  the  tax  roll  as  ^srs^ments 

^     ^  continued, 

formerly. 
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Glasgow. 


Fraserburgh. 
Air,  tolbuith. 


Letter  to  the 
magistrats  of 
Campvere. 


34.  The  convention  having  considered  petition  by  Glasgow,  "  representing  their 
.  great  and  unsupportable  burdens,  and  finding  that  the  missive  dues  this  year  have 

risen  extreamly  by  the  advance  of  money  for  outrigging  the  ship  called  the  Royal! 
William,"  they  recommended  to  the  next  general  convention  that  the  ease  of  that 
burgh  should  have  first  place  in  their  consideration. 

35.  Remitted  to  the  committee  on  unfree  trade  petition  from  the  town  of 
Fraserburgh  as  to  payment -of  their  quota  for  unfree  trade. 

36.  Remitted  to  the  same  committee  petition  by  the  town  of  Air  "represent- 
ing the  ruinous  condition  of  ther  tolbuith  and  that  the  same  would  certainly  fall 
to  the  ground  befor  the  nixt  conyentione  if  no  remedy  be  fallen  upon  to  prevent 
the  same." 

37.  The  conventione  approved  the  draught  of  ane  letter  to  the 
magistrates  of  Campvere  to  be  sent  from  them,  and  ordained  the  samen 
to  be  signed  by  Sir  Samuell  M'Clellan,  dean  of  gild  of  Edinburgh,  their 
preses,  in  their  name,  of  which  the  tennor  folloues  : — Right  honorable. 
We  being  very  desirous  that  the  staple  contract  be  inviolably  observed, 
have  therfor  thought  fitt  to  acquaint  yow  that  we  are  firmly  resolved  to 
do  all  and  every  thing  on  our  part  in  order  to  a  strict  observance  therof, 
but  at  the  same  time  we  take  occasione  to  signifie  to  yow  the  great  dis- 
apoyntments  the  royall  burrowes  hes  met  with  for  v^ant  of  convoyes,  duly 
and  seasonably  sent  to  take  care  of  our  ships  in  the  terms  of  the  staple 
contract,  the  vi^ant  wherof  doeth  certainly  oblige  our  ships  to  go  to  other 
places,  and  therfor  seeing  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy,  our  conservator,  is  pre- 
paring to  go  to  the  toun  of  Campvere  to  take  care  of  our  affaires,  we  take 
this  occasione  to  intreat  your  honours  will  be  more  careful  for  the  futur  to 
send  convoyes  at  such  tymes  as  our  said  conservator  shrill  desire  and  our 
trade  doth  require  ;  and  we  on  our  part  have  ordered  our  said  conservator 
to  take  most  speciall  care  that  the  staple  port  be  duly  observed  and  that  he 
timously  and  frequently  acquaint  our  agent  of  such  persons  who  are  guilty 
of  the  breach  therof,  that  so  they  may  be  punished  according  to  law,  to 
which  we  shall  alwise  give  our  assistance.  We  are  most  desirous  to  enter- 
tain a  good  friendship  and  correspondence  with  your  honours  and  do 
expect  and  desire  that  you  will  give  all  due  incouragement  and  protec- 
tione  to  our  said  conservator  that  so  he  may  be  inabled  to  discharge  his 
office  with  that  dilligence  and  care  which  we  expect  from  him.  We  are, 
right  honourable,  your  honours  most  humble  servants.  Signed  by 
order  and   in   presence   of   the    conventione    mett.       Sic   subscribitur : 
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Sa.   M^Clellan,  preses.     Wherupon   Collonell  Patrick  Ogilvie,  commis-  ^^J^^^^^' 
sioner  for  the  burgh  of  Cullen,  for  himself  and  in  name  and  behalf  of  all 


those  that  would  adhere  to  him,  protested  that  in  respect  of  the  competi-  magistrats  of 
tion  depending  befor  the  lords  of  sessione  anent  the  office  of  conservator,  '^™p^^™- 
betwixt  Sir  Alexander  Curaraing  and  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy,  that  this  con- 
vention of  burrowes  do  nowayes  medle  in  anything  that  may  be  prejudi- 
ciall,  and  further  protested  against  the  draught  of  the  said  letter  to  the 
magistrats  of  Campvere  in  so  far  as  it  is  anyuise  inconsistent  with  her 
Majesties  gift  in  favours  of  the  said  Sir  Alexander  Gumming  and  letter 
to  the  last  conventione,  or  may  be  anyuise  prejudiciall  to  Sir  Alexander 
Cummings  interest,  who  is  at  present  out  of  the  natione,  and  therupon 
took  instruments  in  the  clerks  hands.  To  which  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy, 
conservator,  being  personally  present,  made  the  following  ansuer  :  (1°) 
That  no  member  of  the  conventione  did  second  such  a  protest  nor  adhere 
therto  so  that  the  same  ought  not  to  be  marked,  being  only  taken  by 
one  member.  (2°)  Sir  Andrew  having  been  received  and  admitted  by  the 
conventione,  no  other  can  pretend  right  untill  he  be  duly  admitted  by  the 
royall  burrows.  (3°)  The  said  Sir  Andrew  instantly  produced  ane  decreet 
of  the  lords  of  sessione  wherby  his  possession  is  declared  and  continued,  in 
which  decreet  the  Queens  Majestie  is  compearing,  and  the  said  Sir  Alex- 
ander Gumming  decerned  to  desist  from  mollesting  or  troubling  the  said 
Sir  Andrew  Kennedy  in  the  free  and  peaceable  possessione  of  his  office, 
wherby  the  matter  is  res  judicata ;  wherupon  the  said  Sir  Andrew  Ken- 
nedy protested  for  cost  skaith  and  damnage  and  therupon  took  instruments 
in  the  clerks  hands. 

38.  On  the  petition  of  the  burgh  of  Elgin  the  convention  ratified  and  ap-  Eatification  of 
proved  of  the  set  made  and  pronounced  by  the  commissionerR  of  the  burghs  under  the  sett  of 
the  14th  act  of  last  general  convention.  ^™' 

39.  The  conventione  considering  how  dangerous  and  inconvenient  it  Burdens affeot- 
is  to  the  commone  good  of  borrow es  that  any  burgh  should  sell,  annalyie,  lands. 
or  wadset  any  part  of  their  burgage  lands  or  any  uther  lands  in  use  to  be 
taxed  with  the  burghs  to  any  person  without  obliging  the  purchaser  to 
pay  ane  proportionall  part  of  all  publick  burdens  imposed  or  to  be  imposed 
upon  the  said  burgh  effeiring  to  the  rentall  of  the  purchase,  therfor  the 
convention  statuts  and  ordains  that  when  any  burgh  shall  happen  to  sell, 
annalyie,  or  wadset  any  part  of  their  burgage  lands,  tenements  or  houses, 
2  3d 
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Burdens  affect- 
ing burgage 
lauds. 


Air,  privilege 
of  summer  im- 
prisonment. 


Caution  to  be 
found  for  ap- 
plying gratui- 
ties. 


Act  for  com- 
posing differ- 
ences and 
debates. 


or  any  others  in  use  to  be  taxed  with  the  toun  in  time  coming,  the  same 
shall  be  convoyed  with  the  burden  of  all  impositions  which  may  happen 
to  affect  the  said  burgh,  and  that  effeiring  to  the  true  rentall  of  the  lands, 
tenements,  houses,  and  others  purchased;  and  likeuise  the  convention 
doth  declare  that  for  hereafter  they  will  grant  no  warrand  in  favours  of 
any  burgh  for  selling  or  wadseting  any  part  of  their  lands,  tenements, 
houses  or  others  forsaid,  neither  shall  any  sale  made  be  ratified  and 
approven  except  in  the  terms  above  writen. 

40.  On  a  representation  by  the  burgh  of  Air  as  to  an  action  against  them  for 
alleged  wrongous  imprisonment  for  payment  of  petty  customs  due  to  the  tacks- 
man of  their  meal  market,  the  convention  ordained  the  agent  to  concur  with  the 
magistrates  of  that  burgh  "  in  defending  their  priviledge  of  summer  imprisonment 
for  payment  of  petty  customes,  it  being  the  generall  concern  of  the  whoU  royall 
burrows." 

41.  The  convention,  considering  that  frequently  gratuities  are 
granted  by  the  royall  burrows  to  severall  burghs  to  be  applyed  for 
speciall  ends,  and  how  necessar  it  is  that  the  same  be  applyed  accord- 
ingly, therfor  the  conventione  do  hereby  discharge  their  agent  for  here- 
after to  make  payment  of  any  such  gratuity  that  shall  be  granted  to  any 
burgh  untill  first  good  and  sufficient  cautione  be  found  by  the  said  burgh 
in  the  hands  of  our  clerk  that  the  said  gratuity  shall  be  applyed  to  the 
end  for  which  the  same  wes  granted,  and  that  the  applicatione  therof  be 
duly  reported  to  the  next  generall  conventione  ;  declaring  that  in  case 
the  agent  shall  do  in  the  contrair  hereof  the  same  shall  not  be  alloued  to 
him  in  his  next  accompts  and  the  burghs  shall  be  pursued  in  the  terms 
of  their  caution. 

42.  The  conventione,  considering  that  frequent  debates  do  happen 
within  severall  burghs,  both  in  relation  to  the  manadgment  of  their 
commone  good  and  as  to  the  way  and  manner  of  their  elections  of  their 
magistrats  and  deacons  of  crafts  and  other  office  bearers  and  manadgment 
of  their  revenues,  and  anent  their  priviledges  and  encroachments  thereon 
and  other  publick  concerns,  and  how  necessar  and  convenient  it  would 
be  that,  conforme  to  the  pouer  granted  to  the  royall  burrowes  by  seuerall 
acts  of  parliament,  all  such  differences  and  debates  might  be  composed 
and  agreed  by  the  royall  burrowes  or  a  commitie  of  their  number,  with- 
out bringing  the  parties  concerned  to  unnecessar  trouble  and  expence  and 
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to  great  heats  and  aaimosities  within  burgh  in  case  the   same  cannot  be  Edinbuhgh. 

11  1       P         1  •  111  1-11  11-,^        8  July  1706. 

egreed  at  home,  therfor  the  conventione  do  hereby  ordain  all  such  diner-- — -. 

"^  .  ,  Act  for  com- 

ances  and  debates  which  shall  for  hereafter  happen  or  arise,  either  posing  differ- 
betwixt  burgh  or  burgesses  within  burgh  in  relatione  to  the  forsaids  debates" 
matters,  to  be  first  brought  and  tabled  befor  them  or  a  commite  of  their 
number  yearly  to  be  appointed  to  sit  at  Edinburgh  for  that  end,  in  order 
to  be  composed  and  agreed  by  their  mediatione,  hereby  declaring  that 
whoever  shall  do  in  the  contrair  hereof  shall  be  reckoned  disturbers  of 
the  peace  of  the  burrowes  and  contemners  of  their  authoritie,  and  shall 
be  fyned  and  utherwise  punished  as  the  conventione  or  committe  shall 
think  fitt  conforme  to  law.  And  ordains  the  extracts  hereof  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  severall  burghs  to  be  insert  in  their  counsell  books  and  to 
be  read  immediately  after  ilk  annuall  electione  in  presence  of  the  magis- 
trats  and  haill  toun  counsell.  And  ordains  each  burgh  to  report  to  the 
next  generall  conventione  their  dilligence  herein  by  ane  extract  under 
their  toun  clerks  hand. 

43.  The  conventione,  considering  how  much  it  imports  the  state  of  A<=*f°''advanc- 
the  burrowes  of  this  natione  to  have  their  trade  duely  regulat  and  their 
product  and  manufactory  well  improven,  as  also  the  laws  and  acts  of  par- 
liament made  anent  trade  put  to  due  executione,  do  therfor  appoynt  the 
burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Aberdeen,  Glasgow,  and  Montross,  each  to 
send  one  of  their  number  to  Edinburgh  fully  instructed  be  the  trading 
persons  in  and  about  the  respective  burghs  from  whence  they  come  what 
may  be  most  conducive  to  the  advancing  the  various  branches  of  the  trade 
of  the  natione,  and  puting  to  due  executione  the  laws  and  acts  already 
made  ;  which  persons  are  to  reside  at  Edinburgh  during  each  session  of 
parliament  to  give  their  best  advice  to  the  state  of  burrowes  in  relatione 
to  what  concerns  the  trade  of  the  natione  ;  and  furder  the  conventione 
ordains  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy,  conservator  of  the  Scots  priviledges  in  the 
Netherlands,  yearly  to  send  to  the  agent  to  the  royall  burrowes  ane 
account  of  what  alteratione  trade  does  undergoe,  especially  in  reference  to 
the  product  of  this  natione,  and  that  a  month  befor  each  annuall  con- 
ventione. 

ii.  Ordainpd  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  secretaries  of  state  £1333,  6s.  8d.  Scots,  Sellarieaand 
to  the  advocate  £333,  6s.  8d.,  and  certain  salaries  and  gratuities  to  the  clerks,  gratuities, 
servants  and  otliers. 
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Edinbuhgh.  45.  TJnlawed  each  absent  burgh,  except  Dundie,  in  £100  Scots. 

8  July  1706.  ^g    Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  next  general  convention  to 

Absent  Burghs  ^g  hgid  aj.  Edinburgh  in  July  1707. 

unlawed.  °  " 

Act  of  adjourn- 
ment. 

Sett  of  the  Burgh  of  Elgin,  ratified  by  the  38  th  act  of  the  preceding 

General  Convention. 

Sett  of  the  At  Elgin,  the  thirten  day  of  September  j™  vij"  and  five  years.      The 

13  S^J'pt  iro"'  which  day,  the  committe  did  make  the  following  sett  which  they  ordained 
to  be  a  constant  platforme  and  standarfc  theranent  for  the  futur,  to  be 
strictly  observed  without  the  least  alteratione   or  change,  viz. — that  the 
number  of  the  toun  counsell  of  Elgin  shall  consist  of  seventen  counsellors 
(including  the  deacon  conveener  for  the  time)  and  tuo  other  deacons  of 
trade  which  tuo  deacons  are  to  be  chosen  by  the  counsell  conforrae  to  the 
trades  their  contract  with  the  gildrie.      Item,  That  Munday  immediately 
preceding  Michalmes  yearly  be  the  day  of  the  electione  of  the  new  coun- 
sell for  the  ensueing  year.      Item,   That  Tuesday   therafter  immediately 
preceding  Michalmes  as  said   is  be  the  day  of  the  electione  of  the  magis- 
trats  and  other  ofiice  bearers  of  the  said   burgh.      Item,,  That  ther  shall 
be  put  off  yearly  of  the  old  counsell  three  of  the  gildrie  and  tuo  of  the 
trades  and  in  their  place  as  many  elected  of  the  same  qualitie.     Item, 
That  out  of  the  forsaid  number  of  the  counsel)   ther  shall  be  chosen   ane 
provost,  four  baillies,  dean  of  gild,   theasurer,   and  other  ofiice  bearers  ; 
which  provost  shall  not  continue  in  office  of  provostrie  above  three  years 
at  once,  but  prejudice   aluise   to   change   him  yearly  as  the  counsell  shall 
think  fitt  ;  and  the  saids  baillies,  dean  of  gild,  theasurer,  and  other  office 
bearers  shall  not  continue  in  their  saids  offices  above   tuo  years  at  once, 
but  prejudice  to  change  them  yearly  as  said  is.      Item,   That  the  provost, 
baillies,  dean  of  gild  and  theasurer,  shall  ex  oficijs  be  continued  on  the 
counsell  for  the  next  year  after  they  are  put  off  their  respective  offices. 
Item,,  That  the  old  counsell  yearly  choise  the  new  counsell,  and  that  both 
old  and  new  counsells  yearly  choise  the  magistrats  and  other  office  bearers. 
Item.,  That  no  persone  be  capable  to  be  elected  a  magistrat,  office  bearer, 
or  counsellor  within  the  said   burgh   except  residenters   and   burgesses 
within  the  same,  actual  traders  and  traffiquing  merchants,  bearing  scott 
and  lott  and  all  portable  charges  with  neighbours  thein.      IteDi,  That  the 
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counsell  shall  yearly  choise  out  of  their  oun  numher  five  assessors  to  the  Edinburgh. 

dean  of  gild  to  sitt  with  him,  wherof  three,  with  the  dean  of  gild  himself,  — ^ '■ — 

are  to  be  a  quorum.      Item,   That  the  toun   counsell  shall  yearly  choise  burghof  Elgin. 
fiften  persones  extraneous  from  the  counsell,  wherof  tuo  of  the  trades,  and  ^^Sept.  1705. 
nin  to  be  a  quorum,  which  fiften  persones  so  chosen  shall  give  their  oaths 
de  fideli  befor  the  counsell  and  shall  be  stent  masters  for  the  ensueing 
year  for  proportioning  in  presence  of  a  baillie  all  the  stents  to  be  imposed 
within  the  burgh  that  year.      Item,  That  no  stent  be  imposed  on  the 
inhabitants  of  the  burgh  (except  the  publick  cess  due  by  law)  without 
consent  of  ane  head  court.     Item.,   That  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  Sep- 
tember yearly  the  magistrats  call  ane  head  court  and  ther  expose  to  the 
wholl  inhabitants  the  present  condition   and   circumstances   of  the  burgh 
and  of  the  commone  good  therof,  and  of  their  own  manadgement  of  the 
samen;  and   that  the  haill  office  bearers  books  and  accompts  lye  on  the 
counsell  table  yearly  twenty  dayes  preceding  the  head  court,  for  the  satis- 
faction  of  all   concerned.      And   the   said  committe  willed   and   declared 
that  the  above  sett  should  stand  and  continue  wnviolable  and   unchange- 
able in  all  tyme  coming  for  the  rule  and  government  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Elgin,  and  should  commence  and  take  effect  at  Michalmes  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  six  years,  and  yearly  and  continually  therafter,  certifieing 
the  breakers  therof  that  the   royall   burrowes  would  nottifie  and  punish 
them  accordingly  and    state   themselves    against    them.      The   committe 
adjourned  the  said  meeting  till  tomorrow,  at  which  time  they  would  con- 
sider the  other  grivances  hinc  inde  under  submissione  ;  and  the  preses 
did  subscrive  the  said  sederunt  for  and  in  name  of  the  meeting.    Sic  suh- 
scribitur:  Alexr.  Leslie,  P      At  Elgin  the  fourten  day  of  September  j™ 
vij''  and  five  years.      The  forsaid  haill  committe  present  ut  supra.      The 
said  day,  the  committe  considering  that  the  above  sett  made  for  regulat- 
ing   the   electiones  of  the   magistracy  and    toun    counsell  of  Elgine    in 
manner  contained  in  their  last  sederunt  does  not  take  effect  till  Michal- 
mes j™  vij°  and  six  years  [nominated  a  council  of  the  burgh  for  the  ensu- 
ing year.] 
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Edinburgh. 
8  July  1706. 

Disposition  by 
Elgin  of  Cat- 
tails. 
13  July  1703. 


Disposition  by  the  Burgh  of  Elgin  of  the  lands  called  the  Cattails, 
ratified  by  the  24th  act  of  the  preceding  convention. 

The  narrative  proceeds  thus  : — "  Forasmuch  as  diverse  Kings  of  Scotland, 
with  advice  of  the  three  estates  of  this  natione,  esteemed  it  profitable  to  sett  in 
feu  farm  the  lands  of  this  kingdome,  and  that  for  the  policie  and  decernment 
therof,  and  conforme  to  the  tenner  of  the  acts  of  parliament,  made  theranent,  the 
commissioners  of  the  burrowes  of  this  kingdome  being  laufuUy  conveened  in  the 
conventione  holden  at  Montross  the  ninten  day  of  June  j™  v*^  and  ninty  one,  did 
ordain  the  commone  lands  of  the  haill  burghs  of  this  kingdome  to  he  set  in  feu 
farme  for  the  profet  the  respective  burghs  might  have  therby  ;  which  act  our 
umquhill  Soverign  Lord,  King  James  the  sixth,  of  blessed  memory,  by  his  charter 
of  confirmatione  under  his  great  seall,  ratified  and  approved  and  specially  recom- 
ended  the  same  to  the  burrowes  who  had  not  then  sett  in  feu  ferme  their  commone 
land,  consenting,  commanding  and  ordaining  them  that  they  should  sett  and  lett 
out  in  feu  farme  all  and  sundry  their  commone  lands  to  the  actual  inhabitants 
burgesses  of  the  said  burghs  for  the  profit  and  comoditie  of  the  burgh  and  in 
augmentatione  of  the  rentall  of  the  same,  and  that  they  should  confirme  and 
ratifie  the  infeftments  made  or  to  be  made  therupon,  as  in  the  acts  of  burrowes 
and  charter  of  confirmatione  at  more  length  is  contained  ;  lykeas  in  ane  act  of 
the  generall  conventione  of  burrowes  holden  at  Aberdeen  upon  the  [eighth]  day  of 
July  j™  vj°  and  nynty  eight  years,  for  the  reasons  and  causes  therin  contained, 
the  said  conventione  did  grant  warrand  to  the  magistrats  of  the  said  burgh  of  Elgin 
for  the  time  and  their  successors  to  dispose  of  their  grass  lands  of  Cattaills  either 
in  feu  or  long  tack  as  they  should  think  fitt,  as  the  said  act  at  more  length  bears." 
The  deed  then  proceeds  that  "  for  augmentation  of  the  rental  in  twenty  shillings 
Scots  more  as  ever  the  lands  after  specifeit  paid"  to  them  or  their  predecessors, 
and  also  for  1150  merks  Scots  paid  to  them,  the  magistrates  and  council  disponed 
"  the  greens  called  the  Cattails  lyand  besouth  the  burgh  crofts  "  in  feu  farm  to 
David  Bremner  and  his  heirs  male  and  assignees,  "  being  actuall  inhabitants, 
burgesses  of  the  said  burgh  of  Elgin  or  duelling  any  wher  ells  sua  they  have  and 
obtaine  the  liberty  therof,  and  for  the  same  shall  pay  to  us  and  our  successors  in 
office"  200  merks,  for  which  sum  they  are  to  be  admitted  to  the  freedom  of  the 
burgh,  "  provyding  aluayes  he  be  a  man  of  good  life  and  inclinatione  and  carry 
and  behave  himself  as  a  burges  and  peaceable  man,  subject  to  the  laws  as  it  is 
prescrived  by  the  burrou  laws,  and  if  he  cary  and  behave  himself  wtherwise  we 
are  not  obliged  to  enter  and  admit  him."  The  yearly  feu-duty  is  £42  Scots  as 
old  tack  duty  and  20s.  Scots  of  augmentation. 
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GrENEEAL  CONVENTION,  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

29  October 
1706. 

Edinburgh,  William  Neilson  and  Gilbert  Somervell ;  Perth,  James  Cree  ;  sederunt 
Aberdeen,  John  Gordon  ;  Stirling,  John  ..^rskine  ;  Linlithgow,  Walter  Steuartj 
St  Andrews,  Alexander  Watsone  ;  Glasgow,  John  Aird  ;  Air,  John  Moor  ; 
Hadingtoun,  Alexander  Edgar ;  Dysert,  John  Black ;  Kirkcaldie,  James 
Osuald ;  Montross,  James  Scott  ;  Cuper,  Patrick  Bruce ;  Anstruther  Easter, 
Sir  John  Anstruther  ;  Dumfreis,  William  Copland  ;  Inverkeithing,  James 
Dudgeon ;  Kinghorn,  Mr  Patrick  Moncrief ;  Brichen,  Alexander  Young  ; 
Irving,  George  Monroe ;  Jedburgh,  Walter  Scott ;  Kirkudbright,  Hugh  Fuller- 
ton  ;  Wigtoun,  Simeon  Gullin  ;  DumfermHng,  John  Veitch  ;  Selkirk,  Robert 
Scott ;  Dumbarton,  Sir  James  Smolett ;  Renfreu,  Collin  Campble  ;  Dunbar, 
Robert  Kellie ;  Lauerk,  William  Inglis  ;  Aberbrothuick,  John  Hutchesone, 
Elgin,  William  Sutherland  ;  Peebles,  John  Tueedy  ;  Culross,  Robert  Hunter  ; 
Bamf,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie;  Forfar,  John  Lyon;  Rothsay,  Mr  Dugall  Steuart; 
Nairn,  John  Ross  ;  Ruthglen,  George  Spence  ;  Northberuick,  Sir  Hugh  Dal- 
rymple  ;  Lauder,  Sir  David  Cunningham  ;  Kilrenny,  James  Bethun  ;  Annan, 
Mr  William  Johnston  ;  Lochmaben,  Andrew  Johnston  ;  Queensferry,  Edward 
Hill;  Inverarey,  Mr  Daniel  Cample;  Stranraer,  Mr  George  Dalrymple.  (Twenty- 
one  burghs  blank.) 

29  October  1706. 

1.  Sir  Samuel  M'Lellan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  prases.  Preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  commissions.  Revising  oora- 

3.  Members  who  had  not  previously  qualified   took  the  oath  and  subscribed  „     ,     ' 
the  assurance.  qualified. 

4  November  1706. 

4.  Approved  of  the  whole  commissions. 

5.  The  coDventione  remitts  to  the  consideratione  of  a  commite  of  the  Commissiona 
wholl  house  the  draught  of  ane  adress  from  the  royall  burrows  to  tlie  par-  „       .' 

°  _  .    •'  -"^         Committee 

liament  in  relatione  to  the  treaty  of  Union  betwixt  Scotland  and  England  anent  the 
presented  beLieutenant-collonell.i3i;rskin,  commissionar  from  the  burgh  of 
Stirling. 

5  November  1706. 

6.  Upon  report  of  the  committe  of  the  wholl  house,  to  whom  it  wes  Address 
remitted  to  consider  the  said   adress  given  in  be  Collonell  Jilrskin,  they  ''pp''"^''"' 
having  mett  and  the  same  being  read,  after  some  debate  it  wes  unanimously 
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Edinburgh. 
5  November 
1806. 

Address 
approven. 


Adress  to  the 
parliament. 


agreed  to  by  the  said  committe  that  ane  adress  be  presented  to  the  par- 
liament in  name  of  the  royall  burrowes,  and   having  proceeded  to  the 
vott, — transmitt  the  said  adress  now  lying  befor  the  committe  to  be  con- 
sidered by  the  general  conventione,   or  prepare  a  new  adress, — it  wes 
caryed  the  said  adress  should  be  transmitted  to  the  conveotione.      Which 
being  considered  by  the  conventione,  and  after  much  debate  anent  the 
nature  of  the  adress  to  be  by  them  presented  to  the  parliament ;  and  the 
adress  transmitted  by  the  said  committe  to  the  conventione  being  read 
and  proceeding  to  the  vott,  the  vott  wes  doubly  stated, — first,  approve  of 
the  adress  or  not, — secondly,  proceed  to  the  consideratione  of  the  articles 
of  the  treaty  befor  the  adress.     The  first  state  of  the  vott  wes, — adress  or 
articles, — and  being  caryed  adress,  they  proceeded  to  the  vott, — approve 
of  the  adress  or  not, — and  caryed  approve  ;  and  thereafter  the  vott  being 
stated, — shall  the  adress  be  signed  by  the  preses  in  name  of  the  conven- 
tione   or   by   all    the    members, — it  was   unanimously  caryed   the   same 
should  be  signed  by  the  preses  in  name  of  the  conventione  ;  and  appointed 
the   same  to  be  recorded,  whereof  the   tennor  folio  wes  : — To  his  Grace, 
her  Majesties  High  Commissioner,  and  the  right  honourable  the  Estates 
of  Parliament.      The  adress  of  the  commissioners  to  the  general  conven- 
tione of  the  royall  burrowes  of  this  ancient  kingdome,  conveened  at  Edin- 
burgh the  tuenty  ninth  of  October  last,  upon  the  great  concern  of  the 
Union    proposed    betwixt    Scotland    and    England,    for   conserting    such 
measures  as  should  be  esteemed  proper  for  them  to  take  with  relatione  to 
their  trade    and   other   concerns,    humbly  sheweth  : — That    as    by    the 
Claim  of  Right  it  is  the  priviledge  of  all  subjects  to  petition e,  so  at  this 
time  we  being  mostly  empouered  by  our  constituents,  and   knowing  the, 
sentiments  of  the  people  wee  represent,  it  is  our  indispenceable   duty  to 
signifie  to  your  grace  and  the  honourable  estates  of  parliament  that  as 
wee  are  not  against  a  honourable  and  safe  union  with  England,  consist- 
ing with  the   being  of  this   kingdome   and  parliaments   therof,   without 
which  wee  conceive  neither  our  religious  nor  our  civil  interests  and  trade 
as  we  now  by  law  enjoy  them  can  be  secured  to  us  and  our  posterity,  farr 
less  can  we  expect  to  have  the  conditione  of  the  people  of  Scotland  with 
relatione  to  these  great  concerns  made  better  and  improven  without  a 
Scots  parliament,  and  seeing  by  the  articles  of  union  now  under  the  consi- 
deratione of  the  honourable  estates  of  parliament  it  is  agreed  that  Scotland 
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and  England  shall  be  united  into  one  kingdome,  and  that  the  united  Edinburgh. 
kingdome  be  represented  by  one  and  the  same  parliament,  by  which  our  1706. 
monarchy  is  supprest,  our  parliament  extinguished,  and  in  consequence  Adress  to  the 
our  religione,  church  government,  claim  of  right,  lawes,  liberties,  trade,  P*''^^'*'"^"*- 
and  all  that  is  dear  to  us  dayl}'  in  danger  of  being  encroached  upon,  altered, 
or  wholly  subverted  by  the  English  in  a  Brittish  parliament,  wherin  the 
mean  representatione  alloued  for  Scotland  can  never  signifie  in  securing 
to  us  the  interests  reserved  by  us  or  granted  to  us  by  the  English  ;  and 
by  these  articles  our  poor  people  are  made  lyable  to  the  English  taxes, 
which  is  a  certain  unsupportable  burden,  considering  that  the  trade  pro- 
posed is  uncertain  involved  and  wholly  precarious,  especially  when  regulat 
as  to  export  and  import  by  the  lawes  of  England  and  under  the  same 
prohibitions,  restrictions,  customes,  and  dutyes  ;  and  considering  that  the 
most  considerable  branches  of  our  trade  are  different  from  those  of  Eng- 
land and  are  and  may  be  yet  more  discouraged  by  their  lawes,  and  that 
all  the  concerns  of  trade  and  other  interests  are  after  the  union  subject 
to  such  alterations  as  the  parliament  of  Brittain  shall  think  fitt ;  we 
therfor  humbly  supplicat  your  grace  and  the  honourable  estates  of  parlia- 
ment, and  do  assuredly  expect  that  yow  will  not  conclude  such  ane  incor- 
porating union  as  is  contained  in  the  articles  proposed,  but  that  yow  will 
support  and  maintain  the  true  reformed  protestant  religione  and  church 
government  as  by  law  established,  the  sovereignity  and  independency  of 
this  crown  and  kingdome,  and  the  rights  and  priviledges  of  parliament, 
which  have  been  generously  asserted  by  you  in  the  [present]  sessione  of 
this  present  parliament,  and  do  further  pray  that  effectual!  means  may  be 
used  for  defeating  the  designes  and  attempts  of  all  popish  pretenders 
whatsomever  to  the  successione  of  this  croun  and  kingdome,  and  for  secur- 
ing this  natione  against  all  the  attempts  and  encroachments  that  may  be 
made  by  any  persons  whatsomever  upon  the  sovereignity,  religion,  lawes, 
liberties,  trade  and  quiet  of  the  same;  and  we  promise  to  mentain,  with 
our  lives  and  fortounes,  all  those  valuable  things,  in  opposition  to  all 
popish  and  other  enemies  whatsomever,  according  to  our  lawes  and  claim 
of  right.  Signed  by  order  and  in  presence  of  the  convention  by.  Sic 
subscribitur :  Sa.  M'Clellan,  preses.  And  it  being  proposed  that  the 
representatives  of  the  burghs  of  Linlithgow  and  St  Androus  should  present 
the  same  to  the  parliament,  the  convention  appoynted,  by  ane  unanimous 
2  3  E 
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5  Nove^mbfr     ^*^**^>  *^^*  ^^^  representatives  of  the  saids  burghs  of  Linlithgow  and  St 
1706.  '     '  ... 


Androus  should  present  the  same. 


Adres  signed 
and  delyvered. 


Committe 
anent  trade, 

etc. 


Clerks  and 
servants. 


6  November  1706. 

7.  The  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  preses,  having  in  presence  of  the 
conventione  signed  the  adress  from  the  royall  burrowes  to  the  parliament 
mentioned  in  the  former  minuts,  and  delyvered  the  same  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  burghs  of  Linlithgow  and  St  Andrews  appointed  by  the 
saids  minuts  to  present  the  same  ;  and  the  conventione  appoynts  Sir 
Robert  Forbes  of  Achinhove,  their  agent,  to  advance  a  guinnie  to  be  given 
to  the  clerk  therwith. 

7  November  1706. 

8.  Appointed  a  committee  to  meet  after  the  dissolving  of  this  convention  "  to 
take  into  their  consideratione  the  great  concern  of  the  nation  in  relation  to  trade 
and  receive  such  overtures  as  shall  be  given  in  to  them  by  merchants  or  others 
theranent  and  consider  the  same." 

9.  Recommended  to  next  general  convention  "  to  consider  the  clerks  and 
their  servants  for  their  great  pains  in  this  conventione  and  committies." 


Meeting  of  Committee  aneyit  Unfree  Traders  and  Staple, 
held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh.  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  Glasgow,  Air,  Hadding- 

25  January       toun,  Dysert,  Kirkaldie,  Montross,  Dumfries,  Inverness,  Dumfermling,  Dumbar- 
„  ,  ■     ^  ton,  Bamf,  Lauder,  Annan,  Week,  (all  blank.) 


Preses. 

Diiferences 
amongst  in- 
habitants of 


25   January  1707. 
1.  Sir  Samuell  M'Clellan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 
2.   Anent  the  petition  from  severall  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh 


of  Aberbrothuick,  shewing  that  at  Michalmes,  j™  vij°  and  five  years,  ther 
Aberbrothock.  ^g^g  ^  most  illegall  election  of  magistrats  and  counsellors  of  the  said  burgh, 
which  upon  applicatione  to  her  Majesties  privy  counsell  was  declared  void 
and   null   and  a  new  electione  appointed  to  be   made,  which   was  done 
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accordingly,  but  the  modificatione  of  the  expenses  in  prosecuting  therof  ^"P""'"™" 
was  reserved  till  a  report  should  be  made  of  the  said  new  electione,  which  1707. 


remains  yet  undone  by  reasone  of  severall  differences  not  yet  adjusted  Differences 
amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh,  as  also  that  the  said  illegally  haStfnts^of 
elected  magistrats  did  take  out  of  the  touns  charter  chist  severall  papers  ^^erbrothock. 
which  concerned  the  community,  and  that  they  still  retained  the  same, 
craving  therfor  the  committe  would  interpose  their  authority  and  appoint 
some  of  the  neighbouring  burrowes  to  endeavour  to  accomodat  all  differ- 
ences amongst  their  saids  inhabitants,  particularly  in  the  matter  above 
represented,  as  they  are  in  use  to  do  in  the  like  cases  ;  which  being  con- 
sidered by  the  committe  they  appoint  the  commissioners  for  the  burghs  of 
Perth,  Dundie,  Montross,  Brichen,  and  Forfar,  whereof  three  to  be  a 
quorum,  to  meet  at  the  said  burgh  of  Aberbrothock  upon  the  first  day  of 
Aprill  next  to  come, and  to  adjourn  themselves  from  time  to  time  astheyshall 
think  fitt,  to  endeavour  to  compose  all  differences  amongst  the  inhabitants 
of  the  said  burgh,  and  particularly  to  get  the  persons  who  prosecuted  the 
said  illegail  electione  reimbursed  of  their  expences  and  to  see  the  saids 
papers  restored  and  report  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione,  declaring  that 
in  case  they  shall  refuse  to  submitt  to  the  determination  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  saids  burghs  our  agent  shall  be  furthwith  appointed  to  con- 
curr  against  them. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  Wm.  Neilson  and  Gilbert  Somervell;  Perth,  James  Oree  ;  Dundie,  Edinburgh. 
George  Yeaman  ;  Aberdeen,  John  Gordon  ;   Stirling,  John  ^rskin;   Linlithgow,  1  ■^^^y  1^07. 
James  Buncell ;  St  Andrews,  Alexander  Watson ;  Glasgow,  John  Aird ;  Air,    '^  ^runt. 
Robert  Muir ;  Hadingtoun,  Eichard  Miller ;    Dysert,  John  Black  ;  Kirkaldie, 
James  Osuald  ;  Montrose,  Robert  Turnbull ;  Couper,  Henry  Spence  ;  Anstruther 
Easter,  James  Graham  ;  Dumfreis,  William  Copland  ;  Inverness,  Mr  Alexander 
Clark  ;    Innerkeithing,   James    Dudgeon  ;    Kinghorn,   Robert  Biuce ;    Brichen, 
Alexander  Young  ;   Irving,  George  Monroe  ;  Jedburgh,  Walter  Scott;   Kirkcud- 
bright, Hugh  Fullerton  ;   Pittenueem,  Mr  Robert  Clelland  ;   Dumfermling,  John 
Veitch ;   Anstruther  Wester,  Sir  Robert  Anstruthei- ;    Selkirk,   Robert  Scott ; 
Dumbarton,  Sir  James  SmoUet ;    Dunbar,  Robert    Kellie  ;    Lanerk,  William 
Iiiglis  ;  Aberbrothock,  John  Hutchesone  ;   Elgin,  Thomas  Calder ;   Peebles,  John 
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Edinburgh. 
1  July  1707. 

Sederunt. 


Preses. 

Revising  com- 
missions. 


Commissions 

approved, 

members 

qnalified. 

Committee. 


Tweedy ;  Craill,  Henry  Craufoord ;  Tain,  Mr  .^Eoeas  Macleod  ;  Culros,  John 
Adam  ;  Batnf,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie  ;  Forfar,  William  Douglass  ;  Forras,  Alex- 
ander Brodie ;  Euthglen,  John  Scott ;  Lauder,  Sir  David  Cunningham  ;  Kil- 
renny,  James  Peacock;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnstone;  Lochmaben,  Andrew 
Johnstone  ;  Queensferry,  James  Dalgleish  ;  Fortrose,  Willaim  Tolme  ;  Week, 
James  Murray ;  Inverbervie,  Alexander  Maitland ;  Campbletoun,  Mr  Neil 
Campble.      (Seventeen  burghs  blank.) 

1  July  1707. 

1.  Sir  Samnell  Maclelan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions. 


2  July  1707. 

3.  Approved  of  the  whole  commissions.  Members  who  had  not  previously 
qualified  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the  assurance. 

4.  Appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  heads  of  the  missive,  the  matter  of 
trade,  and  what  concerns  the  unfree  traders,  and  whatever  else  shall  be  remitted 
to  them. 


Heads  of  mis- 
sive continued. 
Burntisland, 
peir  and  har- 
bour. 


Conservator, 
Clark  and 
Frazer. 


Irving,  power 
to  feu  lands. 


3  July  1707. 

5.  Continued  certain  articles  to  be  heads  of  next  general  missive. 

6.  On  report  of  the  committee  as  to  the  present  circumstances  of  Burntisland 
for  want  of  a  magistracy,  the  convention  remitted  its  farther  consideration  to  the 
committee  on  unfree  trade,  with  power  to  allow  a  sum  not  exceeding  £50  ster- 
ling, including  500  merks  formerly  voted  but  not  paid,  for  repair  of  their  hai-bour. 
"  And  recomends  to  such  members  of  the  conventione  as  are  members  of  the  par- 
liament of  Great  Brittain  to  petition  the  parliament  in  name  of  the  royal  burrows 
to  take  care  of  the  peer  and  herbour  of  the  said  burgh  or  any  other  burgh  that 
shall  applye,  and  that  for  the  conveniency  of  the  trade  of  North  Britain." 

7.  Appointed  a  committee  to  endeavour  to  adjust  the  diiferences  between  the 
conservator  and  Alexander  Clark  and  John  Frazer,  merchants  in  Inverness. 

5  July  1707. 

8.  "  Anent  the  petition  from  the  burgh  of  Irving,  shewing  that  ther  being  a 
piece  of  sandy  and  barren  ground  belonging  to  the  said  burgh,  at  present  useless 
and  in  danger  of  being  overblowen  with  sand,  which  the  magistrats  thought  might 
be  improven  by  fewing  or  setting  the  samen  in  tack,  and  this  was  accordingly  done 
by  act  of  toun  counsel!,  but  in  regard  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh  do  refuse 
to  medle  by  vertue  of  the  forsaid  ac-t,  therfor  craving  the  convention  would  ratifie 
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approve,  and  confirms  the  samen ;"  which  being  considered,  the  convention  rati-  EDiNsnEOH. 
fied  and  approved  the  act  and  authorised  the  burgh  to  set  the  land  in  feu  or  long  5  J"ty  1707- 
tack. 

9.  Recommended  the  state  of  the  burgh  of  Cuper  in   Fife,  which  is  "  ane  Cuper  in  Fife. 
inland  place  having  no  trade  but  retaill,"  to  be  considered  by  next  general  con- 
vention. 

10.  Ratified,  approved,  and  confirmed  disposition  by  the  burgh  of  Elgin  of  a  Elgin,  disposi- 
rood  and  a  half  of  land  sold  in  terms  of  the  24th  act  of  last  general  convention,    t'""  ratified. 

11.  Anent  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Brichane,  shewing  that  they  are  unfor-  Brielien,  Earl 
tunately  engaged  in  a  process  with  the  Earl  of  Panmuir  before  the  lords  of  session,  °*  f  anmuir. 
and  "  put  to  such  expence  as  they  are  no  longer  able  to  subsit  against  so  potent 

ane  adversary,"  which  being  considered  by  the  convention,  "  they  recomend  to 
Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie  of  Forglane,  one  of  the  senators  of  the  colledge  of  justice, 
to  wait  upon  "the  Earl  of  Panmuir  in  order  to  adjust  the  said  affair." 

12.  Anent  the  petitione  from  Aberbrothock,  shewing    that  after  a  Aberbrothook. 
visit  made  by  the  contiguous  burghs  in  order  to  adjust  all  differences 
amongst  the  inhabitants  ther,  the  pains  taken  by  the  visitors  proved  vain, 
conforme  to  the  report  produced,  and   the  offenders  continued  obstinat, 
refusing  the  mediatione  of  the  visitors  either  as  to  the   modificatiorie  of 

the  expences  disburst  by  privat  persons  for  retriving  the  priviledges  of 
the  burgh  invaded  by  a  moab  or  their  adjusting  other  abuses  committed 
be  them,  particularly  their  refusing  to  pay  multur  to  the  touns  milns,  con- 
forme  to  ane  contract  of  thirlage,  wherby  the  saids  milns  are  turned  void 
of  tenents  and  useless,  and  likewise  by  a  great  storme  in  January  last 
the  greatest  part  of  their  harbour  was  broken  doun  and  cost  great  expence 
to  put  the  same  in  a  tollerable  conditione,  craving  therfor  the  conventione 
would  not  only  ordain  ther  agent  to  concurr  with  the  said  burgh  in  pro- 
secutiDg  their  saids  rights  and  priviledges  but  alsoe  to  grant  some  supplie 
for  repairing  their  said  harbour,  as  the  petitione  bears  ;  which  being  con- 
sidered by  the  conventione  they  ordain  their  agent  to  concurr  with  the  said 
burgh  in  the  forsaid  actions,  reserving  to  the  committee  for  unfree  trade 
to  be  named  by  this  conventione,  at  conclusione  of  the  cause,  to  determine 
whether  the  said  concurrence  shall  be  upon  the  common  expence  of  the 
burrows  or  not,  and  farder  that  the  burghs  of  Dundie,  Montross,  Brichen 
and  Forfar,  or  any  two  of  them,  visit  the  harbour  and  make  enquiry  into 
the  circumstances  of  the  said  burgh  and  report  to  the  next  conventione. 

1 3.  Anent  a  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Craill  shewing  that  the  pier  of  the  said  Craill. 


i; 
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Act  as  to  sell- 
ing herrings. 


5  J™l^'no7'      '^"^g'^  being  old  and  ruinous  a  great  part  of  it  was  beat  doun  by  a  storme  this 
- — ^ '. —  last  winter  and  the  rest  therof  likely  to  run  the  same  fate  unless  a  speedy  remedy 

be  applyed, '  the  convention  appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  pier  and  harbour 

and  report. 

14.  Anent  another  petitione  from  the  burgh  of  Craill,  for  themselves 
and  in  name  and  behalf  of  the  other  burghs  in  Fife  concerned  in  the 
fishing,  and  in  name  of  the  burgh  of  Dunbar,  shewing  that  the  petitioners 
finding  in  their  experience  that  the  selling  of  herrings  by  tale  is  a  great 
loss  to  the  merchants,  being  often  injured  in  telling  therof,  besides  the 
herrings  themselves  being  dashed  and  spoyled,  craving  therfor  the  conventione 
would  obviat  the  saids  inconveniencies  by  provyding  that  the  herrings  in 
the  saids  burgh  be  sold  by  ane  mett  containing  fourty  two  pynts  of  liquid 
measure,  commonly  called  the  two  hundred  herrings  mett,  and  that  the 
magistrats  of  each  burgh  wher  herrings  are  bought  and  sold  may  keep  a 
standart  of  the  said  mett,  that  all  the  metts  within  their  jurisdictione  be 
agreeable  therto,  as  the  petitione  bears ;  which  being  considered  by  the 
conventione,  they  recomend  to  the  saids  burghs  of  Craill  and  the  other 
burghs  in  Fife  and  Dunbar,  that  for  hereafter  no  herrings  be  bought  with- 
in their  respective  jurisdictiones  by  tale  but  only  by  the  forsaid  mett 
called  the  two  hundred  herrings  mett,  and  to  take  care  to  keep  ane  stan- 
dart of  the  said  measure,  to  the  effect  all  other  measures  may  be  agree- 
able therto,  but  prejudice  always  to  the  toun  of  Linlithgow  of  keeping 
metts  and  their  priviledges  of  keeping  metts  and  measures  as  formerly. 

15.  Remitted  to  the  committee  on  unfree  trade  petition  by  the  burgh  of 
Dysert  "  craving  some  supplie  to  help  them  to  rebuild  their  tolbuith,  the  said 
burgh  not  being  in  a  conditione  to  cary  on  that  work  without  help." 

16.  Remitted  to  a  committee  to  consider  the  agent's  accounts  and  report. 

17.  Anent  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Glasgow,  "shewing  their  bad  circum- 
stances, with  their  great  loss  they  have  laitly  sustained  in  ther  shiping,"  the  con- 
vention appointed  the  agent  to  pay  the  burgh  2000  merks  Scots  of  present 
supply,  and  the  condition  of  the  burgh  to  be  a  head  of  next  general  missive. 

18.  Anent  the  petitione  given  in  for  the  burgh  of  Kirkudbright, 
shewing  that  it  had  been  the  imemoriall  and  constant  sett  and  consuetude 
of  the  said  burgh  ever  since  its  erectione  into  a  royall  burgh,  to  elect  and 
choise  the  magistrats  to  officiat  in  the  said  burgh  at  the  term  of  Michal- 
mass    yearly,   and   the    new   counsellers   yearly   at  the  said    term   viz., 


Dysert. 


Agents  ao- 

compts. 

Glasgow. 


Act  in  favours 
of  Kirkcud- 
bright. 
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eight  dayes  befor  the  said  term  of  Michalmas  yearly,  the  magistrates  and  Edinburgh. 

toun  counsell  of  the  burgh  which  consists  of  seventeen  persons,  viz.,  the  —^ — 

provest,  two  baillies,  the  thesaurer,  and  thirteen  common  counsellors,  does  of  Kirkoud- 
elect  and  choice  tuo  or  three  new  counsellors,  the  number  of  tuo  or  three  ^'''^''*- 
being  still  optionall  to  the  saids  magistrats  and  counsell,  and  immediately 
the  saids  magistrats  and  old  counsell  do  vott  three  of  their  own  number 
of  the  counsell  in  lieu  and  in  place  of  the  three  new  counsellors  votted  as 
aforesaid,  which  tuo  or  three  new  counsellors  votted  to  come  upon  the 
counsell  are  warned  to  attend  the  electione  of  the  magistrats  upon  Michalmass 
day,  wher  they  are  qualified  and  received  befor  votting,  and  therafter 
proceed  to  the  electing  of  the  provest,  who  is  still  to  be  a  merchant  or 
heretor  within  the  burgh,  and  then  to  the  electione  of  the  tuo  baillies  and 
thesaurer,  who  are  to  be  merchants  or  tradsmen  as  they  shall  happen  to 
be  votted  ;  and  at  the  said  electione  the  community  of  the  burgh  doe 
still  name  a  persone  to  represent  them  who  is  to  have  a  vott  in  the  elec- 
tione of  the  magistrats  only  but  not  of  the  new  counsell,  and  that  beside 
the  ordinary  toun  counsell  of  seventeen  persons,  but  the  forsaid  represen- 
tative for  the  community  is  no  furder  a  member  of  the  toun  counsell  nor 
hes  no  vott  but  simply  in  the  said  electione  ;  the  forsaid  tuo  or  three  new 
counsellors  yearly  assumed  into  the  counsell  and  the  forsaid  tuo  or  three 
old  counsellors  put  of  the  counsell  in  lieu  of  them  are  indefinitly  either 
merchants  or  tradsmen  as  the  counsell,  by  plurality,  shall  vott;  and 
besides  the  forsaids  magistrats,  thesaurer  and  counsell,  ther  was  never 
within  the  said  burgh  either  dean  or  deacon  of  craft,  neither  had  any 
tradesmen  liberty  to  conveen  to  consider  any  matters  relating  to  their 
severall  crafts  without  the  authority  and  consent  of  the  magistrats,  nor 
were  ther  any  incorporat  crafts  in  the  said  burgh  or  any  compositione  or 
fyn  due  by  any  tradsmans  to  the  fraternity  of  his  trade,  but  that  every 
man  who  was  a  burges  of  the  burgh  might  exerce  and  follow  the  occupa- 
tione  he  was  capable  of  Which  being  considered  by  the  conventione, 
together  with  overtures  anent  the  sett  of  the  said  burgh,  they  ordered 
both  the  petitione  and  overtures  to  be  recorded  upon  conditione  that  the 
intendant  or  overseer  mentioned  in  the  saids  overtures  shall  not  be  con- 
tinued in  office  above  tuo  years  together,  the  tenor  of  which  overtures 
followes: — Overtures  by  the  commissioners  of  Dumfries,  Wigtoun  and 
Neugallauay,  for   accomodating   differences   betuixt   the   magistrats   and 
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5  JutyTTo";     ^"""^  counsell  of  Kirkudbright  and  trades  of  the  said  burgh  ■.—Prlmo, 
Act  in  favours  '^^^*  *^6  Constitution  and  sett  of  the  said  burgh  be  unalterable  and  con- 
brifh?"""^"      ^}^^^  *^®  ®^"^®  ^°  ^11  ti™e  coming  as  it  hes  been  in  times  bygone,  except 
in    so    far   as   it    may   be    innovat    by   any    of   the    overtures   following. 
Secundo,  that  at  the  annuall  electione  of  the  magistrats  at  Michalmass, 
after  the  electione  of  the  provest,  tuo  baillies,  and  thesaurer,  conform  to 
the  immemoriall  sett  of  the  burgh,  that  the  magistrats  and  counsell  do 
immediately  therafter  and  at  the  same  time  elect,  nominat,  and  choise  ane 
intendant  and  overseer  to  the  crafts  and  tradsmen  within  the  burgh,  who 
is  to  be  ane  burges,  freeman  and  mekanick,  and  ane  of  the  toun  counsell 
for  the  time,  and  ex  officio  is  to  be  a  counsellor  during  the  time  of  his 
being  intendant  and  overseer  as  said  is.     Tertio,  that  the  said  intendant  or 
overseer,  by  his  office,  is  to  have  the  care  and  oversight  in  preserving  the 
priviledge  of  the  trads  within  the  burgh  and  of  receiving  or  refusing  any 
mekanick  or  tradsman  into  the  fraternity  or  priviledge  of  ane  tradsman  of  this 
burgh,  with  and  under  these  conditions  and  provisions,  prime,  that  it  shall 
not  be  leisum  to  the  said  intendant  to  receive  any  one  freeman  of  the  trads 
who  is  not  admitted  first  ane  burges  by  the  magistrats  and  toun  counsell ; 
and,  secundo,  that  it  shall  not  be  leisum  to  him  to  exact  or  demand  more 
for  the  priviledge  of  being  admitted  and  incorporat  as  tradsman  then  the 
equall  half  of  what  compositione  or  fyn  which  [by]  the  constitution  or  acts  of 
toun  counsell  hath  been  or  shall  be  payable  for  the  priviledge  of  burges- 
ship  ;  and,  teriio,  that  it  she^ll  be  without  prejudice  to  the  magistrats  and 
toun  counsell  to  admitt  and  receive  ane  person  of  ilk  craft  or  trade  who 
shall  be  found  to  exceed  any  of  the  tradsmen  in  Kirkudbright  in  skill  or 
dexterity  of  the  craft  be  professes  and  to  indue  him  with  the  priviledge 
of  burgesship  and  freedome  amongst  the  trads,  he  always  being  obliged 
to  reside  in  the  place  and  bear  scott  and  lott  with   his  neighbours,  and 
being  subject  to  such  acts  and  constitutions  of  trade  as  shall  be  enacted 
in  manner  underwriten.      Quarto,  That  the  said  intendant  or  overseer  do 
oblige  all  the  tradsmen  within  the  burgh  to  receive  no  prentices  but  such 
as    shall    be   bound    to    serve    for    three  years  and  ane    year  for  meat 
and    fee,  and  that  they  be    booked   in    the    toun    counsell  books  con- 
forme    to    use    and    wont,    otherwise   that    they  be    uncapable    of   the 
priviledge  of  burgesship   by   and    through    their   service,  and  to  obviat 
any    coUusione    betwixt    ane   master   and    apprentice    that   besides   the 
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masters  discharge  of  the  indentures  that  the  said  intendant  give  in  f  j^i^'^y™' 
ane  certificate  to  the  toun  couDsell  that  the  said  apprentice  hath  faith-  Act  in  favours 
fully  served  his  full  time,  otherwise  the  said  apprentice  is  to  enjoy  no  of  Kirkcud- 
priviledge  otherwise  than  as  ane  stranger.  Quinto,  That  the  said  intendant 
doe  at  the  admission  of  any  tradsman  appoint  him  ane  piece  of  work  for 
the  proof  and  essay  of  his  knouledge  and  skill,  and  if  the  said  work  be 
found  insufficient,  albeit  he  be  ane  burges  yet  that  he  may  be  rejected  as  ^ 
ane  incorporat  member  of  the  trads  for  his  ignorance.  Sexto,  That  the 
said  intendant  and  overseer  shall  have  the  power  to  conveen  the  trads 
and  ammerciat  delinquents  and  offenders  upon  just  complaints;  and  if 
the  fault  be  such  as  deserves  imprisonment  that  he  crave  the  magistrats 
authority  and  concurrance  ;  and  with  power  to  regulat  the  prices  of  work, 
make  acts  and  constitutions  for  the  saids  trads,  their  better  regulatione 
and  pollicy,  the  same  being  aluise  subject  to  the  review,  alteratione,  and 
approbation  of  the  magistrats  and  toun  counsell,  and  to  be  of  no  force  or 
binding  till  the  civil  sanctione  and  authority  be  interponed  thereto. 
Septimo,  The  commissioners  above-named  do  propose  the  above  articles 
which  they  find  agreeable  to  the  present  constitutione  of  the  burgh  of 
Kirkudbright  to  be  their  sett  in  all  time  coming  to  be  irrevocably 
observed,  and  recommends  to  the  magistrats  and  counsell  to  lay  the  samen 
before  the  generall  conventione  of  the  royall  burrows  for  their  ratificatione. 
Signed  at  Kirkudbright  the  twenty  third  day  of  October  1706  years. 
Sic  subscribitur :  Wm.  Coupland,  Alex.  Campbell,  John  Chalmers.  And 
ordains  the  principall  articles  to  be  put  in  the  charter  chist  for  conserva- 
tion e  ad  futuram  rei  memoriam.  The  which  day,  the  magistrats 
toun  counsell  and  tradsmen  within  this  •  burgh  do  hereby  approve  of 
the  above  overtures,  and  engages  hereby  to  stand  to  and  abide  thereat 
without  innovation  or  alteratione  therof  in  all  time  coming,  and  in 
testimony  hereof  have  subscrivet  the  same  with  their  hands.  [Here 
follow  signatures.]  Extracted  furth  of  the  burrow  court  books  of  Kirk- 
cudbright. 

19.  Approved  of  the  agent's  accounts  of  disbursements  from  July  1706  to  Agents  ao- 
July  1707,  extending  to  £9140,  Os.  *d.  Scots,  and  ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  compts  appro 
their  proportions.     The  account  contains  the  following  items  : — • 

Item,  for  sixty  Articles  of  the  Union  and  as  many  of  the  minuts         .     £111  Os. 
2  3  F 
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Edinburgh.      Item,  to  Sir  Patrick  Johnston  per  -warrand  for  presenting  the  burrowH 
5  July  1707.  address  to  the  Queen  .....     £103  4s. 

Item,  for  coach  hyre  last  conventione  and  during  the  parliament        .       .£80  Os. 

fre°°™ade  ""  ^^'  '^^^  agent's  accounts  of  his  intromissions  with  the  money  paid  by  unfree 

toun,s  for  communication  of  trade,  and  which  was  appointed  to  be  applied  towards 
payment  of  the  proportion  of  six  pounds  of  the  tax  roll,  showed  that  there  had 
been  received  from  July  1706  to  July  1707,  £1530,  Os.  4d.  Scots,  which,  with 
last  year's  balance,  made  the  charge  amount  to  £4081,  19s.  8d.  The  agent  paid 
£5220  of  cess  and  £600  of  missive  dues,  and  there  remained  due  by  the  burghs 
to  him  a  balance  of  £1738,  Os.  4d. 

10  July  1707. 

Tayn.  21.  Anent  the  petitione  from  the  burgh  of  Tiain,  sheuing  that  wher 

the  Earle  of  Cromerty  having  raised  ane  actione  of  declarator  and  moles- 
tatione  against  the  said  burgh,  which  long  depended  to  their  great  loss, 
and  the  same  having  been  agreed,  the  said  burgh  for  the  summ  of  ane 
thousand  merks  renunced  their  pretentions  to  a  part  of  the  commonty  of 
Morwichmuir,  reserving  to  themselves  commonty  [of]  the  rest  therof,  con- 
forme  to  ane  act  of  the  toun  coiinsell  produced,  craving  therfor  that  the 
burrows  would  approve  the  samen  in  communi  forma ;  as  als  that  in  the 
moneth  of  September  last  ther  happened  a  dreadfuU  fire  which  in  three 
or  four  hours  destroyed  the  best  part  of  the  toun,  and  that  the  tolbuith, 
steeple,  and  counsell  house  will  shortly  be  rebuilt,  that  therfor  ane  visita- 
tione  should  be  appointed  to  report  the  verrity  of  the  premisses  and  that 
the  conventione  would  provyde  some  remedy  to  support  the  said  burgh 
from  ruine  and  appoint  their  agent  to  concurr  with  them  in  their,  actione 
against  Sinclair  of  Ratter,  conforme  to  the  tuenty  act  of  the  generall  con- 
ventione, j"  vij°  and  tuo,  as  the  petition  bears.     Which  being  considered 
by  the  conventione  they  appoint  the  burghs  of  Inverness,  Dingwall  and 
Fortrose  or  any  tuo  of  them  to  visit  the  case  and  condition  of  the  said 
burgh,  tolbuith  and  steeple,  &c.,  and  to  report  the  verrity  of  the  same  to 
the  nixt  generall  conventione,  and  particularly  whether  or  not  the  summ 
of  five  hundred  merks  formerly  granted  to  them  by  the  conventione  for 
building  of  their  tolbuith  was  rightly  applyed.      And  als  the  conventione 
ratifies  and  approves  the  renunciatione  granted  by  the  said  burgh  of  that 
part  of  the  commonty  of  Mortuichmuir  in  favours  of  George,  viscount  of 
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Tarbat,  now  earle  of  Cromerty,  with  this  express  condition  and  quality  Edinburgh. 
that  ane  extract  hereof  be  not  given  out  untill  the  saids  visitors  report '- 


to  the  nixt  conventione  that  the  said  renunciatione  is  profitable  to  the 
said  burgh  ;  and  the  conventione  appoints  the  said  renunciatione  to  be 
recorded  after  the  acts  of  this  present  generall  conventione. 

22.  Ratified  a  disposition  by  the  burgh  of  Queensferry  to  William  Patersone,  Queensferry. 
late  bailie  thereof,  and  his  spouse,  of  a  ruinous  tenement  sold  by  public  roup  ; 

with  this  express  condition  that  report  be  made  to  next  convention  by  the  burghs 
of  Linlithgow,  Inverkeithing  and  Dunfermling,  that  the  price  has  been  applied 
towards  payment  of  the  town's  debt. 

23.  Remitted  to  the  committee  on  unfree  trade  a  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Dunbar. 
Dunbar,  "  craving  that  the  agent  may  be  appointed  to  concurr  with  and  assist 
them  upon  the  comone  expence  of  the  burrows  in  defending  a  vexatious  and  ex- 
pencive  proces  intented  against  the  burgh  at  the  instance  of  the  heretors  of  the 
landuard  paroch  of  Dunbar,  for  payment  of  a  third  part  of  the  expence  of  repair- 
ing their  church  and  manse." 

24.  Anent  a  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Peebles,  "  craving  the  conventione  to  Peeljles. 
order  some  supplie  to  enable  the  burgh  to  repair  their  bridges  which  were  in  great 
hazard  of  falling,"  the  convention  appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  and 
report  the  condition  of  the  bridges  to  the  committee  anent   unfree  trade,   "  in 
which  report  the  visitors  are  to  take  notice  what  gratuities  have  been  granted  by 

the  conventione  to  them  since  the  revolutione." 

25.  Allowed  the  burgh  of  Kirkcudbright  "to  set  a  nynteen  years  tack  of  Kirkcudbright. 
their  fishing  in  order  to  their  improving  therof,  at  the  sight  of  the  commissioners 

for  Air,  Dumfreis,  and  Wigtoun,  in  case  they  find  it  for  the  utility  of  the 
burgh  ;  and  appoynted  the  saids  visitors  to  report  the  same,  with  the  state  and 
conditione  of  the  church  and  steeple  of  the  burgh,  to  the  committee  anent  unfree 
trade." 

26.  Relieved  the  burgh  of  Fortrose  of  Is.  Scots  of  their  proportion  of  the  Fortrose. 
tax  roll  in  respect  of  their  great  poverty  and  appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the 
burgh  and  report  to  next  general  convention. 

27-29.  Appointed  committees  to  visit  and  report  to  next  general  convention  St  Andrews,' 
on  the  condition  of  the  burghs  of  (27)  St  Andrews,  (28)  Inverkeithing  and  har-  Kj^taUil''"^' 
hour  thereto  belonging,  and  (29)  Kirkaldie,  tolbooth,  and  pier  thereof 

30.   The  convention,  considering  "that  very  few  of  the  burghs  of  barrony  and  Committee  for 
regality  and  other  unfree  traders  have  made  agreements  for  communicatione  of  ™^''^®  traders, 
trade,  and  that  these  who  have  agreed  were  only  continued  by  the  last  annual 
conventione  to  this  instant  month  of  July,"  appointed  a   committee  with   full 
power  to  transact  and  agree  with  the  saids  burglis  of  barony  and  regality,  or  any 
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Edinburgh. 
10  July  1707. 

Porras. 


Selkirk,  Week, 


unfree  traders,  for  the  communication  of  trade  both  for  bygones  and  in  time  com- 
ing, or  to  farm  the  same  in  whole  or  in  part  as  they  shall  see  cause. 

31.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Forres  and  report  how  far 
the  tack  of  a  piece  of  waste  ground  set  to  Robert  Taylor  in  1700  "  was  profitably 
done  for  the  good  and  utility  of  the  burgh." 

32.  Remitted  petitions  from  the  burghs  of  Selkirk  and  Week  to  the  commit- 
tee anent  unfree  trade. 


Office  of  con- 
servator. 


Act  for  ad- 
vancement of 
trade. 


33.  The  conventione  recomended  to  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie  of  Forglan, 
one  of  the  senators  of  the  colledge  of  justice,  to  represent  to  the  lords  of 
session  that  it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  royall  burrows  that  the  proces 
depending  before  their  lordships  betuixt  Sir  Alexander  Cuming  of  Coulter 
and  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy  of  Clowburn,  in  relation  to  the  office  of  conser- 
vator of  tlie  Scots  priviledges  in  the  Netherlands,  be  brought  to  a  speedy 
conclusion,  in  regard  the  saids  royall  burrows  have  particular  conceme 
theriii. 

34.  The  conventione,  considering  that  by  the  articles  of  Union  of  the 
tuo  kingdom es  of  Scotland  and  England,  the  priviledges  of  the  royall 
burrows  are  therin  reserved,  and  that  it  is  the  great  interest  and  concern 
of  all  royall  burrows  that  due  care  be  taken  now  after  the  Union  for  ad- 
vancement of  trade  and  encouragement  of  the  product  and  manufactur  of 
this  part  of  the  United  Kingdome,  and  for  asserting  the  saids  priviledges, 
anent  which  many  things  may  occurr  betuixt  and  the  next  annual  con- 
ventione of  the  royall  burrows,  therfor  the  conventione  did  nominat,  con- 
stitut,  and  ordain  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  [and  twenty-five  other  burghs, 
whereof  five  to  be  a  quorum,  to  meet  every  month]  to  deliberat  and 
take  informatione  anent  what  may  be  most  conducive  to  the  advancement, 
encouragement,  and  security  of  the  trade  of  this  northern  part  of  Great 
Brittain,  and  to  do  every  thing  requisit  and  necessar  in  relatione  to  trade 
and  commerce,  as  fully  and  freely  in  all  respects  as  the  convention  could 
have  done  themselves  ;  and  ordaine  their  agent  to  advance  what  money 
might  be  necessary  in  prosecutione  of  the  premisses,  the  same  not  exceed- 
ing ane  hundred  pounds  sterling ;  and  in  case  the  said  committee  shall 
find  it  necessar  to  address  or  petition  her  Majestie  or  the  parliament  of 
Great  Brittain  in  the  said  aftair,  the  conventione  do  hereby  impouer  the 
lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  to  call  a  conventione  for  that  effect ;  and  reco- 
mended to  the  said  committe  to  cause  revise  the  laws  and  acts  of  parlia- 
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ment  in  favours  of  tlie  royall  burrows  and  the  priviledges  therbv  granted  Edinburgh. 

10  Tiilv  1707 

to  them,  together  with  the  severall  advices  of  lauers  therupon  which  are '— 

lying  in  ther  agents  hands,  that  ane  summary  may  be  made  of  the  for- 
said  priviledges,  and  appointed  ther  agent  to  cause  print  the  same  and 
send  copyes  therof  to  the  severall  royall  burghs  betuixt  and  the  first  of 
September  nixt. 

35.  The   conventione,   considering  that   ther  is   due    to   the   royall  Act  anent  the 
burrows  ane  considerable  summ  of  money  conforme  to  their  subscriptions  ^'^  '™  ^°  ' 
for  the  sum  of  three  thousand  pounds  sterling  in  the  Affrican  Companies 

books,  which  probably  in  a  short  time  wiU  be  payed  by  the  commissioners 
of  the  equivalent,  therfor  the  conventione  autherised  and  gave  warrand 
to  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundie,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Linlith- 
gow, St  Andrews,  Glasgow,  Air,  Haddingtoun,  Dysert,  Kirkaldie,  Montross, 
Dumfreis,  Inverness,  Irving,  Kirkcudbright,  Dunbarton,  Dunbar,  Craill, 
Bamf,  Northberwick,  Lauder,  Annan,  Queensferry  and  Inverbervie,  wherof 
five  a  quorum,  Edinburgh  being  aluise  one,  as  a  committe  to  sitt  at  Edin- 
burgh after  dissolving  of  this  present  conventione,  to  impower  Sir  Robert 
Forbes,  agent  to  the  royall  burrows,  or  any  other  persone  they  shall  think 
fitt,  to  uplift  and  receive  the  forsaid  summ  and  to  distribute  and  propor- 
tione  the  same  amongst  the  respective  burrows  conforme  to  their  propor- 
tions of  the  taxt  roll  at  the  time  of  their  respective  advances,  and  that  at 
the  sight  and  by  directions  of  the  said  committe,  with  full  pouer  to 
the  said  Sir  Robert  or  any  other  persone  so  to  be  appointed  by  warrand 
forsaid  to  grant  discharges  therof  in  the  same  way  as  the'  generall  conven- 
tione might  do  themselves,  he  being  alwayes  comptable  to  the  said  com- 
mite  for  what  he  shall  so  receive  and  uplift ;  and  the  conventione  authe- 
rised the  said  committe  to  determine  in  all  contraversies  that  may  arise 
in  relatione  to  the  proportioning  the  said  sum  and  to  give  such  direc- 
tions in  the  manageing  therof  as  they  shall  see  just,  and  that  the  said 
committe  make  report  hereof  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione  to  whom  the 
said  committe  are  ansuerable  for  the  equall  distribution  of  the  forsaid  sum. 

36.  Ordained  Robert  Panton,   one    of  the    staple   factors   at  Campvier,  to  Panton,  factor. 
renew  his  caution  before  1st  November  next,   under  penalty  of  suspension,  and 

to  sign  the  instructions  in  use  to  be  given  to  the  staple  factors. 

37.  Admitted  John  Allerdice,  younger,  merchant  in  Campvier,  to  be  a  staple  AUerdioe, 
factor  there,  and  recommended  to  the  committee  anent  the  staple  to  take  caution  factor. 
and  get  him  to  sign  the  instructions. 
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\0^3^\^\m  ^^'    ^^^   convention e,  upon  a   petition    from  Mr  David  Simpsone, 

Anti  uities —  ^i^^^ry  keeper  to  her  Majestie  at  Hallyruid  house,  did  recomend  to  the 

respective  royall  burrows  to  allow  the  petitioner  free  inspectione  into  such 

of  their  antiquities  as  may  be  for  the  benefite  of  the  publick. 

dueTaiS'^^I-  ^^-   ^^®  conventione  recomended  to  the  committe  for  unfree  trade  to 

tuitiee.  Search  the  records  and  bring  in  a  report  to  the  nixt  generall  conventione 

of  what  sellaries  and  gratuities  they  have  been  in  use  to  give  yearly  and 

what  the  missive  dues  have  extended  to  yearly  these  fifty  years  bygone. 

Payment  of  40.   Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  certain  salaries  and  gratuities,  including 

gratuities.        £1333,  6s.  8d.  to  the  principal   secretaries  of  state,  and  £333,  6s.  8d.  to  her 

Majesty's  advocate. 
Agent,  £240.  41.  Allowed  to  Sir  Eobert  Forbes  of  Auchinhove,  agent  for  the  burghs,  £240 

sterling  in  full  of  all  he  can  ask  and  crave  for  his  services. 

ment  ^'^^°"™"  ^2.  The  generall  conventione  adjourns  themselves  till  the  first  Tues- 
day of  Jully  j™  vij  °  and  eight  years,  and  then  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  in 
the  usuall  place,  and  in  the  meantime,  but  prejudice  to  the  said  adjourn- 
ment, they  in  respect  of  ane  weighty  and  important  affair  relating  to  the 
trade  and  wellfare  of  the  state  of  royall  burrows,  in  relatione  to  the  fleet 
latly  gone  for  England,  wherof  they  cannot  expect  a  full  account  untill 
the  tuenty  fourth  day  of  this  instant  moneth  of  July,  therfor  they  delay 
the  consideration  therof  at  this  time  and  adjourn  themselves  untill  the  said 
day  for  deliberating  about  the  forsaid  matter  allenerly,  and  to  meddle  with 
no  other  bussiness,  and  recomends  to  the  whoU  members  here  present  to 
attend  the  forsaid  dayet. 

Renunciation  by  the  burgh  of  Tayn  of  part  of  the  commonty  of  Mort- 

wichmoir,  dated   15th  May  1699  ;  referred  to  in  the  21  act  of  the 

general  convention,  1707. 

Tayn,  renunci-         This  deed  narrates  that  an  action  of  declarator  and  molestation  had  been 

commonty'^'     raised  by  George,  viscount  of  Tarbat,  against  the  burgh,  pretending  right  to  the 

17  May  1699.     lands  of  Morvichmoir  and  also  a  counter  action  by  the  burgh  against  him,  and 

that  the  dispute  had  been  settled  by  the  viscount  agreeing  to  pay  to  the  burgh 

1000  merks  Scots  in  consider  of  this  renunciation.    The  burgh  therefor  renounced 

any  right  they  had  to  "  that  part  of  Morvichmoir  which  lyes  within  that  stryp  or 

shannell  which  runs  north  of  Newtoun  of  Lochslene  as  the  sea  flowes  in  at  the 

highest  streams  to  Balnagall,  and  by  the  lands  of  Balnagall  to  the  houses  of  Pit- 

nilzies,  and  from  thence  to  the  northwest  house  of  Pitnilzie  now  possest  be  John 
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M'Eauteir  ther,  and  from  thence  to  a  marked  hill  in  the  midle  of  Knockinattine,  EDrsBURGH. 
and  from  thence  to  the  sea  in  a  direct  lyne  to  the  house  of  Dunrobine,  and  as  the        ^^ 
march    stons    are   to  be   sett   ther   shall    run,  and    that    to   and  in   the   speciall  "^^y^'  renunci- 
favours  of  the  said  George,  viscount  of  Tarbatt,  his  heirs  and  successors  whatsom-  commonty. 
ever,    as    their    property  in  all    times    hereafter,  and    this    alluayes  with    the  17  May  1699. 
reservations    and    conditions    follouing,    viz.,    that     any    right     pretended     be 
the  heretors  and  inhabitants  of  Invercathie  to  the  saids  lands  of  Morvichmoir  is 
hereby  reserved  as  accords  of  the  law,  as  alse  that  that  part  of  Morvichmoir 
bewest  the  said  march  stons  shall  in  all  time  coming  be  commontie  to  ws  the  saids 
magistrats  counsell  and  community  of  the  said  btirgh  and  to  the  said  George, 
viscount  of  Tarbat,  and  his  forsaids  as  the  same  was  formerly  in  use  and  wont.'' 

There  is  here  recorded  disposition  by  the  burgh  of  Queensferry  to  William  Disposition  by 
Patersone  of  a  tenement  of  land  in  the  burgh  partly  ruinous,  dated  1 7  November  pateraon"^  ° 
1699,  referred  to  in  the  22d  act  of  the  foregoing  general  convention.     The  price  17  November 
paid  is  600  marks  Scots.  1^^^- 

Meeting  ov  Committee  anent  Vnfree  Traders,  held  at 

Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  "Williain  Neilson  ;  Stirling,   John  .iSIrskin ;  Linlithgow,  James  Edinburgh. 
Bunckle ;   Kirkaldie,  James  Osuald ;  Dunbarton,  Sir  James  SmoUet ;  Annan,    '    ^  ^ 
Mr  William  Johnston.      (Twenty  burghs  blank.) 

17  July  1707. 

1 .  Sir  Samuel  M'Clellan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.  Having  considered  the  case  of  the  town  of  Dysert,  conform  to  the  remit  of  Dysert. 
last  general  convention,  the  committee  allowed  200  marks  Scots  "  for  rebuilding 

of  their  tolbuith  in  satisfactione  of  all  they  can  claim." 

Adjourned  General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

24  July  1707. 
The  generall  conveDtion  adjourned  from  the  tenth  instant  to  this  day  Edinbuegh. 
to  consider  the  affair  in  relatione  to  the  fleet  latly  gone  for  England,  hav-  petitions  the 
ing  mett  and  ther  being  a  petitione  presented  from  the  merchants  ouners  merchants. 
of  the  ships  and  cargoes  now  arrived  at  London  and  other  ports  in  Eng- 
land, wherof  the  tennor  foUoues  : — To  the  right  honorabill  the  convention 
of  royall  burrows,  the  petition  of  the  merchants  ouners  of  the  ships  and 
cargoes  now   arrived    at   London    and    other  ports   of  England,   humbly 
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^]'i™^KGH.     sheueth  : — That  wher  wee,  undersubscriving,  having  upon  the  faith  of  the 
'-  treaty  of  unione  sent  from  Scotland  to  England  severall  goods  and  mer- 

Petitione,  the      ,,.,,,,       .  i  r~i        ,        i   ,     p  pi 

merchants        chandice  alloued  to  be  imported  to  bcotland  beior  commencement  or  the 
unione,  and  which  were  entered  and  payed  her  Majesties  dutyes,  and  for 
which  befor  transportations  we  obtained  coasting  coquets  (a  coppy  quherof 
as  approven  by  the  atturney  generall  at  London  was  transmitted  to  the 
lords  of  thesaury  here   and  delyvered  by  them   to   the   officers  of  her 
Majesties  customes)  upon  quhich  we  had  good  ground  to  rest  secure,  yet  to 
our  great  surprise  we  have  informatione  that  not  only  our  ships  and  goods 
are  seized  but  the  goods  themselves  made  havock  of  and  imbaizled  (ex- 
pressly contrair  to  the  articles  of  union)  our  seamen  impressed  and   our 
ships  therby  rendered  useless,  which  treatment  is  so  unsupportable  that 
all  these  promised  advantages  by  the  union  are  like  to  be  so  many  traps 
to  ensnare  ws  which  in  end  must  turn  to  our  inevitable  ruine,  for  if  our 
effects  be  seised  and  our  ships  laid  up  and  taken  from  ws  by  violence  wher 
shall  we  have  any  hopes  left  ws  for  trade.      These  our  greivances  we  have 
thought  fitt  to  lay  befor  your  honours,  the  representatives  of  the  royall 
burrows  in  conventione  assembled,  that  yow  in  your  prudence  may  address 
her  Majestie  in  such  termes  as  the  present  emergent  of  so  much  import 
and   concern  to  the  natione  doth   require.      May  it  therfor  please   your 
honours  seriously  to  consider  of  what  we  have  above  represented  and  to 
lay  our  case  before  her  Majestie.      Which  being  considered  by  the  con- 
ventione, they  remitted  the  consideratione  therof  to  the  burghs  of  Edin- 
burgh, Dundie,  Stirling,  St.  Andrews,  Kirkaldie,  Montross,  Dunbarton  and 
Annan,  wherof  three  to    be   a   quorum,  as   a  committe  to  draw  up  ane 
address  to  be  presented  to  her  Majestie  in  relatione  to  the  said  affair, 
and  recomended  to  the  said  committe  to  take  advice  of  my  lord  advocat, 
Sir  David  Cuningham,  Sir  David  Dalrymple,  and  Mr  William  Black ;  and 
appointed  ther  agent  to  deburse  what  money  might  be   necessar  in  con- 
sulting the  said  affair  ;  and  accordingly  the  said  committee  brought  in  the 

Address  to  her  draught  of  ane  address,  the  tennor  wherof  folloues  :  To  the  Queens  most 
ajestie.  excellent  Majestie,  we  your  Majesties  most  loyall  and  dutyfull  subjects, 
the  generall  convention  of  the  royall  burrows  in  this  part  of  your  Majesties 
United  Kingdome  called  Scotland,  do  most  humbly  represent  that  having 
received  severall  grievous  complaints  from  the  trading  merchants  how  that 
they  upon  the  faith  of  the  late  treaty  of  union  betuixt  the  tuo  kingdomes, 
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ratified  in  both  their  parliaments,  have  from  severall  ports  of  Scotland  sent  ff  j^^""  y"? 
to  London  and  seuerall  ports  in  England  goods  and  merohandice  alloued  Adress  to  her 
to  be  imported  to  Scotland  and  actually  ther  imported  before  the  Union,  Majestie. 
for  which  they  not  only  payed  your  Majesties  duty  but  being  resolved  upon 
the  faith  of  the  said  treaty  to  send  them  to  England  after  due  delibera- 
tione  they  by  warrand  from  England  received  coast  coquets  and  other 
ordinary  documents  from  your  Majesties  commissioners  of  the  customes 
latly  established,  and  did  also  to  cutt  of  all  pretext  make  faith  befor  the 
lords  of  your  Majesties  thesaury  and  exchequer  and  other  judges  that  the 
goods  were  imported  for  their  own  propper  account  and  upon  their  own 
proper  risque.  Notwithstanding  wherof  they  have  very  surprising 
accounts  from  their  correspondents  in  England  that  the  commissioners  of 
your  Majesties  customes  ther  have  given  orders  to  seise  their  ships  and 
goods,  and  that  some  of  them  are  actually  seised  and  others  both  seised 
and  imbazled,  and  that  the  best  conditions  they  can  obtain  from  your 
Majesties  said  commissioners  in  England  are  that  they  should  give  security 
or  bail,  in  some  cases  for  ship  and  cargo  and  in  other  cases  for  paying  new 
and  high  dutyes  at  the  determination  of  the  British  parliament,  all  which 
being  in  our  humble  apprehensione  nothing  agreeable  but  contrary  to  the 
faith  of  the  said  articles  of  treaty  and  a  manifest  disappointment  of  these 
advantages  and  incouragements  that  we  still  did  and  do  firmly  promise 
ourselves  from  your  Majesties  royall  justice  and  most  gracious  government, 
and  with  all  such  visible  hardships  as  must  be  the  loss  and  even  the  ruin 
of  many  honnest  traders  who  cannot  bear  their  ships  and  goods  to  be  thus 
incumbered  by  bail  and  law  sutes  or  double  and  high  dutyes  and  withall 
subjected  to  the  delay  and  hazard  of  uncertain  determinationes.  We 
cannot  but  in  the  greatest  submission  wherof  we  are  capable,  and  with  a 
yet  greater  confidence  of  your  Majesties  royall  justice  and  goodness,  wherof 
we  have  had  so  great  and  innumerable  proofs,  lay  the  case  befor  your 
Majestie  as  it  is,  viz.,  that  by  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Union  the 
tuo  kingdomes  are  for  ever  united  into  one  after  the  first  of  May  last, 
which  plainly  after  that  day  excludes  the  very  notion  of  importatione  or 
importers  betuixt  them  and  all  former  restrictions  and  penalties  imposed 
therupon  ;  and  by  the  fourth  article  it  is  agreed  that  all  the  subjects  of 
the  said  United  Kingdome  shall  from  and  after  the  union  have  full  free- 
dome  and  intercourse  of  trade  to  and  from  any  port  or  place  within  the 
2  3  G 
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Edinburgh. 
24  July  1707. 

PetitioTie,  the 
raerchants 
adress  to  her 
Majeatie. 


Letters  to 
court. 


said  United  Kingdome,  and  that  thair  be  a  communicatione  of  all  other 
rights  and  priviledges  which  do  or  may  belong  to  the  subjects  of  either 
kingdome,  by  which  it  is  plain  that  we  haue  the  same  priviledge  to  trans- 
port our  effects,  notwithstanding  of  former  restraints,  from  one  part  of 
Brittain  to  another,  which  your  Majesties  subjects  of  Berwick,  Newcastle, 
Bristoll,  &c.,  do  enjoy,  in  importing  now  to  Scotland  without  any  control! 
all  such  goods  both  of  English  and  forreign  manufactur  and  grouth  as 
were  befor  the  union  expressly  prohibit  by  our  laws ;  and  farder  by  the 
tuenty  fifth  and  last  article  of  the  said  treaty  it  is  statut  and  enacted  that 
all  laws  and  statuts  in  either  kingdome,  so  far  as  they  are  contrary  to  and 
inconsistent  with  the  articles  of  the  union,  shall  from  and  after  the  unione 
cease  and  become  void,  wherby  it  evidently  appears  that  the  prohibitions 
and  restrictions  that  might  have  been  of  force  on  either  side  whill  we 
were  seperat  kingdomes  are  now  made  void  and  for  ever  to  ceas.  Being 
then  founded  upon  such  clear  and  evident  grounds,  and  yet  much  more 
upon  the  assuring  experiences  that  we  have  aluise  had  of  your  Majesties 
justice,  equity,  and  unparalleled  goodness,  we  do  with  all  submission  and 
humility  beseech  and  obtest  your  Majestie  that  you  would  be  pleased  to 
give  such  orders  to  your  high  thesaurer  and  commissioners  of  customes 
and  others  in  England  that  the  aforsaid  heavy  and  vexatious  grievances 
may  be  remeeded  and  removed,  that  so  the  hearts  and  interests  of  all 
your  good  subjects  may  be  united,  to  your  Majesties  satisfactione  and  per- 
petuall  glory.  Signed  at  Edinburgh  the  25  July  1707  years,  in  name 
and  by  appointment  of  the  conventione,  by.  Sic  subscrihitur :  Sa. 
M'Clellan,  'presea.  Which  address  being  considered  by  the  conventione, 
they  unanimously  approved  therof  and  appointed  Sir  Samuell  M'Clellan, 
lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  their  preses,  to  signe  the  same  in  their  name, 
and  letters  to  be  written  to  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Queensberry,  his  grace 
the  Duke  of  Roxburgh,  the  principal  secretaries  of  state,  and  Mr  Gilbert 
Steuart,  merchant,  and  signed  by  their  said  preses ;  and  doubles  of  the 
said  address  to  be  transmitted  in  the  saids  letters ;  and  appointed  the 
principall  signed  address  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Earle  of  Marr,  secretary 
of  state,  attending  for  the  time,  in  order  to  be  laid  befor  her  Majestie. 

Folloues  the  tennor  of  the  said  letters  : — May  it  please  your  The 

convention  of  the  royall  burrows  having  received  from  severall  merchants 
the  surprising  account  of  their  ships  being  seized  and  goods  imbazled  at 
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London,  does  oblige  ws  to  send  our  humble  address  to  her   Majestie,  Edinburgh. 

wherof  your hes  the  just  coppy  inclosed  in  behalf  of  these  persons  — ^ '- 

concerned,  who  as  they  are  very  numerous  so  many  of  them  hes  a  great  court. 
part  if  not  all  their  estates  at  the  stake  and  your may  easily  con- 
sider how  amusing  it  is  and  what  may  be  the  consequents  if  not  timously 
renieeded.      The  conventione,  from    the  many  proofs   they  have    had    of 

your favour  to  the  royall  borrows,  doe  humbly  desire  and  expect  that, 

upon  this  extraordinary  exigence,  yow  will  be  pleased  to  grant  your  assist- 
ance for  extricating  ws  of  the  present  difficulty  which  as  it  will  be  a  most 

seasonable  help  to  your oun  native  countrey,  so  ane  singular  obliga- 

tione  upon  the  royall  burrous  on  all  occasions  to  acknouledge,  may  it 
please,  etc.  Postscript  for  the  secretaries  :— Your  lordships  may  be 
pleased  to  direct  your  return  to  the  provest  of  Edinburgh  who  will  call 
the  committe  of  the  royall  burrows  appointed  for  trade,  and  communicat 
to  them  your  lordships  ansuer.  The  address  and  letters  are  to  be  sent 
auay  this  night  by  a  flying  packet. 

Meeting    of   Committee    anent    Unfree    Traders,   held  a^EMNBUEOH. 

T-,  "^  '5  August  1707. 

JiiDINBUEGH, 

Edinburgh,  William  Neilsone  ;  Aberdeen,  Mr  William  Black  ;  Stirling,  John  Sederunt. 
Erskine ;    Dumbarfcoun,    Sir  James    Smollett ;    Bamf,   Sir    Alexander   Ogilvie. 
[Twenty  burghs  hlank\. 

5  August  1707. 

1 .  Sir  Samuel  M'Clellan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  j)reses.  Preses. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  Frasersburgh  and  to  see  the  proportion  of  Frasersburgh. 
unfree  trade  undertaken  by  the  town  equally  imposed. 

3.  Instructed  the  agent  to  cite  the  towns  of  Dalkeith,  Prestonpanns,  and  Towns  to  be 
Borroustounness  to  appear  before  the  committee  on  Tuesday  next. 

4.  Ordained  the  agent  to  advance  to  the  burgh  of  Bruntisland  a  sum  not  Bruntisland, 
exceeding   £50    sterling,   including   the   500    marks   Scots   formerly   given,   for 
repairing  their  harbour  and  pier,  the  inhabitants  being  required  "  to  contribute 

their  pains  gratis  touards  the  said  reparatione." 

5.  Sir  Samuell  M'Clellan,  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh,  produced  to  the  ^e^sTcretaries 
committe  ane  misive  letter   direct  to  them  from  the  Earle  of  Marr,  one  ^f  ^^tate  and 

others. 
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5  Au^usTfro?  °^  ^^^  principall  secretaries  of  state,  another  from  the  Earl  of  Loudoun, 
Letters  from  *^®  Other  principall  secretary  of  state,  a  third  from  Sir  David  Nairn,  under 
the  secretaries  secretary,  and  a  fourth  from  Gilbert  Steuart,  merchant,  all  informing  that 
others.  the   presenting  the   burrows    adress   to   the    Queen   was    delayed    till   it 

appeared  what  would  be  the  event  of  the  conference  betuixt  the  mer- 
chants and  attorney  and  solicitors  generall,  to  whom  the  merchants  peti- 
tione  was  remitted  by  the  Queen  and  counsell,  and  also  assuring  that 
nothing  should  be  wanting  on  their  parts  to  advance  the  interest  of  the 
natione  in  this  junctur. 

6.  The  committe,  upon  a  representatioun  from  severall  merchants, 
representing  that  they  had  gott  severall  citations  to  compear  befor  the 
lords  of  her  Majesties  exchequer  anent  their  trading,  do  appoint  Sir 
Eobert  Forbes,  agent  to  the  royall  burrows,  and  Mr  William  Black, 
advocat,  to  concurr  with  and  assist  the  merchants  in  their  defences  in  the 
terms  of  law. 


Assistance  to 
merchants. 


Sederunt. 


Preses. 

Equivalent 
money. 


Meeting  op  Committee  appointed  by  the  35th  act  of  last 
General  Convention^  held  at  Edinburgh. 

1  September  1707. 

Edinburgh,  William  Neilsone  ;  Perth,  James  Crie  ;  Aberdeen,  Mr  William 
Black ;  Stirling,  John  iErskin  ;  Glasgow,  John  Aird  ;  Dumfreis,  William  Cop- 
land ;  Bamf,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnston. 

1.   Sir  Samuel  M'Clellan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  The  committe  having  mett  in  order  to  call  for  the  certificat  of  the 
burrows  subscription  for  three  thousand  pounds  sterling  in  the  Indian 
Companies  books,  and  for  payment  of  what  is  due  to  them  theranent,  the 
said  committe  do  hereby  give  warrand  to  Sir  Eobert  Forbes,  agent  to  the 
royall  burrows,  to  receive  the  said  certificat  from  the  said  company. 


Edinbubgh. 
1  September 
1707. 


Sederunt. 


Meeting   of   Committee    anent   Unfree 

Edinburgh. 


Traders,   held  at 


Edinburgh,  William  Neilson ;  Perth,  James  Crie ;  Aberdeen,  Mr  William 
Black  ;  Stirling,  John  ^rskine ;  Glasgow,  John  Aird ;  Dumfreis,  William 
Copland  ;   Bamf,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie  ;   Annan,  Mr  William  Johnstone. 
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1  September  17  07. 
1.  The  commissioners  appointed  by  the  13th  act  of  the  general  convention  in 


Edinburgh. 
1  September 
1707. 


July  1706  having  made  their  report,  and  the  committee  having  seen  the  council  ■^fVji!^™^'^' 
book  of  the  burgh,  they  again  appointed  a  committee  to  meet  at  Jedburgh  on  15th 
October  next,  to  endeavour  to  compose  all  differences  amongst  the  inhabitants  of 
the  burgh  in  relation  to  their  public  concerns,  and  to  inquire  into  the  condition 
thereof  and  report  to  next  general  convention. 

2.    The  committe  for  manageing  the  equivalent  approve  of  the  calcul  Proportions  of 
made,  by  John  Dicksone,  accomptant  to  the  good  toun  of  Edinburgh,  of    ®®i"'™®"  • 
each  of  the  royall  burghs  proportions,  conforme  to  the  taxt  rolls  at  the 
time  of  the  respective  advances,  and  appointed  the  same  to  be  recorded  and 
to  be  the  standart  of  each  burghs  payment,  wherof  the  tennor  foUoues: — 


1st  Moyete.* 

2nd  &  3rd  Moyete.t 

4:th  Moyete.t 

TotaUs. 

e         s.      D. 

6          s. 

D. 

£         a.      D. 

£            S.        D. 

Edinburgh     . 

4,648  16    0 

2,820     0 

0 

986  10     0 

8,455      6     0 

Perth      . 

431     5    0 

169     4 

0 

96     0     0 

696     9     0 

Dun  die  . 

670  16     0 

282     0 

0 

113  15     6 

1,066  11     6 

Aberdeen 

869  13     0 

317     5 

0 

148     5     0 

1,335     3     0 

Stirling  . 

206     0    0 

77  11 

0 

41  17     0 

325     8     0 

Linlithgow     . 

186  17    0 

105  15 

0 

36  18  10 

329  10  10 

St  Andrews   . 

86    5     0 

28     4 

0 

11     1     8 

127  10    8 

Glasgow 

2,156     5     0 

1,057  10 

0 

419  12     6 

3,633     7     6 

Air 

153     6    0 

75     4 

0 

27     9  10 

255  19  10 

Haddiugtoun 

230    0     0 

77  11 

0 

28     6    4 

335  17     4 

Dysert    . 

35  18    0 

10  11 

0 

3  13  10 

50     2  10 

Kirkcaldie     . 

345     0    0 

115     3 

0 

37  15    4 

497  18     4 

Montross 

287  10    0 

94    0 

0 

59     2     0 

440  12     0 

Couper  . 

129     7    0 

52  17 

0 

18     9     4 

201     3     4 

Anstruther  Easter 

21  11     0 

7     1 

0 

3  13  10 

32     5  10 

Dumfreia 

275  10    0 

136     6 

0 

50     9     8 

462     5     8 

Inverness 

215  12     0 

77  11 

0 

51  14     4 

344  17     4 

Burntisland    . 

86     5     0 

21     3 

0 

7     7     8 

114  15     8 

Inerkeithing  . 

35  18     0 

17  12 

0 

6     3     2 

59  13     2 

Kinghorn 

50     6     0 

24  13 

0 

8  12    4 

83  11     4 

Brichen 

64  13     0 

24  13 

0 

8  12    4 

97  18     4 

Irving    . 

71  17     0 

35     5 

0 

12  18     6 

120    0     6 

*  1st  Moyete,  £9000  ;  annualrent  therof  from  1st  of  August  1698  to  1st  May  1707,  £3937,  10s. 

t  2ad  Moyete,  £2700;  annualrent  therof  to  the  ]st  May  1707,  £1129,  10s.  3rd  Moyete 
£1800  ;  annualrent  therof  from  Whitsunday  1699  to  1st  May  1707,  £716,  53. 

J  4th  Moyete,  £1800  ;  annualrent  therof  from  Mertinmas  1699  and  Candlemas  1700  to  the 
1st  of  May  1707,  £663,  123. 
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Edinbuhoh. 
1  September 
1707. 

Proportions  of 
the  equivalent. 


1st  Moyete. 

2nd  Moyet 

e. 

3rd  Moyete, 

Totalis. 

£         s. 

D. 

£            8. 

D. 

£            S.        D. 

£            S.        D. 

Jedburgh 

122     3 

0 

91  13 

0 

32     0     4 

246    0    0 

Kirkudbright 

43     2 

0 

21     3 

0 

7     7  10 

71  12  10 

Wigtown 

43     2 

0 

21     3 

0 

7    7  10 

71  12  10 

Pittenweem   . 

35  18 

0 

10  11 

0 

8  12     6 

55     1     6 

Dumfermling 

107  16 

0 

49     7 

0 

24  12     6 

181  15     6 

Anstruther  Westei 

7     3 

0 

3  10 

0 

1     4    6 

11  17     6 

Selkirk  . 

86     5 

0 

35     5 

0 

12     6     4 

133  16    4 

Dunbartoun 

35  18 

0 

17  12 

0 

6  15     4 

60    5    4 

Renfrew 

43     2 

0 

14     2 

0 

6     3    2 

63     7    4 

Dunbar 

71  17 

0 

28    4 

0 

9  17     0 

109  18    0 

Lanerk  . 

71  17 

0 

31  14 

0 

12     6     4 

115  17    4 

Aberbrothock 

64  13 

0 

24  13 

0 

7    7    8 

96  13    8 

Elgin      . 

165     6 

0 

63     9 

0 

30  15  10 

259  10  10 

Peebles  . 

79     1 

0 

35     5 

0 

12     6     4 

126  12    4 

CraiU     . 

43     2 

0 

14    2 

0 

4  18    6 

62    2    6 

Tain       . 

35  18 

0 

14    2 

0 

4  18     6 

54  18     6 

Culross  . 

28  15 

0 

10  11 

0 

3  13  10 

42  19  10 

Bamff    . 

50    6 

0 

21     3 

0 

7    7    8 

78  16    8 

Whitbem 

9  11 

8 

3  10 

6 

4  18     6 

18    0    8 

Forfar    . 

28  15 

0 

10  11 

0 

3  13  10 

42  19  10 

Eothesay 

35  18 

0 

17  12 

0 

6     3    2 

59  13    2 

Nairn     . 

10  15 

0 

3  10 

6 

3  13  10 

17  19    4 

Forras    . 

28  15 

0 

10  11 

0 

7    7    8 

46  13    8 

Buthglen 

14     7 

6 

7     1 

0 

3  13  10 

25     2    4 

Northberwick 

7     3 

10 

3  10 

6 

1     4    8 

11  19    0 

CuUen    . 

9  11 

8 

3  10 

6 

1     4    8 

14    6     2 

Lauder  . 

35  18 

10 

17  12 

0 

6    3     2 

59  14    0 

KUrenny 

9  11 

8 

3  10 

6 

14    6 

14    6    8 

Annan   . 

14     1 

6 

7    1 

0 

2    9    4 

23  17  10 

Loobmaben 

21  11 

4 

3  10 

6 

14    8 

26     6     6 

Sanquhar 

7     3 

10 

3  10 

6 

1     4     8 

11  19    0 

NeugaUauay 

7    3 

10 

3  10 

6 

14    8 

11  19    0 

Dinguall 

9  11 

8 

3  10 

6 

14    8 

14    6  10 

Dornock 

21  11 

4 

3  10 

6 

14    8 

26     6     6 

Queensferry 

64  13 

8 

24  13 

0 

8  12     6 

97  19     2 

Fortrose 

21  11 

4 

7     1 

0 

2    9    4 

31     1     8 

Kintoiv 

10  15 

8 

3  10 

6 

14    8 

15  10    2 

Inverurie 

28  15 

0 

3  10 

6 

1     4    8 

33  10    2 

Innerarie 

14     7 

6 

3  10 

6 

1     4    8 

19     2    8 

Week     . 

23  19 

2 

10  11 

0 

3  13  10 

38    4    0 

Kirkwall 

86    5 

0 

42     6 

0 

14  15     6 

143    6    6 

Inverbervie 

7    3 

8 

3  10 

6 

1     4    8 

11  18  10 

Stranraer 

14     7 

6 

7     1 

0 

2    9     4 

23  17  10 

12,937  10 

"o" 

6,345  15 

0 

2,463  12     0 

21,746  17    0 
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Meetino  op  Committee  appointed  by  the  Both  act  of  last     f  g^temw 
General  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh.  i^ot^ 


2  September  1707. 

Edinburgh,  William  Neilsone  ;  Perth,  James  Crie  ;  Aberdeen,  Mr  William  sederunt. 
Black ;     Stirling,    John    ^rskin  ;    Glasgow,    John    Aird ;     Diimfireis,   William 
Copland  ;  Bamf,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnston. 

1 .  Sir  Samuell  M'Clellan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses 

2.  Authorised  the  agent  to  "  uplift  and  receive  from  the  commissioners  of  the  j^„ent  to  re- 
equivalent  what  shall  be  due  to  the  saids  burrows,  conforme  to  their  subscription  oeive  money. 
for  three  thousand  pounds  sterling  in  the  Affrican  Companies  books." 

3.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  the  burghs  their  respective  shares  of  the  Agent  to  pay- 
equivalent  "conforme  to  the  calcuiU  already  made  and  recorded  in  the  burrow  book."  ^"^^S^'  sliares. 

4.  The  committe,  upon  a  representation  by  the  provest  of  Glasgow  impost  on 
that  it  appeared  by  the  public  prints  that  the  parliament  of  Ireland  j^nd! " 
designed  to  impose  six  pence  sterling  per  elln  of  all  linnen  imported  to 
Ireland,  which  would  be  prejudicial!  to  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdome, 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committe  that  my  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh,  with 
any  other  of  the  committe  in  toun,  may  address  the  chancellor  or  counsell 
that  they  would  interpose  to  prevent  so  great  a  prejudice  to  otir  linnen 
manufactory. 

Meeting   of   Committee  for  Advancing    Trade,  appointed  ^rs^vRan. 
by   the  BAth  act  of  last  General    Convention,  held  at  1707.°^" 
Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  William  Neilson ;  Perth,  James  Crie  ;  Dundie,  George  Yeaman  ;  Sederunt. 
Stirling,   John   ^rskin ;    Glasgow,    John    Aird ;    Kirkaldie,    James    Oswald  j 
Dunbar,  Robert  Kellie. 

8  October  1707. 

1 .  Sir  Samuell  M'Clellan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.  The  committee  appointed  the  missive  letter  direct  to  the  lord  pro-  Lgj^erfrom 
vest  of  Edinburgh  from  the  Earle  of  Marr,  one  of  the  principall  secretaries  Secretary  of 
of  state,  dated  the  fifth  of  August  last  to  be  recorded,  whereof  the  tennor 
followes  : — My  lord,  since  my  last,  the  Duke  of  Queensberry,  the  Earle  of 
Loudoun,  and  I,  were  at  Windsore  about  the  affair  of  the  Scots  merchants. 
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Edinburgh. 
8  October 
1707. 

Letter  from 
Secretary  of 
State. 


Becommenda- 
tion  to  call  a 
conventione. 


Wee  waited  on  the  Queen  and  the  treasurer  and  told  what  was  the 
lawers  oppinion  in  this  affair  who  the  merchants  had  consulted.  The 
attorney  and  solicitor  generall  had  a  report  ready  to  give  in  to  the  Queen 
in  councill  of  what  had  past  betuixt  the  merchants  and  them,  but  upon 
our  talking  with  them  they  said  if  the  merchants  lawyers  and  they  were 
mett  they  doubted  not  but  they  would  come  to  ane  agreement  to  both 
their  likeings,  so  it  was  thought  expedient  to  delay  giving  in  their  report 
till  once  this  meeting  was  over,  which  the  merchants  approved  of  How- 
ever, we  thought  we  could  not  keep  the  address  any  longer  in  our  hands 
without  presenting  it  to  her  Majestic,  so  the  Duke  of  Queensberry  and 
the  Earle  of  Loudoun  and  I  waited  on  the  Queen  with  it  and  read  it  to 
her.  She  was  pleased  to  give  this  answer  that  it  would  alwayes  be  her 
care  to  see  the  articles  of  the  Union  observed  and  particularly  what 
concern'd  the  royall  burrowes.  As  to  the  particular  for  which  they  addrest 
she  had  put  that  affair  in  such  a  method  that  she  hopt  would  end  quickly 
to  their  satisfactione. 

In  talking  we  were  told  that  there  was  a  necessity  to  have  this  affair 
put  in  some  way  of  examinatione  that  those  to  whom  the  goods  belonged 
might  be  discovered,  to  the  end  that  those  who  are  not  Scotsmen  might 
not  shelter  themselves  under  that  cloke  and  so  hurt  the  fair  traders  both 
of  Scotland  and  England.  This  imbara  of  the  trade  at  the  beginning  of 
the  union  was  very  unluckie,  but  it  can  never  happen  againe,  and  since 
the  occasion  of  it  was  not  to  prejudge  the  fair  traders,  but  otherwayes, 
and  will  be  now,  I  hope,  accomodat,  I  hope  ther  will  be  no  more  uneasi- 
ness about  it  in  Scotland.  The  Queen  hes  all  along  shown  all  the  desire 
imaginable  to  have  this  affair  adjusted,  and  these  two  lords  and  I  have 
been  at  all  the  pains  we  could  and  used  all  our  interest  to  have  it 
determined  to  the  satisfactione  of  our  countrey,  and  as  it  was  our  duty 
so  T  assure  you  we  shall  continue  in  this  and  every  thing  ells  so  farr  as 
in  our  pouer.  You'll  communicat  this  to  the  conventione  of  the  royall 
burrows,  and  I  am,  my  lord,  your  most  humble  servant.  Sic  subucribitur  : 
Mar. 

9  October  1707. 

3.  The  committe  considering  that  the  parliament  of  Great  Brittain  is 
shortly  to  meet,  do  therefor  recomend  to  Sir  Samuell  M'Clellan,  lord  pro- 
vest  of  Edinburgh,  to  call  a  conventione,  pro  re  nata,  to  meet  at  Edin- 
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burgh    the  eighteen   day  of  November  next,   in  order  to  consider  what  5?J'i''v!''?"' 
relates  to  the  trade  of  this  part  of  the  United   Kingdome   or  what  con-  1707. 


cems  the  estate  of  the  royall  burrows,  and  that  the  said  lord  provest  by  Reoommenda- 
the  missive  acquaint  each   burgh  to  send   up   their  representative  fully  convention. 
instructed  theranent,  and  also  as  to  what  concerns  the  trade  of  each  par- 
ticular burgh  and  countries  therabout. 

4.  The  committe  recomends  to  Sir  Samuell  M'Clellan,  lord  provest  of  Recommenda- 
Edinburgh,  to  write  to   Sir   Patrick   Johnston,  late   provest  of  the  said  p°aMok  john- 
burgh,  after  his  arrivall  at  London,  intreating  his  uttmost  care  in  what  ^*'°"- 
concerns  the  merchants  in  this  part  of  the  United  Kingdome,  the  trade 

in  generall  or  estate  of  the  royall  burghs  thair,  and  for  doing  the  same 
more  effectually  to  call  for  the  assistance  of  the  other  representatives  of 
North  Brittain,  and  to  acquaint  the  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh  from  time 
to  time  with  what  occurs  theranent. 

5.  It  being  represented  by  severall  members  of  the  committe  that  Exactions  by 
diverse  illegal  exactions  are  made  upon  the  Hedges  by  the  officers  of  the  customhouses, 
custome  houses,  therfor  the  committe  recomends  to   the  lord  provest  of 
Edinburgh  to  take  care  that  some  of  the  members   of  the  committe  doe 

lay  the  same  before  the  commissioners  of  the  customes  in  order  to  have 
the  same  redressed. 

Meeting  of  Committee  held  at  Edinburgh.  Edinburgh. 

23  October 

23  October  1707.  "*'^- 

1.  Sir  Samuell  M'Clellan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.   Anent  the  petitione  given  in  be  Thomas   Donaldson  of  Kinairdy,  Complaint 
merchant,   burges  of  Elgin,  for  himself  and  these  that  adhere  to  him,  wrongous 
shewing  that  wher  upon  differences  arising  in  our  burgh  and  applicatione  Birin°°™ 
made  to  tlie  conventione  of  burrows,  ther  was  by  their  appointment  a  sett 
and  rule  of  electione  and  government  made   for  the  burgh   in  the  year 
j""  vij"  and  five,  wherby  we  judged  that  all  differences  might  have  been 
prevented  in  time  coming,  but  now  at  this  last  electione,  when  we  thought 
to  have  proceeded  orderly  and  peaceably  conforme  to  the  said  sett,  a  party 
amongst  us  did  faction  sly  so  influence  the  elections  and  cary  the  magis- 
tracy that  we,  tho  the  plurality,  viz.,  of  nyn  of  seventen,  are  in  a  manner 
excluded,  for  the  forsaid  party  contriving  how  to  cary  it  did   not  only 
2  3  H 


426 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Edinburgh. 
23  October 
1707. 

Complaint 
against 
wrongous 
election  in 
Elgin. 


admitt  non  residenters  to  be  elected  contrairy  to  our  sett  and  assume  two 
votts  for  one  to  their  chairman  without  any  necessity,  and  likewise  chuse 
a  perfect  novice  to  be  a  baillie  who  had  neither  been  counsellor  or  so 
much  as  residenter  in  the  burgh  save  since  June  last,  on  purpose  to 
strengthen  their  factione,  but  farder,  they  knowing  or  fearing  that  we 
would  make  the  plurality,  they  procured  Alexander  Innes,  one  of  our 
number,  to  be  shut  up  within  walls  as  he  was  coming  to  the  elections, 
and  ther  detained  him  forcibly,  and  albeit  this  was  immediately  represented 
to  the  provest  and  the  meeting  that  they  might  take  off  the  restraint  yet 
they  refused  to  doe  it,  as  ane  instrument  taken  therupon  testifies  ;  whereby 
it  is  evident  that  they  made  the  said  violence  their  own  and  did  ratihabit 
the  said  restraint,  which  plainly  renders  their  proceeding  therafter  void  ; 
and  now  seeing  the  conventione  of  burrows  did  wisely  provyde  that  differ- 
ences and  debates  of  this  nature  should  be  brought  before  the  conventione 
and  by  them  terminat,  and  we  being  most  willing  to  acquiesce  to  the 
judgement  of  the  conventione,  for  the  good  and  peace  of  the  place,  wher- 
by  necessary  it  is  for  us  to  have  your  honours  warrand  to  intimat  this 
our  complaint  to  the  other  party,  and  to  advertise  them  to  compear  and 
make  ansuer  before  your  honours,  therfor  craving  the  commite  to  consider 
the  complaint  and  to  grant  warrand  to  them  to  intimat  the  same  to  Mr 
William  Sutherland,  provest,  and  the  rest  of  his  adherents,  that  they  may  be 
ready  to  answer  at  the  meeting  of  the  burrows  in  November  next,  and  to 
ordain  the  said  Mr  William  Sutherland  and  his  adherents  in  the  mean- 
time to  see  and  ansuer  that  the  burrows  give  judgement  for  setleing  the 
present  difference  in  finding  the  forsaid  wrongous  electione  void  and 
ordaining  a  new  one,  agreeable  to  the  said  sett  and  the  constitudone  of 
the  burgh,  as  the  petitione  bears.  Which  being  considered  by  the  com- 
mitte,  they  granted  the  desire  therof,  and  ordained  the  same  to  be  intimat 
and  a  full  double  therof  given  to  the  said  Mr  William  Sutherland  for  himself 
and  his  adherents,  and  allowed  him  and  them  to  send  up  any  one  of 
their  number  sufficiently  instructed  for  the  rest  to  ansuer  to  the  above 
complaint  and  underlye  the  judgement  of  the  royall  burrows,  and  that 
upon  the  eighten  day  of  November  next,  at  Edinburgh,  where  the  royall 
burrows  meet,  with  continuatione  of  days  ;  as  also  gave  warrand  to  cite 
witnesses  against  the  said  day. 
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Particular  Convention  held  at  Edinburgh.  fifl?'"'''"?- 

18  November 
1707. 
Edinburgh,  William  Neilson  and  John  Mirrie  ;   Perth,  James  Crie  :   Dundie, 

George  Yearaan  ;  Aberdeen,   John   Ross  ;   Stirling,   John  ^Slrskin  ;   Linlithgow, 

James  Buncle  ;  Glasgow,  Robert  Rodger;  Hadington,  Alexander  Edgar;  Dysert, 

John  Black;  Kirkaldie,  James  Oswald ;  Anstruther  Easter,  James  Graham;  Dan- 

freis,  William  Copland  ;   Inverness,   Mr  Alexander  Clark  ;   Innei'keithing,  James 

Dudgeon  ;  Breichen,  Mr  James  Graham  ;  Irving,  Mr  John  Marshell ;   Jedburgh, 

John  Smith  ;   Kirkudbright,  Hugh   FuUerton  ;   Bitten weem,  Mr  Robert  Cook  ; 

Dunfermling,   John   Veitch ;    Selkirk,    Robert    Scott ;    Dunbarton,    Sir    James 

Smollet ;     Dunbar,    William    Faa ;     Lanerk,    William    Inglis  ;     Peebles,    John 

Tueedy ;   Craill,  Henry  Craufoord  ;   Bamf,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie  ;   Rothesay,  Mr 

Dougall  Steuart ;  Forras,  John  Findlay  ;  Northberuick,  Sir  Hugh   Dalrymple  ; 

Lauder,    Sir    David    Cunningham  ;     Kilrenny,    James    Peacock  ;     Annan,    Mr 

William    Johnstone  ;    Queensferry,   James    Dalgleish ;   Week,  Jamas  Murray  ; 

Campbeltoiin,  Mr  Neill  Campble.      (Twenty-nine  burghs  blank.) 

18  November  1707. 

1.  Sir  Samuell  M'Clellan,  lord  provost  of  E;]inburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.  Approved  of  the  whole  commissions.      Members  who  had  not  previously  Members 
qualified  took  the  oath  and  subscribed  the  assurance.  qaalitied. 

3.  Appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the   missive  and  what  overtures  may  Commute. 
be  remitted  to  them  for  the  encouragement  of  trade. 

25  November  1707. 
4.   Upon  a  report  from  the  comite  to  whom  the  consideratione  of  the  Overtures 

.      .  -11  ■  If.  approve!!. 

present  missive  was  remitted,  the  conventione  approved  of  several!  over- 
tures for  the  encouragement  of  trade  to  be  presented  to  the  parliament, 
wherof  the  tennor  followes  : — Overtures  from  the  royall  burrows  of  Scot- 
land for  the  encouragement  of  trade.  (1°)  That  ther  be  payed  for  each 
hundred  of  codd,  ling,  or  syth  fish,  either  dry  or  in  pyle,  being  tuelve  and 
within  eighteen  inches  long,  ane  premium  of  sixteen  shillings  and  eight 
pence  to  the  exporter  as  the  just  proportione  appointed  by  act  of  parlia- 
ment for  fishes  of  that  kind  of  a  greater  seize.  The  reasone  is  that  albeit 
the  act  of  parliament  ooly  mentions  a  drawback  upon  fishes  of  a  greater 
seize  yet  the  demand  for  the  smaller  seize  is  as  great  proportionally  in 
Malaga  and  some  other  ports  in  the  straits  as  ther  is  for  the  greater  fish 
and  must  be  cured  with  forreign  salt  as  well  as  the  other. 
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Edinbuegh. 
25  November 
1707. 

Overtures 
approven. 


(2°)  That  in  respect  it  hes  been  customary  in  this  part  of  the  Island 
to  export  cod,  ling,  and  syth  fish  in  barrell,  that  therfor  the  same  drau- 
back  be  alloued  for  each  barrell  of  codd,  ling  and  syth  when  exported  as 
is  allowed  for  the  herrings.  The  reasone  is  that  for  the  conveniency  of 
sorting  a  cargoe  ther  must  be  cod  barrelled  which  is  a  loss  to  the  merchant 
who  would  have  more  drauback  in  proportione  when  in  pyle  then  when 
barrelled,  also  ther  are  some  mercats  wher  barreled  codd  is  in  greater 
demand  then  in  pyle. 

(3°)  That  seeing  ther  arises  some  differences  anent  the  payment  of 
the  drauback  iipon  fish  cured  with  forreign  salt,  imported  befor  the  first 
of  May  last,  that  it  be  recomended  to  the  officers  of  the  custome  house 
to  pay  the  draubacks  without  distinctione  of  fishes  cured  in  the  terms  of 
the  articles  whither  the  salt  was  imported  befor  the  Union  or  since. 

(4°)  That  the  materialls  for  fishing  such  as  clapboard,  barrell  staves, 
and  hemp  for  netts  and  lines,  &c.,  be  continued  to  be  free  of  duty  as  for- 
merly. The  reason  is  that  by  the  laws  of  Scotland,  for  encouragement  of 
fishing,  which  is  the  most  valuable  branch  of  trade  and  every  way  beneficiall 
to  the  natione,  all  materialls  for  fishing  are  free  of  duty  ;  and  considering 
that  the  encouragement  of  fishing  will  be  a  nurserie  for  seamen  the  grant- 
ing therof  will  be  a  mean  both  to  encreass  shiping  and  seamen  to  the  great 
advantage  of  the  United  Kingdome. 

(5°)  That  seeing  by  the  articles  of  union  our  fish  must  be  cured  with 
forreign  salt,  and  that  we  have  litle  trade  with  Spain  or  Portugall,  that 
therfor  during  the  warr  we  may  be  allowed  to  import  forreign  salt  from 
any  place  not  in  enmity  with  her  Majestie.  The  reasone  is  we  are  not 
furnished  with  convenient  ships  for  bringing  salt  from  Spain  or  Portugall, 
and  the  act  of  navigatione  hath  been  dispenced  with  in  such  emergents,  as 
particularly  seuerall  species  of  goods  hath  been  aUoued  to  be  imported  from 
Holland  by  speciall  licences,  which  is  not  the  product  of  the  countrey. 

(6°)  That  none  but  her  Majesties  British  subjects  have  liberty  to  cure 
fish  for  export  upon  any  part  of  the  lands,  herbours,  or  creiks  of  this  United 
Kingdome  or  islands  therto  belonging.  The  reasone  is  the  Hamburghers 
and  others  set  up  a  trade  in  buying  and  curing  fish  in  Zetland  and  other 
places  and  import  to  these  places  all  sorts  of  forreign  commodities,  wherby 
not  only  our  natives  are  prejudged  but  also  her  Majesties  customes  in  these 
remott  parts  altogether  disappointed. 
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(7°)  The  salmond  fishing  being  one  of  the  most  valuable  branches  of  Edinburgh. 

i.      J       •        CI      ii        1      -i    •  1  n         1        T  1      25  November 

trade  in  bcotland,  it  is  reasonable  the  laws  therauent  should  not  only  1707. 
be  ratified  but  that  the  fynes  upon  killers  of  salmond  in  forbidden  tyme  Overtures 
and  the  destroyers  of  frye  or  smolts  of  salmond  should  also  be  augmented,  ''PP™''®"- 
and  the  laws  appointed  to  be  duly  execut,  and  wheras  formerly  the  pro- 
hibitione  of  killing  of  salmond  was  from  the  eight  of  September  to  the 
thirty  of  November,  it  is  thought  fitt  for  the  greater  benefite  of  fishing 
that  the  time  be  altered  and  the  prohibitione  commence  from  the  first  of 
September  and  continue  to  the  first  of  January  yearly,  and  that  the  laws 
relating  to  salmond  fishing  take  effect  on  the  river  of  Tueed  and  rivers  or 
waters  running  to  SoUauay  as  in  other  places.  It  is  also  convenient  that 
the  bind  of  the  salmond  barrell  in  Scotland  be  continued  as  being  most 
beneficiall  for  tade.  The  reasone  is,  wheras  formerly  ther  hes  been 
exported  from  Scotland  ten  thousand  barrells  of  salmond  yearly,  but  by 
the  killing  of  salmond  in  forbidden  time  and  destroying  of  smolts  this 
nationall  product  is  reduced  to  a  fourth  part  of  what  was  exported  befor 
the  Revolutione  ;  and  as  to  the  salmond  barrell,  experience  hes  proven 
that  the  fish  keep  much  better  and  more  free  from  gilting  in  a  lesser 
then  a  greater  bind  and  ther  is  great  difficulty  to  procure  barrell  staves 
for  a  greater  seize. 

(8°)  That  in  transporting  fishes  or  other  goods  from  one  part  of 
Brittain  to  another,  in  case  any  ship  shall  touch  at  any  port  by  the  way, 
the  productione  of  their  cocquet  should  free  them  of  any  further  trouble, 
either  by  seizur  or  areistment,  untill  they  come  to  the  port  of  discharge. 

(9°)  That  for  eucourageing  of  fishing,  all  oak  timber  and  plank 
imported  for  building  of  ships  should  be  free  of  duty.  The  reasone  is  we 
have  few  ships  convenient  for  our  trade,  and  in  respect  a  great  many 
have  been  taken  in  this  warr  and  that  we  have  not  oak  propper  for 
building  of  ships,  it  would  very  much  tend  to  the  encouragement  of  trade 
if  her  Majestie  would  dispence  with  the  duty  of  oak  timber  for  building 
of  ships,  which  aluayes  hath  been  alloued  for  encouragement  of  shipping  in 
this  part  of  the  Island. 

(10°)  For  encouragement  of  trade,  that  a  sufficient  number  of  men  of 
warr  or  friggots  be  appointed  to  remaine  in  the  northern  firths,  that 
upon  occasione  they  may  receive  orders  for  cruising  on  the  coasts  for 
convoying  ships  out  and'  in,  and  that  a  fort  be  built  at  Brassie  Sound   in 
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Zetland,  another  at  Kerstoun  in  Orkney  and  other  convenient  places  in 
the  west,  for  security  of  shiping  and  trade,  and  that  bassons  in  Leith  and 
Burntisland,  or  any  other  convenient  place  be  made,  and  navall  stores  be 
keeped  for  the  use  of  her  Majesties  ships.  The  reasone  is  that  the 
herbours  of  Brassie  Sound  in  Zetland  and  Kerstoun  in  Orkney  are  con- 
venient for  herbouring  the  greatest  fleets  and  ships  of  the  greatest 
burden,  and  all  ships  from  the  straits,  East  and  West  Indies,  that  come 
north  about,  or  the  Russia  fleet  from  Archangel,  may  harbour  at  these 
places,  and  if  fortified  might  lye  ther  conveniently  and  securely  to  the 
great  encouragement  of  trade  ;  as  also  the  having  of  cruizers  for  defence 
of  our  coast  will  prevent  considerable  losses,  we  having  sustained  great 
damnage  last  summer  for  want  of  cruizers  and  convoyes  to  secure  our  trade. 

(11°)  That  we  be  alloued  a  port  to  which  we  may  bring  wool  from 
Ireland  for  the  benefite  of  our  manufactories,  inregaird  South  Brittain 
hath  three  ports  for  the  importatione  of  wool  that  North  Brittain  may 
have  one  alloued  them.  The  reasone  is  that  we  cannot  consume  our  oun 
wool  in  manufactur  without  a  mixture  of  fyn  wool. 

(12°)  That  a  method  be  fallen  upon  for  the  ease  and  dispatch  of 
merchants  in  Scotland  in  procuring  certificats  of  plantatione  bonds,  Medi- 
teranian  and  Queens  passes,  protections,  &c.,  necessary  in  forraigne 
voyages.  The  reasone  is  that  befor  the  necessary  dispatches  can  be  pro- 
cured from  London,  ships  may  lose  the  opportunity  of  their  voyage. 

(13°)  That  for  encouragement  of  tanning,  the  exporting  of  bark  from 
Scotland  to  Ireland  or  any  wher  els  be  prohibit. 

(14°)  That  ther  be  a  further  prorogatione  of  the  exemptione  granted 
to  Scotland  of  the  duty  payable  for  coall,  water  born,  transported  from  one 
part  of  Scotland  to  another,  inrespect  of  the  many  navigable  rivers  of  this 
part  of  the  kingdome.  The  reasone  is  that  most  part  of  the  coal]  of 
Scotland  lyes  in  some  few  places  and  the  greater  part  of  the  same  cannot 
be  supplied  but  by  water  born  coall  which  will  be  ane  unsupportable  bur- 
den to  the  poor  if  any  duty  be  laid  thereon. 

(15°)  That  the  linnen  cloath  be  made  of  well  sorted  yearn  and  of 
equall  fynness  and  sufficiency  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  that  all 
broun  linnen  exposed  to  sale  should  be  a  yeard  broad  and  each  piece 
fourty  elns,  and  half  piece  tuenty  elns,  and  quarter  piece  ten  elns  ;  and 
that  all  linnen  for  bleitching  be  woven  ydard  and  tuo  inches  broad  or  three 
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quarters  of  ane  yeard  and  tuo  inches,  that  when  bleitched  it  may  be  full  Edinburgh. 
yeard  or  three-quarters  of  a  yeard  broad ;  and  that  befor  exposing  it  to  sale  1707. 
the  ouner  shall  procure  to  each  piece,  half  piece,  or  quarter  piece,  a  seall  overtures 
bearing  the  impressione  of  a  thistle  and  the  name  of  the  toun  wher  it  ^PP^'o^^n. 
was  sealled,  and  after  it  receives  the  seall  that  the  same  be  bought  upon 
the  faith  therof,  and  that  the  sealmaster  be  lyable  in  case  any  broun  or 
whyt  linnen  shall  be  sealled  not  of  equall  sufficiency,  fynness,  breadth  or 
length  aboveraentioned,  conforme  to  the  Scots  acts  of  parliament  made 
theranent  ;  and  for  that  effect  that  all  the  weavers  of  Scotland  doe  furth- 
with  make  the  cloaths  abovementioned  in  the  terms  of  the  said  acts  and 
immediately  provyde  looms  fitted  for  that  end,  with  certificatione  that  if 
any  shall  be  found  after  the  first  of  November  j"  vij°  and  eight  years  to 
weave  the  forsaid  cloath  otheruise  then  is  above  proposed  they  shall  be 
lyable  in  the  summ  of  (blank),  and  the  cloath  otheruayes  woven  shall  be 
seized  by  any  persone  and  the  one  half  applyed  for  the  use  of  the  poor  and 
the  other  half  to  the  apprehender,  and  both  buyer  and  seller  to  be  over 
and  above  the  said  confiscatione  lyeable  in  the  sum  of  (blank). 

(16°)  That  fingrams,  plaidings,  searges  and  drogets,  made  for  export, 
may  be  woven  of  one  sort  of  wool  of  equall  fynness  and  sufficiency  from 
one  end  to  the  other,  and  that  each  piece  of  plaiding,  fingrame  or  wolen 
droget,  be  three  quarters  of  a  yeard  and  tuo  and  a  half  inches  broad,  and 
that  each  piece  of  searge  be  yeard  and  tuo  inches  broad  and  containe  fifty 
six  elns,  and  the  half  piece  tuenty  eight  elns  and  the  quarter  piece  four- 
teen elns,  and  that  the  same  be  aliened  to  be  exported  whol  as  formerly  ; 
as  also  that  when  the  said  plaiding,  fingrames,  drogget  or  searges,  be  put 
to  sale  that  they  be  made  up  in  folds  of  ane  yeard  or  three  quarters  "length 
and  not  rolled  as  befor,  and  that  the  owner  procure  to  each  piece,  half 
piece,  or  quarter  piece,  a  seall  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same 
penalties  as  are  above  prescribed  for  the  linnen  cloath. 

(17°)  That  for  the  better  improvement  of  stocking  manufactures  it  is 
thought  fitt  that  for  hereafter  all  prick  stockings  may  be  made  of  three 
plyed  wosten  and  of  due  proportione. 

(18°)  Inregard  by  the  articles  of  the  treaty  ther  is  no  bounty  money 
provyded  for  the  encouragement  of  the  export  of  oats,  that  a  reasonable 
bounty  money  be  alloued  for  each  quarter  of  oats  exported,  proportionable 
to  what  is  alloued  for  oat  meall  and  other  grain. 
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5.  The  conventione  appoints  the  above  overtures  to  be  transmitted  to 
Sir  Patrick  Johnstone,  the  representative  of  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  in 
the  parliament  of  Great  Brittain,  to  be  laid  by  him  before  the  said  parlia- 
ment, and  remitted  to  the  commissioners  for  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh, 
Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Dumfreis,  Dunbarton  and  Annan,  to  draw  up  letters 
to  be  sent  to  the  lord  chancellor  of  Scotland,  his  grace  the  Duke  of 
Queensberry,  the  principal  secretaries  of  state,  and  Mr  Francis  Mont- 
gomerie,  to  be  communicat  by  him  to  the  rest  of  the  barrens,  and  to  Sir 
Patrick  Johnstone  to  be  communicat  by  him  to  the  representatives  of  the 
burrows ;  which  letters  being  read  were  approven,  the  tennor  wherof  fol- 
lowes,  with  power  to  the  said  lord  provest  to  writ  to  such  others  of  the 
nobility  as  his  lordship  shall  think  fitt. 

6.  Ther  being  a  conventione  of  the  royal  burrows  called  to  consider 
upon  the  most  effectuall  methods  for  proraotting  of  trade,  and  after 
severall  dayes  sitting  and  imploying  their  thoughts  on  that  subject  they 
have  prepared  some  overtures  which  are  judged  by  them  most  necessarto 
be  represented  to  the  parliament  and  have  transmitted  to  your  lordship 
ane  just  coppy  therof,  which  they  humbly  desire  your  lordship  may  be 
pleased  to  peruse  and  communicat  your  thoughts  therof  to  Sir  Patrick 
Johnston,  whom  we  have  desired  to  attend  your  lordship  for  that  effect. 
My  lord,  this  being  the  most  proper  seasone  of  makeing  applicatione,  and 
that  we  are  therunto  encouraged  by  her  Majesties  most  gracious  speech, 
and  likeuise  that  we  are  so  happy  in  having  so  great  and  noble  patrons 
and  well  wishers  of  your  native  countrey,  we  are  very  hopefuU  that  the 
high  and  honorabill  court  of  parliament  will  take  nottice  of  our  address  in 
such  manner  as  may  not  only  conduce  to  the  flourishing  of  this  part  of 
the  United  Kingdome  but  also  the  wholl  Island,  which  is  all  that  is 
designed  by  this  trouble  given  to  your  lordships,  by,  my  lord,  etc. 

7  My  lord.  The  state  of  the  salmond  fishing  being  laid  befor  the 
burrows,  they  were  universally  complained  of  as  much  decayed  by  the 
killing  of  salmond  in  forbidden  time  and  destroying  the  frye  and  smolts, 
the  commissioners  of  the  northern  burrows  in  the  shires  of  Mearns,  Aber- 
deen, Elgin,  Forras,  and  Inverness  informed  us  that  for  preventing  these 
former  abuses  they  had  applyed  to  Colonel  Grant,  commander  of  the  inde- 
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pendent  company  in  that  district,  that  he  would  use  some  endeavours  by  Edinburgh. 

■       •  1  •        1         1  •    1  \.  26  November 

appomtmg  -watches  m  the  high  countrey,  at  the  heads  and   branches   of  1707. 

the  rivers  wher  salmond  usually  spaun,  which  he  had  done  with  that  good  Letters  to  the 

success  that  his  endeavours  in  that  matter  hes  been  more  effectual}  in  six  secretaries  of 

months  then  all  the  former  methods  used   in  executing  the  laws  by  cita-  ^*^***- 

tione,  sentances,  and  other  dilligence  hes  done  these  tuenty  years.      The 

burrows  have  therfor  thought  fitt  to  applye  to  your  lordship  that  Colonell 

Grants  company  may  be  keeped   up,  and   seeing  the    greatest  and  most 

valuable  salmond  fishings  within  this  part  of  North   Brittain  lye  within 

the  district  committed  to  his  care,  and  that  the  rivers  and  branches  therof 

are  many  and  will  require  a  greater  number  of  men  then  presently  by  the 

establishment  are  contained  in  his  company,  that  therfor  his  company  may 

not  only  be  freed  of  any  of  their  being  draun  for  recruits,  in  regaird  his 

men  are  best  knoun  to  the  creeks  and  branches  of  the  rivers,  but  that  also 

the  number  of  sentinalls  may  be  augmented,  and  that  your  lordship  will 

interpose  with  her  Majestie  for  that  effect,  wherin  we  shall  not  doubt  but 

your   endeavours  will   be    succesfull,  the   obtaining  wherof  tends  to  the 

preservatione  of  so  valuable  a  branch  of  our  trade  in  this   part  of  the 

Island,  which  is  all  that  is  designed  by  this  trouble  given  to  your  lordship 

by,  my  lord,  [etc. J 

8.    Rioiht  honorable.      At  this  iunctur  the  royall  burrows  have  thought  Letter  to  Mr 

°  .  z'  .  •'  -1         ,  Francis  Mont- 

it  their  duty  to  meet  m  a  general!  conventione  and  to  consider  the  matters  gomerie. 

of  trade,  and  after  some  days  spent  therin  have  framed  some  overtures 
which  they  hope  will  meet  with  a  generall  acquiescence.  They  have 
transmitted  a  just  double  inclosed  which  they  desire  yow  will  be  pleased 
to  puruse  and  communicat  to  the  rest  of  your  honorable  state  who  repre- 
sent this  countrey  in  parliament.  The  royall  burrows  doe  most  earnestly 
entreat  yow  will  patronize  them  in  this  most  important  bussiness,  seeing 
that  the  prosperity  and  flourishing  of  trade  depend  upon  it,  and  we  doe 
humbly  think  that  persons  of  all  ranks  are  much  concerned,  but  more 
especially  the  barrens  who  cannot  but  be  sensibly  touched  with  our  decay 
of  trade,  and  will  as  sensibly  feel  the  advantage  of  its  encreass,  so  ther  is 
no  need  to  use  arguments  to  gentlemen  of  your  honour  and  penitratione, 
besides  your  interest  in  that  subject,  and  therfor  we  lay  it  befor  you  as 
the  good  patriots  of  your  native  countrey  to  whom  we  wish  all  happiness 
as  being,  with  great  respect,  your  most  humble  and  faithfuU  servant. 
2  3  I 
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EpiMBUBGH.  9.  Sir.      The  royall  burrows  having  stayed  together  these  several! 

1707.  dayes  and  imployed  their  thoughts  most  concernedly  about  the  matters  of 

Letter  to  Sir  trade,  as  judging  it  their  proper  province,  they  have  at  length  framed  a 
ftonr'^  '^°^°'  great  dale  of  overturs  which  they  hope  will  be  found  as  well  agreeable  to 
the  parliament  as  we  think  they  are  calculat  for  the  benefite  of  trade. 
We  are  fully  satisfied  that  much  of  the  success  in  this  affair  will  depend 
upon  the  management  therof  above,  and  think  ourselves  happy  that  you 
and  so  many  other  good  members  representing  our  state  are  upon  the 
place  who  have  formerly  shoun  their  concern  for  the  good  of  their 
countrey,  and  we  need  not  use  arguments  to  convince  that  this  may  be 
the  propper  seasone  to  relieve  our  languishing  conditione  and  make  ws 
feel  the  ben  elites  of  the  Union,  so  that  we  doe  most  earnestly  solicit  yotir 
care  and  dilligence  in  this  important  affair.  You'll  please  delyver  the 
inclosed  as  adressed,  wherby  yow  will  knou  the  contents  by  the  copies 
inclosed,  and  now  that  the  hapiness  or  misery  of  your  native  countrey 
depends  much  upon  the  event  of  this  negotiatione  ther  can  be  no  doubt 
of  imploying  your  outmost  endeavours,  and  that  yow  will  from  time  to 
time  correspond  with  the  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh  that  what  is  further 
necessary  may  be  done  by  the  royall  burrows  who  resolve  to  evidence  all 
the  zeall  possible  in  this  matter.  Meantyme  they  tender  their  due 
respects  to  yourself,  which  is  all  from  your  most  humble  servant. 

All  which  letters  the  conventione   appointed  to  be  subscrivit  by  Sir 
Samuell  M'Clellati,  their  preses,  in  their  name,  and  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  forsaid  persons  with  doubles  of  the  saids  overtures. 
Agent  to  con-  10.   The  conventione,  considering  that  by  the  report  of  the  comitte 

magistiats  and  of  the  burrows  appointed  to  visit  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh  it  appears  that 
Jedbiu-sii*  ^^^'^  ^^^  been  no  misapplicatione  or  imbazlement  of  the  commone  good  of 
the  said  burgh  but  that  the  same  was  applyed  for  the  uttility  therof 
though  not  distinctly  stated,  and  that  for  composing  of  the  differences 
ther  it  was  ther  opinione  that  some  of  the  pursueris  party  be  brought  to 
the  magistracy  and  into  the  toun  counsell,  which  condescendence  never- 
theless did  not  please  the  pursueris  of  the  proces  against  the  magistrats  ; 
therfor  the  conventione  appointed  Sir  Robert  Forbes,  agent  to  the  royall 
burrows,  to  concurr  with  the  magistrats  and  counsell  of  the  said  burgh  in 
the  actione  intented  and  depending  before  the  lords  of  sessione  against 
them  at  the  instance  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  therof,  and  withal  the 
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conventione  recomended  to  these  persons  who  were  members  of  the  said  Edinburgh. 
committe  to  goe  and  acquaint  the  lords  of  session  with  the   state  of  the  1707.  ^^ 
said  affair  and  how,  after  much  pains  taken  by  them   in  order  to  adjust 
the  said  differences,  yet  all  endeavours  that  way  through  the  obstinacy  of 
the  pursuers  proved  fruitless  and  unsuccessful!. 

11.  Remitted  to  a  committee  to  consider  and  report  to  next  annual  conven-  Overture  from 
tion  on  an  overture  given  in  by  the  commissioner  of  Stirling  "  that  Scotland  Stirling. 
being  under  ane  inequality  in  fishing  by  reasone  of  the  difference  of  the  salt 
imployed  in  fishing  and  duty  theron,  that  therfor  the  subjects  of  Scotland  should 

be  upon  the  same  footing  (with  regard  to  the  salt  so  farr  as  imployed  in  fishing) 
with  the  subjects  of  England,  whereby  the  subjects  of  Scotland  will  be  the  better 
enabled  and  incouraged  to  prosecut  the  trad  of  fishing  upon  a  just  equality." 

12.  Remitted  to  a  committee  to  meet  on  Tuesday  next  to  compose  differences  Queensferry. 
amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh  of  Queensferry. 

13.    The  same  day  was  presented  to  the  conventione  ane  overture  from  Recomenda- 
severaU  of  the  burrows  of  the   southern  and  western   shires,  wherof  the  co°mmissioners 
tenner  foUoues  :   That  whereas  by  the  article  of  the  treaty  of  Union,  the  ?*  *'^^  eqiuva- 

,  ,  ,  ^  lent  aneut 

parliament  of  Scotland,  in  consideratione  that  the  wool  masters  would  be  wool. 
at  a  great  loss  by  reasone  of  the  strict  prohibitione  of  the  export  of  wool, 
did  therfor  appropriat  fourteen  thousand  pounds  sterling  to  be  paj^ed  out 
of  the  equivalent  in  the  space  of  seven  years,  being  tuo  thousand  pounds 
yearly  to  be  imployed  for  wool  manufactories  at  the  sight  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  equivalent,  as  also  seeing  that  tuo  thousand  pounds  as  the 
first  payment  fell  due  at  Mertimas  last  and  that  a  due  effectuall  applica- 
tione  of  the  said  sum  will  not  only  be  of  use  to  the  wool  masters  and  to 
severall  of  the  royall  burrows  in  the  southern  and  western  shires,  it  is 
therfor  desired  the  conventione  may  recomend  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  equivalent  to  advance  the  said  sum  of  tuo  thousand  pounds  sterling 
to  the  severall  burghs  aftermentioned,  according  to  the  proportions  after- 
specified,  viz.,  [the  burghs  of  Dumfreis,  Jedburgh,  Selkirk,  Peebles  and 
Kirkcudbright  £400  sterling  each,]  and  the  burgh  of  Annan  have  also  a 
pairt  of  the  said  equivalent  proportionally  with  the  rest  of  the  saids  burghs 
of  the  said  first  tuo  thousand  pounds  sterling,and  which  proportions  being 
payed  to  them  respective,  that  the  convention  may  ordain  and  appoint 
that  each  of  the  saids  burghs  shall  imploy  the  sum  received  be  them  in 
manufactoring  tarrd  or  laid  wooll  in  such  sort  of  manufactur  as  shall  be 
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fe^Nove^ber    "^"^^  usefuU,  and  for  that  end  that  they  imploy  the  poor  that  are  able  to 

1707. work  and  appoint  servants  for  their  oversight  and  directione,  and  thit  they 

Eecomenda-  be  accountable  for  the  sum  received  and  due  application  therof  yearly  at 
commissioners  the  generall  conventione  that  therby  the  commissioners  of  the  equivalent 
°ent'anenf'''"  ^^3"  ^^  Satisfied  the  summs  advanced  in  the  terms  aforsaid  are  duly 
wool.  applyed  conforme  to  the  act  of  parliament  and  articles  of  the  treaty  above 

specifiet ;  which  being  considered  be  the  conventione  they  recomended  the 
severall  burrows  abovenamed  to  the  commissioners  of  the   equivalent  to 
the  effect  above  mentioned. 
Letters  to  14.   The  conventione  recomendcd  to  the  committe  to  sit  after  dissolv- 

and  Earie  of  ^  i^g  of  this  present  conventione  to  writ  to  his  grace  the  Duke  of  Argyle 
Leven.  g^^^  ^]jg  Earle  of  Leven  that  the   exacting  the   assise   upon  herrings  was 

very  prejudicial!  and  discouraging  to  the  herring  fishing  and  that  their 
lordships,  as  having  right  to  the  said  assise,  would  be  pleased  to  propose 
some  expedient  for  removing  the  said  grivance  by  obtaining  some  equiva- 
lent thairfor  as  they  in  their  discretione  should  think  fitt,  and  that  their 
lordships  would  be  pleased  to  acquaint  the  committe  if  it  would  be  expe- 
dient or  not  to  address  her  Majestie  for  that  end,  and  that  the  committe 
send  their  reasons  to  these  lords  why  the  same  should  be  taken  auay. 

27  November  1707. 

Additioneto  15.  The  conventione  appointed  the  following  additione  to  be  added 

ture.  to  the  fiften  overture  anent  the  linnen  cloath  and  to  be  transmitted  ther- 

with  as  a  part  of  the  overture,  viz.  : — And  in  regard  that  the  linnen 
cloath  is  so  great  a  branch  of  trade  and  to  be  regulat  in  the  breadth  and 
length  as  aforsaid,  and  that  befor  the  same  can  be  made  uniforme  it  will 
be  very  expensive  to  these  concerned  in  making  the  said  linnen  to  pro- 
vyde  looms  and  other  necessar  materialls  for  that  effect,  that  for  their 
farder  encouragement  all  linnen  to  be  exported  be  declared  free  of  duty, 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  woolen  cloath  ;  and  more  especially  consider- 
ing that  the  present  duty  upon  linnen  exported  will  yeald  a  very  small 
and  inconsiderable  duty  to  her  Majestie,  wheras  by  granting  the  forsaid 
exemptione  a  farr  greater  quantity  of  linnen  cloath  will  be  exported,  and 
it  is  most  obvious  that  the  product  and  returns  therof  will  very  much 
add  to  her  Majesties  revenue  by  the  duties  that  will  arise  from  the  saids 
returns. 
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16.  The   conventione   remitts  the  following  overtures,   viz.,  pHmo,  Edinbueoh. 
that  wheras  ther  are  severall  exactions  made  by  the  custome  officers  for  1707. 
fees,  therfor  that  the  board  would  please  to  give   a  particular   table   of  Overtures, 
these  dues  by  which  the  merchants  may  know  what  they  are  to  pay  at  '='^''*°™^^- 
the  severall  ports,  as  also  what  is  to  be  payed  for  the  oath,  certificat,  and 
registration  of  ships,  barks,  and  veshells,  which   are   deemed   free   by  the 
articles  of  union  ;  secundo,  that  ther  be  severall  small  veshells  and  open 

boats,  some  of  them  not  exceeding  a  chalder  or  tuo  of  coalls,  and  the 
place  wher  they  load  at  being  at  a  great  distance  from  any  custome  house, 
that  ther  may  be  some  effectuall  method  taken  for  preventing  of  the 
charge  of  coquets  and  other  fees  exacted  theron  at  present,  and  in  case 
they  have  any  other  goods  to  transport  that  ther  may  be  custome  house 
officers  appointed,  inrespect  severrall  places  complain  of  this,  such  as 
Kirkcudbright  which  is  tuenty  four  miles  from  any  custome  house, 
Frazersburgh  and  Peterhead  more  than  the  said  distance,  and  Craill  sixteen 
miles  distance,  Innerkeithing,  and  severall  others;  to  the  commissioners  for 
the  burghs  of  Edinburgh  [and  sixteen  other  burghs  as  a  committee  to  meet 
after  the  dissolving  of  this  convention],  to  use  their  endeavours  to  procure 
ane  satisfieing  answer  to  the  saids  overtures  from  the  commissioners  of  her 
Majesties  customes,  in  such  due  and  competent  time  that  unless  they  be 

redressed  the  same  may  be  represented  to  the  parliament And 

farder  the  conventione  recomended  to  the  severall  burrows  to  send  up 
ane  account  to  the  committe  of  what  fees  have  been  exacted  by  the 
officers  of  her  Majesties  customes  from  any  of  their  inhabitants  since  the 
commencement  of  the  Union. 

17.  The  convention  recomended  to  the  committe  appointed  to  sitt  Mr  William 
after  disolving  of  this  present  convention  to  consider  the  book  written  beto^'eoou"" 
Mr  William  Black,  advocat,  anent  the  priviledges  of  the  royall  burrows,      sidered. 


Meetings  op  Committee  anent  un/ree  trade  and  staple,  Edinburgh. 
appointed  hy  the  1th  and  2>0th  acts  of  the  last  General  Con- 1707?™'  ""^ 
vention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  William  Neilsone;  Aberdeen,  Mr  Williana  Black;  Stirling,  John  Sederunt. 
.iErskine  ;   Air,    (blank)  ;  Dumbarton,    Sir  James   Smollet  ;   St  Andrews,    Alex- 
ander Watsone. 
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Edinburgh. 
4  December 
1707. 

Preses. 

Wrongous  im- 
prisonment in 
Campvere. 


4  December  1707. 

1.  "William  Neilson,  dean  of  guild  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Anent  the  affair  betuixt  John  Vere  Kennedy,  conservator,  and  Mr  Alex- 
ander Clark  and  John  Frazer,  merchants  in  Inverness,  who  were  detained 
prisoners  at  Campveer  from  20th  January  to  15th  March  1702,  "through  the 
said  conservator  his  delaying  of  a  legal  tryall  which  was  the  occasione  of  great 
charges  and  expence"  to  them,  the  committee  agreed  that  their  damage  and  loss 
should  be  refunded  to  them  and  be  determined  at  next  meeting. 


Allowance  for 
wrongous  im- 
prisonment. 


Sederunt. 


Preses. 

Letters  from 
her  Majestic 
and  toun  of 
Campveer. 


26  December  1707. 

3.  In  pursuance  of  the  preceding  act,  the  committee  found  that  the  impri- 
sonment of  Clark  and  Frazer  "  was  unwarrantable,  and  whereunto  both  the 
magisti-ats  and  conservator  were  accessory,  and  therefor  it  is  the  oppinioae  of  the 
committe  the  summ  of  eleven  hundred  pounds  Scots  money  be  alloued  to  the  saids 
Mr  Alexander  Clark  and  John  Frazer  in  name  of  damnages  and  expence  sus- 
tained by  them  through  the  said  wrongous  imprisonment ;  and  the  committe  remitts 
to  the  next  generall  conventione  to  determine  how  farr  the  saids  magistrats  of 
Campvere  and  how  farr  the  said  John  Vere  Kennedy  shall  be  lyable  in  pay- 
ment of  the  said  sum." 

5  February  1708. 

Edinburgh,  William  Neilson  ;  Aberdeen,  Mr  William  Black  ;  Stirling,  John 
-iErskine  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnston  ;  St  Andrews,  Alexander  Watsone  ; 
Air,  Dysert,  Dunbarton,  Dunbar  and  Bamf,  [blank). 

1.  Sir  Samuell  M'Lellan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  The  committe  having  read  her  Majesties  letter  directed  to  the 
royal  burrows,  dated  at  Kingsiugtoun  the  tuenty-seventh  day  of  January 
170|;^  with  ane  English  translation  of  the  double  of  a  letter  in  French  from 
the  toun  of  Campveer  to  her  Majestic,  they  appointed  and  hereby  appoint 
both  the  said  letter  and  double  to  be  recorded  in  the  burgh  book,  as  also 
appoint  the  whoU  members  of  the  committe  to  be  acquainted  to  meet  at 
Edinburgh  in  the  ordinary  place  upon  Tuesday  come  a  fourthnight,  being 
the  tuenty  fourth  instant,  to  consider  her  Majesties  said  letter  and  draw 
ane  ansuer  therto,  and  in  the  meantime  the  committe  recomends  to  Sir 
Samuell  M'Clellan,  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh,  to  acquaint  Sir  David 
Nairn,   secretary  deput,   with   their  resolutione  taken  hereanent ;   lykeas 
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the  committe  in  order  to  the  discussing  of  the  said  affair  more  succes-  edinbukgh. 
fully  ordaine  the  wholl  members  who  are  in  toun  to  meet   upon  Tuesday  itos''™"^ 
next  at   tuo   of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon   to  enquire   into   the   matters  Letters  from 
complained  of  and  to  prepare  the  same  against  the  meeting  of  the  grand  and tounrf'' 
committe,  of  which  letters  the  tennors  follow: — Sic  superscribitur :  Anne,  Campvere. 
R.      Right  trusty  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well.     Whereas  we  did  StTer*to  the'' 
receive  a  letter  from  the  toun  of  Campveer,  dated  27th  of  August  last, ''°y''"  *'"''™'^''- 
complaining  in  very  pressing  terms  of  continued  infractions  of  the  staple 
contract,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the   toun   of  Campveer  and   of  that 
part  of  our  kingdome  who  enjoy  many  considerable  priviledges  by  vertue 
of  the  said  contract,  and  wheras  the  envoy  of  the  States  Generall  resid- 
ing at  our  court  has  seconded  the   said   letter   by  repeated   instances   to 
have  the  abuses  complained   of  rectified  and  the  transgressors  punished, 
we  have  thought  fitt  by  these  to  signifie  to  yow  that  it  is  our  royall  will 
and  pleasure  that  the  publick  faith  be  inviolably  keept  on  the  part  of 
our  subjects,  conforme  to  the  staple  contract,  and  we  have  herewith  sent 
yow  a  copy  of  the  forsaid  letter  from  the  town  of  Campveer  to  ws  that 
yow  may  enquire   into  the   matter   therein  contained,  and   if  there   have 
been  contraveeners  of  the  staple   contract  to  enquire  if  they  have  been 
prosecut  according  to  law,  and  that  yow  lay  ane  account  of  these  matters 
before  ws  that  we  may  give  such  further  directions  therein  as  may  suit 
with  our  just  and  royall  regard  to  our  good  allies,  our  tender  concern  for 
the  preservatione  of  the  privileges  and  advantages  which  belong  to  our 
subjects,    and    our  great  desire  for  the  encouragement  and   encrease  of 
trade.     So  we  bidd  yow  heartily  farewell.     Given  at  our  court  at  Kingsing- 
ton,  the  27th  day  of  January  170^-  and  of  our  reign  the  6  th  year.      By 
her  Majesties  command.     Sic  suhscribitur :   Mar. 

Madam. — After  we  had  taken  the  liberty  in  the  moneth  of  June  in  the  Letter  from 
year  1703  to  present  humbly  to  your  Majestie  our  just  complaints  concern-  herMajestie. 
ing  the  continuall  breaches  of  the  staple  contract  by  your  Majesties  subjects 
in  that  part  of  Great  Brittain  formerly  called  Scotland,  and  that  in  the  issue 
it  had  pleased  your  Majestie  graciously  to  writ  upon  that  affair  in  favours  of 
our  city  to  the  commissioners  of  the  royall  burrows  concerned  in  trade  in 
such  pressing  terms,  we  were  made  to  hope  that  by  so  favourable  a  dis- 
positione  on  your  Majesties  part  we  might  at  lengih  reap  the  true  sweats 
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Edinbukgh. 
5  February 
1708. 

Letter  from 
Campveer  to 
her  Majestie. 


SO  long  in  vain  looked  for  from  a  contract  which  cost  ws  so  dear  and  by 
which  the  Brittish  natione  enjoy  so  many  priviledges,  immunities,  and 
other  advantages  of  trade  very  considerable  in  this  city.  But  on  the  con- 
trair  we  find  ourselues  yet  obliged  to  remonstrat,  with  all  submissione,  to 
your  Majestie,  that  these  affairs  are  in  a  worse  conditione  at  present  then 
hitherto,  without  the  least  instance  of  amending  so  nottar  and  inexcus- 
able contraventions,  which  hath  so  encouraged  the  breach  that  the  mer- 
chants and  masters  of  ships  haue  not  only  dared  publickly  to  refuse  to 
come  to  this  city  under  the  convoy  which  the  states  of  this  province  of 
Zeland,  at  our  reiterat  solicitations,  had  sent  of  purpose  to  Edinburgh 
about  the  last  spring  (the  ordinary  time  stipulat  by  the  said  contract)  to 
make  the  last  essay,  but,  moreover,  at  the  same  time  they  took  the  occa- 
sione  of  ane  English  convoy,  and  a  litle  after  of  ane  Dutch  convoy,  to 
come  to  Rotterdam,  to  the  number  of  more  then  seventy,  loaden  with 
staple  commodities  ;  in  so  much  that  the  convoy  of  this  province  after 
having  remained  to  no  purpose  more  then  a  moneth  in  the  road  of  Leith 
was  obliged  to  return  hither  only  with  three  or  four  small  barks  which 
arrived  at  the  staple  port.  Upon  all  which  we  are  resolved  for  our  intier 
exoneratione  to  intimat  of  new  to  the  royall  burrows  of  North  Brittain 
who  are  in  contract  with  ws,  and  to  demand  of  them  ane  just  and  satis- 
factory reparatione,  but  as  we  are  persuaded  that  these  last  efforts  with 
them,  as  well  as  all  our  other  successive  protestations  upon  this  head, 
will  be  fruitless,  unless  actually  backed  and  seconded  by  a  new  declara- 
tione  of  your  Majesties  will  to  the  saids  burrows  and  ministers  of  state  of 
that  part  of  your  kingdome  and  to  whom  your  Majestie  shall  think  fitt. 
Wee  presume  once  more  to  intreat  your  Majestie  with  profound  respect 
that  you  would  be  pleased  to  honour  ws  with  your  sovereigne  protectione, 
to  the  end  we  may  once  succeed  in  so  just  and  reasonable  demands, 
believing  that  we  may  at  present  demand  this  favour  of  your  Majestie 
with  more  hope  and  appearance  of  success  then  ever,  in  so  much  as  by 
the  fruitless  expeditione  of  a  convoy  so  sufJScient,  and  arriving  at  the 
prefixt  time,  the  breakers  of  the  contract  are  deprived  of  every  excuse 
and  pretext  which  they  made  use  of  hitherto  to  elude  the  laws  and 
sincere  intentione  of  your  Majestie  and  to  lay  the  blame  of  their  not 
performing  their  part  of  the  contract,  if  it  had  been  possible,  upon  ws. 
Expecting  then   this  favour  from  your  Majesties  goodness,  we  pray  God, 
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with  all  our  heart,  may  take  your  sacred  persons  under  his  pouerful  and  Ewneuegh. 
divine  safeguard  and  may  encreass  more  and  more  the  prosperity  and  glory  1708.  ^^"^^ 
of  your  reign,  to  the  good  of  your  subjects  and   for  the  commone  interest  Letter  from 
of  all  Europe.    These  are  the  ardent  wishes  of  your  Majesties  most  humble  heTMljestie. 
and  most  obedient  servants,  [etc.]     Camp  veer,  27  August  1707. 

10  February  1708. 

Edinburgh,    Mr    William    ISTeilson ;    Aberdeen,    Mr   William     Black ;    St  Sederunt. 
Andrews,  Alexander  Watsone  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnstone. 

1..  Sir  Samuell  M'Lellan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  prases.  Preses. 

2.   The  committe,  after  reading  ane  English  translatione  of  a  letter  in  "^^  *°™  °f 

■p.,    -IP  ,  „^^  °  Campveers 

Dutch  from  the  toun  of  Campveer  to  the  royall  burrows,  dated  the  second  letter  to  the 
day  of  July  j™  vij°  and  seven  years,  appointed  the  samen  to  be  recorded  ; 
and  ordained  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy,  conservator,  as  soon  as  possible  to  give  in 
a  memoriall  to  the  committe  of  all  the  breaches  of  the  staple  contract  since 
the  year  of  God  (blank).   FoUowes  the  tennor  of  the  forsaid  letter  : — Noble 
and  honourable  lords.      Although  we  can  scarce  promise   ourselves  better 
success  upon  this  present  then  upon  the  many  complaints  without  redress 
formerly  made  with  so   much    earnest  in   our  successive  letters,   remon- 
strances   and    protestations,    almost    to    every   conventione    of  the  royall 
burrows,  of  the  breaches  and  contraventions  of  the  staple  contract,  yet  we 
would  not  forbear  (for  our  full  exoneratione)   to  writ  yow  this  one  time 
more  upon  that  siibject  and  hereby  to  notefie  to  your  lordships  the  just 
reasons  of  displeasure  that  have  now  againe  of  late  been  given  ws,  which 
we  think  we  can  at  this  time  doe  with  as  much   ground  and  convictions 
as  ever  befor,  seeing  the  states  of  Zealand,  upon  our  repeated  in  treaties  to 
deprive  the  backward    of  all    sorts    of  subterfuge   by  which   they  have 
hitherto  endeavoured  to  paliat  their  notorious  transgressions  to   elide  the 
good  laws  and  directions  (and  if  possible  to  bring  the  blame  upon  us),  send 
timeous  and  sufficient  convoy  once  more  to  experiment  what  ships  would 
come  hither  under  the  protectione  thereof,  but  so  fan  from  that  that  the 
skippers  and  merchants,  my  lords,  subject  to  your  jurisdictione,  did  take 
this  opportunity  of  sending  their  goods  with  safety  to  the  staple  place  as 
they  indeed  are  obliged  to  doe,  but  on  the  contrary  we  heard  that  seve- 
ralls  openly  declared  they  would  not  put  themselves  under  that  convoy, 
2  3  k 
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Edinburgh. 
10  February 
1708. 

The  toun  of 
Campveers 
letter  to  the 
burrows. 


but  shortly  after  the  departur  of  the  said  convoy  with  three  or  four  small 
vessels  only,  two  wholl  fleets,  the  first  under  ane  English  and  the  last 
under  a  Hollands  convoy,  arrived  at  Rotterdam,  with  a  vast  quantity  of 
staple  goods,  so  that  this  one  example  so  prejudiciall  to   our  toun  ought 
once  to  open  your  lordships  eyes  and  to  cause  yow  see  that  all  the  excep- 
tions that  the  transgressors  have  hitherto  made  about  the  want  of  time- 
ous  convoy  have  been  nothing  ells  but  meer  excuses  to  committ  their 
transgressions  unpunished.     Wee  must  acknowledge  that  we  cannot  com- 
prehend how  a  natione  so  famous  for  their  integrity  and  exact  keeping  of 
their  word  can,  in  prejudice  of  the  publick  faith,  break  and  transgress  so 
solemn  a  contract  (the  fundatione  whereof  was  laid  two  hundred  years 
agoe  upon  a  mutual  hermony  and  faith   and  which   hath    been  kept  on 
both  sides  thus  long  with   so  much   exactness  and   sincerity)  as  if  there 
were  no  tye  nor  obligatione  on  either  side.     Lykeas,  upon  this  occassione, 
we  cannot  but  shew  your  lordships  that  we  very  much   strange  that  your 
lordships  has  not  hitherto  ansuered   our  last  letter   dated  the  fourth  of 
July  j™  vij''  and  five,  in  which  we  desired  the  ratificatione  of  the  latter 
agreement  made  in  the  year  j™  vij°  and  two,  so  much  the  more  that  in  it  the 
life  and  executione  of  the  wholl  staple  contract  is  contained   and  without 
which   (in   our   opinione)  no  redress  of  the  decay  of  the  staple   can  be 
expected.      Therefore,  for  brevities  sake,  we  refer  your   lordships  to  the 
contents  of  our  said  last  letter  and   to   our   other  just   complaints  made 
from  time  to  time.      We  expect  that  your  lordships  will,  with  more  zeall 
then  hes  hitherto  been  shewn,  consider  the  affairs  of  the  staple,  cause 
punish  the  transgressors  as  they  deserve,  and  prevent  all  further  grounds 
of  discontent  and  loss  of  our  toun  and  the  inhabitants  therof,  and  finnally 
make  us  find  the  redress  and  satisfactione  which  we  have  sought  so  long 
in  vain,  wherewith  we  remain  your  lordships  most  obliged  friends,  shirrif 
baillies  of  the  city  of  Campvere.      Campveer,  2  July  1707. 


Sederunt. 


Preses. 


2  March  l'708. 

Edinburgh,  William  Neilsone  ;  Stirling,  John  ^rskin ;  Glasgow,  Eobert 
Eodger  ;  Linlithgow,  James  Buncle  ;  Hadington,  Eobert  Gray  ;  Dunbarton,  Sir 
James  SmoUet ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnston  ;  Dundee,  Aberdeen,  Air,  Kirk- 
aldie,  Dumfries,  and  Craill,  (blank). 

1 .  Sir  Samuell  M'Clellan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 
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2.  The  committe,  considering  her  Maiesties  letter  with  the  double  of  a  Edinburgh. 

1,,  ,1,  p^  1  1  ,  1  2  March  1708. 

letter  sent  by  the  toun  ot  Campveer  to  her  anent  the  staple,  and   trans- 


mitted by  her  Majestie  to  the  royall  burrows,  they  made  the  following  Majesties 
ansuers  thereto  and  appointed  the  same  to  be  recorded,  of  which  the  '^  ^^' 
tennors  follow  : — May  it  please  your  Majestie.  Your  Majesties  letter  of  the 
27th  January  last  came  to  us  by  the  hands  of  the  lord  provest  of  Edin- 
burgh, who  having  called  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the  affaires  of 
the  staple  port  by  the  last  generall  conventione,  we  have  in  obedience  to 
your  Majesties  commands  made  strict  enquiry  anent  the  aledged  infrac- 
tions of  the  staple  contract  complained  off,  and  we  find  that  the  reasons 
why  our  merchants  went  to  Kotterdam  and  other  ports  and  did  not 
arrive  at  Campveer  were  because  they  had  not  sufficient  convoyes  for 
secuiring  of  their  trade,  for  albeit  by  the  staple  contract  the  toun  of 
Campveer  be  oblidged  to  send  four  well  furnished  ships  of  warr  yearly, 
not  mounted  under  thirty  guns  a  piece,  whereof  two  in  April  and 
two  in  October,  during  the  warr,  as  a  convoy  to  our  ships,  yet  some- 
times they  neglected  to  send  any,  and  at  other  times  but  one,  and  that 
not  sufficiently  manned  or  of  competent  force  to  guard  our  ships,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  year  1704  when  our  ships  sailed  with  the  convoy  then 
sent  two  of  the  most  valuable  fell  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies  which 
our  merchants  imputed  to  the  insufficiency  of  the  convoy.  Wee,  by  our 
letter  in  July  1706,  to  the  toun  of  Campveer,  did  complain  of  our  want- 
ing sufficient  convoyes  whereunto  we  had  neither  return  nor  redress. 
They  did,  indeed,  in  July  last  acquaint  ws  that  many  of  our  ships  had 
under  ane  English  and  Dutch  convoy  gone  to  Rotterdam  whill  the  convoy 
they  sent  returned  with  three  or  four  small  veshells  to  Campveer.  We 
upon  recipt  of  that  letter  made  enquiry  in  the  matter  and  caused  our 
agent  prosecut  the  delinquents  who  gave  in  for  their  defence  that  there 
was  but  one  ship  sent  in  place  of  two  due  by  the  staple  contract  and  even 
that  ship  sent  was  neither  well  manned  nor  of  a  competent  force.  Wee  doe, 
therefor,  humbly  lay  befor  your  Majestie  this  affair  as  it  truly  stands,  and 
since  the  toun  of  Campveer  proposes  that  the  staple  contract  be  inviolablie 
keept  it  is  our  humble  address  that  your  Majestie  would  be  pleased  to 
recomend  to  them  that  they  on  the  other  hand  take  care  that  sufficient 
and  well  provyded  convoyes  be  sent  in  due  seasone  for  guarding  and 
convoying  our  ships.    We  shall  aluayes  on  our  part,  with  the  utmost  zeall 
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|wNBnRGH      and  care,  maintain  and  preserve  the  publick  faith,  and  from  time  to  time 

r~r—  give  the  necessary  directions  for  punishing  delinquents,  and  we  return 

Majesties         your  Majestie  our  most  humble  and  hearty  thanks  for  the  great  care  and 
letter.  conceme  your  Majestie  is  pleased  to  express  touards  your  royall  burrows; 

and  as  your  royall  pleasure  shall  aluayes  direct  ws  in  the  due  observance 
of  what  belongs  to  the  staple  contract  so  we  are  firmly  resolved  from  a 
deep  sense  of  our  many  obligations  to  testifie  upon  all  occasiouns  our 
dutyfull  zeal  and  affectione  to  your  sacred  persone  and  government,  which 
God  long  preserve  and  maintain.  This,  at  desire  and  in  presence  of  the 
committe  of  the  royall  burrows,  signed  by,  [etc.J  Edinburgh,  2d  March 
1708. 
Ansnertothe  3.  Right  honourable.      Wee  have  had   one  or  tuo   of  your  letters 

teeraletter?^'  Complaining  of  the  contraventions  of  the  staple  contract.  We  would 
have  returned  the  ansuers  sooner  but  having  gevin  our  necessary 
orders  to  our  agent  to  prosecut  the  delinquents  we  delayed  till  we 
should  be  in  a  capacity  to  give  you  some  satisfying  return.  We 
writ  to  yow  in  July  1706  complaining  of  the  want  of  sufficient  con- 
voy es,  which  we  must  say  is  not  yet  redrest  and  when  our  agent 
pursued  those  mentioned  in  your  last  letter  for  goeing  under  English  and 
Dutch  convoy  es  to  Rotterdam,  they  gave  in  their  defence  that  the  Zeland 
convoy  then  in  the  Firth  was  not  of  sufficient  force  to  protect  them.  Wee 
have  received  a  letter  from  her  Majestie,  our  Sovereigne,  by  which  wee 
understand  yow  have  laid  your  complaints  befor  her  and  could  have 
wished  that  befor  you  had  complained  to  her  Majestie  yow  would  have 
redrest  our  former  grievances  offered  to  yourselves  for  not  sending  suffi- 
cient convoyes  to  guard  our  trade.  By  the  staple  contract  we  should 
have  tuo  sent  twice  a  year  and  yet  these  severall  years  by  past  yow  have 
sent  only  one,  and  that  of  very  small  force.  Wee  take  occasione  at  the 
same  time  to  acquaint  you  that  the  observing  of  the  staple  contract 
depends  in  a  great  measure  upon  your  sending  good  and  sufficient  con- 
voyes for  guarding  and  protecting  our  ships,  which  being  done  we  shall 
take  care  for  performing  all  on  our  part.  As  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners that  were  sent  to  Campveer  in  the  year  1702,  whereof  you 
crave  the  royall  burrows  approbatione,  we  find  the  said  report  hes  not 
yet  been  considered  by  them  but  shall  represent  the  same  to  the  generall 
conventione  in  July  next,  we  being  only  a  committe  autherized  for  the 
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matters  remitted  to  ws  by  the  conventione.    Eight  honorable,  fete.]    Edin-  bdinbueoh. 

burgh,    2   March    1708.  2Marchl708. 


4.   The  committe,  considering  that  by  the  coppy  of  ane  appeal  given  Kentedf"" 
in  to  the  lords  of  sessione  by  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy  he  insinuats  that  the  appeal. 
communicating  the  benefite  of  the  staple  to  strangers  being  discovered  by 
the   burrows   they  did  approve  of  the   same  without  challenge   and  past 
noe  censure  upon  it,  they  appoint  a  coppy  of  the  appeal  to  be  laid  befor 
the  next  generall  conventione. 

29  April  1708. 

Edinburgh,  William  Neilsone  ;  Stirling,  John  ^rskin ;  Linlithgow,  Adam  Sederunt. 
Buncle ;    Glasgow,   Robert   Eodger ;   Air,   {blank) ;    Hadingtoun,   Eobert  Gray ; 
Dumfreisj  William  Copland;  Dunbarton,  Sir  James  Smollet;  Annan,  Mr  William 
Johnston  ;   Queensferry,  James  Dalgleish. 

1.   Sir  Samuell  M'Clellan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.  The  committe,  considering  that  severall  affaires  relating  to  trade  general!  meet- 
and  the  staple  port  and  other  overtures  of  importance  to  the  royall  bur- 
rows, particularly  in  relatione  to  their  being  represented  in  the  ensueing 
parliament,  must  be  with  all  conveniency  discust,  do  therefor  recomend  to 

Sir  Samuell  M'Clellan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  to  call  a  generall  meet- 
ing of  the  burrows  at  Edinburgh  the  fourteen  day  of  May  next  to  deliberat 
upon  the  forsaid  affaires,  and  ordains  the  commissioners  of  Edinburgh, 
Stirling,  Dumfreis  and  Dunbarton,  to  draw  up  the  missive  for  that  end. 

3.  The  committe,  considering  that  the  toun  and  states  of  Campveer  Infractions  of 

1-  1    •        T  T         -KIT   ■        ■         I-  •  staple  con- 

having  complained  to  her  Majestie  of  several  infractions  of  the  staple  con-  tract. 
tract  on  the  part  of  the  royall  burrows,  and  her  Majestie  by  her  gracious 
letter  had  acquainted  the  burrows  therewith,  the  committe  having  maturly 
considered  the  said  affair  did  make  a  dutyfull  return  to  her  Majesties  said 
letter  and  also  writ  to  the  magistrats  of  Campveer  upon  the  said  subject, 
notwithstanding  wherof  noe  convoy  was  sent  this  last  spring  in  the  terms 
of  the  staple  contract,  therfor  the  committe  ordains  the  wholl  members 
of  the  next  annual  conventione  to  come  up  fuUy  instructed  in  relatione  to 
the  said  affair. 

4.  The  committe  ordains  Sir  Robert  Forbes  to  cause  cite  the  haill  Unfree traders. 
unfree  traders  to  appear  befor  them  upon  the  first   Thursday  of  June 

next. 
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Edinburgh. 
14  May  1708. 

Sederunt. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh,  William  Neilson  and  John  Mirrie ;  Perth,  William  Austin  ; 
Dundie,  George  Yeaman  ;  Aberdeen,  Robert  Stewart ;  Stirling,  John  Erskin  ; 
Linlithgow,  James  Bunole ;  St.  Andrews,  Alexander  Watsone  ;  Glasgow,  Robert 
Rodger  ;  Hadingtoun,  Robert  Gray ;  Anstruther  Easter,  James  Graham  ;  Inver- 
ness, Mr  Alexander  Clark  ;  Jedburgh,  John  Smith ;  Kirkudbright,  David 
Lidderdale ;  Pitenueem,  William  Borthuick  ;  Selkirk,  Andrew  Wauch ;  Dum- 
barton, Sir  James  Smollet ;  Dunbar,  James  Faa ;  Peebles,  Robert  Forrest ; 
Lauder,  John  Moffet ;  Queensferry,  James  Dalgleish  ;  [forty-five  burghs  blankA 

14  May  1708. 


1.  Sir  Samuell  M'Clellan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Approved  of  the  whole  commissions  produced. 


Preses. 

Commissiona 
approved. 

Overtures  in  g    Thg  same  day,  was  presented  to  the  conventione  severall  overtures 

rclsttion  to  •  ,      .  i  i        i  n 

trade  and  other  in  relatione  to  trade  and  other  concerns  of  the  royall  burrows,  which  beino- 
hurghs.^  °  ^  read  was  ordained  to  be  recorded,  whereof  the  tennor  followes  : — Memoriall 
for  the  committe  of  the  royall  burrows.  (1°)  That  the  condition  of  the 
staple  port  be  taken  under  consideratione,  and  that  some  effectuall  method 
be  taken  for  keeping  the  same  at  Campveer  conforme  to  the  staple  con- 
tract, and  for  that  effect  that  due  provisione  be  made  for  seasonable  con- 
voyes  to  secure  the  ships  that  trade  to  Holland,  and  if  this  cannot  be  made 
effectuall  to  applye  to  her  Majestie  that  the  royall  burrows  may  be  made 
free  of  the  said  contract  and  staple  port  and  from  payment  of  any  dues  to 
the  conservator  upon  that  account.  (2")  Inrespect  by  ane  express  article 
of  the  late  treaty  of  union  ther  is  a  particular  reservatione  of  the  haill 
rights  and  priviledges  of  the  royall  burrows,  and  that  notwithstanding 
thereof  the  unfree  traders  do  enjoy  a  great  part  of  the  benefite  of  trade 
and  do  not  pay  any  suteable  proportion  of  the  taxt  roll  effeirand  to  their 
trade,  but  the  royall  burrows  are  still  burdened  therewith,  it  is  most 
necessar  to  consider  what  can  be  effectually  done  for  obligeing  of  the  said 
unfree  traders  to  bear  ane  just  and  equall  proportione,  whither  by  the 
royall  burrows  their  making  applicatione  and  presenting  this  grievance  to 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  or  any  other  method  shall  be  thought 
most  fitt  for  attaining  the  forsaid  end.      (3°)   In  regard  of  the  severall  good 
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laws  and  acts  of  parliament  made  for  encouraging  of  fishing  in  this  part  of  Emnburoh. 


Great  Britain,  that  considerable  drawbacks  are  alloued  to  the  exporters  of 

herring,  salmond,  and  whit  fish,  and   now  that  the  time    of  fiishing  ap-  relation  to 

preaches  and  seeing  the  said  trade   of  fishing  is  more  considerable  then  conclms'^o'nhe 

all  the  other  branches  of  trade  which  the  royall  burrows   do   enjoy,  it  burghs. 

deserves  the  committes  serious  consideratione  to  fall  upon  such  wayes  and 

meanes  that  may  best  advance  and  promove  the  forsaid  manufactory.    (4°) 

Seeing  by  the  treaty  of  Union  there  is  now  access  for  ane  open  and  free 

trade  to  the  West  Indies  and  to  all  other  forreigne  places  wher  the  English 

have  access  to  trade,  wherby  the  manufactories  of  linnen  and  woolen  may 

be   exported  and   considerable   returns   made  to   the   advantage  of  this 

natione  in  generall  and  of  the  royall  burrows  in  particular,  the  committe 

will  be  pleased  to  consider  what  may  be  the  best  and  most  effectuall 

method  for  promoving  the  saids  manufactories  in  the  severall  burghs  royall 

and  exporting  thereof  furth  of  the  kingdome,  and  the  convention  appointed 

the  burghs    of  Edinburgh,   Perth,   Dundie,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,   Lithgow, 

Glasgow,  Haddington,  Selkirk,  and  Dunbarton,  as  a  committe  to  consider 

the   saids  overtures  and  what  ells  should  be  remitted  to  them  by  the 

conventione. 

4.  The  committe  to  whom  the  consideratione  of  the  overtures  given  Report  by 

°  committee  on 

in  to  the  conventione  was  remitted  reported  that  they  havmg  mett  and  overtures. 
considered  the  first  paragraph  of  the  saids  overtures  concerning  the  staple 
port,  they  were  of  oppinion  the  consideration  thereof  should  be  delayed 
till  the  next  annual  conventione,  in  respect  the  committe  appointed  by  the 
last  annual  convention  for  the  staple  port  had  not  yet  received  any  ansuer 
to  the  letter  writen  by  them  to  her  Majestie  and  toun  of  Camp  veer  there- 
anent ;  and  having  likeuise  considered  the  second  paragraph  of  the  said 
memoriall  they  fand  the  committe  appointed  by  the  last  generall  conven- 
tion for  the  unfree  trade  had  already  appointed  the  unfree  traders  to  be 
cited  befor  them  upon  the  first  Thursday  of  June  next  and  therefor  delayed 
the  further  consideratione  thereof  till  the  said  committe  make  report 
of  their  proceedur  thereanent  to  the  next  annuall  conventione ;  and  having 
also  considered  the  third  paragraph  of  the  said  overtures  it  was  their 
opinion  the  convention  should  recomend  to  the  said  committe  for  trade 
appointed  by  the  last  generall  convention  to  draw  up  ane  address  to  be 
presented  to  her  Majestie  in  relatione  to  the  said  affair  ;  and  having  likeuise 
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^DiNBDEGH.  considered  the  last  paragraph  of  the  saids  overtures  they  were  of  oppinione 
jj — ~r — ^  the  conventione  should  remitt  the  further  consideratione  thereof  to  the 
committee  on  said  committe  appointed  by  the  last  generall  conventione  for  trade  that 
overtures.  ^j_^^^  ^^^  prepare  the  same  against  the  meeting  of  the  next  annual  con- 
ventione. Which  report  of  the  said  committe  being  heard  and  considered 
by  the  conventione,  they  approved  thereof  and  recomended  to  the  said 
committe  to  draw  up  the  said  address  to  be  presented  to  her  Majestie  in 
relatione  to  the  said  affair. 
Cess,  taxt  roll.  5.  The  conventione  takeing  to  their  consideratione  that  by  ane  act  of 
the  British  parliament,  intituled  Ane  act  for  granting  ane  aid  to  her 
Majestie  to  be  raised  by  a  land  tax  in  Great  Britain  for  the  service  of  the 
year  j"'  vij*^  and  eight,  the  particular  proportione  of  cess  payable  by  the 
severall  royall  burrows  is  not  duly  adjusted  conforme  to  their  present  taxt 
roll,  and  that  by  the  said  act  it  is  particularly  provyded  that  the  propor- 
tione of  the  said  burrows  in  Scotland  be  rated  and  payed  as  their  taxt 
roll  now  is  or  shall  be  settled  by  themselves,  therefor  the  conventione 
recomends  to  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh  and  Aberdeen  to  draw  out  a  list 
of  the  taxt  roll  as  it  was  last  proportioned  by  the  royal  burrows,  with  the 
particular  sum  payable  by  each  burgh,  and  appoints  their  agent  to  send 
inclosed  in  the  next  generall  missive  the  particular  quota  payable  by  the 
respective  burghs  conforme  to  the  said  taxt  roll,  and  recomends  to  the 
burghs  of  Edinburgh  and  Dumbarton,  or  any  one  of  them,  to  delyver  ane 
authentick  double  thereof  to  the  receiver  of  her  Majesties  cess  of  North 
Britain  to  be  the  rule  by  which  he  is  to  collect  the  same  in  all  tyme  com- 
ing during  the  continuance  of  the  said  taxt  roll,  and  this  to  be  delyvered 
under  forme  of  instrument. 
Qualifications  6.    Severall  members  having  craved  advyce  how  to  proceed  in  the 

t/vet^fn  parUa-  ^lectione  of  fitt  persons  to  represent  them  in  the   ensueing  parliament  of 
ment.  Great  Brittain,  particularly  anent  the  qualifications   of  persons  to  repre- 

sent them,  as  being  a  matter  of  great  import  and  concern  to  the  burrows, 
both  in  itself  and  in  the  preparative  as  to  ensueing  parliaments,  and  the 
convention  having  taken  this  matter  into  their  consideratione,  they  befor 
ansuer  remitted  the  consideratione  thereof  to  the  committe  appointed  to 
consider  the  overtures,  and  recomends  to  the  said  committe  to  revise  their 
records,  the  laws  and  acts  of  parliament  and  acts  of  conventione  in  rela- 
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tione  to  the  qualifications  of  persons  to  represent  the  burrows  in  parlia-  Edinburgh. 

,  ^      ,,  ,•  i.       .    ,  14  May  1708. 

ments  or  generall  conventions  oi  estates. 


7.  The  committe  having  reported  to  the   conventione  that  they  had  Report  as  to 
purused  their  records  and  acts  of  conventione  of  burrows  relating  to  the  of  representa- 
qualifications  of  persons  to  represent  them  in  parliaments,  as  also  severall  *\g^t™  pariia- 
laws  and  acts  of  parliament  relative  to  this  matter,  and  they  found  that 

by  the  ancient  constitutione  and  many  acts  of  conventione  for  severall  ages, 
and  by  severall  acts  of  parliament  in  severall  reigns  of  our  sovereigns,  that 
persons  comissionat  by  burghs  to  represent  them  in  parliament  or  con- 
ventione of  estates  behoved  to  be  trading  merchants,  residenters,  and  who 
bore  charges  within  burgh,  and  who  were  gainers  or  losers  in  their  con- 
cerns, and  that  at  severall  times  persons  not  so  qualified  have  been 
rejected  and  that  these  acts  when  not  observed  have  been  revived  by  sub- 
sequent acts,  and  the  convention  having  considered  the  report  of  the  com- 
mitte, with  the  acts  of  parliament  and  acts  of  conventione  of  burrows  as 
they  stand  recorded  in  their  books,  to  which  the  report  did  relate,  they 
did  remitt  this  m.atter  to  the  said  committe  to  be  revised  and  reported  to 
them  against  the  morrow  at  ten  oclock  at  which  time  they  are  to  have  the 
same  under  consideratione. 

15  May  1708. 

8.  The  committe  did  resum  their  former  report  in  relation  to  the  Actastoquaii- 
qualifications  of  persons  to  represent  the  burrows  in  parliament,  with  this  representa- 
additione  that  when  the  burrows  in  Scotland  were  a  third  estate  of  the^^g^^'"  P^'"'^''" 
natione  and  had  so  full  a  representation  of  above  sixty  members,  it  was 

not  aluayes  easie  to  find  so  many  persons  qualified  conforme  to  the  con- 
stitutione of  burrows  and  the  forsaid  acts  to  represent  them  in  the  parlia- 
ment of  Scotland,  and  therefor  tho  frequently  revived  were  not  constantly 
and  duly  observed,  yet  seeing  now  by  the  union  of  the  tuo  kingdomes  only 
fiften  persons  are  to  represent  the  wholl  burrows  in  Scotland  it  will  be 
easier  to  find  fifteen  trading  merchants  to  represent  them  in  the  ensuing 
parliaments  of  Great  Britain,  and  considering  the  great  poverty  of  the 
burghs  occasioned  through  the  great  decay  of  trade  and  the  necessity  to 
have  persons  to  represent  them  who  will  be  concerned  in  the  advancement 
and  promotting  of  trade  and  the  interests  of  burghs  arising  therefrom, 
2  3l 
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irMay  ms.  ■^itliout  which  they  will  not  be  able  to  bear  their  proportione  of  cess  aud 
Aotastoquaii-  ot^er  burdens  within  burgh,  they  are  of  oppinione  that  it  should  be  recom- 
fications  of  mended  from  the  severall  burghs  as  also  from  this  conventione  to  the 
tfve7in°pariia-  whoU  burghs  of  North  Britain  to  make  choise  of  knowing  skilfull  trading 
""^"*'  merchants,  burgesses  of  any  burgh  in   Scotland,  to  represent  them  in  all 

the  subsequent  parliaments  of  Great  Britain,  as  being  the  fittest  persons 
conforme  to  the  qualifications  forsaid  required  by  the  said  acts  and  most 
concerned  in  the  interest  of  the  burrows  and  most  sutable  to  the  erectione 
and  constitutione  therof  The  conventione  having  heard  the  forsaid 
report,  and  haveing  taken  the  same  with  the  severall  acts  of  parliament 
and  acts  of  convention  of  burrows  as  they  stand  recorded  in  their  books, 
I.  in  relation  to  the  qualifications  of  persons  to  represent  them  in  parlia- 

'  ments,  as  also  considering  the  great  poverty  of  the  burrows  which  hes 

ensued  through  the  decay  of  trade  and  not  observing  of  these  acts  and 
qualifications  of  commissioners  to  represent  them,  as  likeuise  consider- 
ing the  smalness  of  the  number  who  are  now  to  represent  the  burrows  in 
Scotland  in  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  there  will  nothing 
more  contribute  to  the  retriving  of  the  decayed  circumstances  and  condi- 
tions of  the  burghs  and  to  the  advancement  and  promoveing  of  trade  in 
the  United  Kingdome  and  the  interest  and  advantage  of  the  burghs  then 
to  have  knowing  trading  merchants  to  represent  them  in  the  ensueing 
parliaments,  therefor  they  doe  hereby  seriously  recommend  to  all  the 
burghs  of  Scotland  as  they  are  cantoned  and  in  districts  to  make  choise 
of  honnest  knowing  trading  merchants,  burgesses,  or  magistrats  and  coun- 
sellers  of  any  burgh  in  Scotland,  to  represent  them  in  the  ensueing  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  as  being  a  necessary  qualificatione,  conforme  to 
the  ancient  erectione  and  constitutione  of  burghs,  enjoyned  and  required 
by  severall  laws  and  acts  of  parliament,  and  by  many  acts  and  conventions 
of  burrows,  such  persons  being  most  concerned  in  the  promoting  of  trade 
and  the  true  interest  of  burrows,  and  which  will  be  the  true  mean  and 
way  to  revive  and  restore  the  decayed  circumstances  and  conditions  of  the 
burghs,  and  whereby  they  will  be  enabled  to  bear  their  proportione  of  the 
cess  and  publick  burdens  as  well  as  the  other  burdens  and  charges  within 
burgh. 
Address  to  her  9.  The  conventione,  considering  that  it  is  their  duty  to  address  her 
ilJvlsfon^  "^ '°    Majestie  upon  the  late  happy  disapoyntment  of  the  designed  invasione  of 
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a  Popish  Pretender,  supported  by  a  forreigne  pouer,  they  recomended  to  Edinburgh. 
the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dundie,   Aberdeen,   Stirling,  Linlithgow,    — ^— —  '  - 
St    Andrews,    Haddington,    Sellcirk    and   Dumbarton,    whereof   three   a  Majestie  as  to 
quorum,  Edinburgh  being  aluayes  one,  to   draw  up  the  said  address  to  be  '"™^'°"- 
presented  to  the  conventione  on  Monday  next  at  nine  o'clock. 

17  May  17 08. 

1 0.  The  committe  appointed  by  the  conventione  the  fiften  instant  to  Address  to  her 
draw  up  ane  address  to  be  presented  to  her  Majestie  gave  in  the  said  approved  of. 
address,  which  was  read  and  approver)  by  the  convention  and  ordained 
to  be  recorded  and  subscribed  by  their  preses  and  transmitted  to  her 
Majestie,  wherof  the  tennor  folloues  : — To  the  Queens  Most  Excellent 
Majestie.  We  your  Majesties  most  loj'all  and  dutyfull  subjects,  the 
representatives  of  the  royall  burrows  in  the  present  conventione,  do  most 
humbly  represent  that  this  being  the  first  time  we  could  meet  together 
since  the  last  happy  deliverance  of  this  part  of  your  Majesties  kingdome 
of  Great  Britain  from  the  threatned  invasione,  we  thought  ourselves  bound 
in  all  duty  to  concurr  with  your  Majesties  other  faithfull  subjects  in  express- 
ing our  uttmost  abhorrance  and  detestatione  of  that  wicked  designe  of 
the  French  King  to  invade  your  dominions.  We  do  most  heartily 
congratulat  the  success  of  your  Majesties  navy  and  armes,  so  speedily  and 
seasonably  provyded  to  defeat  that  horrid  interprise.  We  do  likeuise, 
in  all  humble  duty,  give  your  Majestie  full  assurance  that  we  shall  never 
be  wanting  to  maintain  and  defend  your  Majesties  royall  persone  and 
successione  in  the  protestant  line  against  all  attempts  of  the  Pretender 
and  his  adherents  ;  and  that  the  divine  protectione  may  be  aluayes  touards 
your  sacred  persone  and  government,  that  your  counsells  and  armes  may 
be  ever  attended  with  success,  and  that,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  your  life 
and  reign  may  be  long  and  prosperous,  is  and  shall  be  the  constant  prayer 
of,  may  it  please  your  Majestie,  [etc.] 

General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  f juiyms.' 

Edinburgh,  William  Neilson  and  John  Mirrie  ;   Perth,  James  Crie  ;   Dundie,  Sederunt. 
George  Yeaman  ;  Aberdeen,  James  Catanach  ;   Stirling,  John  ^rskine  ;   Linhtli- 
gow,  James  Buncle  ;   St  Andrews,  Alexander  Watsone  ;  Glasgow,  Robert  Rodger  ; 
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EDINBnRGH. 

6  July  1708. 
Sederunt. 


Hadingtoun,  Eobei-t  Gray  ;  Dysert,  John  Mortimer  j  Kirkaldie,  James  Osuald  ; 
Montrose,  Robert  Turnbull  ;  Ooupar,  Andrew  Eutherfoord ;  Anstruther  Easter, 
George  Scott ;  Dumfreis,  John  Kennan  ;  Inverness,  Alexander  Duff ;  Inner- 
keithing,  John  Lundin  ;  Kinghorn,  Robert  Bruce  ;  Brichen,  Alexander  Young  ; 
Irving,  Mr  William  Cunningham  ;  Jedburgh,  John  Smith  ;  Kirkudbright,  David 
Lidderdale;  Wigtoun,  Simon  Gulline  ;  Pittenueem,  William  Bell;  Dumferm- 
ling,  John  Veitch  ;  Anstruther  Wester,  George  Smith  ;  Selkirk,  Andrew  Wauch  ; 
Dumbarton,  Sir  James  SmoUet ;  Renfrew,  Mr  John  Cochran  ;  Dunbar,  William 
Faa  ;  Lanerk,  William  Inglis  ;  Aberbrothock,  John  Hutchesone  ;  Elgin,  Thomas 
Calder  ;  Peebles,  Robert  Forrester  ;  Craill,  Mr  John  Wood  ;  Bamf,  Sir  Alex- 
ander Ogilvie ;  Whitherne,  John  M'Gouane ;  Forfar,  Charles  Dicksone ; 
Rutherglen,  John  Scott ;  Northberwick,  James  Miller  ;  Lauder,  William  Smith  ; 
Kilrenny,  James  Peacock  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Jolinstone ;  Lochmaben,  Mr 
John  Hendersone  ;  Dinguell,  Sir  James  Mackenzie  ;  Queensferry,  James  Dal- 
gleish  ;  Fortrose,  William  Tolme  ;  Week,  James  Murray  j  Inverbervie,  Alex- 
ander Arbuthnot  ;  (seventeen  burghs  blank.) 


Preses. 

Members 
qiialified. 


Revising  com- 
missious. 


6  July  1708. 

1.  Sir  Samuell  M'Olellan,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

Immediatly  thereafter  the  wholl  members  of  conventione  with  their 
clerks  and  deput  tooke  and  subscribed  the  abjuratione ;  as  alsoe  such 
other  of  the  members  as  had  not  formerly  taken  the  oath  of  alegiance 
did  take  the  same  and  subscribe  it  with  the  assurance. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions. 


7  July  1708. 

3.  Approved  of  the  whole  commissions  except  that  of  Tain  the  consideration 
of  which  was  again  remitted  to  committee. 

4.  Remitted  the  general  missive  to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  revise  the  commissions. 

5.  Having  received  report  of  the  committee,  the  convention  appointed  certain 
articles  to  be  heads  of  next  general  missive. 

Erecting  6.   The   coHventione  considering  that  notwithstanding-  bv  the  sixth 

manufactories.       .■  i        /■  .i  •     •  i    i  i     •  .         •,  o       j  "  '^"" 

article  ot  the  missive  each  burgh  is  appointed  to  erect  and  set  up  manu- 
factories within  their  several  bounds  for  imploying  idle  and  poor  people 
and  thereby  disburden  these  burrows  of  maintaining  such  persones,  yet  ther 


Commissions 
approven. 

Missive  re- 
mitted. 

Heads  of 
missive  con- 
tinued. 
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hes  been  hitherto  noe  effectuall  executione  of  that  act,  to  the  great  prejudice  f  j^^fv™' 

and  apparent  mine  of  the  state   of  burrows  if  not  timeously  remeeded,  ~^^^ 

therefore  they  doe  not  only  appoint  and  ordaine  the  said   sixth  article   to  maaufactories. 

continue  to  be  ane  head  of  the  missive  but  also  they  doe  of  new  statute 

that  each  burgh  doe  report  their  dilligence  to  the  next  generall  conven- 

tione  of  their  puting  the  forsaid  act  to  due   executione,  with  certificatione 

that  all  or  such  of  the  saids  burrows  as  shall  failyie  in  executing  the  said 

act  and  giving  in  report  of  their  dilligence  to  the  said  next  annuall  con- 

ventione  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  in  to  the  agent  of  the  royall  burrows  the 

sum  of  ane  hundred  pounds,  Scots  money,  without  delay  or  defalcatione, 

and  which  sums  so  to  be  incurred  of  penalty  are  appointed  to  be  applyed 

for  the  use  of  the  royall  burrows  who  shall  give   obedience  by  setting  up 

manufactories  and  imploying  their  poor  and  idle  inhabitants. 

7.  It  being   represented  by  some  of  the  members  that  in  severall  Against  mis- 

.  °         '^  .  .  .  applicatione  of 

burghs  wherein  there  are  mortifications  that  the  same  are  missaplyed  and  mortifications. 

gevin  to  severall  persons  and  uses  contrair  to  the  foundations,   wherby 

not  only  such  pious  dotations  are  discouraged   but  also  many  people  are 

incouraged  in  ane  idle  and  lazie  trifHing  their  youth,  and  become  depauperat 

and  burdings  to  the  places  of  their  residence,  having  no  vther  view  but  by 

their  relations  or  interest  with  the  managers  of  such  mortifications  to  be 

provyded  in  ane  livelyhood,  therefore  the  conventione  expressly  inhibite 

and  discharge  all  such  misapplications   in  time  coming,   and  do  hereby 

declare  that  when  any  of  the  burrows  shall  be  found  guilty  of  or  accessory 

unto  any  such  mismanagements  they  shall  be  censured  and  punished  by 

the  conventione  according  to  their  demerit. 

8.  The  conventione  considering  that  nothing  does  more  contribute  to  ^nTv^ant 
the  decay  of  the  royall  burrows  then  the  idleness  of  their  inhabitants,  and  persons,  etc 
that  the  same  is    much   incouraged   by  the   supine  negligence  of  such 
magistrats    as    either    allow  or    connive  at    the    harbour  and  resett    of 

idle  and  vagrant  persons,  who  when  they  become  bankrupt  and  destitute  of 
livelyhood  doe  creep  into  royall  burrows  and  there  lurk  and  must  certainly 
be  subsisted  either  by  sorning  or  thieving  or  some  other  such  indirect 
methods,  therefore  the  conventione  does  discharge  any  of  their  burrows 
to  suffer  any  idle  or  vagrant  persons  to  remaine  within  there  burghs,  and 
to  stop  and  hinder  any  such  people  to  come  and  reside  amongst  them  in 
time  coming,  and  for  that  effect  they  shall  conveen  befor  them  all  such 
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Edinbubgh. 
7  July  1708. 

Against  idle 
and  vagrant 
persons,  etc. 


Stirling,  sale 
of  lands. 


Act  for  com- 
posing differ- 
ences in 
"burghs. 


Bruntisland. 


Tain, 


idle  or  vagrant  persons  and  take  ane  account  of  the  way  of  their  living 
and  if  they  cannot  give  satisfying  accounts  of  themselves  that  they  can 
live  without  being  a  burden  to  the  place  then  they  are  instantly  to  be 
removed  therefrae ;  and  each  burgh  is  expressly  appointed  to  report  their 
dilligence  in  this  matter  to  the  next  generall  conventione,  under  the  same 
penalties  and  certifications  as  are  contained  in  the  act  made  anent 
erecting  of  manufactories.  It  is  aluise  hereby  declared  that  wher  mortifica- 
tions are  express  in  their  destinations  and  applications  the  same  are  to  be 
punctually  observed  according  to  the  letter  thereof ;  as  also  that  in  such 
burghs  wherein  are  objects  of  charity,  either  consisting  of  persons  old  and 
superannuat,  who  have  been  antient  burgesses  and  inhabitants,  or 
decripped  sickly  persons  who  are  not  able  to  work,  that  such  are 
excepted  and  nouayes  comprehended  in  this  act, 

9,  The  committee  appointed  by  the  11th  act  of  the  general  convention  in 
July  1705  reported  that  they  had  considered  the  sale  of  "  the  lands  of  Bridge- 
haugh  and  the  lands  upon  the  east  side  of  the  shoar  calsay  belonging  to  the  burgh 
of  Stirling,"  and  found  that  the  same  had  been  profitably  sold  and  the  price 
applied  towards  payment  of  the  town's  debt.  The  convention  approved  and 
appointed  the  disposition  to  be  recorded  in  the  burgh  records. 

10,  The  burghs  of  Aberdeen,  Kirkaldie,  Montrose,  Inverness,  Peebles  and 
Kilrenny  produced  extracts  of  the  "  act  for  composing  of  differences  within  burgh, 
etc.,  and  the  conventione  did  yet  allow  such  burghs  as  have  not  yet  given  in 
extracts  thereof  to  transmitt  the  same  to  their  clerks  betuixt  and  the  first  of 
November  next.'' 

11,  The  convention  directed  that  the  report  by  the  committee  appointed  to 
see  the  sum  given  to  the  burgh  of  Burntisland  bestowed  for  repairing  their 
harbour  should  be  a  head  of  next  general  missive, 

12,  Approved  of  report  by  the  committee  appointed  to  see  the  sum  of  500 
merks  given  to  the  burgh  of  Tain  for  building  their  tolbooth  rightly  applied. 


Culross, 


9  July  1708. 

13,  Anent  the  petitione  from  the  burgh  of  Culross,  shewing  that  the 
said  burgh  being  now  destitute  of  magistrats  and  thereby  rendered  incap- 
able to  send  any  member  to  the  honorable  conventione,  in  and  through 
the  late  magistrats  their  not  takeing  and  subscribing  the  oath  of  objura- 
tione  as  by  law  appointed,  whereby  the  commone  good  of  the  said  burgh 
and  all  its  affairs  are  like  to  suffer  and  perish,  therefor  craving  the  con- 
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ventione  would  fall  upon  such  wayes  and  means  as  they  should  think  fitt  EDiuBUHott. 

for  restoring  the  said  toun  againe  to  a  settled  magistracy,  and  in  the  mean ^   ^    " 

time  to  autherize  some  of  their  number  to  repair  to  the  said  toun,  at 
whose  sight  some  fitt  persons  may  be  appointed  by  the  community  to 
uplift  the  commone  good  and  to  applye  the  same  for  payment  of  the  publick 
and  other  debts,  as  the  petitione  bears.  Which  being  considered  be  the 
con  ventione,  they  declare  they  will  address  her  Majestic  for  a  popular 
electione  in  ordor  to  obtaine  a  new  magistracy  for  the  said  burgh,  and  in 
the  meantyme  ordained  the  burghs  of  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  Dumfermling, 
Innerkeithing  and  Queensferry,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  repair  to  the  said 
burgh  of  Gulross  upon  the  tenth  of  August  next,  that  at  their  sight  the 
community  may  chuse  tuo  or  three  fitt  persons  to  uplift  the  commone 
good  and  cess  of  the  said  burgh,  the  persons  sua  chosen  finding  cautione 
for  their  intromissione  and  right  applicatione  thereof  and  qualifying  con- 
forme  to  law  and  that  the  saids  commissioners  order  the  stent  to  be  laid 
on  as  formerly. 

14.  The  committee  appointed  in  1706  to  visit  the  tenement  in  Queensferry  Queeitsfeicy, 
sold  to  William  Patersoue  and  to  enquire  how  the  price  was  bestowed,  reported 
that  the  tenement  was  in  a  ruinous  condition,  that  the  burgh  was  not  in  a 
capacity  to  repair  it,  and  that  Patersone  was  the  highest  offerer,  having  offered 
600  merks  Scots  which  "was  given  in  dote  for  augmenting  the  ministers  stipend 
of  the  burgh.'' 

15.   The  conventione  approved  ane  address  to  be  sent  to  her  Majestic  Addresses 

•  1-1  •  iT-1  ITT"  •     approved, 

upon  occasione  oi  the  great  victory  obtained  against  the  Drench  King  in 

Flanders,   as  also  ane  address  to  his  royall  highness  Prince   George  of 

Denmark,  with  ane  letter  to  the  Earle  of  Godolphine,  lord  high  treasurer 

of  Great  Brittain,  of  which  addresses  and  letter  the  tennor  folloues  : — May  Addi-ess  to  her 

it   please   your    Majestie.       Wee   your   royall    burrows    in    conventione     ''J^***®- 

assembled  esteem  ourselves  in   duty  bound  to  lay  hold  of  this  occasione 

to  evidence  to  the  world  the  great  sense  we  haue  of  the  many  blessings 

we  enjoy  under  your  Majesties  glorious  reign,  and  likeuise  to  express  our 

humble  thankfulness  for  your  Majesties  constant  care  and  concern  for  us 

and  all  our  rights  and  priviledges.      At  the  sametime  we  doe  with  hearts 

full  of  joy  begg  leave  to  congratulat  your  Majestie  upon  the  late  glorious 

success  of  your  armes  and   those   of  your  allaies,  against  that  commone 

enemie  of  Europ,  obtained  under  the  conduct  of  your  Majesties  renouned 
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Edinburgh,     generall  the  Duke  of  Marleborough,  and  we  hope  by  your  Majesties  wise 

'-^ '- —  and    steedy    conduct    that   French    monarch    shall    at   last   be    rendered 

Majestie.  °  ^^  incapable  any  more  to  disturb  the  peace  of  Europe.  Wee  doe  againe 
renew  our  humble  duty  and  assurance  to  stand  by  your  Majestie  with 
our  lives  and  fortounes  against  all  your  enemies  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  to  maintain  and  defend  the  successione  of  the  croun  in  the 
protestant  line  as  by  law  established,  heartily  praying  your  Majestie  a 
long  and  glorious  reign,  that  your  forces  may  still  proue  victorious  over 
all  your  enemies  and  that  your  royall  hands  may  still  hold  the  ballance  of 
Europe.     May  it  please  your  Majestie,  [etc.] 

Letter  to  ^  ^  Folloues  the  Letter  to  Prince  George  : — May  it  please  your  Koyall 

of  Deiimark.  Highness.  Wee  having  had  occasione  at  our  annual  meeting  to  consider 
the  trade  of  this  part  of  the  natione,  the  protectione  wherof  doth  so  much 
tend  both  for  increasing  of  her  Majesties  customes  and  the  welfare  of  the 
subjects,  we  humbly  begg  leave  to  represent  to  your  royall  highness  that 
many  of  our  ships  haue  been  taken  of  late  by  French  privateers  who  doe 
very  much  abound  upon  our  coasts,  and  any  litle  trade  we  haue  is  thereby 
rendered  so  precarious  and  uncertain  that  we  must  earnestly  beseech  that  for 
the  futur  the  convoy es  and  cruzers  who  are  to  guard  our  coasts  may  be 
ordered  to  call  at  the  seuerall  herbours  and  ports  from  the  firth  of  Forth 
to  the  Orkneys  on  the  east  part,  and  from  the  Isle  of  Man  to  the  mouth 
of  Clyde  on  the  west  part,  and  take  such  ships  as  may  be  therein  under 
their  safe  conduct  and  convoy.  We  also  humbly  represent  to  your  royall 
highness  that  Captain  Campbell,  commander  of  her  Majesties  ship  the 
Dumbartone,  having  been  taken  of  late  by  the  French  upon  the  western 
coast,  our  trade  hath  suffered  extreamly  since  that  time  for  want  of  ships 
of  force  there,  which  we  are  confident  your  royall  highness  will  cause 
take  care  of  for  the  future.  Wee  intreat  your  royall  highness  in  your 
great  wisdome  would  be  pleased  to  consider  that  seeing  a  great  part  of 
our  trade  is  only  from  one  herbour  here  to  another,  that  therefor  some 
ships  of  a  small  force  would  be  of  great  use  to  protect  us  and  to  delyver 
us  from  the  dangers  to  quhich  our  ships  are  obnoxious  from  small  priva- 
teers which  lurk  in  the  creeks  of  the  coast,  and  likeuise  that  the  ships 
appointed  for  that  statione  may  be  ordered  to  convoy  our  ships  bound 
eastuard  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sound  in  the  same  manner  our  friggots 
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were  formerly  in  use  to  doe.      These  things  we  in  all  humility  lay  hefor  Edinburgh. 

your  royall  highness,  being   confidently  assured   of  your  great   care   and  '- — 

concerne  for  the  trade  of  this  part  of  the  natione   and   the  protectione  Prince  George 
thereof,  and  praying  for  all  health  and  happiness  to  your  royall  high-  °*  Denmark, 
ness.       May  it  please  your  royall  Highness  [etc.]       Edinburgh,  10  July 
1708. 

Folloues  the  letter  to  the  Lord  Godolphin: — My  Lord.  "We  lay  hold  '^^^I^'q"^^^ 
on  this  occasione  to  give  your  lordship  our  humble  thanks  for  the  books  pi™. 
relating  to  her  Majesties  customes  transmitted  to  us  by  your  lordships 
order,  and  likeuise  to  assure  your  lordship  that  we  shall  still  use  our 
endeavours  to  give  all  due  encouragement  to  these  are  or  shall  be  im- 
ployed  in  her  Majesties  revenues.  We  have  addressed  his  royall  high- 
ness the  Prince  George  of  Denmark,  for  securing  our  costs  from  the 
insults  of  French  privateers  which  doe  constantly  infest  us,  and  are  very 
prejudiciall  to  our  trade,  wherein  we  doe  earnestly  intreat  your  lordships 
concurrance.  The  many  demonstrations  we  haue  had  of  your  favour  and 
the  great  confidence  we  repose  in  your  lordship  affoords  this  new  trouble 
that  your  lordship  would  be  pleased  to  doe  us  the  honour  to  present  our 
humble  address  to  her  Majestie  with  our  letter  to  his  Eoyall  Highness 
which  is  herewith  transmitted,  and  we  doe  assure  your  lordship  that  upon 
all  occasions  we  will  give  proof  how  much  we  are  in  all  sincerity,  may  it 
please  your  lordship,  [etc.]    Edinburgh,  10  July  1708. 

12  July  1708. 

1 6.  On  petition  from  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh,  the  convention  authorised  the  jedbura-h 
agent  to  disburse  what  shall  be  found  necessary  for  defending  the  action  against 

the  burgh  referred  to  in  an  act  of  the  particular  convention,  dated  26th  November 
last. 

17.  Allowed  the  burgh  of  Elgin  to  feu  or  set  in  tack  their  muir  lying  south  Elgin. 
and  south-west  from  the  moss  of  Mostowie. 

18.  On  the  recommendation  of  the  visitors  appointed  to  visit  Kirkcudbright,  Kirkcudbright, 
the  convention  ratified  a  tack  to  David  Curror,  merchant,  burgess  of  that  burgh,  *is'"iig- 

of  the  fishing  and  fish  yard  belonging  to  that  burgh  (which  "  for  severall  years 
bypast  had  only  payed  tuenty  merkes  yearly  ")  for  the  space  of  twenty-one  years 
at  a  yearly  rent  of  £40  Scots. 

2  3  M 
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arms.  13  July  1708. 

Frazer  and  19.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  Alexander  Clerk  and  John  Frazer  the  sum 

Clark.  of  £600  Scots,  and  John  Vere  Kennedy  to  pay  them  the  remaining  £500  Scots 

of  the  sum  allowed  to  them  by  an  act  of  the  committee  on  26th  December  last. 

Earl  of  Pan-  20.   The  Commissioners  for  the  burghs   of  Stirling  and  Dumbarton, 

ofXldLen.™'^  appointed  by  the  committe  to  interpose  with  the  Earle  of  Panmuir  in 
order  to  accomodat  the  difference  betuixt  his  lordship  and  the  toun  of 
Brichen,  reported  that  the  earle  being  by  contract  obliged  to  chose  a 
baillie  out  of  a  leet  to  be  made  up  by  the  toun  at  Michaelmass  yearly, 
and  the  persone  last  chosen  being  rendered  uncapable  to  exerce  through 
his  not  qualifying  himself  according  to  law,  and  that  no  new  leet  being 
given  the  earle  did  put  in  a  baillie  of  his  oun  chosing,  but  at  the  same 
tyme  the  Lord  Grange  having  right  from  the  earle  was  willing  to  give  it 
under  his  hand  that  the  puting  in  the  present  baillie  should  be  no  in- 
fringement of  the  touns  priuiledges  and  so  was  willing  to  keep  up  friend- 
ship with  the  toun  of  Brichen  and  observe  the  contract  strictly  in  all 
time  coming  ;  wherupon  the  conventione  appointed  the  commissioners  of 
Dundie,  Aberdeen,  Stirling  and  Montrose,  to  wait  upon  the  earle  and 
thank  his  lordship  in  the  conventions  name  for  his  condescendance  in 
this  affair  and  to  intreat  his  lordships  fauour  to  the  said  burgh  in  time 
coming. 

Actanentthe  21.  Appointed  a  committee  to  make  exact  inquiry  into  the  ancient  constitu- 

buTgh  of  Tarn,  ^jo^^  ^gg  and  wont  of  the  election  of  the  magistrates  and  town  council  of  the 

burgh  of  Tain,  and  if  the  same  has  been  altered,  with  full  power  "  to  make  a  new 

sett  and  constitution  for  the  said  btirgh  conforme  to  its  ancient  constitutione, 

use  and  wont and  to  take  all  such  other  methods  as  may  creat  a  good 

understanding  in  the  said  burgh,  to  the  effect  they  may  live  in  emity  and  peace 
and  within  the  due  bounds  and  limits  that  is  suitable  to  all  the  members  of  such 
incorporations. ' ' 

Justices  of  the  22.  The  commissioners  from  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth,  Dun- 
peace,  die,  and  Dumbarton,  who  were  appointed  by  the  committe  to  consult  her 
Majesties  advocat  anent  the  true  extent  and  bounds  of  the  justices  of 
peace,  their  jurisdictione,  inregard  of  seuerall  incroachments  made  be 
them  upon  the  royall  burrows,  and  in  case  any  new  power  hath  been 
granted  to  the  saids  justices  contrair  to  the  rights  of  the  burrows  to  see 
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what  was  the  readiest  way  to  get   redress,  reported    that  they  having  Edinbueqh. 
informed  the  lord  advocat   thereof  his   lordship  ansuered    that   he  was 


desired  by  the  Earle  of  Sunderland  to  enquire  into  the  very  same  affair  peace, 
now  depending  betuixt  the  toun  of  Edinburgh  and  the  justices  of  peace  of 
the  shire  of  Midlouthian  and  to  transmitt  to  her  Majestie  his  opinione  there- 
anent,  which  he  was  to  doe,  and  desired  the  other  burrows  to  acquaint  him 
with  any  incroachment  made  upon  them  by  the  saids  justices  of  peace 
that  he  might  acquaint  the  Queen  therewith  ;  whereupon  the  conven- 
tione  appointed  Sir  Robert  Forbes,  their  agent,  furthwith  to  transmitt  to 
the  haill  burrows  the  lord  advocats  opinione  theiranent. 

23.  The  committe  appointed  to  consult  the  lord  advocat  anent  the  Staple  con- 
staple  contract  reported  that  it  was  his  lordships  oppinione  that  the  staple 
contract  could  not  be  broken  up  on  pretence  of  violations  on  either  side, 
inregard  of  a  particular  clause  in  the  contract  allouing  only  reparatione 
against  the  transgressors  thereof,  but  that  the  conventione  might  address 
her  Majestie  and  represent  the  many  infractions  of  the  staple  made  by 
the  toun  of  Campvere  and  with  all  to  intreat  the  Queen  would  be  pleased 
to  signifie  to  the  said  toun  that  unless  they  obserued  the  contract  punc- 
tually in  time  coming  she  would  interpose  her  royall  authoritie  in  order 
to  the  freeing  the  burrows  therefrom,  whereupon  the  conventione 
appointed  the  burghs  of  Dundie,  Stirling  and  Dumbarton,  to  bring  in  to 
the  conventione  the  draught  of  the  said  address  and  of  the  ansuere  to 
the  toun  of  Campvere  and  secretary  Boy  11.  Thereafter  the  conventione 
appointed  this  report  to  be  reconsidered  inrespect  it  seems  to  have  pro- 
ceeded upon  wrong  informatione. 

24.  Appointed  a  committee  to  meet  at  eight  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  to  Agents  ao- 
consider  the  agent's  accounts  and  report. 

25.  The  same  day,  it  being  desired  by  those  burghs  who  had  right  Weights  and 
to  keep  the  weights  and  measures  that  they  might  be  alloued  to  retaine 
all  those  sent  from  England,  the  conventione  by  advice  from  Sir  James 
Stewart,  her  Majesties  advocat,  found  the  saids  burghs  could  only  retain 
each  of  them  one  or  tuo  setts,  and  that  the  rest  ought  to  be  distribute 
amongst  the  remnant  burghs  who  want  as  farr  as  they  will  goe,  and  this 
being  done  other  new  ones  must  be  made  by  the  forsaids  burghs  who  haue 
right  to  keep  them  according  to  the  standart  of  those  they  haue  already. 
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Edinbuegh. 
13  July  1708. 


to  be  marked  with  the  dean  of  gilds  seall  of  the  respective  burrows,  keepers 
therof,  and  therafter  to  be  distribute  amongst  those  who  want. 


15  July  1708. 

d^^u\t°?'d  ^^'   '^^®  committe  appointed  to  bring  in  ane  draught  of  ane  address 

dress,  and  let-  to  her  Majestie  anent  the  staple,  with  ane  ansuer  to  the  letters  from  the 
ers  approver!.  ^^^^  ^^  Campvere  and  Mr  Secretary  Boyll  thereanent,  reported  the  same 
to  the  conventione,  which  being  read  was  votted  and  approven,  the 
Address  to  her  tennor  whereof  foUowes  : — May  it  please  your  Majestie.  We  your  royall 
ajes  le.  burrows,  assembled  in  this  present  generall  conventione,  having  taken  your 
Majesties  gracious  letter  concerning  the  observance  of  the  staple  contract 
with  the  toun  of  Campvere  under  our  serious  consideratione,  and  thereby 
understanding  that  it  is  your  Majesties  inclinatione  that  we  should  con- 
tinue the  samen,  we  doe  in  all  humble  duty  complye  with  your  royall 
pleasure  and  doe  resolve  to  pass  by  all  the  former  breaches  the  toun  of 
Campvere  has  made  on  their  part,  upon  expectatione  that  in  time  coming 
they  will  send  seasonable  and  suitable  convoys  to  our  ships  and  performe 
the  other  conditions  of  that  contract,  for  quhich  end  wee  humbly  desire 
that  your  Majestie  would  be  graciously  pleased  to  recomend  it  seriously  to 
the  states  of  Zeland  and  toun  of  Campvere  that  they  give  us  no  farther 
ground  of  complaint  nor  discouragement  to  the  merchants  and  masters  of 
ships  who  shall  for  hereafter  resort  to  the  Netherlands,  that  so  ane  good 
correspondence  may  be  cultivated  betuixt  them  and  us  and  that  your 
Majestie  may  receive  no  further  trouble  by  complaints  upon  the  account 
of  new  breaches  and  failyures  by  either  parties  concerned.  We  doe  ear- 
nestly pray  that  the  Almighty  God  may  pouer  forth  his  best  blessings 
upon  your  royall  persone  and  government,  as  being  the  greatest  earthly 
hapyness  that  is  proposed  by,  may  it  please  your  Majestie,  [etc.] 


Letter  to  the 
toun  of  Camp- 
vere. 


Folloues  the  ansuer  to  the  toun  of  Campveres  letter  : — Eight  Hon- 
ourable. In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  1 8  of  May  and  of  the  memoriall 
you  transmitted  to  us,  we  haue  after  full  consideratione  of  the  samen  re- 
solued  to  pass  by  all  the  grounds  of  complaint  formerly  given  us  by  ther 
not  sending  seasonable  and  suteable  convoys  and  other  breaches  of  the 
staple  contract,  and  are  willing  that  any  mistakes  which  have  fallen  out 
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upon  either  side  be  buried  in  oblivione,  and  firmly  to  obserue  the  staple  ??^?^,^^?S;j, 
contract  for  hereafter,  upon  the  confident  expectatione  that  ye  will  under- '- 

Letter  to  the 

take  and  assure  us  that  ye  will  performe  what  ye  are  bound  to  doe  upon  toun  of  Camp- 
your  part  in  the  precise  terms  of  the  contract,  and  if  any  failyure  should  ^^^^' 
happen,  wherby  our  merchants  and  trading  people  may  be  disappointed 
and  discouraged,  ye  will  in  justice  agree  that  we  can  be  no  longer  bound, 
for  it  is  very  obvious  that  it  were  the  greatest  hardship  to  oblige  our 
merchants  to  keep  the  staple  when  they  want  the  protectione  of  your 
convoys  to  cary  them  thither.  Meantime  we  haue  renewed  and  approven 
all  former  acts  for  observing  of  the  staple  and  appointed  that  the  samen 
be  put  to  due  executione,  which  is  ane  infalible  sign  of  our  sincerity  in 
the  matter  and  of  our  earnestness  to  cultivat  ane  good  and  perfect  un- 
derstanding betuixt  your  honours  and  us.  We  recomend  you  all  to  the 
protectione  of  the  Almighty  God,  and  are,  with  much  duty  and  respect, 
right  honourable,  [etc.]     Edinburgh,  15  July  1708. 

Folloues  the  ansuer  to  Mr  Secretary  Boylls  letter  : — Eight  Honour-  tietter  to  Mr 

.  Secretary 

able.  In  ansuer  to  yours  of  the  24th  of  June  anent  the  memoriall  pre-  Boyle, 
sented  to  the  Queen  in  relatione  to  the  staple  contract  betuixt  the  toun 
of  Campvere  and  us,  wherein  her  Majestie  hes  also  signified  to  us  her 
royall  pleasure,  we  have  hereby  transmitted  our  return  which  we  desire 
your  honour  may  be  pleased  to  present  to  her  Majestie  as  to  the  com- 
plaints made  of  our  breaches  of  the  staple.  We  had  more  then  equall 
reasone  to  be  the  first  reclaimers,  yet  considering  her  Majesties  inclina- 
tions to  remove  all  former  mistakes  we  doe  not  insist  upon  them  but  are 
willing  to  observe  the  staple  contract  for  hereafter.  Meantime  we  ear- 
nestly desire  you  will  be  pleased  to  interpose  with  the  states  of  Zeland  and 
toun  of  Campvere  to  performe  their  parts  by  sending  seasonable  convoyes 
to  our  merchants  and  fulfilling  the  other  obligements  of  the  contract, 
and  by  so  doing  we  are  confident  her  Majestie  shall  receive  no  further 
complaints,  and  we  shall  be  the  better  enabled  to  prosecut  such  as  shall 
transgress  the  laws  of  the  staple.  We  hope  you'll  pardon  this  trouble  and 
believe  that  the  royall  burrows  will  upon  all  occasions  approve  themselves 
to  be,  right  honourable,  [etc.]  Sic  subscrihitur :  Sa.  M'Clellan.  Edin- 
burgh, 15  July  1708. 

Postscript.      We  haue  thought  it  duty  for  your  better  informatione  to 
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EDraBUBGH.     send  yow  just  coppies  both  of  our  address  to  her  Majestie  and  of  our  letter 

'—  to  the  toun  of  Campvere. 

Act  appointing  27.  The  conventione,  anent  the  representation  made  to  them  by  the 
measures  to  be  burghs  of  Stirling,  Linlithgow  and  Lanerk,  who  have  right  to  the  keep- 
destnbut.  ^j^g  ^f  ^j^g  standards  of  weights,  measures,  &c.,  find  that  each  of  the  saids 
burghs  have  in  their  custody  the  number  of  ninten  of  the  saids  standards, 
which  were  transmitted  to  them  by  the  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh  by 
warrand  of  her  Majesties  privy  counsell,  and  that  it  will  not  be  necessar 
for  the  said  burghs  to  retaine  all  the  saids  standards,  but  that  a  great 
part  thereof  may  be  instantly  delyvered  up  to  such  of  the  royal  burrows 
as  shall  be  hereafter  appointed,  therefor,  in  the  first  place,  the  conven- 
tione  declare  that  the  delyvery  up  of  the  saids  standards  by  their  warrand 
shall  be  noe  infringment  of  the  rights  and  priviledges  of  the  saids  three 
burrows  anent  their  keeping  of  the  saids  standards  conforme  to  their 
antient  rights  and  priviledges  thereof,  according  as  they  and  their  predi- 
cessors  were  in  use  to  exercise  the  samen.  Item,  the  conventione  appoint 
and  ordaine  that  the  number  of  seventen  of  each  of  the  saids  severaU 
standards  be  furthwith  delyvered  up  by  the  said  priviledged  burghs  to 
such  of  the  burghs  royall  as  the  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh  shall  nominat 
for  receiving  of  the  same.  Item,  the  conventione  appoint  and  ordaine  the 
said  three  priviledged  burrows  to  prepare  and  furnish  exact  setts  of  the 
saids  weights,  measures,  &c.,  precisly  conforme  to  the  standart,  with  the 
respective  burghs  marks  stamped  upon  them,  and  that  each  burgh  who  shall 
receive  of  the  saids  standarts  from  the  said  priviledged  burghs  shall  pay 
thirty  pounds  Scots  for  each  of  the  saids  setts  ;  and  in  case  any  particu- 
lar burghs  shall  require  ther  setts  of  mettal  the  conventione  recomend  to 
the  said  priviledged  burghs  to  be  discreit  in  their  exactions  for  marking 
the  saids  setts,  they  paying  the  expence  of  the  mettal.  And  in  case  any 
difference  arise  betuixt  the  said  priviledged  burghs  and  such  as  shall  have 
occasione  to  call  for  setts  from  them,  the  conventione  remitt  to  and  authe- 
rize  the  committe  anent  the  unfree  trade,  &c.,  which  shall  be  appointed  to 
sitt  after  disolving  of  this  present  conventione  to  determine  the  saids 
differences.  And  to  the  effect  ther  may  be  ane  uniformity  of  weights 
and  measures,  &c.,  through  the  wholl  burrows,  the  conventione  appoint 
and  ordaine  the  wholl  royall  burrows  to  provyde  themselves  with  the 
setts  above  mentioned   betuixt  and  the  first  day  of  November  next  to 
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come,    after  which    time    the   conventione    discharge    the    wholl    royall  Edihbuegh. 
burrows   to    make  use  of  any  other  weights,   measures,  &c.,  then   those  — ^i^-^ — -^ 
abovementioned,    under    the    penalty    of    ane    hundred    pounds    Scots,  weights  and 
And  the  conventione  appointed  the  magistrats  of  the  wholl  royall  burrows  destribut.*°  ^^ 
to    make  intimatione    hereof    to    their    inhabitants.       And    inregard    of 
the  generous   offer  and  concessione  of  the  good  toun  of  Edinburgh  to 
provyde  the  wholl  royall  burrows  with  setts  of   the  eln  and  yeard,  and 
that  gratis  without  any  pryce  or  compositione,  therefor  the   conventione 
returned  their  hearty  thanks  to  the  representatives  of  the  said  good  toun. 

28.  The  corLvention,  considering  that  all  former  breaches  of  the  staple  con- Breakers  of  the 
tract  on  the  part  of  the  town  of  Campvere  have  been  dispensed  with,  and  that  it  charged? 
will  be  a  great  encouragement  to  merchants  and  skippers  resorting  to  the  staple 

port  to  be  secured  against  prosecution  for  former  breaches,  prohibited  the  esecut- 
ing  of  any  sentence  or  decreet  against  any  person  for  breaking  the  staple  prior 
to  this  date. 

29.  Approved  of  the  agent's  accounts,  the  disbursements  in  which  amount  to  Aocompts 
£9,386,  15s.  2d.  Scots,  and  ordained  the  burghs  to  pay  their  proportions  of  mis-  approved. 
sive  dues. 

30.  The  committee  appointed  to  consider  the  agent's  accounts  reported  that  Aocompts  for 
they  had  considered  his   account  of  intromissions  with  the  money  payable  by  ""  ^^^ 
unfree  traders,  and  the  cess  and  missive  dues  paid  out  by  him  conform  to  six 

pounds  Scots  of  the  tax  roll.  The  sum  received  extended  to  £2,358,  17s.6d.,  and 
the  cess  and  missive  dues  paid,  to  £6838,  Os.  4d.,  so  that  the  balance  due  by  the 
burghs  to  the  agent  was  £4,479,  2s.  lOd.  Scots.  The  convention  approved  of 
the  account  and  recommended  the  committee  on  unfree  trade  to  "  use  their  utmost 
dilligence  against  the  unfree  traders  and  to  fall  upon  such  wayes  and  means  as 
may  be  most  effectuall  for  the  speedy  recovering  of  the  money  due  by  them  in 
order  to  pay  the  said  ballance." 

31.  The   convention,    considering    "that   ther   may   be    severall   affaires   in  Charges  on 
relatione  to  the  trade  of  this  part  of  the  natione  and  the  interest  of  the  royall  ^rade''^  ^"''" 
burrows  that  may  be  propper  to  be  laid  befor  the  parliament  of  Great  Brittain 

befor  the  sitting  of  the  next  annual]  conventione,"  ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to 
the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  a  sum  not  exceeding  £100  sterling  for  defraying 
the  charges  of  these  affairs. 

32.  Kemitted  to  the  committee  on  unfree  trade,  petitions  as  to  the  trade  of  Prestonpans, 
the  towns  of  Prestonpans  and  Stonehive.  Stonehive. 

33.  Allowed  to  the  burgh  of  Whithern  £5  sterling  towards  rebuilding  their  Whithem. 
tolbooth. 

34.  It  being  represented   that  Francis   Molisone,   the  Earl   of  Panmuir's  ^"<='\®"' ^°1'- 

.     "        -t^  .  T     ,       -       1      T  •  1       s°n6  to  be 

depute  in  Brichen,  was  illegally  incarcerated  and  detained  close  prisoner  under  uberat. 
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EDDJEtrEGH.      warrant  by  a  bailie  of  Brichen,  albeit  the  debt  for  which  he  was  imprisoned 

15  Jaly  1708.  ^j.^^^  suspended,  the  convention  recommended  the  burgh  to  liberate  the  prisoner 
on  hia  finding  caution  to  pay  the  debt  or  return  to  prison. 

Fortrose.  35.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  the  cess  and  missive  dues  of  Fortrose  effeir- 

ing  to  twelve  pence  of  the  tax  roll. 

Kiutoir.  36.  Appointed  the  condition  of  Kintoir  to  be  a  head  of  next  missive. 

Robert Panton,  37.  Remitted  to  the  committee  on  nnfree  trade,  a  petition  by  the  conservator 

factor.  craving  that  Robert  Panton,  factor  at  Campveere,  should  be  ordered  to  pay  his 

conservator's  dues  since  1703,  to  renew  his  caution,  "and  to  cause  his  wife,  a 
Dutch  woman,  to  renunce  the  Dutch  jurisdictione,  that  he  and  others  having 
effects  in  his  hands  may  be  secured."  The  convention  also  ordained  that  Panton 
should  be  asked  to  renew  his  caution  and  cause  his  wife  renounce  the  Dutch 
jurisdiction  before  1st  November  next. 

Setts  of  each  .  ^tt  •  i  ■,  •  ^     ^ 

burgh  to  be  38.  The  conventione  finding  by  experience  that  nothing  doth  creat 

reoor  e  .  ^ore  trouble  to  them  then  irregularities  and  abuses  committed  by  par- 
ticular burghs  in  electing  their  magistrats  and  toun  counsell  contrair  to  ther 
sett  and  antient  constitutione,  therefor  the  conventione  to  obviat  this 
inconveniencie  in  time  coming  statut  and  appointed  that  each  royall  burgh 
within  this  kingdome  send  up  their  sett  to  the  clerks  of  the  burrows  to  be 
recorded  in  a  particular  book  to  be  keeped  for  that  very  purpose,  to  the 
end  any  questione  about  their  respective  setts  may  be  quickly  discust  upon 
producing  the  said  book,  and  that  betuixt  and  the  next  conventione,  certi- 
fying such  as  shall  faill  herein  they  shall  be  fyned  by  the  next  annuall 
conventione  in  the  sum  of  tuo  hundred  pounds  Scots  money. 
Committe  for  ^^'   ^^^  conventione  considering  that  few  of  the  burghs  of  barrony  and 

unfree  traders,  regality  have  agreed  for  the  communication  of  trade,  and  it  being  fitt  that 
a  committe  be  appointed  with  full  power  not  only  to  agree  with  unfree 
traders  that  shall  make  offer  but  also  to  continow  or  highten  the  propor- 
tione  of  these  who  have  agree  das  they  shall  see  cause,  therefor  the  con- 
vention did  nominat  and  appoint  [a  committe,]  giving  and  granting  to  them 
full  pouer,  warrand,  and  commissione  to  compone,  transact,  and  agree  with 
the  saids  burghs  of  barrony  and  regality,  or  any  unfree  traders,  for  the  said 
communicatione  of  trade,  both  for  bygones  and  in  time  coming,  or  ferme 
the  same  in  whoU  or  in  part  as  they  shall  see  cause,  and  likeuise  to  con- 
tinue or  augment  the  proportione  of  those  who  have  already  agreed,  the 
payment  being  aluayes  made  to  Sir  Robert  Forbes,  tbeir  agent,  who  shall 
be  comptable  to  the  conventione  therfor,  whom  the  conventione  hereby 
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impouer  to  quarter  upon  such  burghs  of  barrony  and  regality  and  other  Edinburgh. 

unfree  traders  as  have  already  agreed  or  hereafter  shall  agree,  and  that  as  — ^ '- 

they  are  at  present  or  shall  hereafter  be  stented  and  taxed  ;  and  farder  unfree  traders, 
the  conventione  remitted  to  the  said  committe  the  consideratione  of  all  ^°' 
affaires  relating  to  the  staple  port,  with  pouer  to  them  to  do  everything 
requisit  and  necessar  theranent  sicklyke  and  as  freely  in  all  respects  as  the 
conventione  might  have  done  themselves  ;  and  with  pouer  to  the  said  com- 
mitte to  determine  in  all  debates  within  burghs  in  relatione  to  the 
management  of  their  commone  good,  and  as  to  the  way  and  manner  of 
their  elections  of  bheir  magistrats  and  deacons  of  crafts  and  management 
of  their  revenues  and  anent  their  priviledges  and  incrochments  thereon 
and  other  publick  concerns,  in  the  terms  of  the  fourty  second  act  of  the 
generall  conventione  j™  vij"  and  six  years  ;  and  inregard  it  will  be  of 
great  import  to  the  trade  of  this  natione  that  a  good  correspondance  be 
keeped  betuixt  the  royall  burrows  and  the  members  of  parliament  in  this 
part  of  the  United  Kingdome,  and  that  everything  tending  to  the  advancing 
of  trade  be  dully  prepared  and  laid  befor  the  parliament,  therefor  the  con- 
ventione also  impouered  the  said  committy  not  only  to  transmitt  to  the 
parliament  the  overtures  anent  trade  agreed  upon  in  the  conventione  in 
November  j"  vij°  and  seven  years,  but  also  to  transmit  such  other  over- 
tures as  they  from  time  to  time  shall  agree  to  ;  and  the  conventione 
appointed  the  first  meeting  of  the  said  committe  to  be  upon  the  sixten  of 
July  instant,  with  pouer  to  them  to  adjourn  themselves  from  time  to  time 
as  they  shall  see  cause  ;  and  the  conventione  seriously  recomended  to  the 
said  committe  the  proportione  of  the  six  pounds  undertaken  be  Sir 
Robert  Forbes  upon  the  burghs  of  barrony  and  regality  and  other  unfree 
traders  in  the  first  place,  and  in  case  the  said  six  pounds  be  not  wholly 
taken  off  by  the  said  unfree  traders  the  conventione  recomended  to  the 
next  generall  conventione  to  do  the  same  or  they  goe  upon  any  other 
business ;  and,  finnaly,  the  conventione  impouered  the  said  committe  to 
address  her  Majestie  or  the  parliament  in  relatione  to  the  drawbacks  or 
anything  relating  to  trade  as  they  shall  think  fitt. 

40.   The  conventione  appointed  the  burghs  of  Kirkaldie  and  Kinghorn  oysert. 
to  visit  the  harbour  and  bellhouse  of  the  burgh  of  Dysert  and  report  the 
conditione  therof  to  the  next  generall  conventione,  and  this  to  be  a  head  of 
the  next  generall  missive. 

2  3  N 
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Voluntar  con- 
tribution for 
Stonhive. 


Glasgow,  1000 
merks. 


John  Home  to 
piirsue  unfree 
traders. 


Abridgement 
of  acts. 


^o'NBUBGH.  41.  Eemitted  a  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Queensferry  to  the  committee  on 

1 '_  unfree  trade,  and  recommended  them  "  to  -wry-t  to  the  propper  office  for  relief  of 

Queensferry.     ^^^^  prisoners  belonging  to  the  said  burgh  deteined  at    Dunkirk,  and  to  consider 

the  unfree  traders  who  have  deserted  the  burgh  and  gone  to  live  at  the  end  of  the 

toun." 

42.  "Recommended  to  each  particular  burgh  to  make  a  voluntary  contribution 
towards  repairing  the  harbour  of  Stonhive  "  in  regard  of  the  great  security  it 
affoords  to  all  ships  trading  upon  that  part  of  the  cost  both  from  storms  and 
privateers." 

43.  On  a  petition  from  the  burgh  of  Glasgow,  the  convention  appointed  the 
agent  to  pay  to  the  burgh  1000  merks  Scots  of  gratuity,  and  that  out  of  respect 
the  present  conventione  have  to  Robert  Eodger,  ther  present  provest  and  com- 
missioner. 

44.  The  convention,  "  in  order  to  the  prosecuting  of  the  unfree  traders  more 
succesfully,  granted  full  power,  warrand  and  commissione  to  John  Home,  writer 
in  Edinburgh,  to  pursue  the  haill  unfree  traders  within  this  kingdome  in  the  terms 
of  the  severall  acts  of  parliament  made  theranent  in  favours  of  the  royall  burrows 
befor  the  judge  admirall  or  any  other  judges  competent." 

45.  The  conventione  recomended  to  their  clerks  to  continue  the  abridge- 
ment of  the  acts  of  the  conventione  and  cary  it  doun  to  this  present  tyme, 
and  impouered  the  committe  anent  the  unfree  trade,  &c.,  appointed  to  sitt 
after  disolving  of  this  present  conventione,  to  cause  print  the  same  or  not 
as  they  shall  see  cause. 

46.  Remitted  a  petition  of  Mr  John  Buchan,  advocate,  to  the  consideration  of 
the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Dumbarton,  Bamf  and  Annan. 

47.  Remitted  to  the  committee  on  unfree  trade  consideration  of  opinion  of  a 
committee  that  Kirkwall  be  discharged  of  their  missive  dues  and  get  assignation 
to  pursue  unfree  traders  in  Orkney  and  Zetland,  on  their  assigning  to  the  burghs' 
agent  their  share  of  the  profits  of  the  tack  of  customs  and  their  share  of  the 
equivalent  and  on  payment  of  500  merks  formerly  offered  by  Mr  Robert  Douglas; 
also  that  the  town  of  "Wick  on  payment  of  their  missive  dues  be  assigned  to  the 
unfree  trade  within  their  bounds. 

Profets  of  bur-         4g_  ipjjg  conventione  considering  that  by  the  sixten  act  of  the  con- 
row  tack  of  the  _  . 
customes.        ventione  holden  at  Edinburgh  the  nynten  day  of  November  j™  vj"  and 

nynty  seven  the  tack  of  the  customes  was  to  be  communicated  to  the 

wholl  royall  burrows,  conforme  to  their  proportione  of  the  taxt  roll,  and 

now  that  inregard  ther  are  severall  of  the  burrows  who  have  not  as  yet  gott 

payment  of  their  proportions  of  the  profets  ariseing  from  the  said  custome 


Mr  John 
Buchans  peti- 
tion. 

Kirkwall, 
Week,  unfree 
trade. 
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tack,  and  that  other  of  the  burrows  have  been  imposed  on  by  misrepre-  Bdinbubqh. 
sentations   of  the    true    extent   of  the  profets,  therefor  the  conventione  . 


.  .  .  ,  Profets  of  bur- 

ordame  ther  agent  to  intent  ane  actione  against  the  persone  or  persons  row  tack  of  the 

having  in  their  hands  the  profet   of  the  burrow  tack,  not   only  to  make  <='^^''°™^^- 

payment  to  such  of  the  burrows  who  yet  want  their  share  of  the  profets 

of  the  said  burrow  tack  of  the  customes  from  the  first  of  November  j™  vj° 

and  nynty  seven  to  the  first  of  November  j"  vjj°  and  tuo,  but  also  to  raise 

such  actions  as  may  obtaine  the  burrows  their  just  rights,  and  to  prosecut 

the  same  at  the  sight  and  by  the  directione  and  advice  of  the  committe 

anent  the  unfree  trade  appointed  to   sitt  after  dissolving  of  this  present 

conventione. 

49.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  certain  salaries  and  gratuities,  including  "  to  Sellaries  and 
the  Earle  of  Marr,  as  presenter  of  all  publick  papers  to  her  Majestie,  for  this  year,  gratuities. 
1000  merks,"  and  "to  Mr  William  Black,  advocate,  for  collecting  the  priviledges 

of  the  royall  burrows  from  the  acts  of  parliament  and  publick  records  and  their 
antient  charters,  1000  merks." 

50.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  the  next  general  convention  Act  of  adjourn 
to  be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1709.  "i^"*- 

Follows  the  Disposition  by  the  burgh  of  Stirling  appointed  to  be  recorded  by  Disposition  by 
the  9th  act  of  the  preceding  convention,  whereby,  in  consideration  of  the  price  of  i-     j   cowaii'3 
30,000   merks  as  part  of  a  debt  of  69,050  merks  due  to  Cowan's  Hospital,  the  Hospital,  29 
treasurer  in  name  of  the  burgh  disponed  to  the  hospital  the  lands  of  Bridgehaugh,  ''"°®  '^l^o- 
lying  within  the  territox-y  of  the  burgh,  on  the  north  side  of  the  water  of  Forth, 
and  also  certain  lands  lying  between  the  causeway  leading  to  the  shore  and  burgh 
mill  dam,  comprehending  therein  the  croft  called  Mobscroft  alias  Ducke  Dub,  the 
croft  called  the  Orchyeard,  and  the  croft  called  the  Frier  Croft. 

FoLLOUES  the  Eeport  anent  the  burgh  of  Tain  appointed  to  be  recorded  Report  anent 
by  the  1 2th  act  of  the  last  generall  conventione  : —  Tain." 

At  Tain  the  ninth  day  of  June  j"  vij*^  and  eight  years.  Anent  and 
in  pursuance  of  the  desire  of  the  tuenty  one  act  of  the  generall  conventione 
[in  July  1708,  convened  the  commissioners  of  Inverness  and  Fortrose,]  and 
having  seen,  examined,  and  tryed  the  stat  and  conditione  of  the  said  burgh 
of  Tain,  we  see  and  perceive  the  commone  defect  of  trade  with  the  said 
burgh,  because  for  want  of  means  or  way  to  effectuat  the  same,  having  noe 
safe  way  by  sea  within  a  considerable  space  to  them,  being  that  a  boat  of 
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Edinburgh 
15  July  1708. 

Report  anent 
the  burgh  of 
Tain. 


tuenty  bolls  victuall  burden  cannot  with  safety  come  within  a  considerable 
space  of  their  shoar,  besides  that  the  said  burgh  is  not  only  surrounded 
with  severall  burghs  of  barronies  but  also  that  a  great  many  of  the  country 
heretors   and  gentlemen  about   the  place   trades   in  buying  and  selling 
tobacco,  salt,  iron,  and  other  gross  commodities,  which  as  we  are  made  to 
understand   tends   to   the  great   break  and  ruine   of  this  burgh,  and  to 
evidence  it  further  we  see  the  most  considerable  part   of  the  toun  in  a 
ruinous  heap  through  decay  and   accidental  fire,   and  that    neither  the 
heretors  nor  possessors  are  able  to  repaire  the  same    for  want   of  trade, 
money  or  people,  and  for  any  commone  good  they  have  or  can  pretend  to 
is   much    less   then   the  annual  rents   of  the  debts  they  owe  and  rest  to 
severalls ;  and  after  tryall  taken  in  revising,  reading,  and  considering  of  the 
contract  of  agreement  past  betuixt  the  said  burgh  of  Tain  and  Alexander 
Stronach,  master   meassone,   for   the   building   of  the   said   tolbuith   and 
steeple  and  of  the  recepts  of  payment  granted  by  him  to  the  said  burgh, 
among  which  we  have  seen  and   read  a  particular  recept  from  the  said 
master  measone  and  subscribed  be  him  befor  famous  witnesses  in  favours 
of  the  said  burgh  of  Tain  for  the  said  five  hundred  merks  given  by  the 
royall  burrows  to  this  burgh  for  the  building  of  their  tolbuith  and  steeple, 
and  having  called  the  said  master  measone  to  oune  and  acknouledge  his 
said  recept  to  have  been  granted  by  him  he  came  present  before  ws  and 
did  the  same  ;   and  likewise  the  said  tolbuith  and  steeple  with  the  pricket 
thereof  consisting  of  six  storry  high,  together  with  a  counsell  house  of  tuo 
houses  hight  adjoyned  thereto,  are  finished  to  the  securing  of  the  plate- 
forme  and  bartisone  head  of  the  said  steeple,  which  in  effect  is  a  consider- 
able work,  and  as  was  made  evident  to  us  hes  involved  the  place  in  much 
more  debt  then  wes  consorted  on  in  the  said  contract  with  the  said  master 
measone  ;  and  as  to  the  renunciatione  granted  by  this  burgh  to  the  Earle 
of  Cromerty  to  a  part  of  the  commonty  of  Morewich   Muir,  for  which  the 
Earle  gave  them  bond  for  the  sum  of  ane  thousand  merks,  we  have  con- 
veened  befor  us  the  wholl  members  of  counsell  of  this  place,  together  with 
a  great  part  of  the  most  knowing  and  ancient  inhabitants   thereof,  and 
after  communing  with  them  thereanent  to  the  full  we  see  and  perceive  that 
the  said  bargaine  whereupon  the  said  renunciatione  foUoued  is  profetable  to 
the  place,  being  that  every  one  declared  that  the  burgh  was  nothing  the 
better  formerly  of  the  fruits  and  emoluments  of  the  said  commonty  but  in 
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the  contrair  that  the  burgh  was  at  vast  charges  and  expence  in  defending  Edinburgh. 
their  right  thereto,  being  contraverted  and  debated  for  many  years  befor  . 


•      •  -TT  •  -i    -y     ^         f    r~{  n  i        Report  anent 

the  said  renunciatione  with  the  said  iliarle  oi  (Jromerty  and  many  other  the  burgh  of 
adjacent  heretors  to  the  said  commonty,  which  clearly  convinces  us  by  all  *'"■ 
that  we  can  see  and  learne  the  said  renunciatione  was  much  more  profet- 
able  to  the  burgh  then  if  left  in  the  former  state  it  was  in,  by  quhich  the 
place  would  be  lyable  in  a  gi-eat  deall  of  expence  in  defending  the  same 
and  that  though  they  gained  it  would  be  so  farr  from  paying  their 
expences  that  it  would  not  yield  hardly  to  the  interest  of  the  sum  granted 
be  the  Earle  of  Cromerty.  And  this  we  returne  as  our  report  to  the  generall 
convention  of  burrows. 

Meetings  0/ Committee,  appointed  by  the  Sdth  act  of  last    fXvember 
General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  wos. 

6  November  1708. 

Edinburgh,     George    Warrender ;     Kirkaldie,    James    Osuald ;    Bamf,    Sir  Sederant. 
Alexander  Ogilvie ;  Qiieensferry,  James  Dalgleish  ;  Haddingtoun,  (blank.) 

1.    Sir  Patrick  Johnston,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.   The  committe  considering  that  whereas  by  the  eight  article  of  the  Act  anent  the 

p  .  T.  ,  J."       1    i     1     />  •  drawbacks  for 

treaty  oi  union  diverse  encouragements  were  stipulated  lor  carrying  on  salt,  herring, 
the  fishing  trade,  and  in  particular  for  encouragement  of  the  herring  fish-  ^=^i°i°'i<i>  ^'=- 
ing,  that  there  should  be  allowed  and  payed  to  the  subjects  inhabitants 
of  Great  Brittain  (during  the  present  allouances  for  other  fish)  ten  shillings 
five  pence  sterling  for  every  barrall  of  white  herrings  which  shall  be 
exported  from  Scotland,  and  whereas  also  these  encouragements  have  not 
hitherto  been  aliened  or  payed  to  the  subjects  inhabitants  of  Great 
Brittain,  exporters  of  white  herring  from  Scotland,  nor  any  debentures 
granted  for  the  same  or  for  any  other  fish  since  the  union,  and  whereas 
diverse  difficulties  have  been  moved  to  the  great  discouragement  of  the 
traders  exporters  of  fish,  and  amongst  others  that  the  quantity  of  salt 
imported  and  not  consumed  was  very  great  and  uncertain  and  would  give 
occasione  to  defraud  the  duty  payable  for  forreign  salt  imported  since  the 
union  and  applyed  for  curing  of  fishes,  as  also  that  the  quantity  of  white 
herring  loyally  cured  and  exported  was  uncertain,  therefor  the  royall 
burrows  at  their  last  conventione  did  impouer  us  by  ane  act  dated  the 
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Edinburgh,     fifteen  day  of  July  last  to  make  enquiry  concerning  the  matters  of  trade, 

6  November  .,,''.,■'  ^       ^  ^      ^       ''  ,  ^  i..i  j 

1708.  especially  with  respect  to  the  iisherie,  pursuant  whereunto  and  to  the  end 

Act,  aiient  the  that  the  reall  quantity  of  salt  imported  before  the  first  of  May  j™  vij°  and 
sait7herring,'^  seven  and  not  yet  consumed,  as  also  the  drawbacks  truely  due  for  the 
salmond,  &c.  herrings  exported  in  the  termes  of  the  forsaid  article  may  appear  for 
giving  light  and  directione  in  that  matter,  we  by  the  authority  forsaid 
hereby  enact  and  ordain  the  several  royall  burrows  to  whom  this  shall 
be  transmitted  to  take  exact  inspection  and  make  enquiry  of  the  quantity 
of  forreign  salt  not  yet  consumed,  as  also  of  the  quantity  of  white  herring, 
salmond,  and  other  fishes  and  beef  and  pork  loyally  cured  already  exported 
or  upon  hand  for  exportatione  (since  the  forsaid  first  day  of  May  j™  vij° 
and  seven)  by  any  of  their  burgers  or  inhabitants  within  their  jurisdic- 
tione  ;  and  farder  by  the  authority  aforsaid  we  enact  and  ordain  that  every 
royall  burrow  herein  concerned  doe  betuixt  the  date  hereof  and  the  first 
day  of  January  next  to  come  transmitt  ane  exact  and  faithful!  account  of 
the  forsaid  quantitys  of  herrings  and  other  fishes,  beef  and  pork,  cured  and 
exported  in  the  termes  of  law,  together  with  the  quantities  of  salt, 
herrings,  fishes,  beef  and  pork,  yet  on  hand  and  unconsumed  as  aforsaid,  to 
the  clerks  of  the  royall  burrows  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  duly  recorded 
in  our  books,  that  by  this  means  a  full  view  of  every  ones  demands  on 
account  of  the  salt  and  drawbacks  may  be  laid  open,  whereby  the  difii- 
culties  that  hitherto  have  obstructed  and  hindred  the  obtaining  of  the 
forsaid  stipulated  encouragements  and  drawbacks  may  be  removed,  and  if 
any  is  so  neglectfull  of  his  oun  interest  as  to  conceall  and  not  give  a 
faithfuU  account  of  that  matter  in  so  fair  as  it  concerDS  himself  he  most 
blame  himself  if  he  is  excluded  and  has  not  the  benefite  of  the  commone 
endeavours  used  or  to  be  used  for  obtaining  of  justice  in  this  matter. 


Sederunt. 


Preses. 

Petition  of 
merctiants 
anent  draw- 
backs. 


1  December  1708. 

Edinburgh,  George  Warrender ;  Aberdeen,  Mr  "William  Black ;  Dumbarton, 
Sir  James  Smollet ;  Kirkaldie,  Dunbar,  Bamf  and  Queensferry,  (blank). 

1.  Sir  Patrick  Johnston,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  On  a  petition  from  several  merchants,  referring  to  the  eighth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  union  stating  that  the  officers  of  her  Majesty's  customs  had  refused  to 
pay  the  allowances  on  exported  fish,  the  committee  appointed  the  dean  of  guild 
of  Edinburgh  and  Sir  James  Smollet  to  consider  the  affair  and  bring  in  an  overture 
to  next  meeting  of  committee. 
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3.   The  dean  of  gild  of  Edinburgh  having  presented  to  the  committe  Bdinburqh. 

°  .  b  &   r  I  December 

a  letter  from  the  magistrats  of  Oampvere,  with  the  double  of  ane  placaet  17O8. 


inclosed,  both  in  Dutch,  which  being  considered  the  committe  appointed  Letter  from 
them  to  be  translated  into  English  and  then  recorded  in  the  burrow  ^fcSS|^''*^e*' 
books,  and  appointed  the  advertisement  when  done  into  English 
to  be  put  into  the  Courrant  for  the  informations  of  the  mer- 
chants and  all  concerned,  of  which  letter  and  placaet  the  tennor 
follow : — Noble  and  honourable  lords.  Wee  duly  received  your  Letter. 
honours  letter  of  the  15  th  of  July  last,  in  ansuer  to  what  we  were 
pleased  to  writ  to  your  honours  the  18  of  May  proceeding,  from 
which  we  observe  your  assurances  of  performing  for  the  future  all  that's 
stipulated  by  the  staple  contract  and  that  in  the  meantime  you  had 
ratified  and  revived  all  former  acts  for  the  strict  observance  of  the 
staple  and  ordained  the  same  to  be  put  in  due  executione,  and  moreover 
assuring  us  of  everything  that  may  tend  to  keep  up  a  good  understanding 
betuixt  your  honours  and  us,  which  assurances  were  most  acceptable  to 
us,  that  the  staple  which  is  much  decayed  may  once  be  putt  in  a  better 
conditione,  for  which  end  we  have  already  (to  give  further  proof  of  our 
readiness)  procured  a  very  fitt  man  of  warr,  mounted  with  forty  four  guns 
and  two  hundred  and  fourty  men,  for  convoying  the  ships  bound  to  and 
from  Scotland  and  to  saill  against  the  20th  of  this  instant  October,  as 
your  honours  will  at  more  length  see  from  the  printed  advertisement  of 
the  counsell  of  admirality  of  this  province,  whereof  we  send  your  honours 
herewith  a  coppy,  of  which  we  could  not  forbear  to  give  your  honours 
previous  notice,  that  your  honours  may  give  such  orders  timeously  there- 
anent  as  your  honours  shall  think  fitt ;  and  we  againe  assure  your  honours 
that  we  will  live  in  true  friendship  and  good  correspondence  with  your 
honours,  not  doubting  but  the  same  will  be  ansuered  by  the  like  zeall 
upon  your  honours  part,  wherewith  we  commend  your  honours  in  God's 
protectione  and  remaine,  noble  and  honourable  lords,  your  honours  good 
friends,  [etc.]       Signed  :  Peter  Haak  kerkman. 

Advertisement :  The  counsell  of  admirality  in  Zeland,  takeing  to  con-  Advertisement 
sideratione  the  reasonable  petition  of  the  trading  men  of  this  province  admiralty  of 
desireing  convoy  for  their  ships  to  the  westward  and  to  Scotland,  have  ^^i^'^'^- 
after    due    deliberatione   and   for  satisfying    their    reasonable    instances, 
resolved  to  grant  the  ship  Primier  Noble,  mounted  with  seventy  two  guns 
and   four  hundred  men,  to  convoy  the  ships  westward  bound  and  the 


472  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 

Edinburgh.  Orange  Galley,  mounted  with  fourty  four  guns  and  two  hundred  and 
1708°''"'  ^^  fourty  men,  to  conduct  the  ships  designed  to  and  from  Scotland.  The 
Advertisement  convoy  westward  bound  will  sail  the  first  of  November  and  that  for  Scot- 
IdmirStyof  l^nd  the  20th  October  next,  according  to  which  every  one  may  regulat 
Zeland.  himself.      Done  in   the  counsell  of  admirality  in  Zeland,  in  the  palace  or 

court  of  Midleburgh,  6th  October  1708. 

Sir  Andrew  4,  Eemitted  to  the  dean  of  guild  of  Edinburgh  and  the  commissioner  of  Dum- 

Panton.'*'  ^"      barton  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  differences  between  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy 

of  Olowburn  and  Robert  Panton  merchant  in  Campvere. 
Kilrenny.  5.  With   reference  to  the  differences  between  the   burgh    of  Kilrenny  and 

James  Bethune  of  Balfour,  the  committe  appointed  both  parties  to  attend  on  1 6th 

inst.  with  their  claims  that  the  affair  may  be  adjusted. 
Tlnfree  trade.  g.   Appointed  four  burghs  to  consider  the  affair  of  unfree  trade,  particularly 

what  burghs  of  barony  and  regality  should  be  augmented  as  to  their  share  of  the 

tax  roll. 

3  December  1708. 


Memoriailto  7.   The  committe  gave  in  the   following   memorial  to   the   commis- 

of  customs.  sioners  of  her  Majesties  customes,  of  which  the  tennor  foUoues  : — 
Memoriall  from  the  committe  of  the  royal  burrows  to  the  commissioners 
of  the  customes.  It  being  represented  by  severall  merchants  to  the  said 
committe  that,  albeit  they  have  required  from  the  collectors  of  the 
customes  the  drawbacks  for  herring  and  other  fishes  loyally  cured  and 
exported  by  them,  conform  to  the  act  of  parliament  made  in  their 
favours,  yet  notwithstanding  the  saids  merchants  have  received  no  satis- 
factione  nor  allouance  from  the  collectors,  and  therefor  the  committe 
desire  to  know  how  farr  the  commissioners  doe  autherize  their  collectors 
in  refusing  the  drawback  or  if  they  will  be  pleased  to  appoint  these 
collectors  to  give  satisfaction  to  the  merchants  in  their  demands,  seeing  the 
law  is  very  clear  and  express  in  that  matter.  To  which  memoriall  the  saids 
[commissioners]  returned  their  ansuer  as  foUowes  : — Gentlemen.  Having 
received  a  memorial  from  a  committe  of  the  royal  burrows  by  Sir  James 
Smollet,  desireing  to  know  how  farr  the  commissioners  of  the  customes,  &c., 
do  authorize  their  collectors  in  refusing  drawbacks  on  fish  cured  with  salt 
imported  befor  the  first  of  May  1707,  as  also  that  they  would  appoint  the  col- 
lectors to  give  satisfactione  to  the  merchants  demands,  seeing  (as  is  alledged) 
the  law  is  very  clear  in  this  matter,  and  that  the  royall  burrows  designe  to 
represent  this  affair  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Brittain ;  in  answer  to 
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which  we  do  humbly  represent  that  whatever  the  royall  burrows  may  appre-  Edinbueoh. 
hend  to  be  the  law  in  this  case  as  to  drawbacks  upon  their  fish  cured  with  1708.''^"' 
salt  imported  before  the  Union,  yet  seeing  this  drawback  demanded  is  a  Jiemoriaii  to~ 
drawback  of  £0,  10s.  5d.  per  barrell  which  was  appointed  in  consideratione  of?,Stoms°'"'' 
of  the  high  duty  upon  foreign  salt,  and  that  salt  imported  into  Scotland  befor 
the  first  of  May  1707  did  not  pay  this  high  duty,  we  do  with  all  submis- 
sione  think  we  have  reasone  to  demur  to  this   demand   made   untill  the 
matter  be  further  cleared  and  we  obtain  a  superior  direction  for  it.      Sic 
subscribitur :  Ja.    Isamson,   Alex.   Rigby,  Rt.   Dickson,  William  Bayle. 
Custome  house,  Edinburgh,  3d  December,  1708.      To  the  honourable  the 
Royall  Burghs  sitting  at  Edinburgh. 

8.   The  committe  approved  ane  address  to  be  sent  to  the  parliament  Commissioners 
of  Great  Brittain  in  relation  to  the  drawbacks  and   other  concerns,  and 
ordained  the  said  address  to  be  presented  to  the  parliament,  and  that  the 
overtures  agreed  to  in  November  j"*  vij"  and   seven  be   all  extracted  out 
care  of  the  burrow  books,  with  the  coppies  of  the  letters  sent  to  the  severall 
persons  of  quality  at  London,  and  that  these  be  recommended  to  the  special 
of    the    representative  of    Edinburgh    and    other    representatives    of    the 
burrows  for  manageing  the  same  befor  the  parliament  with  all  care  and 
dilligence,  of  which  address  the  tennor  followes : — To  the  honourable  the 
knights,    citizens    and    burgesses  in   parliament  assembled,   the   humble 
petition  of  the  representatives  of  the   royal  burrows  of  North  Brittain, 
formerly  called  Scotland,  humbly  sheweth.      That  by  the  eight  article  of 
the  act  of  Union  it   is   enacted  that  all  fish   exported   from  Scotland  to 
parts  beyond  the  seas  which   shall  be  cured  with  forreign  salt  only  shall 
have  the  same  eases,  premiums  and  drawbacks,  as  are  or  shall  be  aliened 
to  exporters  of  the  like  fish  from  England.      That  for  encouragement  of 
herring  fishing  there  shall  be  allowed  and  payed  to  the  subjects  inhabi- 
tants of  Great  Brittain  (during  the  allouance  for  other  fish)  ten  shillings 
and  five  pence  sterling  for  every  barrell  of  white  herring  that  shall  be 
exported  from  Scotland ;  and  by  the  said  act  it  is  statut  that  there  shall 
be  alloued  to  the  exporters  of  beef  and  pork  for  sale  five  shillings  for  each 
barrell.      Upon  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  said  act,  your  petitioners  have 
cured  with  forreign  salt  only  and   exported  from   Scotland  into  forreign 
parts  severall  quantities  of  white  herrings  and  other  fish  and  of  beef  and 
pork.      That  many   of  the  merchants  of  the   said  royall  burrows  have 
2  3  0 


474  Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 

Edinburgh,  applyed  themselves  to  the  collectors  of  her  Majesties  customes  and  other 
1708.°°"  ""^  proper  officers  in  Scotland  for  payment  of  the  said  ten  shillings  and  five 
Commiasioners  pence  sterling  per  barrell  of  white  herrings,  and  also  for  the  eases, 
answer.  premiums,  and  drawbacks  by  the  said  act  alloued  upon  exportatione  of 

other  fish  by  them  so  cured  and  exported,  and  for  the  saida  drawbacks 
upon  beef  and  pork,  yet  the  saids  officers  not  only  refuse  to  pay  the  said 
ten  shillings  and  five  pence  sterling  per  barrell  for  the  white  herrings  by 
them  so  cured  and  exported,  and  of  the  said  five  shillings  per  barrell  of 
beef  and  pork,  but  even  to  make  out  debentures  for  the  encouragements, 
eases,  premiums  and  drawbacks,  in  and  by  the  said  act  alloued,  which  the 
merchants  have  oft  represented  to  the  commissioners  of  her  Majesties 
customes,  yet  they  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  relief.  Wherefore 
your  petitioners  most  humbly  pray  your  honours  to  afford  them  such 
relief  in  the  premises  as  to  your  great  wisdome  shall  seem  meet. 
Gilbert  stew-  9-  The   committe   nominat  Mr   Gilbert  Stewart,  merchant  in  Edin- 

ne*  S'affair  ^urgh,  to  negotiat  the  affair  of  the  drawbacks  at  London,  with  their 
of  drawbacks,  address  to  the  Brittish  Parliament,  and  ordained  the  draught  of  his  com- 
mission to  be  ready  against  next  meeting  of  the  committe,  provyding 
aluayes  the  said  Mr  Gilbert  Stewart  shall  have  no  claim  against  the  royall 
burrows  for  any  expences  or  gratificatione  upon  account  of  his  service  in 
this  matter  but  that  he  be  satisfied  out  of  the  first  end  of  the  drawbacks 
by  the  merchants  concerned  at  sight  of  the  committe. 
Letter  of  1 0.   The  committe,  in  regard  of  the  good  offices  done  to  our  mer- 

of  Godolpbin.  chants  last  year  by  the  Earle  of  Godolphin,  lord  high  thesaurer,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  drawbacks  and  their  other  concerns,  ordained  ane  letter  of 
thanks  to  be  writ  to  his  lordship  and  withall  to  intreat  the  continuance 
of  his  favour  in  that  affair  when  application  shall  be  made  to  the  parlia- 
ment, and  recomended  to  Sir  James  SmoUet  to  prepare  the  samen. 
Letter  to  Sir  11.   The  committe,  finding  it  would  much  impart  the  natione  to  have 

cohiing  2d.  3d!  some  Smaller  pieces  of  silver  coined  then  six  pence  pieces,  did  recomend  to 
and  4d.  pieces,  my  lord  Forglan  to  interpose  with  the  Earle  of  Lauderdale  to  writ  to  Sir 
Isaac  Newton  that  a  warrand  be  granted  for  coining  in  Scotland  a  sum 
not  exceeding  eight  thousand  pounds  sterling,  in  tuo  pence,  three  pence, 
and  four  pence  pieces  ;  and  in  the  meantime  ordained  another  letter  to  be 
writt  by  the  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh,  in  name  of  the  burrows,  to  the  said 
Sir  Isaac  for  that  effect,  and  the  draught  to  be  presented  to  the  next  sederunt. 
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4  December  17 08.  Edinburgh. 

4  December 
12.  The   convention   appointed  Mr  Gilbert  Stewart  their  commissioner  for  1708. 


repairing  with  all  conveniency  to  the  city  of  London  with  their  addref?.?  to  be  Commissione 
presented  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Brittain  in  relation  to  tlie  drawbacks  dne  S"  Gilbert 
to  the  Scots  merchants  for  fishes  and  others  exported  since  1st  May  1  707,  and  to  backs. 
inform  the  members  of  the  state  and  import  of  that  business,  and  to  do  every 
other  thing  fit  and  convenient  in  order  to  bring  the  same  to  a  conclusion. 

13.   Ordained  that  the  expenses  of  the  commissioner  appointed  by  the  preced-  Expenses  of 
ing  act  be  paid  to  him  by  the  several  merchants  who  claim  the  drawbacks  con- 
form to  their  proportions  and  shares  therein. 

1 4.  The  committe  approved  of  the  draught  of  ane  letter  of  thanks  to  ^®**f'  "^ 
be  sent  to  the  Earle  of  Godolphin,  lord  high  thesaurer,  for  the  good  offices  of  Goodoiphin. 
done  to  our  merchants  last  year  in  relation  to  the  drawbacks  and  their 
other  concerns,  of  which  the  tennor  followes  : — My  Lord.  The  merchants  of 
Edinburgh  and  severall  other  touns  of  this  part  of  Great  Brittain  having 
applyed  to  us  concerning  the  encouragements  and  drawbacks  upon  herrings 
and  other  fishes  exported  by  them  since  the  first  of  Mayj™  vij"  and  seven, 
to  which  they  are  intituled  by  the  eight  article  of  the  act  of  Union,  and 
it  being  our  province  to  use  OTittmost  endeavours  in  behalf  of  the  mer- 
chants who  reside  within  our  severall  burghs,  we  could  think  upon  no 
better  means  then  to  address  your  lordship,  of  whose  justice  and  favour 
our  merchants  do  acknouledge  they  have  had  many  good  proofs  and 
experiments,  for  which  we  return  your  lordship  our  most  humble  and 
hearty  thanks,  and  since  that  bussiness  most  necessarly  be  sifted  befor  the 
parliament  of  Great  Brittain  we  have  instructed  this  gentleman,  Mr  Gil- 
bert Stewart,  who  is  the  bearer,  to  wait  upon  your  lordship  with  ane  coppy 
of  our  petitione,  earnestly  beseeching  your  lordship  would  be  pleased  to 
vouchsafe  your  assistance,  especially  seeing  it  is  a  matter  of  universall 
concern  to  all  North  Brittain,  and  we  know  nothing  will  more  effectually 
cement  and  unite  South  and  North  Brittain  then  the  parliaments  favour- 
able ansuer  in  this  affair,  for  thereby  the  mouths  of  enemies  will  be  stoped 
who  still  continue  to  possess  both  our  merchants  and  people  with  preju- 
dices against  the  Union,  and  in  particular  that  this  of  the  drawbacks  will 
not  be  successfull,  but  we  hope  better  things  and  rest  assured  that  in  this 
nationall  concern  your  lordships  conduct  will  bring  it  to  ane  happy  issue, 
which  will  be  ane  obligatione  never  to  be  forgotten,  by,  my  lord,  your 
lordships  most  humble  servants. 

1 5.    The  committe  approved  the  draught  of  a  letter  to  be  sent  to  Sir  isa^c  Newton, 
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Edixbtjrqh.     Isaac  Newton  that  a  warrand  be  oranted  for  coining  a  sum  in  Scotland 

4  December  .  . 

1708.  not  exceeding  eight  thousand  pounds  sterling,  in  tuo  pence,  three  pence. 

Letter  to  Sir     and  four  pence  pieces,  of  which  the  tennor  followes  : — Very  honorabill. 

Isaac  ewton.  j^  being  represented  to  ns  by  severall  of  our  merchants  and  trading 
people  that  it  would  be  of  importance  to  them  and  to  this  wholl  country 
of  North  Brittain  that  some  small  species  of  money,  such  as  tuo  pence, 
three  pence  and  four  pence,  were  coined  to  be  circulat  through  this 
part  of  the  kingdome,  as  was  formerly  in  use  before  the  Union,  we  thought 
it  duty  to  applye  to  your  honour  for  procureing  ane  allouance  to  the 
generall  and  other  officers  of  the  mint  at  Edinburgh  to  coin  the  forsaid 
species  to  the  value  of  eight  thousand  pounds  and  not  exceeding  the  same, 
out  of  what  coinage  yet  remanes  to  be  coined  in  this  part  of  Great  Brittain. 
This  will  give  much  satisfactione  to  our  people  in  generall  and  will  con- 
duce much  to  their  ease  and  conveniency.  We  have  many  experiencies  that 
the  Queens  Majestie  does  incline  upon  all  occasions  to  give  took  ens  of  her  af- 
fectione  to  all  her  subjects,  and  if  yow  will  be  pleased  to  represent  this  matter 
to  her  Majestie  we  make  no  doubt  of  her  gracious  ansuer,  and  your  appearing 
for  us  will  lay  perpetuall  obligationes  upon,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servants. 

Overture  anent  ]^g_  ijjjg  committe  approved  of  the  overture  given  in  by  the  commis- 
sioner for  Dunbar  for  encouragement  of  fishing,  and  appointed  the  same  to 
be  recorded  in  the  borrow  book,  and  ane  coppy  to  be  transmitted  with  the 
overtures  relating  to  trade  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Brittain,  of  which 
overture  the  tennor  followes  : — Overture  for  the  encouragement  of  fishing. 
That  all  forreign  salt  which  shall  pay  her  Majesties  duty  and  happen  to 
be  caryed  coastwayes  from  one  port  to  another  for  the  benefite  of  fishing, 
and  which  may  be  lost  at  sea,  that  the  merchant  importer  thereof  who 
payed  her  Majesties  duty  be  relieved  of  the  same  upon  sufficient  proof 
that  the  salt  was  cast  auay  or  lost  at  sea,  especially  considering  that  this  is 
no  new  burden  upon  the  customes  inrespect  it  has  been  the  constant  practice 
of  all  tacksmen  and  managers  of  the  customes,  both  when  in  the  Queens  hand 
and  when  rouped,  to  return  to  the  merchants  all  such  dutyes  as  they  payed 
upon  the  event  of  their  goods  being  cast  auay.  Item,  that  there  be  allouance 
given  for  the  waist  of  all  forreign  salt  caryed  coastwayes  from  one  port  of  the 
kingdome  to  another  for  the  benefite  of  the  trade  of  fishing  proportionable 
Sigiiing  ad-  ^'^  '"'^^*  ^^  given  in  England  upon  rock  and  white  salt  caryed  coastwayes. 
fetters^'Gilbert  ^'^ '  Grranted  warrant  to  the  preses  to  sign  the  address  and  severalletters 
Stewart.  agreed  to  by  the  committee,  and  ordained  that  Gilbert  Stewart  shall  negotiate  his 
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All 


commission  by  advice  of  the  representatives  of  tlie  burghs  in  the  house  of  com-  Edinbueoh. 
mens  and  observe  all  instructions  to  be  transmitted  to  him  by  the  committee.        ^^Qg'^®'"^'''' 


Generall  list  of  white  hen-ings,  salmond,  codfish,  &c.,  beef  and  pork  White  her- 
[exported  and  to   be   exported]  cured  with  forreigne  salt  only,  imported  poH^'  iorretgne 
before  1st  May  1707,  and  of  forreign  salt  on  hand  also  imported  before  ^^'*' 
said  1st  May,  belonging  to  merchants  and  others  within   that  part  of  the 
United  Kingdome  of  Great  Brittaia  called  Scotland,  according  to  the  par- 
ticular  lists   given  in  to  the  clerk  of  the  royall  burrows  by  the  severall 
proprietors,  pursueant  to  ane  act  of  a  committe  of  the  said  royall  burrows 
dated  6  November  1708  and  by  the  said  act  appointed  to  be  recorded: 
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Edinburgh.  MEETINGS  OF  CoMMITTEE,  held  at  EDINBURGH. 

12  April  1709. 

12  April  1709. 

Sederunt  Edinburgh,   George  Warrender  ;   Hadingtoun,   Richard  Miller  ;   Linlithgow, 

Alexander  Glen  ;  Dumbarton,  Sir  James  Smollet;  Bamf,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilviej 
Queensferry,  James  Dalgleish. 

Preses.  1.  George  Warrender,  dean  of  guild  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

Memorial  and  2.   The  same  day,  was  read  a  memoriall  from  the  right  honorabillthe 

LordWeemyss,  Earle  of  Wecmyss,  with  a  letter  direct  to  the  lord  provest  of  Edinburgh, 
i^j*^"''""  °*  relating  to  the  trade  of  Scotland  and  protectione  thereof,  another  letter 
also  from  the  said  earle  desiring  to  know  the  number  of  seamen  in  Scot- 
land and  what  number  may  be  there  more  then  sufficient  to  navigat  the 
ships,  barks,  &c.,  thereof;  which  being  considered  by  the  commite  they 
were  of  oppinion  that  a  letter  of  thanks  be  writ  by  the  dean  of  gild  of 
Edinburgh  to  the  Earle  of  Weemyss,  acquainting  his  lordship  that  the 
affair  contained  in  his  first  letter  and  memorial  was  prevented  by  my 
lord  high  admirall  his  conferring  the  command  of  all  her  Majesties  ships 
in  North  Brittain  upon  the  lord  provost,  which  was  effectuall  provisione 
for  the  trade  in  those  parts  ;  and  as  to  the  other  letter  that  they  were 
resolved  to  communicat  the  same  to  all  the  maritim  burrows  as  the  most 
propper  means  to  satisfe  his  lordship  in  the  said  matter,  ordaining  them 
either  to  bring  up  or  transmitt  lists  of  their  seamen  betuixt  and  the 
fifteenth  day  of  July  next. 
Letters  to  3.   The  comitte  did  recomend  to   the   lord   provost    to   acquaint  the 

rows  ™to"Msts  maritim  burrows   in  the   letters  to  be  sent  to  them  with  the  command  of 
seamSf  ^^"^     the  cruizers  upon  the  north  coast  latly  conferred  by  the  lord  high  admi- 
rall upon  his  lordship. 
Letter  to  Lord         4.   My  Lord.      I  gave  your  lordship   ane   former   account   that  I  had 
^  ^'  received  your  lordships  of  the  I5th  and  l7th  of  March   last,  with  the 

memoriall  therein,  since  which  time  I  have  advertised  severall  of  the 
neighbouring  royall  burrows  to  meet  at  Edinburgh  touards  the  more 
effectuall  executione  of  your  lordships  commissione,  and  accordingly  they 
have  conveened,  and  after  reading  of  your  lordships  letters  and  memoriall 
to  the  committe  they  are  very  sensible   of  the  honour  and  respect  my 
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lord  high  admirall  and  your  lordship  haa  put  upon  the  royall  burrows  and  Edinburgh. 

the  care  and  concern  you  have  shewed  in  securing  the  trade  of  North  — "^ ^ 

Brittain  and  for  which  they  return  your  lordship  their  most  humble  and  Wemyss. 
hearty  thanks.  Meantime  it  is  their  unanimous  oppinione  that  I  should 
in  their  name  writ  to  the  whoU  maritim  burghs  of  this  natione  that  they 
may  prepare  lists  in  the  terms  of  your  lordships  letter  of  the  severall  sea- 
men within  their  bounds,  and  either  to  bring  up  or  transmitt  these  lists 
against  the  fifteenth  day  of  July  next,  whereby  your  lordship  may  haue 
full  informatione  and  light  in  that  matter.  Your  lordship  knows  there 
be  a  great  many  burghs  of  barrony  and  regality  who  have  a  considerable 
number  of  seamen  within  their  bounds,  and  how  farr  they  will  be  influ- 
enced by  our  advertisement  it  is  uncertain,  so  that  if  your  lordship  think 
fitt  to  issue  particular  orders  to  the  landslords  and  masters  of  these  un- 
free  burghs  for  the  above  purposes  it  may  conduce  to  accomplish  the 
"wholl  designe,  and  the  committe  have  delayed  to  give  them  any  adver- 
tisement tiU  they  had  your  lordships  thoughts  thereupon.  My  lord,  we 
cannot  but  be  convinced  that  both  my  lord  high  admirall  and  your  lordship 
have  had  the  trade  of  this  part  of  Brittaine  much  in  your  mind  and 
under  your  deliberat  thoughts  by  the  provisione  that  is  already  made, 
and  the  merchant  traders  must  be  sensible  that  much  care  is  taken  of 
them  by  the  authority  your  lordship  have  put  in  the  hands  of  the  lord 
provost  of  Edinburgh,  who  we  are  confident  will  faithfully  serve  in  that 
statione,  and  I  am  very  hopefull  that  such  returns  of  duty  and  affectione 
to  her  Majestie  shall  be  alwayes  rendered  by  the  royall  burrows  as  may 
evidence  their  sense  of  her  Majesties  royall  favours.  We  are  in  all 
humble  duty  as  becometh,  my  lord,  [etc.  j  Sic  subscribitur :  Geo.  War- 
EENDER,  Preses.     Edinburgh,  12  Aprill  1709. 

9  May  1709. 

Edinburgh,  George  "Warrender  ;  Hadingtoun,  Linlithgow,  Dumbarton,  In-  Sederunt. 
nerkeithing  and  Queensferry  (blank). 

1.  Sir  Patrick  Johnston,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.  The  committe,  in  pursueance  of  a  letter  from  the  right  honourable  Lists  of  sMps 
the  Earle  of  Wemyss  to  Sir  Patrick  Johnston,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  ^"  seamen. 
and  of  ane  order  from  the  said  earle  to  the  masters  and  landslords  of 
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■Edinburgh. 
9  May  1709. 

Lists  of  ships 
and  seamen. 


Disaster  to 
Soots  fleet. 


unfree  burghs,  did  ordain  letters  to  be  written  to  the  royall  burrows 
injoining  them  to  send  up  lists  of  their  ships,  barks,  boats,  and  other 
craft,  with  the  lists  of  their  seamen  and  complement  of  men  annexed  to 
each  ship,  to  the  clerk  of  the  royall  burrows,  against  the  generall  convention 
in  July  next,  and  also  injoyning  each  royall  burgh  to  intimat  to  all  unfree 
burghs  within  their  respective  bounds  to  do  the  like  against  the  said  time, 
and  for  that  effect  to  send  to  each  of  the  saids  unfree  burghs  a  printed 
double  of  the  earle  of  Wemyss  order. 

3.  It  was  recomended  to  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  to  thank  Sir 
Alexander  Gumming,  conservator,  for  his  letter  informing  anent  the  dis- 
aster which  happened  the  Scots  fleet  bound  for  Holland,  and  desireing 
him  to  use  his  utmost  endeavours  with  the  propper  persons  to  procure 
reparatione  of  the  damnages  sustained  by  the  said  fleet,  and  particularly 
to  complain  of  severity  used  by  the  English  seamen  touards  these  that 
were  retaken  from  the  French,  and  to  doe  every  thing  in  order  to  relief 
of  the  prisoners. 


Edinburgh. 
6  July  1709. 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 


Sederunt.  Edinburgh,  George  Wai-render,  and  Robert  Moubray  ;  Perth,  James  Crie  ; 

Bundle,  Alexander  Blair  ;  Aberdeen,  John  Alerdes  ;  Stirling,  John  jSlrskin ; 
Linlithgow,  Alexander  Glen  ;  St  Andrews,  Alexander  Watson  ;  Glasgow,  Robert 
Rodger  ;  Air,  Robert  Moor  ;  Hadingtoun,  Richard  Miller  ;  Disart,  John  Morti- 
mer ;  Kirkaldie,  James  Osuald  ;  Montross,  Robert  Turnbull ;  Anstruther  Easter, 
George  Scott ;  Dunifreis,  John  Coi'sbie ;  Inverness,  Alexander  Duff ;  Bruntisland, 
George  Thomson  ;  Inverkeithing,  James  Dudgeon  ;  Kinghorn,  Robert  Bruce  ; 
Brichen,  James  Spence  ;  Irving,  John  Marshall  ;  Jedburgh,  Walter  Scott ; 
Pittenueem,  William  Borthuick  ;  Dumfermling,  David  Wilsone  ;  Anstruther 
Wester,  Henry  Beattie  ;  Selkirk,  Andrew  Wauch  ;  Dumbartoun,  Sir  James 
SmoUet ;  Renfrew,  Mr  John  Cochran  ;  Dumbar,  William  Eaa  ;  Lanerk,  William 
Inglis  ;  Aberbrothock,  John  Hutcheson ;  Elgin,  William  Gordon  ;  Peebles, 
Robert  Forrester  ;  Craill,  Henry  Craufoord  ;  Tain,  William  Rose  ;  Culross, 
George  Wilsone  ;  BamfF,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie ;  Whithern,  John  M'Gowan  ; 
Forfar,  Charles  Dickson  ;  Forras,  Robert  Dunbar  ;  Ruthglen,  John  Scott  ; 
Northberuick,  James  Miller ;  Lauder,  Mr  George  Buchan ;  Kilrenny,  James 
Peacock  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnston  ;  Lochmaben,  Mr  John  Henderson  ; 
Neugallaway,  John  Chalmer ;  Queensferry,  James  Dalgleish  ;  Fortrose,  William 
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Tolme  ;  Week,  James  Murray  ;   Kirkuall,  John  Coventrie  ;    Inverbervie,  Alex-  Edinburgh. 
ander  Arbuthnet ;  Campbeltoun,  Mr  Neil  Campbell.      (Thirteen  burghs  blank.)  ^  July  1709. 

5  July  1709. 

1.  Sir  Patrick  Johnston,   lord    provost  of  Edinburgh,   elected   preses,    and  Preses. 
abjuration  subscribed  by  him. 

2.  Members  who  had  not  previously  qualified  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  Members 
abjuration  and  subscribed  the  same  with  the  assurance. 

3.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  commissions.  Revising  com- 


missions. 


6  July  1709. 

4.  Approved  of  the  whole  commissions  produced.  Commissions 

5.  Appointed  certain  commissioners  to  enquire  why  Kintoir  and  Dingwall  '^fF^°^.     '. 

.    ,  ,..,,,  1  ,1  Kintoir,  Dmg- 

did  not  accept  of  the  annual  missives  but  returned  the  same.  wall. 

6.  Appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  heads  of  the  general  missive.  Committee. 

7.  On  report  of  the  committee  the  convention  appointed  certain  articles  to  Heads  of  m\s- 
be  heads  of  next  general  missive.  "'^^  continued 

5  July  1709. 

8.  Appointed  James  Osuald  of  Dunnikier,  with  all  convenient  haste,  to  set  Burntisland, 
about  the  reparatione  of  the  harbour  of  Burntisland. 

9.  The  committee  appointed   by  the   21   act  of  last   general   convention  re- 
ported that  they  had  visited  the  burgh  of  Tain  and  made  exact  enquiry  into  tlie  ^™' 
"  antient  constitutione,  use  and  wont   of  the   electione   of  magistrats   and   toun 

counsell  of  the  said  burgh  for  fourty  years  bypast,  and  had  made  a  new  sett  con- 
forme  to  the  said  burghs  antient  constitution  to  the  satisfactione  of  the  inhabi- 
tants there."  The  convention  ratified  and  approved  of  the  sett,  and  appointed 
it  to  be  recorded  after  this  convention. 

.     10.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the  state  and  condition  of  the  burgh  of  Fonas. 
Forras  and  report  to  next  general  convention. 

11.   The  convention  having  considered  a  memorial  and  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Letter  of 
Wemyss,  appointed  a  letter  of  thanks  to  be  written  to  the  earl  for  his  good  offices  gj^'S,^  to  Earl 
to  the  burghs. 

]  2.   The  conventione  agreed  to  ane  address  to  her  Majestie  of  which  Address  to  her 
the  termor  foUowes  : — The  humble  address  of  the  royall  burrows  to  the 
Queens  Majestie.      May  it  please  your  Majestie.      The  salmond  fishing 
2  3  p 
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^MNBUEGH.     was  SO  valuable  a  branch  of  the  trade  of  this  part  of  the  United  King- 
^  dome  that  the  geuerall  decay  thereof  cannot  but  sensibly  affect  the  whoU 

Address  to  her         .  ,  *  .   „  „    ,  t  .  j 

Majestie.  nation  and  more  especially  your  royall  burrows  who  are  most  concernea 

in  the  trade  thereof.  It  is  very  well  known  that  nothing  hath  so  much 
contributed  to  this  decay  of  salmond  as  the  killing  of  black  fish  and 
young  frie,  and  although  many  good  laws  have  been  made  for  preventing 
thereof  yet  the  end  hitherto  hath  not  been  attained.  The  northern 
countryes  finding  by  experience  that  Collonell  Grants  company  quartered 
in  the  Highlands  was  very  usefuU  in  discovering  the  killers  of  black  fish 
and  young  frie,  were  incouraged  to  petitione  your  Majestie  for  ane  aug- 
mentatione  of  the  said  company,  and  your  Majestie  being  graciouslie 
pleased  to  add  thirty  sentinels  thereto  the  salmond  fishing  in  those  parts 
did  immediately  revive.  And  seeing  there  is  no  doubt  but  if  the  like 
method  were  pursued  in  the  other  parts  of  the  natione  the  like  effect 
would  follow,  wee  do  most  earnestly  intreat  your  Majestie  would  from 
your  innate  goodness  not  only  grant  the  same  augmentatione  to  the  other 
Highland  company  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonell  Campbell  of 
Finnab,  with  orders  to  the  said  Collonell  to  give  his  utmost  assistance  to 
the  justices  of  peace  and  others  in  discovering  and  bringing  to  due 
punishment  the  transgressours  of  the  forsaids  laws  and  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, but  also  command  such  others  of  your  officers  as  you  shall  see 
meet  to  quarter  their  companies  in  such  places  of  the  southern  countreys 
as  they  may  oversee  the  principall  rivers  and  concurr  with  the  justices 
and  others  to  the  end  aforsaid.  Which  address  the  conventione  appointed 
to  be  signed  by  their  preses. 
Memoriaiito  13.   The  convcntione  agreed  to  ane  address  to   the  barrens  of  ex- 

ch^u'er°iooi.  chequer  of  which  the  tennor  foUowes  : — Memoriall  from  the  conventione 
of  the  royall  burrows,  to  the  lord  chief  barren  and  rest  of  the  barrens  of 
exchequer.  That  wher  by  the  fifteen  article  of  the  Union  it  is  provided 
that  tuo  thousand  pounds  sterling  per  annum  out  of  the  equivalent  for 
the  space  of  seven  years  shall  be  applyed  towards  encourageing  and  pro- 
moting the  manufactur  of  course  wool  within  those  shires  that  produce  the 
samen,  and  seeing  the  royall  burrows  do  bear  ane  sixth  part  of  the  wholl 
burdens  laid  upon  North  Brittain,  and  that  through  the  decay  of  trade  the 
forsaid  burden  is  heavy  upon  them,  it  is  humbly  expected  and  desired  that 
as  occasione  offers  your  lordship  will  give  them  all  possible  incouragement. 
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particularly  that  in  proportioning  the  forsaid  tuo  thousand  pounds  sterling  Edinburgh. 
yearly  for  erecting  of  manufactures  your  lordship  will  have  regard  to  such  „ ^ — 

/.  ii  1,1  •  ■         -,  1  -,  1-         Memoriallto 

01  the  royal!  burrows  as  are  situat  m  those  southern  and  western  shires  barrens  of  ex- 
where  course  wool  is  produced  and  appoint  the  manufactures  to  be  erected  "^  ''i'^®^- 
therein,  and  all  due  care  and  dilligence  shall  be  used  to  improve  the  same 
to  the  best  advantage.      Which  memoriall  the  convention  appointed  to  be 
signed  by  their  preses. 

14.  Appointed  a  committee  to  visit  the    harbour  and  pier  of  Anstruther  Anstruther 
Easter  and  report.  ^^'*^'■■ 

15.  Anent  the  petitione  from  the  burghs  of  Stirling;,  Linlithgow  and  ^<='g'^*^  ^"'i 

,  ,  ,.,  °..     measures  to  be 

Lanerk,  keepers  of  the  weights  and  measures,  shewing  that  albeit,  m  taken  out. 
obedience  to  ane  act  of  conventione  j™  vij°  and  eight,  they  had  prepared 
setts  of  the  saids  weights  and  measures  and  that  the  whoU  burrows  should 
have  provided  themselves  therewith  betuixt  and  the  first  of  November 
last,  yet  few  or  none  have  taken  out  the  same,  craving  therefor  the  con- 
ventione would  be  pleased  to  renue  their  former  order  for  that  end ;  which 
being  considered  by  the  conventione,  they  ordained  such  burghs  as  have 
not  taken  out  their  weights  and  measures,  in  obedience  to  the  former 
appointment,  to  do  the  same  betuixt  and  the  first  of  November  next,  under 
the  penalty  of  thirty  pounds  Scots  to  be  payed  by  each  burgh  failyieing 
so  to  doe,  attour  performance. 

16.  The  convention,  considering  that  there  is  resting  to  the  general  receiver  Act  anent pay- 
£480  sterhng,  being  eight  months'  supply  for  the  six  pounds  of  the  tax  roll  laid  of^guppjl^'"'^ 
on   unfree  traders,  and  that  there  is  imposed  other  four  months'  supply  which 

will  be  due  before  next  annual  convention,  and  that  the  burghs  are  threatened 
with  quartering  for  payment  of  said  sum  ;  and  that  tbe  commissioners  who  were 
appointed  to  confer  with  Gavin  Plumer,  receiver  of  the  supply,  reported  that  he 
was  willing  to  make  payment  of  the  whole  sums  on  the  conventione  becoming  bound 
to  repay  him  against  next  general  meeting,  with  the  annual  rent  thereof,  "  and  a 
consideration  for  the  quartering  which  he  was  content  to  refer  to  the  conventione 
themselves."  The  conventione  bound  themselves  accordingly  and  ordained  the 
several  burghs  to  pay  their  proportions  along  with  the  missive  dues. 

17.  Appointed  the  burghs  of  St  Andrews  and  Kirkaldie  to  meet  with  the  Magistrates  i 
magistrates  of  Disart  and  Bailie  Black  "in  order  to  accomodat  all  differences 

betuixt  them." 

11  July  1709. 

Committee  f  c  _ 

1 8.  The  conventione,  taking  to  their  consideratione  that  all  methods  etc."^^ 
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Edimbuegh. 
11  July  1709. 

Committe  for 
unfree  trade, 

etc. 


formerly  used  to  oblige  the  burghs  of  barrony  and  regality  and  other  un- 
free  traders  to  accept  of  the  communicatione  of  trade,  in  the  terms  of  the 
act  of  parliament  made  thairanent,  and  to  relieve  the  royall  burrows  of 
the  ten  pounds  of  the  hundred  pounds  of  the  taxt  roll  for  their  said  com- 
municatione of  trade,  hath  been  hitherto  ineffectuall,  and  that  the  relief  aris- 
ing from  such  of  the  said  unfree  traders  as  have  already  accepted  and  agreed 
for  a  proportione  of  the  said  ten  pounds  to  be  payed  by  them  amounts 
only  to  one  pound  eleven  shilling,  and  the  same  is  not  payed  conforms  to 
their  agreements,  do  therefor  appoint  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Perth, 
Dundie,  Aberdeen,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  St  Andrews,  Glasgow,  Air,  Had- 
ingtoun,  Kirkaldie,  Montrose,  Dumfreis,  Inverness,  Irving,  Dumbarton, 
Renfrew,  Dunbar,  Craill,  Tain,  Bamf,  Lauder,  Annan  and  Queensferry, 
whereof  three  to  be  a  quorum,  Edinburgh  being  aluayes  one,  to  meet  as  a 
committe  after  dissolving  of  this  present  general]  conventione,  with  pouer 
to  them  to  call  befor  them  the  whol]  unfree  traders  who  have  not  formerly 
agreed  for  the  said  communicatione  of  trade,  and  to  compon,  transact  and 
agree  with  them  thereanent,  and  to  give  such  ease  of  bygones  as  they 
shall  think  fitt  and  agree  for  what  proportione  shall  be  payed  by  them  in 
time  coming  till  the  next  annual  conventione  ;  and  if  any  of  the  said 
unfree  traders  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  transact  or  agree  with  the  said 
committe  as  said  is,  the  conventione  appointed  the  burrow  agent  to 
pursue  them  befor  the  judge  competent  and  aliened  to  him  a  premium  of 
tuenty  per  cent  out  of  the  first  and  readyest  of  what  he  shall  recover  from 
such  of  the  unfree  traders  as  shall  refuse  to  transact  and  agree  with  the 
said  committe,  and  declared  that  the  said  premium  shall  be  in  full  to  him 
of  all  he  can  ask  or  crave  of  the  conventione  in  name  of  sellary  or 
expences  in  pursueing  thereof ;  and  appointed  their  agent  to  receive 
instructions  from  time  to  time  from  the  said  committe  and  to  proceed 
accordingly ;  and  ordained  the  remander  of  what  shall  be  so  recovered 
after  deduction  of  the  said  premium  to  be  imployed  at  sight  of  the  said 
committee  in  payment  of  supply  that  may  fall  due  betuixt  and  the  next 
annuall  conventione  upon  account  of  the  six  pounds  in  the  taxt  roll  under- 
taken by  Sir  Robert  Forbes  for  the  unfree  trade  ;  and  recommended  to 
the  said  committe  to  take  informatione  of  the  said  unfree  traders  at  such 
of  the  royall  burrows  as  are  next  adjacent  to  them  for  what  proportione 
they  may  be  able  to  bear ;  and  the  conventione  declared  that  if  any  of 
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the  said  unfree  traders  shall  compone  and  agree  with  the  said  committe  Edinburgh. 

by  vertue  of  the  said  agent  his  dilligence  that  the  conventione  will  take  ; '- 

to  their  consideratione  the  trouble  and  expense  he  shall  be  at  in  pursueing  unfree  trade, 
thereof.  ^'°- 

1 9 .  Ordained  that  the  burghs  of  barony  and  regality  and  other  unfree  traders  Burgha  of 

with  whom  agreements   have   been   made  for  the  communication  of  trade  but  Barony  and 

1  •!       •  •  •!      1  regality  to  be 

whose  contributions  are  m  arrear  should  be  quai-tered  upon  until  they  pay  the  quartered  on. 

same. 

20,  21.   Remitted  petitions  by  the  burghs  of  Dumfries  and  Jedburgh  to  the  Dumfries, 
consideration  of  the  committee  on  unfree  trade.  unfree  trade. 

22.   Recommended  to  the  commissioners  of  Edinburgh,  Bamf  and  Annan,  Differences 
"  to  endeavour  to  compose  all  differences  betuixt  the  burgh  of  Peebles  and  the  betuixt 
laird  of  Horsburgh;  and  in  case  they  cannot  agree  the  same,  ordained  their  agent  Horsburgh. 
to  concurr  with  the  said  burgh  in  defending  their  just  rights  and  priviledges 
against  incroachments." 

23.  The  conventione,  considering  that  by  the  act  of  her  Majesties  last  Piatfornie  of 
sessione  of  the  parliament  of  Scotland,  dated  the  fifth  of  February  j"  vij° 
and  seven  years,  it  is  ordained  that  the  city  of  Edinburgh  elect  their  com- 
missioner and  the  other  royall  burghs  to  elect  each  of  them  a  commissioner 
as  they  have  been  in  use  to  elect  commissioners  to  the  parliament,  as  at 
length  is  prescribed  by  the  said  act;  and  understanding  that  in  the  last 
sessione  of  parliament  there  were  severall  objections  made  against  the 
qualificationes  of  commissioners  and  the  forme  of  their  commissions  and 
how  they  ought  to  be  verified,  which  has  been  chiefly  occasioned  through 
the  not  knowing  the  plateforme  of  the  burrows ;  therefor  to  prevent 
further  mistakes  and  that  burgesses  elected  to  represent  in  the  parliament 
of  Great  Brittain  may  be  put  to  no  trouble  or  expences  on  that  head,  the 
conventione  did  revive,  ratifie,  and  perpetually  confirme  the  act  of  the 
generall  conventione  of  burrows  anno  j"  vj'=  fourty  tuo,  ordaining  all  com- 
missiones  to  parliaments,  conventions  of  estates  or  burrows,  to  be  sub- 
scribed be  the  magistrats  themselves  and  the  clerk  of  the  burgh,  in  name 
of  their  counsell,  and  the  seall  of  the  burgh  afSxt  therto  or  by  way  of 
extract,  under  the  subscriptione  of  their  clerk  and  seall  of  cause  ;  as  also 
they  ratified,  approved,  and  confirmed  the  qualifications  of  the  persons  as 
established  by  the  present  plateforme,  that  is  to  say  that  the  commissions 
testifie  and  declare  the  commissioners  to  be  men  fearing  God,  of  the  true 
protestant  religion  publickly  professed  and  autherised  by  the  laws  of  this 
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EDiNBnRQH      kingdome,    without  suspicione   in  the   contrair,   expert  in  the  commone 
z:r~r r~  affaires  of  the  burrows,  merchants,  tradsmen,  and  inhabitants  within  the 

Platforme  of  .,,..,, 

commissiones.  burgh,  bearing  all  portable  charges  with  their  neigh  bours  and  bears  a  part 
of  the  publick  burdens  and  can  tine  and  wine  in  all  their  affaires ;  or,  if 
the  persons  elected  commissioners  be  not  merchants,  traffickers,  and  con- 
stant residenters  as  above  said,  that  it  shall  not  be  a  sufficient  qualifica- 
tione  that  their  commissions  testifie  them  to  be  proprietors  of  lands 
holding  burgage  of  the  burgh  to  the  value  of  three  thousand  merks  except 
they  shall  upon  their  solemn  oaths  depone  upon  the  verity  of  the  said 
attestatione  and  value  of  the  lands.  Declaring  hereby  that  all  commis- 
sions to  be  granted  hereafter  to  persons  for  electing  burgesses  to  serve  in 
the  parhament  of  Great  Brittain,  conventions  of  estates,  and  conventions  of 
burrowSj  shall  bear  the  qualificationes  both  of  the  commissioners  and  com- 
missions above  written,  under  the  penalties  contained  in  the  severall  acts 
of  burrous,  over  and  above  the  casting  of  their  commissions.  And  farder, 
the  conventione  ordained  the  severall  communities  of  burghs,  befor  they 
proceed  to  elect  their  commissioners  to  choise  a  burgess  to  represent  them 
in  the  parliament  of  Great  Brittain,  to  take  such  oaths  as  are  by  law 
required,  and  that  the  commissions  do  bear  the  same,  under  the  penalties 
and  disabilities  abovewritten.  And  to  the  end  that  each  burgh  may  be 
sufficiently  advertised  hereof,  the  conventione  ordained  their  agent  to 
transmitt  duplicats  of  this  present  act  to  them  that  the  same  may  be 
registrat  in  their  counsell  books,  and  appointed  the  counsell  of  the  burgh 
to  return  their  recept  of  the  said  duplicat  to  the  generall  clerks  of  the 
burrows  to  be  by  them  marked  in  the  records  of  the  conventione. 


Xnverkeithing. 


John  Biichan, 
£200. 


24.  Allowed  to  the  burgh  of  Inverkeithing  300  merks  towards  the  repairing 
of  their  harbour. 

25.  On  petition  of  John  Buchan,  sometime  agent  of  the  burghs,  the  conven- 
tion allowed  him  £200  Scots  of  present  supply,  and  remitted  to  the  committee 
on  unfree  trade  to  endeavour  to  adjust  all  differences  between  him  and  the  present 
asent. 


Sectfd'ageS'*  ^^-  "^^^  conventione  unanimously  elected  Mr  George  Smollet,  advocat, 
to  be  their  agent  in  place  of  Sir  Robert  Forbes,  advocat,  and  alloued 
to  him  the  sellary  and  casuality  thereto  belonging,  who  compearing 
accepted   his   office,    maid   faith   de  fideli,    and    did    take   the   oaths  of 
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alegiance  and  abjuratione  and  subscribed  the  same  with  the  assurance ;  Edinburgh. 
and  the  conventione  recomended  to  the  committe  anent  the  agents  accompts 


to  draw  up  instructions  to  be  given  to  him  anent  his  management  of  the  elected  agent, 
affaires  of  the  royall  burrows  as  they  shall  think  fitt. 

27.  The  convention,  considering  that  the  taxt  roll  is  to  be  altered  Missive  dues, 
the  next  year,  doe  statut  and  ordain  that  no  commissioner  for  any  burgh 
be  admitted  a  member  of  the  next  annual  conventione  unless  with  his 
commissione  he  produce  a  discharge  of  the  haill  bygone  missive  dues 
resting  by  the  burgh  he  represents,  and  that  such  as  faill  to  do  the  same 
shall  be  farder  augmented  in  the  taxt  roll. 

28.  The  convention,  "  considering  that  there  is  a  considerable  sum  due  to  Sir  Sir  Eobert 
Robert  Forbes  which  cannot  be  got  cleared  in.  regard  of  his  absence  forth  of  the    ""^  ^^'  "^^  ' 
kingdome,"  remitted  to  a  committee  to  adjust  accounts  with  him,  and  to  consider 

what  gratification  should  be  given  to  his  servitor. 

12  July  1709. 

29.  Appointed  Mr  George  Smollet,  agent,  to  pay  the  agent's  accounts  from  Agents 
July  1708  to  July  1709,  extending  to  £7618,  IBs.  Scots,  and  the  burghs  to  pay  accompts. 
their  proportions  of  the  missive  dues. 

The  following  items  appear  in  the  accounts  ; — 
To  Robert  Morison,  door  keeper  of  exchequer,     . 
To  the  gardner  for  furnishing  floures, 

For  a  boat  sent  express  to  the  north  with  ane  express  from  the 
admirality,     ...... 

For  printing  tuo  hundred  coppies  of  Wemyss  orders 

30.  Ordained  the  agent  to  pay  to  Sir  Samuell   M'Clellan,  commissioner  to  Disbursements 
parliament  for  Edinburgh,  a  sum  not  exceeding  £100  sterling,  to  be  disbursed  in  {,"  ^ ^g""^  "^ 
the  affairs  of  the  burghs  when  at  London. 

31.  Recommended  to  the  committee  appointed  to  sit  after  dissolving  this  Committe 

convention    "  to  give   their   assistance  to   the  merchants  in  what   concerns   the  *°  ^^f  ^t  t^® 

,    .         -    ,  1       j_    j_i  1        )'  mercnants. 

seizures  and  prisage,  upon  the  expences  aluise  oi  the  merchants  tnemseives. 

32.  Remitted  to  the  committee  anent  unfree  trade  to  consider  and  determine  Fortrose. 
whether  Fortrose  should  be  relieved  for  next  year's  cess  and  missive  dues  efieiring 

to  one  shilling  Scots  in  the  tax  roll. 

33.  Exempted  the  burgh  of  Kirkwall  for  their  whole  bygone  missive  dues,  Kirkwall. 
and  appointed   the  agent  to  assign  to  the  burgh  right  to  the  unfree  trade   of 
Orkney  and  Zetland  on  their  paying  him  £500  Scots,  and  assigning  to  him  their 

share  of  the  equivalent  for  behoof  of  the  royal  burghs. 


£11 

12 

0 

11 

12 

0 

120 

0 

0 

36 

0 

0 
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Cruzers  and 
convoyes. 


12  Jifiy^iyog  ^^'  ^^^   conventione   taking   to   their   consideratione   the  petitione 

Inverness ^"i^oxQ.  the  burgh  of  Inverness,  shewing  that  notwithstanding  the  act  of  the 

conventione  appointing  all  differences  betuixt  burgesses  of  burghs  royall 
anent  the  management  of  their  commone  good  and  other  publick  concerns 
should  be  first  tabled  befor  the  conventione,  yet  James  Porteous,  Simeon 
M'Kenzie,  William  M'Lean,  and  others  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh, 
have  raised  proces  against  the  magistrats  thereof  befor  the  lords  of  sessione 
and  endeavour  to  overturn  the  constitutione  of  the  burgh  and  act  of  sett 
ratified  and  approven  by  the  royall  burrows,  which  has  been  inviolably 
observed  ever  since  the  year  j™  vj°  seventy  eight ;  which  being  considered 
by  the  conventione  they  fand  the  saids  persons  highly  censurable  for  con- 
traveening  the  acts  of  the  royall  burrows,  but  in  regard  they  were  not 
present  they  appointed  the  burghs  of  Elgin,  Tain,  Fortrose,  Nairn  and 
Dinguall,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  meet  at  the  burgh  of  Inverness  [to  hear 
parties  and  determine  in  the  matter  as  they  shall  see  cause]. 

35.  The  conventione,  considering  that  Sir  Patrick  Johnston,  lord 
provost  of  Edinburgh,  has  been  at  great  pains  and  trouble  in  giving  the 
necessar  orders  to  the  cruzers  and  convoyes  put  under  his  directione  by 
the  lord  high  admirall  of  Great  Brittain,  and  that  the  same  has  been 
effectuall  for  the  security  of  the  ships  under  the  said  cruzers  and  convoyes 
their  protectione,  to  the  safty  of  the  trade  and  satisfactione  of  the  mer- 
chants, therefore  the  conventione  return  his  lordship  their  hearty  thanks 
for  his  said  care  and  vigilance,  and  declare  that  they  will  not  be  wanting 
to  express  their  gratitude  by  a  suteable  return  whenever  opportunity 
shall  offer,  and  in  the  meantime  appoints  the  agent  to  pay  what  money 
his  lordship  shall  call  for  frome  time  to  time  for  that  service,  and  also 
appoints  that  what  money  the  provost  of  Glasgow  shall  give  out  on  that 
account  shall  be  repeated. 
Dunbar,  power  36.  The  conventione,  taking  to  their  consideratione  the  petitione 
Indtanl?"^  from  the  magistrats  and  toun  counsell  of  the  burgh  of  Dunbar,  shewing 
that  they  are  in  use  to  set  at  a  publick  roup  yearly  their  commone  milns, 
with  a  piece  of  mireish  ground  therto  belonging,  and  to  repair  the  same 
upon  the  publick  charge,  whereas  if  they  were  aliened  to  get  a  tack  of 
fifteen  years  or  thereby  and  burden  the  tacksman  with  tlie  reparations  it 
would  be  a  great  ease  to  the  said  burgh,  and  the  myrish  ground  would  be 
thereby  improven  ;  and  seeing   they  are  not  aliened  to  set  a  longer  tack 
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then  three  years  without  consent  of  the  royall  burrows,  craving  therefor  Edinbctrgh. 

the  conventione  would  allow  the  saids  magistrats  and  counsell  to  set  a  — — ^^ '- 

tack  of  fyfteen  years  or  theirby  of  the  saids  common  milnes  and  myrish  to^se/miins"'^'^ 
ground  as  the  conventione  shall  think  fitt ;  which  being  considered  by  the  ^^^  '*"'^- 
conventione  they  hereby  grant  warrand  to  the  saids  magistrats  and 
counsell  to  set  a  tack  of  the  said  commone  milns  and  myrish  ground  for 
fifteen  years  to  the  best  advantage  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  next 
generall  conventione  in  order  to  get  the  said  conventions  approbatione  of 
the  said  tack. 

37.   The  conventione  remitted  to  the  committe  appointed  to  sitt  after  illegal  prac- 

-,.     ,    .  ^    ,  .  .  .        .  1       -n        ni  •         tises  In  trade. 

disolvmg  01  this  present  conventione  to  enquire  into  the  lUegall  practices 
by  which  the  trade  of  North  Brittain  is  crushed,  to  the  end  those  guilty 
may  be  brought  to  punishment,  with  pouer  to  the  said  committe  in  name 
of  the  royall  burrows  to  address  her  Majestie  or  the  parliament  or  both  as 
they  shall  see  cause. 

38.  Eemitted  to  the  committee  appointed  to  sit  after  dissolving  of  this  con-  Act  in  favours 
vention,  petition  by  Gilbert  Stewart,  commissioner  named  in  the  act  of  committee  otewart"^' 
dated  4th  December  last,  shewing  that  "  he  upon  the  faith  of  this  act  and  com- 
missione  went  to  London  and  addrest  the  parliament  in  name  of  the  royall  bur- 
rows and  obtained  ane  act  not  only  regulating  the  payments  to  the  severall  per- 
sons concerned  therin  but  settling  the  payment  of  drawbacks  upon  a  sure  founda- 

tione  in  time  coming,  the  obtaining  of  quhich  act  did  not  only  put  him  to  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  and  loss  of  time  but  to  a  very  liberal  expense  which  in  reason 
ought  effectually  to  be  refounded." 

39.  The  conventione  anent  the  petitione  given  in  be  James  Cuming,  Ships  taken  by 
merchant  in  Edinburgh,  for  himself  and  others  concerned  in  the  ship  and  privateers. 
loading  of  wines  aboard  the  Drummond  of  Leith,  John  Tait,  master,  com- 
plaining that  Captain  Blois,  commander  of  Her  Majesties  ship  the  Shear- 

ness,  and  Captain  Massie  of  the  Glasgow,  appointed  by  the  lord  high 
admirall  to  convoy  some  Virginia  ships  from  Leith  to  the  river  of  Thames, 
the  said  John  Tait  took  the  opportunity  of  the  said  convoy  and  received 
sailing  orders  accordingly,  but  the  convoy  left  the  fleet  in  the  night  tyme, 
without  so  much  as  acquainting  them,  when  they  were  about  half  way  in 
their  intended  voyage,  and  the  said  ship  became  a  prey  to  the  French 
privateers  ;  and  also  anent  the  representatione  made  be  the  commissioner 
for  the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie,  that  the  ship  the  Ester  of  Kirkcaldie,  whereof 
James  Hallow,  master,  having  taken  the  opportunity  of  the  said  convoy 
2  3  Q 
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Edinburoh.     -^y^g  oigQ  taken  by  the  French,  and  that  sometime  of  befor  the  same 

12  July  1709.  .  . 

Shi  3  taken  b    Sheamess,  Captain  Blois,  commander,  being  to  convoy   some   ships  from 
French  the  road  of  Leith  to  the  Theams,  did  leave  the  fleet  in  the  voyage,  whereby 

the  Jean  of  Kirkcaldie,  Robert  Forrestdale,  master,  was  taken  by  the 
French  privateers.  Which  being  considered  by  the  conventione  they 
remitted  the  matter  above  complained  upon  to  the  committe  impoured  to 
sitt  after  dissolving  of  this  present  conventione,  to  be  by  them  in  name  of 
the  royall  burrows  laid  befor  her  Majestie  or  the  parliament  or  both,  as 
they  shall  judge  meet,  for  geting  ane  efFectuall  redress  in  the  said  matter. 
40.  The  convention  remitted  the  representatione  from  the  Earl  of 
Wemyss  to  them,  with  the  letters  from  severall  merchants  in  London 
recomending  Alexander  Bain,  esquire,  to  the  burrows  as  a  fitt  persone  to 
correspond  with  in  matters  of  trade,  to  the  committe  appointed  to  sitt 
after  dissolving  of  this  present  conventione. 

Dundie,  Dun-  41-4-3.  Appointed  committees,  to  visit  the  burghs  of  Dundee,  Dunbar,  and 

toun.  '^  ™^      Hadingtoun,  and  report  the  particular  condition  thereof  to  next  general  con- 
vention. 


Representa- 
tione from 
Earle  of 
Wemyss. 


Culross, 
justices  of  the 
peace. 


Sir  David 
Dalrymple 
elected 
assessor. 


44.  The  conventione,  upon  a  memoriall  from  the  burgh  of  Culross, 
representing  some  incroachments  made  by  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
shire  of  Peartb  upon  the  said  burgh  and  its  piiviledges,  remitted  the  con- 
sideratione  therof  to  the  committe  appointed  to  sitt  after  disolving  of  this 
present  conventione,  to  give  to  the  said  burgh  of  Culross  their  best  advice 
in  the  said  affair  ;  and  farder,  the  conventione  recommended  to  the  severall 
other  burghs  who  have  any  such  complaints  against  the  justices  of  the 
peace  to  give  in  their  informations  theranent  to  the  burrow  agent,  whom 
the  conventione  appointed  to  consult  her  Majesties  advocat  and  Sir  James 
Stewart,  senior,  for  their  advice  in  the  said  complaints,  and  to  transmitt 
copies  of  their  said  advice  to  the  severall  burrows  by  the  directione  of  the 
said  committe. 

45.  The  conventione,  considering  the  great  ability  of  Sir  David 
Dalrymple  of  Hales,  her  Majesties  advocat,  to  serve  the  royall  burrows, 
and  that  on  all  occasions  he  has  appeared  for  their  intrest,  did  therfor 
appoint  him  to  be  their  assessor  during  the  conventions  pleasure  and 
alloued  to  him  five  hundred  merks  of  yearly  sallary  and  appointed  the 
agent  to  pay  the  same  accordingly. 
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46.   On  petition  by  Newgallaway,  the  convention  appointed   their  agent  to  Edinbubgh. 
pay  that  burgh  £100  Scots  of  supply  on  their  paying  bygone  missive  dues  ;  and  12  July  1709. 
appointed  the  burghs  of  Dumfreis,  Wigton,  and  Annan  to  endeavour  to  compose  Newgallaway. 
the  differences  betwixt  the  burgh  of  Kirkcudbright  and  John  Chalmers,  bailie  of 
Newgallaway. 

47.  The  conventione,  taking  to  their  consideratione  their  act  appoint-  ^^^.^°'^  fil- 
ing all  differences  that  may  arise  between  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  differences. 
royall  burrows  anent  the  management  of  their  commone  good  and  other 
publick  concerns  to  be  first  tabled  befor  the  royall  burrows,  therefore  they 
remitt  to  the  committe  formerly  appointed  for  the  unfree  trade  to  sitt  after 
disolving  of  this  present  conventione,  to  hear  all  complaints  that  may  be 
made  to  them  from  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  royall  burrows  anent 
their  publick  concerns,  with  pouer  to  them  to  determine  therin  as  they 
shall  see  cause ;  and  also  remitted  to  the  consideratione  of  the  said  com- 
mitte all  matters  relating  to  the  staple  port,  with  pouer  to  them  to  deter- 
uime  therin  as  they  shall  think  fitt. 

48.  Appointed  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Stirling  and   Selkirk,  "  to  present  Address  to 
their  address  to  the  barrons  of  exchequer." 

49.  Appointed  the  committee  anent  unfree  trade  "to  receive  from  Colonel  John  Col.  J5rskin's 
Erskin  of  Carnock  what  overtures  he  has  to  make  anent  the  trade  of  the  salt  and 

fishing,  to  be  laid  befor  parliament." 

50.  The  conventione,  anent  the  petitione  gevin  in  be  the  burghs  of  ^"^"^  *°  ^'"'■'l 
Dumfermling   and    Inverkeithing,   complaining  that   John    Stenhouse   of  Touch. 
Southfood  had  taken  upon  bim  to  stop  ane  commone  high  road  leading  to 

and  from  the  saids  burghs  and  the  coall  heugh  of  Touch,  to  the  great  pre- 
judice of  the  coall  trade,  notwithstanding  the  said  burghs  had  been  in  the 
possessione  of  the  said  road  past  memory  of  man,  which  being  considered 
be  the  conventione  they  appointed  the  commissioners  for  the  burghs  of 
Stirling  and  Queensferry  to  enquire  into  the  matters  of  fact  above  repre- 
sented and  to  lay  the  same  before  the  committe  appointed  to  sitt  after 
disolving  of  this  present  conventione  who  are  hereby  impoured  to  doe 
therin  as  they  shall  think  fitt. 

51.  The    conventione   upon   ane   petitione   from  the  magistrats  and  ^™g;  s<=hooi- 
toun  counsell  of  the  burgh  of  Irving  against  their  late   master  of  their 
grammar  school,  shewing  that  notwithstanding  the  saids  magistrats  and 

counsell  did  discharge  the  said  schoolmaster  for  none  attendance,  whereby 
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EorNBUBGH.     their  scholl  was  intierly  broke,  aud  did  choise  another  in  his  place,  yet  the 
—  ^^  said  former  schoolmaster  did  still  continue  in  his  place  and  had  suspended 

mlstS-'/"  °°    the  act  of  counsell  depriving  him  of  his  office,  which  being  considered  by 
the  conventione  they  appoint  [a  committe  to  concur  with  the  magistrates 
in  the  said  matter.] 
Preston-  52-54.  Remitted  to  the  committee  on  unfree  trade  consideration  of  (52)  "any 

Wsf  Buoban,  overtures  that  may  be  given  in  be  William  Morisone  of  Prestongrange  for  ad- 
Home,  vancing  the  trade  of  this  part  of  Great  Brittain  ;"  (53)  "  any  memoriall  that  shall 
be  given  in  by  Mr  John  Buchan,  advocate  and  late  agent  to  the  royall  burrows, 
anent  the  unfree  traders,"  and  (54)  "  petition  given  in  be  John  Home,  servitor  to 
Sir  Robert  Forbes,  advocate  ;"  and  "  appointed  the  said  John  Home  to  lay  befor 
the  said  committee  the  state  of  the  several  processes  intented  by  him  befor  the 
admirall  court  against  the  unfree  traders." 

Act  appoint-  55.   The  conventione,  considering  that  severall  methods  hath  been 

to^prosecute  hitherto  taken  for  obtaining  relief  from  the  unfree  traders  of  their  propor- 
unfree  traders.  ^^Q^g  gf  ^|jg  ^g^^t  roll  and  that  the  same  has  not  been  effectuall,  and  it 
being  proposed  that  the  following  essay  and  triall  may  be  made,  to  witt, 
that  the  buiTow  agent  shall  with  the  first  conveniency  and  as  he  is  able 
to  overtake  it  repare  to  the  severall  shires  of  this  kingdome,  Orkney  and 
Zetland  excepted,  and  there  take  informatione  of  the  unfree  traders 
within  their  respective  bounds  and  conveen  them  at  such  royall  burghs 
within  the  same  as  shall  be  thought  fitt  by  the  commity  for  the  unfree 
trade,  and  to  acquaint  such  of  the  representatives  of  the  royall  burrows  as 
the  said  committe  shall  appoint  to  meet  within  the  saids  severall  districts, 
by  whose  advice  and  directione  the  said  agent  may  transact  and  agree 
with  these  unfree  traders  for  all  bygones  and  till  the  next  generall  conven- 
tione ;  which  proposall  the  conventione  approved  and  authorised  and 
appointed  to  be  put  to  due  executione,  and  referred  to  the  said  committe 
to  give  such  further  orders  and  instructions  to  the  said  agent,  and 
appointed  summonds  to  be  sent  to  the  saids  unfree  traders  with  the 
letters  appointing  them  to  meet  in  their  respective  districts,  that  in  case 
they  do  not  so  agree  for  the  communicatione  of  trade  they  may  be  pro- 
ceeded against  by  the  said  agent  with  the  utmost  dilligence. 

Whithern.  55.   On  petition  from  the  burgh  of  Whithorn,  showing  the  ruinous  condition 

of  their  tolbooth  and  harbour,  the  convention  allowed  the  burgh  £100  Scots  for 
their  reparation. 
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57.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  certain  sallaries  and  gratuities.  ^I'Y'T^Tnq 

58.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting  and  appointed  next  general  convention  to 


Salaries  and 


be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1710.  ^Xtiet 

Act'ot  adjourn- 
ment. 

Sett  of  the  Burgh  of  Tain,  appointed  to  he  recorded  hy  the 
9th  act  of  the  preceding  Gkneral  Convention. 

At  Tain  the  eighteenth  day  of  August  j'"  vij"  and  eight  years.  In  Sett'of  the 
obedience  to  [the  2]  act  of  the  general  convention  of  burghs,  held  in  July  isiugustiTOS. 
1708,  compeared  the  commissioners  of  Inverness,  Elgin,  Forras,  Ding- 
wall and  Fortrose,]  and  vree  having  considered  the  counsell  books  of 
the  said  burgh  of  Taine  farr  above  fourty  years  backward,  we  find  (not- 
withstanding some  of  their  books  produced  be  defective  in  severall  particu- 
lars) yet  that  the  number  of  their  counsell,  including  provost,  baillies, 
dean  of  gild  and  theasurer,  did  not  exceed  fifteenth,  and  some  years  thir- 
teenth, till  Michalmass  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  six  years,  att 
which  time  the  laird  of  Balnagowine  was  made  provost,  the  number  was 
augmented  to  seventeenth,  which  is  tuo  more  than  their  ordinar  number 
and  old  constitutione ;  and  at  Michalmass  j™  vij''  and  seven,  having  mett 
upon  the  tuenty  ninth  day  of  September,  they  continued  the  seventeenth 
of  the  former  years  electione,  and  upon  the  ninth  day  of  October  thereafter 
they  added  six  more  to  their  counsell,  viz.,  William  Lord  Ross,  William  Lord 
Strathnaver  and  John  Lord  M'Leod,  William  Ross  and  John  Mansone, 
merchants,  and  Charles  Ross,  wigmaker  in  Taine,  as  new  counsellers  ;  and 
on  the  fourth  day  of  June  last  j™  vij°  and  eight  years  instant,  the  laird  of 
Balnagowine  provost  having  conveened  a  quorum  of  the  counsell  of  the 
said  burgh,  did  motione  therein  that  in  respect  and  by  the  deceas  of 
John  Ross,  late  provost,  and  Alexander  Ross,  baillie,  being  on  death  bedd, 
and  the  honourable  Lord  Ross  is  living  at  such  a  distance  that  he  could 
not  attend  the  said  counsell,  therefor  craved  that  the  counsell  should 
nominat  other  three  counsellers  to  officiat,  and  accordingly  they  did  proceed 
and  elect  William  Ross  of  Easterfearne,  William  Ross  of  Aldie  and 
Thomas  Ross,  junior,  merchant  in  Taine,  to  exerce  in  that  statione  as 
counsellors  ;  which  with  the  former  number  makes  tuenty-six  counsellors, 
including  the  magistrats.  It  is  unanimously  the  oppinione  of  us,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committe,  that  the  electione  at  Michalmass  j""  vij"  and  six  and 
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Edinbtjrgh.     at  Michalmass  i™  vii"  and  seven,  and  the  additione  of  counsellers  the  ninth 

Julv  1709  JO  > 

'■ of  October  i"  vii'^  and  seven  and  the  fourth  of  June  i™  vij°  and  eight  are 

Sett  of  the  j  J  j        ^  j  o 

hurgh  of  Tain,  palpable  incroachments  upon  the  constitutione  of  the  said  burgh  of  Tain 
Augusti708.  ^^^  contrare  to  the  setts  of  other  well  governed  burghs  ;  and  for  remeed 
thereof  we  recomend  to  the  magistrats  and  counsell  of  Tain  in  time  com- 
ing that  they  do  not  exceed  the  number  of  fifteenth  counsellers,  including 
the  provost,  baillies,  dean  of  gild  and  tresaurer,  and  that  they  be  all  men 
qualified  conforme  to  the  acts  and  constitutione  of  burrows,  viz.,  that  they 
be  merchants,  traffeckers,  actuall  residenters,  tradsmen,  inhabitants,  or 
such  persons  as  can  gain  or  lose  in  the  concerns  of  the  burgh,  and  that  for 
hereafter  their  provost  not  continue  above  three  years,  being  yearly  chosen 
be  the  toun  counsell,  and  that  their  baillies,  dean  of  gild  and  tresaurer, 
continue  not  above  tuo  years,  being  yearly  chosen  as  said  is,  and  that  they 
turn  off  yearly  at  Michalmass  four  of  their  old  counsell,  and  in  place  of 
them  to  chose  four  new  counsellers,  and  the  new  counsell  so  chosen  to 
elect  the  magistrats  out  of  the  said  number  of  fifteenth.  And  this  we 
give  as  our  report  in  obedience  to  the  said  act  and  commissione,  and  we 
publickly  intimat  the  same  to  the  magistrats,  counsell,  and  inhabitants  of 
the  said  burgh  of  Tain. 


Edinbuegh. 
14  July  1709. 
Sederunt. 


Preses. 

Article  anent 
supply 
delayed. 
Unfree  traders 
to  be  trans- 
acted with. 


Meeting  of  Committee  appointed  by  (he  18th  act  of  last 
General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh. 

14  July  1709. 

Edinburgh,  George  Warrender ;  Air,  Eobert  Moore  ;  Tain,  William  Koss  ; 
Inverness,  Alexander  Duff;  Dumbarton,  Sir  James  Smollet ;  Renfrew,  John 
Cochran.      [Eleven  burghs  hlank^ 

1.  Sir  Patrick  Johnston,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Delayed  consideration  of  the  1 6th  act  of  last  general  convention  till  the 
return  of  Sir  Eobert  Forbes  from  London. 

3.  Appointed  the  unfree  traders  within  the  different  shires  to  be  transacted 
with  at  sight  of  the  several  commissioners  named  in  this  act. 


Unfree  traders 
to  be  pursued 
and  transacted 
with. 


15  July  1709. 

4.   Appointed  the  unfree  traders  to  be  pursued  and  transacted  with  at  the 
times  and  in  the  manner  mentioned  in  this  act. 
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18  July  1709.  Edinburgh. 

•'  18  July  1709. 


5.   Hemitted  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Dumfries  to  the  committee  appointed  Dumfries, 
to  advise  the  transacting  with  unfree  tradei's  in  the  shire. 

C.  The  commissioner  for  Dumbartouii  gave  in  ane  draught  of  a  letter  Letter  to  the 
conforme  to  the  appointment  of  the  committe  at  their  last  meeting  which 
was  read  and  approven  and  appointed  to  be  recorded  and  printed  and 
signed  be  the  preses  of  the  committe,  the  teunor  whereof  folloues  : — 
Gentlemen.  The  royall  burrows  have  used  all  the  tenderness  in  their 
pouer  touards  the  unfree  traders,  till  at  length  the  burding  upon  them  is 
become  so  heavy  and  unsupportable  that  they  cannot  any  longer  delay  the 
seeking  of  ane  relieff,  and  therfor  have  ordered  Mr  George  Smollet,  advo- 
cat,  their  agent,  to  prosecut  the  unfree  traders  in  the  terms  of  law  and  to 
give  them  all  citations  for  that  effect,  but  in  the  meantime  as  a  farder 
proof  of  the  royall  burrows  aversione  to  put  you  to  unnecessar  trouble  and 
expences,  and  to  prevent  these  extremities  which  the  result  of  a  legall 
proces  will  certainly  produce  against  the  unfree  traders,  they  have  im- 
pouered  their  said  agent  to  agree  with  you  even  at  your  own  doors,  at  the 
sight  and  advice  of  such  of  the  adjacent  royall  burrows  as  he  will  adver- 
tise you,  and  it  is  now  expected  that  you  will  not  slight  this  last  oppor- 
tunity of  saving  yourselves  but  will  embrace  the  occasione  of  observing 
what  shall  be  desired,  and  the  royall  burrows  hope  that  when  they  are  so 
happy  as  to  be  incorporat  together  you  shall  find  the  good  effects.  This 
at  command  and  in  name  of  the  committe  of  the  royall  burrows  is  signi- 
fied by,  etc.  Sic  suhscribitur :  Patrick  Johnston. 

7.  Delayed  consideration  of  John  Buchan's  petition  till  the  return  of  Sir  John  Buohan's 
Eobert  Forbes  from  London.  petition. 

8.  The  committe  having  considered  the  tuenty  sixth  act  of  the  last  instructions  to 
generall  conventione  remitted  to  them  for  giving  instructions  to  the  ' 
agent,  they  fand  that  nothing  for  the  time  has  emerged  whereaneut  it 
appeared  needfull  to  instruct  him  except  anent  the  prosecutione  of  the 
unfree  traders,  wherein  they  have  given  him  full  instructions  mentioned 
in  their  sederunts  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  instant,  and  the  committe 
are  to  direct  him  in  what  further  may  occur  at  their  after  meetings  as 
they  shall  see  cause. 
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Edinbueoh.  9.  Delayed  the  gratifying  of  John  Home,  servitor  to  Sir  Robert  Forbes,  till 

18  July  1709.     |-{)e  accounts  of  the  latter  are  cleared. 

John  Home's  10.  There  being  no  applications  from  merchants  under  the  31st  act  of  last 

Merchants."'     convention,  the  committee  declared  they  would  consider  these  applications  when 

given  in  to  them. 
Fortrose.  11.  Delayed  consideration  of  the  easing  of  Montrose  in  the  tax  roll  till  the 

accounts  of  Sir  Robert  Forbes  are  cleared. 
Anentillegall  12.  The  committee  having  no  information  regarding  the  37th  act  of  last 

prao  ices.         general  convention,  recommended  the  several  members  to  take  all  information 

they  can  get  and  lay  the  same  before  the  committee. 
Anent  draw-  13.  Anent  the  38th  act  of  last  convention,  the  committee  remitted  to  five  of 

backs,  etc.        ih&x  number   "  to   adjust   the  calcul  both  of  the  fish,  flesh,  and  salt,  and  to 

report." 
Mr  Bain.  14.  Anent  the  40th  act  of  last  convention,  the  committee  "are  of  oppinion 

Mr  Bain  is  a  fitt  person  to  correspond  with  in  matters  of  trade,  being  recomended 

by  the  Earle  of  Wemyss  and  severall  merchants  for  that  end." 
Incroachments         15.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  Sir  David  Dalrymple,  her  Majesty's 
of  justices,  etc.  advocate,  and  Sir  James  Stewart,  senior,  late  lord  advocate,  should  be  consulted 

regarding  the  encroachments  of  justices  of  the  peace,  remitted  by  the  44th  act  of 

last  convention.      As  to  the   47th,  49th,  and  50th  acts  of  the  last   convention, 

"  there  being  no  applicatione  as  yet  made  to  them,  declared  they  would  consider 

these  applications  when  given  in." 
Jedburgh.  1 6.  Delayed  consideration  of  petition-  by  the  burgh   of  Jedburgh  till  the 

accounts  of  Sir  Robert  Forbes  are  cleared. 
Decreet  of  par-         17.  The  clerks  delivered  to  George  Smollet,  agent,  "the  nottoriall  attested 
liament  as  to     double  of  the  decreet  of  the  commissione  of  parliament,  at  the  instance  of  IMr 
'  John  Buchan,  advocat,  late  agent  to  the  royall  burghs,  against  the  unfree  traders, 

dated  the  thirty  day  of  March  j™  vj°  and  ninty-nine  years." 

26  January  1710. 

Sederunt.  Edinburgh,  George  Warrender  ;  Aberden,  Mr  William  Black  ;  Dumbarton, 

Sir  James  Smollet  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnston  ;  Renfrew,  Mr  John 
Cochran. 

Preses.  1.  George  Warrender,  dean  of  guild  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

TounofKeisoe.  2.  The  agent  having  reported  to  the  committe  that  he  had  insisted 
against  the  toun  of  Kelsoe  in  ane  suspensione  raised  at  their  instance 
against  the  royall  burrows,  and  at  the  last  calling  before  my  Lord  Bow- 
hill  his  lordship  recomended  that  affair  to  be  accomodat  betuixt  the 
parties  in  ane  friendly  manner  and  did  offer  his  good  services  therein,  the 
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committe  resolved  that  some  of  their  number  should  go  along  with  the  Edinbtogh, 

,     ,  .^  ,.,,,.  ,    ,  ,  ,  *   ,  ,         =>  ,26  January 

agent  to  wait  upon  his  lordship  and  know  when  he  would  meet  to  end  1710. 
that  affair  with  the  toun  of  Kelsoe. 

2  February  17 10. 

Edinburgh,  George  Warrender  ;  Linlitbgow,  Alexander  Glen  ;  Dumbarton, 
Sir  James  Smollet ;  Aberdeen,  Mr  William  Black ;  Bamf,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie; 
Annan,  Mr  William  Johnston  ;  Eenfrew,  Mr  William  Cochran. 

1.  George  Warrender,  dean  of  guild  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.  The  dean  of  gild  of  Edinburgh  communicat  to  the  committe  a  Affrioan  com- 
letter  from  Sir  Patrick  Johnston,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  informing  ^™'^' 
that  there  was  now  a  designe  to  constitut  the  Royall  Affrican  Company 
with  exclusive  priviledges,  which  probably  would  be  prejudicial!  to  North 
Britain,  and  that  the  toun  counsell  of  Edinburgh  had  ordered  some  of 
their  number  to  consult  Sir  James  Steuart,  senior,  in  relatione  to  ane 
address  against  the  same,  therefore  the  said  dean  of  gild  desired  to  know 
bow  far  it  was  the  intrest  of  the  royall  burrows  to  concurr  in  the  said 
address,  which  being  considered  by  the  committe  they  appointed  a  letter 
of  thanks  to  be  write  to  Sir  Patrick  Johnston  for  his  care  in  the  burrows 
affaires  and  declared  their  resolutione  to  address  the  parliament  in  rela- 
tione to  the  said  affair. 

4  February  17 10. 

Edinburgh,  George  Warrender;  Aberdeen,  Mr  William  Black;  Linlithgow,  Sederunt. 
Alexander  Glen;  Dumbarton,  Sir  James  Smollet;  Bamf,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie ; 
Annan,  Mr  William  Johnston  ;  Eenfrew,  Mr  William  Cochran. 

1.  The  committe  having  met  with  resolutione  to  address  the  parlia-  ^^^^'^^rat  '^^ 
ment,  conforme  to  the  minuts  the  second  of  February  instant,  unanimously 
agreed  to  the  following  address  which  they  appointed  to  be  signed  by 
George  Warrender,  present  dean  of  gild  of  Edinburgh,  their  preses,  in 
tbeir  name,  and  to  be  transmitted  to  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  of 
wbich  the  tennor  followes  : — To  the  honourable  the  knights,  citizens  and 
burgesses,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament  assembled :  The 
humble  petitione  of  the  committe  of  the  royall  burrows,  appointed  by  the 
wholl  royall  burrows  of  North  Britain  to  inspect  matters  relating  to  the 
2  3  R 
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Edinburgh,  trade  of  that  part  of  the  kingdome,  sheweth  : — -That  your  petitionerg, 
1710.  ^^"^  understanding  the  "Royall  Affrican  Company  are  endeavouring  to  obtain 
Address  to  the  ane  act  granting  them  ane  exclusive  trade,  pretending  the  same  cannot 
parliament.  ^^  manadged  to  any  advantage  but  by  ane  joint  company  stock  exclusive 
of  others,  whereby  your  petitioners  judge  themselves  in  duty  bound  to 
represent  that  the  said  exclusive  trade  if  granted  will  be  universally  pre- 
judiciall  to  the  subjects  of  the  United  Kingdome,  so  in  ane  particular 
manner  to  your  petitioners  who  will  thereby  be  debarred  of  any  direct 
exportatione  of  their  linnen  or  their  other  manufactories  fitt  for  the  con- 
sumptione  of  these  countries,  and  to  which  they  are  clearly  intituled  by 
the  first  and  tuenty  one  articles  of  Union,  vi^hereby  it  is  agreed  that  after 
the  first  of  May  j"'  vij''  and  seven  all  the  subjects  of  the  United  King- 
dome  of  Great  Britain  shall  have  full  freedome  and  intercourse  of  trade 
and  negotiatione  to  and  from  any  port  or  place  within  the  said  United 
Kingdome  and  dominions  and  plantations  thereto  belonging  ;  and  there- 
for your  petitioners  humbly  craue  your  honours  may  seriously  consider 
the  matter  and  do  therein  as  in  your  wisdome  you  think  most  expedient 
for  the  joint  interest  of  the  United  Kingdome. 

28  February  1710. 

Sederunt.  Edinburgh,  George  Warrender  ;    Dunbar,  "William  Faa  ;    Dumbarton,  Sir 

James  Smollet  ;  Renfrew,  Mr  William  Cochran  ;  Lauder,  Robert  Henderson  ; 
Aberdeen,  Mr  William  Black ;  Craill,  Henry  Crawfurd  ;  Dundie,  George 
Teaman. 

^''<=s<=^'  1.  George  Warrender,  dean  of  guild  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

Address  anent  2.  The  committe  Were  of  opinione  that  there  be  ane  address  drawn 

up  and  presented  to  Her  Majestie,  craving  that  in  the  treaty  of  peace 
speciall  regard  may  be  had  to  the  trade  of  carying  of  herring  and  salmond 
to  France,  and  that  the  royall  burrows  may  be  free  of  the  fifty  souz 
imposed  upon  the  tun  as  formerly,  and  that  the  address  be  founded  upon 
the  ancient  rights  and  priviledges  of  the  burrows,  and  that  Sir  James 
Stewart,  senior,  advocat,  be  consulted  in  drawing  the  said  address,  and 
how  the  samen  shall  be  prosecut,  and  for  that  effect  that  the  ancient 
contracts  betuixt  France  and  Scotland,  with  Mr  Aikmans  negotiatione 
and  what  has  been  done  thereupon  since  that  time,  be  laid  before  Sir 
James  Steuart. 
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4  March  1710.  Edinburgh. 

4  March  1710. 
liidinburgh,   George  Warrender  ;    Dundie,   George  Yeaman  ;    Aberden,   Mr  ^-- 

William   Black  ;    Dunbar,    William  Faa ;    Dumbarton,    Sir  James    Smollet  ; 

Renfrew,    Mr   William    Cochran  ;    Craill,    Henry  Crawfurd  ;    Lauder,    Eobert 

Henderson. 

1.  George  Warrender,  dean  of  guild  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.  Preses. 

2.  The  committe  unanimously  agreed  to  the  following  address  and  Address  and 
memoriail,  and  appointed  the  same  to  be  signed  by  their  preses,  m  their  agreed  to. 
name,  and  to  be  transmitted  to  her  Majestie,  of  which  the  tennors  follow  : 

— To  the  Queens  most  Excellent  Majestie.  The  most  humble  address  of  ^^'^^^^"^  *'''^«'' 
the  royall  burrows  of  Scotland  now  North  Britain.  For  as  much  as  it 
hath  pleased  God  so  to  prosper  the  just  arms  of  your  Majestie  and  your 
allies  as  to  bring  about  a  treaty  of  peace,  whereby  this  long  destroying 
war  may  be  happily  ended,  we  your  Majesties  most  loyal  and  faithfull 
subjects  take  leave  in  all  humility  to  represent  that  the  royall  burrows 
having  the  sole  priviledge  and  manadgement  of  forreign  trade,  and  bear- 
ing no  less  then  the  sixth  part  of  all  publick  burdens  within  North 
Britain,  haue  ever  had  the  most  gracious  protectione  of  your  Majestie 
and  all  your  royall  ancestours,  with  the  speciall  favour  of  the  many  and 
great  encouragements  which  they  haue  hitherto  constantly  injoyed,  and 
therefore  do  presume  to  lay  before  your  Majestie  the  memoriail  herewith 
offered  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  that  haue  been  of  late  either  wholly 
refused  us  or  incroached  upon  by  the  French  King  in  the  matters  of  our 
trade,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  us  and  your  Majesties  other  good  subjects; 
wherefore  we  do  in  all  humility  intreat  that  it  may  graciously  please 
your  Majestie  to  give  such  particular  instructions  to  your  plenipoten- 
tiaries, or  others  to  be  commissioned  by  your  Majestie  to  the  said  treaty, 
as  may  procure  us  the  just  redress  of  the  hardships  that  we  visibly  suffer, 
in  such  way  and  manner  as  your  Majestie  shall  judge  reasonable.  In  the 
name  and  at  the  appointment  of  the  committe  of  the  royall  burrows,  signed 
by  George  Warrender,  present  dean  of  gild  of  Edinburgh,  their  preses,  at 
Edinburgh,  4th  day  of  March  1710  years.  Sic  subscribitur  :  Geo.  War- 
EENDEE,  Preses. 

Memoriail  for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  royall  burrows  of  Scot-  ^^"^P^jfts  ^nd 
land,  now  North  Britain,  which  have  been  of  late  either  unjustly  refused  prfviiedges  of 
or  incroached  upon  by  the  French  King,  humbly  offered  to  her  Majestie  rows™^'* 
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4  Marc'ifiTi'o  '^''^  °'^^®''  *°  ^  redress  in  the  treaty  of  peace.  First.  After  ane  old  alliance 
Memoriaii  for  ^°*^  niutuall  correspondence  for  several)  ages  betuixt  the  French  and  the 
the  rights  and  Scots,  in  the  year  1558  all  Scots  men  were  naturalized  in  France  and  all 
thJ'royairbur-  French  men  were  naturalized  in  Scotland,  as  the  acts  of  naturalization e  re- 
^°^^  corded  in  the  acts  of  the  parliament  of  Scotland  the  said  year  doe  testifie. 

By  virtue  of  which  acts  the  Scots  enjoyed  all  the  rights  and  priviledges 
of  French  men  in  France  and  particularly  were  freed  from  the  droit  de 
oaubaigne,  whereby  the  goods  of  all  others  dieing  in  France  do  fall  unto 
the  King  ;  as  also  of  all  impositiones  imposed  upon  strangers,  and  espe- 
cially the  impositione  of  fifty  solz  per  tunn  imposed  upon  forreign  ships  ; 
which  the  Scots  enjoyed  untill  the  year  J  G63  ;  and  therefore  it  is  humbly 
craved  that  their  right  and  priviledge  specially  as  to  these  tuo  particulars 
may  be  restored. 

Secondly.  Since  the  late  warrs  with  France  there  hath  been  ane 
express  prohibitione  made  there  against  the  import  of  all  herrings  and 
other  white  fish  from  Scotland,  or  at  least  such  impositions  laid  upon 
them  as  amount  to  a  prohibitione,  and  herring  and  white  fish  being  as  it 
were  the  naturall  product  and  richest  commodity  of  Brittain,  especially 
of  Scotland,  the  import  thereof  according  to  the  law  of  nations  ought  to 
be  aliened  as  the  same  was  indeed  aliened  before  the  late  warr. 

Thirdly.  Since  the  late  warrs  the  French  King  hath  laid  ane  addi- 
tional impositione  upon  salmond  imported,  which  impositione  is  almost 
equall  to  a  prohibitione  and  much  prejudges  that  branch  of  trade. 

Fourthly.  The  French  King  hath  of  late  prohibit  the  importatione  of 
all  our  wool  manufacture,  such  as  cloaths,  fingrams,  stockings,  kerses, 
&c.,  which  were  formerly  and  before  the  warr  freely  imported  into  France 
from  Scotland. 

Fifthly.  The  French  King  hath  raised  impositiones  upon  coalls, 
butter,  tallow,  tanned  leather,  peuther,  leed,  beef,  candles,  suggars,  and 
other  goods,  to  that  height  that  either  amounts  to  a  prohibition  or  at 
least  hinders  the  equality  of  fair  trading,  contrary  to  the  just  freedome  of 
commerce  amongst  nations,  and  for  which  it's  humbly  craved  that  a  rea- 
sonable tarriff  may  be  for  hereafter  established. 

These  particulars  are  humbly  offered  to  her  Majesties  consideratione, 
and  they  will  also  lead  to  severall  other  articles  that  at  this  time  ought 
to  be  farder  cleared  for  a  just  regulation  of  trade,  specially  in  this  sea- 
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sone  that  appears  to  be  so  opportune  for  obtaining  a  fair  setlement  in  all  Edinburgh. 

these  matters  which  may  certainly  tend  to  the  great  relief  and  advantage  —, - 

not  only  of  the  royall  burrows  of  North  Britain  but  to  all  her  Majesties  the  rights  and 
good  subjects  of  Great  Britain  now  so  happily  united  by  the  late  union  thrroyaifbur- 
in  the  same  common  interest.  ''"w^' 


General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  f  j^iyY?™: 

Edinburgh,  George  Warrender,  and  Mr  Alexander  Nisbet  ;  Perth,  Robert  Sederunt. 
Robertson  ;  Dundie,  Alexander  Blair  ;  Aberdeen,  John  Allerdes  ;  Stirling,  John 
^rskin  ;  Linlithgow,  Alexander  Glen  ;  St  Andrews,  Alexander  Watson  ;  Glas- 
gow, Jolm  Aird;  Air,  Robert  Moore  ;  Hadington,  Richard  Miller;  Disart,  John 
Mortimer;  Kirkaldie,  James  Osuald;  Montrose,  James  Scott;  Coupar,  Mr 
Thomas  Hope ;  Anstruther  Easter,  George  Scott ;  Dumfries,  John  Corsbie ; 
Inverness,  Alexander  DufF ;  Burntisland,  Alexander  Burnet ;  Innerkeithing, 
Alexander  Henderson ;  Kinghorn,  Robert  Bruce ;  Brechin,  John  Doig ;  Irving, 
George  Monroe;  Jedburgh,  Robert  Rutherfurd;  Kirkudbright,  Samuell  Euart ; 
Pittenueem,  William  Borthwick;  Dunfermling,  David  Wilson;  Anstruther 
Wester,  John  Cunningham  ;  Selkirk,  Andrew  Wauch ;  Dumbarton,  Sir  James 
Smollet ;  Renfrew,  Mr  John  Cochran  ;  Dunbar,  William  Faa  ;  Lanerk,  William 
Inglis  ;  Aberbrothock,  John  Hutcheson ;  Elgin,  William  Duff ;  Peebles,  John 
Frier ;  Craill,  Henry  Crawford  ;  Culrose,  George  Wilson  ;  Bamf,  Sir  Alexander 
Ogilvie  ;  Whithern,  John  M'Gouan ;  Forfar,  Charles  Dickson  ;  Forras,  Robert 
Dunbar  ;  Ruthglen,  John  Moor ;  Northberwick,  James  Miller ;  Cullen,  Mr  John 
Philp  ;  Lauder,  George  Lauder  ;  Kilrenny,  James  Peacock ;  Annan,  Mr  William 
Johnston  ;  Lochmaben,  Mr  John  Henderson  ;  Newgallaway,  William  M'Courty  ; 
Dinguall,  Kenneth  Bayn ;  Queensferry,  James  Dalgleish  ;  Fortrose,  William 
Tolme ;  Kintoir,  Robert  Bruce ;  Inverurie,  John  Ferguson  ;  Week,  James 
Murray  ;  Kirkuall,  David  Traill ;  Inverbervie,  Alexander  Arbuthnet ;  Stranraer, 
Andrew  M'Credie  ;  Campbeltoun,  Robert  M'Colme.     (Seven  burghs  blank.) 

4  July  1710. 

1 .  Adam  Broun,  one  of  the  bailies  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses.     Members  Preses,  mem- 
who  had  not  previously  qualified  took  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  abjuration  and   '''^^  'l""    "^ 
subscribed  the  same  with  the  assurance. 

2.  Appointed  a  committee  to  revise  the  whole  commissions.  Eevising  com- 

3.  Approved  of  the  whole  commissions.  missions. 

^■^  Commissions 

approven. 
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Edinburgh. 
5  July  1710. 

Committe  for 
considering 
missive. 
Heads  of 
missive  con- 
tinued. 


5  July  1710. 

4.  Appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  heads  of  the  general  missive. 

5.  Upon  report  of  the  committe  to  whom  the  consideration  of  the 
present  generall  missive  was  remitted,  the  conventione  appointed  the 
following  articles  of  the  present  missive  to  be  continued  as  heads  and 
articles  of  the  next  general  missive,  viz.,  the  first  article  anent  the  plat- 
forme  ;  the  second,  anent  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  their  dilligence  in 
stoping  of  gifts  and  signatures  for  monopolies  when  presented  to  the 
exchequer ;  the  third,  anent  the  setting  of  a  piece  of  barren  ground  be- 
longing to  the  burgh  of  Irving  ;  the  fifth,  recommending  to  the  respective 
royall  burrows  to  erect  manufactories  within  their  severall  burghs  for  im- 
ploying  of  poor  and  idle  persons  in  the  terms  of  the  act  of  parliament 
made  thereanent ;  the  sixth  article,  anent  misappljang  of  mortifications 
within  burgh ;  the  seventh,  anent  idle  and  vagrant  persons  living  within 
burgh  ;  the  eight,  appointing  each  burgh  to  send  up  their  setts  to  the 
clerks  of  the  burrows,  and  farder  ordaining  such  burghs  who  have  not 
setts  of  their  own  to  agree  upon  ane  sett  for  regulating  of  their  elections 
in  time  coming  to  be  laid  before  their  next  conventione  for  their  approba- 
tione ;  the  thirten  article,  anent  the  conventions  taking  to  consideratione 
the  reports  in  favours  of  the  severall  burghs  when  the  taxt  roll  comes  to 
be  altered ;  the  fourten,  anent  the  platforme  of  the  commissions  to  parlia- 
ment and  conventions  ;  the  sixten,  anent  the  difference  betuixt  Sir  Robert 
Forbes  and  Mr  John  Buchan  ;  the  eighten  article,  anent  the  burgh  of 
Dunbars  tack  of  their  commone  milns. 


6.  Appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  agent's  accounts. 

7.  Approved  of  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider  the 


Agents  ac- 

compts. 

Diligence 

against  unfreo  affair  of  unfree  traders  and  take  care  of  the  trade  of  the  nation,  and  remitted  to 

the  committee  to  make  inquiry  into  the  agent's  diligence  against  unfree  traders 

and  to  report. 

6  July  1710. 

Clerks  to  be  8.   The    convcntione,   considering   that  clerks  of  royall  borrows  and 

bers  of  conven-  other    clerks    have    been    debarred    in    former   times    from  representing 

tione.  burrows  in  generall  and  particular  conventions,  yet  found  there  was  no 

reasone  why  they  may  not  be  admitted  as  members  of  the  said  conven- 
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tions  if  duly  qualified  in  the  terms  of  the  formula  which   derogats  from  edinbcegh. 
former  acts  and  practise.  6  July  1710. 

9.  The  conventione,  taking  to  their  serious   consideratione  that  not-  Against ^ant- 
withstanding  of  the  great  care  which  has  been  taken  by  their  committe ^touatrm"^^"^ 
appointed    anent   the  unfree  trade,   and   of  the   dilligence,  travell,    and  ^''''<^^''^- 
expences  which  was  necessar  for   puting   these  acts    in  executione,  yet 

it  has  happened  through  mistake  that  some  of  their  number  has  granted 
certificats  in  favours  of  severall  unfree  traders  in  their  vicinity  and  neigh- 
bourhead  declaring  them  to  be  burgesses  within  their  respective  burghs 
and  that  they  bear  burden  with  them,  which  certificats  are  improven,  to 
the  manifest  prejudice  of  the  royall  burrows,  and  thereby  endeavours  to 
make  their  designe  of  prosecuting  these  unfree  traders  altogether  elusory ; 
for  preventing  whereof  in  time  coming,  it  is  expressly  statut  and  ordained 
if  any  biirgh  royall  for  hereafter  shall  grant  any  such  certificats  in  favours 
of  any  merchant  or  trader  who  doe  not  actually  dwell  and  reside  in  their 
burghs,  or  shall  any  other  way  concurr  with  or  collour  the  said  unfree 
traders,  that  then  and  in  that  case  the  said  burgh  royall  shall  be  pro- 
ceeded against  with  all  rigor  and  severity,  and  the  laws  and  acts  made 
against  collouring  of  unfree  trade  put  to  full  executione ;  likeas,  their 
burgh  are  and  shall  be  declared  lyable  in  all  the  proportion  of  stent  which 
these  unfree  traders  might  have  been  decerned  to  pay  according  to  the 
laws  and  acts  of  parliament  made  against  them  ;  and  for  hereafter  dis- 
charges any  burgh  to  burden  these  persons  living  without  burgh  with  any 
part  of  their  stent.  And  ordanis  thir  presents  to  be  printed  and  each 
member  to  have  a  coppy  thereof  to  his  burgh  to  be  recorded  in  the  counsell 
books. 

10.  On    a  petition  by  Anstruther    Wester    "  complaining  that  they    were  Anstruther 
distressed  at  the  instance  of  the  representatives  of  Mr  Taillor,  sometime  their     ®^  "''• 
minister,  for  paymentt  of  a  debt,  albeit  the  same  might  be  extinguished  by  the 

said  Mr  Taillor  his  intromissions  with  the  burghs  revinue  if  they  were  in  a  con- 
ditione  to  defend  themselves  therein,''  the  convention  remitted  to  a  committe  to 
endeavour  an  accommodation  between  the  parties. 

11.   The  conventione,  anent  the  petitione  given  in  for  the  burghs  of  ^°°®^®j^^_ 
Innerkeithing  and  Dumfennling,  shewing  that  the  said  burgh  of  Inner-  ling,  road  to 
keithing  had  been  in  use  to  cary  and  transpor  tcoalls  from  the  coall  heughs  ""^ 
of  Dumfermling  and  other  adjacent  places  through  the  ground  of  John 
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6  Julymf.'  Stenhouse  of  Southfodd,  and  upon  their  being  interrupted  be  him  in  their 
innerkeithin  possBssion  and  use  of  the  Said  high  wayes  they  raised  a  declarator  at  their 
and  Dumferm-  instance  against  him  before  the  lords  of  session  and  represented  the 
coaiiheughs.  matter  to  the  generall  conventione  in  July  last,  who  recomended  the  case 
to  some  of  the  neighbouring  burrows  in  order  to  ane  accomodatione, 
whereupon  Southfodd  was  so  far  convinced  of  the  reasonableness  of  the 
petitioners  demands  that  he  did  some  time  thereafter  grant  a  consent 
subscribed  with  his  hand  obligeing  himself  never  to  stop  or  mollest  the 
petitioners  in  the  use  of  the  saids  roads  under  the  penalty  of  five  hundred 
merks  attour  performance,  which  consent  was  by  both  parties  depositat  in 
the  hands  of  John  Hendersone  in  Fordergreen  till  a  discharge  of  the  pro- 
cess intented  by  the  petitioners  were  subscribed  by  the  haill  toun  counsell 
which  they  are  still  ready  to  grant,  and  the  very  next  day  Southfodds 
wife  snatched  out  of  the  hands  of  the  depositor  the  said  subscribed  con- 
sent and  tore  the  same,  though  the  substance  of  the  writ  remains  intire 
but  wanting  Southfodds  subscriptione ;  craving  therefor  the  conventione 
would  recomend  to  their  agent  to  concur  with  the  petitioners  in  raising 
and  prosecuting  a  proving  of  the  tennor  of  the  writ  so  deposited  and  terms 
of  depositatione,  or  such  other  process  against  Southfodd  as  may  secure 
them  in  the  peaceable  possession  of  the  saids  roads,  as  the  petitione  bears. 
Which  being  considered  be  the  conventione,  they  recomended  to  the  com- 
missioners for  the  burghs  of  Stirling  and  Culross,  with  all  convenient  dilli- 
gence,  to  endeavour  ane  accomodatione  betuixt  the  petitioners  and  South- 
fodd, and  to  signifie  to  him  in  name  of  the  convention  that  unless  he 
secure  the  petitioners  of  the  possession  of  the  roads  abovementioned,  the 
conventione  would  grant  warrand  to  their  agent  to  concur  with  the  burgh 
of  Innerkeithing  not  only  in  declaring  their  right  to  the  saids  roads  before 
the  lords  of  sessione  and  proving  of  the  tennor  of  the  forsaid  consent  but 
also  in  pursueing  a  riot  for  unuarrantable  lacerating  thereof ;  and  ordained 
the  saids  commissioners  to  report  their  dilligence  to  the  next  generall 
conventione. 

7  July  1710. 

Agent,  prose-  12.  The  convention  found  that  Mr  George  Smollet,  advocate,  agent  of  the 

unfree  traders,  burghs,  had  exactlj'  obeyed  the  instructions  given  to   him  by  the  committee  in 

relation  to  the  prosecution  of  unfree  traders,  and  allowed  to  him  for  his  "expence 
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in  making  the  circuit  conform  to  these  orders ''   £800   Scots,   with   £1000   Scots  Edinburgh. 
for  his  trouble.  7  July  1710. 

13.  Appointed  the  agent  to  pay  to  Gavin  Plummer,  deputy  receiver  of  her  cess  for  unfree 
Majestys  cess,  £946,  3s.  7|d.,  being  cess  and  annual  rents  for  unfree  traders  in  traders, 
March  last  and  previously,  conform  to  the   16th  act  of  last  general  convention, 

with  £60  sterling  "  as  ane  gratificatione  to  him  for  preventing  quai-tering.'' 

1 4.  There  being  petitions  from  several  bui-ghs  for  supplies,  the  convention  Petitions  from 
"  appointed  their  preses  to  mark  and  dock  these  petitions  to  be  considered  be  the  gupfijeg  '' 
conventione  how  soon  they  shall  be  in  a  conditione  to  supply  these  burghs." 

15.  On  a  petition  from  the  burgh  of  Elgin,   "  shewing  that  there  were  seve-  Burgh  of  Elgin 
rail  incroachments  made  upon  the  priviledges  of  the  said  burgh  by  the  sherriff  of  ^^^^^j^j^"^  °* 
the  shire,"  the  convention  remitted  to  a  committee  to  endeavour  to  compose  the 
differences. 

10  July  1710. 

1 6.  Ordained   the   agent   to    take  proceedings  against  burghs  for  enforcing  Missive  dues. 
payment  of  their  missive  dues. 

1 7.  Remitted  to  the  committee   on  unfree  trade  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Jedburgh. 
Jedburgh  as  to  the  process  raised  at  Blackhill's  instance  against  them. 

18.  For  "  severall  weighty  reasons  and  considerations,"  the  convention  con- Taxt  roll  con- 
tinued the  tax  i-oll  as  it  now  stands  till  July  next.  tmue  . 

19.  The  conventione  considering  that  all  metbods  formerly  used  to  Apportionment 
procure  relief  of  the  ten  pounds  of  the  hundred  pounds  of  the  taxt  roll  the  tak°roli. 
of  the  royall  burrows  appointed  by  act  of  parliament  to  be  proportioned 
amongst  the  burghs  of  barrony  and   regality  and   other  unfree  traders  for 

the  communicatione  of  trade  hath  hitherto  been  ineffectual!,  and  that  not- 
withstanding by  the  present  taxt  roll  of  the  royall  burrows  there  is  ninty 
four  pounds  of  the  said  hundred  pounds  proportioned  amongst  the  said 
royall  burrows,  yet  the  agreements  hitherto  made  with  the  burghs  of 
barrony  and  regality  and  other  unfree  traders  does  not  relieve  them  of 
the  other  six  pounds  of  the  said  hundred  pounds  of  the  taxt  roll,  and  that 
they  have  been  necessitat  to  pay  annual  rents  and  to  give  gratifications 
to  procure  delayes  of  quartering  for  the  deficiency  of  the  said  six  pounds, 
to  the  great  detriment  of  the  royall  burrows  ;  for  preventing  whereof  in 
time  coming  the  conventione  doe  appoint  four  pounds  of  the  said  six 
pounds  to  be  proportioned  amongst  the  whoU  royall  burrows  conforme  to 
the  present  taxt  roll,  [The  roll  of  apportionment  is  here  inserted] 
2  3  s 
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Edinbukgh. 
10  July  1710. 

Balance  due 
by  agent. 
Agents 
accompts. 


Agent  to  pro- 
cure dis- 
charges. 

Committee 
appointed. 


St  Andrews. 


K-irkaldie. 


Linnen  yeard, 
Ireland,  cus- 
toms. 


20.  The  convention  found  from  the  agent's  accounts  that  there  was  due  by 
him  a  balance  of  £1781,  23.  Scots,  which  ought  to  be  charged  in  his  accounts 
for  1709-10. 

21.  Approved  of  the  agent's  accounts  of  his  intromissions  with  the  missive 
dues  and  money  received  from  unfree  traders  from  July  1709  to  July  1710. 
The  charge,  including  £17,000  of  missive  dues,  and  the  previous  year's  balance, 
amounted  to  £19,198,  3s.  8d.,  and  the  discharge  (inchiding  £10,080  of  cess), 
to  £20,315,  Is.  2d.,  leaving  due  to  the  agent  £1,116,  17s.  6d.  Scots.  The 
following  items  are  contained  in  the  accounts  : — • 

Item,  to  the  clerks  for  bringing  up  the  compend,  .         £240     0     0 

Item,  for  paper  added  to  the  abridgment  and  rebinding,   .  3      0     0 

Item,  to  the  gardner  for  floures,  .  .  .  11    12     0 

Item,  to  the  late  lord  advocat  when  consulted  on  address  and 

memoriall,     .  .  .  .  .  .  51    12     0 

Item,  for  writing  tuo  addresses  and  memoriall,     .  .  9      0     0 

Item,  to  Captain  Brouns  going  in  expedition  in  quest  of  Dalzell,  34     0     0 
Item,  tavern  bills,  .  .  .  .  .  40      0      0 

Item,   expenses  for  the  agents  circuit  through  the  kingdome 

anent  the  unfree  traders,  ....  800     0      0 

Item,  to  the  agent  of  gratuity  for  his  pains  in  the  said  matter,    1000      0     0 
Item,  ane  bill  spent  be  the  committe  in  Stephen  Cuthills,  Nov- 
ember 1708,  .  .  .  .  .  22      1      0 

Item,  another  bill   spent  in  Andrew  Tennents,     .  .  43    19      8 

22.  Appointed  the  agent  to  procure  discharges  by  the  general  receiver  for  the 
sums  included  in  the  foregoing  accounts  within  twenty-four  hours  after  dissolving 
this  convention,  and  to  enforce  immediate  payment  of  all  missive  dues. 

23.  Appointed  a  committee  to  transact  and  agree  with  unfree  traders,  and  to 
consider  all  affairs  relating  to  the  staple  port,  debates  within  burghs  relating  to 
management  of  their  common  good,  elections  of  magistrates,  council,  and  deacons 
of  crafts,  management  of  their  revenues,  and  anent  their  privileges  and  encroach- 
ments and  other  piiblic  concerns  of  the  several  burghs,  with  power  to  address  her 
Majesty  and  the  parliament  in  name  of  the  whole  royal  burghs  if  they  shall  see 
cause. 

24.  Having  heard  report  by  the  committee  to  whom  petition  by  the  burgh  of 
St  Andrews  was  remitted,  the  committee  found  "  the  case  and  conditione  of  the 
herbour  of  St  Andrews  required  present  supply  to  prevent  the  ruine  and  lose 
thereof,"  and  therefore  the  conventione  allowed  the  sum  of  £400  Scots  to  be 
employed  in  making  up  the  breaches  upon  the  harbour. 

25.  Authorised  the  burgh  of  Kirkcaldie  to  set  the  lands  of  Murehouses  and 
others  in  tack  for  nineteen  in  place  of  three  years  as  formerly. 

26.  Remitted  to  the  committee  appointed  by  the  23rd  act  "ane  complaint 
made  be  tlie  commissioner  for  Glasgow  that  great  quantities  of  linnen  yearn  was 
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exported  from  Scotland  to  Ireland  and  broiin  linnen  imported  thence  to  Scotland  Edinburgh. 
without  payment  of  customes."  10  July  1710. 

27.  Appointed  the  commissioners  of  Edinburgh,  Duudie,  Stirling,  Dumbarton,  George  BailUe 
Eamf,  and  Annan,  "  to  wait  upon  George  Baillie   of  Jeriswood,  one  of  the   com- 
missioners of  the  counsell  of  trade  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  thank  him  in  name 

of  the  conventione  for  his  kind  offer  to  serve  the  burrows  in  what  concerns  their 
trade." 

28.  Appointed  the  decreet  arbitral  by  the  committee  appointed  to  adjust  the  Inverness, 
differences   between   the   magistrates   and   trades    of  Invei-ness   to   be   recorded 
amongst  other  sets  of  the  burghs. 

29.  Anent  the  petition  by  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy  of  Cloburn  against  Robert  Kennedy 
Panton,  factor  in  Campvere,  the  convention  found  that  the  latter  ought  to  pay  p^'uton 
the  former  conservator's  dues  for  goods  consigned  prior  to  9th   December   1707, 

but  refused  to  determine  as  to  subsequent  dues  while  the  process  is  depending 
between  Sir  Andrew  Kennedy  and  Sir  Alexander  Camming. 

30.  Anent  representations  as  to  elections  in  Queensferry,  the  convention  Queensferry. 
ordained  the  present  magistrates  and  council  to  continue  in  office  till  Michaelmas 

next,  and  remitted  to  the  committee  appointed  to  sit  after  the  dissolving  of  this 
convention  "  to  make  a  sett  to  be  the  rule  of  electione  of  the  magistrats  and 
counsell  of  the  said  burgh  in  time  coming." 

31.  32.  Remitted  to  the  committee  (1)  the  auditing  of  the  accounts  of  Sir  Sir  Robert 
Robert  Forbes,  late  agent,  with  petition  of  John  Home,  his  servant ;  and  (2)    '"'  ®^'     "^  ' 
petition  by  the  burgh  of  Wick. 

33.  Anent  petition  by  the  burgh  of  Couper,  the  convention  recommended  Couper. 
the  commissioners  of  that  burgh  to  use  diligence  in  bringing  in  unfree  traders  in 

the  district,  and  the  burgh  will  be  considered  at  alteration  of  the  tax  roll. 

34,  35.  Granted  warrant  to  the  burghs  of  Dumbarton  and  Lochmaben  "  to  Dumbarton, 
set  ane  tack  of  the  muirish  ground  belonging  to  them,"  Dumbarton  for  ninteen  "^  '^'^  ^°" 
and  Lochmaben  for  nine  years. 

36.  Appointed  the  agents  to  pay  certain  salaries  and  gratuities  to  the  clerks,  Sellaries  and 
agent,  macers,  officers,  and  others. 

37.  Dissolved  the  present  meeting,  and  appointed  next  general  convention  to  Act  of  dissolu- 
be  held  at  Edinburgh  in  July  1711. 

Meetings  op  Committee,  appointed  by  the  2^rd  act  of  last   Edinburgh. 
General  Convention,  held  at  Edinburgh.  lUuiyi/io. 

11  July  1710. 

Edinburgh,  George  Warrender  ;  Perth,  Robert  Robertson ;  Dundie,  Alex-  Sederunt. 
ander  Blair ;    Aberdeen,  John   Alerdes  ;   Stirling,  John  Erskine  ;    Linlithgow, 
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Edinbukgh. 
11  July  1710. 


Preses. 

Unfree  trade 
in  presbytery 
of  Garioch. 


Customs, 
tables  of  fees 
and  dues. 


Alexander  Glen ;  St  Andrews,  Alexander  Watson  ;  Glasgow,  John  Aird  ;  Air, 
Eobert  Moore  ;  Hadingtoun,  Eichard  Miller  ;  Kirkaldie,  James  Osuald  ;  Mon- 
trose, James  Scott;  Dumfries,  John  Corsbie ;  Inverness,  Alexander  Duff; 
Irving,  George  Monro  ;  Jedburgh,  Robert  Rutherfurd  ;  Dumbartan,  Sir  James 
Smollet ;  Renfrew,  Mr  John  Cochran  ;  Dunbar,  William  Faa  ;  Craill,  Henry 
Crawfurd ;  Bamf,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie ;  Lauder,  George  Lauder ;  Annan, 
Mr  William  Johnston. 

1.  Adam  Brown,  one  of  the  bailies  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  John  Ferguson  of  Stenhouse,  bailie  of  Inverurie,  offered  to  take  twelve 
pennies  Scots  of  the  tax  roll,  on  the  committee  assigning  to  him  the  bygone  unfree 
trade  within  the  presbytery  of  Garioch  (old  Meldrum  only  excepted),  which  being 
considered,  the  committee  recommended  him  to  endeavour  to  bring  the  unfree 
traders  to  an  accommodation  with  the  agent. 

3.  For  enabling  them  to  adjust  a  table  of  dues,  the  committee  appointed  the 
maritime  burghs  to  send  to  the  agent  an  authentic  account  of  the  fees  and  dues 
exacted  by  the  officers  of  the  customs  from  the  merchants. 


Sett  for  the 
burgh  of 
Queensferry. 


14  July  1710. 

Accompts  of  4.  Before  auditing  the  accounts  of  Sir  Eobert  Forbes,  late  agent,  the  com- 

rorbes''^'^'        mittee  directed  the   agent  to  obtain  information  as  to  money  paid  by  unfree 
traders. 

17  July  1710. 

5.  [In  terms  of  the  30th  act  of  last  general  convention,  the  committee] 
decerned  and  ordained  the  following  sett  to  be  the  only  rule  of  the  elec- 
tione  of  the  magistrats  and  counsell  of  the  said  burgh  of  Queensferry  from 
and  after  the  terme  of  Michalmass  next,  of  which  sett  the  teunor  followes : — 
Imprimis,  that  the  old  custome  of  the  burgh  in  the  matter  of  electione  of 
their  magistrats  and  counsell  be  inviolably  observed  as  to  the  number  of 
electors,  whereof  eighten  counsellers  and  fourten  burgesses,  tuo  or  three 
of  the  deacons  being  of  that  number.  Item,  that  the  quality  of  the 
electors  be  that  the  tuo  part  thereof  be  seamen  and  the  third  part  land- 
men, burgesses,  inhabitants,  bearing  scott  and  lott.  Item,  that  the 
magistrats  and  counsell  to  be  elected  consist  of  the  same  species.  Item, 
that  the  stent-masters,  whereof  six  are  ordinarly  the  number,  consist  of 
four  seamen  and  tuo  landmen,  of  which  number  there  shall  be  ane  old 
magistrat  if  he  can  be  had  in  the  burgh,  and  the  said  stent-masters  shall 
be  chosen  by  the  counsell.      Item,  that  all  the  saids  persons  be  suorn  at 
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the  time  of  their  elections  to  be  faithfull  in  their  severall  offices.      Item,  Edinburgh. 
that  in  time  cominsr  one  of  the  foresaids  baillies  who  are  seamen  shall  be 


obliged  to  attend  their  post  during  that  year  wherein  they  are  elected,  burgh  of 
Item,  that  for  preserving  the  policy  of  the  burgh  in  case  so  many  seamen  '»"^®®°^  ^'"'^■ 
shall  not  be  found  in  the  burgh  as  will  make  up  the  tuo  thirds  of  the 
electors,  in  that  case  and  no  otheruise  landmen  may  be  elected  to  supply 
their  place.  Item,  that  no  new  burgesses  shall  be  assumed  within  the 
said  burgh  untill  Michalmass,  that  the  election  may  proceed  at  that  time 
of  the  burgesses  and  inhabitants  now  belonging  to  the  place.  Item,  that 
upon  Tuesday  preceeding  Michalmass,  being  the  tuenty  sixth  day  of  Sep- 
tember next,  the  electione  expresly  conforme  to  the  conditions  abovewritten 
shall  proceed  by  the  pole  of  the  burgesses,  and  in  all  time  thereafter  the 
elections  are  to  be  according  to  the  former  old  custome  of  elections. 
Item,  that  tuo  or  three  of  the  deacons  of  crafts  must  be  aluise  [tuo  or]  three 
of  the  forsaid  electors  of  magistrats  and  counsell,  and  shall  be  tuo  or  three 
of  the  counsell,  over  and  above  the  forsaid  eighten  counsellers,  and  so 
making  up  in  haill  tuenty  or  tuenty  one  counsellers.  Item,  in  case  of 
the  absence  of  any  of  the  tuenty  or  tuenty  one  counsellers  at  the  electione, 
the  magistrats  and  counsell  present  shall  fill  up  the  vaccant  places  with 
inhabiting  trading  burgesses  to  make  up  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
counsell,  viz.,  tuo  parts  seamen  and  one  part  landmen  of  the  eighten 
counsellers,  besides  the  tuo  or  three  deacons  of  incorporations  ;  and  in 
case  any  warned  to  be  of  the  number  of  the  fourten  assumed  to  the 
counsell  to  make  up  the  number  of  thirty  tuo  refuse  to  come  that 
then  the  counsell  shall  supply  the  vaccancies  by  chosing  proses  in  their 
roume.  Item,  that  the  commissioners  of  the  burghs  of  Edinburgh,  Lin- 
lithgow, Innerkeithing  and  Dumfermling,  or  any  one  of  them,  attend  the 
said  electione  the  forsaid  day  for  preventing  of  all  disorder  and  confusione 
that  may  happen  in  the  forsaid  electione. 

27    July    1710.  _  Agreement 

6.  Agreed  with  James  Cunningham,  younger  of  Achinharvie  on  behalf  of  the  with  Saltcoats, 
town  of  Saltcoats  and  parishes  of  Stevenstoun  and  Ardrosson  for  communicating  ^^'^■ 
the  liberty  of  trade  to  the  inhabitants  on  the  royal  burghs   being  relieved  of 
eighteen  pence  of  the  tax  roll. 

13  November  1710. 
Edinburgh,  John  Duncan  ;  Dundie,  George  Yeaman  ;  Stirling,  John  ^rskin;  Sederunt. 
St  Andrews,  Alexander  Watson  ;  Bamf,  Sir  Alexander  Ogilvie. 
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Edinbuegh. 
13  November 
1710. 

Preses. 
Sootish  her- 
ings,  Ham- 
burg, 


1.  Adam  Broun,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  Having  considered  "  copy  of  ane  minute  betuixt  the  Brittish  envoy  and  the 
city  of  Hamburg  relating  to  Scotish  herrings  transmitted  to  the  lord  provost  of 
Edinburgh  by  George  Baillie  of  Jeriswood,  ane  of  the  counsell  of  trade,"  the  com- 
mittee "  in  regard  of  the  importance  of  the  matter  delayed  the  same  till  a  more 
full  meeting  and  recommended  to  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  in  the  meantime 
to  give  Jeriswood  thants  for  his  care  in  the  matter." 

3.  Eecommended  to  Sir  Patrick  Johnston,  representative  in  parliament  for 
the  city  of  Edinburgh,  "  to  see  to  the  concerns  of  the  biirrows  there  and  to  acquaint 
the  present  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh  from  time  to  time  with  what  comes  in  to 
parliament  relating  to  them." 

6  April  1711. 

Edinburgh,  John  Duncan  ;  Aberdeen,  Mr  William  Black  ;  Stirling,  John 
jErskin ;  Dumbarton,  Mr  George  Smollet ;  Dunbar,  William  Fall  ;  Craill, 
George  Drummond  ;  Annan,  Mr  William  Johnston. 

1.  Adam  Broun,  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  elected  preses. 

2.  The  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  preses,  presented  to  the  committe 
commissioners  a  letter  to  his  lordship  from  William   Popple,  esquire,  secretary  to  the 

lords  commissioners  of  trade  and  plantations,  which  being  read  the  com- 
mitte appointed  the  same  to  be  recorded,  whereof  the  tennor  followes  : — 
Whitehall,  March  6  th,  17tt.  My  Lord.  The  lords  commissioners  of  trade 
and  plantations,  among  other  things,  impouered  and  required  by  Her 
Majesties  commissione  under  the  great  seall  to  examine  into  and  take  ane 
account  of  the  state  and  conditione  of  the  severall  trades  of  this  kingdome 
into  all  forreign  parts  and  from  time  to  time  to  make  representations 
thereon  to  Her  Majestie,  to  the  end  that  by  her  royall  interposing  with 
forreign  princes  and  states  in  favour  of  her  subjects  and  by  other  proper 
methods  to  be  taken  within  her  Majesties  dominions  the  said  severall 
trades  may  be  promoted  and  advanced.  Your  lordship  is  therefore 
desired  by  the  lords  commissioners  of  trade  and  plantations  to  give  notice 
to  the  merchants  in  North  Britain  concerned  in  the  fishery  that  they  con- 
fer together  and  draw  up  a  state  of  the  present  conditione  of  that  trade 
with  regard  to  its  increase  or  decrease,  the  causes  or  occasions  thereof,  or 
what  obstructions  if  any  it  has  met  with,  and  to  propose  in  what  manner 
and  by  what  proper  methods  they  may  be  removed  and  that  trade 
preserved  and  improved.      When  they  have  prepared  such  ane  account  of 


Sederunt. 


Preses. 

Letter  from 
secretary  to 
commissi) 
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the  state  and  condition e  of  that  trade  with  regard  to  the  several!  matters  J",^''^.?^™- 

....  °  .6  Apnl  1711. 

before  mentioned,  their-  lordships  desire  you  will  please  to  communicat  it  ^^^^^.^^  ^^^^ — 
to  them  as  soon  as  may  be  for  their  consideration,  in  order  to  their  laying  secretary  to 
a  representation  thereon  befor  her  Majestie  that  such   methods  may  be  of  trade, 
taken    as  shall  be  .judged  proper  and  may  tend  to   the  promoting  and 
advancing   that    trade.        The  present   customs,   duties,   and    impositions 
which  affect  our  forreign  trade  having  been   granted  for  the  necessarie 
services  of  her  Majesties  government  and  appropriated  for  the  re- payment 
of  publick  loans,  their  lordships  desire  that  the  methods  to  be  proposed  be 
such  as  shall  be  consistent  with  the  said  duties.     I  am,  [etc.].     Sic  sub- 
scribitur  :   Wm.  Popple,  Secretary. 

3.  The  same  day,  was  presented  to  the  committe  from  the  burghs  of  Memoriaiis 
Anstruther     Easter,     Pittenueem,     Anstruther     Wester     and     Kilrenny,  trade.  '^"^'"^ 
memorials  anent  the  state   and   condition  of  their  herring  trade,  which 

being  read  were  ordered  to  be  further  considered. 

9  April  1711. 

4.  The  committe  having  considered  the  letter  from  William  Popple,  Lettersand 

.  j._Lii-i  **  pj.1  11J.J.*  memoriaiis  as 

esquire,  secretary  to  the  lords  commissioners  oi  trade  and  plantations,  as  ^  trade. 
also  the  overtures  anent  trade  draun  up  by  the  particular  convention  in 
November  j°^  vij"  and  seven,  with  the  memorials  from  severall  burrows, 
and  having  conferred  with  severall  of  the  trading  merchants  here  and  also 
taken  advice  of  my  lord  advocat,  they  agreed  the  following  address  should 
be  presented  to  her  Majestie,  as  also  the  following  letter  be  transmitted 
to  the  commissioners  of  admirality  and  the  following  memoriaiis  laid 
before  the  commissioners  of  trade  and  plantations,  signed  by  the  lord 
provost  of  Edinburgh,  their  preses,  and  recommends  to  their  said  preses 
to  write  to  the  secretaries  of  state  and  such  other  persons  thairanent  as 
his  lordship  shall  think  fitt. 

Memoriall  of  several  particulars  concerning  trade,  and  especially  the  Memoriaii  to 

r  .  „     ,  commissioners 

fishing  on  the  coast  of  Scotland,  offered  by  the  committe  of  the  conven-  of  trade. 
tione  of  the  royall  burrows,  after  conference  with  severall  considerable 
traders  in  Scotland,  to  the  right  honourable  the  lords  commissioners  of 
trade  and  plantations,  pursuant  to  a  letter  from  Mr  Popple,  secretary  to 
their  lordships,  directed  to  the  lord  provost  of  Edinburgh,  dated  March 
6th,  I7i?. 


of  trade. 
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Edinburgh.  (] )  Forasmuch  as   the   tariffs  and  contracts  betueen  the   Croun  of 

April  1711 

-,- -^ France  and  the  King  of  Spain  for  his  dominions  in  the  Netherlands  and 

iVLGin0n3.ll  to 

commissioners  other  states,  have  been  the  cause  why  herrings,  codd,  salmond,  &c.,  have 
either  been  prohibited  to  be  imported  into  these  countreys  from  Scotland, 
or  have  been  put  under  such  regulations,  or  made  lyable  to  such  duties,  as 
were  equall  to  a  prohibition,  whilst  these  commodities,  the  native  product  • 
of  Her  Majesties  seas,  were  aliened  to  be  imported  to  these  very  places  by 
the  subjects  of  other  states,  it  may  be  worth  considering  if  regular  con- 
tracts can  be  made  by  Her  Majestie  with  any  touns  in  France  or 
Flanders,  with  the  allouance  of  the  government  in  these  places,  in 
authentick  forme,  for  the  importation  of  such  fish  from  Great  Brittain  by 
the  Queens  subjects,  and  if  such  contracts  may  not  be  managed  with  less 
observation  and  difficulty  then  formall  treaties,  but  if  matters  of  that  kind 
are  to  be  done  by  treaties  it  may  be  considered  if  anything  can  be  done  as 
to  such  parts  of  Braband  and  Flanders  as  are  subject  to  King  Charles  the 
third  of  Spain,  such  as  Ostend,  Bruges,  Brussells,  Antwerp,  &c.,  or  if  we 
must  wait  for  a  generall  peace. 

(2)  Nerva  and  Riga  were  places  of  great  consumpt  for  herring  and 
some  other  commodities.  These  are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Czar  of 
Muscovy  and  are  blocked  up  by  the  Suedes.  It  may  deserve  considera- 
tione  if  any  applicatione  shall  be  made  to  the  court  of  Sueden  for  allow- 
ing our  ships  to  trade  as  formerly  with  Nerva  and  Riga,  with  some 
restrictione  as  to  counterband  goods  during  this  present  war  betuixt  the 
Suedes  and  Muscovites,  and  if  some  treaty  should  not  be  endeavoured 
with  the  Muscovite  for  preserving  and  improving  that  trade. 

(3)  The  Lewis  fishing  of  herring  is  greatly  decayed  within  these 
sixten  years,  whereof  there  are  many  causes,  but  one  difficulty  seems  to 
arise  from  the  want  of  a  custome  house  and  warehouses  in  a  proper  place, 
and  as  to  that  matter  it  cannot  be  sett  in  a  better  light  then  it  is  in 
a  letter  sent  a  merchant  on  occasione  of  this  very  inquiry.  The  words 
which  concern  that  matter  are, — Wee  labour  under  severall  inconveniencies. 
For  instance,  befor  we  can  upon  any  solid  ground  propose  to  get  a  loading 
of  herring  we  buy  our  salt,  including  in  the  price  the  value  of  the  highest 
duty,  and  the  most  of  the  other  necessaries,  at  Leith,  so  that  bringing  it 
about  from  thence  to  the  Lewis  and  other  places  of  fishing,  and  thereby 
m  time  of  war  are  exposed  to  the  hazard  of  privateers  and  at  all  times  to 
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the  sea  risque  and  cross  winds,  by  which  means  it  often  happens  that  when  Edinburgh. 

the  herrings   come  into  the  lochs  where  only  our  fishers  can  take  them  — — ■. — '- — 

there  is  neither  salt  nor  tree  nor  any  other  provisione  at  hand.      Another  commissioners 

difficulty  we  labour  under  is  that  after  our  herrings  are  made  we  have  no  °^  ^^^^^' 

custome  house  or  officers  to  give  dispatch  within  any  tolerable  distance, 

for  our  greatest  fishings  are  in  the  lochs  within  the  mainland,   and  the 

nearest  custome  house  is  in  the  Lewis,  Orkney,  or  at  Inverness,  so  that 

the  law  requiring  ane  officer  to  be  witnes  to  the  fishing  we  are  forced  to 

wait  for  such  ane  officer  after  our  fishes  are  made,  sometimes  ten  weeks, 

when  if  we  were  dispatched  we  might  go  to  the  forreign  mercat  in  ten 

dayes ;  and  the  reasone  is  plain,  the  officers  to  be  sent  from  Orkney  or 

the  Lewis  depend  upon  the  wind,  which  in  the  fishing  seasons  in  that 

countrey  is  most  commonly  westerly  and  blows  from  the  shoar,  so  that  ane 

officer  cannot  come  from  thence  to  the  place  of  fishing.       The  custome 

house  of  Inverness  is  for  the  most  part  sixty  miles  distant  from  these 

places  where  the  greatest  fishings  are  and  exceeding  cross  rod,  scarce  fitt 

for  a  horse  to  ride.      To  remove  these  difficulties  it  were  to  be  wished  that 

a  custome  house  and  some  proper  officer  were  appointed  in  some  sentri- 

call  place,  having  a  good  statione  for  ships,  and  there  warehouses  might 

be  built  for  the  Queen,  and  the  salt  lodged  in  the  custody  of  her  officers, 

to  be  used  whenever  the  opportunities  of  fish  does  entitle.       By  these 

means  merchants  would  have  constantly  stores  and  servants  to  improve 

every  opportunity  of  the   fishing,  which   by  the   by  is    not   constant  but 

must  be  taken  as  it  offers,  and  the  frauds  committed  in  the  curing  of  fish 

and  in  the  drawbacks  would  be  more  effectually  prevented  then  in  any 

other  way,  to  the  great  advantage  both  of  fair  trade  and  the  revenue. 

(4.)  It  wiU  much  facilitat  the  fishing  trade  if  a  packquet  boat  were 
setled  betueen  John  of  Groats  house  on  the  mainland  in  Caithness  and 
Kirkwall  or  some  other  convenient  place  in  Orkney. 

(5.)  The  ancient  duty  of  assise  or  sise  fish,  or  a  certain  number  of  fish 
out  of  every  boat,  belonging  to  the  Croun,  but  is  every  where  set  out  for 
inconsiderable  rents  and  hes  never  been  profitable  to  the  Croun  or  of  any 
considerable  advantage  to  the  grantees,  yet  is  a  very  considerable  pre- 
judice to  the  fishing,  especially  herring,  and  therefore  it  may  be  of  good 
use  if  Her  Majestie  would  be  pleased  to  discharge  that  duty,  burdensome 
in  itself  and  much  more  so  in  the  way  of  levying  of  it,  and  this  would  be 

2  3  T 
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Edinburoh.     easie  if  any  proper  way  were  thought  of  to  repair  the  damage  of  the 

^ — '- —  grantees  who  are  not  many. 

oo^fsdoners  (6.)  The  fishers  have  seldome  stock  enough  to  buy  salt  and  other 

of  trade.  matsrialls  for  curing  of  fish,  and  they  sell  their  herring  by  retail  to  the 

merchants,  but  the  fish  being  delivered  by  tail  they  grow  cold  and  unfitt 
for  salting  and  are  bruised  by  casting  from  hand  to  hand  in  telling. 
This  can  only  be  remeeded  by  ane  act  of  parliament  appointing  fresh 
herring  to  be  sold  by  the  fishers  at  the  places  where  they  are  taken  by 
measure  and  not  by  tailL 

(7.)  There  are  some  inconsiderable  differences  in  word  betueen  the 
oath  appointed  to  be  taken  by  exporters  of  fish  from  England  to  entitle 
them  to  a  drawback  and  that  appointed  to  be  taken  by  the  exporters  of 
fish  from  Scotland  for  the  same  end,  and  these  differences  tho  very  small 
raise  disputs  at  making  out  of  debentures  which  can  be  no  otheruise 
remeeded  then  by  ane  explanatory  act  of  parliament  making  the  oaths  the 
same  in  every  word  excepting  these  words  which  concern  the  curing  of 
fishes  here  with  forreign  salt. 

(8.)  It  is  thought,  with  submission,  that  for  security  of  the  fishing 
and  for  safety  of  fleets  that  either  come  home  north  about  the  coast  of 
Scotland  and  from  voyages  to  the  East  and  West  Indies,  the  Straits,  &c., 
as  well  of  such  fleets  that  goe  to  Archangel  or  other  northern  places, 
forts  should  be  built  at  Brassay  Sound  in  Zetland  and  Kerstoun  in 
Orkney,  tuo  excellent  roads.  The  necessity  of  this  in  time  of  peace  as 
well  as  of  war  is  evident,  for  in  such  places  fleets  of  fishers  may  be  secure, 
and  if  forts  were  built,  magazines  of  salt,  nets,  tree,  and  others,  would  be 
made  to  attend  the  fishing  seasons,  and  stores  would  be  provided  to  supply 
disabled  ships.  In  time  of  war  these  places  are  as  open  and  free  to 
enemies  as  to  natives  or  allies,  so  long  as  there  are  no  forts  in  these 
places,  and  at  this  time  the  enemies  ships  do  often  lye  there  in  wait  and 
exact  a  kind  of  contribution.  Besides,  if  any  rivalship  arise  concerning 
the  fishing  trade,  or  if  the  pouers  in  the  north  shall  increase  their  navaU 
force,  it  will  be  of  great  use  for  the  Queen  and  her  successours  to  have 
forts  on  these  places,  which  may  be  built  for  small  charge  and  maintained 
by  small  garrisons. 

(9.)  For  the  like  reason  a  fort  should  be  built  at  some  convenient 
place  on  the  west  coast  of  Scotland. 
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(]  0.)  The  pressing  of  fishermen  into  the  sea  or  land  service  is  ane  Bdinbubgh. 
exceeding  discouragement  to  the  fishing,  for  upon  the  least  appearance  ^i'f^iilll^ — 
of  a  ship  or  officer  the  fishers  desert  their  bushes,  and  it  would  very  much  oommisslonera 
incourage  and  increase  the  number  of  fishers  if  her  Majestie  would  be  °^  *'"^'^®' 
pleased  to  give  her  protectione  to  such  as  by  proper  certificats  under  the 
hands  of  any  number  of  justices  of  peace  in  the  neighbouring  county  and 
the  principaU  officer  of  the  nearest  customhouse  shall  appear  to  be  engaged 
in  the  fishing. 

(11.)  There  is  a  particular  kind  of  codd  taken  upon  the  north  coast 
of  Scotland  called  the  Ratray  codling,  which  at  its  maturity  is  a  short 
thick  sueet  fish,  and  for  which  there  is  greater  demand  at  Malaga,  Leg- 
horn, and  some  other  parts  in  the  straits  then  for  any  other  kind  of  codd, 
and  whereof  great  quantities  could  be  furnished  upon  due  incouragement ; 
but  this  fish  being  generally  from  tuelve  to  sixten  or  eighten  inches  long 
there  is  no  drawback  received  neither  for  the  salt  consumed  in  curing 
nor  for  incouragement,  and  there  is  very  good  reasone  to  believe  that  if 
ane  encouragement  proportionall  to  what  is  given  for  other  salted  codd 
exported  were  given  for  the  said  Ratray  codling  of  tuelve  inches  and  above, 
it  would  prove  a  very  profitable  trade  and  improve  the  revenue  far  beyond 
the  charge. 

(12.)  There  has  been  a  trade  of  barrelled  codd,  ling,  and  seith  fish, 
for  which  there  is  a  considerable  demand  at  Hamburg,  Breman,  and  in 
the  Baltick,  for  which  also  there  is  no  allouance  of  drawback,  that  is,  no 
regular  allouance,  and  therefore  the  merchants  are  put  once  to  the  neces- 
sity of  entering  the  fish  first  by  tail  and  then  when  they  are  brought 
aboard  to  barrel  them.  This  is  no  advantage  to  the  Queen  and  a  burden 
and  uneasiness  to  the  merchant,  and  the  people  here  that  are  accustomed 
to  that  trade  would  be  contented  with  a  smaller  drawback  for  barrelled 
codd,  ling  and  seithed  fish,  then  they  get  when  the  same  fish  are  exported 
without  being  barrelled,  so  that  both  the  revenue  and  the  merchant  would 
be  eased. 

(13.)  Seeing  by  the  articles  of  Union  our  fish  must  be  cured  with 
forreign  salt,  and  that  we  are  neither  furnished  with  ships  proper  for 
bringing  salt  from  Spain  or  Portugall  nor  convoys  for  protecting  that 
trade,  and  that  the  act  of  navigatione  hath  been  dispenced  with  in  such 
emergents,  that  therefore  during  the  war  we  may  be  alloued  to  import 
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f^^mi"'     f°'^''6ig°  salt  from  Hamburg  or  any  other  place  not  in  enmity  with  Her 
M  moriaii  to    ^^j^stie  and  the  rather  because  exporting  of  salt  from  Denmark  is  dis- 

commissioners   charged. 

(14.)  The  salmond  fishing  is  a  very  valuable  branch  of  trade,  but  has 
of  late  years  decayed  exceedingly,  of  which  the  causes  are  partly  the  non 
execution  of  the  laws  against  the  killers  of  salmond  in  forbidden  time, 
and  the  destroyers  of  the  fry  or  smolts  of  salmond,  of  which  there  is  one 
very  pregnant  instance,  the  case  of  the  fishing  on  Dee  and  Don  where 
the  fishing  being  in  a  state  of  decay  and  growing  worse  yearly  has  on  a 
sudden  been  greatly  revived,  Her  Majestie  having  been  graciously  pleased 
to  give  ane  extraordinary  commission  to  the  captains  of  the  independent 
companyes  to  enquire  into  the  breakers  of  these  laws,  which  they  having 
execute  with  dilligence,  hes  ansuered  the  end,  and  partly  this  decay  hes 
been  occasioned  by  the  shortness  of  the  close  time,  that  is  the  time 
■wherein  the  law  prohibits  the  killing  of  salmond,  for  whereas  that  prohi- 
bition now  beginns  at  the  eight  of  September  and  ends  the  thirty  of 
November  the  nature  of  the  thing  does  require  that  the  prohibition 
should  beginn  upon  the  first  of  September  and  continue  till  the  last  of 
December  both  inclusive.  As  to  this  trade  also,  it  is  to  be  considered 
that  Tueed,  being  for  some  way  the  ancient  boundary  of  England  and 
Scotland,  was  almost  neglected  by  the  laws  and  usages  ot  both,  and 
thereby  and  other  particular  mismanagement  a  very  considerable  salmond 
fishing  has  been  near  ruined,  for  remeedy  whereof  it  seems  expedient 
that  the  justices  of  peace  on  both  sides  of  the  river  in  the  counties  of 
Berwick  and  Northumberland  be  appointed  conservators  of  the  said  river 
■with  the  same  priviledges  as  the  justices  of  peace  upon  the  rivers  of  (blank) 
in  England  have,  and  to  make  this  the  more  effectuaU  the  miln  dyke  at 
Berwick  must  be  regulated. 

(15.)  The  lobster  fishing,  though  not  of  equall  value  to  those  men- 
tioned, yet  it  is  too  valuable  to  be  lost  for  want  of  necessary  rules,  and 
whereas  from  Craill  and  other  places  there  used  to  be  sent  five  or  six 
ships  in  one  year,  at  present  they  have  scarce  any  at  all,  which  is  occa- 
sioned by  destroying  the  fry  of  the  lobsters  when  they  come  into  the 
rocks  in  the  months  of  May,  June  and  July,  which  may  be  easily  pre- 
vented by  a  law  discharging  the  taking  of  lobsters  in  these  months,  and 
indeed  the  gentry  and  burrows  on  that  coast  are  so  much  disposed  to 
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put  that  law  in  executione  that  there  is  no  doubt  if  it  were  made  of  its  Edinburgh;, 
effect.  ^P"'  ^71^- 

(1 6.)  The  whale  fishing  is  another  branch  of  the  fishing  which  commissioners 
though  it  does  not  only  nor  indeed  chiefly  lye  upon  the  north  coast  of ''"'■^'^^' 
Scotland  yet  beginns  from  the  Orcades  and  extends  northward,  and  if 
that  trade  had  due  encouragement  there  are  people  here  very  well 
,  inclined  to  set  it  a  going,  and  that  it  may  be  understood  what  incourage- 
ment  is  desired  there  is  herewith  sent  a  draught  of  a  bill  to  be  presented 
in  parliament  and  past  into  ane  act. 

Tho'  the  letter  from  Mr  Popple,  secretary  to  the  board  of  trade,  does 
only  mentione  the  case  of  the  fisheries,  yet  there  are  some  other  things 
concerning  the  state  of  the  trade  in  this  countrey  which  deserve  the  con- 
sideratione  of  that  honourable  board  ;  and,  first,  the  wool  in  Scotland,  since 
the  strict  prohibitions  against  export,  is  become  a  drugg  and  has  greatly 
impaired  the  rents  of  a  considerable  part  of  Scotland,  nor  is  there  any 
possibility  to  bring  it  againe  to  be  of  any  use  but  by  the  mixture  of  finer 
wool,  and  therfore  it  seems  to  be  very  reasonable  that  a  port  be  appointed 
upon  the  west  coast  for  importatione  of  Irish  wool  to  be  mixed  in  the 
manufacture  with  the  coarse  wool  here.  In  like  manner,  there  is  a  litle 
trade  springing  up  in  this  countrey  which  is  in  danger  to  be  niped  in  the 
bud,  that  is  the  tanning  of  lether  which  through  the  exporting  the  bark 
of  trees  chiefly  to  Ireland  is  like  to  come  to  nothing,  and  now  when  there 
is  a  further  duty  laid  upon  green  hydes  if  the  materialls  of  tanning  be 
alloued  to  be  exported  it  will  be  a  very  sensible  prejudice. 

To  the  Queens  most  Excellent  Majestic,  the  humble  address  of  the  Address  to  her 
committee  of  the  convention  of  the  royall  burrows  in  Scotland.  May  it 
please  your  Majestie.  Wee  your  Majesties  most  loyall  and  faithfuU  sub- 
jects, the  committee  of  the  convention  of  the  royall  burrows  in  Scotland, 
doe  presume  to  approach  your  most  excellent  Majestie  with  the  most  pro- 
found and  dutyfuU  respect,  humbly  and  with  chearfull  hearts  to  acknowledge  ' 
the  many  blessings  that  we  and  the  trading  people  in  these  parts  enjoy 
under  your  Majesties  most  auspicious  government,  and  more  particularly 
that  ships  are  appointed  both  for  convoyes  and  cruzers  along  this  coast, 
but  that  your  royall  care  for  the  good  of  your  people  may  be  more  effectuall 
then  hitherto  it  has  been,  we  beg  leave  with  great  submissione  to  informe 
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Edinburoh.  your  Majestie  that  though  three  ships  are  appointed  to  be  convoyes  for 
^P"^  ^'^"-  securing  the  trade  along  this  coast,  tuo  only  have  been  here  for  many 
Ml^Tty.*"  ^^''  months  past,  and  these  tuo  have  lyen  for  the  most  part  in  Leith  road,  so 
far  within  land  that  small  privateers  have  come  up  the  firth  almost  in 
their  view  and  made  prizes,  insulting  at  the  same  time  the  shoar  and 
calling  for  supplies  both  of  provisions  and  even  pilots,  on  pain  of  military 
executione.  There  has  been  none  or  very  few  ships  convoyed  from  the 
north  to  the  firth  or  from  thence  to  the  northward  these  many  months  by 
reasone  of  their  want  of  necessary  supplyes.  Though  these  ships  are  very 
fitt  for  protecting  our  coast  from  the  insult  of  the  enemies,  greater 
privateers,  for  convoying  our  trade  to  the  east  countrey  or  Holland  and 
for  bringing  about  the  Russia  and  West  Indian  ships  that  come  north 
about,  yet  these  being  joyned  by  frigots  of  smaller  force  would  be  of  great 
use  for  covering  our  coast  where  the  enemies  plye  with  small  privateers 
and  run  into  creeks  and  under  shoar  where  great  ships  cannot  come  at 
them,  whereby  it  happens  that  our  trade  is  on  the  one  hand  discouraged 
for  want  of  such  small  frigots  to  clear  the  coast  though  the  government  is 
at  considerable  expence  for  that  service,  and  on  the  other  hand  these  ships 
who  on  that  account  lye  here  doe  press  the  men  from  on  board  of  our 
ships  and  barks  not  only  to  make  up  their  own  complement  but  to  turn 
them  over  to  other  ships.  This  misfortoun,  whereby  the  end  of  your 
royall  goodness  is  disapointed,  is  so  much  the  more  remarkable  here 
because  of  late  years  and  since  the  beginning  of  this  war  your  Majesties 
coast  of  Scotland  was  eflfectually  secured  by  small  frigots,  but  our  coast 
now  is  much  more  infested  with  privateers  then  at  that  time.  Wee  there- 
fore most  humbly  submitt  to  your  Majesties  consideratione  if  it  be  not 
therefore  expedient  that  tuo  more  small  frigots  of  sixten  or  tuenty  guns 
be  added  for  convoyes  for  securing  our  northern  trade,  and  that  they  be 
also  instructed  to  attend  that  service  strictly  and  receive  orders  from  the 
provost  of  Edinburgh  for  the  time,  and  if  it  may  not  be  usefuU  to  give 
the  commanders  of  such  ships  instructions  to  abstain  from  pressing  of 
fishermen  or  seamen  imployed  in  the  coasting  trade,  especially  these  out- 
uard  bound,  or  even  from  on  board  ships  returned  from  long  voyages, 
unless  where  your  Majestie  on  some  urgent  occasion  shall  order  otherwayes, 
for  the  pressing  of  seamen  in  Scotland  before  the  Union  was  not  done  by 
any  of  your  royall  ancestors,  and  however  the  law  may  be  altered  in  that 
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point  by  a  consequence  since  the  Union  yet  that  custome  of  pressing  men  JBdinburgh. 
being  new,  with  submissione,  it  would  seem  to  be  for  the  good  of  the 


.,,..,  .  ,  .  ,  .  Address  to  her 

service  that  it  be  gone  about  with  some  greater  cautione  then  is  needed  Majesty. 
in  places  where  it  has  long  taken  place.      One  great  occasione  of  the  con- 
voyes  failling  in  their  business  is  that  when  ships  are  foull,  want  repairs 
or  victualls,  there  is  neither  a  dock  at  Leith  at  present  iitt  to  receive  and 
clean    great   ships   nor   navall    stores    nor   contracts   for    providing    your 
Majesties  ships  here,  and  for  that  reason  wee  doe  also  most  humbly  pre- 
sume to  offer  to  your  royall  consideratione  if  the  carying  on  the  designed 
improvement  of  the  herbour  of  Leith  may  not  be  of  use  for  your  royall 
navy,  the  security  and  accomodation  of  convoys  and  cruzers,  and  the  good 
of  trade  in  generall,  which  improvement  your  Majestic  has  most  graciously 
had  in  your  thoughts  and  touards  which  some  progress  has  been  already 
made,  to  the  great  satisfactione  of  your  people  here,  for  increase  of  trade 
and  preservation  of  your  ancient  city  of  Edinburgh  from  unseemly  ruines, 
and  if  for  the  same  reasone  of  advantage  to  your  royall  navies,  convoys, 
cruzers,  and  trade,  it  may  not  be  expedient  that  a  better  magazine  of 
navall  stores  be  erected  and  contracts  settled  at  Leith  for  provyding  your 
Majesties  ships  on  occasione.      Wee  submitt,  with  that  deferrence  that 
is  due  to  your  royall  wisdome,  if  these  things  may  not  be  reall  improve- 
ments of  the  Union  of  your  Majesties  kingdome  of  Great  Britain,  and  of 
what  use  it  may  be  not  only  in  this  war  but  in  any  subsequent  war  and 
even  in  time  of  peace  for  the  service  of  your  fleets  and  increase  of  trade 
and  navigatione. 

Wee  beg  humbly  pardon  for  having  taken  up  so  much  of  your 
Majesties  time,  so  precious  and  constantly  imployed  in  a  manner  worthy 
of  a  great  and  good  Queen.  Your  Majesties  tender  regard  to  the  good 
of  your  people  and  that  readyness  shown  to  hear  them  and  provide  for 
their  happiness  has  given  us  the  boldness  thus  humbly  to  address  your 
Majestic  in  the  foregoing  particulars.  Wee  shall  only  beg  leave  to  add 
our  most  ardent  wishes  for  your  Majesties  long  and  prosperous  reign,  to 
the  unspeakable  good  not  of  your  people  only  but  of  all  Europe.  May  it 
please  your  Majestic,  [etc.J     Sic  suhscribitur  :  Adam  Broun,  preses. 

My  Lords.      The  committe  of  the  royall  burrows  being  assembled  Let^ter  to  tte 
extraordinary,  for  advising  their  commone  concerns,  they  had  amongst  admiraiity. 
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Letter  to  the 
lords  of  the 
admirality. 


other  things  under  consideratione  the  small  benefite  our  trade  has  had, 
-  notwithstanding  of  the  charge  the  government  is  put  to  in  maintaining  of 
cruzers  and  convoyes  on  this  coast,  and  the  prudent  care  your  lordships 
are  pleased  to  take  about  that  matter,  of  which  the  committe  and  all  here 
are  very  sensible,  they  have  therefore  sent  ane  address  to  be  presented  to 
Her  Majestie  on  that  subject  and  some  other  particulars  which  have  a 
near  connexione  with  it,  whereof  I  presume  to  send  at  the  desire  of  the 
meeting  a  copy  inclosed.  The  address  contains  the  substance  of  the 
generall  complaints,  and  the  humble  and  dutyfull  desire  of  the  trading 
people  here  for  remeeding  of  them,  to  which  I  referr  myself.  The  meet- 
ing did  also  desire  me  to  beg  your  good  offices  in  procuring  what  they  do 
with  submissione  propose.  They  do  with  the  greater  assurance  hope  for 
your  lordships  countenance  because  nothing  can  be  done  for  giving  quiet 
to  mens  minds  here  in  matters  of  this  kind  which  will  not  at  the  same 
time  advance  her  Majesties  service  and  the  trade  of  Great  Britain,  as  well 
for  the  benefite  of  traders  in  the  southern  parts  as  in  the  north.  I  am, 
[etc.]     Sic  subscribitur :  Adam  Broun,  Edinburgh,  14  Aprill  1711. 


Letter  to  the 
lords  commis- 
sioners of 
trade,  &o. 


My  lords.  I  did  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Mr  Popple,  secretary 
to  the  Board's  letter  of  the  6th  of  March,  written  by  your  lordships  com- 
mands, by  the  next  post  after  it  came  to  hand,  and  did  pursuant  thereto 
give  nottice  of  it  to  the  royall  burrows  in  Scotland  and  to  the  most  con- 
siderable merchants  every  where  concerned  in  the  fishery  by  sending  a 
coppy  of  Mr  Popple's  letter  to  them.  Since  that  the  committe  of  the  con- 
ventione  of  the  royall  burrows  have  mett  extraordinary,  and  besides  the 
commissioners  frome  some  places  very  much  concerned  in  the  fishery  they 
were  assisted  by  some  of  the  most  intelligent  and  greatest  traders  in  these 
parts.  It  is  their  desire  that  I  give  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  your 
lordships  at  this  time. 

The  intimatione  people  here  have  by  Mr  Popples  letter  that  Her 
Majestie  has  impoured  and  required  your  lordships  to  examine  the  state 
and  conditione  of  the  severall  trades  in  this  kingdome  and  to  make 
representations  thereon  to  her  Majestie,  to  the  end  that  by  her  royall 
interposing  with  forreign  princes  and  states,  and  by  other  proper  methods 
within  her  dominions,  the  said  severall  trades  may  be  advanced,  that  inti- 
mation I  say,  has  giveu  fresh  cause  to  Her  Majesties  subjects   here  to 
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acknowledge  her  princely  care  and  to  pray  that  God,  who  has  blessed  this  Edinbuhoh. 
natione  with  so  excellent  a  Queen,  may  long  preserve  her  for  the  happy-  "^^"^  -^^"^ 
ness  of  her  people  and  continue  to  attend  her  great  and  wise  counsells  lOTd^commit 
with  success  and  glory.  sioners  of 

trade. 

The  trading  people  here  have  also  a  very  gratefull  sense  of  your  lord- 
ships great  zeall  to  second  her  Majesties  most  gracious  intentions  in  that 
matter,  and  of  your  care  for  the  trade  of  this  place  of  the  Island,  and  do 
return  their  most  hearty  and  sincere  thanks  for  it.      The  promotting  of 
the  fishing  or  any  other  trade  here  must  certainly  be  of  very  great  advan- 
tage to  the  shipping  and  commerce  of  Her  Majesties  kingdome  of  Great 
Brittain  in  generall,  and  your  lordships  applicatione  to  procure  the  good 
of  this  corner  is  indeed  necessary  to  revive  the  spirit  of  business  amongst 
us.      Nothing   can  more   effectually   demonstrat  the    advantages    of  the 
Union  to  both  ends  of  this  great  Island  then  the  concern  shown  to  im- 
prove the  fishing  on  the  north  coasts  wherein,  tho  the  people  in  Scotland 
must  be  imployed  because  of  the  situation  of  the  countrey,  the  principall 
advantages  will  still  fall  to  the  share  of  the  southern  parts  where  the  great 
consumption    of  stocks  will  aluays   be.      It  will  take  some  time  before 
exact  accounts,  as  your  lordships  desire,  can  be  drawn  up  of  the  state  and 
present  condition  of  the  fishery  with  regard  to  its  increase  and  decrease, 
the  causes  or  occasions  thereof,  or  what  obstruction  it  has  met  with  and 
what  is  fitt  to  be  proposed  by  way  of  propper  methods  for  removing  these 
obstructions  and  preserving  and  improving  the  trade,  matters  very  fitt  for 
your  lordships  inquiry,  but  to  proceed  with  that  exactness  both  as   to 
facts  and  reasoning  as  the  committe  desire  and  your  lordships  will  very 
justly  expect,  it  does  require  to  consult  the  most  knowing  and  impartiall 
inhabitants  on  or  about  the  chief  seats  of  the  fishery,  which  we  have  begun 
to  do,  and  as  soon  as  all  their  returns  come  to  hand  we  shall  presume  to 
communicat  to  your  lordships  what  may  deserve  your  consideration.      In 
the  meantime  I  take  the  liberty,  at  the  command  of  the  committe,  to 
transmitt  the  inclosed  memoriall  on  such  heads  as  presently  occur.      Some 
articles  do  indeed  require  a  remedy  by  act  of  parliament,  yet  even  as  to 
these  the  committe  thought  that  acts  would  be  the  more  easily  passed  if 
the  matters  were  before  hand  examined  and  approved  of  by  your  lordships 
and  representations  made  thereon  to  the  Queen.      I  have  also  transmitted 
ane  address  to  the  Queen  by  the  committe  of  the  royall  burrows  concern- 
2  3  u 


522 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs. 


Edinburgh. 
April  1711. 

Letter  to  the 
lords  commis- 
sioners of 
trade. 


Letter  to 
Duke  of 
Queensberry 
and  the  other 
secertarijs  of 
state. 


ing  the  convoys  appointed  for  this  coast  and  the  use  of  having  a  dock  with 
magazines  and  wayes  laid  doun  for  victualling  ships  on  occasion  in  this 
firth  at  Leith,  which  the  committe  thought  to  have  so  near  a  relatione 
to  the  improvement  and  security  of  trade  that  they  commanded  me  to 
communicat  it  to  your  lordships  and  very  earnestly  to  beg  your  lordships 
assistance  in  the  subject  of  that  address.  The  committe  doe  reckon  it  a 
very  great  happiness  that  there  is  ane  occasione  in  matters  concerning 
trade  to  apply  to  persons  of  such  worth  and  emmenence  and  so  well  dis- 
posed to  do  reall  service  to  the  Queen  and  your  countrey  as  your  lordships 
are  and  who  can  know  the  reall  state  of  trade  both  south  and  north. 
They  hope  that  as  occasion  occurrs  to  give  further  informatione  your  lord- 
ships will  be  pleased  to  receive  it.  They  will  aluays  endeavour  to  make  their 
humble  overtures  impartially  and  with  all  due  regard  to  the  trade  in  other 
places  and  to  the  revenue.  The  committe  and  I  in  their  name  and  of  all 
that  wish  this  place  well  do  beg  and  hope  for  the  continuance  of  your 
lordships  countenance  and  protection  to  this  corner,  which  being  so  far 
removed  from  the  ordinary  seat  of  our  Princes,  the  parliaments,  and  of  the 
great  concurse  and  spring  of  trades  that  attend  these  advantages,  doe  need 
the  greater  care  for  keeping  heat  and  vigour  amongst  us,  for  if  these 
extremities  of  the  island  shall  decay  and  want  nourishment  and  strength 
it  must  certainly  affect  the  whole  body.  Give  me  leave  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  add  for  myself  that  I  am  a  sincere  wellwisher  to  the  com- 
mone  good  of  Great  Britain,  a  most  faithfull  subject  to  our  most  excellent 
Queen,  and,  with  very  great  respect  and  truth,  I  am,  [etc.]  Sic  subscribitur : 
Adam  Broun.     Edinburgh,  14  Aprile  1711. 

May  it  pleas  your  Grace,  &c.  I  presume  to  inclose  a  copy  of  ane 
address  sent  by  a  committe  of  the  royall  burrows  and  others  to  the  Queen 
about  the  convoys  and  cruisers  appointed  for  the  security  of  the  coast  of 
Scotland  and  other  matters  that  have  a  near  concern  with  that  affair. 
The  meeting  was  pleased  to  desire  me  in  their  name  to  beg  your  graces 
assistance  in  this  business  wherein  the  trade  and  satisfactione  of  these 
parts  are  very  nearly  touched.  I  hope  the  importance  of  the  thing  and 
the  opportunity  of  doing  good  to  the  fair  traders  who  have  great  con- 
fidence in  your  lordships  justice  will  plead  my  excuse  for  this  trouble,  and 
I  humbly  beg  your  grace  will  be  pleased  to  present  the  address  to  Her 
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Majestle.     I  am,  fetcl  Sic  suhscrihitur:  Adam  Begun.     Edinburgh,  14  ewnbuboh. 
Aprile  1711.  ';^^^'^^- 

Honoured  Sir.  The  comtnitte  of  the  royall  burrows  have  appointed  Jeriswood. 
me  in  a  particular  manner  to  give  you  their  thanks  for  minding  our  poor 
country,  so  long  and  often  forgot.  They  and  everybody  are  convinced  by 
the  letter  of  the  6  th  of  March  from  the  secretary  of  the  counsell  of  trade 
of  what  good  use  it  is  to  the  Queens  service  and  the  good  of  her  people 
to  have  men  at  that  board  conversant  intimatly  with  the  people  and  hav- 
ing interest  and  experience  in  both  the  south  and  north  parts  of  her 
kingdome  and  so  perfectly  sincere  and  fir  me  as  you  are.  The  memoriall 
of  the  burghs  has  many  heads  and  yet  more  might  be  proposed  and  perhaps 
less  gratefuU  but  they  will  be  willing  to  be  advised  by  yourself  in  the 
forme  and  manner  of  such  applications.  There  are  some  particulars  which 
I  can  explain  with  more  freedome  to  you  then  to  others.  In  the  first  article 
the  manner  of  making  particular  agreements  with  touns  in  France, 
Brabant  and  Flanders,  such  as  has  been  made  with  Hamburg,  mutatis 
mutandis,  may  seem  at  first  looke  impracticable,  for  how  (may  one  say)  can 
these  things  be  done  without  treaties,  how  shall  treaties  be  caryed  on 
with  particular  touns  or  in  her  Majesties  name  with  France  who  does 
not  oun  her  authority.  To  these  I  ansuer  you,  that  such  contracts 
have  anciently  been  with  Bruges  and  Antwerp,  such  are  now  standing 
with  Campvere  in  Zeland,  for  the  staple  contract  is  originally  a  contract 
with  the  royall  burrows  who  proceed  with  approbation  of  the  Queen,  and 
forreign  states  willing  to  treat  will  proceed  in  that  method,  allouing  par- 
ticular touns  to  treat,  and  such  contracts  will  bind  as  long  as  they  are  good 
for  both  sides,  and  now  I  pray  you  tell  me  what  contracts  or  treaties  will 
hold  out  longer.  Yet  these  things  are  to  be  mentioned  with  cautione  to 
others  lest  these  pouers  in  our  burrows  seem  too  suspicious. 

One  thing  the  committee  has  charged  me  with,  as  to  the  bringing 
salt  from  Hamburg,  whether  it  may  be  done  by  the  treaty  latly  concluded 
with  that  place.  If  that  treaty  does  not  allow  our  people  that  liberty 
they  have  it  not  otherwayes  and  are  at  a  lose  that  they  cannot  bring  salt 
so  necessary  for  their  fishing  from  such  places  where  their  fish  is  imported, 
besides  that  straitning  of  the  importing  forreign  salt  from  any  place  seems 
to  be  ane  unnecessary  discouragement,  and  at  this  time  (which  pinches  us 
more)  the  Danes  doe  not   suffer,  as  usually,  forreign  salt  to  be  exported 
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from  their  countrey,  that  it  may  be  wholly  imployed  on  fishing  there,  so 
that  if  we  have  not  leave  to  bring  it  from  Holland  or  Hamburgh  our  ships 
will  often  return  in  a  great  part  empty  and  at  least  stored  with  the  less 
profitable  commodities.  From  the  first  of  these  places,  possibly,  men  will  not 
allow  us  to  bring  our  salt,  but  there  seems  to  be  good  reasone  to  allow  us 
to  bring  our  salt  from  the  latter  who  take  our  fishes.  Upon  this  head 
give  me  leave  still  by  order  of  the  committee  to  acquaint  you  that  severall 
people  here  have  a  mind  to  complain  that  Hamburg  stealls  our  herring 
trade  in  Orkney,  &c.,  but  this  has  been  waved  at  this  time  for  many 
reasons  for  it  does  not  seem  congruous  to  complain  so  soon  after  a  treaty. 
Next,  the  Hamburgers  do  maintain  the  people  of  the  countrey  in  tl^e 
mean  time  and  give  them  labour,  and  why  should  they  not  till  we  can  do 
it  and  our  fishing  be  a  little  advanced,  yet  that  kind  of  commerce  betueen 
the  Hamburgers  and  the  inhabitants  in  these  islands  deserves  considera- 
tione  both  for  the  sake  of  the  trade  and  of  the  revenue,  and  this  is  a 
farther  reasone  to  encourage  the  fishing  that  when  it  grows  we  may  work 
out  strangers  gently  and  for  building  of  forts  to  secure  Brassi  Sound  and 
Kerstoun.      I  am,  [etc.]    Edinburgh,  14  Aprile  1711. 
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No.  I. 

Abstract  of  Acts  of  Convention  between  1631  and  1649.  From  "Com- 
pend  of  the  Acts,  Statuts,  and  Constitutions  of  the  Generall  and 
Particular  Conventions/'  submitted  to  the  General  Convention  in 
July  1700.      (>Sfeep.  306.) 

Here  beginns  the  5th  Burrow  Book,  from  Anno  1631  to  1649. 

Dtsaet. 
The  tuatters  of  the  fishings  being  in  agitation  and  likely  to  take  effect,  the  con-  J"ly  1631. 
vention  ordains  that  there  be  ane  particular  exception  contained  in  the  said  gift,  Reserved 
accordLog   to   the  bounds  sett  down  here    as    follows : — The    commissioners    of  ^sohSns! 
buiTOws  being  convened  anent  the  letter  sent  down  be  the  commissioners  of  this 
kingdome  in  the  matter  of  the  fishing  to  the  lords  of  council!,  requireing  their  ad- 
vyce  anent  the  bounds  of  the  fishings  of  this  countrey,  and  the  saids  commissioners 
having  advyced  thereanent,  hes  condescended  thereupon  in  manner  following,  viz., 
upon  the  east  coast  of  Scottland,  from  St  Obbs  Head  [to  the  Eed-Head]  in  Angus, 
which  compehends  the  coast  of  the  Merse,  Lothian,  the  Firth,  Fyfe,  and  ane  pairt  of 
the  coast  of  Angus,  and  fourtie  myles  without  the  course  from  the  said  St  Obbs  Head 
to  the  Hed  Head  ;   from  the  Red  Head  north  noreast  alongs  the  coast  of  Angus, 
Meams,  Marr,  and  Buchan  to  Buchanness,  and  40  myles  of  the  said  coast ;  from 
Buchanness  norwest  and  benorth  to  Duningsbayhead  in  Caithness,  comprehending 
therein  the  coast  of  Bamfe  in  Murray  upon  the  south  side,  Murray  Firth,  and  the 
coast  of  Rossa,  Sutherland,  and  ane  pairt  of  Caithness  upon  the  north,  and  fourty 
myles  within  the  course  from  the  said  Buchanness  to  the  said  Duningsbiehead  ; 
and  from  the  said  Duningsbiehead  in  Caithness  west  alongs  to  the  coast  of  Caith- 
ness and  Strathnaver  to  Fairayhead  in  Strathnaver  and  fourty  myles  of  the  said 
coast ;  with  fourty  myles  round  about  the  Isles  of  Orkney  and  Zetland  ;  from  the 
said  Fairayhead  directly  from  alongs  the  coast  of  Strathnaver  to  the    head  of 
Storeashen  and  40  miles  of  the  said  coast ;  and  from  the  said  head  of  Storeashen 
to  the  outmost  point  of  the  Isle  of  the  Lewis,  comprehending  therein  the  haill 
seas  interjected  betwixt  the  said  head  of  Storeashen  and  outmost  point  of  the 
said  Isle  of  Lewis,  with  all  the  isles  and  lochs  within  the  samen  and  fourteen 
myles  without  the  course  from  the  said  head  of  Storeashen  to  the  said  outmost 
point  of  the  Lewis  ;  from  the   said  outmost   point    of  the    Lewis   south  about 
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the  haill  Isles  of  the  Lewis  to  the  westmost  part  of  Baray  nearest  south  south- 
east to  the  southmost  part  of  the  Isle  of  Yla,  1 4  myles  without  the  course  ;  from 
the  said  westmost  part  of  Baray  to  the  Mule  of  Kintyre  nearest  south-east  to 
the  Mule  of  Galloway  ;  which  bounds,  from  the  head  to  the  Store  of  Ashen  west 
norewest  to  the  eastmost  point  of  the  Lewis,  and  from  thence  south  to  Baray, 
and  from  thence  to  Yla  and  Mule  of  Kintyre  to  the  Mule  of  Galloway,  compre- 
hends the  haill  yles  and  lochs  in  the  west,  with  the  lochs  upon  the  maines  of 
Strathnaver,  Tarbat,  Lochaber,  Lome,  Kintyre,  Rhenfrew,  Cunninghame,  Kyle, 
Carrick,  Galloway  ;  and  from  the  said  Mule  of  Galloway  east  to  the  Isle  of  Whit- 
home  ;  from  the  said  Isle  of  Whithorne  alongs  the  coast  of  Galloway,  eastward 
to  Sullway  Sands  and  14  myles  of  the  said  coast.  Which  bounds  being  of  that 
necessity  that  neither  the  inhabitants  upon  the  coast  of  this  kingdom  nor  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Isles  can  live  without  the  saids  bounds  be  reserved  to  them- 
selves, to  the  end  the  samen  be  not  exhausted  be  others  but  left  to  the  natives 
sustenance,  therefor  ordains  the  saids  bounds  to  be  sent  next  to  Mr  John  Hay 
for  his  further  instruction  for  obtaining  of  the  saids  bounds  designed  and  reserved 
for  them,  and  to  that  effect  ordains  their  clei-k  to  wrytt  ane  letter  to  hira  in  their 
names  and  to  subscribe  the  samen,  wheranent  thir  presents  shall  be  his 
warrand.      (2.)* 

Statute  that  the  factors  in  Campheir  shall  be  persons  unmarryed,  and  at  their 
marriage  their  factorship  shall  expire,  and  they  shall  not  marry  without  first 
makeing  compt,  reckoning,  and  payment  with  the  merchand  who  hes  employed 
him.     (6.) 

Statuts  that  the  absents  from  or  these  that  goes  away  before  they  subscribe 
the  books  at  particular  conventions  alse  well  as  at  generall  shall  be  unlawed.    (6.) 

There  is  ane  table  of  the  conservators  dues  in  anno  1606  confornie  to  which 
he  has  been  in  use  to  exact,  and  ordains  the  samen  to  stand  and  no  alteration  to 
be  made  by  the  conservator  but  that  which  is  done  either  by  particular  or 
general  conventions.     (7.) 

Unlaws  the  town  of  Bamfe  for  putting  knights  and  barrons  upon  the  leitt  to 
be  magistrats.     (8.) 

Discharges  the  factors  of  Campheir  and  merchands  trading  there  to  sell  their 
goods  to  factors  for  Holland  and  West  Flanders,  being  prejudicial  to  our  tradeing, 
finds  this  discharged  befor  being  prejudiciall  as  said  is.      (9.) 

The  convention  ratifies  the  act  of  July  1616  anent  the  conserjary  house,  and 
further  declares  that  merchands  sones  and  merchands  when  they  are  intrusted 
with  the  father  or  masters  affairs  that  they  shall  keep  ordinaries  att  ye  said  house, 
discharging  all  factors,  <fec.,  haveing  the  benefite  of  the  nation,  from  selling  of 
beer,  wine,  meat  and  drink,  to  any  merchands,  &c.,  and  ordains  the  master  of  the 
conserjarie  house  to  have  sufficient  English  beer.      (10.) 

The  figures  at  the  end  of  the  acts  refer  to  the  folio  of  the  original  record. 
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There  being  a  restraint  of  salt  endeavoured  to  be  transported  out  of  the  Appendix  I. 
country,  except  a  certaine  quantity,  and  upon  foraign  salt,  which  will  be  pre- •*-''^'i'^°'^  °^ 
judicial  to  the  fishings,  for  obviating  whereof  Mr  John  Hay  is  commissionat  to 


London.     (10.)  S^^'- 

Master  David  Wedderburn  haveing   reformed  the  grammer,  presented    the  Wedderbum's 
samen  to  the  convention,  but  before  they  would  doe  any  thing  therein,  ordained  ^^™^^^- 
200  copies  to  be  dispersed  up  and  down  the  country,  to  the  effect  any  knowing 
person  might  give  in  their  animadversions  before  the  samen  was  fully  concludit 
to  be  observed  as  ane  grammer.      (11.) 

Statuts  as  of  before  that  whataomever  burgh  shall  be  decerned  in  ane  unlaw,  Unlaws. 
(fee,  that  the  burgh  that  votes  for  remitting  of  the  said  unlaw  shall  be  unlawed 
in  50  pound  and  to  have  no  vote  till  reall  payment.      (11.) 

There  is  an  act  for  casting  furth  of  ballast  in  the  river,  discharging  the  samen  Against 
which  is  casten  above  Inchgarvie  under  the  paine  of  twelve  shillings  to  be  payed  bSiasf 
for  every  last.     (15.) 

Augments  three  stovers  upon  the  seek  of  goods  of  the  duty  payable  to  the  Conservators 
conservatoi',  viz.,  1 4  stuirs  be  the  goods  and  4  be  the  ship,  coals  being  free  of  dues. 
the  said  augmentation,  which  augmentation  is  to  endure  during  the  burrowes 
pleasure.     (15.) 

Upon  supplication  made  be  the  burrows  to  the  secret  councill  there  is  ane  Yeamo  to  be 
proclamation  issued  that  all  yairne  should  be  sold  be  weight ;  ordains  the  burrows 
to  intimate  the  same  and  to  see  it  put  to  execution. 

There  is  overtures  made  for  setting  of  fires  upon  the  firth  heads  though  the  Anent  fires  in 
samen  be  in  England.      (16.)  t^^e  fi^h. 

The  bun-ows  advice  concerning  the  necessarie  fishing  of  this  country  as  Reserved 
follows  : — That  whereas  it  having  pleased  his  Majestic  to  wrytt  to  the  privie  P''"^^^  °^  ^'^■ 
councill  anent  their  advice  for  the  fishings  of  this  countrey,  as  his  Majesteis  letter  of 
the  date  the  fourth  day  of  July  last  at  more  length  bears  ;  as  likewayes,  it  pleased 
his  Majestic  to  wrytt  to  the  commissioners  of  burrows  anent  the  said  matter,  as 
ane  other  letter  direct  to  him  thereanent  dated  as  the  other  at  more  length  pro- 
ports  ;  and  the  commissioners  of  burrows  having  conveened  with  certain  of  the 
nobility  and  gen  trie  and  conferred  anent  the  saids  places  they  give  in  their  opinion 
and  advice  to  the  saids  lords  of  the  necessary  places  for  the  countrey  for  fishings, 
without  which  the  countrey  could  not  subsist,  which  were  the  firths  of  Lothian, 
Murray,  and  Dumbarton  and  fourty  miles  of  that  coast  of  this  country  which 
lyes  betwixt  Buchanness  and  Duningsbehead  ;  and  the  saids  nobility  and  gentry 
remitted  the  consideration  of  the  haill  remanent  fishings  of  this  kingdome  to  the 
commissioners  of  burrows,  and  they  being  urged  be  the  privie  councill  gave  in 
their  opinion  thereanent,  of  the  which  two  advyces  the  tennor  follows: — And 
first  the  advice  of  the  nobility,  &c.,  anent  the  necessary  places  of  fishing.  Where- 
as the  lords  of  his  Majesties  privie  councill  has  desired  ane  number  of  the  nobility 
o-entry  and  commissioners   of  free  burrows  to  declare  their  opinions  anent  the 
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fishings  necessary  for  the  particular  use  of  the  countrey  of  Scotland,  they  haveing 
conveened  and  taken  the  samen  to  their  consideration,  declares  that  the  fishings 
of  the  firth  of  Lothian  lyeing  betwixt  the  land  of  St  Obbs  Head  in  the  Merse  on 
the  south  and  the  Red  Head  in  Angus  upon  the  northand  within  the  course  be- 
twixt the  saids  heads  ;  the  fishing  of  Murray  first  betwixt  Buchanness  and  Dun- 
ingsbiehead  and  within  the  course  betwixt  the  saids  heads  ;  and  the  fishings  within 
Dumbarton  firth  lyeing  betwixt  the  Mule  of  Kintyre  and  the  Mule  of  Galloway  ; 
and  the  course  within  the  saids  two  points  are  so  necessary  to  this  countrey 
that  it  can  not  subsist  if  the  same  be  communicat  to  any  other  nation  and  not 
reserved  for  the  proper  use  of  the  nation.  They  likeways  declare  that  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  Weill  of  the  saids  fishings  within  the  saids  firths  that  40  myles  be 
reserved  likewayes  to  the  natives  without  the  course  betwixt  the  saids  heads  and 
betwixt  Buchanness  and  Duningsbiehead,  yet  heirin  they  submitt  themselves  to 
the  determination  of  his  Majesty.  And  farder  it  is  declared  that  in  the  space 
betwixt  Redhead  and  Buchanness  there  is  an  absolute  necessity  of  reservation  of 
40  myles  of  the  said  coast  for  the  dayly  use  of  the  inhabitants  liveing  thairupon. 
As  likeways,  for  the  good  of  salmond  fishings  in  the  rivers  of  Dee,  Done,  Ivie,  and 
both  the  Esks,  which  be  the  incroaching  of  the  bushes  nearer  the  shoar  then  the 
said  distance  may  altogether  be  undone,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  haill  king- 
dom, being  one  of  the  most  pryme  native  commodities  of  this  land.  And  as  for 
the  Isles  of  Orkney,  Zetland,  and  remanent  isles  and  lochs  therein,  and  in  the 
main  foreagainst  the  same,  they  agree  that  the  same  be  remitted  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  burrows  further  advice  and  declaration.  And  last,  it  is  humbly 
desyred  that  the  privie  councill  would  be  pleased  to  recommend  to  the  commis- 
sioners for  this  kingdome  to  interceed  with  his  Majesty  for  such  retribution  as 
can  be  had  for  the  benefite  granted  to  the  English  upon  this  our  coast.  Follows 
the  advice  of  the  burrows  anent  the  other  places  of  the  fishings,  remitted  to  their 
consideration  : — That  where  it  hes  pleased  the  privie  councill  to  desyre  the  com- 
missioners of  the  burrows  to  declare  their  opinions  what  fishings  in  the  lochs  in 
the  mayne  land  without  the  firth  is  reserved  and  isles  adjacent  thereto  and  lochs 
within  the  samen,  remitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  commissioners  of  burrows 
be  the  nobility  and  gentry,  are  fittest  to  be  observed  and  reserved  for  the  benefite 
of  trade,  and  haveing  maturely  advised  thereant  have  delyvered  their  opinions  as 
after  followes  : — Imprimis,  Anent  the  lochs  in  the  mayne  land  lyand  betwixt  the 
Fairyhead  and  Strathnaver  and  the  Mule  of  Kintyre,  they  declare  its  necessare 
to  reserve  all  the  lochs  within  the  said  mayne  land  lyand  betwixt  the  said  Fairy- 
head  and  the  Kyle,  together  with  Loch  Wryne  lyand  upon  the  south  side  of  tlie 
said  Kyle.      (20.) 

Anent  the  isles,  being  in  number  above  220,  and  the  lochs  of  the  samen, 
being  infinite  in  number,  they  declare  its  fitt  to  reserve  the  inner  syde  whilk  is 
the  east  side  of  the  isles  of  Lewis,  Ewest,  Bara,  and  Muggersland,  and  lochs  of 
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the  saraen,  together  with  the  Bread  Loch  and  the  Bybillhead  upon  the  north  part  Appendix  T. 
of  the  Lewis  ;  as  also  Locharloway  upon  the  backside  thereof.  t    Tfi^l  49 

Item,  in  the  Isle  of  Skye  they  declare  that  it  is  fitt  to  observe  and  reserve  .  .  

Loch  Ushert  lyand  upon  the  east  side  of  the  said  Isle. 

Item,  they  declare  for  the  good  of  the  fishings  reserved  in  the  saids  isles  and  Noe  bushes  to 
maine  lands,  it  is  absolutely  necessar  that  there  be  noe  bush  fishing  betwixt  the  ^\  "P°^  '^""'^ 
islands  and  the  mayne  lands  whilk  is  from  the  Fairayhead  upon  the  mayne  and  bounds, 
the  north  east  point  of  the  Lewis,  nor  within  the  course  lyand  betwixt  the  saids 
two  points  and  40  myles  from  the  north  eastmost  point  of  the  Lewis. 

Item,  anent  Orkn.ay  and  Zetland  it  is  necesaarie  to  reserve  the  coasts  of  the  Orkney  and 
sanien  and  1 4  myles  from  the  saids  coasts,  yet  anent  the  saids  1 4  myles  they  Zetland, 
refere  the  samen  to  his  Majesty. 

They  declare  also  that  the  salmond  fishing  in  these  places  are  wholly  to  be  Salmond  fish- 
observed  to  the  use  of  the  natives.  hlfllily  re- 
Item,  they  declare  that  all  these  fishings  hes  been  continually  fished  be  the  served. 
merchands  and  fishers  of  this  realme,  and  that  they  are  able  to  fish  the  samen  to  J^*^''^  Lochs  to 
the  full,  and   that  noe  stranger  hes  been  admitted  to  fish  in  these  places.     And 
that,  without  reservation  of  the  same,  trade  can  not  be  mentained  nor  subsist. 

And  last,  for  the  remanent  lochs  of  the  mayne  land  betwixt  the  Kyle  and  Several  places 
Mule  of  Kintyre,  excepting  Loch  Wryne,  as  also  for  the  back  sydes  of  the  saids  J?""  "^oi^idera- 
Isles  of  the  Lewis,  Ewest,  Bara,  Muggersland  and  Sky,  excepting  the  particular 
lochs  above  mentioned,  and  all  the  haill  remanent  lochs  and  isles  of  the  samen, 
as  hes  been  formerly  declared  in  the  former  instructions,  they  remit  the  samen 
to  his  Majesties  consideration  how  maney  of  the  same  his  Majesties  royall  judge- 
ment shall  think  fitt  to  communicat.      (20.) 

There  is  commission  given  to  Mr  John   Hay  to  go  to  London   anent  the  for-  Commissioner 
said  fishing  and  burghs  of  barrony  that  are  come  to  soe  great  height  that  they  °    ™  """ 
render  the  burghs  royall  altogether  of  noe  trade. 

There  being  many  prejudices  threatned  by  the  coyneing  of  copper  oppones  Copper  coyne. 
severall  burghs  to  get  the  samen  stopped.     (25.) 

The  King  being  to  come  to  Scotland,  and  probable  occasion  may  offer  to  Signature  in 
clear  the  difierences  betwixt  royall  burghs  and  burghs  of  barrony,  therefor  ordains,  ^^™"jj^^  "^  *'"' 
be  way  of  preparation,  that  ane  signature  be  drawen  ratifying  all  the  burrows 
priviledges  and  the  charter  granted  be  King  David  to  the  burrows,  and  to  be 
extended  in   such   lawfull  manner  as  may  be   agreeable  to   the   laws   of  this 
countrie.     (26.) 

There  is  ane  act  for  clear  rydding  of  marches  betwixt  burghs  of  royallty  and  Marches, 
barronie,  and  ordaineing  ane  signature  to  be  drawn  up  concerning  the  priviledges  privHegfs  of 
of  burrows,  seeing  the  samen  was  warranted  by  the  act  of  parliament,  and  to  be  burghs,  patent. 
docked  by  his  Majesties  advocat,  as  also  there  is  to  be  eiked  to  the  58  patent 
ane  commission  to  sett  down  laws  and  ordinances  anent  shipping  and  for  guyding 
of  masters  and  mariners  and  ordering  them  as  follows  : — Forsaemeikle  as  the 
2  3  X 
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Appendix  I.      commissioners'of  burrows  haveing  thir  many  years  bygone  endeavoured  to  have 
aotfT6°3l-49     ^^"^6  ^ne  perfect  distinction  betwixt  them  and  the  burghs  of  barrony  and  other 

^--^— '—  unfree  places,  whereby  the  foresaids  usurpers  might  be  suppressed,  and  especially 

shipping-',  haveing  for  this  effect  upon  the  fifth  day  of  December  last,  ordained  ane  signature 

privileges  of      to  be  drawn  up  containing  ane  ratification  of  their  haill  libertyes  contained  in 
burglis,  patent.  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  parliament  and  in  their  Generall  Charter  granted  to  them  be  King 
David  ;  lykeas,  the  present  commissioners,  after  mature  deliberatione  had  anent 
the  said  signature,  hes  for  diverse  causes  thought  it  good  that  the  said  charter 
granted  be  the  said  King  David  should  not  be  confirmed  but  rather  soe  much 
thereof  as  they  have  thought  necessar  shall  be  contained  in  that  part  of  the  new 
signature  where  his  Majesty  does  of  new  dispone  certain  libertyes  to  the  saids 
burrows  ;  and  haveing  caused  draw  up  the  said  new  signature  containing  the 
haill  privileges  of  the  burrows,  and  having  pet-used  the  samen,  they  ordain  the 
said  signature  as  the  samen  is  conceaved  to  be  wrytten  over  in  mundo  and  docked 
be  the  advocatt  and  to  be  sent  to  Mr  John  Hay,  their  commissioner,  to  be  expede 
be  his  Majestic  ;  and  for  this  efiect  ordains  ane  letter  to  be  sent  therewith  to  the 
said  Mr  John  in  their  names,  earnestly  recommending  the  prosecution  thereof  to 
him,  and  withall  to  intreat  his  Majestie  in  their  names  for  directing  ane  warrand 
to  the  lords  of  councill  and  exchequer  for  passing  of  the  same  without  any  ques- 
tion, since  the  same  is  soe  weill  warranted  be  acts  of  parliament,  and  to  desyre 
him  to  send  the  samen  down  with  all  the  dilligence  he  can  to  Edinburgh  ;  which 
being  done  ordains  the  said  burgh  to  conveen  with  them  the  burghs  of  Dundee, 
Perth,  Aberden,  Stirling,  Linlithgow,  Glasgow,  Aire,  and  Haddingtoun,  with  all 
convenient  dilligence  thereafter,  to  which  the  burrowes  and  most  pairt  of  them 
conveened,  the  present  commissioners,  for  themselves  and  in  name  of  the  haill 
remanent  burrows,  gives  full  power  and  commission  for  prosecuting  of  the  said 
signature  and  for  useing  of  all  means  for  obtaining  the  samen  past  and  depurse- 
ing  such  soumes  of  money  as  they  shall  think  necessary  for  performance  thereof, 
which  being  suae  depursed  they  obliedge  them  and  their  burghs  for  themselves 
and  in   name  foresaid  to  refound  the   samen  with  the   interest  thereof     And 
farder,  the  saids  commissioners  considering  that  they  be  the  acts  of  parliament 
hes  powrer  in  their  conventions  to  sett  down  laws  for  the  weillfare  of  the  burrows 
and  floorishing  of  the  merchand  estate  ;  and  considering  that  there  is  nothing 
concerns  them  more  thaa  the  flourishing  of  shipping  and  the  good  government 
amongst  masters  and  mariners,  throughout  lake  thereof  both  the  merchand  estate 
and  shipping  is  much  prejudged  ;   therefor  they  ordaine  the  clerk  to  eik  to  the 
said  patent  ane  commission  to  the  saids  commissioners  in  their  conventions  to 
sett  down  lawes  and  orders  for  governing  of  the  shipping  and  for  guideing  masters 
and  mariners  of  this  kingdome  wheresoever  they  travell,  outwith  or  inwith  this 
kingdome,  shall  be  subject  to  such  laws  and  orders  as  the  saids  merchands  and 
mariners  shall  be  enjoyned  into  in  all  things  ;   with  power  to  every  burgh  within 
themselves  to  putt  the  saides  lawes  to  execution  ;  and  with  power  also  to  the 
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saids  commissioners,  aither  be  themselves  or  judges  foresaids,  at  the  instance  of  Appendix  I. 
the  agent  or  any  other  particular  party,  to  execute  the  same,  with  all  other  clauses  ^tfT631°49 
needfull,  whereanent  thir  presents  shall  be  their  warrand,     And  ordains  Mr  John  : 


Hay  to  be  acquainted  herewith  and  be  desired  to  use  his  best  means  for  passing  shipping, 
of  the  signatui-e  with  this  addition  forsaid  ;  if  not,  to  wrytt  over  the  said  signa-  privileges  of 
ture  leaving  out  the  said  commission  anent  the  shipping,  and  with  diligence  to    ^^^  ^'  ^^  ™  ' 
send  the  samen  hither  ;  and  ordains  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  to  advance  the 
soume  of  530  merks  for  expedeing  of  the  said  signature  ;  and  the  saids  commis- 
sioners for  themselves  and  in  name  of  the  haill  remanent  burrows  oblidges  them 
to  repay  the  samen  at  the  next  general  convention  without  any  further  warning 
or  premonition  to  be  made  to  them,  and  in  case  of  not  payment  at  the  tyme  fore- 
said to  pay  the  same  vnth  interest  due  therefor.     And  the  saids  burrows  and  the 
said  master  John  Hay  to  report  their  diligence  anent  the  premisses  to  the  next 
general  convention,  and  the  said  matter  to  be  remembered  at  the  next  conven- 
tion.    (30.) 

Ordains  ane  letter  to  be  written  to  Mr  John  Hay  for  stopping  of  putting  ane  Old  act  of  par 
old  act  of  parliament  to  execution.  ament. 

Ordaines  that  maltmen  should  take  no  more  betwixt  a  boll  of  bear  and  malt  Maltmen. 
but   6s.  8d.,  seeing  commodities  is  risen  to  greater  price  than  they  were  at  the 
makeing  of  this  act.     (30.) 

There  being  maney  persons  of  the  merohand  estate  projectors  of  monopolies  ^™*''°^®'  •^^^'^ 
■which  are  very  prejudicial!  to  the  interest  of  burrows,  therefor  it  is  ordained  to  Addition  the 
be  added  to  the  burges  oath  that  no  freeman  shall  project  any  monopolies  directly  Purges  oath. 
or  indirectly,  prejudiciall  to  the  burgh  or  burrows,  and  that  none  putt  to  their 
hands  and  give  declarations  in  favours  of  any  patent  prejudicial  to  the  merchand 
estate  without  advyce  of  the  councill  of  the  burgh  whereof  he  is  a  member.     (33). 

Ordains  that  the  secret  council  be  supplicated  for  causeing  coin  small  pieces  To  ooyn  small 
of  silver  for  exchange  according  to  the  exigencie  of  the  people  for  things  of  small  P^^^es  of 
value,  seeing  there  is  notliing  passing  now  but  dollars,  and  these  small  pieces  to 
be  different  from  the  reckoning  of  England,  viz.,  16d.  pieces,  2d.  pieces,  and  32d. 
pieces.     (34.) 

Statuts  that  these  that  passes  by  the  staple  port  with  their  staple  or  forraigne  Staple  port, 
goods,  that  the  conservator  shall  seize  upon  the  goods  when  they  shall  happen  to 
have  any  at  the  said  port  and  cause  them  pay  double  dues,  and  ordaines  the  burgh 
to  uplift  the  dues  from  the  burgesses  that  they  should  have  payed  there  in  caise 
they  carry  their  staple  goods  anywhere  else.      (35.) 

The  burrowes,  haveing  several  tymes  written  to  the  magistrats  of  Camphier  Resolution  to 
anent  several  grievances  sustained  by  the  Scots  merchands  there,  received  no  p^^f ®  rltpect 
answer,  att  last  wrote  ane  positive  letter  to  know  their  mind  as  to  the  redressing  grievances  not 
of  the  saids  grievances  and  gave  commission  to  the  conservator  to  treat  with  redressed. 
Midleburgh  and  other  places  anent  what  conditions  they  would  offer  (blank)  they 
would  transport  the  staple.     (36.) 
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Abst™?of'  Ordaines  the  conservator  to  rectifye  the  abuses  of  the  faetors  takeing  two 

acts,  1631-49.     and  ane  half  of  the  hundred  and  rebateing  of  briefes  that  is  without  hazard,  and 

Complaints       yet  takes  their  full  factor  fee  and  makes  the  merohands  abyde  the  day  of  the 

againstfactors.  brieff ;  as  also  the  merchands  {blank)  with  the  factors  is  grown  to  ane  great  abuse 

as  they  make  feasts  thereupon  ;  and  lykeways  when  any  merchands  sells  any  goods 

of  his  own  they  refuse  to  accept.     Item,  the  factor  takes  ten  per  cent  in  the  year 

whereas  they  should  take  but  eight.      (37.) 

Wedderburn's  Ordaines  Wedderburns  grammar  to  be  used  be  all  schoolmasters  and  taught 

taught  in  in  Schools  within  the  kingdom.      (38.) 

schools.  Ordaines  the  clerks  to  draw  up  ane  haill  index  of  all  the  statuts,  constitutions, 

Index  of  acts.    ^^^  matters  contained  in  the  register  of  the  acts  of  burrows.      (40.) 
Sir  John  Hay,  There  is  report  made  be  Sir  John  Hay  anent  his  diligence  at  London  as  to 

dtugence  a^      what  particulars  the  burrows  had  enjoyned  him  and  gave  particular  accompt  of 
court.  every  point  as  follows  : — (45.) 

Item,  anent  the  several  heads  of  the  missive  concerning  the  several  commis- 
sions given  to  Sir  John  Hay  for  dealling  with  his  Majesty  in  the  matters  after 
specifeit,  compeared  the  said  Sir  John  and  declared  the  first,  conforme  to  one  of 
the  instructions  given  to  him  be  the  commissioners  conveened  at  Perth,  23  of 
September  1  631,  ordaineing  him  to  deall  with  his  Majestic  for  ratification  of  the 
patent  granted  to  the  burrows  of  this  kingdome  of  their  ships  and  goods  in  pay- 
ment of  custome  in  England  and  Ireland  as  the  natives  there,  and  especially  for 
makeing  of  the  samen  eifectuall  in  Ireland,  he  had  procured  a  new  gift  of  the 
equality  of  customes  in  all  his  Majesties  kingdoms,  under  his  Majesties  great  seal, 
dated  at  "Westminster  10th  April  last,  which  the  said  Sir  John  produced,  con- 
forme  whereunto  there  was  the  lyke  granted  in  Scotland  under  the  great  seal] 
thereof  to  his  Majesties  subjects  in  England  and  Ireland,  and  declared  that  the 
same  was  intimat  lawfully  throw  the  ports  and  burrows  of  England  ;  as  likeways 
ane  copie  of  the  said  patent  signed  by  his  Majestie  direct  to  the  deputes  of  Ireland, 
with  ane  other  letter  for  publishing  thereof  there.  And  anent  the  eight  act  of  the 
particular  convention  holden  at  Perth  the  23  September  1631,  anent  the  burghs 
of  barrony  and  commission  given  to  him  for  suppressing  of  their  encroachments 
upon  the  free  burghs,  declared  that  he  had  procured  ane  letter  from  his  Majesty 
to  the  lords  of  session,  conforme  to  their  commission  which  was  delyvered  to 
them,  as  lykeways  to  the  lords  of  councill,  willing  them  that  in  no  erection  of 
burghs  of  barrony  hereafter  there  be  no  farder  liberty  granted  to  them  in  any 
patent  then  by  the  lawes  of  this  kingdome  competent  to  any  burgh  of  barrony, 
and  that  none  of  them  hereafter  be  erected  with  any  priviledges  which  be  the 
lawes  of  this  kingdome  are  proper  to  burghs  royall.  And  anent  the  patent  pro- 
cured be  Robert  Buchan  of  the  fishing  of  the  peell  in  Scotland,  which  by  the  said 
commission  he  is  ordained  to  procure  the  recalling  thereof,  the  said  Sir  John 
produced  a  letter  from  his  Majestie  to  the  lords  of  councill,  with  ane  copie  thereof, 
willing  them  to  conveen  before  them  the  said  Kobert  and  discharge  the  said  patent 
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and  publish  the  said  discharge  and  expead  no  other  thereafter,  as  the  letter  dated  Appendix  I. 
at  Oatlands,  the  last  of  July  last,  bears.  And  anent  the  fifth  act  of  the  last  ^^^^''^ggwa 
convention,  holden  att  Edinburgh  the  twenty-sixth  of  April  last,  ordaining  the        ' 


said  Sir  John  to  deall  with  his  Majestie  anent  the  act  of  parliament  made  anent  r^ort  of  his''' 
maltmen,  the  said  Sir  John  produced  a  letter  from  his  Majestie  to  the  lords  of  diligence  at 
councill,  willing  them  to  sett  ane  new  price  according  to  the  tyme  betwixt  the  '^° 
boll  of  barley  and  the  boll  of  malt,  and  in  the  meantyme  discharging  the  execu- 
tion of  the  former  act  dated  att  Oatland  last  of  July  last.  And  likeways  pro- 
duced a  letter  direct  be  his  Majestie,  willing  that  no  new  gift  be  expede  tuitching 
the  office  of  constabulary  till  the  commissioners  of  free  burrows  be  lawfully  cited 
and  heard  to  object ;  and  if  any  question  arise  anent  their  libertys  to  remitt  the 
same  to  the  judge  ordinar.  And  sicklyke,  the  said  Sir  John  reported  that  he 
being  informed  that  there  was  some  persons  bussied  in  procui'ing  certain  patents 
for  manufactories  for  cloath  and  stuif  within  this  kingdome,  and  least  the  burghs 
should  suffer  prejudice  therein,  that  he  had  procured  a  letter  to  his  Majesties 
councill  wilKng  them  to  call  before  them  the  councill  of  Edinburgh,  or  such  other 
burghs  as  they  shall  find  willing  to  undertake  the  inbringing  of  tradesmen,  and 
to  grant  them  such  priviledges  as  may  encourage  them,  restraining  all  others 
during  their  tyme,  dated  at  Oatlands  the  last  of  July  last.  And  sicklyke 
produced  ane  letter  from  his  Majestie  to  the  present  commissioners,  willing  them 
to  contribute  their  endeavours  for  bringing  the  woi'k  of  fishing  to  perfection,  for 
which  his  Majestie  promises  to  mentaine  and  defend  their  libertyes,  dated  at 
Beaulie  the  15  of  August  last.     (45.) 

The  expences  of  Sir  John  Hay,  his  jurney  to  London,  since  the  year  1629,  Sir  John  Hay's 
being  employed  by  the  burrows,  extends  to  24,000  li.,  which  Edinburgh   did ''^P™'=<=^  *° 
advance,  and  the  burrows  obleidges  them  to  pay  the  samen  at  3  termes,  Edinburgh 
paying  their  proportion  of  the  said  soume  conforme  to  the  taxt  roll.      (45.) 

There  is  ane  act  anent  supplicating  his  Majestie  that  restraint  may  be  taken  Imported 
off  for  importing  of  victuall  as  follows : — That  whereas  victuall  throw  all  Europe  "'=t"*ll- 
is  become  the  prime  and   chiefest  commodoty  whereby  all  trade  is  maintained, 
which  commoditie  is  here  suppressed  even  in  tymes  not  fitting  and  ane  unneces- 
sar  restraint  of  importing  established,  therefor  the  commissioners  finds  it  expe- 
dient to  supplicat  his  Majesty  for  causing  ane  settled  order  to  be  taken  whereby 
it  may  be  licentiat  that  at  all  tymes  it  be  lawfull  to  the  merchands,  without  any 
imposition  or  custome,  to  import  victuall   from   forraigne  countries   to  girnell, 
keep,   and  transport  the  samen  againe  alse  freely,   provideing  alwayes  at  the 
incoming  of  the  said  victuall  the  importer  shall  find  caution  not   to   sell   the 
samen  againe  within  the  countrie,  the  boll  of  wheat  being  at  40  merks  and  the 
boll  of  oatmeall  at  eight  merks;  which  licence  might  tend  to  the  great  enriching 
of  the  countrie  and  prove  a  great  mean  of  holding  in  of  money  the  tyme  of 
necessity.     And  for  this  effect  they  ordaine  Sir  John  Hay  to  insist  with  his 
Majesty   hereanent   and   to   lay   open   what   commodity  may  redound    to    the 
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Abstraofof '  ''°"'^*"^.  ^^^  incomniodity  they  sustaine  be  the  restraint  forsaid.     As  likeways 

acts,  1631-49.  *°  supplicat  his  Majestic  anent  the  manner  of  money.     And  the  said  Sir  John  to 

Imported  report  his  diligence  hereanent  to  the  next  general  convention  of  burrowes.     And 

victuall.  this  to  be  ane  head  of  the  next  missive.     (46.) 

Commission  Commission  to  Sir  John  Hay  to  go  to  London  anent  the  fishing  and  reserved 

anent  fishing,  places.      (47.) 

Sir  J^toHa*"         Several  instructions  given  to  Sir  John  Hay  when  he  went  up  to  court  as 
'^^'  follows,  viz. : — (49.) 

Imprimis,  the  saids  commissioners  shall  informe  his  Majesty  of  the  necessity 
of  reservation  of  the  lochs  of  the  main  land  and  isles  and  others,  contained  in 
the  declaration  given  in  be  them  to  the  privie  councill,  and  to  humbly  supplicate 
his  Majesty  to  ratify  the  samen.  Next,  if  his  Majesty  shall  insist  for  the  further 
enlargement  of  the  saids  places,  to  declare  to  his  Majestie  their  willingness  and 
that  they  have  taken  to  their  consideration  how  the  samen  work  may  be  most 
profitable  and  upon  sure  grounds  begun  and  continued,  and  have  thought  fitt  in 
all  humility  to  represent  to  his  Majesty  the  great  oppression  and  wrongs  done 
to  his  Majesties  subjects  be  the  subjects  of  the  estates  of  the  Low  Countreys, 
and  be  the  Hamburgers  and  Brymers,  be  encroaching  upon  the  seas  and  coasts 
of  Scotland  and  upon  the  Isles  of  Zetland  and  Orknay,  and  now  lately  upon  the 
isles  in  the  Lewis,  to  the  great  detriment  of  his  Majesties  subjects  ;  and  if  the 
samen  be  continued  it  is  likely  that  these  rich  fisheries  which  formerly  hes  been  the 
means  of  the  trade  shall  be  made  unprofitable  to  his  Majesties  subjects;  and  there- 
for to  show  their  willingness  to  advance  all  his  Maiesties  designes,  that  they  would 
humbly  entreat  his  Majestie  to  free  the  seas  of  Scotland  and  isles  of  the  samen 
of  the  bushes  of  the  saids  Northlands  and  other  strangers  resorting  to  the  Isles  of 
Orknay  and  Zetland,  at  least  to  free  the  coasts  of  the  said  kingdome  of  the  saids 
bushes  or  other  fisher  boats  of  the  Netherlands,  the  space  of  28  or  14  myles;  and 
to  discharge  them  to  have  any  fishing  near  the  coasts  of  the  said  mainland  or  isles, 
and  the  Hamburghers  and  Brymers  of  that  trade  within  Zetland  or  Orknay, 
otherways  than  according  to  the  lawes  of  Scotland  ;  for  the  which  they  as  his 
Majesties  most  humble  subjects  will  ofier  to  his  Majestie  this  his  Majesties  most 
royal  1  work  of  fishing  to  the  utmost  of  their  power,  be  setting  furth  such  ane 
competent  number  of  bushes  as  shall  proportionably  fall  to  their  part,  and  use 
all  other  means  for  improveing  of  the  saids  fishings  of  the  isles  and  lochs  of  the 
samen  and  of  the  mainland  of  this  kingdome,  but  also  will  consent  that  his 
Majesty  grant  liberty  to  the  subjects  of  England  and  Ireland  who  shall  be  free 
of  the  association  of  the  fishings,  intendit  freely  to  fish  in  all  the  seas  of  the  said 
kingdome  and  isles  thereof  and  lochs  of  the  main  land  and  isles  of  the  same  in 
the  same  manner  as  they  doe,  exceptand  always  the  particular  firths  of 
Lothian,  Murray  and  Dumbarton,  and  the  bounds  reserved  for  the  salmond 
fishing  and  indemnity  thereof,  contained  in  the  declaration  given  in  be  the 
lords  of  his  Majesties  privie  counsell,  both  nobiUtie  and  gentry,  and  the  said 
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commissioners  of  burrows  ;  in  the  which  case  and  noe  otherways  they  declare  Appendix  T. 
they  are  able  to  grant  the  said  enlargement  without  their  own  undoing  utterly  ;  ■*^'^^*'^ig3i°49 
therefore  humbly  to  supplicat  his  Majestie  that  since  the  fishing  within  the  isles  : 


and  lochs  of  the  same  and  main  land  of  this  kingdom  will  be  unprofitable  if  any  gir  John  Hay. 
bush  fishing  be  permitted  betwixt  the  Fairayhead  in  Strathnaver  and  the  north 
eastmost  point  of  the  Lewis,  or  within  the  seas  lyand  within  the  saids  two 
points  of  the  Lewis  and  1 4  myles  from  the  eastmost  point  of  the  said  Isle  of  the 
Lewis,  and  therefor  his  Majesty  would  be  pleased  to  discharge  any  bush  fishing 
there  ;  with  liberty  always  to  the  association  to  fish  within  the  saids  bounds  in 
manner  as  is  presently  accustomed  be  the  natives,  whilk  is  most  usefull  in  these 
parts.  As  also  that  his  Maiestie  would  be  pleased  to  discharge  any  bush  fishing 
there,  and  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  remove  the  strangers  furth  of  the  Lewis 
and  isles  adjacent  thereto,  and  to  appoint  the  tymes  of  the  fishing  as  follows, 
viz.,  the  bush  fishing  upon  the  east  coast  the  24  June  yearly,  and  the  Isles  fish- 
ing the  first  of  September  yearly.  Farder,  since  the  liberty  of  trade  and  packing 
and  peilling  of  fishes  granted  be  his  Majesties  predecessor  to  the  free  royall  bur- 
rowes  of  this  realme,  and  that  they  at  his  Majesties  desire  consents  that  all  the 
members  of  the  association,  English  and  Irish,  shall  be  free  to  pack  and  peill 
fishes  and  export  the  samen,  that  therefor  his  Majesty  might  discharge  them 
from  any  other  trade  within  the  said  kingdome  and  isles  thereof,  and  that  they 
hire  none  of  the  fishers  of  the  said  kingdom  and  isles  thereof  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  natives,  and  that  they  associat  no  strangers  to  themselves,  and  that 
English  nor  Irish  shall  fish  any  salmond  fishing  within  the  said  kingdom  or  isles 
thereof. 

As  also,  it  may  please  his  Majesty  to  grant  to  the  subjects  of  Scotland  of  the  Fishing  in 
said  association  liberty  to  fish  freely  in  all  their  coasts  and  seas  of  England  and  fj'ifh  se^!"^ 
Ireland   and   isles  of  the  samen,   and  that  alsewell   herrings  and  whitefish   as 
pillsheats,  and  that  upon  the  samen  conditions,  libertyes  and  payment  of  customes, 
as  the  natives  doe,  and  with  the  lyke  liberty  to  pack  and  peill  upon  the  maiue 
land  and  export  the  samen  furth  thereof. 

They  are  also   to  supplicate  his  Majestie  that  this  their  consent  to  the  Liberties  of 
inlargement  of  trade  in  the  matter  of  fishing  may  not  be   prejudiciall  to   the  burrows. 
liberties  of  the  saids  royall  burrows  in  no  other  point  of  the  samen,  and  it  would 
please  his  Majestie  to  ratify  and  approve  the  liberties  alse  weill  in  packing  and 
peilling  of  fishes  and  exportation  of  the  samen  as  in  all  other  parts  granted  to 
them. 

They  are  also  to  will  their  commissioner  in  all  the  treatie  of  the  fishings  to  Association  of 
advert  the  samen  to  be  done  to  the  most  advantage  and  least  prejudice  of  the  ^^''^^^S- 
burrows. 

Item,  to  procure  ane  ratification  of  the  patent  granted  to  the  burrows  of  ^^=J.°*^™  °^ 
payment  of  customes  in  England  and  their  ships  in  Ireland  as  the  natives  there.  ""^^ 
And  since  in  Ireland,  notwithstanding  of  the  .said  patent,  there  is  ten  shillings  of 
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Appendix  I.      custome  of  the  tunn  of  wines  imported  within  Ireland  in  Scotts  bottomes,  that 
^tfT631°i9.    ^^®  Majestie  would  discharge  the  samen  and  ordaine  the  said  patent  to  be  obeyed 

in  all  points. 

Burghs  of  bar-         Lastlie,  to  informe  his  Majestie  anent  the  prejudice  sustained  be  the  free 
rony.  royall  burrows  in  erection  of  burghs  of  barrony,  and  therefor  to  supplicat  his 

Majestie  for  remead  thereof. 
To  acquaint  And  finally,  whatsomever  shall  be  incident  and  which  may  concerne  the  bur- 

withall?mer-    rows  to  obviat  the  same  and  advertise  the  toun  of  Edinburgh.      (52.) 
gent  affairs.  There  is  commission  given  to  Edinburgh  to   treat  with  the   secret  councUl 

Anent  dollars.    ^^^^^  ^he  dollars  and  money. 

Verification  of  Statut  anent  the  verification  of  the  missive  and  which  way  the  samen  is 

the  missive.  /  k  ^  ^ 

proven.     (56.) 

Skippers,  port-         Statut  that  no  portage  shall  be  allowed  to  masters  and  mariners  but  that 
^gs-  such  competent  allowance  be  given  to  them  in  their  hyres  whereby  they  may  live 

honestly,  and  that  no  freeman  shall  be  partner  with  ane  unfree  skipper  under 
the  paine  of  ane  hundred  pound.  Followes  the  tenor  of  the  statute  : — The  com- 
missioners of  burrows  being  conveened,  the  36  and  47  acts  of  the  last  generall 
convention  of  burrows  holden  at  Montrose,  July  1632,  concerning  the  tradeiug 
of  unfree  skippers  and  restraineing  of  freemen  to  be  partners  with  them,  the 
present  commissioners  statuts  that  there  shall  be  no  portage  allowed  to  masters 
and  mariners,  but  such  competent  allowance  be  given  them  in  their  hyres  where- 
by they  may  live  honestly  ;  and  whereas  in  the  matter  of  fishing  it  might  seem 
the  allowance  of  portage  to  be  necessar,  its  thought  fitt  and  ordained  that  the 
merohand  that  imployes  them  shall  agree  with  them  for  their  portage  before  the 
hand.  And  farder  for  restraineing  of  unfree  skippers  dwelling  at  unfree  ports, 
it  is  statute  and  ordained  that  in  no  tyme  comeing  merchands  be  partners  either 
in  ships  or  goods  with  the  saids  unfree  skippers,  under  the  paine  of  ane  hundred 
pund  and  deprivation  of  their  liberties.  And  the  said  commissioners  ordaines 
that  all  such  burgesses  as  are  for  the  present  partners  with  them  shall,  betwixt 
and  the  next  generall  convention,  free  themselves  of  the  s"hips  belonging  to 
them,  or  otherways  draw  them  to  their  own  parts,  under  the  said  paine. 
And  ordaines  ilk  commissioner  to  intimat  the  samen  to  their  burghs,  and  ilk 
burgh  to  intimat  the  samen  to  their  nighbours,  and  putt  the  samen  to  due 
execution,  under  the  paine  of  fourty  pound,  and  to  report  their  diligence  there- 
anent  to  the  next  general  convention ;  and  this  to  be  ane  head  of  the  next 
missive.  (57.) 
Ane  exellent  There  is  an  act  of  parliament  in  favours  of  burrows,  granted  in  the  year  1633, 

ment,  privi-"  ^^  followeth  : — In  the  parliament  holden  at  Edinburgh  upon  the  28  June  1633, 
our  Soveraigne  Lord  and  estates  of  this  present  parliament  hes  ratifyed  and 
approved,  and  be  thir  presents  ratifyes  and  approves  of  all  new  acts  and  statutes 
of  parliament  made  be  his  Majesties  predecessors  in  favours  of  the  free  burrowes, 
with  all  priviledges,  &c.,  granted  and  given  to  the  haill  burrows  in   any  tyme 
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bypast  be  any  of  ouv  Soveraigne  Loi-ds  progenitors,  with  all  that  hes  followed  or  Appendix  I. 
may  follow  thereupone,  and  decerns  and  ordaines  the  satnen  to  have  full  force,  ^^^^^lyoi^L 
strength,  and  effect  in  all  tyme  comeing,  suae  that  the  sanien  may  be  putt  to  due 


execution  in  all  points  ;  and  especially,  without  prejudice  of  tlie  generality  above  aJt  of  pTrUa-'' 
written,  ratifys  the  act  of  parliament  made  be  King  James  3d,  1466,  ordaining  nient,  privi- 
that  none  saill  nor  pass  in  merchandizeing  out  of  the  realme  but  freemen,  bur-  '®'*8'*'^- 
gesses,  or  their  familijirs,  factors,  servants  being  with  them  in  household  at  meat 
and  drink,  excepting  and  reserving  to  the  prelats,  lords,  barrons  and  clerks,  as  in 
the  said  act  is  contained,  and  all  other  exceptions  contained  in  any  other  act  of 
parliament  in  force  preceding  the  day  and  date  hereof;  and  sicklike  the  act  of 
parliament  made  be  King  James  the  4th,  1503,  cap.  84,  ordaining  that  noe  per- 
son dwelling  out  of  burrows  use  any  merchandize,  nor  yet  top  nor  sell  wax,  wine, 
silks,  spices,  nor  sicklyke  stuff,  staple  goods,  and  that  none  pack  nor  peill  in  Lieth 
nor  other  places  without  the  Kings  burrows,  under  the  escheat  of  the  goods  shall 
be  toped,  sold,  packed  or  peilled,  to  incurr  that  statute  ;  and  sicklike  the  152  act 
K.  Ja.  6th,  12  pai\,  ordaineing  that  noe  person  exerce  the  trafficque  of  mer- 
chandize but  burgesses  of  free  burrows,  under  the  paine  of  escheat  of  their  haill 
goods,  giveing  poure  to  every  burgh  be  themselves  or  collector  or  commissioner 
depute  to  search  the  saids  unfreemens  goods,  intromitt  with  the  samen  as  escheat, 
either  within  the  countrey  or  any  other  part,  to  arreist,  call,  follow  and  pursue 
befor  any  unsuspect  baillies  to  be  creat  be  them;  as  also  the  6th  act  of  K.  Ja. 
6th,  pari.  9,  ordaining  letters  of  horning  to  be  direct  against  unfreemen  to  find 
caution  for  desisting  from  usurping  of  the  libertyes  ;  declareing  that  the  saids 
liberties  and  priviledges  mentioned  in  the  said  acts  are  only  competent  to  royall 
burrowes  that  hes  vote  in  parliament,  discharging  all  others  of  all  useing  and 
exerceing  of  the  saids  libertyes  and  priviledges  ;  and  ordaines  letters  of  horning 
to  be  direct  be  the  lords  of  councill  at  the  instance  of  all  burrowes  upon  the 
saids  priviledges  and  former  acts  of  parliament  made  thereupon  without  calling  of 
any  partie.      (62.) 

There  is  ane  act  ratifying  former  acts  concerning  the  convention   of  burrows  ^^00  merks 
and  sending  their  commissioners  to  parliament  as  folio wes :   Forsuaemeikle  as  the  ^il^n'dsforpro- 
commissioners  of  burrowes,  resenting  the  favour  and  kindness  done  be  their  friends  curing  act. 
at  this  last  parliament,  therefor  gives  and  grants  for  passing  of  the  acts  of  parlia- 
ment made  in  favours  of  the  burrows  1000  merks,  and  ordaines  the  agent  to  bor- 
row the  same  upon  the  ordinar  profite  and  to  have  it  in  readiness  against  the  next 
particular  meeting,  whom  they  ordaine  to  delyver,  with  remembrance  of  the  bur- 
rowes goodwill ;  and  ordanes  ilk  burgh  to  be  requyred  for  sending  their  part  of 
the  said  soume  with  the  said  interest  to  the  next  general  convention  of  burrows 
conforme  to  the  taxt  roll,  under  the  pain  of  20  li.  ilk  burgh,  by  and   attour  ane 
payment  of  the  said  principall  soume  and  interest.      (64.)  Severall  parti- 

Appoints  several  burrows  to  meet  and  consider  upon  the  particulars  follow-  pulars  concern- 
.  .  .  incf  tiwhiiig, 

ing,  viz.,  the  enlargeing  of  the  places  reserved  in  the  matter  of  the  fishings,  the  trade,  etc. 
2  3  Y 
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Appendix  I.  inequality  of  trade  betwixt  this  Kingdome  and  England,  new  impositions  in 
acts  'Tesi  -49.  France,  oppression  of  the  Dunkirkers,  the  new  extraordinar  taxations,  anent  the 
^  ,,  ^._  tanners,  maltmen,  correction  house,  forbidden  goods  out  of  England,  manufac- 
culars concern-  tories,  putting  the  plaideing  to  the  mercats  in  folds,  patent  of  the  pearle,  bleatching 
mg  fishing,       -with,  lyme,  importing  of  victuall,  the  matter  of  the  coine  and  course  dollars,  and 

the  penal  statute  anent  the  transporting  of  money.      (64.) 
Making  ane  Item,  500  merks  to  Guthry,  clerk,  and  40  li  to  his  servant,  for  his  pains  in 

makeing  a  table  of  the  acts.      (64.) 
Price  of  ordin-         Ordaines  the  ordinarie  of  all  burghs  when  the  commissioners  are  to  meet  to 
Scots^"*'  ^^'    b«^  «^^o"t  12  shilling  Scots.     (65.) 
Staple  poi-t.  Ordaines  severall  burghs  whose  trafecquers  had  passed  by  the  staple  port  and 

not  payed  their  dues,  to  putt  such  persons  under  caution  to  compear  befor  them  in 

the  next  convention.      (66.) 
The  English  Notwithstanding  the  societie  of  Scotts  and  English  was  not  fully  settled,  yet 

treitvessells  the  English  did  outreik  their  veshelLs  for  fishing,  which  the  burrowes  feared  would 


ou 


rows  took inui  ^®  ^^^^  pi'ejudiciall  to  them,  therefor  they  appointed  severalls  of  their  number  to 
pairt.  meet  and  consider  thereof.     (68.) 

Discharges  Discharges  all  unfreemen  from   makeing  mercat  louse  or  loade  contrair  to 

louseing  and     ^jjg  g^g^  q£  parliament  in  prejudice  of  burrowes  in  the  chanonrie  of  Ross,  Eosa- 

marknie,  Dingwall,  and  Cromartie.      (74.) 
The  ministers  Augments  the  stipend  of  ane  Spang,  minister  at  Campheir,  30  gilders,  make- 

stipend  at         ing  in  all  eleven  hundred  gilders.      (76.) 

gilders.  There  is  an  act  approveing  Mr  Alexander  Guthries  diligence  at  London  anent 

Report  be  the  affaires  of  the  burrows,  containeing  the  particulars  done  be  him  at  London, 
diH^gence°lt''''  '^  follows  :— Compeared  William  Gray  and  Mr  Alexander  Guthrie  and  made 
court.  report  of  their  haill  proceedings  with  his  Majesty  of  the  haill  particulars  follow- 

ing, and  produced  the  coppie  of  his  Majesties  letter  direct  to  the  lords  of  session, 
discharging  them  to  proceed  in  the  matter  of  tyths  of  the  Isles  ;  as  likeways  the 
coppie  of  the  letter  to  the  same  effect  to  the  Bishop  of  the  Isles,  the  principall 
whereof  was  delyvered  to  the  saids  lords  of  session  and  Bishop  of  the  Isles  ;  as 
likewayes,  produced  two  severall  letters  direct  to  the  commissioners  of  burrows 
whilks  were  instantly  read,  the  one  thereof  for  dividing  the  inhabitants  in 
several  companies  for  better  mannadging  of  trade,  the  other  for  erecting  com- 
panies of  manufactories  among  them  ;  as  also,  produced  ane  signature  anent  the 
erection  of  correction  houses  ;  as  also  ane  letter  to  the  lords  of  councill  for  dis- 
charging the  monopolies  of  pearle,  with  ane  letter  to  them  restraining  the  frequent 
granting  of  protections  ;  with  another  anent  the  renewing  of  the  patent  of  tan- 
ning ;  as  also  ane  coppie  of  ane  letter  to  the  thesaurer  principall  and  depute 
discharging  the  executione  of  that  penal  statute  made  anent  the  transporting  of 
money ;  as  likeways  declared  their  proceeding  against  the  Lord  of  Spynie,  hig 
patent,  referred  be  jthe  parliament  to  the  councill ;  and  last,  declared  their 
proceedings  in  the  ^rnatter  of  association  of   the    fishings,  and  anent   the   late 
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restraint  in  Ireland  and  mutual!  participation  of  all  native  commodities  betwixt  Appendix  I. 
the  three  kingdomes  ;  wherein  they  declared  that  they  fand  his  Maiestie  verie  f^t^*ie3\°49 
willing  and   that    they  only  lacked  time  for  prosecuting  the  samen  to  the  final 


conclusion  thereof.      With  the  which  proceedings  the  present  commissioners  were  The  Sabbath 
Weill  pleased  and  allowed  therof.      (82.)  observed  at 

Ordaines  the  conservator  to  see  the  Sabbath  day  keeped  at  Campheir.      (88.)  Campheir. 

Discharges  any  inhabitants  of  burghs  to  putt  their  names  or  amies  upon  the  Privat  persons 
publick  works  of  the  burgh.       (88.)  ith-Tameson 

The  burrowes  resolves  to  erect  companies  for   the  better  mannadgement   of  publick  works. 

trade  and  for  advanoeing  of  the  native  commodities,  and  considerina;  tlie  sood  Erectmg  of 

.  o  &  trade   etc. 

that  will  redound  to  the  cities  where  trade  is  ordered,  therefor  ordaines  BJin-  ' 

burgh  to  sett  doun  such  articles  and  lawes  as  they  shall  think  meet  and  present 

the  samen  to  the  first  convention.      (90.) 

Elects  Hendry  Alexander,  sone  to  the    Earle  of  Stirling,   to  prosecut  the  Agent  at 
affairs  of  burrows  at  London.      (90.)  London. 

Elects  John  Trotter,  younger,  to  goe  to  France  anentthe  down  getting  of  the  Imposition  in 
new  imposition  layed  upon  Sootts  goods  comeing  to  France.      (90.) 

Ordaines  that   ane   supplication  be  presented  to  the  King  and  councill  for  Patent  of 
recalling  of  ane  patent  of  tobacco.      (93.)  recalled. 

There  is  commission  granted  to  one  Cockburn,  provost  of  Haddingtoun,  for  Burghs  of 
agenting  and  following  furth  the  debate  betwixt  the  royal  burghs  and  the  burghs  ^^''^'^'^J'' 
of  barrony,  and  allows  two  thousand  merks  for  that  effect.      (97.) 

Ordaines  that  when  any  outland  person  is  admitted  burges  that  he  shall  first  j^iy  1635. 
make  faith  solemnly  that  he  is  not  pursued  be  any  other  burgh  or  be  the  agent  in  Admission  of 
generall  for  usurping  against  the  libertyes  of  any  other  burgh,  which  declaration  bu^p.^^f-^' 
being  taken  and  the  pei-son  found  to  be  pursued  in  manner  forsaid,  it  shall  not  be 
lawfuU  to  any  burgh  to  admitt  him  before  first  he  satisfie  the  desire  of  the  said 
pursuit  and  become  ane  actual  resident  with  them  and  find  caution  not  to  remove 
under  the  paine  of  j°  lib.  and  deprivation  of  their  liberties.      (103.) 

Commission  to  several  burghs  to  treat  with  the  secret  councill  anent  the  Tunnadge. 
tunnadge.      (105.) 

Commission  to  several  burghs  to  sett  ane  new  taxt  roll.     (108.)  '^^^^  ''''^'• 

Ordaines  ane  100  li.  sterling  to  be  given  to  the  agent  at  court,  yearly.     (109)  -*-gent  at 

There  is  produced  be  the  agent  the  patent  of  correction  houses  under  his  patent  acts 
Majesties  great  seall,  together  with  a  proclamation  forbidding  the  bleatching  with  &c.,  produced. 
lyme,  with  the  double  of  the  charter  of  association,  as  also  ane  act  of  council  anent 
the  order  to  be  taken  with  the  playding;  which  are  recommendit  to  the  burghs  to 
see  the  samen  observed.     (HI.) 

There  is  ane  report  made  by  John  Trotter  of  his  diligence  in  France  and  his  Expenses  to 
expences  comes  to  4173  franks.      (114.)  *''^™°''' 

The  convention  discharges  a  cautioner  for  a  factor  of  his  cautiourie  in  respect  Cautioner  for 
the  said  cautioner  had  payed  great  soumes  of  money,  and  the  discharge  is  only 
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Appendix  I.     from  the  date  thereof,  and  ordaines  ilk  burgh  to  acquaint  their  nighbor  that  such 
^tfT63149     *  Person  is  bankrupt  and  his  cautioner  is  liberat.      (113.) 

'• '  There  is  an  impost  laid  on  for  payment  of  John  Trotters  charges  for  8000 

on'for  Tnrtters  merks  which  Edinburgh  payes  him  and  they  repayed  by  the  said  impost.      (116.) 
expenses.  The  convention  declares  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  any  who  is  not  lawfully 

Factors.  admitted  factor  to  receave  any  goods  which  are  not  their  own  proper  goods  there- 

after sent  in  any  other  ship,  and  ordaines  the  conservator  to  see  the  samen  putt  to 
executione.     (117.) 
Conservators  The  conservator  being  bound  to  the  burrowes  for  serving  of  the  merchands 

"^^'  throw  the  haill  1 7  provinces,  therefor  ordaines  all  those  who  shall  happen  to  send 

any  coalls  or  other  goods  to  Holland,  or  to  any  other  part  within  the  said  17 
pi-ovinces,  to  make  good  and  thankfuU  payment  of  the  dues  pertaining  to  him, 
conforme  as  they  doe  in  Zeland,  under  the  paine  of  payment  of  double  thereof. 
(117.) 
Conservators  The  convention  augments  the  duties  of  the  conservator  to  24  stivers  upon  the 

^^^^-  seek  of  goods,  wherof  18  for  the  goods  and  six  stivers  for  the  ship,  and  ordaines 

all  merchands  that  comes  over  not  haveing  a  seek  of  goods  to  pay  five  shilling 
Fleymis,  provydeing  he  hes  not  sent  over  ana  seek  of  goods  halfe  ane  year  befor. 
(117.) 
Brokers  in  Discharges  any  to  make  use  of  brokers  in  the  Low  Countreys  but  such  as 

c"'    t"  s         shall  obleidge  them  in  all  questions  that  shall  arise  betwixt  them  and  other  mer- 
chands to  answer  befor  the  conservator  and  underlye  his  sentence.      (118.) 
New  taxt  roll.  There  is  ane  new  taxt  roll  of  the  royall  burrows  to  continue  the  space  of 

three  years  ay  and  while  the  samen  be  recalled.     Edinburgh's  proportion  is   28 
li.  15  s.  of  the  100.      (120.) 
Fishing,  lights         Commissionats  Alexander  Guthrie  to  London  anent  the  articles  proponed  to 
of  May.  them  by  Sir  James  Lockhart  concerning  the  fishing  and  lights  of  the  May  which 

are  very  prejudicial  to  the  burrows.      (123.) 
?J^1°°W36  Discharges  the  buying  of  playding  except  it  be  folded  up  in  folds  under  the 

Playding.   '      pain  of  unlaw.      (126.) 

Constant  coun-         There  was  at  this  tyme  ane  project  for  settling  of  a  constant  councill  within 

ciU  in  ilk  burgh  and  is  ordained  to  be  ane  head  of  the  next  missive.      (129.) 

Guthries  ^^  Alexander  Guthrie  returns  from  London  and  reports  that  his  Majestie 

report,  his  ex-  had  wrytten  to  the  session  for  administration  of  justice  betwixt  the  royall  bur- 

penses  i.  j,Q^g^  especially  Aire,  Rhenfrew,  Irwine,  and  that  he  {blank)'i\\B  matter  of  fishing 

to  the  committee  for  that  effect,  as  also  had  granted  ane  signature  for  erecting  of 

the  saids  lights,  but  had  written  to  the  lords  of  exchequer  for  staying  thereof  till 

the  burrows  was  heard.      His  charges  extended  to  4,600  li.      (134.) 

Customs,  book         Finds  it  convenient  to  make  offer  to  his  Majesty  of  two  of  the  100  of  customes 

w^monopo^"    '°  ^®  payed  of  all  goods  imported  whereof  custome  is  ordinarly  payed,  as  also  that 

liesl  etc.  his  Majesty  be  petitioned  in  their  names  for  establishing  the  book  of  raites  as  the 

samen  presently  does  stand,  and  for  ordaining  the  custome  of  the  goods  exported 
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to  benoe  otherwayes  uplifted  then  they  are  presently  conform  to  the  book  of  rates  't^^f^''?  J' 
and  decreets  given  in  favours  of  the  burrows,  and  alse  that  his  Majesty  be  peti-  acts,  1631-49. 
tioned  for  recalling  of  the  patents  of  the  lights  upon  the  May  and  tobacco,  and  Customs,  book 
commission  granted  be  information  of  Sir  James  Lockhart  anent  the  fishings,  and  of  raites,  fish- 
that  his  Majesty  would  be  pleased  to  stay  the  course  of  all  new  devices  and  J?^'  "^t™"^"" 
monopolies,  att  least  to  ordaine  the  samen  not  to  pass  till  theburrowes  be  wairned 
and  sufficiently  heard  thereanent,  and  in  all  other   things  which  may  concerne 
them  or  any  of  them.      (137.) 

Ordaines  to  oppose  the  erecting  of  Queensferrie  in  ane  royall  burgh  it  being  Queensferrie. 
[blank)  within  the  bounds  of  Linlithgow.      (137.) 

There  is  ane  act  anent  the  barrell  bind  and  other  particulars  for  the  good  of  Act  anent  fisli- 
the  fishing  as  followes  : — The  commissioners  of  burrows  being  conveened  anent  '°^' 
the  39  act  of  the  last  generall  convention  concerning  the  ordering  of  fishing,  the 
saids  commissioners  haveing  purused  what  hes  been  formerly  sett  down  aither 
anent  the  barrells  of  herring  or  for  sufiicient  packing  of  herring,  they  have  con- 
cluded for  the  good  of  the  saids  fishings  that  all  barrells  of  herring,  white  fish, 
and  biefe,  shall  containe  nine  gallons  of  the  Stirling  pynt  not  to  high  at  the 
bilge  and  of  ane  short  chine,  and  that  the  samen  shall  be  made  of  tight  and 
Weill  seasoned  timber  without  any  whyte  wood,  sufficiently  thick  both  for  hold- 
ing of  pickle  as  also  for  enduring  of  any  stress  in  the  handleing,  and  ilk  barrell 
to  be  girded  with  16  girths,  marked  at  the  bung  with  the  coupars  mark,  under 
the  paine  of  confiscation  thereof  if  any  of  them  shall  be  found  defective  in  any 
of  the  saids  points,  and  the  coupar  to  be  subject  in  ane  unlaw  toties  quoties. 
And  for  loyall  packing  they  have  concluded  that  whosoever  shall  intend  to  goe 
to  the  fishing  shall  carry  with  them  such  suficient  quantity  of  salt  as  they  may 
make  as  maney  fishes  as  their  ships,  barks,  &c.  shall  be  able  to  carrie,  compting 
four  barrels  of  French  salt  for  makeing  ane  last,  and  that  the  skipper  and  his 
company  shall  be  discharged  from  boreing  of  barrels  and  letting  out  of  the 
pickle,  under  the  paine  of  the  skippers  being  subject  to  the  damnadge  ;  and  that 
none  peill  any  herring  to  be  sold  att  all  under  the  pain  of  confiscation  thereof ; 
and  last,  that  all  herring  putt  ashoare  shall  be  repacked  be  ane  constant  and 
sworne  packer,  and  none  to  be  transported  before  they  be  repacked  ;  and  to  this 
effect  that  ilk  burgh  shall  have  a  sufficient  sworne  packer  for  repacking  of  all 
herrings  that  shall  come  to  the  said  burgh,  and  shall  be  answerable  for  the  suffi- 
ciency thereof;-  and  because  the  settling  of  this  order  will  depend  upon  the 
execution  of  this  act,  therefore  ordaines  ilk  burgh  to  be  required  to  send  their 
commissioners  sufficiently  instructed  thereanent  and  for  establishing  thereof 
to  the  next  general  convention,  and  this  to  be  ane  head  of  the  next  missive. 

(133.) 

There  is  ane  committee  appoynted  be  his  Majestic  concerning  the  estate  of  Committee 
the  coine  of  this  countrie  and  the  cause  of  the  scarcietie  thereof  and  proper  ^naTufacTo'rieJ! 
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Abstract  of 
acts,  1631-49. 

Fishing  and 
herring. 


Plaiding  and 
linneu. 

Statut  anent 
electioun  and 
counoill  of 
burrowB. 


remedies    of    the    samen,    as    likeways    erecting  manufacturories    towards    the 
improvement  of  the  native  commodities  of  this  countrie.     (144.) 

There  is  an  act  concerning  fishing  and  herring  as  follows  : — Forsaemeikle- 
as  anent  the  5th  act  of  the  particular  convention  of  burrowes,  holden  at  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  28  K^ovember  last,  concerning  the  ordering  of  the  herring 
fishings  within  this  kingdoms,  for  the  farder  improvement  of  the  saids  commodi- 
tyes,  alse  weill  for  the  honour  of  the  kingdoms  abroad  as  for  the  particular  com- 
modity and  profite  of  the  merchand  trader  therewith,  as  the  samen  is  sett  down 
in  the  said  act  both  anent  the  sufficiencie  of  the  barrells  wherein  the  saids 
herrings  are  packed,  as  also  anent  the  sufEciency  and  loyall  packing  of  the 
same  ;  which  act  being  red  and  considered  be  the  saids  commissioners  they  rati- 
fye  and  approve  the  same  in  all  heads,  articles,  and  clauses  thereof,  and  ordaines 
the  samen  to  be  inviolablie  keeped  be  them  in  all  tyme  hereafter  by  these 
whom  it  may  concerne  ;  with  this  addition  that  the  saids  commissioners  dis- 
charge makers  of  herring  from  packing  of  any  herring  befor  they  be  sufficiently 
pined  at  least  be  the  space  of  twelve  days  after  the  salting  ;  and  for  the  better 
execution  of  the  same  they  ordaine  the  commissioners  appointed  for  attending 
the  lords  of  the  committee  appoynted  by  his  Majesty  in  the  matter  of  the  coyne, 
in  their  names  to  supplicat  the  privie  councill  for  ratifying  of  the  said  act  and 
interponeing  their  authority  thereto;  and  to  ordaine  all  his  Majestyes  leidges  whom 
the  said  act  or  any  part  thereof  may  concerne  to  observe  the  samen  ;  and  also  to 
ordaine  for  the  better  putting  in  execution  thereof  that  ilk  burgh  from  whom 
any  herring  shall  be  transported  furth  of  this  kingdome  after  the  marking  of  the 
saids  herring  with  the  burning  iron,  to  be  answerable  for  the  sufficiency  and 
tightness  of  the  barrells,  as  also  for  the  sufficient  packing  of  the  saids  herrings,  and 
to  declare  the  said  burgh  to  be  subject  to  the  damnadge  any  merchand  shall  sus- 
tains abroad  therough  the  insufficiencie  and  unloyall  packing  of  the  samen,  where- 
unto  the  present  commissioners  for  themselves  and  in  name  and  behalfe  of  the  said 
burgh  gives  their  consent  and  approbation;  and  to  the  efiect  that  ilk  burgh  from 
whom  the  saids  herrings  shall  be  transported  may  be  encouraged  to  performe  ane 
carefuU  duty  in  the  repacking  and  makeing  of  the  saids  herrings,  they  are  content 
that  the  saids  lords  shall  impose  the  soume  of  six  shillings  eight  pennies  upon  the 
last  of  the  saids  herrings  to  be  uplifted  be  the  said  burgh  where  the  saids  herrings 
are  repacked,  whereanent  also  they  ordaine  the  saids  commissioners  to  supplicat 
the  saids  lords  anent  the  addition  above  wrytten,  and  to  doe  what  in  them  lyes 
for  procuring  the  premisses  performed,  and  to  report  their  diligence  hieranent 
to  the  next  general  convention,  and  this  to  be  ane  head  of  the  next  missive. 
(146.) 

Ordaines  that  the  secret  councill  be  supplicat  for  obtaining  ane  act  ordaine- 
ing  the  playding  to  be  three  long  quarters  of  ane  elne  and  the  linning  sold  att 
10s.  and  to  be  elne  broad.      (146.) 

Statut  anent  the  election  and  councill  of  burrows  as  follows  : — The  commis- 
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sioners  of  burrows  being  conveened  anent  that  part  of  the  3d  act  of  the  particii-  Appendix  I. 
lar  convention  of  burrows   holden  at  Edinburgh  17  November  last,  ordaineing  ^''^*'''i°*  °^ 
ilk  burgh  to   conforme  themselves  to  the  acts  of  parliament  and  burrowes   in  ''°*''  ^®^^"*^- 


election  of  their  council!,  the  present  commissioners  understanding  that  some  of  eufotioun  and 

the  burghs  does  not  proceed  in  the  election  of  their  said  councill  soe  formally  as  counoillof 

they  should,  therefor  ordaines  all  their  saids  elections  to  be  made  hereafter  con-  ^"''™'^s. 

forme  to  the  acts  of  parliament  and  burrowes,  that  none  be  chosen  to  be  upon 

the  councill  but  merchands  and  craftsmen,  actuall  and  reall   burgesses  dwelling 

within  the  town,  and   bearing  all   portable   charges  within  the  samen,  and  that 

none  have  places  in  election   of  councill   or  magistrats  but   those  of  the   old 

councill  alleanarlie  with  those  of  the  new,  excepting  if  any  of  the  said  old  or 

new  councill  be  absent  that  those  who  are  there  present  may  choise  another 

burges  of  the  quality  of  the   absent   to  vote   in   his   place,   and    ordaines    this 

ordor  to  be  keeped  inviolably  among  the  haill  burrowes  under  the  paine  of  ane 

100  lb.      (147.) 

Statut  discharging  the  transporting  of  any  staple  goods  by  the  staple  port  Tratisportmg 
at  Campheir  to  any  place  within  the  17  provinces,  under  the  paine  of  1000  li.,  staple  goods. 
and  every  commissioner  to  intimate  the  same  to  his  bm-gh.      (148.) 

Ordaines  the  agent  to  supplicat  the  secret  councill  that  they  would  ordaine  all  Cooquets. 
cocquet  keepers  not  to  give  out  any  cooquets  to  any  ships  bat  in  the  name  of  the 
true  owners  and  places  whereunto  they  doe  belong,  under  the  paine  of  deprivation. 
(148.) 

Approves  and  ratifyes  the  commission  of  ane  Miiirhead  to  be  factor,  which  Commission, 
containes  severall  additions  to  the  acts  approveing  of  factors.      (151.)  factor. 

An  act  concerning  the  election  of  the  councill  of  Aberdeen.      (155.)  Aberdeen. 

There  is  ane  patent  procured  be  Hendry  Maul  of  Melgine  anent  the  execu  ■  Armourie. 
tion  of  the  act  of  parliament  made  anent  armourie.      Ordaines  that  course  be 
taken  for  freeing  the  burghs  thairof      (156.) 

Eatifyes  the  covenant ;  and  statutes  that  none  be  admitted  burgesses,  com-  t'^^^'"/?5^ 
missioners,  magistrats,  and  counsellors  of  burghs,  but  these  that  hes  taken  the  Covenant  rati- 
covenant.    (169.)    There  is  something  remarkeable  in  the  tyme  of  the  chainge  of  fyed  and  eove- 
afiairs  in  the  north.  nantersonly  to 

.  ...  "^  magistrats. 

There  is  ane  act  concerning  the  lights  in  the  May  and  what  duety  to  be  Patent  of  the 
exacted  from  ships  as  followes  : — The  commissioners  of  burrowes  being  con-  lights  of  May. 
veened,  whereas  James  Maxwell  of  Innerweek  and  John  Cunninghame  of  Barns 
baveing  procured  of  his  Majesty,  under  the  great  seall,  ane  power  of  erecting  ane 
light  upon  the  May,  and  for  mentinance  thereof  ane  impost  and  duety  of  2s. 
Scotts  to  be  payed  upon  the  tunn  of  all  ships  and  vessells  comeing  within 
Dunnottar  and  St.  Obbshead,  be  natives,  and  4s.  Scotts  be  strangers,  as  their 
gift  and  letters  patent  dated  (blank)  length  bears  ;  and  they  being  willing  to 
give  all  reasonable  satisfaction  to  the  commissioners  of  burrows  in  the  said 
matter,  therefor  they  for  themselves  their  heirs,  executours,  and  assigneyes,  hes  be 
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Abstract  of 
acts,  1631-49. 

Patent  of  the 
lights  of  May. 
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his  dues. 


Skippers,  port- 
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thir  presents  restricted  the  said  patent  and  duety  therein  contained  to  the  sonrae 
of  18d.  Scotts,  to  be  payed  be  the  natives,  and  the  soume  of  three  shilling  Scots 
be  strangers  ;  and  declares  that  all  shipes  <fec.  comeing  from  any  part  within  this 
kingdome  during  the  moneths  of  May,  June  and  July,  and  15  dayes  of  August, 
farder  for  northland  victuallers,  shall  be  free  of  all  duety  whatsomever,  and  binds 
and  obliedges  them  and  their  forsaids  not  to  exact  or  seek  any  farder  duety  nor 
the  restricted  duety  forsaid  ;  lykeas  they  renunce  the  same  for  ever.  For  the 
which  causes,  the  saids  commissioners  of  burrows,  in  name  of  there  burrow.s, 
faithfully  obliedges  them  to  cause  their  nighbours  to  make  good  and  thankful! 
payment  to  the  saids  partners  of  the  said  restricted  duety,  and  not  only  to  con- 
curr  and  assist  them  in  the  uplifting  of  the  said  restricted  duety  from  their  nigh- 
bours, but  also  to  concurr  and  assist  them,  their  collectors,  deputes,  and  factors, 
in  the  uplifting  of  the  said  restricted  duety  from  the  said  strangers  whensoever 
they  shall  come  within  their  bounds  and  libertyes  ;  and  farder  obliedges  them  to 
delyver  ane  list  and  inventar  of  the  haill  ships  pertaining  to  their  burgh,  con- 
taining the  number  and  quantity  of  tunns  contained  in  ilk  ship,  conforme  where- 
unto  the  said  partners  and  their  forsaids  shall  uplift  the  said  restricted  duety 
dureing  the  tyme  of  the  said  patent.     (185.) 

There  being  many  complaints  against  Drummond,  conservator,  by  several! 
merchands,  and  being  summond  to  compeare  befor  the  convention  was  contuma- 
cious, and  that  he  had  displeased  them  in  maney  particulars,  therefor  suspended 
the  payment  of  his  dues  payable  be  merchands,  and  appoints  several!  burghs  to 
deall  with  the  secret  council!  for  his  deprivation,  and  ordaines  letters  to  be  written 
to  the  magistrats  of  Campheir  that  they  would  withdraw  their  concurrance  from 
liim.     (189.) 

Statuts  that  there  shall  be  ane  express  provision  contained  in  ilk  charter 
party  that  the  master  and  skipper  shall  be  answerable,  and  leist  that  himselfe 
and  none  of  his  company  shall  have  any  portage  under  a  penalty  as  followes  : — 
Forsaemeikleas  the  commissioners  presently  conveened,  haveing  taken  to  their 
consideration  the  evills  arryising  to  the  merchand  estate  be  occasion  of  portage, 
which  in  many  conventions  hes  been  mentioned  to  have  been  remeaded,  and 
finding  the  samen  to  grow  rather  then  decrease,  therefor  the  saids  commissionera 
statuts  and  ordaines  that  no  portage  be  allowed  to  no  marriners  hereafter,  under 
the  paine  of  40  li.  be  masters,  owners  of  ships  ;  and  to  the  effect  the  samen 
may  be  the  better  keeped  and  observed  hereafter,  the  saids  commissioners  dis- 
charges all  merchands  from  fraughting  or  hyreing  of  any  ship  in  haill  or  in  part 
but  with  this  provision  expressly  to  be  contained  in  the  charter  party,  that  the 
master  shall  be  obliedged  and  answerable  that  none  of  his  company  shall  have 
any  portage  under  the  said  paine  of  40  lib.  And  ordaines  ilk  burgh  to  putt  the 
said  act  to  execution  within  their  own  bounds,  and  to  intimat  the  same  at  their 
home  comeing  to  their  nighbours,  and  that  none  pretend  ignorance;  and  declares 
that  if  the  magistrate  within  burgh  shall  be  found  negligent  in  putting  the  same 
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to  execution,  the  burgh   found  guilty  to  incurr  the  unlaw  of  ane  j°  li.   and   the  Appendix  I. 
persone   failyier   to    be   found   conveenable    befor   the    burrows   at    the    agents  acts,  1631-i9. 
instance ;  and  ilk   burgh  to  report  their  diligence   heirin  to  the   next  generall  skippers  port- 
convention,  under  the  paine  of  20  li.  ;  and  this   to   be   ane  head   of  the  next  age,  charter 
missive.     (191.)  P'^'^y- 

Inrolls  the  town  of  Dingwall  in  the  number  of  royall  burrows.      (196.)  Ding-wall  en- 

There  being  receaved  from  the  factors  of  Campheir,  for  the  use  of  the  esteat,  g   '^-  '^^   f 
15,000  li.  worth  of  armes  and  amunition  for  defence  of  the  countrie,  the  estate  arms." 
did  think  fitt  because  of  the  near  relation  betwixt  the  burrows  and  the  factors 
that  the  burrows  should  be  the  first  payers,  and  they  to  have  repayment  and 
retention  of  what  publick  dues  shall  be  lay'd  upon  the  burrows.      (201.) 

Presents  one  Muirhead  to  be  reader  at  Campheir,  intreating  the  session  there  Reader,  Cam- 
to  accept  of  him.     (201.)  P''*'''"- 
The  committee  of  estates  deposed  the  said  Drummond  from  being  conser-  Drummond 

J.  /om  \  conservator 

vator.      (201.)  deposed. 

There  being  information  that  there  was  to  be  a  league  betwixt  the  esteats  of  Dutch  not  to 
Holland  and  our  King,  the  buri-ows  writt  up  to  their  commissioners  at  London  ^  within 
that  something  may  be  insert  in  the  league   concerning  the  priviledges  of  this  land  in  the 
kingdome  with  ratification  thereof  in  Zeland,  and  that  the  inhabitants  in  the  ^^"^  seas. 
Neatherlands  may  be  restrained  from  fishing  within  our  Scotts  seas  at  least  with- 
out kennings  of  land.      (206.) 

Statut  anent  transporting  of  staple  goods  to  be  transported  by  the  staple  port,  Staple  goods. 
and  that  under  ane  unlaw.      (212.) 

The  parliament  being  sett  down,  the  convention  resolved  to  meet  a  little  J'ijf  °^^'  "^"'^ 
anent  the  concernments  of  burrows  that  is  to  be  agitat  at  parliament,  as  folio  wes : —  Grievances 
Forsaemeikle  as  the  tyme  of  parliament  does  draw  near,  and  that  its  necessary  oustorns  and 
that  the  haill  burrows  conveen  befor  the  down  sitting  tliereof  and  for  consulting  wynes. 
of  all  things  that  may  be  incumbent  to  their  esteat,  therefor  they  ordaine  the 
haill  commissioners  present  to  meet  and  conveen  at  the  burgh  of  Edinburgh  the 
12th  day  of  this  instant,  under  the  paine  of  20  li.  ilk  burgh  failzieing,  to  which 
the  burrowes  and  most  part  of  them  conveenand  the  present  commissioners  grants 
full  power  and  commission  for  treating  and  concluding  of  all  such   matters  that 
may  conceme  the  burrows,  with  power  to  them  to  conclude  thereanent,  with  all 
means  to  procure  the  burrowes  desyres  in   the  same,  ratifying  and  approveing 
whatsomever  they  shall  doe  thereanent,  and  obliedges  them  and  their  burghs  to 
abyde  at  their  conclusions,  but  any  revocation  ;  and  in  special  they  ordaine  them 
to  take  to  their  consideration  the  new  augmentation  of  the  customes  and  new 
imposition  upon  wine,  and  to  seek  discharge  thereof  in  all  tyme  comeing  and  in 
soe  far  as  hes  not  been  payed  be  any.      Item,  that  all  merchands,  skippers,  and  Merchants, 
mariners  may  be  liberat  of  their  oath  anent  their  custornes,  contrair  to  the  custome 
of  all  nations,  and  that  noe  reason  can  subject  them  both  to  searching  and  con- 
fiscation and  to  give  oath.      Item,  anent  the  consergarie  house  and  takeing  course  Conserjane 
2  3  Z 
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Appendix  1.      for  giveing  instructions  to  the  keeper  of  the  said  house.      Item,  to  give  answer 
acta  ™631°49     ^°  ^^^  ^^^  articles  sent  be  the  lords  of  the  committee  of  estates  hither,  and  anent 

the  first  to  show  their  lordships  that  they  being  very  sensible  of  the  manifold 

evills  that  this  countrey  is  like  to  incure  if  some  course  be  not  talten  for  prevent- 
Light  ryalls      ing  of  inbringing  light  ryalls  and  cardignes,  and  therefor  to  desyre  their  lord- 
'^^  ■  ships  that  they  would  designe  the  weight  of  the  saida  pieces,  which  is  14  drop 
for  the  ryall  and  five  for  the  cardigne,  and  that  none  pass  under  the  said  weight; 
with  liberty  to  all  to  receave  none  of  the  saids  species  except  of  the  weight  above 
writtin,  soe  that  it  may  be  lawfull  to  the  Hedges  to  weigh  the  samen  as  they  doe 
the  gold  ;  which  gold  if  it  had  not  been  weighted  this  countrie  had  been  in  a 
pitifull   caice  ;  and  the  saids  lordes  to  ordaine  the  pieces  that  are  not  of  the 
weight  forsaid  to  be  brought  iuto  the  mint  house,  and  the  Kings  ooine  to  be  given 
for  the  samen  according  to  the  weight ;  and  because  the  cardignes  and  ryalls  are 
finer  than  the  twelve  pence,  and  that  in  such  case  his  Majesty  may  be  supplicat 
to   quitt   the   coynage    therefor,   that  their    be    ane   moderat   exchange   betwixt 
merchands  modifyed  and  that  cheaper  then  England  as  to  that  which  is  present 
in  France,  which  is  one  upon  the  hundred  ;  as  also  that  they  find  that  the  milling 
of  money  be  discharged,  and  that  all  money  be  ordained  to  pass  peill  and  tinsell 
and  be  troned,  piece  be  piece  ;  and  for  the  transporting  of  dollars  the  burrows 
knowes  no  part  whither  the  samen  hes  been  transported  except  the  east  where 
Anent  incen-     the  samen  hes  been  tollerat.     And  for  the  second,  anent  the  grievances  against 
anes,  e  c,        incendaries,  the  burrows  appoints  for  them  James  Sword  in  St  Andrews,  John 
Brown  in  Edinburgh,  John  Kennedy  in  Aire,  to  think  upon  all  the  just  griev- 
ances they  can  farder  try  against  the  incendiaries.     And  for  the  thrid  the  burrows 
are  content  to  concurr  and  assist  Thomas  Cunninghame,  att  the  earnest  desire  of 
the  saids  lords,  upon  the  provisions  and  conditions  presently  agreed  upon  betwixt 
them  and  him,  at  more  length  sett  down  in  another  act  of  the  present  convention. 
And  for  the  fourth,  the  burrowes  having  examined  all  present,  they  find  the  most 
part  to  have  satisfied,  but  for  the  rest  that  hes  not  satisfyed  they  have  promised 
immediately  after  their  returne  to  Edinburgh  to  give  satisfaction,  and  with  all  to 
remonstrat  of  the  difficulties  these  of  the  countrie  makes  to  give  bond  and  desire 
Anent  300,000  them  to  take  order  heiranent.     And  anent  the  last,  that  the  act  anent  the  three 
hundred  thousand  pound  sterling  may  be  expede.     And  for  the  conserjarie  house, 
the  samen  place  is  standing  full,  and  untill  such  tyme  as  the  samen  be  vaccand, 
they  can  not  enter  in  ane  consideration  thereanent.      And  to  pay  what  is  past 
anent  the  demands  of  the  burrows  at  the  last  sitting  of  the  parliament ;  and  to 
revise  the  samen  that  if  any  thing  be  brought  derogatorie  to  their  estate  the 
samen  may  be  amended.     Item,  to  find  out  ane  course  how  loading  and  louseing 
Anent  bar-        may  be  restricted  to  ports  belonging  to  free  burrows.     Item,  the  usurpation  of 
romes  and         ^;\^^  burghs  of  barronie  and  regalities  in  makeing  of  burgesses  and  impeading  of 
freemen  to  trade  in  their  bounds  ;  as  also  for  takeing  course  for  the  prosecuting 
thereof  and  what  shall  be  farder   thought  expedient.      And   ordaines  the  saids 
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burghs  to  report  their  diligence  heiranent  to  the  next  generall  convention  of  Appendix  I. 
burrows  ;  and  tliis  to  be  ane  head  of  the  next  missive.      (214.)  acts  ^63149 

Statuts  that  no  burgesses  shall  buy  any  forraigne  waire  from  ane  unfreeman 


not  burges  of  his   Majesties  free  royall  burrows,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  modities. 

burgh  to  whom  they  belong,  under  such  censure  as  shall  please  the  burgh  to 

inflict.      (215.)  Dotdee,  July 

Enrolls  and  accepts  South  Queensferrie  among  the  royal  burrows.  Queensferry 

Sir  Patrick  Drumond  deposed  from  being  conservator.     Thomas  Cunynghame  '"■'ol^'"!- 
wrote  to  the  burrows  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  exerce  in  his  place.  writt"to  be^' 

The  convention  ordained  consultation  to  be  had  with  the  most  expert  lawyers  conservator. 
how  farr  the  burrows  may  extend  their  power  anent  the  premisses  in  not  giveing  Conservator, 
offence  to  his  Majesty  or  incroaching  upon  his  prerogative  ;  and  also  the  saids 
commissioners,  calling  to  mind  how  necessar  it  is  that  the  place  of  conservator 
be  at  their  own  presentation,  therefor  ordaines  severall  commissioners  to  use  all 
means  possible  for  obtaining  the  burrows  desire  thereanent.      (230.) 

Several  grievances  thats  complained  upon  be  the  burrowes  that  is  craved  to  be  Grievances 
rectifyed.     (238.)  burron-es. 

There  is  several  ships  taken,  arreisted,  and  spoiled  be  the  Kings  ships  in  Losses  sus- 
anno   1639   and   1640,  the  owners  whereof  seeks  reparation.     The  convention  ^ndeoods^' 
recommends  them  to  the  committee  of  publick  burdens  to  be  payed  out  of  the  taken. 
brotherly  assistance  from  England. 

In  the  treaty   betwixt   Scotland   and   England,  in   anno    1641,   there  was  Damnadge  sus- 
ordained  4,000  lib.  sterling  to  be  payed  for  the  damnadge  the  Scots  ships  had  sus-  shipsln^lf^*' 
tained  the  forsaid  tyme,  and  there  is  sett  down  ane  particular  accompt  of  the  ships 
that  sustained  damnadge.     (245.) 

There  is  ane  patent  given  to  one  Tobaccos  Knowes  for  making  of  bricks  under  Patent  for 
several  conditions,  whereunto  the  conservator  consents.      (247.)  ™ricks"^ 

There  is  ane  patent  of  general  search  master  granted  to  Mr  John  Drummond  Opposes  gift 
which  the  burrows  finds  very  prejudiciall  to  their  interest.      (248.)  of  general 

The  said  gift  was  stopped  till  the  burrows  was  heard.     (249.) 

Statuts  that  the  commissioners  to  parliament,  convention  of  estates  or  bur-  Commissions. 
rows,  shall  be  subscrived  be  the  magistrats  themselves,  and  be  the  clerk  in  name 
of  their  counsell,  and  the  seall  of  cause  shall  be  appendit  thereto  or  be  way  of 
extract,  under  the  subscription  of  their  clerk  and  seall,  and  ordains  all  commis- 
sioners to  be  of  the  quality  of  merchand  trafecquers,  or  at  least  lies  been  merchand 
trafecquers  themselves,  discharging  all  other  persons  of  any  other  quality  what- 
somever  to  be  chosen.     (254.) 

Statut  that  the  ordinar  weight  of  all  heavie  goods  which  are  acoompted  mort  Tunn  of  goods 
charge  the  tunn  thereof  shall  weigh  2,000  weight.     (255.)  ^^^  ^^'^l^*- 

There  is  ane  act  discharging  the  inbringing  of  strong  waters.      (Ibid.)  Act  of  strong 

There  is  orders  given  to  several  burghs  for  useing  dilligence  anent  uufreemen  p,-,,. 
according  to  the  division  sett  down  here  as  followes  : —  anent  unfree- 
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Whereas  the  present  commissioners  finding  that  there  is  nothing  occasions 
the  encress  of  the  iinfree  people  throw  the  boundless  liberty  unfreemen  takes  to 
themselves  in  selling  and  furnishing  the  saids  unfreemen  with  all  kynd  of  waires, 
whereby  they  are  enabled  to  sell  out  the  same  againe  in  open  booths  and  in 
unfree  places  ;  for  remead  whereof  they  have  statut  and  ordained  that  no  burghs 
shall  sell  to  any  unfreeman  any  commodity,  waire,  or  merchandize  in  gross,  above 
the  quantity  of  a  back  burden,  under  the  paine  of  40  li.  toties  quoties ;  and 
ordaines  ilk  commissioner  present  to  intimat  this  act  to  their  burgh  at  their  home 
comeing,  and  the  burgh  to  their  nighbours  that  none  pretend  ignorance,  and  to 
putt  the  same  to  execution  under  the  paine  of  40  li.  to  be  payed  by  the  burgh 
neglecting  the  execution  hereof,  the  one  halfe  to  the  dilater  and  the  other  halfe 
to  the  burrows  ;  and  ordaines  the  burgh  to  report  their  diligence  in  keeping  and 
executing  this  act,  under  the  paine  of  20  li.  ilk  burgh,  and  this  to  be  aue  head  of 
the  next  missive.      (257.) 

Statuts  that  no  freeman  shall  sell  to  unfreemen  commodities  or  merchandize 
in  gross  above  the  quantity  that  one  man  can  carry  on  his  back.      (257.) 

Ordaines  that  endeavours  be  used  for  the  recalling  of  Mr  Banks  his  patent  of 
makeing  tobacco  pypes,  and  that  the  samen  should  be  free.     (259.) 

Commissionats  one  Cuninghame  to  doe  all  the  affairs  that  the  conservator 
used  to  doe,  and  this  without  prejudice  of  his  Majesties  right      (260.) 

Elects  James  Arnot  to  be  maister  of  the  conserjarie  house  at  Campheir. 
(261.) 

Grants  the  towne  of  Aire  4,000  merks  for  reparation  of  their  harborie.    (263). 

The  convention  annulls  ane  mutuall  band  betwixt  the  merchands  of  Glasgow 
whereby  they  assooiat  themselves  and  bind  themselves  not  to  repaire  to  the  wooll 
mercat  of  Aire,  very  prejudiciall  to  the  said  burgh  by  inhannsing  the  haill  wooll 
to  themselves.      (265.) 

There  is  sett  down  the  particular  soumes  of  money  given  to  particular  per- 
sons that  had  loss  in  the  ships  at  England  in  annis  1639  and  1640.  The  samen 
is  payed  to  them  be  John  Ramsay  who  receaved  the  moneys  frae  Sir  John  Smith. 
(266.) 

There  is  ane  act  concerning  the  pryces  of  coalls  relative  to  ane  decreet  of 
secret  councill  appointing  of  pryces  for  coalls.     (270.) 

Appoints  the  clerk  to  receave  the  complaint  of  burrows  anent  selling  to 
unfreemen  and  to  make  the  samen  a  head,  ifec,  if  the  said  burgh  come  and  give 
in  their  complaint  before  the  sending  of  the  said  missive.      (273.) 

Eatifyes  the  former  act  ordaineing  that  noe  burgesses  buy  from  strangers  with- 
out knowledge  of  the  burgh.      (27C.) 

Statut  anent  selling  to  unfreemen  as  followeth  : — Anent  the  24  act  of  the 
last  general  convention  of  burrows,  holden  at  the  burgh  of  Dumbarton,  27  July 
1643,  anent  that  statut  prohibiting  burgesses  to  sell  to  any  unfreeman  att  any 
tyme  above  the  quantity  of  that  which  any  one  may  easily  carrie  on  his  back,  as 
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at  more  length  is  contained  in  the  said  act  ;  the  present  commissioners  finding  Appendix  I. 
it  ane  very  (blank)  remead  for  restraining  the  increase  of  unfree  people  and  unfree  ^^^^  "^lesi^g 

places,  and  therefor  they  ratifye  and  approve  the  said  act  in  all  heads,  articles,  and  — — 

clauses  thereof,  with  this  declaration,  addition,  and  explanation,  that  the  meaning  freemen. 
and  sense  of  the  burrowes  in  the  said  act  is  for  restraining  of  unfree  people  from 
keeping  of  booths  and  chopes  in  unfree  places  and  withdrawing  of  all  trade  from 
the  freemen  of  this  kingdome  and  free  burghs  royal]  whom  the  saids  burgesses 
does  furnish  to  the  prejudice  and  hurt  of  the  saids  free  burrows  ;  and  that  the 
saids  freemen  does  know  the  saids  unfreemen  to  whom  they  sell  to  be  such  who 
debates  were  in  unfree  places  and  does  furnish  them  of  certain  knowledge  ;  and 
therefor  did  statute,  and  by  thir  presents  of  new  statutes,  that  no  barghs  or 
freemen  sell  any  goods  above  the  quantity  contained  in  the  said  act  to  any  per- 
son who  can  not  show  their  burges  ticket,  and  especially  to  none  other  they  know 
keep  booths  or  chopes  in  unfree  places,  or  debeat  the  samen  again,  under  the  paine 
of  40  li.  toties  qvoties  ;  and  ordaines  ilk  commissioner  pi-esent  to  intimat  the 
samen  of  new  to  their  burgh  at  their  home  comeing,  and  ilk  burgh  to  their  nigh- 
bours,  under  the  paine  of  xl.  lib.  ;  and  declares  that  whatsomever  burgh  shall 
be  found  negligent  in  executing  this  act  they  shall  incurr  the  unlaw  of  40  li.  toties 
quoties,  to  be  payed  the  ane  halfe  to  the  burrows  and  the  other  to  the  dilator  ; 
and  ilk  burgh  to  report  their  diligence  heiranent  to  the  next  generall  convention 
of  burrows  ;  and  this  to  be  ane  head  of  the  next  missive.     (277.) 

There  is  ane  act  of  parliament  anent  coalls  in  anno  1644  which  the  conven-  Anent  calls. 
tion  appoints  to  be  putt  in  execution.      (280.) 

The    burrows    finds    that    the    acts    of   parliament  made    in    their    favours  Charter  of 
are    defective,    not    containing    a    liquid   penalty,    and  appoints    several  burghs  ^"'^  David. 
to  obtaine  confirmation  the  next  parliament   of  the   charter  granted   be   King 
David  together  with  ane  liquidate  penalty  against  the  unfreemen  transgressors. 
(280.) 

There  is  ane  act  of  parliament  appointing  Cunynghame  to  be  conservator.  Conservators 
whereupon  the  convention  grants  him  hisfeeswhich  areas  foUowes : — Forsaemeikle 
as  the  esteats  conveened  in  parliament  holden  att  Edinburgh,  10  July  last,  hes 
made  and  constitut  Thomas  Cunynghame,  sometime  factor  in  Campheir,  to  be 
conservator  of  the  priviledges  of  the  Scots  nation  in  the  Low  Countreyes  as  the 
act  of  parliament  bears  ;  lykeas  the  saids  esteats  be  the  said  act  and  be  ane  letter 
recommendation  direct  to  the  present  commissioners  hes  recommended  to  them 
the  fees  and  duties  of  the  said  Thomas  his  place  ;  and  therefore  the  saids  com- 
missioners appoints  for  his  honorable  entertainment,  during  their  will  and  plea- 
sure allenarly,  viz.,  of  ilk  seek  of  goods  comeing  to  the  Low  Countries,  of  the 
merchand  1 2  stivers,  and  of  the  ship  and  master  three  stivers  ;  item,  of  ilk 
hundred  coalls,  ten  stivers  ;  and  this  duety  in  full  contentation  of  all  that  he  can 
crave  till  farder  course  be  taken  thereanent ;  item,  he  shall  have  of  ilk  person 
for  his  fii-st  voyadge  ane  pound  great ;  item,  the  conservator  shall  keep  courts 
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without  a  fee  ;  item,  his  clerk  shall  have  20  stivers  of  every  court  and  his  officer 
10  ;  item,  the  conservator  shall  subject  himselfe  to  all  injunctions  and  in- 
structions that  it  shall  please  the  burrows  in  their  generall  or  particular 
conventions  to  injoyn  to  him  ;  and  shall  underlye,  keep,  and  fullfill  the  samen  ; 
and  ordaine  the  said  impost  granted  to  him  to  begin  the  first  day  of  August 
next.     (282.) 

Ordaines  that  the  conserjarie  house  take  1 2  stivers  for  their  ordinary  and  no 
more. 

There  is  an  act  makeing  mention  of  the  resolution  of  lawyers  aneut  the  weall 
of  burrows  and  other  particulars  : — The  commisioners  of  burrows  presently  con- 
veened,  for  advyce  taken  with  the  lawyers  anent  the  executing  of  the  burrows 
priviledges,  the  confirming  the  charter  granted  be  King  David  prosecuting  the 
actions  of  Rhenfrew  and  Irwing,  and  anent  the  minuts  of  the  sentences  taken  at 
the  last  generall  convention,  and  anent  the  annulling  of  rights  of  common  lands 
given  be  the  burrows  to  their  prejudice  ;  it  is  resolved  that  by  the  act  of  parlia- 
ment King  James  6  chap.  152,  that  the  burrows  bes  power  be  themselves,  their 
commissioner,  or  collector,  whom  they  have  power  to  depute  on  that  behalf,   to 
search  the  goods  of  the   saids   unfreemen  traffickers,  to   intromett  therewith  as 
escheat,  and  to  delyver  the  one  half  thereof  to  his  Highness  thesaurers  and  the 
other  halfe  to  the  burgh  whereof  he  is  commissioner,   whither  within  this  realme 
or  any  part  where  the  samen  shall  be  challenged  ;  and  sicklike,  to  waken  the 
process  of  Ehenfrew  and  Irwing  ;  and  for  King  Davids  charter,  there  area  num- 
ber of  acts  of  parliament  clearing  the  samen  ;   and  for  the  minuts,  its  thought  fitt 
to  remember  the  decreets  already  recovered  whereby  it  may  be  show  en   that  all 
that  is  craved  is  in  foro  contradictorio ;  and  for  the  common  lands,  its  thought 
fitt  that  reduction  be  craved  of  all  rights  upon  the  act  of  parliament  James  4th 
and  King  James  6th  ;  and,  lastly,  it  is  thought  fitt  that  there  be  ane  act  of  par- 
liament procured  declaring  all  alienations  of  common  lands  null,  and  ordaines 
the  agent  to  produce  his  diligence  to  the  next  generall  convention  in  prosecuting 
the  actions  against  the  saids  unfreemen  j  and  ilk  burgh  required  to  send  their 
commissionei's  sufficiently  instructed  anent  the  makeing  and  setting  of  the  lawes, 
discharging  the  setting  out  of  the  common  lands  ;  and  this  to  be  ane  head  of  the 
next  missive.     (286.) 

The  burgh  of  Linlithgow  produces  a  decreet  of  suspension  against  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Borrowstouness,  ordaining  them,  conform  to  the  act  of  parliament,  to 
desist  from  using  trade  and  usurping  the  priviledges  of  royall  burrows.      (298.) 

Commission  for  alteration  of  the  stent  roll.      (300.) 

There  are  severall  articles  proposed  be  the  conservator  to  be  resolved  upon  be 
the  convention  as  followes  : — Forsaemeikle  as  there  being  ane  letter  produced 
from  Thomas  Cunynghame,  conservator,  together  with  certain  remonstrances  which 
he  offered  to  their  consideration,  which  being  advised,  they  have  thought  good  that 
ilk  burgh  shall  be  required  for  sending  their  commissioners  sufficiently  instructed  to 
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give  answer  to  the  articles  following,  viz. : — First,  for  setting  down  ane  general  law  Appendix  I. 
and  order  that  all  these  that  does  not  profess  the  true  reformed  religion  or  have  aots*'l63149 
not  subscribed  the  covenant,  or  being  desyred  refuses,  shall  be  debarred  from  use- 


ing  the  priviledges  of  the  nation  in  the  Low  Countries.    Item,  that  all  factors,  <fec.,  church.' 

repair  to  the  church  upon  the  Lords  day  and  to  the  Lords  Supper  under  the  pains  Staple  goods. 

made  and  contained  in  the  acts  of  befor  thereanent.     Item,   that  all   merohands 

within  this  kingdom   resorting  to   any  port   within  the  Low  Countreyes  shall 

transport  their  haill  staple  waire  to  the  said  port,  under  the  paine  of  100  li.  ilk  Surges 

person,  toties  quoties.      Item,  that  they  produce  their  burgess  tickets.     Item,  that 

they  give  up  their  names  to  the  conservator.     Item,  that  the  saids  factors  wait 

upon  the  lousing  and  loading  of  the   ships  and  skippers,  and  clerks  to  doe  the 

lyke.      Item,  that   all  skippers  comeing  to  the  staple  port  to  have  ane  charter  Skippers. 

party.     Item,  that  the  magistrates  of  Campheir  be  desired  to  suflfer  no  malignant  Malignant 

companies  to  be  laid  in  garison  dureing  these  unhappy  troubles.      Item,  that  the  companies. 

factors    attend  the    conservator   att   all  occasions.      Item,  if  any  question  shall  conservator. 

arise,  that  he  decide  the  same.     Item,  where  the  caice  is  doubtful  to  acquaint 

the  burrows.     As  also,  the   commissioners  ordaines   the   burgh   of  Kirkaldie  to 

produce  to  the  next  general  convention  Ninian  Mudie  for  sending  over  with  his 

sone  to  Rotterdam  ane  number  of  skins  in  the  moneth  of  August  last,  under  the 

paine  of  40  li.   And  ordaines  ilk  burgh  to  acquaint  their  neighbours  to   observe 

the  table  at  the  consergarie  house  as  is  ordained  of  befor  and  the  acts  made 

thereanent,  under  the  pains  contained  in  the  saids  acts.    As  also  the  commissioners 

of  burrowes,    being    informed    that  the  new    impost    imposed    upon  all    goods  New  impost 

transported  to  and  frae  the  Low  Countryes  is  precisely  exacted,  therefore  ordaines  Countryes. 

letters  to  be  directed  in  their   names   to   the  present  conservator,  giveing  him 

thanks  for  his  advice  and  pains  in  their  affairs,  and  to  desire  him  that  the  estates 

there  would  discharge  the  impost  to  our  natives,  otherwayes  to  guard  and  convoy 

our  ships  comeing  to  and  frae  the  Low  Countries,  and  to   desyre   Campheir  to 

take  sick  order  with  the  common  metster  as   they  are  bound  to  doe  conforme 

to  the  contract  betwixt  the  borrows  and  them ;  and  this  to  be  ane  head  of  the 

next  missive.     (304.) 

Statut  that  noe  burges  or  freeman  of  any  burgh  royall  louse  or  load  their  ships  Perth  1646. 
or  merchandize  or  any  port  therof,  make  seal  or  mercat  of  the  samen  at  any  unfree  ynfree'places. 
place,   or   furnish  the  saids    plaices   with    any  merchandize  under  the  paine  of 
fli.     (311.) 

There  is  a  severe  act  against  those  that  transports  staple  goods  by  the  staple  Staple  port. 
port  of  Campheir  as  foUowes ; — Forsaemeikle  as  the  present  commissioners 
understanding  that  their  staple  port  is  broken,  to  the  heavie  prejudice,  &c.,  there- 
for and  for  remeid  thereof  ordaines  and  strictly  prohibites  and  discharges  that  no 
masters  of  ships  nor  merchands  within  this  kingdome  transport  any  goods  or 
waire  by  the  staple  under  the  paine  of  confiscation  thereof,  the  one  halfe  to  the 
party  dilator  and  the  other  halfe  to  the  use  of  the  burrowes ;  and  ordaines  the  con- 
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servator  to  search  for  transported  goods  wheresoever  he  can  apprehend  the  same 
within  the  17  provinces  and  confiscat  the  samen  as  said  is  ;  and  ordaines  the  said 
conservator  if  need  beis  to  requyre  the  concurrence  of  the  magistrats  of  these 
plaices  and  obtaine  their  authority  thereto  upon  the  expenses  of  tlie  saids  burrowes. 
And  farder  ordaines  the  conservator  to  take  preci.se  notice  of  all  these  pei'sons  who 
transports  any  commodity  by  the  staple  port  and  to  report  their  names  to  the 
generall  clerk  of  burrowes  yearly,  to  the  effect  they  may  be  cited  to  the  first 
generall  convention  and  give  notice  of  the  masters  names  of  the  ships  that  they 
may  be  conveened.  And  ordaines  the  generall  clerk  to  report  his  dilligence 
thereanent  in  advertising  of  the  conservator  to  the  next  generall  convention. 
As  also  ordaines  the  clerk  to  wrytt  hieranent  both  to  the  conservator  and  to  the 
magistrats  of  Campheir,  whereanent  thir  presents  shall  be  to  him  ane  sufiicient 
warrand.  And  farder  declares  if  any  merchand  shall  be  necessitat,  throw  storme 
of  weather  or  otherwayes,  to  transport  his  goods  to  any  part  within  the  Low 
Countries,  by  the  said  staple  port,  that  he  be  obliedged  to  transport  the  waires 
to  the  said  staple  port ;  and  if  he  failyie  declares  the  said  goods  confiscable  as  said 
is.  As  also  ordaines  the  clerk  to  wrytt  to  the  magistrats  of  Campheir,  desyreing 
them  that  if  any  Scots  merchands  shall  happen  to  arrive  within  their  bounds  with 
any  goods  which  are  impute  for  mort-charge,  that  the  said  mort-charge  be  free  of 
all  customes,  except  they  make  seall  thereof  in  these  places  ;  as  also  to  wrytt  to 
the  conservator  hereanent.  And  anent  the  goods  belonging  to  Robert  Alexander, 
arreasted  be  him,  and  to  Charles  M'Lean  and  William  Hyndsh,  merchands  in 
Glasgow,  anent  the  restoration  of  these  goods  in  respect  of  the  said  act,  where- 
anent thir  presents  shall  be  to  him  ane  sufficient  warrand  ;  and  this  to  be  ane 
head  of  the  next  missive.     (315.) 

Elects  William  Thomson  conjunct  clerk  with  Mr  Alexander  Guthrie.    (318.) 

Several  factors  of  Campheir  gives  in  a  declinator  against  the  bun-owes,  which 
being  a  concernment  ordaines  to  be  ane  head  of  the  nixt  missive. 

Elects  Agnes  Jackson,  relict  of  one  Arnot,  to  be  keeper  of  the  consergarie 
house  at  Campheir.     (323.) 

Act  concerning  the  factoi-s  of  Campheir  and  their  cautioners  as  foUowes  :^ — 
The  commissioners  takeing  to  their  consideration  the  great  loss  and  prejudice 
which  the  haiU  burrowes  of  this  kingdome  hath  heretofore  sustained  and  are  like 
dayly  more  and  more  to  sustaine  by  such  of  their  factors  at  Campheir,  who  aither 
by  their  own  misguiding  or  other  accidents  fall  in  decay  of  their  estates  and  soe 
becomes  unable  to  give  sufficient  compt,  reackoning,  and  payment  to  the  mer- 
chands who  trusted  them  with  their  estates,  the  which  prejudice  is  chiefly  by  the 
neglect  of  the  burrowes  by  not  takeing  head  from  tyme  to  tyme  of  the  sufficiency 
of  the  saids  factors  their  cautioners,  and  be  not  obliedging  the  saids  factors  to  be 
lyable  in  their  persons  to  the  lawes  of  this  kingdome  provided  against  evill 
debtors,  such  as  horning,  poynding,  and  captione  ;  for  remead  whereof,  the  saids 
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present  commissioners  ordaines  that  the  saids  haill  factors,  present  and  to  come,  Appendix  I. 
shall  enact  themselves  at  the  staple  port  of  Campheir  or  wheresoever  else  they     t  *'TBQi°iq 

shall  happen  to  be,  to  be  lyable  in  their  persons,  means,  and  estates  to  the  lawes 

of  this  kingdome,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  were  here  resideing  in  this  king-  ing  factor™' 

dome  ;   and  for  the  saids  merchands  farder  security,  ordaines  that  ilk  factor  shall 

enact  and  oblidge  himselfe  that  if  the  commissioners  of  burrows  shall  find  their 

cautioners  aither  to  be  deceased  or  insufficient,  that  at  the  end  of  ilk  three  years 

they  shall  renew  their  suerties,  being  requyred  thereto,  and  that  the  present  factors 

be  enacted  for  that  effect  presently  to  the  conservator,  and  ordaines  their  clerk  to 

wrytt  thereanent  to  the  conservator  that  he  may  immediately  enact  all  the  saids 

factors  accordingly  ;  and  the  said  conservator  and  clerk  to  report  their  dilligence 

to  the  next  general  convention  of  burrowes. 

There  is  ane  act  concerning  the  unanimous  votteing  of  the  haill  burrowes  in  Commissioners 
parliament  and  committee  of  esteat  in  relation  to  the  things  that  concerns  the  ous  in'tw'™ 
burrows.      (335.)  vote. 

There  is  ane  act  discharging  the  factors  to  give  in  any  declinators  to  the  Factors 
convention  whensoever  they  shall  be  pursued  before  them  upon  any  pretext  what-    "^^  '°^  °^' 
soever.      (336.) 

Admitts  one  Moor  to  be  factor.      (345.)  Moore,  factor. 

There  is  ane  act  ordaining  the  clerk  to  wrytt  to  Campheir  and  to  show  the  Campheir. 
great  abuse  in  not  observeing  the  articles  agreed  with  Campheir  which  are  broken 
upon  their  part. 

There  is  ane  act  ratifyeing  severall  acts  in  favours  of  the  conservator  and  con-  Staple  port, 
taining  several  additions  proposed  be  Cuninghame,  conservator,  for  the  good  of  the  fy^^fl^l^^^. 
staple  port,  as  foUowes  : — The  commissioners  of  burrowes,  takeing  to  their  con-  acted. 
sideration  the  remonstrance  given  in  be  the  present  conservator,  showing  the 
great  prejudice  the  staple  port  hes  sustaned  throw  the  not  putting  to  execution 
all  acts  and  statutes  made  anent  the  staple  port  and  mentinance  of  our  libertyes 
thereat  and  increasing  of  merchand  trade  in  the  Low  Countreyes,  and  therefor 
the  present  commissioners  ratifyes  and  approves  all  former  acts  made  to  that 
effect  and  especially  these  acts  made  at  the  conventions  after  mentioned,  viz., 
1563,  1565,  1575,  1578,  1581,  1606,  1610,  1612  and  in  anno  1614,  the  tyme 
that  Mr  George  Hacket  and  Sir  Robert  Denniestone  were  conservators,  viz., 
Imprimis,  ane  act  dischargeing  all  persons  whatsomever  from  enjoying  the  liberty 
of  the  nation  in  the  Low  Countries,  except  such  as  professes  the  true  religion 
presently  professed.  (2"^°)  Ane  act  ordaining  all  such  of  the  nation  residing  there 
to  keep  the  kirk  and  communion.  (3"°)  Ane  act  dischargeing  all  persons  from 
exerciseing  the  office  of  factory  at  the  said  port  but  such  as  are  lawfully  admitted. 
(4*°)  That  no  factor  take  anothers  merchandize  over  his  head.  (5*°)  That  noe 
merchant  or  factor  take  his  nighbours  merchandize  from  him  the  tyme  of  their 
bargaining.  (6*°)  That  all  cocquets  be  special.  (7™°)  That  all  merchands, 
factors,  and  skippers  shall  declare  to  the  conservator  upon  oath  they  being 
,2  4  a 
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required,  the  proper  owners  of  the  goods  contained  in  the  cocquets.  (8™)  That 
all  staple  waires  pertaining  to  Scots  merchants  be  bi-ought  to  the  staple  port 
whither  the  samen  be  imbarqued  in  this  kingdome  or  any  part  of  England  or  any 
other  kingdome.  (9°)  That  noe  goods  be  unloadned  till  first  the  cocquets  be 
delyvered  to  the  conservator.  (10™°)  That  no  skippers  transport  any  women 
without  sufficient  testimonialls.  (11°)  That  all  skippers  and  merchands  at  their 
landing  repair  to  the  conservator  or  his  lodging.  (12°)  That  ilk  merchand  be 
honestly  abulyied.  (13°)  That  ilk  merchand  produce  to  the  conservator  suffi- 
cient declarations  of  their  freedome.  (14°)  That  no  Scotsmen  have  recourse  to 
any  judges  within  the  Low  Countreyes  but  to  the  conservator.  (15°)  That  ilk 
Scots  man,  warned,  be  obliedged  to  compear  before  the  conservators  court, 
lodging,  or  house.  (1 6°)  That  no  injury  be  done  be  noe  persons  to  the  conser- 
vator be  word  or  deed.  (17°)  That  no  merchand,  factor,  or  skipper  appeall  from 
the  conservators  judicatory.  (18°)  That  none  of  the  nation  enter  in  plea  or  out 
of  malice,  nor  compear  before  any  judge  of  the  Low  Countreyes  without  the 
advyce  of  the  conservator,  and  shall  pay  to  the  conservator  for  his  compearance 
for  him  the  charges  allowed  be  the  said  act.  (1 9°)  That  no  Scotsman  fight  or 
draw  blood  of  another.  (20°)  That  all  merchands  that  sells  their  waires,  without 
ane  factor,  shall  give  up  the  quantity  of  his  waire  to  the  conservator  and  pay  his 
dues  before  the  breaking  of  bulk.  (21°)  That  all  securities  be  written  be  the 
conservators  clerk,  and  all  consignations  of  moneys  be  made  in  the  conservatores 
hands.  (22'^°)  That  every  merchand  and  factor  accompany  the  conservator  upon 
solemn  dayes  and  att  burials.  (23°)  That  none  depart  from  the  staple  port  with- 
out paying  of  the  conservators  dues.  (24°)  That  the  conservators  officer  for  ane 
arreastment  at  any  plaice  except  the  staple  port  shall  have  ane  crown  for  his  pains. 
(25°)  That  any  in  the  nation  dyeing  in  the  Low  Countries  his  goods  shall  be 
delyvered  to  the  conservator  till  his  heirs,  executors,  or  assigneyes  appear.  (26°) 
That  the  conservators  debursements  for  the  publick  estate  of  merchands,  or  any 
particular  person,  be  duely  payed.  And  all  these  to  be  observed  under  the  paines 
contained  in  the  several  above  written  acts. 

There  is  a  generall  ratification  also  of  particular  dues  payable  to  the  conser- 
vator as  followes  :  The  commissioners  of  burrowes  considering  that  beside  the 
ordinar  dues  granted  to  Thomas  Cunynghame,  present  conservator,  and  contained 
in  his  act  of  admission,  there  are  several  casualytes  and  duties  belonging  to  the 
said  plaice  pertaineing  to  his  predecessors  be  acts  of  parliament  and  burrowes  of 
befor,  which  he  would  neither  uplift  be  himselfe  nor  his  collectors  till  he  should 
have  the  same  of  new  ratifyed  to  him  be  the  saids  burrowes,  viz.,  from  the  mer- 
chand for  ilk  two  tunn  of  wine  comeing  to  the  staple  port  six  stivers,  and  from 
the  skipper  two,  the  lyke  for  ilk  four  tunn  of  salt,  the  lyke  for  ilk  last  of  goods 
comeing  from  the  easter  seas  ;  item,  ilk  last  of  corns  10  stivers,  ilk  last  or  sack 
of  strangers  goods  from  the  skipper  two  stivers,  frae  ilk  merchand  comeing  to  the 
Low  Countryes,  not  having  with  him  or  sent  over  befor  him  to  the  staple  port  that 
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year  ane  sack  of  goods,  for  ilk  voyage  five  shilling  Fleymes,  for  every  factors  Appendix  I. 

admission  ten  po\ind   Fleymis  ;  and  generally  all  other  bygone  fees,  casualytes,  acts,  1631-49. 

<fec.,  formerly  payed  to  other  conservators,  his   predecessors,  be  any  merchands,  Ratification  of 

factors,  skippers,  or  any  belonging  to  the  nation.     Therefor  the  saids  commissioners  seuerall  easual- 

allowes  and  ratifyes  to  him  the  saids  casualityes  and  dues  since  his  admission  to  the  l*^*^^  and  dues 
.  .  ....  Delongmg  to 

said  office  and  gives  by  himselfe  or  his  collectors  in  his  name  to  uplift  the  samen  the  conser- 

at  his  pleasure,  and  the  refuser  to  pay  the  same  to  be  lyeable  to  the  paines  con-  '*'^*-°'"- 

tained  in  the  several  acts. 

Statut  anent  payment  of  the  conservators  dues  ;  item,  acts  anent  regulating  of  Refusers  of  the 
the  staple  port  as  followes  :  The  commissioners  of  burrowes  ordaines  their  clerk  du'esTo  pay  the 
in  their  names  to  wrytt  to  ilk  burgh  requiring  ilk  person  whose  names  are  con-  double. 
tained  in  ane  list  given  np  be  the  conservator  and  refuses  to  pay  his  dues  to  him 
or  his  collector  owing  them  already,  to  pay  the  samen  presently  and  in  all  tyme 
comeing  under  the  paine  of  paying  the  double   thereof,  conforme  to   the   act  of 
burrowes  made  thereanent,  and  ilk  burgh  to  intimat  the  same  to  their  nighbours, 
and  to  cause  arreast  the  skipper  of  such  ships  as  belong  to  Burrowstounness  and 
other  unfree  places  whensoever  they  shall  be   apprehended   within   any  of  the 
royall  burghs,   ay  and   while   they  pay  the   double  of  the  saids  dues  for  their 
refu.sall.     (343.) 

The  saids  cxjmmissioners  being  likeways  informed  of  the  remonstrance  given  Several!  over- 
in  be  the  said  conservator  of  the  necessity  of  some  new  acts  to  be  made  at  the  staple  port, 
next  general  convention  of  burrowes  for  reforming  of  all  former  and  avoiding  of 
all  future  abuse  at  the  said  staple  port  and  the  better  regulating  of  the  samen, 
therefor  the  present  commissioners  ordaines  ilk  burgh  to  be  required  for  sending 
their  commissioners  sufficiently  instructed  with  their  best  advice  to  the  next 
general  convention  to  be  holden  at  Bruntisland  the  first  Tuesday  of  July  next, 
with  continuation  of  dayes,  for  setting  down  certain  acts  and  statuts  for  that 
effect,  and  specially  for  takeing  to  their  consideration  the  particulars  following, 
sett  down  be  the  said  conservator  in  his  remonstrance,  vizt.,  First,  That  all 
masters  of  ships  be  strictly  bound  and  enacted  to  take  no  staple  waire  aboard  but 
such  as  are  directed  to  the  staple  port,  and  that  he  or  they  upon  their  arryveall 
at  any  other  place  within  the  Low  Countreys  shall  be  obleidged  to  find  or  send 
sufficient  security  for  sending  all  the  staple  waires  thither  without  delay  or 
retaining  any  part  thereof,  and  to  report  ane  note  or  testificat,  under  the  conser- 
vators hand,  his  depute  or  clerk,  verifying  the  same,  under  the  paine  of  500 
merks  for  every  voyadge,  at  what  tyme  or  place  soever  he  or  they  shall  happen  to 
be  intrapped  or  convicted.  (2*°)  Thatt  all  merchands  and  burgesses  within  this 
kingdome  be  inhibited  to  ship  or  loaden  any  staple  waires  unto  Dutch  ships,  or 
any  other  strangers  vessells,  but  upon  sufficient  security  given  be  them  to  the 
magistrats  of  the  burgh  where  they  reside  that  such  goods  are  by  them  intendit  and 
directed  to  no  other  place,  and  that  they  shall  not  be  vented,  offerred,  nor  sold  but 
at  the  staple  port,  and  to  returne  ane  certificat  thereof  in  manner,  under  the  paine 
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and  unlaw  abovewritten.     (3°)  That  upon  complaint  of  the  conservator  or  his 
deputes  upon  any  merchand,  skipper,  or  others  who  shall  have  broken  the  staple 
and  escapes  his  hand  and  punishment  in  the  Low  Countreys,  the  party  defender 
shall  be  cited  before  the  burrows  and  there  make  present  satisfaction  for  his  fault 
to  the  rigour,  and  find  sufficient  caution  and  be  referred  back  to  the  conservator. 
(4°)  That  all  factors  and  merchands  att  the  staple  port  be  discharged  from  selling 
any  staple  wairs  to  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  have  known  to  have  bought 
or  cause  be  bought  for  their  use,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  plaides,  skins,  hydes, 
cairseyes,  or  any  other  sort  of  Scots  staple  wairs  at  Rotterdam,  Amsterdam,  or 
any  other  place  within  the  17  provinces  by  the  staple  port,  under  the  pain  of 
XX  lb.  great  Fleymes  money  for  every  tyme  they  shall  transgress.     (5°)  That  they 
be  lykewayes  inhibited   under  the  pain  forsaid   to  sell  any  staple  waires  to  any 
Dutch  burgesses,  merchands,  or  factors,  to  be  lay'd  up  for  their  own  use,  or  in  com- 
mission, and  for  the  use  of  any  person  or  persons  who  shall  be  known  to  be  ane 
trader  and  buyer  of  staple  wairs  in  other  places  then  at  the  staple  port  directly 
or  indirectly.      (6°)  That  some  trustie  person  be  ordained  to  take  notice  of  the 
staple  waires  shipped  at  Lieth,  especially  of  skins  fast  and  louse,  and  that  he  or 
they  delyver  ane  note  under  their  hands  to  the  skippers,  specifyeing  the  number 
and  mark  of  every  cord  of  skins  (especially  such  as  are  broken  up)  and  of  hydes  and 
other  staple  waires  according  to  their  quality,  and  that  the  skipper  in  absence  of  the 
said  appointed  person  be  sti-ictly  enjoyned  to  take  no  goods  aboard,  that  so  the  multi- 
tude of  pleyes  may  be  avoyded  at  the  staple  port.     (7")  That  in  case  any  goods  be 
damnifyed  and  iulakeing  in  any  ship,  the  factois  or  any  party  interested  be  injoyned 
to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  conservator  within  four  days  after  the  unloading  of 
the  said  ship  or  else  to  have  no  action  against  the  skipper.     (8^°)  That  the  factors 
be  injoyned  in  their  own  person,  their  speciall  servants  in  their  absence,  to  attend 
the  louseing  and  loading  of  the  ships,  and  that  the  skippers  and  their  clerks  be 
tyed  to  doe  the  same.      (9°)  That  no  merchands  or  other  servants,  or  any  person 
whatsomever  not  being  lawfully  admitted,  shall  be  suffered  to  play  the  factor 
in  buying  or  selling  of  staple  wairs,  but  what  belongs  to  themselves,  and  for  their 
own  and  masters  proper  accompt,  to  the  end   that   the  factors   may  tbe  better 
attend  upon  their  calling  and  not  be  constrained  to  play  the  merchand  or  shift 
otherwayes.     (10°)  That  the  factors  be  injoyned  to  meet  at  certain  sett  tymes, 
especially  in  October  or  February,   or  upon  any  sudden  alteration  for  fear  of 
change,   in   presence   of  the   conservator  to  draw  up  ane  common   information 
tuitching  the  pryces  of  all  staple  commodities  and  appearance  of  the  mercat,  that 
suae  formally  we  may  give  notice  and  true  advertisement  to  their  mei'chands  in 
tyme  according  to  the  said  list  and   prescript  to  which  they  ought  to  be  tyed 
under  ane  certain  penalty,  and  not  to  be  suffered  to  every  one  to  wrytt  of  the  estate 
of  the   mercatt  at  random,  and  often  tymes  much  above  the  rate  for  drawing 
imployment  to  themselves,  much  to  the  prejudice  of  their  merchands  who  after- 
wards finds  the  smart  thereof.     (11°)  All  skippers  comeing  to  the  staple  port 
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with  staple  wairs  shall  be  injoyned  to  have  ane  formal  charter  party  for  the  pryce  Appendix  I. 
of  the  conditional  fraught,  subscribed  be  ane  competent  number  of  his  merchands  f'Jjf ''i63i°49 

fraughtevs,  to  the  end   that  all  questions  aryseiug  ordinarly  upon  the  different    — ^-— j 

wryttings  of  merchands  to  their  factors  may  be  avoyded.  (12o)  That  the  skippers  tureTanenT" 
immediately  at  their  arryveal  at  the  staple  port  deliver  their  cocquets  to  the  ^'^pl''  P<""t. 
conservator  or  his  clerk,  to  the  end  that  the  entryes  in  the  oustome  house  there 
of  all  staple  wairs  be  made  be  the  conservators  clerk,  and  that  noe  other  person 
or  persons  whatsomever  be  suffered  to  wrytt  the  samen,  that  soe  all  disorder  and 
inconvenience  aryseing  therefrae  may  be  prevented.  (13°)  That  the  merchands 
assignements  upon  their  factors  or  their  factors  notes  and  promises  for 
accompt  of  their  merchands  may  be  absolute  payment  to  the  merchands  and 
indwellers  in  the  Low  Countreyes,  especially  at  the  said  staple  port  and  other 
towns  within  the  Tsle  of  Walker  ;  and  that  all  factors  and  merchands  be  inhibited 
to  bargain  with  any  in  the  said  island  that  will  not  consent  to  the  premisses. 
(14°)  That  the  conservator  grant  noe  warrants  of  arreastment  upon  any  goods  or 
money  unless  the  arreaster  find  sufiicient  cautione  to  pursue  his  action  in  tyme 
comeing  before  the  conservators  court,  or  in  case  of  failyie,  or  that  after  the  pro- 
cess intented  be  heard  and  discussed  he  be  found  in  the  wrong,  to  pay  all  the 
cost,  skaith,  damadge,  interest,  and  expenses  of  the  party  innocent.  (15°) 
That  some  course  be  taken  for  preventing  strangers  ships  to  incroach  upon 
our  sea  trade,  especially  those  of  the  Low  Countreys,  who  in  regaird  of  their  peace 
with  Spain  will  ingress  all  to  themselves  with  their  great  flotts  and  saill  our  ships 
quytt  out  of  the  waters,  and  therefore  it  is  necessarie  to  raise  some  new  duetyes 
and  impositions  upon  all  Dutch  and  other  strangers  ships  comeing  into  or  going 
from  any  port  of  this  kingdome  with  any  loadning  whatsomever,  to  pay  so  much 
for  every  tunn  according  to  their  full  burden,  and  such  as  loaden  coall  is  to  pay 
soe  much  beside  every  chalder.  (1 6°)  That  no  factor  or  other  priviledged  per- 
sons, residenters  at  the  staple  port,  shall  be  cited  to  compear  personally  before 
the  burrows  at  the  instance  of  any  party  or  indweller  in  Scotland,  unless  the 
party  complainer  have  found  and  putt  in  sufficient  caution  and  surety  for  all  lawful 
charges  of  the  party  cited  (at  the  discretion  and  modification  of  the  burrowes)  in 
case  he  be  found  innocent  and  absolved.  (1  7°)  To  consider  of  the  many  incon- 
veniencies  and  prejudices  which  must  of  necessity  follow  upon  the  late  act  of 
burrowes,  whereby  its  ordained  and  declared  that  the  factors  and  others  of  the 
nation  at  the  staple  port  in  all  cases  and  matters  whatsomever  betwixt  them  and 
any  subject  shall  be  lyeable  to  compear  and  answer  to  any  complaint  before  the 
burrowes,  whom  they  are  to  acknowledge  their  only  judges  and  not  to  declyne 
from  them.  (18°)  To  take  to  serious  consideration  the  great  discredite  which 
redounds  to  our  nation  in  general  and  how  prejudiciall  it  is  to  all  merchands, 
especially  to  young  beginners,  trafequers  in  the  Low  Countreyes,  that  after  the 
deceass  of  such  persons  in  this  kingdome  as  are  known  responsall,  yet  their  heirs 
and  executors  think  no  shame  to  defraud  their  creditors  in  the  Netherlands  and 
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Appendix  I. 
Abstract  of 
acts,  1631-49. 

Severall  over- 
tures aneut 
staple  port. 


Endeavours  for 
luakeing  salt 
a  staple 
comodity. 
Factor. 
Harvie,  broker. 

Conservators 
dues. 

Pension  to 
Guthry. 


Commission 
anent  Scots 
liberties  in 
France. 
Prayers. 


Ker,  clerk. 

Brown  agent 
upon  Ramsay  es 
dimission. 


force  them  to  ane  composition  and  quyteing  ane  part  of  their  soume  before  they 
enter  in  any  payment,  which  great  abuse  and  hateful!  cheating  most  be  in  tyme 
looked  into  and  crushed.  (19°)  To  resolve  upon  the  motion  of  the  magistrats 
of  Campheir  concerning  coalls  and  other  commodities  of  this  kingdom  to  be 
declared  staple  wairs,  and  to  consider  of  the  reasons  pro  et  contra,  mentioned  in 
the  missive  letter  to  the  burrowes  thereanent  in  December  1645  years,  and 
whether  or  not  I  shall  cherish  the  said  motion  of  the  magistrats  of  Campheir 
concerning  coalls  and  other  commodityes  of  this  kingdome.  (20°)  To  take  notice 
that  three  years  since  there  was  a  cord  of  skins  landed  at  Campheir,  without  any 
letter  oi-  commission  to  any  factor  at  Campheir,  wherefor  I  ordained  Robert 
Grierson  to  receive  and  sell  the  samen  and  be  comptable  therefor  untill  such  tyme 
as  the  right  owner  should  appear,  and  I  did  give  advertisement  to  the  commis- 
sioners of  burrowes  in  July  1645,  but  as  yet  there  is  none  come  to  lay  claim  to 
the  said  cord  or  free  money  thereof,  which  amounts  to  three  score  pounds  Fleymis, 
or  thereabout ;  wherefor  I  desire  the  commissioners  of  the  haill  respective  bur- 
rows to  injoyne  for  the  right  proprietar  thereof  and  examine  him  about  the  mark, 
number,  tyme  of  shipping,  and  in  what  ship  and  what  port'  they  were  loadned  ; 
and,  upon  certification,  I  shall  cause  the  free  money  thereof  to  be  payed  or 
answered  to  him.  (21°)  To  dispose  of  the  halfe  of  threttie  four  pounds  fifty 
shilling  Fleymes  money  for  the  burrowes  use  seized  upon  be  me  in  March  last 
and  detained  under  confiscation  for  a  part  of  the  pryce  of  certain  staple  goods 
sent  to  Rotterdam  and  sold  be  ane  merchand  of  Edinburgh  there.  Which  haill 
particulars  abovewritten  are  remitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  general  conven- 
tion, and  the  clerk  to  report  his  diligence  heiranent  to  the  next  general  conven- 
tion, and  this  to  be  ane  head  of  the  next  missive.      (343.) 

There  is  a  proposition  made  for  makeing  salt  a  staple  commodity. 

Admitts  Robert  {blank)  to  be  factor.      (353.) 

The  convention  recommends  one  Harvie  to  the  conservator  to  be  admitted 
brocker  at  Campheir.     (354.) 

Ordains  letters  of  horning  to  be  raised  against  all  those  that  refuses  to  pay 
the  conservators  dues.     (357.) 

Grants  augmentation  to  Mr  Alexander  Guthrie  of  500  merks,  yearly,  by  and 
attour  the  former  pension,  and  that  for  his  faithfull  and  long  service  to  the 
burrowes.     (359.) 

There  is  ane  ample  commission  granted  to  Coll.  Thomsone  for  agenting  the 
Scots  libertyes  in  France.     (360.) 

Ordaines  that  there  shall  be  only  conceaved  prayers  said  at  meetings  of  con- 
ventions, and  recommends  to  the  severall  burghs  that  conceaved  prayers  be  only 
said  at  councill  meetings  of  burghs.      (363.) 

Master  Andrew  Kerr  chosen  clerk. 

John  Ramsay  dimitts  the  agents  place  by  dimission  under  his  hand,  where- 
upon William  Brown  is  chosen.      (363.) 
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No.    II, 

Appendix  II 

Decreet  of  Set  of  the  burgh  of  Inverness,  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the  Set  of  inver- 
20th  act  of  the  General  Convention,  dated  5th  July  1693.    >Sfee  p.  179.  "^'''  ^''^®' 

The  conventione,  conforme  to  the  twentieth  act  of  this  generall  conventione 
impowering  the  clerk  after  dissolveing  thereof  to  record  the  ratificatione  and 
approbatione  of  the  decreit  of  sett  of  the  magistrats,  gildrie  and  trades  of  the 
burgh  of  Inverness,  which  they  heirby  ratifie,  approve,  and  confirme  in  all  the 
heads,  clauses,  and  articles  therof,  and  of  which  decreit  the  tenor  folio wes : — At 
Inverness  the  eleventh  day  of  September  j™  v'f  and  seaventie  six  yeares,  the 
decreet  underwryttin,  conform  to  the  ordinance  therein  contained,  is  insert  and 
registrat  in  the  borrow  books  of  Inverness,  whereof  tlie  tenor  followes  : — At 
Inverness  the  second  day  of  September  j™  vj°,  seventie  six  yeares.  Anent  the  act 
of  the  generall  convention  of  burrowes,  holdin  at  Edinburgh  upon  the  seventh 
day  of  Jully  j"  vj"^  and  seventie  six  yeares  last  by  past  by  the  commissioners  of 
burrowes  [the  act  printed  in  vol.  III.,  pp.  662-4  is  here  narrated].  Conforme 
to  the  appoyntment  of  the  said  act  they  are  mett  and  conveened  at  Inverness  the 
severall  commissioners  of  burrowes  afternamed,  upon  the  last  day  of  August  la.st 
by  past,  for  takeing  notice  of  and  rectifying  the  differences  betwixt  the  saides 
magistrats  of  the  said  burgh  and  others,  to  witt,  Sir  Patrick  Threipland, 
provost  of  Perth,  George  Brown,  provost  of  Dundee,  Gilbert  Mollisone, 
baillyie  of  Aberdeen,  Alexander  Miln,  provost,  Robert  Eennald,  provost  of 
Monross,  David  Donaldsone,  for  the  burgh  of  Brichen,  Archibald  Willsone, 
baillyie  of  Queensferry,  Sir  Eobert  Dunbar,  provost  of  Forras,  Rannald 
Bayn,  late  baillie  of  Dingwall,  and  Alexander  Graham,  provost  of  Fortrose,  who 
being  mett  and  conveened  as  said  is,  they  for  the  more  and  oi-dourly  procedure 
in  the  matter  underwryttin  have  made  and  chosen  Sir  Patrick  Threipland,  pro- 
vost of  Perth,  as  preces  in  the  said  meeting,  and  the  saids  commissioners  have 
nominat  and  chosen  Mr  Alexander  Edward,  wrytter  in  Edinburgh,  as  their  clerk 
to  serve  them  in  their  meeting ;  and  alse  haveing  conveened  and  called  before 
them  the  forsaids  present  magistrats,  gildrie,  and  tradesmen,  and  haveing  perused 
the  counsell  bookes  and  read  over  the  contract  or  bond  betwixt  the  present  magi- 
strats, gildrie  and  trades,  and  haveing  heard  the  grevances  and  objectiones  against 
one  other  hinc  inde,  and  they  being  weell  and  ryply  advised  therwith,  the  saids 
commissioners  with  one  consent  and  assent,  conforme  to  the  ordinance  and  act  of 
burrowes  of  the  date,  tenor,  and  contents  abovewrittin,  doe  for  the  peace  and  tran- 
quility of  the  said  burgh  of  Inverness,  and  for  the  amicable  setleing  of  all  differ- 
rences  betwixt  the  present  magistrats  and  gildrie  and  tradsmen  in  all  tyme  comeing, 
and  for  avoiding  all  striiFe,  debeat,  or  any  ground  of  contention  in  all  tyme  heirafter. 


ness,  1676. 
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Appendix  II.  ^-j^^  confonne  to  that  point  of  the  said  act  impowering  them  to  setle  and  compose 
Set  of  Inver-  all  their  differences  in  order  to  ther  futur  election  as  farr  as  possible  can  be,  and 
to  establish  ane  sett  and  plateforme  of  government  of  the  said  burgh,  most 
agreeable  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdome,  example  of  the  best  governed  burrows 
of  the  nation,  and  particular  of  the  said  burgh,  have  decerned  and  ordained 
and  hereby  decernes  and  ordaines  that  at  the  next  electione  of  the  magis- 
trats  and  councell  of  the  burgh  of  Inverness,  and  yearly  at  their  electiones 
in  tyme  comeing  in  the  said  burgh,  ther  shall  be  strictly  keeped  and 
observed,  without  the  least  change  or  alterationes,  these  rules  and  ordinances 
following,  to  witt ; — Primo,  that  the  number  of  the  toune  counsell  of  Inverness 
shall  con.sist  of  twenty  one  counsellours  and  no  more,  whereof  the  then  present 
magistrats  to  be  ane  part  of  the  number,  and  which  conforme  to  the  sett  made 
be  the  toun  counsell  of  Inverness  in  anno  j™  vj°  fourtie  eight  yeares  ;  and  in 
respect  that  the  great  complaint  of  this  place  hes  been  conteinowing  of  the 
councell  these  many  years  bygone,  therfore  and  for  rectifieing  of  the  samen,  the 
saids  commissioners  hes  ordained  for  this  next  ensueing  year  only  that  this 
present  counsell  shall  elect  and  choose  their  counsellers  for  the  next  ensueing 
year  the  persones  foUoweing,  viz.,  John  Poison,  John  Barbour,  John  Stewart, 
William  Thomsone,  William  Patersone,  Donald  M'Lean,  John  Cuthbert  and 
Alexander  Clunnes,  who  are  to  come  in  place  of  the  eight  of  the  present  counsell 
to  be  put  of  and  discharged  be  the  presents  magistrats  and  counsell,  and  after 
the  eight  old  counsellers  ai'e  put  out  and  the  new  eight  put  in  the  counsell  to 
make  choose  of  the  present  provost,  beallyies,  dean  of  gild  and  theasurer,  and  in  caice 
of  their  not  acceptance  with  power  to  them  to  lite  and  make  choose  of  other 
magistrats  to  containow  for  the  next  ensuing  year.  And  ordaines  that  in  all 
tyme  hereafter  that  the  modell  sett  and  plateforme  shall  be  as  foUowes,  to  witt, 
primo,  that  they  shall  change  fy  ve  new  counsellers  everie  year  and  the  fy  ve  old  coun- 
sellers being  removed  the  counseU  shall  out  of  their  own  number  everie  year 
make  a  choose  of  the  magistrats ;  secundo,  the  provost  of  Inverness  heirafter  to 
be  choosen  to  containow  at  the  most  in  the  office  of  provostrie  but  the  space  of  three 
yeai's  together,  and  if  he  shall  containow  the  whole  three  years,  but  intermissione, 
he  shall  not  be  capable  to  be  upon  the  lite  of  the  provostrie  for  the  fourth  year ; 
and  this  but  prejudice  to  the  magistrats  and  counsell  to  choose  him  yearly  as  they 
think  fitt  j  lyckeas,  it  is  declared  to  be  but  prejudice  to  him  to  be  choosen  provost 
the  fyfth  year  or  at  any  other  time  thereafter  ;  and  it  is  hereby  declared  that  the 
provost  of  the  burgh  shall  have  two  votes  in  councell,  which  makes  in  the  wholl 
twentie  two  votes.  Secundo,  The  saides  commissioners  have  decerned  and  ordained 
that  the  baillyies  and  dean  of  gild  and  thesaurer  shall  at  most  containow  but  two 
yeares  in  the  office,  and  if  they  containow  so  long  without  intermissione  in  the 
saides  offices  then  in  the  third  year  they  shall  not  be  capable  to  be  listed  and 
choosen  to  officiat  in  these  offices  the  said  year  thereafter,  and  it  is  hereby  pro- 
vydit  that  the  magistrats  and  councell  hes  power  to  elect  and  choose  them  yearly 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  561 

as  they  think  fitt,  but  prejudice  also  to  them  to  be  choosen  the  fourth  year  or  Appendix  II. 
any  other  tyme  thereafter  ;  and  for  the  more  clearing  the  former  sett  it  is  hereby  Set  of  Inver- 
declared  that  the  provost,  baillyies,  dean  of  gild,  and  theasurer,  shall  containow  ''®^^'  ^^''^■ 
counsellors  the  next  year  after  ther  beareing  chairges  and  offices  of  magistracie,  ex 
officio ;  and  they  have  ordained  that  the  persones  to  be  chosen  counsellours  or 
magistrats  in  tyme  comeing  within  this  burgh  shall  be  actuall  residenters  within  the 
samen  and  liberties  thereof,  and  actuall  traffectand  merchants  or  maltmen  allanerly. 
And  for  the  more  firme  setleing  of  the  peace  of  this  burgh,  the  saids  commis- 
sioners haue  decerned  and  ordained  for  the  encouragment  of  trades  and  trads- 
men  within  this  burgh  that  the  severall  trades  foUoweing,  providing  that  each 
one  of  the  incorporationes  underwrittin  consist  of  seven  friemen  burgessis,  viz., 
the  hamermen,  wrights,  shoemakers,  taillyors,  skinners  and  weavers,  shall  be  in- 
incorporat  within  themselves,  with  power  to  them  for  their  further  encourage- 
ment, first,  that  they  shall  yearly  give  in  ane  lite  of  thrie  of  their  number  to  the 
magistrats  and  counsell,  who  shall  choyse  one  of  the  thrie  to  be  visitors  or  over- 
seers of  each  one  of  ther  respective  trades  for  the  next  ensueing  year  ;  secondly, 
that  one  of  the  saides  visitors  or  overseers  being  informed  that  any  extraneous 
persone  does  incroach  upon  the  priviledge  of  their  respective  trades  by  working 
within  the  freedom  of  this  place,  then  and  in  that  caice  they  are  to  apply  them- 
selves to  the  magistrats  of  the  place  who  are  heirby  obleidged  to  fyne  the  per- 
sones delinquents  as  they  shall  think  fitt  and  to  dischairge  the  saides  persones 
from  encroaching  upon  the  priviledges  of  the  respective  crafts  and  to  cause  them 
enact  themselves  wnder  a  penaltie  to  doe  so  no  more  in  tyme  comeing ;  thirdly, 
that  the  prentices  of  any  of  the  forsaides  trades,  being  lauchfullie  admittit 
prentice,  whose  names  are  holden  to  be  booked  in  the  councell  books  and  who 
serve  their  prentisships  dayly  and  faithfullie  and  have  dischairges  of  their  inden- 
tores,  shall  be  holdin  and  accepted  of  as  burgessis  of  this  burgh  on  ther  payeing 
ther  ordinar  dues,  and  are  to  be  received  as  freemen  within  the  respective  trades  ; 
and  it  is  hearby  declaired  and  decerned  that  it  shal  not  be  leisum  to  any  maister  of 
the  forsaides  trades  to  take  in  prentice  but  one  in  thrie  yeares  tyme  (except  upon 
death  of  or  running  away  of  another  prentice)  ;  fourthlie.  That  in  caice  any  of  the 
foresaides  tradsmen  shall  transgress  of  makeing  of  any  insufficient  work,  or  keep 
np  of  any  persones  work  two  long,  or  shall  any  otherwise  transgress  in  ther  said 
calling,  then  and  in  these  caices  it  shall  be  leisum  and  lauchfull  to  the  overseers 
or  visitors  of  any  of  the  respective  trades,  with  the  major  part  of  any  of  ther 
respective  trades,  after  tryall  made  of  the  forsaides  faults,  to  fyne  the  delinquents, 
the  fyne  not  exceeding  ten  shillinges  Scots,  and  which  fynes  are  yearly  to  be 
compted  for  to  the  magistrats  and  councell  of  this  burgh  by  the  visitors  and  over- 
seers, that  they  may  sie  the  samen  applyed  to  the  mantainance  of  the  poor  or 
other  pious  uses  of  the  respectiue  incorporationes  from  whom  the  fynes  are  taken ; 
fyfthly,  that  any  frieman  within  the  respectiue  trades,  or  any  of  ther  children 
or  apprentises  after  the  expyreing  of  ther  prentisshipes,  actually  queiting  ther 
2  4  B 


ness. 
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Appendix  II.  trades  and  take  themselves  to  merchandizeing,  they  shall  be  admitted  freemen 
Set  of  Inver-  of  the  gildrie,  they  payeing  the  ordinary  dues  of  the  gild  brethren,  and  shal  be 
1676.  capable  of  being  elected  either  counsellers  or  magistrats  of  this  burgh.  And  in 
respect  that  the  great  stents  and  impositiones  and  way  of  imposeing  of  the  same 
hes  bein  of  the  great  greivances  of  this  place,  therfore  the  saides  commissioners  have 
decerned  and  ordaines  and  hereby  decernes  and  ordaines  that  it  shall  not  [be  lau- 
full]  to  the  magistrats  or  counsell  to  stent  or  impose  taxationes  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  place  without  ther  own  consent,  or  at  least  the  most  pairt  thereof 
(except  the  stent  imposed  by  publict  authority);  and  in  case  ther  be  necessity  for 
imposeing  any  stents  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  burgh,  then  and  in  that  caice  the 
magistrats  shall  give  notice  to  the  inhabitants  what  is  the  cause  of  the  samen  by 
towk  of  drum,  and  of  the  tyme,  place,  and  maner  how  the  samen  is  to  be  impose- 
ing, and  for  the  more  regular  and  equall  way  of  imposeing  the  samen  they  ordaine 
that  the  magistrats  and  councell  of  this  burgh  shall  nominat  and  elect  fyfteen 
persones  of  best  fame  and  repute  within  this  place  to  be  stent  masters,  who  shall 
be  holdin  to  give  their  oaths  in  presence  of  the  councell  de  fideli,  whereof  eleven 
of  the  fyfteen  shall  be  a  quorum,  who  shall  meet  in  the  tolbooth  of  this  place,  and 
no  persones  to  be  suffered  to  be  with  them  but  one  of  the  magistrats,  and  after  the 
samen  is  imposed  and  collected  the  magistrats  and  councell  of  this  place  shall  be 
obleidged  to  make  it  appear  that  the  stent  is  bestowed  and  expendit  to  the  ends 
for  which  it  was  imposed.  And  because  it  is  informed  to  the  saids  commissioners 
that  the  towne  is  in  debt  in  the  soume  of  eight  thousand  marks  or  theirby,  and 
that  ther  is  no  other  way  for  payeing  the  samen  but  by  imposeing  the  samen 
stents  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  they  doe  seriously  recomend  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh  to  concurr  with  the  magistrats  therof  for  stenting 
the  neighbours  in  ordor  to  the  payment  of  the  said  debt  of  the  toun,  and  to  levie 
and  raise  the  said  stents  at  such  tymes  as  they  may  best  doe  with  ther  conveni- 
encie.  And,  finallie,  that  no  vestig  or  memorie  be  left  of  former  differences,  and 
for  takeing  away  all  grounds  of  dissentiones  and  divisiones  in  the  place,  the  saids 
commissars  ordaines  all  actiones  and  persuitts  of  law  betwixt  the  present  counsell, 
gildrie,  and  trades  of  this  burgh,  for  whatsomeever  cause  or  occatione,  intentit  or 
that  might  haue  been  intentit  preceding  the  date  heirof,  to  be  simpliciter  dis- 
charged and  to  be  void  and  null  in  themselves  in  all  time  comeing,  and  all  such 
proces  to  be  cancelled  and  never  insisted  in  hereafter ;  and  ordaines  the  contract 
or  bond  betwixt  the  present  counsell,  gildrie,  and  trads  to  be  presently  distroyed 
and  cancelled  in  ther  presence.  And  in  lyckmaner  the  saids  commissioners  wills 
and  declaires  that  the  aboue  wryttin  decreit  in  all  points  shall  stand  and  con- 
tainow  unviolable  unchanged  in  all  time  comeing,  certifieing  the  breakers  that 
the  royall  burrows  will  notice  the  breakers  of  the  same,  and  punish  them  accord- 
ingly and  state  themselves  as  pairties  against  them.  And  the  saids  commis- 
sioners ordaines  that  thir  presents  shall  stand  in  force  in  all  tym  comeing,  and  for 
the  rule  and  government  of  the  said  burgh  of  Invernese,  and  that  exti-acts  shall  be 
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given  furth  thereof  be  the  said  master  Alexander  Edward,  clerk  to  the  saids  Appendix  II. 
commissioners,  and  the  samen  to  be  als  valid  and  effectuall  as  if  the  samen  ■were  Set  of  Inver- 
subscribit  be  the  said  preses,  and  that  the  abouewryttin  decreit  is  to  be  insert  °^^^ 
and  registrat  in  the  town  court  bookes  of  Inverness.    In  testimonie  whereof,  the 
principal!  is  subscryved  be  the  said  Sir  Patrick  Threipland,  preses,  and  be  the  said 
master  Alexander  Edward,  clerk,  and  in  name  and  at  the  desire  of  the  remanent 
commissioners  abovewryttin.    Extracted  by  authority  and  comand  forsaid,  by  me. 
Sic  subscribitur  :  J.  Threipland,  preses,  Alexander  Edward,  clerk. 
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J.1  w.      o-j.    .  Repoets,  1692. 

Register  containeing  the  State  and  Condition  of  every  Burgh  within 
the  Kingdome  of  Scotland,  in  the  year  1G92. 

[The  following  Reports  were  obtained  in  terms  of  instructions  given  by  the  Gene- 
ral Convention  on  14th  July  1690  (act  23,  p.  119),  by  a  Conunittee  on  26th  November 
1690  (act  8,  p.  125),  and  by  the  General  Convention  on  9th  July  1691  (act  8,  p.  129). 
The  Reports  were  submitted  to  the  Convention  on  14th  July  1692  (act  27,  pp.  160-3). 
By  the  act  of  the  General  Convention,  dated  6th  July  1699  (act  7,  p.  264),  the  Reports 
were  appointed  to  be  recorded  in  the  Register  from  which  this  Appendix  is  printed.] 

Instructions  given  be  the  Eotall  Borrows  to  the  Visitors,  9  July  1691. 

Imprimis.  That  the  visitors  take  ane  exact  accompt  to  be  given  in  by 
the  magistrats  and  toun  clerk  of  everie  particular  burgh  off  ther  comon  good  and 
debt  upon  oath  and  the  magistrats  and  toun  clerk  to  subscrive  the  same. 

2.  Item,  that  the  magistrats  and  toun  clerk  produce  ane  exact  accompt  in 
the  termes  forsaid  of  all  the  mortifications  belonging  to  the  toun  councill  or 
gildry  or  trades  therof,  and  that  the  saids  visitors  are  to  consider  the  moi-tifica- 
tiones  in  soe  far  as  they  only  are  imployed  to  ease  the  burghs  off  publict  burdens 
and  taxes  laid  on  the  same. 

3.  Item,  the  visitors  appoynted  for  the  south  royall  borrowes  of  this  king- 
dome  that  in  ther  circuts  they  call  for  the  measours  keept  by  Jedburgh  to  sie  if 
they  be  conform  to  the  standart. 

4.  Item,  the  visitors  of  the  royall  borrowes  to  take  inquiiie  that  when  they 
come  to  the  burghs  of  Stirling,  Lithgow,  Hadingtoune,  Bamff,  and  (blank) 
burghs,  whether  the  burgesses  of  these  burghs  lyes  under  ane  absolut  necessity 
of  loading  and  unloading  at  unfree  burghs,  to  the  effect  that  if  it  appear  that 
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Appendix  III.  they  lye  wnder  aae  impossibility  to  load  and  unload  at  unfrie  ports  that  then 

Repoets,  1692.  they  may  have  a  particular  dispensatione  to  load  and  unload  at  unfree  ports. 

Instruction  to         5_  Item,  that  the  masistrats  and  toun  clerk  produce  to  the  saids  visitors  the 
visitors.  ,,  '  ,  .       „  ,      ,  -1  , 

theasaurers  accompts  and  equies  fyve  or  more  years  backward  upon  the  terms 

forsaid. 

6.  Item,  in  all  burghs  that  they  take  exact  tryall  unto  ther  trade,  both 
forraigne  and  inland,  and  particularly  of  the  wines  and  of  the  vent  and  consump- 
tion of  malt  for  fyve  years  backward. 

7.  Item,  that  they  take  exact  accompt  of  what  ships,  barks,  boats,  and  ferrie 
boats  they  have  belonging  to  them,  the  names  of  the  saides  ships,  ther  burden, 
and  value  of  each  of  them,  and  how  imployed  and  by  whom. 

8.  Item,  they  are  also  to  take  ane  accompt  of  what  ships  they  are  owners 
of  or  pairtners  in,  out  of  ther  own  burghs  als  weell  as  in  the  same,  and  this  to 
be  given  accompt  of  conform  to  ther  oath  of  knowledge  and  how  far  they  are  con- 
cerned with  the  burghs  of  regalities  and  barronies  in  the  matter  of  trade. 

9.  Item,  that  they  take  particular  notice  how  far  there  cess  are  payed,  whether 
out  of  ther  comon  good  or  by  taxationes  on  ther  burgh. 

10.  Item,  to  take  ane  exact  accompt  of  ther  ministers  stipends,  schoolmasters, 
precentars,  and  all  other  publict  servants,  what  it  is  and  how  payed,  whether  out 
of  any  mortification  or  out  of  the  towns  comon  good,  or  by  taxation  upon  the 
people  or  teinds  of  the  paroch. 

11.  Item,  to  take  exact  notice  how  ther  publict  works  are  mantained,  and 
out  of  what  fonds  such  as  churches,  hospitalls,  bridges,  harbours  and  the  lyike. 

1 2.  Item,  they  are  to  take  exact  inspectione  of  the  caice  of  the  houses  of  the 
towne  and  how  they  are  inhabited,  jtnd  what  rents  they  may  be  of,  and  of  what 
rait  houses  inhabited  by  strangers  are. 

13.  Item,  to  take  ane  exact  accompt  how  many  fairs  and  publict  marcats 
each  burgh  hes  yearly,  and  of  how  long  endurance,  and  what  the  intrinsick  value 
or  importance  the  same  may  be  of 

14.  Item,  that  the  visitors  of  the  royall  borrows  in  ther  circut  of  visitation 
trtke  information  from  the  magistrats  of  the  royall  burghs  of  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  the  regalities,  barronies,  and  other  unfree  burghs  within  ther  respec- 
tive precints,  as  to  ther  trade,  comon  good,  and  condition  of  ther  houses  and 
inhabitants  of  the  unfrie  burghs,  and  that  the  saides  informationes  be  given  in  by 
the  saids  magistrats  to  the  visitors  dureing  the  tyme  they  stay  within  ther  burgh. 

15.  Item,  that  the  visitors  take  ane  exact  accompt  and  tryall  of  everie  thing 
els  that  occurs  to  them  relaiting  to  the  condition  of  the  respective  burghs  whom 
they  shall  visite. 
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REPORTS. 


Burgh  of  Edinburgh. 


MARKS. 

Meall  marcat      .          .          .  1,600 
Netherbow,  Cowgait,  and  New 

ports      ....  1,250 

West  port ....  1,800 

Societie  and  Potteraw  ports  1,200 

House  of  Moore .          .          .  2,000 

Tallow  trone       .          .          .  110 

Flesh  and  cloath  boards        .  1,700 

Fish,  marcat         .          .          .  870 

Com  and  leather  marcats     .  450 

Sheep  flecks        .          .          .  400 

Poultray  and  bread  marcats  1,600 

"Veal  boards         .          .          .  600 

Shoad  carts          .          .          .  1,050 

Eruitte  metts      .          .          .  300 


e  Good  Towne  of  Edinburgh. 

Appendix  III. 

o 

Reports,  1692. 

MAEKS.  EdINBUEGH. 

Mark  upon  the  pack  to  Edin- 

burgh    .... 

450 

Mark  upon  the  tun  and  pack  to 

Leith      .... 

3,600 

Shoar  dewes  at  Leith  . 

7,700 

Weighouses  of  Edinburgh  and 

Leith     .... 

5,100 

Timber  Bush       . 

1,200 

Imposition  on  forraigne  cloath 

2,500 

Annuity  and  seat  rents 

20,300 

Elleaven  comon  milns 

15,600 

Old  imposition  on  wins 

37,850 

New  imposition  .          .          .     *14,750 

109,230 


LIB.       S. 


LIB. 


Societie 


2,333      6      8    South  kirk  inclosurs  there      30     0      0 


Grass  of  Gray  frier  yeard       166   13     4    Gallow  green 


Fore  Moore 
Back  Moore 
Boningtoun  milns 
Borrow  Loch 
Fleshers  of  Edinburgh 
South   Links  of  Leith 
house  ther 


72  0  0 

60     0     0    CoUedge  and  kirk  rents     5,264  0  0 

33      6     8    Pew  duties  of  Canongait, 

933     6      8        Leith  and  Portsburgh      700  0  0 

800     0     0    Houses  and  chope  rents     1,767  2  4 

200     0     0    Silver  deutie         .  .  81  0  0 


and 


203      6      8 


85,464  11     9 


Yictwall  rent,  307  bolls  1  firlott  2  pecks  bear. 

Edinburgh,  the  eighteen  day  of  May  j"  vj°  nynty  tuo  yeares.  This  is  the 
trew  list  of  the  comon  good  given  up,  upon  [oathe,]  by  us,  undersubscriveing,  to 
the  best  of  our  knowledge.  Sic  subscribitur :  Ard.  Mure,  prefectus ;  John  Robert- 
son, baillie;  Pat.  Johnstoun,  baUlie;  Michael  Allan,  d.  gild;  Henry  Ferguson, 
theasurer  j   Ja.  Rocheid,  clerk. 

*  This  item  appears  to  have  been  excluded  from  the  summation.  The  total  would  then 
amount  to  109,130  merks,  so  that  the  figures  are  also  erroneous  in  other  respects.  Similar 
instances  of  inaccuracy  occur  throughoat  the  Register,  and  therefore  it  may  he  explained 
that  in  this  print  the  summations,  as  well  as  the  different  items,  are  the  same  as  in  the  MS. 
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Appendix  III.                              Accompt 

of  the 

BURDEN. 
TUNS. 

Ships  of  Leith  the  17th  May 

VALUE.              SKIPPERS  OF  BAEKS. 

1692. 

BURDEN. 

TTINS. 

Reports,  1692. 

Edibbukgh.              skippers  or  ships. 

VALUE. 

Captain  James  Kendal] 

90 

8000 

John  Haigs 

40 

2000 

Captain  James  Simson 

120 

5000 

John  Achinmutie 

36 

1500 

Alexander  Tait 

150 

8000 

David  Eiehaye 

25 

900 

Eobert  Gray     . 

100 

6000 

Charles  Eanie,  ane 

wark 

Thomas  "Whyt . 

90 

6000 

Thomas  Hendersone . 

25 

900 

Thomas  Eiddell 

100 

3500 

John  Gair 

16 

500 

Thomas  Weir    . 

90 

3000 

John  Kay 

12 

300 

Andrew  Simsone 

70 

3000 

John  Sime 

30 

1000 

Alexander  Stivenson 

130 

5000 

Gilbert  Dick    . 

20 

600 

James  Sutherland 

90 

6000 

Walter  Graige 

15 

500 

John  Tait 

60 

4000 

Mathew  Barton 

24 

900 

James  Law- 

90 

6000 

William  Browne 

24 

900 

John  Browne    . 

UO 

8000 

Malcolm  Maccalla 

30 

1200 

SKIPPERS  OP  BARKS. 

Alexander  Gerve 

16 

700 

John  Barr 

40 

1000 

Walter  Lesly    . 

14 

500 

John  Mill 

15 

300 

This  is  the  trew  list 

given 

in  by  me.     Sic  subscribitur : 

Walter  Learmont, 

shor  maister. 

Accompt  of  Shiping  belonging  to  the  Merchants  of  Edinburgh  for 
twelve  moneths  by  past. 

Kendalls  ship  twice  to  Holland,  with  lead  ure  and  sheep  skins. 

Simpsons,  trade  twice  to  Holland  with  coalls  and  wool!. 

Alexander  Tait,  twice  to  Holland  with  coalls,  at  present  ane  transact  ship  in 
France  with  Canon  and  Buchan. 

Robert  Gray,  twice  to  Holland  with  coalls,  sheep  skins,  and  wool]. 

Thomas  Whyt,  twice  to  Holland  with  coalls,  sheep  skins,  and  wooll. 

Thomas  Eiddell,  once  to  Hamburgh  with  returns  of  mumbear,  some  quantity  of 
brandie,  and  once  to  France  with  returns  of  wyne. 

Thomas  Weir,  twice  to  London  with  coalls  and  some  packs  of  linnen  cloath, 
quherof  the  most  pairt  belonged  to  Glasgow. 

Andrew  Simson  to  London,  with  coalls  and  some  packs  of  linnen  cloath,  whereof 
the  most  pairt  belonged  to  strangers,  with  some  packs  of  drest  leather  belong- 
ing to  merchants  heir. 

George  Wood,  twice  to  Holland  with  coalls  and  sheep  skins. 

Alexander  Stevinsone,  twice  to  Amsterdam  with  coalls. 

James  Sutherland,  once  to  Hamburgh  with  returns  of  mumbear  and  some  brandie, 
and  now  at  Spain. 
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John  Tait,  imployed  by  the  publict  at  Innerlochie.  Appenbix  III. 

James  Law,  once  at  London  with  shouldiers,  being  balanced  with  coalls.  Reports  1692 

John  Brown,  once  to  Bilbo  and  not  yeit  reteired.  Edinbuegh. 

Item,  thrie  Swades  or  Damask  ships,  in  all  thrie  hunder  tunns,  with  wynes  from 

France. 
Item,  three  ships  belonging  to  the  merchants  all  lost  comeing  from  France  with 

wynes. 
Item,  as  to  the  consumption  of  malt,  the  same  is  computed  to  be  about  500  bolls 

per  week. 
Item,  to  the  trade  with  the  barks  the  same  is  all  inland  trade  with  corns  and 

coalls,  except  two  barks  who  are  at  present  in  the  Sound  with  herrings  on  the 

merchants  accompt. 
Edinburgh  the  [18]  May  1692  yeares.  The  whilk  day,  the  present  magis- 
trata  of  the  good  town  of  Edinburgh  and  their  touri  clerk,  haveing  mett  with 
James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  Alexander  Walker,  baillie  of  Aberdeen,  John 
Mure,  provost  of  Air,  and  Mr  James  Smalet,  provost  of  Dumbartoun,  commis- 
sionars  appointed  be  the  generall  convention  of  royall  borrowes  holden  at  Edin- 
burgh the  eight  day  of  Jully  j™  vj°  and  nyntie  one  yeares,  for  visiteing  the  haill 
royall  burghs  of  the  kingdome  of  Scotland,  they  did  give  in  ane  accompt  of  the 
patrimonie  and  comon  good  of  the  good  toun,  with  ane  ansuer  to  the  rest  of  the 
saids  visitours  instructions  as  follows  : — 

(1)  As  to  the  first  article  its  answered  that  the  comon  good  of  the  said  burgh 
will  extend  comunibus  annis  to  the  sowme  of  eighty  five  thousand  four  hun- 
dreth  and  sexty  four  pownds  elleaven  shillings  and  nyne  pennies,  and  that  ther 
debts  amounts  to  seaven  hundreth  seaventie  one  thousand  Soots  of  principall  soume. 

(2)  As  to  the  second  article  its  ansuered  that  they  are  not  concerned  therein. 

(3)  As  to  the  third  article,  its  answered  that  they  have  no  mortifications  that 
eases  the  burgh  of  any  publict  burthens  but  that  they  are  applyed  conform  to  the 
will  of  the  respective  mortifiers. 

(4)  As  to  the  fourth  article,  it  is  ansuered  that  they  are  not  concei-ned 
therein. 

(6)  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  magistrats  have  produced 
to  the  saids  visitors  their  theasaurers  books  for  fyve  preceding  yeares. 

(6)  As  to  the  sixth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  magistrats  have  given  in  a 
particular  accompt  to  the  saids  visitors  of  their  trade  both  forraigne  and  inland, 
as  also  what  French  wine,  seek,  brandie,  and  malt  they  vent  and  consume  yearly. 

(7)  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  saides  magistrats  have 
also  given  in  a  particular  accompt  to  the  saids  visitoi-s  of  what  ships  and  barks 
they  have  belonging  to  them,  ther  burden,  value,  how  imployed  and  by  whom. 

(8)  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  saids  magistrats  shall  at 
the  nixt  convention  of  borrowes  give  in  a  particular  answer  by  ther  commissioner 
to  that  article. 
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Appendix  III.         (9)  As  to  the  nynth  article  it  is  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payed  by  tax  on 
Reports,  1692.  ther  inhabitants. 

Edinbukgh.  (10^  X])  As  to  the  tenth  and  elleaventh  articles,  it  is  answered  that  all  con- 

tained in  these  articles  are  mantained  and  supported  out  of  the  comon  good. 

(12)  As  to  the  twelfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  saids  magistrats  have 
given  in  a  particular  accompt  of  the  rentall  and  conditione  of  ther  houses  in  a 
peaper. 

(1 3)  As  to  the  thretteenth,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  two  yearly  fairs,  the 
emoluments  whereof  are  given  to  ther  oflBcers,  and  that  each  are  of  eight  dayes 
containwance,  and  one  weekly  marcat. 

(14)  As  to  the  fourteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  the  burghs  of 
barronie  and  regalitys  followeing,  viz.,  Dalkeith,  Musleburgh  and  Eisheraw,  whose 
trade  is  nottourly  knowen,  but  Dalkeith  is  supposed  to  have  more  than  the  other 
two. 

Burgh  of  Peeth. 

Perth.  Accompt  of  Charge  and  Dischairge  of  the  comon  good  of  the  burgh  of  Perth, 

given  up  be  the  magistrats  and  toun  clerk  therof  to  the  visitors  of  the 
royall  borrows,  in  obedience  to  the  act  of  borrowes  the  ninth  Jully  j"  vj° 
nyntie  one  years. 

Charge. 

£  s.     D. 

Imprimis,  the  four  ports  of  the  town  and  bridge  of  Earn,  yearly 

2500  lib.  Scots,  inde  breviter        .... 
Item,  the  four  milns,  tuo  Inches  and  fishings 
Item,  the  weyhouse,  pynorie  and  pecks,  postmastership,  anchor- 

adge,  cess  boll,  fish  and  flesh  boords 
Item,  the  comon  mure  ..... 

Item,  of  fearm  and  teynd  bolls  twenty  four  chalder,  nyne  bolls, 

two  firlotts,  three  pecks,  att  1 00  marks  per  chalder  is 

Summa,  charge  ....      8,307      7     4 

Which  £8307,  7s.  4d.  of  charge  being  compared  with  the 
£9346,  Os.  6d.  of  dischairge,  declare  the  dischairge  exceeds 
the  charge  in       .  .  .  .  .  .       1,038   13     2 

Discharge. 

Imprimis,  paid  to  ther  ministers  yearly  of  silver  stipend  1300 
lib.  and  eight  chalders  of  victwall  at  100  marks  per  chalder, 
inde  in  all  .  .  .  .  .  .       1,833      6     8 

Item,  to  the  schoolmaster,  doctor  and  precenter  .  .  538   13     4 


2,500 
3,300 

0 
0 

0 
0 

800 
66 

0 
13 

0 

4 

1,640 

14 

0 
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3,274     0     6 


500     0     0 


800     0     0 


400 

0 

0 

1,400 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

Item,  the  annual  rent  of  the  principall  soume  of  81,862  marks 

6s.  8d.  resting  be  the  toun  to  ther  creditors  is 
Item,  of  yearly  pensions  to  advocats,  agents,  toune  clerk,  fischall 

post,  and  others   ..... 
Item,  for  the  eique,  borrow  dewes,  and  commissionars  chairges 

to  parliament  and  borrowes 
Item,  to  the  four  officers,  drummer,  pyper,  for  ther  cloathes  and 

yeirly  sallarie       ..... 
Item,  debursed  for  publict  works 
Item  of  contingent  chairges  be  the  magistrats  yeirly 


Summa  discharge  ....       9,346      0      6 

Perth  the  twenty  one  day  of  August  j"  yj°  and  nyntie  one  yeares.  The 
verity  of  the  acoompt  of  charge  and  discharge  of  the  comon  good  of  the  burgh  of 
Perth  respective  above  wryttine  is  attested,  conform  to  act  of  borrows,  by  us  the 
magistrats  and  clerk  undersubscryveing.  Sic  suhscrihitur :  G.  Oliphant,  provost; 
James  Gree,  baillie  j  D.  Monteith,  baillie ;  Alex.  Hay,  baillie  ;  "Walter  Feohney, 
bailly  ;  Ja.  Oliphant,  clerk. 

Accompt  of  the  regalities,  barronies,  and  other  unfree  places  within  the 
shirefTdome  of  Perth,  given  up  be  the  magistrats  of  Perth  to  the  visitors 
of  the  royall  borrowes,  in  obedience  to  ther  fourteen  act,  the  nynth  day 
of  Jully  j™  vj°  nyntie  one  years. 

LIB. 

The  regality  of  Aberneathie,  of  trade  yearly                  .                              .  4,000 

The  barrony  of  Forgundenij                .....  1,000 

The  barronie  and  toune  of  Denying  .....  4,000 

The  burgh  of  barronie  of  Ochterairdour          ....  1,000 

The  burgh  of  barronie  of  Blackfoord                .               .               .               .  600 

Regality  and  city  of  Dumblane          .....  8,000 

The  stewartry  and  city  of  Doune      .....  8,000 

The  towne  of  Muthill            ......  1,000 

The  stewartrie  and  towne  of  Creiff   .....  6,000 

The  towne  of  Foulis  Wester              .....  1,000 

The  toune  of  Killine             ......  1,000 

The  toune  of  Kenmore         ......  1,000 

The  towne  and  regality  of  Logerate  .....  2,000 

The  city  of  Dunkeld              .....  12,000 

The  burgh  of  regality  of  Ochtergaven             ....  1,000 

The  towne  of  Meikleour       ......  [500] 

The  regality  of  Goupar  of  Angus       .  .  .  .  .8,000 

The  towne  of  Elioth              .                             .              .              •  4,000 
2                                                         4  C 
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Reports,  1692. 
Perth. 


The  towne  of  Kinrossie 

The  towne  of  Migle 

The  toun  of  ArroU 

The  toun  of  Longforgund 

The  toun  of  Scoone 

The  burgh  of  barrony  of  Bridgend  of  Tay 

Summa 


LIB. 

500 
1,000 
2,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 

70,500 


Accompt  of  the  other  losses  the  burgh  off  Perth  hes  sustained  of  lait  by  and 
attour  ther  loss  of  trade  by  the  forsaides  regalities,  barronies,  and  other 
unfree  places  within  ther  precincts. 

LIB. 

Imprimis.  In  March  1676  the  most  considerable  burgesses  of  the  burgh 
being  persewed  befor  the  lords  of  privie  counoill  by  Sir  Patrick 
Thi-iepland,  ther  lait  provost,  for  outing  of  him  from  his  provost- 
ship,  they  were  fynet  and  put  to  the  expences  of  at  least  .       20,000 
Item.      In   anno    1679   such  of  the  inhabitants  as  then  inclyned   to 
incouradge  trade  at  the  place  haveing  caused  build  ane  new  ship 
at  Rotterdam,  called  the  Eagle  of  Perth,  and  haveing  bestowed 
upon  her  and  her  loadening  to  the  value  of  20,000  lib.,  all  was 
cast  away  both  ship  and  goodes  at  Taymouth  in  her  first  voyadge 
homeward,  inde               ......       20,000 

Item.     In  anno  1681  the  inhabitants,  for  ther  farder  incouradgement 
of  trade,  haveing  again  caused  build  ane  other  new  ship  at  Leith, 
called  the  Eagle  of  Perth,  and  after  two  or  thiie  voyadges  made 
therwith  the  owners  therof  haveing  loadening  her  to  Holland, 
George  Fergusone,  ther  skipper  therof,  runne  away  with  her  and 
her  loadening   and  never   returned   from  Virginia  again,  to  the 
value  at  least  of  ...  .  .       10,000 

Item.  Since  the  merchants  of  this  place  had  ane  shipe  fraughted  with 
Hollands  goodes  comeing  from  Rotterdam  to  Perth,  and  by  ane 
stress  of  weather  was  driven  in  and  sunk  at  Cockkenzie,  wherby 
the  merchants  sustained  of  loss  at  least  to  the  value  of    .  .         4,000 

Item.    Their  rests  to  the  towne  and  inhabitants  therof  by  ther  Majesties 
forces  in  annis    1689  and  1690  upwards  of  eighteen  thousand 
marks,  conform  to  the  particular  verified  accompts  therof  given  to 
the  lords  of  privie  councill,  and  wherof  as  yeit  ther  is  no  allow- 
ance nor  payment  made  nor  granted,  inde  .  .  .       12,000 
And  this  by  and  attour  many  other  accid entail  losses  sustained  by  the  bur- 
gesses, and  the  many  and  sewerall  ruinous  lands   and  decayed  houses  within  the 
said  burgh  of  Perth,  and  which  the  magistrats  of  Perth  heirby  recomends  seriously 
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to  the  visitors  and  intreats  that  they  may  make  report  thereof  and  of  the  forsaids  Appendix  III, 
losses  to  the  first  meeting  of  the  royall  borrowes  that  at  least  this  burgh  may  be  Reports,  1692. 
eased  of  ther  taxt  roll.  Perth. 


BUEGH  OF  DUNDIE. 

Charge. 

Imprimis,  the  towns  milns,  yearly    .... 

Item,  the  pettie  customs,  yearly        .... 

Item,  the  flesh  and  fish  stocks,  yearly 

Item,  the  postmastership,  yearly        .... 

Item,  a  years  rent  of  the  anchoradge  and  shoresilver 

Item,  a  years  of  the  ten  pennies  on  ilk  stipend  of  malt 

Item,  a  years  rent  of  the  salmond  fishing 

Item,  a  years  of  the  midding  lairs  at  the  east  and  west  ports 

Item,  a  years  rent  of  lim  potts  and  grass  at  the  east  port 

Item,  a  years  rent  of  the  pack  hous  and  pack  hous  yeard 

Item,  a  years  rent  of  the  hacksters  stands 

Item,  a  years  rent  of  the  viccaradge 

Item,  a  years  rent  of  the  flesh  shambles 

Item,  the  few  duty  of  the  Balgayes  salmond  fishing  . 

Item,  the  few  duty  of  the  booth, under  the  tolbooth  and  behind  it 

Item,  the  few  duty  of  Mr  Auchinleks  yeard 

Item,  a  years  few  rent  of  Andrew  Nicolls  hous  at  the  east  port 

Item,  payed  yearly  to  the  toun  for  the  head  rowmes 

Item,  the  pettie  impost  of  wyne        .... 

Item,  a  years  rent  of  the  lands  of  Logie 

Item,  a  few  duty  out  of  David  Scot  in  Balhungie  his  shop     . 


Dotdie. 


LIB. 

s. 

D. 

722 

0 

0 

940 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 

36 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 

26 

13 

4 

180 

0 

0 

18 

0 

0 

3 

8 

8 

500 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

120 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

5 

12 

0 

50 

0 

0 

457 

18 

0 

1 

10 

0 

Discharge. 

Imprimis,  resting  be  the  toun  of  Dundie  to  severall  persons  by 
bond,  the  sowme  of  38,253  li.,  which  payes  of  annual  rent 
yearly  ...... 

Payed  to  the  laird  of  Fentrie  of  few  duty  yearly 

Payed  to  the  parson  for  his  house  rent 

To  the  towns  two  stipendarie  ministers 

To  the  clerk  deput,  advocat,  his  servant,  postmaster  of  Edinburgh, 
and  other  oflioers  ..... 

To  the  master  of  the  grammar  school  his  two  doctors  and  janitor 

To  the  knocksmith  of  fie      . 

To  the  precenter 


2,295 

3 

8 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

1,566 

13 

4 

286 

0 

0 

366 

13 

4 

91 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

LIB. 

144 
587 

s. 
0 
0 

D. 

0 
0 

42 

24 

2 

6 

0 

13 

8 
0 
0 

7 

147 

133 

13 

10 
0 
6 
6 

0 
0 
8 

8 

120 

251 

0 
12 

0 
0 
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Appendix  III. 

r— - —  To  St  Leonards  colledge  for  tuo  bursars 

DuNDiE. '  To  the  gild  officer,  toun.  officers,  drumer,  pyper,  and  ther  cloathes 

To  the  hospitalls  maister  for  the  grass  above  and  beneath  St  Francis 
well    ....... 

To  the  kirk  theasaurer  for  a  years  rent  of  a  booth     . 

To  a  few  duty  to  the  poor  out  of  the  grammar  schooll 

To  a  few  duty  to  the  laird  of  Lundie  5  lib.  and  to  John  Peirsons 

airs  2  lib.  10s.,  inde     ;  .  .  .  '    . 

To  eique  monie        ...... 

To  the  writing  master  ..... 

To  a  ground  anwall  out  of  the  castell  milns 

Item,  commissioners  expences  to  the  generall  convention  of  bor- 
rows yeirly      ...... 

Item,  of  borrow  dewes  the  last  year 
Item,  commissioners  expences  to  the  particular  convention  of  bor- 
rows ...... 

Item,  commissionars  expences  to  the  parliament 

J  tern,  for  mantaining  the  honour  of  the  good  town   in  waiting  on 

noblemen  and  others  in  whom  the  burgh  is  concerned     .  1,200      0      0 

Item,  to  a  few  duty  out  of  the  touns  milns  to  the  Earle  of  Lau- 

derdaile  .  .  .  .  .  .  66   13     4 

This  above  accompt,  being  the  chairge  of  the  comon  good  of  the  said  toun 
and  the  other  padge  being  ther  disohairge,  is  the  just  and  trew  accompt  of  the 
condition  of  the  said  burgh,  given  up  by  the  magistrats  and  town  dark  upon 
oath  to  the  visitors  appointed  by  the  royall  borrowes  for  that  effect,  and  is  sub- 
scribit  by  the  saids  magistrats  and  clerk  day  and  place  forsaid  ;  and  the  magis- 
trats doe  declaire  that  the  brewars  haveing  considered  the  low  condition  of  the 
burgh  and  the  increasing  of  ther  debts  by  reasone  of  the  extraordinarie  emer- 
gents,  the  brewars  have  in  October  last  granted  a  voluntarie  contributione  and 
impositione  to  be  payed  be  them  to  the  toun  of  ten  shillings  Scots  upon  each  boll 
malt  for  support  of  the  burgh  which  is  only  to  oontinow  dureing  the  brewars 
pleasours.  Sic  subscribitur  :  Ja.  Fletcher,  provost  ;  Jobn  Scot,  baillie  ;  Patrick 
Yeaman,  baillie  ;  William  Watsone,  baillie ;  Ja.  Wedderburn. 

Ane  accompt  of  the  masters  of  ships  names  and  ther  burden  of  ther 
veshells  belonging  to  the  burgh  of  Dundie. 

Alexander  Wedderburne, 

his  ship 
John  Marr,  his  ship    . 


UNHS. 

VALUE. 

TUOTTS. 

Thomas  Abercrombie,  his 

VALUE. 

200 

800 

ship        ...            90 

300 

100 

400 

Andrew  Smitton,  his  ship      80 

200 
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TUNHS. 

VALUE. 

60 

150 

60 

50 

John  Eeid,  his  ship     . 
David  Eamsay,  his  ship 
William  Fairweather,  his 

ship        ...  60        150 

William  Donaldsone,   his 

ship 
William  Watt,  his  ship 
Alexander  Duncan,  his  ship 
John  Donaldsone,  his  ship 
Robert  Eankine,  his  new  ship  50 


Tuws.    VALUE.  Appendix  III. 


40 

50 

50 

100 

36 

80 

36 

80 

50 

120 

The  old  bark  belonging  to 

him        ...  30  80 

James  Burgh,  his  ship  60  100 

David  Machan,  his  ship  35  50 

Patrick  Gray,  his  ship  30  50 

Thomas  Eoss,  his  bark  24  40 

William  Lyell,  his  bark  24  50 

George  Patersone,  his  bark  16  30 

John  Ramsay,  his  bai'k  10  20 

William  Buck,  his  bark  10  20 


Reports, 

DUNDIE. 


1692. 


Note  of  burghs  of  barronie  and  regality  to  the  burgh  of  Dundie. 

LIB.  s.  D. 

Imprimis,  the  Hill  of  Dundie  trads  to  the  value  of  .              .          10,000  0  0 

Item,  the  Ferrie  Partancraigs,  in  passage  boats,  shiping  and  trade  20,000  0  0 

Item,  the  towne  of  North  Ferrie     ....             4,000  0  0 

Item,  Munyfuith,  Barrie,  and  Panbryd          .               .               .             6,000  0  0 

Item,  Glamous  trades  to  the  value  of             .               .               .             2,000  0  0 

Item,  Kerremure  trades  to  the  value  of                        .               .           10,000  0  0 

Item,  Alyth  trades  to  the  value  of                 ...           15,000  0  0 

Coupar  of  Angus  trades  to  the  value  of        .              .              .          20,000  0  0 

Miglie  and  Newtyle             ....                          2,000  0  0 

Forgan  and  Ballegerno        ....                           3,000  0  0 

ErroU         .......            8,000  0  0 


Note  of  the  touns  losses. 

At  law  with  my  Lord  Lauderdale  for  7  years 

For  building  and  rebuilding  the  bulworks  of  the  toun 

Item,  for  cutting  the  loch  of  Lundy  for  water  to  the  milns    . 

James  Davis  ship  and  loadening  lost  at  sea  to  the  value  of    . 

Robert  Rankine  ship,  called  the  Concord,  and  goodes  to   the 

value  of  .  .  .  .  •  • 

Ane  other  ship  and  goodes  belonging  to  the  said  Robert  lost  sex 

years  thereafter  ..... 

Item,  another  ship  of  his  strandit  at  Aberdeen  lost  . 
Thomas  Patersone  ship  and  goods  lost,  valued  at 
George  Adamsons  ship  lost  .... 

Alexander  Wedderburns  ship  with  a  burdean  and  loading     . 
John  Frasers  [sliip]  and  goodes  lost  to  the  value  of  . 
William  Watts  crear 
Robert  Smith  leadened  from  the  Lewes 


20,000  0  0 

20,333  6  8 

333  6  8 

5,000  0  0 

20,000  0  0 


15,000 

0 

0 

4,000 

0 

0 

6,000 

0 

0 

4,000 

0 

0 

5,000 

0 

0 

6,000 

0 

0 

4,000 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 
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Appendix  III.  Accompt  of  expences  be  the  toun  in  fortifieing  the  same. 

DramF^'  ^^^'^'  I™P^™is,  debursed  be  James  Bonar,  theasaurei-,  per  accounts  and 
precepts  ..... 

Item,  to  William  Dumbar  for  expi'ess 

Item,  payed  to  him  by  James  Lyon  for  express 

Item,  to  bailly  Blair  for  powder 

Item,  for  16  muskets  to  Robert  Watsone    . 

Item,  for  candle  to  guards 

Item,  for  dressing  the  touns  armes 

Item,  to  John  Robertson  for  20  f3rrelocks  at  6  lib.  per  peice 

Item,  to  Mr  Hugh  Safely  for  attending  the  gunns     . 

Item,  to  measons  for  repairing  the  tolbooth  and  ports 

To  Thomas  Doig  for  a  pair  of  wheells  to  the  great  guns 

To  John  Wardroper  for  oil  to  the  carriadges 

To  John  Ferrier  for  lead  as  per  accompt 

To  severall  other  persons  for  small  neoessars  for  the  gunns 

For  powder  to  severall  persons 

To  James  Yeaman  and  John  Reid  for  powder 

For  mantaineing  some  wounded  men  after  Ranrory 

Paid  at  London  for  powder,  ball,  match,  and  shools,  68  lib 
7d.  sterling     ..... 

To  Joseph  Smitoun  for  ther  fraught  from  London    . 

To  John  Reid  for  timber  and  others  paid  by  James  Lyone 

Paid  by  Andrew  Smitoun  for  the  guards  express  and  fortificationes 

To  bailly  Scrymsour  for  ball 

For  the  provost  and  Baillie  Douncan,  ther  express  in  going  to 
London  in  January  1689,  for  presenting  the  greivances  of 
the  burgh  to  his  Majestic  .... 


and    LIB. 

s. 

D 

3,092 

19 

5 

68 

19 

0 

104 

0 

0 

165 

0 

0 

46 

8 

0 

166 

4 

2 

66 

13 

4 

120 

0 

0 

29 

0 

0 

439 

0 

0 

19 

0 

0 

8 

4 

0 

6 

19 

0 

7 

17 

0 

42 

18 

0 

43 

10 

0 

37 

4 

0 

5s. 

819 

7 

0 

57 

13 

4 

95 

10 

0 

iationes  866 

4 

0 

25 

0 

0 

1,626     0     0 


Abekdeen. 


BuEGH  OF  Aberdeen. 

Ane  accompt  of  state  of  Aberdeen  as  it  is  given  up  the  (blank)  day  of 
September  1691  to  the  commissionars  appointed  by  the  royall  burro wes 
by  the  magistrats  and  toune  clerk  of  the  said  burgh. 


Debitor. 

The  few  duties  of  the  said  burgh,  as  per  accompt 

To  the  tack  duty  of  the  touns  milns 

To  the  tack  duty  of  the  paokhouse  and  weighouse 

To  the  tack  duty  of  the  pettie  customes 

To  tackduty  of  bell  customes  . 


711  8  10 
800  0  0 
700  0  0 
390  13  4 
800  0  0 
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To  tack  duty  of  the  flesh  stands 

To  tack  duty  of  small  imposition  on  fleshes 

To  the  duty  of  some  shops  under  the  tolbooth 

To  the  duty  of  the  dead  hand  bell 

To  mony  receaved  for  mort  cloaths 


This  is  the  comon  good  of  the  town 


LIB. 

s. 

D.  Appendix  HI. 

103 

6 

8  Kepoets,  1692. 

80 

0 

0  Aberdeen. 

32 

0 

0 

26 

13 

4 

104 

0 

0 

3,748     2     2 


Imprimis  the  annual  rent  of  112,755  lib.  9s.  of  principall  rest- 
ing be  the  toune  as  j)er  accompt 

The  debursements  on  the  gild  hospitall  as  by  accompt  yearly  over 
and  above  what  is  mortifled  to  them  yeirly 

To  mony  payed  for  the  touns  eiquie  is 

To  the  ministers  stipends  yearly 

To  the  master  of  the  musick  schooll,  yearly,  is 

To  the  precenter  and  reader  in  the  new  kirk,  yearly    . 

To  mony  paid  for  reading  and  saying  of  prayers  is 

To  monie  paid  for  reading  and  preoenting  in  Fittie 

To  ane  doctor  for  waiting  on  the  sick  poor 

To  our  principall  clerk  of  yearly  sallarie 

To  our  wnder  clerk  of  sallarie 

To  our  advocat  ordinar  of  yeirly  sallary  at  Edinburgh 

To  his  servants  is       . 

To  our  touns  consulter  of  sallary  yearly 

To  our  tovins  procurator  and  consulters  servants 

To  our  touns  chamerlane  of  yearly  sallary  is    . 

To  our  agent  at  Edinburgh  yearly 

To  our  touns  ofiicers  yearly    .... 

To  our  toune  clerks  servants  yearly     . 

Eor  ringing  the  tolbooth  bells  and  attending  the  clocks 

To  the  executioner  and  scourger  yearly  is 

For  ringing  the  kirk  bells  is  ... 

Summa  of  the  forsaid  yearly  sallaries  is 


6,765 

6 

6 
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6 

8 
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8 

2,305 
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4 
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4 
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0 
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4 

133 

6 

8 

133 

6 

8 

11 

12 

0 

133 

6 

8 

49 

0 

0 

266 

13 
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6 

8 

100 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

90 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 

11,578     4     6 


Casuall  Debuksements. 
Per  mony  to  commissioner  and  assessor  at  jjarliament ;  to  commissioner  of 
borrowes  ;  to  advocats  and  writers  in  Edinburgh  in  the  annwall  affairs  extra- 
ordinar ;  for  maintaineing  the  calsies  in  and  about  the  towne  ;  de- 
bursed  by  the  magistrats  in ,  goeing  about  the  towns  afiairs  ;  for  inter- 
taineing    noblemen,    gentlemen,    and    ofiicers    of    the    armie  ;    for    maintaine- 
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Affendix  III,   j^g   ^{jg    council    house,    tolbooth,   and  kirks   and    other    publict    houses ;    for 

Beports,  1692.  port  of  letters  and  touns  expresses  ;  to  our  officers. 

Aberdeen.  At  Aberdeen,  the  eight  September  1691   yeirs.     The  above  accompt,  being 

the  charge  of  the  rents  of  the  toune  of  Aberdeen  with  the  accompt  on  the  other 
padge  being  the  dischairge,  is  the  just  and  trew  accompt  of  the  conion  good  and 
debts  and  conditione  of  the  said  burgh,  given  up  by  the  magistrats  and  clerk 
upon  oath  to  the  visitors  appointed  by  the  royall  borrowes  for  that  eifect,  and  the 
saids  magistrats  and  clerk  have  subscrivet  the  samen  day  and  place  forsaid.  Sic 
subscribitur :  W.  Cochrane,  provost ;  John  Moir,  baillie  ;  Al.  Walker,  baillie  ; 
Pat.   Gellie,  baillie  ;  Walter  Robertsone,  baillie  ;  John  Moir,  toune  clerk. 

It  is  to  be  minded  since  the  imposition  of  ther  malt  was  taken  away  they 
runn  on  yeirly  in  debts  betuixt  7  or  8000  lib.,  which  without  some  remead  they 
are  not  able  to  subsist,  and  being  interrogat  by  the  visitors  what  method  the 
magistrats  and  counoill  take  for  advancing  the  balance  betuixt  their  charge  and  dis- 
charge, they  give  accompt  that  they  are  forced  to  intromett  with  the  mortificatione 
monie  to  defray  the  present  necessity  and  to  support  the  government,  haveing 
alreadie  borrowed  soe  much  that  they  can  not  have  credit,  and  now  their  debts 
accumulatts  to  the  hospitalls,  and  in  a  short  tyme  will  swell  soe  high  that  the 
toune  will  be  utterly  ruined. 

Stirling.  Burgh  of  Stirling. 

Stirling,  the  elleaventh  day  of  May  j"  vj"=  and  ninety  two  years,  compeired 
befor  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie 
of  Aberdeen,  commissionars  appointed  be  the  convention  of  royall 
burrowes  for  visiting  the  wholl  royall  burghs  be  south  and  be  west  the 
rivar  of  Forth,  the  present  magistrats  and  toun  clerk  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Stirling,  and  gave  in  ane  accompt  of  ther  patrimonie  and  comon  good, 
together  with  ane  ansuer  to  the  saids  visitors  instructions  as  folio wes: — 

1.  As  to  the  first  article,  its  answered  that  ther  comon  good  will  amount  to, 
comunibus  annis,  fyve  thousand  four  hundred  and  fourty  seaven  pounds  four 
shillings  tuo  pennies  Scots,  and  that  ther  detts  extends  to  41,608  pound  two 
shillinges  eight  pennies  of  principall  soume. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  its  answered  that  they  have  no  mortificationes 
but  what  is  applyed  for  the  gild  and  trade  hospitalls  and  the  poor  of  the  burgh 
and  does  nowayes  ease  the  same  of  publict  burthens. 

3.  As  to  the  third  article,  its  answered  that  they  are  nowayes  concerned 
therein,  haveing  Stirling.shire  measour. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  its  ansuered  that  Alloway  is  there  nearest  and  most 
convenient  harbour  for  loading  and  unloading  ships  of  any  burthen,  ther  nearest 
royall  burgh  haveing  a  sea  port  is  Queensferry,  and  that  they  are  necessitat  to 
bring  ther  goodes  to  ther  harbour  by  lighters  that  draw  not  above  5  foot  of  water. 

5.  As  to  the    fyfth    article,    its    ansuered    that   they   have    produced    ther 
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tlieasaurers  bookes  for  fyve  preceding  years,  and  that  the  saids  visitors  have  found  Appendix  III. 
by  the  saids  bookes  ther  theasaurers  to  have  been  considerably  supperexpended  Eepoets,  1692. 
each  year,  and  that  ther  eiquies  with  clerks  and  other  dewes  amounts  to  sexteen  Stirling. 
pound  Scots  which  is  annwally  payed. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  its  answered  that  there  forraigne  trade  of  export 
and  import  will  not  exceed  20,000  markes  of  stock  yearly  but  is  within  it,  and 
that  they  have  no  Inland  trade,  and  that  the  retaill  of  their  shops  is  inconsider- 
able, not  exceeding  10,000  marks  yearly  in  the  haill,  and  that  they  vent  and 
retaill  about  ten  tunns  of  French  wine  yearly,  including  seek  and  brandie,  and 
that  they  vent  and  consume  ane  hundreth  bolls  malt  weekly. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  ansuered  that  they  have  two  galliots 
belonging  to  them,  about  threty  tunn  a  peice  and  1000  marks  each  of  value, 
which  are  for  the  most  pairt  imployed  by  others,  and  that  they  have  no  other 
ships,  barks,  or  boats,  belonging  to  them. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  neither  owners  nor 
pairtners  of  any  ships,  barks,  or  boats  belonging  either  to  burghs  of  regality  or 
barrony,  nor  are  they  concerned  in  matters  of  trade  with  unfree  burghs. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  its  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payed  by  a  mark 
on  the  boll  of  malt  which  also  helps  to  defray  other  publict  burthens. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  its  ansuered  that  their  first  minister  hes  ane 
hundreth  pownds,  the  second  minister  seaven  hundreth  marks,  ther  schoolmaster 
four  hundreth  marks,  all  out  of  the  comon  good,  and  that  all  other  ther  publict 
servants  are  payed  out  of  the  same. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  its  answered  that  all  ther  publict  works 
(save  ther  hospitalls)  are  mantainit  out  of  the  comon  good. 

12.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  that  the  most  pairt  of  ther  houses  are  inhabited 
by  ther  respective  heretors,  and  that  the  rent  of  the  best  in  the  toune  will  not 
exceed  100  marks  and  the  worst  will  be  fourty  shillinges. 

13.  As  to  the  threteenth  article,  its  answered  that  they  have  four  yearly 
fairs,  each  of  one  dayes  containwance,  and  a  weekly  marcat,  the  customes  of  all 
which  are  a  pairt  of  ther  common  good  as  in  ansuer  to  ther  first  article. 

14.  As  to  the  fourteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  within  ther 
shire  and  others  adjacent  the  burghs  of  regality  and  barrony  followeing,  viz., 
Falkirk,  Kilsyth,  Bathlivie,  AUoway,  Downe,  Dumblane  and  Airth,  who  have 
a  considerable  trade  and  are  very  prejudiciall  to  them.  Ther  houses  are  in 
a  good  conditione  and  sett  at  a  better  rate  then  many  in  ther  burgh. 

15.  As  to  the  fyfteenth  article,  it  is  answered  ther  are  no  soumes  of  mony 
resting  to  the  towne,  and  ther  fewes  of  houses,  burgers  admissions,  &c.,  are  a 
pairt  of  ther  comon  good.  Ther  bloodwitts  are  imployed  for  the  magistrats 
particular  use,  and  they  have  no  cess  bookes. 

This  is  the  true  accompt  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  burgh  of  Stirling, 
in  answer  to  the  abovewryttin  instructions,  as  it  is  given  up  upon  oath  by  the 
2  4  D 
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Appendix  III,  magistratis  and  toune  clerk  undersubscry veing  to  the  best  of  tber  knowledge  to 
Kepobts,  1692.  the  saids  visitors  day  and  dait  forsaid.  Sio  suhsarihitur:  John  Harley,  baillie  ; 
Stielino.         Thos_  Wordie,  baillie  ;  D.  Moir,  baillie  ;  Ja.  Norie,  clerk. 

Nota.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  ther  is  twentie  three  thousand  two 
hundreth  thirty  and  three  powndes  six  shillings  eight  pennies  due  be  them  to 
ther  hospitallis.  The  annual  rentis  therof  hes  not  been  payed  since  the  1680 
yeir. 

BUKGH  OF  LiTHGOW. 

Linlithgow.  The  twelth  day   of  May  j™  vj''  and    nyntie  two    yeares,   compeired  before 

James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie  of  Aberdeen, 
commissionaris  appointed  be  the  convention  of  royall  borrowes  for  visiting  the 
wholl  royall  burghs  be  south  and  west  the  river  off  Forth,  the  present  magistratis 
and  toun  clerk  of  the  said  burgh  of  Linlithgow,  who  gave  in  ane  accompt  of  ther 
patrimonie  and  comon  good,  together  with  ane  answer  to  the  saids  visitors  in- 
structionis  as  follows: — 

1.  As  to  the  first  article,  its  answered  that  ther  comon  good,  communibus 
annis,  will  extend  to  two  thousand  and  eight  hundi'eth  pounds  Scots,  and  that 
their  debts  amount  to  18,235  lib.  6s.  8d.  of  principall  soume. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  its  answered  that  they  have  no  mortificatione. 

3.  As  the  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned  therin. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  it  is  answered  that  a  certain  number  of  the  lords 
of  counoill  and  sessione,  with  sewerall  skilfull  and  intelligent  skippers,  did  visit 
ther  own  pairt  of  Blacknes  belonging  properly  to  them,  and  found  the  same 
alltogether  nnsufficient  and  unsecure,  and  which  the  saids  visitors  have  lyckwayes 
seen  and  considered. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  produced  ther 
theasaurers  bookes  for  fyve  proceeding  years,  and  that  the  ballance  of  the  last 
years  accompt  oweing  be  the  theasaurer  amounts  to  187  lib.  14s.  6d.,  and  that 
ther  eiquies  with  clerks  and  other  dewes  amounts  to  64  lib.  14s.  8d. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  its  answered  that  ther  forraigne  trade,  both  of 
export  and  import  is  very  inconsiderable,  and  that  they  have  no  inland  trade  in 
gross  except  about  10,000  weight  of  tallow  and  1600  or  1800  sheep  skines  or 
thereby,  yearly,  and  that  the  retail  they  have  by  ther  shopes  they  cannot  posi- 
tively condescend  on,  but  against  the  nixt  meeting  of  borrowes  they  shall  inform 
themselves  more  particularly  and  give  their  report  therof  by  ther  commissioner 
to  the  convention,  and  that  they  have  vented  and  consumed  about  tuo  tunu  of 
French  wine,  seek  and  brandie,  yearly,  these  fyve  years  bygone,  and  that  they 
consum  about  three  scoir  bolls  of  malt  or  therby  weekly. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  its  answered  that  they  have  no  ships,  barks, 
boats,  or  ferrie  boats  belonging  to  them. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  only  five  or  six  of 
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ther  burgers  and  inhabitants  tliat  have  interests  in  ships,  and  the  masters   therof  Appendix  III. 
are  freemen  and  obleidged  to  reside  with  them  conform  to  the  act  of  borrowes  ;  Reports  1692 
and  these  masters  being  examined  upon  oath  by  the  saides  magistratis  whether  Linlithgow. 
or  not  they  hade  any  unfreemen  pairtners  with  them  in  these  veshells,  answered 
that  they  being  surprized  could  not  satisfie  them  therin  at  that  tyme,  but  desired 
that  they  have  four  moneths  tyme  to  consider  on  it,  that  if  there  were   any  un- 
freemen concerned  with  them  they  might  take  them  of  befor  the  term  forsaid, 
and  that  they  are  not  concerned  in  matter  of  trade  with  unfreo  burghs. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  cesses  was  payed  formerly 
out  of  the  impost  on  the  malt,  but  since  the  discharge  therof  it  has  been  still 
payed  by  a  tax  on  the  inhabitants. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  first  minister  is  payed 
out  of  the  teynds  of  the  parish,  ther  second  minister  by  tax  on  ther  inhabitants, 
and  ther  schoolmaster,  precenter,  and  all  other  ther  publick  servants  are  payed 
out  of  ther  comon  good. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  a  part  of  there  church 
and  all  ther  other  publick  works  are  supported  out  of  the  comon  good. 

12.  As  to  the  12  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  rents  of  ther  houses  will  be 
tuixt  100  lib.  and  four  pounds  Scots,  and  that  the  most  pairt  of  them  are 
inhabited  by  ther  respective  heretors,  and  that  they  have  few  stranger  inhabitants. 

1 3.  As  to  the  threteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  six  yearly  fairs  of 
two  dayes  continwance  each  and  a  weekly  marcat,  the  customes  of  all  which  are 
a  pairt  of  ther  comon  good  as  in  answer  to  the  first  article. 

14.  As  to  the  fourteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  within  ther 
precinct  and  adjacent  to  them  the  burghs  of  barronies  and  regalities  followeing, 
viz.,   Borrowstounes,  Grangepanns,  Kirklistowne,  Torphichen  and  Bathgate,   all 

which  are  highly  prejudicial!  to  ther  trade  both  outland  and  inland,  particularly 
Borrowstounes  and  Grangepans  whose  houses  are  in  a  better  conditione  and  sett 
at  a  higher  rate  then  many  of  ther  burgh,  besides  the  great  prejudice  they  have 
by  a  number  of  villages  and  kirktowns  within  ther  precinct  and  adjacent  to 
them,  who  wrong  ther  trade  by  venting  aboundance  of  staple  comodities  to  the 
countrey. 

1 5.  As  to  the  fifteenth  article,  that  ther  fewes  of  lands  and  houses  are  reckoned 
with  the  rest  of  ther  comon  good,  as  also  that  ther  burgers  freedomes  and  ther 
fyites  are  inconsiderable  and  imployed  for  the  publick  use  also,  and  there  stent 
and  cess  is  stented  four  shillinges  monethly  upon  the  twenty  pownd  of  rent,  and 
there  trade  is  stented  according  to  the  discretione  of  sworne  men,  and  that  they 
put  six  shillinges  monethly  upon  each  twenty  pownd  land  rent. 

This  is  the  true  accompt  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  said  burgh  of  Lin- 
lithgow, in  answer  to  the  abovementioned  instructions,  as  it  is  given  up  upon 
oath  by  the  saides  magistratis  and  toun  clerk  wndersubscryveing  to  the  best  of 
ther  knowledge  and  surest  information  they  can  have  to  the  saids  visitors  day  and 
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Appendix  III.  dait  forsaid.  Sic  subscribitur :  Robert  Trunbull,  provost ;  Will.  Heggins,  baillie  ; 
Reports,  1692.  "^^  Hunter,  baillie ;  James  Wawch,  baillie  ;  Robert  Clerk,  baillie  ;  Geo.  Inglis, 
Linlithgow,     clerk. 


St  Andkews. 


Burgh  of  St.  Andrews. 


16  September  1691.  The  rentall  of  the  patrimonie  of  the  towne  of 
Andrews,  consisting  pairtly  of  malt,  bear,  and  ground  anwalls,  extends 
annum  to  two  thousand  pownds  Soots. 

Accompt  of  what  is  payed  yeirly  out  of  the  patrimony  of  St.  Andrews. 


St. 
per 
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0 


120 

66 

166 

200 


0 
13 
13 

0 


200     0     0 


300     0     0 


Imprimis,  to  the  minister  for  his  stipend 

Item,  to  the  master  of  the  gramar  school! 

Item,  to  the  precenter  .  .  .  . 

Item,  the  provost  and  theasaurers  sallaries 

Item,  payed  to  the  arohibishop,  now  to  the   King,  for  the  teynd 

of   the    north  and  south  haughs   and   for  the  few  of  the 

milns       ....... 

Item,  to  the  clerk  commissions,  his  fie,  and  others 
Item,  misive  dewes,  equies,  and  commissionars  charges  . 
Item,  to  the  drumer  and  officers  for  ther  fie  and  cloaths 
Item,  repairing  and  keeping  up  the  milns  yearly,  calsies,   and 

other  publict  works  ..... 

Item,  for  repairing  and  keeping  up  bridges,  gramar  school!,  kirk, 

and  others  ...... 

Item,  the  annual  rent  of  the  poors  mony,  conform  to  infeftment, 

the  principal!  being  8000  merks 
Item,  the  annualrent  payable  to  the  sea  box 
Item,  the  annualrent  payable  to  John  Mortons  airs 

Suma  .... 

And  all  this  besides  extraordinary  expences  incident  to  the  toune  and  at  pub- 
lict occationes,  and  besides  the  commissionars  expences  to  parliament  and  sewerall 
other  things,  and  besides  what  other  debts  are  resting  by  the  toun  to  sewerall 
persons  which  the  present  magistrats  doe  not  yeit  know. 

At  St  Andrews  the  16  September  1691.  The  forsaid  accompt  of  the  patri- 
mony of  the  said  citie  of  St  Andrews,  as  it  is  given  up  in  charge  and  discharge 
in  maner  abovewryttin,  the  charge  being  two  thousand  pounds  Scots  and  tlie 
discharge  being  tuo  thousand  fyve  hundreth  and  ten  pownds  thretteen  shillings 
four  pennies  mony  forsaid,  is  just  and  trew,  and  which  is  attestit  by  us  wnder- 
subscryvers,  the  present  magistrats  of  the  said  city,  day  and  place  forsaid,  upon 
oath.  Sic  subscribitur:  James  Smith,  bailliej  George  Rymer,  baillie  j  Alex. 
Ferrier,  baillie  ;  Will.  Jack,  clerk  deput. 


266   13 
32     0 
32     0 
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0 

2510  13 

4 
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BuEGH  OP  Glasgow.  Affen-dix  III. 

Reports  1692 
Glasgow  the  sixth  day  of  Mayj"  vj'=  nyntie  two   years.      Compeired  befor  Glasgow. 

James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie  of  Aberdeen, 

commissionars  appointed  be  the  royall  borrowes    for  visiting  the  wholl  burghs 

royall  be  south  and  west  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  magistrats  and  toune 

clerk  of  the  burgh  of  Glasgow,  who  gave  in  ane   accompt  of  ther  patrimonie 

and  comon  good,  together  with  ane  answer  to  the  saids  visitors  instructions  as 

follows  : 

1™°-  As  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  comon  good  will  amount 
to,  comunibus  annis,  to  the  sowme  of  sexteen  thousand  nyne  hundreth  and  tuo 
pounds  Scots,  which  is  expended  as  in  the  1 0th  article  and  conform  to  a  particu- 
lar accompt  given  in  by  the  saids  magistrats,  and  that  ther  debts  extends  to  ane 
hundreth  and  seaventy  eight  thousand  eight  hundreth  pounds  Scots  principall  and 
annua   rents. 

gao.  j^g  ^Q  ^jjg  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  mortificationes 
but  what  hath  been  mortified  for  the  mantenance  of  poor  people  and  children, 
and  that  the  towne  is  nothing  eased  therby. 

gtio.  ^g  ^Q  ^]jg  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned 
therein. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  its  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned  therein, 
haveing  a  port  of  ther  owne. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  produced  ther 
thesaurers  compt  books  for  fyve  pi-eceeding  years,  which  the  saides  visitors  have 
at  length  considered,  and  that  the  ballance  for  the  said  fyve  yeares  makes  them 
supperexpended  in  the  sowme  of  fourteen  hundreth  threttie  four  pounds  six 
shillinges  seaven  pennies,  and  that  ther  eiquies  with  clerks  and  other  dewes 
extends  to  ane  hundreth  and  fyfty  pounds  Scots  which  is  anwally  payed  and 
mentioned  in  the  accompt  given  in  by  themselves. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  forraigne  trade  of  export  and 
import,  according  to  the  exactest  calculatione  they  can  make,  amounts  yeirly  to 
the  value  of  two  hundred  and  fyve  thousand  pownds  Scots  monie  or  therby,  and 
that  they  cannot  condescend  upon  any  retaining  inland  trade  they  have  by  ther 
ships,  the  most  pairt  thereof  being  included  in  the  export  and  import  as  afore- 
said ;  and  that  they  vent  and  retail  about  twenty  tunns  of  French  wine,  twenty 
butts  of  seek,  and  about  ten  or  twelve  butts  of  brandy  or  thereby,  yearly,  but  the 
consumption  of  ther  wines  is  still  less  or  more  according  as  ther  price  is  high  or 
low,  and  that  they  vent  and  consume  about  a  thousand  bolls  of  malt  monethly. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  its  answered  that  they  have  fyfteen  ships, 
whereof  ther  are  eight  lyeing  in  ther  harbour  and  seaven  abroad  and  eight  lighters, 
whose  burthen,  value,  how  and  by  whom  employed,  is  at  length  contained  in  a 
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Appendix  III.  peaper  apairt  given  by  the  saids  magistrates  to  the  saides  visitors,  and  have  no 
Eepoets,  1692.  other  ships,  barks,  boats  or  ferrie  boats  belonging  to  them. 

Glasgow.  g    _^g  ^^  ^j^g  gjgjj^  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  owners   and  partners 

of  four  ships  belonging  to  unfree  burghs,  whose  burthen,  value,  how  employed,  is 
at  length  contained  in  the  above  mentioned  peaper  given  in  by  themselves,  and 
ther  trade  with  unfree  burghs  is  condescended  upon  in  the  same. 

9.  As  to  the  ninth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payed  by  a  tax  on 
ther  inhabitants. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  ministers,  schoolmasters, 
and  all  other  ther  publict  servants,  are  mantainit  and  payed  out  of  ther  comon 
good,  which  is  at  length  containit  in  a  peaper  apairt  given  in,  including  also  ther 
comon  good  as  in  answer  to  the  first  article. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  all  ther  publict  works  are 
supported  and  maintained  out  of  the  comon  good. 

1 2.  A-s  to  the  twelth  article,  it  is  answered  that  by  the  decay  of  trade  a  great 
number  and  many  of  the  best  of  ther  houses  are  waste,  yea  that  ther  is  near  fyve 
hundreth  houses  standing  waste  and  that  those  inhabited  are  fallen  near  a  third 
pairt  of  the  rent  they  payed  formerly,  and  that  ther  best  and  worst  will  be  betuixt 
ane  hundreth  pounds  (whereof  they  have  not  eight  inhabited  by  burgers)  and  four 
pounds  Scots  yearly,  except  some  large  taverns. 

1 3.  As  to  the  threteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  one  yearly 
fair  of  fyve  or  six  dayes  containwance  and  three  yearly  marcats  each  of  one 
dayes  containwance,  and  a  weekly  marcat,  and  that  the  toun  hath  no  benefit  by 
them. 

1 4.  As  to  the  fourteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  the  burghs  of 
regality  and  barronie  followeing,  viz.,  Hamiltoun,  a  considerable  distance  from  the 
sea  and  soe  hath  no  forraigne  trade  but  a  great  inland,  and  most  pairt  therof 
fi'om  Borrowstouness,  and  is  in  a  flourishing  conditione  ;  item,  Paisly  hes  a  great 
inland  trade  and  is  in  a  very  flourishing  conditione  ;  item,  Greenock  hes  a  very 
great  trade,  both  forraigne  and  inland,  and  particularlie  prejudiciall  to  the  trade 
of  Glasgow  and  other  places  on  the  river  of  Clyde  by  buying  portage  from  skippers 
and  sailors  to  the  value  of  the  tenth  pairt  of  the  loadening,  and  for  better  effect- 
wating  therof  they  stock  the  samen  out  with  comodities  and  goes  half  profeit  with 
them  J  item,  Craufurdsdyk  belonging  to  Craufurd  of  Craufurdsburne  and  his 
sone,  two  burgers  and  inhabitants  of  Glasgow, — it  hath  some  trade  in  furnishing 
seamen  with  meat  and  drink.  And  that  all  these  burghs  are  highly  prejudiciall 
to  ther  trade,  a  mor  particular  accompt  whereof  they  shall  represent  by  ther  com- 
missioner to  the  nixt  convention  of  burrows. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  patrimony  and  comon  good  of  the  said  burgh 
of  Glasgow,  together  with  the  answer  to  the  saids  visitors  instructions,  as  it  is 
given  up  by  the  saids  magistrats  wnder  subscryveing,  who  having  used  their  best 
endeavours  by  conveening  befor  them  seweralls  of  ther  tradeing  merchants  best 
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known  in  the  trade  of  the  place,  as  also  they  have  perused  ther  councill  bookes  Appendix  III. 
and  theasaurers  accompt  stated  therin  for  sewerall  yeirs  bypast,  which  they  have  Eepokts,  1692. 
produced  to  the  saids  visitors  for  ther  further  information  therin,  the  saids  magis-  CfLASoow. 
trats  doe  heirby  declare  that  the  forsaids  answers  to  the  saids  visitors  instructions 
is  the  neirest  and  trewest  informatione  they  could  receave  and  give  of  the  state  of 
the  said  burgh,  as  also  ther  toun  clerk  hes  subscrived  tlie  same  in  soe  far  only  as 
concerns  ther  comon  good,  debts,  and  debursements.      Witness  all  subscriptions  to 
thir  presents,  place  and  day  forsaid.     Sic  suhscrihitur  :  James  Peadie,  provest  ; 
Wm.  Cuming,  baillie  ;  Simone  Tennen,  baillie  ;  G.  Andersone,  clerk. 

The  toune  of  Glasgow  for  its  constant  yearly  expence  : — 

Debitor. 

To  the  stipends  of  5  of  ther  ordinarij   ministers,  each   being  at 

1080  lib.  yearly,  is  ....  . 

To  the  stipend  of  the  barronie  minister 
To   the   master   and   two   doctors    of   the   gramar   schooll  ther 

sallary     ....... 

To  the  keeper  of  the  toun  cloacks  yeirly 

To  few  duty  paid  to  the  colledge  of  Glasgow  yearly 

To  the  tack  duty  of  the  teynds  of  the  barronie  . 

To  the  sallary  of  the  precentars  of  the  4  churches 

To  the  sallary  of  the  keeper  of  the  high  church 

To  the  few  duty  paid  out  of  the  aikers  of  the  new  greenes 

To  the  touns  quarter  master  his  sallary 

To  the  townes  postmaster         ..... 

To  the  doctor,  cutter  of  the  ston  gravell 

To  James  Porterfield,  schoollmaster,  of  pension 

To  upholding  of  the  great  church  and  other  churches     . 

To  coall  and  candle  furnished  to  the  toun  guaird 

To  the  master  of  works  compt  about  the  puhlick  works  of  the  toune 

To  the  touns  chirurgeon  for  the  poor    . 

To  the  toun  drumers  ther  pension  and  cloaths 

To  the  severall  ringers  of  the  touns  bells 

To  the  servants  and  keepers  of  the  tolbooth 

To, the  magistrats,  theasaurer,  master  of  works,  &c.,  ther  yearly  flail 

To  the  clerk's  servants  yearly 

To  the  officers  ther  cloaths  and  pensions 

To  the  touns  agent  at  Edinburgh  his  sallarie 

To  the  yearly  news  letters  and  gazetts 

To  the  touns  eique  and  eique  of  Provand 

15,994     6     8 
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Appendix  III. 

Eepobts,  1692.  By 
Glasgow.  ^•' 

By 
By 
By 
By 
By 
By 
By 
By 
By 
By 
By 
By. 
By 
By 
By 
By 
By 
By 


The  toun  of  Glasgow  creditor  by  ther  whoU  comon  good  : — 
the  duty  of  ther  milns  valued  one  year  with  another  yeirly        6,333 
the  duty  of  ther  ladles        .....       2,333 

the  duty  of  ther  pecks        .  .  .  .  .566 

the  deuty  of  ther  tron        .....  500 

the  deuty  of  ther  bridge     .  .  .  .  .733 

the  fourth  pairt  of  the  Gorball  teynds  .  .  .  200 

ther  walk  milne     ...... 

the  drawen  teynds  about  the  toun  .  .  ,  800 

the  rent  of  the  barronie  of  Provand  .  .  .3,333 

ther  4th  pairt  of  ther  Gorball  lands  .  .  .  666 

sewerall  small  ground  anwalls  ,  .  400 

their  miln  lands     .  .  .  .  .  .133 

,the  rent  of  Petershill  .  ...  66 

their  comon  lands  .  .  .  .  .72 

their  two  greens  yearly       .....       1,000 

the  flesh  marcat     ....  .  200 

the  royall  companies  house  free       .  .  .  .180 

the  correction  house  and  yeard        .  .  .  .50 

burges  fiynes  yeirly  one  year  with  another  .  .  333 


8 


6 

6  g 
13  4 
0  0 
6  8 
0     0 


0  0 

6  8 

13  4 

0  0 

6  8 

13  4 
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0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 
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16,902  0  0 
Ther  are  lyckwayes  some  houses  and  sallaries  at  Port  Glasgow,  but  by  rea- 
son of  the  great  decay  of  trade  ther  is  nothing  gott  for  them,  yea  not  see  much 
as  it  cost  the  toun  in  upholding  them.  The  forsaid  expence  is  by  and  attour  the 
many  annuelrents  they  are  obleidged  to  pay  yearly  for  the  vast  sowmes  they  are 
indew,  as  lyckways  over  and  above  ther  cesses  and  missive  dewes  of  the  burrowes, 
as  also  the  support  of  the  government  ;  all  which,  with  the  contingent  charges 
of  pleyes  and  debats  of  law,  amounts  to  a  very  great  expence  wnder  which  this 
poor  place  cannot  subsist.  Sic  suhscribitur :  James  Peadie,  provost,  G.  Ander- 
son, clerk. 

Accompt  of  Ships  belonging  to  the  towne  of  Glasgow  for  the  present  at  home : — 

Burden.  Vaiue. 

The  James;  Alexander  Stewart,  commander  .  100  tunns,  5000  merks 

Elizabeth;  John  Millar,  master 
Friendship ;  Archibald  Yuill,  master 
Lark;  Robert  Galbraith,  master     . 
Grissell ;  John  Taillyer,  master 
Amity;  Lott  Gordon,  master 
James;  now  bought  be  George  Lockhart 
Fortoun;  Hugh  Campbell,  lait  master 


150   , 
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Ther  ai'e  about  eight  lighters  belonging  to  the  toun,  keeped  for  the  most  Appendix  111. 
pairt  by  the  merchants  for  ther  own  use  and  carieing  coalls,  wherof  otherways  Eepoets,  1692. 
they  have  no  profit.  Glasgow. 

Accompt  of  shipps  belonging  to  the  toun  of  Glasgow  for  present  abroad  and 
are  uncertain  of  ther  home  comeing  because  of  the  warr,  and  tlie 
owners  declair  they  are  content  to  take  ther  stocks  imployed  in  the 
■voyadges  : — 

The  Concord,  George  Lyon,  master  .  .  .  150  tunns,  5000  lib. 

James  of  Glasgow,  James  Wilson,  master      .  .  80       „       1800  „ 

The  James  .  .  .  .  .  36       „       1000  „ 

The  William  and  Marie,  belonging  to  George  Lockhart 

and  partners    .  .  .  .  .  36       „       1000  „ 

The  Margaret,  belonging  to  James  Walkinshaw   and 

partners,  burden  .... 

The  Robert  to  Hugh  Montgomerie  . 
The  small  yaught  to  James  Gibsone 

Accompt  of  some  ships  wherof  some  of  the  merchants  of  Glasgow  have  parts 

as  followes  : — 

William  Marshall,  merchant  in  Glasgow,  is  a  sixteen  pairt  owner  of  a  ship  of 
the  burden  of  150  tunns;  Robert  Williamsone,  master,  and  freeman  in  the  toun 
of  Linlithgow. 

John  Leckie,  merchant,  is  a  twelth  pairt  owner  of  a  ship  of  the  burden  of 
150  tunns,  being  28  years  old,  Edward  Hodge,  master,  and  freeman  in  Linlithgow. 

George  Hendersone,  John  Robertsone  and  Peter  Napier,  each  of  them  are 
sexteen  pairt  owners  of  ane  ship  of  200  tunns,  James  Robiesone,  master. 

The  John  of  Greenock,  burden  1 30  tunns  or  thereby,  valued  at  8000  marks ; 
the  half  whereof  was  laitlie  bought  by  two  merchants  in  Glasgow  at  ane  roup, 
but  they  heai-ing  of  the  lait  act  of  the  royall  burrows  dischairgeing  ther  haveing 
any  partnership  with  unfreemen  in  shiping  they  stopt  to  be  any  farder  concerned 
therein. 

As  to  trade  with  unfreemen  or  unfree  burghs  there  is  ordinarily  bought 
of  the  herrings  exported  by  the  merchants  of  Glasgow  above  two  hunder  lasts 
from  Greenock  men ;  as  also  the  far  greatest  paiit  of  Hollands  comodities  brought 
to  tliis  towne  from  skippers,  seamen,  and  others  liveing  at  Borrowstounness,  and 
other  places  upon  that  coast.  Sic  suhscrihitur  :  James  Peadie,  G.  Andersone, 
clerk. 

Burgh  of  Aie. 

Accompt  of  mortifications  belonging  to  the  burgh  of  Air  : —  Air. 

Imprimis,  ane  mortification  granted  by  Queen  Marii  in  the  year  j""  [v°]  and 
2  4  E 
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Appendix  III.   [Ixvii]  years  of  the  milnes  of   Air,  appointed  for  payment  of  miiiistera,  schooll- 
Eeports,  1692.  masters,  and  others  pious  uses,  and  which  is  now  sett  by  tack  for  257  bDlls  meal 
and  malt,  and  is  of  value,  communibus  annis,  at  fyve  pownd  per  boll,  which  ex- 
tends, yeirlie,  to  twelve  hundreth  and  eighty  fyve  pownds  Scots,  1,285  lib. 


A  IB. 


Accompt  of  rents  belonging  to  the  burgh  of  Air. 

Imprimis,  of  petty  small  customes,  extending  communibus  annis, 

to  eight  hundreth  and  sixty  pownds  .  .  .  860     0     0 

Item,  for  a  walk  milne  yearly  .  .  .  .  60     0     0 

Item,  of  supperplus  teind  belonging  to  the  toun  more  then  payes 

the  first  minister  .  .  .  .  .  127      0     8 

Item,  of  rent  furth  of  the  barronie  of  Alloway  yeivly  nynty  one 
bolls,  and  one  4th  pairt  bear  and  meall,  at  seaven  mark  per 
boU        .  .  .  .  .  .  .  424   13     4 

Item,  paid  by  the  said  barronie  of  monie  • .  .  .  28     0     0 

Item,  of  dry  multurs  payable  out  of  the  said  barrony    .  .  146   13     4 

Item,  of  few  duty  payable  out  of  Feirs  and   Dalkeith,  CastlehUl, 

and  Craisland      .  .  .  .  .  .  38   18      0 

Item,  of  coble  rent  for  fishing  in  the  water  of  Air  and  Don,  being 

some  years  uncertain       .  .  .  .  .  85      6      8 

Summa     .  .        1770   12     0 


Accompt  how  the  mortifications  on  the  other  side 

Imprimis,  to  the  second  minister 

Item,  for  his  house  rent 

Item,  to  the  master  of  the  gramar  schooU 

Item,  to  the  doctor  of  the  said  school  of  pension 

Item,  to  the  Scots  schoolmaster  of  pension 

Item,  to  him  as  precenter  in  the  church 


The  ballance,  being  139  lib.  13s.  4d.  is  yearly  applyed  and  ex- 
hausted by  maintaineing  of  schooUs,  church,  glass  windows 
and  others  ...... 


666  13  4 

60  0  0 

200  0  0 

100  0  0 

52  0  0 

66  13  4 

1145  6  8 


139  13  4 


Accompts  of  the  rents  on  the  other  side  how  they  are  yearly  applyed. 

Imprimis,  of  pensions  yearly  to  provost,  baillies,  &c.      .  .  56   13      4 

Item,  for  the  first  minister  his  house  rent  .  ,  .  60     0     0 
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Item,  of  pension  to  the  keeper  of  the  knock 

Item,  to  our  agent  of  yeirly  pensione    .... 

Item,  for  the  agents  expences  debursed  in  tlie  touns  affairs  yeirly 

Item,  to  the  touns  advocat  of  yeirly  pension 

Item,  for  keeping  the  comon  hills  from  sand     . 

Item,  to  the  agent  of  the  borrowes  of  sallary 

Item,  to  the  lockman  of  pension  and  cloaths 

Item,  the  yearly  annual  rent  of  the  sowme  of  9000  merks  dew 

to  the  deceast  lieutenant  generall  Douglas  .  .  360      0      0 

Item,  the  yearly  annual  rent  of  600  marks  dew  to  Mr  William 

Rankin  .  .  .  .  .  .  24     0     0 

Item,  the  yearly  annual  rent  of  the  princii)all  soume  of  1350  lib. 
14s.  4d.  per  bond  to  Ferguson,  &c.  . 

Item,  of  expences  debursed  for  maintainance  of  our  harbour,  &c. 

Item,  the  commissionars  fie  to  the  convention  of  borrowes  im- 
puted yearly  to  be  . 

Item,  for  the  confirmation  of  o,ur  eiquie  with  the  exchequer 

Suma  totalis 

The  above  is  by  and  attour  the  charges  and  expences  off  commissionars  fies 
to  parliament  and  particular  conventiones  and  which  is  payed  by  the  toune,  and 
by  and  attour  ane  other  considerable  soume  of  debts  which  is  not  above  particu- 
larized, but  extends  to  the  sowme  of  two  thousand  pounds,  for  which  the  towne 
is  perse  wed.      Sic  subscribitur  :  Jo.  Fergussone. 

Accompt  of  the  burgh  of  Air  ther  loss  by  forraigne  trade  within  these  few  years. 

Imprimis,  ane  veshell  comeing  from  Bristol!,  .  .        18,000      0      0 

Item,  the  James  ship,  burden  120  tunn,  and  cargo  lost  upon  the 

coast  of  Carolina,  value  ....        13,333     0     0 

William  Deans  ship  in  Irving,  from  Holland,  loadened  with  Hol- 
lands goods  value  .....        14,000     0     0 

Allasons  veshell  in  Irving,  loadened  with  Holland  goods,  value  9,000     0     0 

The    ship    belonging   to   Allan   of   Queensferry,    loadened    with 

French  goods,  salt,  and  brandie  .  .  .        15,000     0     0 

The  Swan,  now  bounded  for  the  West  Indies,  of  1 4  tunn,  ship 

and  cargo  lost,  value      ....  9,000     0     0 

The  ship  called  the  Fortoun,  140  tunns,  ship  and  cai-go  losl.  in 

February  last  .....  8,000     0     0 

All  these  are  but  within  these  twenty  or  thretie  years,  fourty  saill  of  ship 
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AfFEKDixlll.  wherein  the  toun  were  concerned  lost.  As  also  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  by 
Reports,  1692.  the  decay  of  trade  and  poverty  of  the  inhabitants,  the  comon  good  being  but 
"■  mean  and  casuall,  soe  that  therby  the  town  does  contract  yeirly  of  debt.     And 

particularly  in  the  great  and  vast  expences  they  are  put  to  yearly  in  the  uphold- 
ing, beating,  and  repaireing  of  ther  harboui-,  which  are  almost  altogether  ruinous, 
and  before  the  key  can  be  repaired  will  coast  ten  thousand  marks,  which  the 
visitors  hes  seen,  as  also  that  ther  are  about  ane  hundreth  and  fourty  waste 
houses  besides  sewerall  ruinous  houses  and  particularly  tuo  great  tenements  on  each 
syde  of  the  marcat  cross  both  ruinous,  one  whereof  are  on  each  side  of  the  streett. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  patrimonie  and  comon  good  and  state  of  the 
said  burgh,  which  are  given  by  the  magistrats  and  toun  clerk  substitut  under- 
subscriveing,  at  the  said  burgh  of  Air,  the  last  day  of  Apryll  j""  vj°  and  nyntie 
two  yeares.  Sic  suhscribitur :  John  Osburne,  provost,  Hew  Craufur J,  baillie,  Jo. 
Fergusone,  clerk  substitut. 

Air,  the  thretteen  day  of  Aprill  j"  vj°  and  nynty  two  years,  compeired  befor 
James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie  of  Aberdeen, 
commissioners  appointed  be  the  convention  of  royal  borrowes  for  visitieing  the 
wholl  royall  borrowes  be  west  and  be  south  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  magis- 
trats and  toun  clerk  of  the  said  burgh  of  Air,  who  gave  in  a  particular  accompt 
of  their  patrimony  and  comon  good  in  a  peaper  apairt,  together  with  ane  answer 
to  the  saids  visitors  instructions  as  followes  : — 

1™°-  To  the  first  article  it  is  answered  that  ther  common  good  extends  com- 
munibus  annis  to  the  sowme  of  1770  lib.  12s.  Scots,  conform  to  the  forsaid  par- 
ticular accompt  given  in  and  subscrivit  by  the  saids  magistrats,  and  that  ther 
debts  amounts  to  7750  lib.  13s.  4d.,  conform  to  the  forsaid  particular  accompt. 

2*°-  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  mortification 
belonging  to  them  except  that  of  the  towns  milns  which  was  mortified  be  Queen 
Marie  for  maintainance  of  ther  second  minister,  schooUmaster,  and  precenter, 
conform  to  the  will  of  the  mortifier. 

gtio.  ijq  ^jjg  third  article,  its  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned  therin. 

4.  To  the  fourth  article  its  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned  therein, 
having  ane  harbour  of  there  owne. 

5.  To  the  fyfth  article  its  answered  that  they  have  produced  to  the  saids 
visitors  ther  theasaurers  bookes  for  fyve  preceding  years  which  is  stated  in 
answer  to  the  first  article,  and  that  ther  eiquies  with  their  clerks  and  other 
dewes  will  amount  to  fyve  pownd  sterling  which  is  annwally  payed  when  they 
are  given  in  or  called  for. 

6.  To  the  sixt  article  it  is  answered  that  most  of  the  forraiga  trade  they  have 
hade  these  fyve  years  bygone  are  the  particulars  followeing,  viz.,  four  fyfth  pairts  o) 
the  cargo  of  ane  small  veshell  from  Virginia  of  70  tunn  of  burthen  or  thereby,  thi 
fourth  pairt  of  which  cargo  was  sold  in  Ingland  by  the  master  to  whom  it  belonged. 
Item,  three  small  veshells  from  Stockholme,  with  iron. 
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Item,  twenty  last  of  tarr  and  some  few  daills  from  Norway.  Appendix  III. 

Item,  about  twenty  tunns  of  French  wine  in  another  ve.shell.  Reports,  1692^ 

Item,  another  with  sexteen  peice  of  canarie,  the  most  pairt  of  which  French  wine  ^^''■ 

is  alreadie  exported  to  Ireland  and  no   apparent  sale  for  the  rest,  but  the 

most  pairt  of  what  is  sold  therof  is  vented  to  the  countrey. 
Item,  ane  other  small  veshell  with  suggar  from  the  West  Indies. 

As  also  some  small  trade  they  have  from  Borrowstounness  to  Holland,  and 
that  ther  inland  trade  consists  for  the  most  pairt  of  some  skins,  Galloway  plaiden, 
and  cloath  they  send  to  Holland,  the  value  wherof  they  cannot  particularly  con- 
descend on  there  trade,  and  that  they  have  consumed  about  twelve  hogsheads  of 
•wine  or  thereby  these  three  years  bygone,  and  that  they  consume  and  vent  about 
two  thousand  bolls  of  malt.  Air  measour,  yeirly,  the  occation  it  is  soe  small  is  the 
great  decay  of  trade  in  that  place. 

7.  To  the  seaventh  article  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  ships,  barks,  or 
boats  belonging  to  them,  save  a  little  boat  the  value  of  fourty  pownds  Scots  which 
belongs  to  one  John  Campbell. 

8.  To  the  eight  article  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  owners  nor  partners 
of  any  ships,  barks  or  boats  belonging  either  to  burghs  royall  of  regality  or 
barrony  nor  are  they  concerned  in  trade  with  unfree  burghs. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payed  by  a  tax  on 
the  inhabitants. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  first  ministers  stipend  is 
payed  out  of  the  teynds,  and  that  ther  second  minister,  schoollmaster,  and  pre- 
center  are  payed  out  of  the  forsaid  mortified  milns,  and  that  all  other  ther 
pablick  servants  are  payed  out  of  the  comon  good  as  is  at  moi-e  length  conde- 
scended on  in  the  particular  accompt  abovementioned. 

11.  As  to  the  eleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  all  ther  publick  works 
are  maintainit  and  upholden  out  of  the  comone  good. 

12.  As  to  the  tweltli  article,  it  is  answered  that  a  great  pairt  of  ther  houses 
are  inhabited  by  their  respective  heretors  and  that  the  visitors  have  taken  notice  of 
the  conditione  of  the  same,  and  that  the  rent  of  ther  best  and  worst  will  be  tuixt 
fyfty  and  four  pownds  Scots  yearly  and  that  the  rent  of  the  wholl  is  computed 
to  be  about  3671  lib.,  eighteen  shillings,  Scots,  yearly,  and  that  they  have  few 
or  non  stranger  inhabitants,  and  as  to  the  rent  of  the  wholl  they  cannot  conde- 
scend certainly. 

13.  As  to  the  thretteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  tuo  yearly  fairs, 
each  of  tuo  days  containwance,  the  customes  whereof  are  reckoned  as  a  pairt  of 
ther  comon  good  in  the  answer  to  the  first  article,  and  that  they  will  amount 
about  four  pownd  yearly,  and  that  they  have  one  weekly  marcat  throughout  the 
wholl  year  and  another  weekly  marcat  for  cattell  of  six  weeks  containwance  each 
year,  and  that  the  customes  of  this  last  will  amount  to  about  ten  pownd  sterling 
and  is  a  pairt  of  ther  comon  good  and  also  stated  as  aforsaid. 
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Appendix  III.  1 4.   As  to  the  fourteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  about  tei 

Eeports,  1692.  tiurghs  of  regalitie  and  barronie  within  ther  precinct  which  are  very  prejudicial. 
^^^  to  ther  trade,  a  more    exact  accompt  whereof  their  commissioner  shall  represent 

to  the  next  convention. 

15.   As  to  the  fifteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  casnalities  are  so  in- 
considerable and  uncertain  that  they  cannot  condescend  on  them. 

This  is  the  true  accompt  of  the  state  and  conditione  of  the  said  burgh  of  Air 
in  answer  to  the  abovementioned  instructions,  as  it  is  given  up  on  oath  be  the 
saides  magistrats  and  toune  clerk  wndersubscrybeing  to  the  saides  visitors  day 
and  dait  forsaid,  and  all  this  to  the  best  of  their  knowledge.  Sic  suhscrihitur  : 
Jo.  Osburne,  provost;  Hew  Oraufurd,  baillie ;  P.  Fergusone,  baillie;  Jo. 
Fergusone,  clerk  substitut. 

Burgh  of  Hadingtoune. 

Hadingtohne.  Hadingtoune  the  sexteenth  day  of  April  j"  vj°  and  ninety  tuo  years,  com- 
peired  befor  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie 
of  Aberdeen,  commissioners  appointed  be  the  royall  borrowes  for  visiting  the 
wholl  west  and  southerne  borrowes,  the  present  magistrats  of  the  said  burgh,  who 
gave  in  the  accompt  of  the  patrimony  and  state  of  ther  burgh  as  follows  : — 

1.  Imprimis,  as  to  the  first  article  it  is  answered  that  the  charge  of  ther 
comon  good  as  it  wes  rouped  at  Martinmas  last  extended  to  4461  lib.  6s.  8d. 
Scots,  besides  some  other  caswall  dewes  wliich  the  towne  receaves  at  the  admission 
of  burgesses  and  ringing  of  ther  great  bell  at  burialls,  which  is  commonly  within 
100  lib.,  and  that  ther  debt  at  clearing  of  the  last  theasaurers  accompt  which  wes 
upon  the  fourth  day  of  JuUy  j"  vj°  and  nyntie  one  years,  did  extend  to  the 
soume  of  4546  lib.  13s.  4d.  monie  forsaid. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  mortifications 
belonging  either  to  ther  towne  or  gildrie. 

3.  As  to  the  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  towne  is  nowayes  concerned 
therein. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  saides  visitors  have 
visited  the  harbour  and  considered  the  same,  being  called  the  harbour  of  Aberladie, 
and  doe  find  that  the  same  cannot  be  made  navigable  or  a  safe  harbour  without 
ane  extraordinary  expences  which  they  are  not  capable,  and  suppose  they  were 
in  a  condition  (as  they  are  not)  yeit  they  could  not  have  water  for  bringing  up 
ships  of  any  burthen,  and  that  the  same  is  four  miles  distant  from  the  said 
toune. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  produced  to  the  saids 
visitors  ther  theasaurers  bookes  for  fyve  preceding  years,  by  which  it  appears 
that  ther  comon  good  is  lyck  to  be  exhausted  be  ane  considerable  sowme  by 
reason  of  the  many  publict  works  which  hes  fallen  out  to  be  done  this  year,  such  as 
the  repairing  the  roof  of  the  tolbooth,  building  of  a  new  roof  to  the  steeple,  and 
covering  the  samen  with  lead,  laying  of  new  calsays  in  the  publict  streets  of  the 
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burgh,  repairing  of  the  common  milns  and  paroch  church,  and  doeing  of  sewerall  Appendix  III. 
winch  were  all  absolutely  necesary  to  be  done  ;  and  as  to  the  tonus  eiquies  the  Reports  1692. 
samen  are  placed  yearly  in  the  theasaarers   discharge   of  his   intromissione  with  Hadingtocne. 
the  touns  comon  good  and  is  yearly  130  lib.  by  and  attour  the  dewes  payable  for 
makeing  therof  which  is  yeirly  7  lib.  6s.  Scots. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  it  i.s  answered  that  none  of  the  burses  of  Hadinar- 
towne  these  fyve  years  backward  hes  hade  any  forraigne  trade  except  three  or 
four  at  most  who  hes  some  little  inconsiderable  trade  in  Inglish  goodes  and 
Hollands  goodes,  and  which  is  maintained  more  by  their  credit  then  by  any 
stock  of  their  owne,  and  to  evidence  that  ther  trade  is  very  small  and  inconsider- 
able none  of  ther  import,  at  least  very  litle,  is  sold  in  haill  saill  but  all  retailled 
in  ther  owne  shops  and  for  goodes  which  was  wont  to  be  exported,  being  skin  and 
hyde.  There  has  been  so  few  exported  these  fyve  or  four  years  they  are  not 
worth  the  nameing,  they  being  abont  2,000  or  3,000  skins  yearly ;  and  as  to  the 
inland  trade  of  Scots  comodities  the  samen  is  inconsiderable  and  not  worth  the 
noticeing,  being  only  manadged  by  poor  mean  packmen  ;  and  as  to  the  trade  and 
went  of  wyne,  ther  uses  nor  hes  been  non  imported  by  the  burgesses  of  Hading- 
towne  the  space  abovewrittin  ;  and  as  to  the  vent  and  retaill  of  wyne  within  the 
burgh  these  three  years  bygone  the  same  according  to  the  best  information  that  can 
je  hade  does  not  exceed  fyve  or  six  tunns  ;  and  as  for  the  tuo  or  three  years  befor 
the  samen  would  not  exceed  six  or  seaven  tunn  ;  and  as  to  the  consumption  of 
ualt,  conforme  to  the  best  informatione  that  can  be  hade  from  the  collectors  of 
he  excyse  and  ther  surveyors  and  the  tacksmen  of  the  touns  comon  milnes,  will 

i!xtend  to  weekly  about  fourtie  bolls  of  malt. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  ships,  barks, 
nor  ferrie  boats  belonging  to  them,  except  one  burges  called  John  Mathie, 
master  of  the  ship  called  the  John  of  Prestounpans,  betuixt  70  or  80  tuns,  of 
value  about  3000  lib.  Scots,  and  who  is  but  a  late  residenter  and  burges  of  this 
place. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  to  the  first  pairt  therof  that  they 
know  non  of  ther  burges  to  have  any  pairts  of  ships  belonging  to  burghs  of  bar- 
ronie  or  regality  except  one  George  Cockburn,  who  hath  only  a  small  pairt  of  a 
bark,  belonging  to  Fisheraw.  As  to  the  second  its  answered  that  they  know  of 
none  ther  burges  or  inhabitants  to  have  any  trade  with  unfree  burghs  of  regality 
or  barronie. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  it  is  answered  that  since  the  year  1685  there  was 
paid  yearly  three  moneths  cess  out  of  the  comon  good  for  easeing  of  the  poor 
inhabitants,  and  from  that  tyme  what  was  more  then  fyve  moneths  payed  was 
payed  out  of  the  comon  good,  and  that  allwayes  there  was  a  pairt  of  that  fyve 
moneths  cess  payed  out  of  the  comon  good. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  first  minister  of  Hading- 
towne  hath  payed  him  out  of  the  comon  good  ane  100  lib.  Scots  yearly,  of  which 
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Appendix  III.   they  may  have   relieff  out   of  the  borrow  aikers,  and  the  rest  of  his  stipend  is 

Reports,  1692.  payed  out  of  the  landwart  parishes,  and  that  the  second  minister  hath  600  marks 

Hadisgtoune.  yearly  payed  him  out  of  the  comon  good  and  the  rest  payed  be  the   heretors   of 

the  landwart  parishes,  and  that  the  master  of  the  Gramar  Schooll,  presenter,  and 

ther  other  publict  servants,  are  all  payed  out  of  the  comon  good. 

11.  As  to  the  eJleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  all  ther  publict  works 
such  as  churches,  bridges,  itc,  and  all  others  belonging  to  them,  are  maintained 
and  supported  by  the  comon  good. 

12.  As  to  the  twelfth  article,  its  answered  that  the  most  pairt  of  ther  houses 
belongs  to  the  particular  heretors  by  whom  they  are  possessed,  and  the  valuation 
of  the  wholl  hoiises  and  burrow  roods  will  amount  to  tuixt  9  or  10,000  lib. 
Scots. 

13.  As  to  the  thretteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  two  fairs 
yeai-ly  and  that  the  same  continows  only  for  the  space  of  two  dayes  albeit  ther 
privieledges  allowes  them  eight,  and  that  the  intrinsick  and  trew  value  therof  is 
stated  in  their  charge  as  a  pairt  of  ther  comon  good. 

14.  As  to  the  fourteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  Tranent,  Prestoiinpans, 
Prestoun,  Port  Seatoun,  Ormestoune,  Dirletoune,  Auldstocks,  Stentone,  Giffoord- 
hall,  Penstoun  and  other  places  thereabouts,  are  burghs  of  barrony  round  about 
Haddingtoune,  which  are  now  more  frequented  and  more  buying  and  selling  of 
goods  therein  then  in  Hadingtoun,  and  by  which  places  the  marcat  and  trade  of 
Hadingtoun  wes  upholden,  which  decay  of  trade  therin  and  publict  burdens 
imposed  therupon  hes  occasioned  the  decay  and  mine  of  the  towne  and  therfor 
ane  ease  of  their  taxt  roll  is  desired  ;  and  all  which  is  represented  to  the  royall 
burrows. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  conditione  of  the  said  burgh,  given  up  upon 
oath  to  the  saids  two  visitors  and  subscrived  be  the  saids  magistrats  and  toun 
clerk  at  Hadingtoun,  the  said  sexteenth  day  of  April  j™  vj°  nyntie  tuo  years. 
Sic  suhscribitur :  Ja.  Lauder,  pro.  ;   Ei.  Millar,  baillie  j  Jo.  Smith,  elk. 

Burgh  of  Dysart. 

Dysart.  Ane  state  of  the  condition  of  the  burgh  of  Dyssart. 

The  said  burgh  being  ane  antient  and  flourishing  burgh  royall,  bearing  all 
portable  chairges  with  the  rest  of  the  burrowes  till  the  year  of  God  1644  and 
1645  they  came  to  decay  by  the  intestine  and  unnaturall  war  against  Montross 
where  the  most  pairt  of  the  skippers  and  traffiquers  were  killed  and  destroyed, 
and  by  their  building  and  edifieing  of  ane  harbour  pertaineing  to  the  said  burgh 
they  did  borrow  the  sounie  of  15,000  marks  at  sewerall  tymes  from  sewerall 
persons  towards  the  building  of  the  forsaid  harbour  and  for  payment  of  their 
publict  cess,  they  paying  ane  considerable  pairt  of  the  stent  roll  beyond  ther 
ability,  and  for  defending  and  maintaineing  of  the  touns  propertie  against  the 
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Lord  Sinclair  and  Sir  James  Cockburne,  wHcli  is  all  yeit  resting  and  eight  or  Appendix  III. 

ten  years  annual  rent  therof,  who  for  ther  unability  and  want  of  magistrats  for  Reports,  1692. 

ane  considerable  tyme  hes  rendered  the  wholl  comon  good  pertaineing  to  the  said  Dysaet. 

toune  useless  ;   and  the  emoluments  of  the  harbour  of  the  said  burgh,  which  is  the 

greatest  pairt  of  the  burghs  comon  good,  is  at  present  in  the  possession  of  the  said 

Lord  Sinclaire  who  possesses  the  same  by  ane  decreit  recovered  at  his  instance 

against  them  surreptiously  befor  the  lords  of  session,  and  all  the  comon  good 

which  the  said  toune  is  in  possession  of  is  the  hand  bell  and  pettie  customes 

which  extends  to  the  sowme  of  three  hundreth  marks,  out  of  which  they  have 

the  second  ministers  stipend  to  pay  yearly,  extending  to  the  soume  of  450  marks, 

and  to  the  schoolmaster  yearly  the  soume  of  115  marks,  by  and  attour  the  fees 

of  the  pubUct  servants  of  the  place.     And  now  the  said  burgh  being  altogether 

without   trade,  ther  being  no  ships  pertaineing  to  the  place  except  two   small 

doggars  and  ane  other  ship,  the  skipper  wherof  resides  for  the  present  in  the 

place,  but  not  one  naill  belonging  to  any  burges  within  this  burgh,  by  which  it  is 

evident  what  a  poor  and  distressed  conditione  this  poor  place  is  in  and  how 

unable  they  are  even  to  bear  any  ane  verie  small  proportion  of  the  stent  roll,  the 

tuo  parts  of  the  burgh  being  either  unhabitat  or  ruinous  ;  the  verrity  of  which 

is  too  evident  to  all  passengers  and  travellers. 

Dyssart  the  eighteenth  day  of  September  1691  years.  This  is  the  trew  and 
just  accompt  charge  and  dischairge  of  the  comon  good  of  the  said  burgh,  given  up 
by  the  magistrats  and  toun  clerk,  upon  oath,  to  the  visitors  appointed  be  the 
royall  burrowes  for  that  effect ;  and  they  have  subscrivit  the  same,  day  and  place 
forsaid.  Sic  suhscrihitur :  Alex.  Suyne,  D.  Huttone,  Wa.  Pittillo,  elk.  Debtis, 
10,000  lib.  ;  comon  good  200  lib.  ;  cess  and  minister  stipend  payed  by  tax  ;  no 
trade  at  aU. 

BuEGH  OF  Kirkcaldy. 

Ane  accompt  of  the  ships,  ther  value,  names,  burdens  and  masters,  presently  Kiekoaldt. 
belonging  to  the  burgh  off  Kirkcaldie  in  the  moneth  of  Junij  1692. 
David  Philp,  ane  old  bush,  about  25  year  old,  burden  40  tuns,  the  wholl  owners 

townsmen,  value  1,000  marks. 
David  Williamsone,  ane  old  dogger,  about  thirty  year  old,  burden  45  tuns,  the 

wholl  owners  townsmen,  value  1,200  marks. 
Thomas  Bosewall,  ane  Holland  pinck,  17  year  old,  burden  80  tuns,  9-sexteen 

parts  belonging  to  the  towne,  value  3,000  marks. 
William  Tennent,  ane  pinck,  25  year  old,  burden   110  tuns,  quherof  three  16 

pairts  belongs  to  this  toun,  value  3,000  marks. 
John  Bosewall,  named  the  Providence,  square  starned,  12  year  old,  burden  140 

tunns,  quherof  elleaven  16  pairts  and  ane  32  pairt  belongs  to  this  towne, 

valine  7,000. 
James  Black,  square  starned,  20  year  old,  burden  80  tuns,   12  sexteen  pairts 

belonging  to  this  towne,  value  2,500  marks. 

2  4  F 
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Appendix  III.  William  Broune,  ane  pinck,  20  year  old,  burden  70  tuns,  all  belonging  to  thia 
Kepokts,  1692.  toune,  value  2,000  marks. 

Angus  Linckletter,  ane  fleeboat,  1 4  year  old,  1 40  tuns,  quherof  elleaven  sexteens 

belongs  to  this  towne,  value  6,000  marks. 
Henry  Millar,  ane  dogger,   10  year  old,  burden  120  tuns,    12  sexteen    pairts 

belonging  to  this  toune,  value  4,500  marks. 
John  Durie,  ane  fleeboat,  17  year  old,  burden  110  tunns,  all  belonging  to  this 

toun,  except  ane  fourth  pairt,  value  5,000  marks. 
William  Moncreiff  ane  catch,  25  year  old,  40  tuns,  10  sexteen  pairts  belonging 

to  this  toune,  value  1,500  marks. 
Mathew  Andersone,  ane  pinck,  20  year  old,  burden  100  tuns,  quherof  ten  sexteen 

pairts  belongs  to  this  towne,  value  3,000  marks. 
John  Millar,  ane  dogger,  25  year  old,  burden  80  tunns,  quherof  ten  sexteen 

pairts  belongs  to  this  towne,  value  3000  marks. 
William  Andersone,  ane  squar  starned  ship,  20  year  old,  60  tunns,  ane  fourth 

pairt  belonging  to  strangers,  value  2,500  marks. 
All  imployed  in  carieing  coalls  to  Holland  and  London,  except  one  or  two 
may  have  fraught  to  the  Sound  by  strangers  or  Norway.      Ther  is  four  ferrie 
boatts,  value  500  marks  per  piece,  and  now  become  very  unprofitable  since  King- 
horn  hes  built  soe  many  small  boatts,  yoalls,  aud  great  boatts. 

Ane  accompt  of  the  loss  of  masters  names  and  the  loss  of  ships  within  these  ten 

years. 

Walter  Macghie  lost  ane  ship,  100  tuns,  loadning  coalls  going  to  Ostend,  about  5 
years  agoe,  men  saved. 

The  same  Macghie  lost  ane  ship,  100  tuns,  near  Yearmouth  rods,  load  with  coalls, 
goeing  for  Holland,  about  4  years,  men  saved. 

The  said  Walter  is  dead  within  thir  thrie  years  and  his  ship  about  threttie  tunns 
sold  to  strangers. 

John  Dougall  dyed  about  5  years  since,  ship  sold  to  strangers. 

Patrick  Rankine,  dead  about  6  years,  his  ship  become  a  wrak. 

Thomas  Mastertoun,  dead  tuo  years  since,  his  ship  sold  to  strangers. 

Alexander  Simson,  dead  one  year  since,  his  ship  sold  to  strangers. 

Mathew  Heggie,  ten  years  agoe  lost  comeing  from  Holland,  all  lost. 

John  Williamsone,  comeing  from  Holland  the  year  theraftcr  were  put  ashore 
upon  the  coast  of  Ingland  and  they  by  betaking  themselves  to  the  boat  were 
all  drowned.  When  the  said  ship  came  home  one  Lodvick  Weemes  bought 
her  who  coming  from  Holland  were  all  lost. 

George  Tod,  Jully  1690,  went  over  to  Ostend  and  bought  ane  bigg  ship  about 
300  tunns.  After  he  bought  her  he  died  there,  August  1691,  and  his 
brother  bringing  her  home  was  lost,  he  and  all  his  companie  with  a  quan- 
tity of  brandie. 

John  Tods  ship,  burden   100  tuns,  went  from  this  place  in  October  1690  with 
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ane  stock   of  inony  to  load  his  ship  at  Norway  and  neither  men  nor  ship  Appendix  III. 

heard  of  since.  Reports,  1692. 

James   Oswald,  his  ship   about    150   tunns,  goeing  over  to  Holland,  November  ■^'*'^°^^"'^- 

1690,  was  lost  on  that  coast,  with  coalls,  salmond,  and  others. 
John  Williamsone,  May  1689,  comeing  from   Holland,  his  ship  about   70  tuns, 

was  caried  to  Dunkirk. 
Matthew  Andersone,  about  ten  tunns,  runn  downe  at  the  back  of  the  May. 
The  year  therafter  the  said  Mathew  Andersone  hade  ane  other  bush  about  100 

tuns  lost  at  Eyemouth. 
About  fyve  years  since,  William  Robertsone,  comeing  from_  Aberdeen  with  ane 

dogger,  60  tuns,  was  all  lost. 
About  7  years  since,  Eobert  Bogie  goeing  to  Ostend  harbour,  lost  his  ship  about 

80  tuns,  the  men  saved. 
John  Davidsone,  goeing  to  Eotterdame,  about  6  years,  lost  his  ship  on  the  Crab, 

burden  120  tims,  men  saved. 
WilUam  Sheduway,  bound  for  London,  about  9  or  10  years  since,  was  lost  near 

Cromae,  man  and  boy,  burden  40  tuns. 

Ane  accompt  of  the  skippers,  men,  ships,  and  loadning,  since  the  last  visitatione 
the  7th  day  of  May  1688  yeares. 

Alexander  Meek,  ship  goeing  for  London  was  cast  away  upon  Buxie  Sand,  March 

1692,  ballast  with  coalls  and  linning  cloath,  value  6000  marks. 
John  Ramsays  ship  goeing  for  Dantzick  with  a  loadning  of  salt  was  taken  by  a 

French  frigott,  and  he  payed  for  the  ship  and  loadneing  200  lib.  sterline. 
George  Walkers  ship  was  lost  at  Stonhyve,  value  1800  marks. 
Ane  bush  belonging  to  John  Tod,  named  the  Generall,  was  wraked  in  this  har- 
bour, value  1,000  marks. 
Walter  M'Kie  lost  his  ship  at  Ostend  with  loadning,  value  7,000  marks. 
The  same  year,  the  said  Mackie  lost  George  Tods  ship  loadned  with  coalls  and 

tallow  of  Yearmouth,  value  9,000  marks. 
James  Oswalds  ship  was  lost  upon  the  coast  of  Holland  with  coalls  and  salmond, 

value  14,000  markes. 
George  Tods  new  ship  bought  at  Ostend  comeing  home  was  cast  away  at  Winter- 

townness,  value  10,000  marks. 
John  Tods  ship  and  men  were  lost  goeing  to  Norway,  value  6,000  marks. 
Loadwick  Weemes  lost  of  Bomer,  leadened  with  whyt  pies,  except  one  man,  value 

ship  and  loadneing  5,600  marks. 
John  Williamsone,  younger,  comeing  from  Holland  was  taken  by  a  French  frig- 

gott  and  carried  to  Dunkirk,  value  three  thousand  marks  or  therby. 
In  witnes  of  the  veritie  heirof,  wee  have  subscrivit  thir  presents  with  our 
hands  at  Kirkcaldie  the  first  day  of  Junij  1692  years,  befor  thir  witnesses,  John 
Buchan,    one  of   the  ordinar  officers  of   this  burgh,  and   Robert  Cuninghame, 
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Appendix  III.  younger,  wryter,  there.     Sic  suhscrihitur :  James  Lundie,  belyie;  Henrie  Oswald, 
Eepobts  1692.  t)aillie  ;  Rot.  Cuningliaine,  elk.     Eot.  Cunninghame,  witness  ;  Jo.  Buchan,  witness. 

BuEGH  OP  Montrose. 
Accompt  of  the  comon  good  of  the  toun  of  Montrose  at  Martimas  anno  1685. 

1,006 


Montrose. 


The  wind  mUns 
The  shear  dewes 
The  pettie  customes 
The  grass  in  the  links 
The  weigh  house 
The  flesh  shemles 
The  few  duties 


500 
107 
44 
36 
191 
197 


13 
0 
6 
0 

13 
6 
0 


4 
0 

8 
0 
4 
8 
0 


2,083 
The  comon  good  at  Martimas  1686,  as  the  thesaurers  accompts 
will  instruct      ...... 

Ditto,  Martimas  1687  . 
Ditto,  Martimas  1688  . 
Ditto,  Martimas  1689  to  Martimas  1690 

Accompt  of  the  debt  resting  by  the  toun  of  Montrose  dew  to 
persons  15,280   13     0. 

The  annual  rent  thereof  is     . 

To  ministers  yearly  more  then  the  found 

To  the  schooll  maister  and  maister  of  the  gramar  school 

To  the  officers  fies  and  ther  coats 

To  the  touns  sequie  . 

To  the  clerk 

To  the  master  of  the  musick  schooll 

To  the  church  officer 

To  the  towns  agent   . 

To  the  town  keepers  fie 

The  milne  wrights  fie 

The  sclaiters  fie 

The  news  letters 

The  provost,  baillies  and  thesaurers  fies 


0     0 

2,053     6  8 

1,985   13  7 

2,076   13  0 

2,125     0  0 

sewerall 

917  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

306  13  4 

200  0  0 

61  12  0 

51  0  0 

20  0  0 

16  6  0 

24  0  0 

12  0  0 

24  0  0 

8  0  0 

60  0  0 

60  0  0 


2,750  11  4 


The  misive  dewes  and  borrowes  agents. 
The  commissionars  charges  to  parliament  and  borrows. 
To  the  mantainance  of  the  mills  and  lye  dayes. 
The  mantainance  of  ballast  boat  and  publict  houses. 
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Eeports,  1692. 
monteose. 


To  the  advocats  and  writers.  Appendix  III. 

The  towns  debursements  in  intertaineing  persons  and  officers. 
Tlie  maintenance  of  the  bridge  of  Toik. 

2.  As  to  mortifications,  wee  have  but  what  belongs  to  the  hospitall  and  church 

sessione  which  are  applyed  for  the  use  of  the  poor. 

3.  Wee  are  not  in  that  article  concerned. 

4.  Wee  are  not  concerned  in  that  article. 

6.  The  thesaurers  accompts  and  eiquie  are  readie  to  be  presented. 
6.  There  is  no  venting  of  wine  heir  considerable,  in  regaird  there  hes  been  non 

imported  to  this  place  except  what  came  from  Leith,  Aberdeen,  and  Glas- 
gow, which  is  not  worth  the  notice,  and  when  wee  did  import  wynes  wee 
could  not  retail!  above  six  tunns  j  and  as  for  the  malt  wee  reckon  it  will  be 
about  three  thousand  bolls  of  consumptione  in  regaird  the  excyse  therof 
will  be  about  three  thousand  fyve  hundreth  pounds  Scots. 


,  William  Grigs  ship,  the  Providence 
Thomas  Pearsons  ketch,  the  Friendship 
John  Butcharts  ketch,  the  Rose 
Alexander  Scots  doggar,  the  Benjamin 
James  Gentlemans  ketch,  the  Hope 
Walter  Keths  ketch,  the  Jannet 
James  Scots  doggar,  the  Elizabeth 
John  Scots  scout,  the  Margret 
Alexander  Butcharts  bark,  the  Rose 
John  Boyes  bark,  the  Jean 
David  Burnes  bark 
Alexander  Andersones  bark 
Alexander  Wabesters  bark  . 
James  Prestouns  doggar,  the  Jean 
John  Grahams  bark 
William  Gentlemans  bark   . 
David  Rannies  bark 
James  Scots  bark    . 


tuns  80 
50 
55 
40 
45 
50 
40 
50 
25 
34 
20 
13 
25 
35 
25 
20 
9 
13 


value 


Lib. 

2133 

0 

0 

2400 

0 

0 

2000 

0 

0 

1333 

0 

0 

1600 

0 

0 

2000 

0 

0 

1200 

0 

0 

1000 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

1200 

0 

0 

666 

13 

4 

333 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

600 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 

266 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

1686.  James  Butchart  from  Stockholme  with  irone. 
David  Wood,  from  Coningsberg,  with  flax,  now  lost. 
Alexander  Ogilvie,  to  Norway,  the  ship  then  lost. 
Alexander  Scot,  from  Zetland  and  Stockholm  with  fish  and  irone. 
Alexander  Andersone,  to  Dunkirk  with  malt. 

Alexander  Wobster,  to  Drountowne  with  wictwall. 
James  Butchart,  to  ditto  with  ditto. 

1687.  John  Scot,  scout  to  ditto  with  ditto. 
James  Scott,  to  ditto  with  ditto. 
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Ebports,  1692.  1 
montkose. 


Thomas  Pearsons  to  that  with  ditto. 
.    David  Wood,  to  London  with  coalls  and  linning. 
James  Scott,  doggar,  from  Rigant  with  flax  and  hemp. 
William  Grig,  from  Dantzick  with  lint  and  cnapold. 
James  Gentleman  from  Stockholm,  with  iron. 
James  Butchart  from  ditto  with  iron. 
Thomas  Pearson  to  Dunkirk  with  salmond. 

James  Butchart,  to  Campheir  with  salmond  and  plaiden,  ane  great  pairt 
of  the  salmond  belonged  to  the  herretors. 

1688.  James  Scot  to  Christianland  with  wictwall. 
Alexander  Scot,  to  Norway  with  come. 
James  Butchart,  from  Stockholm  with  iron. 
Thomas  Pearsone,  from  Riga  with  flax  ;  and 
David  Wood  to  London  with  coalls  and  linning. 
William  Greig,  to  Norway  for  timber. 
Thomas  Pearson,  to  Dunkirk  with  salmond. 

1689.  Alexander  Scot,  from  Stockholm  with  iron. 
James  Gentleman,  from  Queensberg  with  flax. 
Walter  Keith,  from  ditto  with  flax. 

Thomas  Pearson,  with  tuo  pairts  salmond  and  half  load  home. 

John  Scott,  scout  to  Norway  with  ballast. 

James  Scot,  to  ditto  with  ballast. 

David  Wood,  to  London  with  coalls  and  linning. 

1690.  James  Butchart,  from  Holland  two  parts  load. 
Thomas  Pearson,  from  Coningsberg  with  flax. 
William  Greig,  from  ditto  with  flax. 

James  Gentleman,  from  Stockholme  with  iron. 
David  Wood,  to  London  with  coalls  and  lining. 
Ane  Sweed,  from  Stockholme  with  dealls  and  irone. 
Alexander  Scott  to  London  with  goodes. 

James  Butchart,  to  Holland  with  tuo  pairts  salmond  and  half  load  with 
goodes  back. 
For  inland  trade,  wee  have  non  save  coalls  and  salt  for  serveing  the  inhabi- 
tants, and  our  barks  are  imployed  for  transporting  gentlemens  victwall  to  the 
Firth.  As  for  tobbaco,  suggars,  and  leather,  our  merchants  are  served  from  Glasgow. 
8™  As  for  ships  belonging  to  burghs  of  regality  and  barrony,  wee  have  no 
intrest  in  them,  except  one  William  Thomsone  in  Peterhead,  about  sextie  tunns, 
of  which  some  of  our  merchants  have  three  1 6  pairts  and  does  not  trade  here. 

9™  Our  cess  is  payed  by  way  of  stent  and  that  besides  four  moneths  yearly 
for  which  wee  stent  ourselves,  the  towne  being  supperexpended  and  in  debt  to  our 
thesaurers  as  will  appear  by  ther  accompts,  to  some  100  lib.  starling  a  year  and 
to  some  200  pound  starline. 
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10™°  Our  ministers  stipends,  schoolmasters,  precenters,  and  all  other  publick  Appendix  III 
servants  are  payed  as  alreadie  sett  doun.  Reports,  1692. 

11"°  Our  publick  works  are  mantained  out  of  our  comon  good,  except  the  Montkosb. 
church  as  alreadie  sett  doun. 

12™°  The  houses  of  the  towne  inhabited  and  emptie,  the  rent  of  them  yearly 
extends  to,  and  as  the  particular  accompt  heirwith  will  show,  the  sowme  of 
12,634  lib.  3s.  4d. 

13.  Wee  have  two  fairs  in  the  year,  the  one  in  May  the  other  in  Jully.  As 
for  the  first,  the  oflScers  of  the  toun  collects  that  for  themselves  and  get  it  from 
the  councill  as  ane  gratuity,  the  other  payes  9  lib.  Scots  which  will  not  defray 
the  charges. 

14.  As  for  burghs  of  barrony  and  regality,  wee  have  non  within  our  pre- 
cinct that  have  any  forraigne  trade  except  Stonhyve,  and  ther  belongs  to  the 
said  towne  in  which  wee  have  no  intrest  nor  tradeing  with  them  William 
Greg,  one  ketch,  burthen  about  sexty  tunns,  and  John  Woods  doggar,  burthen 
nynty  tunns.  Wee  have  also  within  our  prescincts  Fettercairne,  Auchnablea, 
and  Drumlithie  which  are  verie  inconsiderable. 

15.  Its  ane  instruction  to  the  visitors. 

Montrose  the  10th  September  1691.  The  above  accompt  of  charge  and  dis- 
charge is  the  just  and  trew  accompt  of  the  comon  good  and  debts  of  the  said 
burgh,  given  up  be  the  magistrats  and  toun  clerk,  upon  oath,  to  the  visitors 
appointed  be  the  royall  borrowes  for  that  effect,  and  it  is  declaired  by  the  saids 
magistrats  and  clerk  that  the  ballance  wherein  discharge  exceeds  the  charge  yearly 
is  defrayed  by  taxting  the  burgessis  and  inhabitants  themselves  who  now  hes 
retracted,  whereby  the  towns  debt  most  necessarly  increase.  This  signed  by  the 
magistrats  and  clerk,  day  and  place  above  mentioned.  Sic  suhscrihitur :  Robert 
Aburthnet,  provost ;  Robert  Rennald,  baillie  ;  Ja.  Mudie,  baillie  ;  Tho.  Lyell, 
clerk. 

BUEGH  OF  COUPAR. 

At  Coupar  the  fyfteen  day  of  September  1691.  The  samen  day,  whereas  the  Coupar. 
royall  borrowes  of  this  kingdome  in  ther  last  generall  convention  holden  at  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh  the  nynth  day  of  Jully  last  by  past,  did  think  it  proper  and 
convenient  for  the  good  of  the  royall  borrowes  to  give  instructions  for  a  visitation 
of  the  saides  borrowes,  which  were  then  read  and  approven  of  in  the  said  conven- 
tione  and  delivered,  and  recomended  to  John  Mure,  provost  of  Air,  and  Mr  James 
Smalet,  commissioner  for  the  burgh  of  Dumbartoune,  visitors  appointed  for  the 
burghs  be  north  Forth,  as  the  saids  instructions  in  themselves  fully  proports  ;  in 
obedience  to  which  wee  the  magistrats  and  toun  clerk  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Coupar  doe  heartiely  and  cheerfully  give  in  the  folio weing  answers  and  returne. 

Chairge. 

Imprimis.     As  to  the  towns  comon  good,  being  a  casuall  rent  payed  out  of 
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COUPAB. 


Appendix  III.  milns,  smal  customea,  ground  annuities,  and  comon  pasturage,  extends  communibus 
Reports,  1692.  annis  to  the  soume  of  two  thousand  or  twentie  one  hundreth  pounds  Scots  monie, 
inde  2,100  lib. 

Discharge. 
Imprimis.     As  to  the  towns  debts  upon  bond  of  principal  .       4,738   ]  2      0 

Item,  the  yearly  annual  rent  of  the  said  accumulat  soume  .  284     6      2 

Item,  to  the  payment  of  the  first  ministers  manse,  gleeb,  viccar- 
age,  and  other  things  wherof  they  have  been  in  use  of  pay- 
ment these  twentie  years  .  .  .  .  174     0     0 

To  the  payment  of  the  second  ministers  stipend,  conform  to  bond 
given  by  the  magistrats  and  toun  councill  to  our  present 
minister  when  he  entered,  befor  the  '60  year  of  God  .  373      6      8 

To  the  principle  master  of  the  gramer  school,  of  yeirly  sallarie  .  180     0     0 

To  the  schooU  doctor,  for  serveing  both  doctor  and  precenter  in 

the  church  .  .  .  .  .  .  106    13     4 

To  the  payment  of  the  race  plate   and  incident  chairges  thair- 

anent,  the  found  being  600  marks  lent  to  the  towne,  inde  [£24]  240 


Ensteb 
Eabtek. 


0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
14 
0 


To  the  towns  eiquie  and  expences  in  makeing  therof     .  .  28 

To  the  payment  of  the  towns  few  duty,  Culross  mill      .  .  10 

To  the  touns  clerks  sallarie      .  .  .  .  .13 

To  the  payment  of  the  toun  thesaurers  sallarie  ...  28 

To  the  officers,  drumer  and  piper,  ther  fies  and  cloaths  .  127 

To  the  keeper  of  the  touns  knock         .  .  .  .  12 

To  the  jayler  yeirly     .  .  .  .  .  .  40     0 

To  the  payment  of  the  misive  dewes  yearly  these  tuo  yeirs  yearly  72      9 

To  the  payment  of  ane  commissioners  fie  to  the  borrows  .  28      0 

To  the  payment  of  the  comunion  eliments  .  .  .  40     0 

To  the  general!  postmaster       .  .  .  .  .  30     0 

To  the  incident  expences  in  upholding  our  milns,  tolbooth,  bridge 

streets,  is  yearly  above  400  marks,  inde    .  .  .  266   13     4 

Coupar  the  fyfteenth  day  of  September  j™  vj"  nyntie  one  years.  This  is  the 
trew  accompt,  charge  and  discharge,  of  the  comon  good  of  the  said  burgh,  given 
in  by  the  magistrats  and  toun  clerk,  upon  oath,  to  the  visitors  appointed  by  the 
royall  burrowes  for  that  efiect,  and  they  have  subscrivit  the  samen,  day  and  place 
forsaid.  Sic  subscribitur :  Tho.  Lockhart,  baillie;  Joseph  Knox,  baillie  j  James 
Childsdaills,  baillie ;  J.  Anderson,  clerk. 

Burgh  of  Enster  Eastee. 

Accompt  of  the  comon  good  of  the  burgh  of  Enster  Easter. 

Charge.  Marks. 

Imprimis.     The  customes  and  anchorage  of  this  burgh  for  this  current 

year,  1691,  are       .  .  .  .  .  .  .      290 
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Item,  of  land  rent  and  ■which  is  wodsett  to  the  kirk  sessione  for  a  pairt 
of  the  ministers  stipend    ...... 

Accompt  of  the  debts  due  by  the  burgh  of  Anstruther  Easter  and  payed 
of  ther  comon  good  and  tasatione  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh. 

To  the  minister  yearly,  as  a  pairt  of  his  stipend,  the  burgh  having  built 

the  church  on  ther  own  charges   . 
To  the  Hills  in  Queensferrie  of  principall 
Item,  threty  two  years  annual  rent  therof  or  thereby    . 
To  Robert  Hamiltoun,merchantin  Edinburgh, of  principallandannualrent 
To  Mr  Thomas  Chalmers  pupills  of  principall  . 
To  eight  years  annual  rent  therof  being 
To  the  kirk  sessione  and  minister,  for  which  they  have  the  comon  land 

wadsett  and  the  minister  uplifts  the  rent  thereof  of  principall 
To  the  poors  box  of  principall  which  was  taken  by  the  lords  of  sessione 
To  thretie  nyne  years  annual  rent  therof  or  therby 
To  Mr  William  Moncrieff,  late  minister,  or  thereby 
To  the  representatives  of  Mr  Edward  Thomsone 
To  Mr  Pitcairn,  principall  of  the  old  college  of  St  Andrews 
To  Mr  John  Buchan,  borrows  agent  80  lib.,  inde 
Item,  to  John  Guthrie  .... 

Item,  to  the  clerk  yearly  .... 


Marks.  APPENDIX  III. 


150  Reports,  1692. 
Anstruthee 
out       Bastee. 

Marks. 

570 
2,100 
4,032 

800 
1,200 

600 

2,500 

800 
1,900 

500 

600 

400 

120 

400 
30 


Summa  est  ....    16,532 

Anstruther  Easter,  the  17  September  1691  yeirs.  This  is  the  trew  accompt, 
charge  and  discharge,  of  the  comon  good  of  the  said  burgh,  given  up  by  the 
magistrats  and  toun  clerk,  upon  oath,  to  the  visitors  appointed  by  the  royall 
borrowes  for  that  effect,  and  they  have  subscrivit  the  samen,  day  and  place  for- 
said.  And  they  cess  the  people  for  the  difference  of  the  two.  Sic  subscrihitur ; 
James  Lauson,  lait  baillie  j  Andrew  Duncane,  late  bailHe  ;  Ja.  Simpsone,  clerk. 

Burgh  of  Dumpeeis. 

Dumfreise  the  twenty  third  day  of  April  j™  vj''  nynty  two  yeares.  Com-  Dumfkeis. 
peired  befor  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundee,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie 
of  Aberdeen,  commissionars  appointed  by  the  royall  borrowes  for  visiting  the 
wholl  royall  borrowes  be  south  and  west  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  magis- 
trats of  the  said  burgh  of  Dumfreise  and  ther  toun  clerk,  who  gave  in  ane  accompt 
of  ther  patrimonie  and  comon  good,  together  with  ane  answer  to  the  saids  visitors 
instructions  as  followes. 

1°  As  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  comon  good  to  the  best  of 
ther  knowledge  will  amount  to  2,666  lib.  13s.  4d.  or  thereby,  comunibus  annis, 
and  that  ther  debts  will  be  about  twentie  thousand  marks  or  therby. 
2  4  G 
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APPE^TOK^n^         2&a  ^g  ^Q  ^^Q  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  mortifioationes 
Reports,  1692.  belonging  to  them. 

DuMFEEis.  gtio  ^g  ^q  ^]jg  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned  therin. 

4'°  As  to  the  fourth  article  it  is  answered  they  are  not  concerned  therin. 
5*°  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  produced  ther 
thesaurers  bookes  for  fyve  preceeding  yeares  to  the  saids  visitoris  who  have  con- 
sidered the  samen,  and  that  they  are  stated  in  the  answer  to  the  first  article,  and 
that  ther  eiquies  with  ther  clerks  and  other  dewes  therto  belonging  amounts  yeirly 
to  twenty  nyne  pounds  Scotes,  which  is  instructed  by  the  dischairges  produced  to 
the  saides  visitoi's. 

6'°  As  to  the  sext  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  hade  these  fyve  years 
bygone  of  forraigne  trade  the  followeing  particulars,  viz.,  ane  small  ship   from 
France   with  eighteen   tunns   of  wyne   and   sex    tunns  of  brandie    or  thereby; 
item,    ane    other    veshell    from    Norway    with    fyve    thousand  daills  ;    item,    a 
small    veshell    from    Stockholme    leadened    with  iron ;    item,    ane    other   small 
veshell  from  Bristol!,   of  the   burden   of  twentie    tunns,    loadened    with   cydar 
botles   hopes    and  some  other  small  goodes  of  inconsiderable  value,  being  four 
in  all.     And  as  to  ther  inland  trade  they  have  hade  the  particulars  followeinjj, 
viz.  :   Threttie  packs  of   linnen   cloath    at   twenty  pownd  sterline  the  pack  in 
neat  twelve  hundreth   pownds  sterline,  and  other  goodes  of  that  nature  to  tlie 
value  of  four  hundreth  and  eighty  pownd  sterline  ;  item,   fyve  thousand  sheep 
skins     at     fyfty    pownd     sterline    the    thousand    in    neat     two     hundreth    and 
fiftie  pound   sterline;  item,   sex    thousand    mort    lambskins,  worth    seaventeen 
pound  sterline,  which  they  sell  yearly   to   merchants   in  Edinburgh    and  others. 
And  that  they  have  ten  or  twelve  merchants  shops  that  retaills  tarr,  lint,  and 
iron,  and  tuo  shops  that  sells  cloath  and  London  goodes;  and  that  they  have  some 
other  shops  of  little  accompt  that  sells  brandy,  pypes,  tobbaCco,  candle,  and  such 
lyck  wares  ;  and  three  appothecaries  shops.     And  this  is  all  forraigne  and  inland 
trade  they  have  to  the  best  of  ther  knowledge  and  surest  informatione  they  can 
gett.      And  that  ther  is  vented   yeirly  within  ther  burgh  about  three  tunns  of 
wine  yearly  these  fyve  years  bygone,  and  that  they  cannot  condescend  upon  what 
malt  they  consume  yearly  in  regaird  ther  milns  are  rouped  with  the  rest  of  ther 
comon  good  and  that  they  are  no  further  concerned  then  the  tack  duty  payable 
be  the  tacksmen,  and  that  ther  is  litle  malt  made  in  the  toune,  and  that  the  most 
pairt  of  ther  malt  is  brought  from  the  countrey,  and  that  the  tacksmen  of  the 
excyse  are  in  use  to  sett  leases  therof  to  others  soe  that  it  is  not  possible  for  the 
magistrats  to  give  a  trew  accompt  thereof. 

7™°  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  that  they  have  four  veshells  belonging  to  ther 
towne,  viz.,  the  Adventure,  of  burthen  about  36  tunns,  the  Providence,  20  tunns, 
the  Concord,  20  tunn  or  thereby  ;  and  which  three  ships  they  value  at  ane 
hundreth  and  fyfty  pownd  sterline,  and  that  they  have  lyen  up  these  three  or 
four  yeares  for  want  of  ti-ade  and  soe  are  ruinous  ;  and  the  Elizabeth  of  1 40 
tunns  which  is  lying  at  Kirkcudbright  ruinous  and  disabled,  soe  that  she  cannot 
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goe  to  sea  ;  and  that  they  have  no  other  ships  or  barks  belonging  to  them  ;  and  Appendix  III. 
that  they  have  a  small  boat  about  three  tunn,  a  yoal  and  no  ferry  boat.  Reports,  1692. 

8.  As   to    the   eight   article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  owners  nor  Dumfkeis. 
pairtners  themselves,  nor  know  they  any  of  ther  burgesses  to  be  ounei-s  or  pairtners 

of  any  ships  or  barks  belonging  to  any  other  burgh  royall,  barrony,  or  regality, 
nor  are  they  anywayes  concerned  in  trade  with  unfree  burghs. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payed  by  a  valua- 
tion of  ther  houses  and  land  rent  by  a  stent  roll  of  ther  trade,  and  which  roll  is 
revised  and  altered  from  tyme  to  tyme  as  trade  encreases  and  decayes,  and  that 
now  by  the  decay  of  trade  the  cess  is  lyke  to  fall  on  the  land  and  houses  ;  the 
valuation  bookes  of  the  saids  houses  and  borrow  reeds  being  produced  to  the  saids 
visitors,  which  were  considered  by  them,  extends  to  12,000  lib.  or  thereby. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  minister  draws  the  teynds 
ipsa  corpora  for  payment  of  his  stipend  of  the  borrow  aikei-s  as  ther  pairt  therof, 
the  rest  being  payed  out  of  landwart  parish,  and  that  they  pay  threty  pounds  for 
the  half  of  the  ministers  manse  out  of  ther  comon  good,  and  the  landwart  pai'ish 
the  other  half,  as  also  they  pay  to  there  sohooUmaster,  doctors,  presenter,  and 
others  there  publict  servants,  970  lib.  Soots  yearly;  inde  the  haill  1000  lib. 
which  is  i^ayed  out  of  the  comon  good,  together  with  the  annual  rent  of  20,000 
marks  of  debts  mentioned  in  answer  to  the  first  article. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventli  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  hospitalls 
nor  any  harbour  that  hath  any  key,  there  being  but  a  small  water  and 
very  shallow  and  sand  banks  all  down  the  water  twenty  mills  from  the 
towne,  which  hes  been  considered  by  the  saids  visitors,  and  ther  being  .a 
necessity  for  makeing  use  of  lighters  from  Kirkcudbright  and  Hasting  it  is  very 
expensive  and  consumes  the  profeitt  of  ther  trade.  And  that  they  maintain  the 
roofF  and  fabrick  of  ther  church,  as  also  ther  bridge  consisting  of  nyne  large 
arches,  tolbooth,  prison  houses,  milns,  milndams,  closes  and  sohoolhouses,  out  of 
the  comon  good  ;  and  that  the  expenses  of  all  these  above  mentioned  will  amount 
to  500  lib.  yeai'ly  or  therby,  wherby  and  by  the  expences  of  ther  commissioners 
to  the  parliament,  convention,  and  other  publict  charges,  ther  patrimonie  is  ex- 
hausted and  will  necessarly  engadge  them  to  contract  debts,  and  by  reasone  of 
the  inconveniencie  of  the  river  and  the  chairges  oiF  lighters  its  feared  that  trade 
will  totally  decay  even  tho  ther  were  peace. 

1 2.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  most  pairt  of  ther  houses 
are  inhabited  by  ther  respective  heretors,  and  ther  other  tenements  and  houses 
will  not  amount  to  above  three  per  cent.,  and  that  ther  will  be  about  twentie 
tenements  on  the  High  street  ruinous,  besides  some  houses  in  closes,  and  that  the 
wholl  northsyde  off  Lochmabanegate,  being  a  long  sti-eet,  was  totally  distroyed 
by  fire  about  a  twelvemoneth  since  or  therby,  a  great  deall  whereof  is  as  yeit 
unbuilt. 

13.  As  to  the  threteenth  article,  its  answered  that  they  have  two  yearly  fairs 
and  a  weekly  marcat,  and  that  each  of  these  fairs  is  privieledged  to  continow 
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Afpemdis  III,  eight  dayes,  but  that  they  are  often  inconsiderable,  and  that  one  thereof,  notwith- 
Eeports,  1692.  standing  of  the  forsaid  priviledge,  continowes  but  one  day,  and  that  the  customes 

DUMFREIS  c  . 

of  both  are  a  pairt  of  ther  comon  good  and  soe  stated  in  answer  to  the  first 
article. 

14.  Aa  to  the  fourteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  are  sewerall  regali- 
ties, barronies,  kirktowns,  and  other  countrey  villages  within  some  few  mills  of 
ther  toune,  which  they  consider  to  be  within  ther  precinct,  who  have  a  consider- 
able trade  and  vent  staple  comodities  in  prejudice  of  ther  burgh,  all  which  shall 
be  more  fully  made  appear  at  the  nixt  conventione  of  borrowes. 

Nota.  It  is  to  be  remembered  at  the  reporting  the  state  and  conditione  of 
the  said  burgh  that  ther  comon  good  is  necessarly  exhausted  from  year  to  year, 
and  a  great  decay  of  ther  trade,  and  many  houses  ruinous  and  waste,  soe  that  they 
expect  to  be  releived  and  eased  in  the  fyve  shilling  they  were  heigh  ted  in  the 
taxt  roll  Juliy  was  a  year. 

This  is  the  trew  acoompt  of  the  touns  patrimony,  comon  good,  and  state 
of  ther  burgh,  with  answers  to  the  abovewrittin  queries  and  instructions,  which 
are  given  upon  oath  by  the  saids  magistrats  and  towne  clerk  wnder  sub- 
scryveing,  to  the  best  of  ther  knowledge  and  informatione,  to  the  saids  visitors, 
day,  date,  and  place  above  wryttine.  Sic  svbscribitur  :  Tho.  Rome,  provost ; 
Robert  Johnstoun,  baillie ;  John  Irveing,  baillie  ;  Wm.  Menzies,  clerk. 


Inverness. 


Burgh  of  Inverness. 

Acoompt  of  the  comon  good  belonging  to  the  burgh  of  Invernes,  few  dewties,  and 

other  caswalties  belonging  therto,  for  the  year  1691. 
The  peck  and  firlott  pettie  custome  and  tole  mony  of  the  bridge, 

rouped  for  ...... 

The  weighhouse  and  salt  measour  rouped  for  the  said  year 
Flesh  stocks  and  shambles  rouped  for  .... 

The  anchorage  and  shoar  dewes  rouped  said  year  for 

The  few  dewties  yearly,  and  what  is  paid  to  the  towne  by  the 

weivers  .  ..... 

1,645   10     8 

Accompt  of  the  yearly  debursements  of  the  toun  of  Invernes  to  ther  ministers 
and  other  servants,  out  of  the  comon  good  of  the  burgh,  haveing  no  other 
way  to  pay  the  same. 

Imprimis,  to  the  ministers  yearly  .  .  .  .  133     6  8 

To  the  master  of  the  gramar  school  1  .  .  .  .  133      6  8 

Item,  for  ther  eiquie  .               .  .  .  .  .  6112  0 

Item,  for  the  misive  dewes       .  .  .  .  .  77      8  0 


LIB. 

s. 

D. 

1,010 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

46 

0 

0 

190 

0 

0 

359 

10 

8 
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Item,  the  four  officers  sallaries 

Item,  for  red  coats  to  them  yearly 

Item,  the  drumers  sallarie 

The  provost  and  four  baillies  sallaries  . 

The  thesaurers  sallary 

The  clerks  sallarie 

Item,  the  annual  rent  of  11,841  lib.  7s.  Scots  of  debt  resting  be 

the  toune  yearly  is 
Item,  for  keeping  the  touns  knock  yearly 
Item,  the  executioners  sallarie  yearly    . 
Item,  for  coall  and  candle  to  the  sewerall  gairds  from  Michael- 

mes  90  to  Michaelmes  91,  conform  to  the  thesaurers  accompt 

therof     ....... 

Item,  for  repairing  the  peer  and  harbour  from  Michaelmes  90  to 

Michaelmes  91,  per  the  thesaurers  accompt  thereof 
To  Mr  William  Robertson  of  Inshes,  for  the  rent  of  the  house 

and  close  quher  the  peits  for  the  severall  gairds  are  keeped 
Item,  to  William  Cuthbert,  merchant,  for  the  rent  of  ane  seller 

for  a  meill  mercat  yeirly  .  .  .  . 


LIB.     s.     D.  Appendix  III. 
40     0     0 


Eepoets,  1692. 

26    13  4  Inverness. 

40  0  0 

33  6  8 

40  0  0 

66  13  4 

710  0  0 

80  0  0 

16  0  0 


460  0  0 

90  0  0 

10  0  0 

12  0  0 


[£2,030,  6s.  8d.]   3,030  15  8 

It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  visitors  upon  inspection  of  the  thesaurers 
accompts  of  the  said  burgh,  not  haveing  found  the  annual  rent  of  ther  debtes 
charged  therin,  and  haveing  enquired  the  reason  therof  from  the  magistrats,  they 
declair  that  it  is  not  the  custome  of  the  burgh  to  charge  the  thesaurer  with 
debts,  especially  the  comon  good  being  otherwayes  expended,  as  appears  by  the 
thesaurers  bookes  ;  but  they  declaire,  upon  oath,  that  the  annual  rents  of  the 
debts  given  up  be  them  in  the  discharge  are  all  yeit  resting,  and  in  case  the  pub- 
lict  pay  not  ther  pairt  of  the  saids  debts  they  have  no  "way  to  satisfie  the  samen 
but  by  stenting  themselves.      This  subscryved  tyme  and  place  forsaid. 

The  above  accompt  of  the  comon  good  of  Invernes  and  the  accompt  upon  the 
other  page  of  ther  debts  and  debursements,  the  one  extending  1,645  lib.  10s.  8d. 
Scots  and  the  other,  being  ther  discharge,  extending  to  3,030  lib.  15s.  8d.  monie 
forsaid,  are  the  just  and  trew  accompts  of  the  charge  and  discharge  of  the  burghs 
comon  good  and  debts  ;  and  the  magistrats  declair  that  the  ballance  betuixt  the 
charge  and  discharge  is  raised  by  cess  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh  ;  and  that 
is  subscrivit  by  them  upon  oath  day  and  place  forsaid,  only  the  magistrats  doe 
declare  that  in  leiw  and  stead  of  the  fyve  pound  sterline  as  a  pairt  of  the  100 
marks  stated  as  the  clerks  sallarie  in  the  discharge,  the  towne  have  transacted 
with  the  clerk  and  allow  him  the  duplioandos  of  the  fenr  deuties  at  the  entrie  of 
ther  vassalls,  which  the  clerk  receaves  in  satisfactione  of  the  said  fyve  pownd 
sterline,  soe  that  it  is  all  one  to  the  towne  as  if  he  were  paid  in  specie  conforme 
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253 

6 

8 

200 

0 

0 

235 

0 

0 

88 

0 

0 

120 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

961 

14 

8 

Appendix  III,  to  the  article  in  the  discharge.     Sio  suhscriUtur :  Hew  Eobertsone,    provost; 
Eepoets,  1692.  Wm.  Duff,  baillie ;  J.  Duif,  baillie  ;  "Wm.  Eose,  baillie  ;  Tho.  Hossaok,  theasurer  ; 

Sa.  Cuthbert,  elk. 
Beuntisland,  Bukgh  of  Beuntisland. 

Ane  trew  and  reaU  rentall  of  the  comon  good  of  the  burgh  of  Bruntisland, 
as  the  satnen  was  rouped  and  sett  from  Martimas  1690  to  Martimas  1691 
in  maner  followeing,  to  witt : — 

Imprimis,  the  comon  land  380  marks 

Item,  the  postship  for  300  marks 

Item,  the  anchorage  for 

Item,  the  boat  silver  for 

Item,  the  small  customes  for   . 

Item,  the  custome  upon  the  load  of  coalls 

Item,  the  boothes  and  sellars  wnder  the  tolbooth 


This  is  all  our  comon  good.  As  for  mortifications,  wee  haue  none,  neither 
haue  wee  any  impositions. 

Out  of  which  comon  good  ther  is  yearly  payable  to  the  stipendaries  after- 
named  the  soumes  of  mony  underwritten,  viz.  : — 

Imprimis,  to  the  minister  yearly  400  marks  is 

Item,  to  the  schoolmaster  yearly 

To  the  schooll  doctor  yearly 

To  the  towne  clerk  yearly 

To  the  towns  agent  yearly 

To  the  tuo  ofiicers,  toun  drumer,  and  to  him  that  keeps 

yearly     .  .  .  "  . 

To  the  kirk  beddeU     .... 
To  the  cloak  dresser  yearly 
Item  for  clearing  the  towns  equies  yearly 

Sumais  .         572     6     8 

The  stipendaries  fies  being  deduced  of  the  said  comon  good  ther 

remains  for  payment  of  the  towns  debt  and  annual  rents    .  389      8     0 

Prooff  .  .  961    14     8 

The  comon  good  of  the  said  burgh  for  the  year  preceeding,  viz.,  1690, 
amounts  in  the  haill  to  the  soume  of  £870,  18s.  4d. 
The  stipendaries  fies  foi'  the  said  year  being  deduced  which  comes 

to,  with  the  equie  .....  572      6     8 


266 

13 

4 

100 

0 

0 

37 

6 

8 

44 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

the  cloack 

80 

0 

0 

13 

6 

8 

8 

0 

0 

11 

0 

0 
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Ther  rests  to  pay  the  touns  debts  which  extends  to  10,348  lib.  Is 
id.  and  annual  rents  therof  the  said  year,  the  sowme  of    . 

Prooff  is 


LIB. 

298 


s. 

11 


870   18     4 


D.  Appendix  III. 

S  flEPOETS,  1692. 
—  Bruntisland. 


Bruntisland  19  September  1691  years.  Wee  the  magistrats  of  the  burgh 
of  Bruntisland,  undersubscriveing,  doe  heirby  attest  that  this  is  a  trew  rentall  of 
the  said  burgh  for  the  years  1690  and  1691  and  of  the  stipendaries  yearly  pay- 
able furth  thereof,  as  witnes  our  hands  day,  place,  and  year  forsaid.  Sic  subscri- 
bitur  :  David  Christie,  bailly,  Wm.  Cheaplain,  baillie. 


Bdrgh  of  Inveekeithing. 

E,entall  of  the  burgh  of  Inverkeitbing,  its  few  duties,  ground  anwalls,  and 
casualties,  payable  to  the  magistrats  and  toun  councill  therof  from  Whitsunday 
1690  to  Whitsunday  1691  yeares,  comprehending  ther  wholl  comon  good,  extends 
to  the  soume  of  622  lib.  2s.  4d.  Scots  mony.  Nota  that  the  shoar  dewes  are  not 
here  included  because  it  is  fallen  in  the  touns  hands  the  year  forsaid. 

Debt  dew  be  the  towne  of  Innerkeithing  to  ther  creditors  undernamed,  both 
as  to  principall  sowmes  and  annual  rents  preceeding  Martimas  1690. 

Imprimis,  resting  to  the  kirk  session   of 

the  said  toun   . 
Item,  to  Janet  Gillespie  per  bond 
Item,  to  John  Anderson  per  bond     . 
Item,  to  Robert  Baird  per  bond 
Item,  to  James  Dudgeon  and   his   spouse 

per  bond 
Item,  to  James  Broune,  coupar,  per  bond 
Item,  to  Eobert  Main  per  bond 
To  Robert  Hendersone  per  bond 
To  David  Thomson  per  bond 
To  the  gildrie  of  the  said  burgh  per  bond 
To  them  per  subscrivit  ticket 

To  the  fraternity  of  baxters  or  maltmen  in 

the  toun  per  bond         .  .  2509      0     0  422   17     0 

Deductions  out  of  the  rentall,  which  with  the  annuall  rents  abovewrittin  the 
thesaurer  of  the  said  burgh  for  the  year  forsaid  is  authorized  to  pay. 

Imprimis,  ane  yearly  duty  to  the  Eai-le  of  Lauderdaile    .  .  20     0     0 

Item,  the  ministers  manse  .  .  .  .  20     0     0 


Innerkeith- 
ing. 


PRINCIPALL. 

TEARS. 

ANNUAL  RENTS. 

266   13 

4 

14 

224 

0 

0 

366  13 

4 

3 

66 

0 

0 

200     0 

0 

3 

36 

0 

0 

666   13 

4 

3 

40 

0 

0 

133     6 

8 

8 

0 

0 

200     0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

66   13 

4 

4 

0 

0 

333     6 

8 

20 

0 

0 

117   13 

4 

6 

17 

0 

100     0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

58     0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Reports  1692  I*^™;  *"  ^^^  schoolmasters  sallarie 

Inkerkeith-     Item,  to  the  knock  keepers  sallarie 

i''°-  Item,  to  the  clerks  sallarie 

Item,  to  the  touns  officers  ther  fies  and  cloathes 

Item,  the  drumers  fie    . 

Item,  for  the  touns  equie 

Item,  ane  yearly  duty  to  the  sherrifF  of  Fyffe 

Item,  to  each  one  of  the  baillies  of  the  said  burgh 

Item,  the  theasurers  fie  .  .  . 


230   10     0 

Item,  the  commissionars  to  the  parliament  and  burrows. 

This  is  the  treu  rentall   and   debt   of  the  towne   of  Inverkeithing,   attested 

under  the  hands  of  us  the  provost,   baillies,  and  clerk,   undersubscriveing,  the 

seaventeen   day  of  August  1691.     Sio  subscribitur :    Alexr.  Spittell,   provost, 

William  Henderson,  baillie,  Jo.  Cant,  elk.,  David  Thomson,  baillie. 


KiKQHOEN. 


LIB.   S. 

D. 

40  0 

0 

10  0 

0 

33  6 

8 

40  0 

0 

14  0 

0 

14  10 

0 

20  0 

0 

12  0 

0 

6  13 

4 

Burgh  of  Kinghoen. 
Charge  of  the  comon  good  of  the  burgh  of  Kinghorn,  from  Martimas  1688 


to  Martimas  1690  being  two  years. 
Imprimis,  from  Martimas  1688  to  Martimas  1689  our  miln 
Item,  the  postship  that  year    . 
Item,  the  boats  silver  that  year 
Item,  to  the  impost  and  anchorage  that  year     . 
Item,  our  comon  grasse  that  year 
Item,  the  grasse  of  the  Redding  Braes  that  year 


128  0  0 

108  0  0 

81  6  8 

33  0  0 

215  6  8 

120  0  0 


685   13 
Charge  of  the  comon  good  of  the  burghe  of  Kinghorne  from  Martimas  1689 

to  Martimas  1690. 
Imprimis,  our  miln  that  year 
Item,  the  postship  that  year     . 
Item,  the  boats  silver  that  year 
Item,  the  impost  and  anchorage  that  year 
Item,  our  comon  grasse  that  year 
Item,  the  rent  of  the  Eodding  Braes  that  year 


146  3 

4 

173  3 

0 

105  0 

0 

36  0 

0 

239  0 

0 

120  0 

0 

819  10 

0 

685  13 

4 

Suma  of  both  is 
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Discharge. 

Item,  deu  be  the  toun  of  Kinghom  to  the  laird  of  Halyeards  per 
bond        ..... 

Item,  more  be  the  toun  to  the  kirk  session  therof 

Item,  more  to  David  Ori-ook  be  bond 

Item,  more  to  Mathew  Law  be  bond    . 

Item,  dew  be  the  toun  to  tlie  primgilt  box  be  bond 

Item,  to  baillie  Patrick  Wallace  be  bond,  for  his  attendance  and 
debursements  at  the  convention  of  estaits,  three  sessions 
of  parliament,  and  general!  and  particular  conventions  of 
borrows  these  tuo  years   .... 


s. 
0 

APPE>'DIX  III. 

LIB, 

2000 

D.  Ebpoets,  1692 

Q  KiNGHOEN. 

533 
100 

6 

13 

0 

8 
4 
0 

78 

13 

4 

357   16     0 


3336     9     4 

This  is  the  just  and  trew  debt  oweing  be  the  towne  of  Kinghorne  be  bond. 

The  tuo  years  annualrent  of  the  abovewrittin  principall  soum     .  400      7     0 

Payable  yearly  to  the  towns  servants. 

Item,  to  the  schoolmaster  and  precentar  at  the  kirk  of  Kinghorne 
these  two  yeares 

To  the  clerk  for  his  fie  these  two  yeares 

To  the  toune  oiJicers  for  ther  fies  these  yeares 

Item,  the  equies  these  two  yeares 

Item,  the  misive  dewes  these  tuo  yeares 

Item,  bestoued  upon  the  repairation  of  the  Pettiecuir,  besid  what 
the  10s.  on  the  boll  of  malt  extends  to       . 

Item,  more,  the  touns  incident  charges  these  tuo  years  and  repair- 
ing our  miln  being  all  doune  to  the  ground 


160 

0 

0 

77 

6 

8 

77 

6 

8 

25 

8 

0 

59 

14 

0 

508  13   4 


516  13  0 


1825 


Sic  subscribitur  :  Robert  Bruce,  Robert  Shaw,  scriba. 


BuEGH  or  Brichen.  Briohe.v. 

Answers  by  the  burgh  of  Brechine  to  the  querries  given  in  to  them  by  John 
Muir,  provost  of  Air,  and  Mr  James  Smalet,  provost  of  Dumbartoune, 
visitors  appointed  by  the  borrows  for  the  royall  borrowes  benorth  the 
water  of  Tay. 

1.  To  the  first,  requiring  ane  accompt  of  the  comon  good  and  debt,  its  ans- 
wered by  ane  peaper  apairt  contaiueing  both. 

2.  Its  answered  that  they  have  no  mortificationes  belonging  to  the  toune  or 
gildrie. 

2  4  H 
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Appendix  III.  3.  Its  answered  that  the  touns  thesaurers  accompt  fitted  for  fyve  years  pre- 

Repoets,  1692.  ceeding  the  year  1691  are  presented  to  the  visitors. 

Beiohen.  4.   Its  answered  that  they  haue  no  forraigne  trade,  being   ane   inland   and 

countrey  burgh.  As  for  ther  inland  trade  its  but  very  mean  and  small,  being 
altogether  failled  within  these  three  or  four  years  last,  soe  that  more  then  a  third 
pairt  of  the  merchants  and  inhabitants  of  the  toune  are  either  become  bankrupt 
or  left  the  burgh,  as  will  appear  by  a  list  of  the  vacant  houses  therof,  and  soe  all 
the  inland  trade  is  small  commodities,  such  as  soap,  stearch,  salt,  iron  potts,  pans, 
and  other  small  wairs  bought  from  the  nearest  sea  port,  and  soe  the  advantage 
is  Utle  or  none.  There  are  some  tuo  or  three  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh 
■who  are  imployed  by  merchants  in  the  adjacent  burghs  to  buy  green  lining  for 
them  and  have  some  litle  benefeit  therby,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  inland  trade  its 
by  eight  or  ten  of  the  inhabitants  tradeing  in  bear  and  maill  for  serveing  the 
inhabitants  of  the  burgh,  and  some  few  in  the  burgh  and  paroch  and  countrey 
I'ound  the  towne  with  malt  and  maill  ;  all  which  is  extraordinarly  inconsider- 
able, soe  that  the  haill  inhabitants  groan  under  the  burden  of  the  monethly  cess 
and  supply,  being  fyve  pound  ten  shillings  sterline  monethly,  and  altho  the 
samen  be  laid  on  by  way  of  taxatione  yeit  verie  offten  the  inhabitants  prove 
insolvent  of  their  7-espective  stents,  in  which  caice  the  towns  comon  -good  pays 
the  defficiencie  of  the  towns  stent  roll,  which  hes  amounted  to  considerable 
soumes  these  three  years  by  past,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  theasaurers  accompt 
produced.  As  to  the  vent  of  wyne  ther  is  but  one  house  or  inn  in  the  towne 
that  vents  wyne,  while  these  three  years  bypast  there  hes  been  litle  seek  or 
brandie.  There  are  some  sallars  of  aile  that  vent  brandie  about  ten  points  a 
year.  As  for  the  vent  of  malt  its  not  considerable,  the  wholl  toune  being  de- 
cayed soe  that  the  brewars  have  litle  or  noe  seall  for  aile  but  from  strangers  and 
at  the  comon  fairs  belonging  to  the  toune,  and  the  excyse  roll  is  become  a  great 
deall  short  of  what  it  was  formerly. 

5.  Its  answered  that  ther  is  no  shipping  great  or  small  belonging  to  the  burgh, 
the  samen  lyeing  fyve  mylls  from  the  sea. 

6.  It  is  answered  ther  is  no  inhabitant  hes  any  pairt  of  or  portioners  in 
with  others  in  shipping  in  other  royall  borrowes  or  burghs  of  barronie. 

7.  Its  answered  that  the  cess  of  the  burgh  being  fyve  pound  ten  shillings 
monethly  is  laid  on  by  taxatione  on  the  inhabitants  but  often  they  faill  in  pay- 
ment of  their  respective  stents,  soe  that  the  deficiencie  is  made  up  out  of  the 
comon  good  and  falls  out  to  be  considerable. 

8.  Its  answered  that  the  first  ministers  stipend  is  payed  out  of  the  bishops 
rents,  the  second  minister  is  payed  out  of  the  teynd  of  the  parochine  and  bishops 
rents,  except  ten  pounds  for  ane  yeard  yearly.  The  rest  of  the  publict  servants 
fees  are  payed  out  of  the  publict  and  comon  good  of  the  burgh  as  will  appear  by 
the  peaper  apairt. 

9.  It  is  answered  that  the  wholl  publick  works  are  mantained   out  of  the 
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comon  good,  such  as  ane  bridge  on  the  water  of  Southesk,  which  did  cost  the  Appendix  UI 

toune  in  anno  1685,  upwards  of  1000  marks,  and  soe  brought  the  publict  in  R^J^i^T^^ 

debt.      Item,  the  grammar  school],  whilk  is  ane  verie  old  house  and  most  now  be  Brichen 

altogether  repaired,  besides  ane  good  sowme  it  hes  stood  the  toune  yearly  for 

many  years    bygone.     Item,  the   tolbooth   which   is   extream   old  house  and  is 

to  be  taken  downe  and  of  new  built  and  fortified  out  of  the  comon  good.     Item 

the  publict  marcat  cross  whilk  is  altogether  demolished  and  will  just  now  stand 

the  town   upwards   of  (blank).     These,    besides   the   publict  streets,  ports,  and 

dycks   of  the   comon  grass,  and  mantaineing  the  comon  milns,  one  of  which  in 

anno  1688  did  stand  the  towne  for  ane  new  house,  ane  stone  stool]  and  other 

materials  the  sowme  of  ]  00  lib.  sterline,  and  the  other  is  demolished. 

10.  Its  answered  that  the  marcat  is  the  calsay  marcat,  being  on  Tuesday 
weekly,  beginning  the  first  Tuesday  of  Lent  and  containoweing  till  Pash  Sunday, 
being  four  dayes.  Item,  ane  weekly  marcat  on  Tuesday  throughout  the  wholl 
year.  Item,  ane  yearly  marcat  called  Palm  Tuesday  lasting  one  day.  Item, 
ane  yearlie  fair  called  Trinity  Fair  beginning  the  Wednesday  after  Whitsonday 
on  the  Trinity  Mure  of  Brechine,  whilks  is  the  sheep  marcat  day,  Thursday 
therafter  the  nolt  marcat  day,  Fryday  therafter  the  horss  marcat  day,  and  Tues- 
day therafler  returneing  into  the  toune.  Item,  Martimas  Tuesday  one  day 
yearly.  Item,  the  weekly  Craft  Marcat,  beginning  the  Tuesday  after  Michaelmess 
and  containeing  to  Christmas,  both  the  Calsay  and  Craft  marcat  being  some 
better  than  the  ordinarie  weekly  marcats. 

11.  Its  answered  as  to  the  burghs  of  barrony  and  regality  within  the  pre- 
cinct of  Brechine,  that  the  laird  of  Edzell,  within  three  mylls  of  the  towne,  hes 
a  weekly  marcat  on  Wednesday  and  also  ane  yeirly  fair  called  St  Laurence  Fair 
the  tyme  of  the  comon  fairs  of  Brechin,  as  also  ther  is  ane  other  on  Munday 
weekly,  without  any  ground  or  warrant,  within  four  mylls  of  the  town  at  the 
north  water  bridge  whilkis  altogether  destroys  the  touns  marcats  ;  and  sicklyck 
there  are  sewerall  persons  that  dryve  a  brade  of  merchandizeing  within  three  or 
four  mylls  of  the  town,  to  witt,  John  Davidsone,  James  Boss,  Alexander 
Stronach,  in  the  parochin  of  Aberlemno,  James  Patersone  in  the  parochine  of 
Oathlow,  David  Smart  and  David  Curdean  in  the  parochin  of  Tannadice,  Alex- 
ander Allan  in  the  parochin  of  Menmure,  James  Carnegie  fiar  of  Cookstone  and 
Francis  Stevensone  in  the  parochin  of  Breichin,  John  Downie  in  the  parochin  of 
Ballgais  ;  item,  Eoscobie  a  considerable  burgh  of  barronie  and  regality  ;  item, 
Killiemuire  a  considerable  burgh  of  barronie  and  regalitie,  consisting  of  sexteen 
merchants  and  sewerall  yearly  fairs,  and  a  considerable  weekly  marcat.  As  to 
ther  particular  trade  it  cannot  be  condescended  on. 

Charge  from  Whitsonday  1690  to  Whitsonday  1691  years. 

ira.  s.  D. 

Imprimis,  the  comon  milns  rouped  to                 .              .              .          540  0  0 

Item,  the  comon  customs  to     .                             .              .                        313  6  8 
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Item,  the  weighhouse  and  fleshbooths  to 


Reports,  1692.  Jtem,  the  comon  grass 


Briohen. 


Item,  the  few  deuties  of  the  lands  fewed  out  of  the  couion  good 


Sama  est 


LIB.  s.  D. 

120  0  0 

55  0  0 

24  I  8 

1052  8  4 


Discharge. 

To  the  minister  for  ane  yeard 

Item,  the  schoolmasters  sallarie  yearlie 

Item,  the  doctor  of  the  schooll  .... 

Item,  the  touns  clerk  of  sallarie 

Item,  the  annual  rent  of  3700  marks  resting  be  the  towne  to  sewe- 
rail  jjersons  ...... 

Item,  to  the  towns  officers  and  drumers 

Item,  to  the  church  officer  for  tolling  the  bell  at  ten  acloack  at  night 

Item,  the  towns  equie  .... 

The  few  duty  of  the  custom  firlott  and  little  milne 

To  the  Earle  of  Panuiuir  of  fewduty     . 

To  the  comon  sheep  herd 

To  the  touns  particular  agent  at  Edinburgh 

To  the  touns  theasaurers  yearly  sallary 

To  the  expenses  at  the  Trinitie  fair  j'early 
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At  Montrose  the  elleaventh  day  of  September  1691  yeares.  This  and  the  pre- 
ceeding  padges  is  the  trew  conditione  of  the  burgh  of  Brechine,  both  charge  and  dis- 
chairge,  and  is  given  up  be  the  magistrats  and  clerk  of  the  said  burgh  upon  oath 
to  the  visitors  appointed  be  the  royall  borrows  for  that  effect  and  is  signed  by  the 
saids  magistrats  and  clerk  day  and  place  forsaid.  Sic  subscribitur :  Francis 
MoUiesone ;   Alex.  Young,  baillie  ;   Geo.  Spence,  clerk. 
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BuEGH  OF  Irvine. 

Irvine.  Irvine,  the  second  day  of  May  j™  vj°  and  nyntie  two  years.      Compeired  befor 

James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie  of  Aberdeen, 
commissioners  appointed  be  the  convention  of  the  royall  borrowes  for  visiting  the 
whoU  royall  burghs  be  west  and  south  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  magistrats 
and  towne  clerk  of  the  burgh  of  Irvine,  who  gave  in  ane  accompt  of  ther  patri- 
monie  and  comon  good,  together  with  ane  answer  to  the  saids  visitors  instructions 
as  followes  : 

1°  As  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  that  there  comon  good,  comunihus 
minis,  will  extend  to  the  sowme  of  1,791  lib.  18s.  Scots,  and  that  ther  debts  will 
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amount  to  11,636  lib.  5d.  whereof  there  is  4,133  lib.  13s.  4d.  in  dependance  befor  Appeotix  111. 
the  parliament,  being  for  the  plack  on  the  point  in  King  James  tyme.  Eepoets,  1692. 

2'^°  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  mortifications  ^"'^™^- 
belonging  to  them. 

3*'°  As  to  the  third  article,  its  answered  that  they  are  no  ways  concerned 
therin,  haveing  a  harbour  of  ther  own. 

4*°  As  to  the  fourth  article,  its  answered  that  they  are  noways  concerned 
therein. 

5'°  As    to    the    fyfth  article,   its  answered  that  they  have   produced  ther  ' 

thesaurers  books  for  fyve  preceeding  years  which  is  considered  and  stated  in  the 
answer  to  the  first  article,  and  that  ther  equeLs  amounts  to,  with  the  clerks  and 
other  dewes,  17  lib.  10s. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  its  answered  that  these  fyve  preceding  years  all  the 
forraigne  trade  they  have  hade  is  the  particitlars  followeing,  viz.,  ane  ship  of  70 
tunn  burden  from  France  loadned  with  salt  and  brandie ;  item,  another  small 
veshell  from  France  leadened  with  salt  and  brandie  ;  item,  another  small  veshell 
from  Norway,  loadened  with  tarr  and  daills,  of  burden  about  30tunns  ;  and  that 
they  have  exported  about  thritie  pack  of  wooll  or  thereby  yeirly  for  these  two 
years  bygone,  each  of  which  packs  weighs  about  twelve  stone;  also  about  seaven 
or  eight  small  barks,  about  20  tunn  the  piece,  loadened  with  victwall,  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  Irish  troubles,  anno  1  689  and  1690,  wherein  there  were  some  strangers 
concerned,  and  a  fourth  pairt  of  ane  small  veshell  from  Norway,  there  pairt  of 
the  leadening  therof  came  to  600  daills  ;  and  ane  other  ship  from  France,  of  70 
tunns,  loadened  with  salt,  and  a  small  litle  brandie.  And  that  ther  inland  trade 
is  verie  inconsiderable,  and  what  they  have  is  by  retaill  of  some  brought  from 
Glasgow  and  other  royall  burghs,  and  that  they  have  vented  about  a  tunn  of  wine, 
seek,  and  brandie,  each  year,  these  fyve  years  bygone  ;  and  that  they  will  con- 
sume about  fourty  bolls  of  malt,  Lithgow  measonr  weekly,  and  that  they  hade  a 
small  quantity  about  twelve  dacres  imported  by  strangers. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  its  answered  that  they  hade  eight  small  ships, 
barks,  and  boats  belonging  to  them,  whose  burden  value  and  how  imployed  is 
conform  to  ane  particular  accompt  in  answer  to  this  article  given  in  wnder  ther 
hands  to  the  saids  visitors,  of  which  eight  ships  they  have  latly  lost  one. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  concerned  in  mattei-s  of 
shipping  in  soe  far  it  is  mentioned  in  the  above  mentioned  article,  and  that  they 
are  no  other  wayes  concerned  with  unfree  traders  in  matter  of  trade. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  cesses  is  pairtly  payed  by 
tax  on  ther  inhabitants  and  pairtly  out  of  ther  comon  good,  as  is  at  more  length 
contained  in  ther  answer  to  the  nynth  article. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  pairt  of  ther  ministers 
stipends,  schooll master,  and  other  publict  servants  are  payed  and  mantaineit  out 
of  ther  comon  good. 
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Appendix  III.         ^    ^g  ^^  ^j^g  glleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  all  ther  publict  works 
Reports,  1692.  are  mantaineit  out  of  ther  common  good. 

1 2.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  its  answered  that  these  houses  where  the  heretors 
themselves   doe  stay  are  not  stented,  and  the  remander  posest  be  tenents  payes 

'  monethly  thrie  pennies  on  each  mark  piece  of  rent  by  a  stranger  and  two  pennies 
by  a  freeman,  and  the  rent  of  ther  haill  sett  houses  extends  to  1621  lib.  13s.  4d., 
but  of  these  there  are  a  great  many  waist  and  that  ther  borrow  aikers  payes  two 
pennies  on  each  mark  rent  without  any  rebatement. 

13.  As  to  the  thretteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  one  yearly  fair 
which  begins  the  8  th  and  endest  the  13  of  August,  wherof  the  Earls  of  Eglin- 
towne  are  keepers,  by  ther  deputs,  fiscalls,  and  tenents,  and  have  the  one  half  of 
the  customes;  and  they  have  tuo  weekly  marcats  or  fair  dayes,  and  that  the  cu.s- 
tomes  of  the  same  are  a  pairt  of  ther  comon  good  and  soe  stated  in  answer  to  the 
first  article,  and  that  ther  are  no  other  fairs  in  use  to  be  held  at  the  said  burgh 
albeit  by  ther  charter  they  have  right  to  another  which  is  no  wont  of  use  to  be 
keeped. 

14.  As  to  the  fourteenth  article,  its  answered  that  the  burghs  of  barronies  and 
regalities  lyeing  within  ther  pi-ecinct  are  as  followes,  viz.,  one  burgh  of  regality, 
Killwining  ;  and  of  barronies,  Kilmarnock,  Kilmaars,  Newmilns,  Stewartoun, 
Beeth  and  Largs,  which  are  very  prejudicial!  to  them  in  point  of  trade,  and 
serve  the  most  pairt  of  the  countrey  with  goodes  by  retail!,  and  that  ther  houses 
are  better  and  more  of  them  then  many  royal!  burghs,  particularly  Kilmarnock 
which  hath  a  comon  good  and  keeps  a  marcat.  A  more  particular  [account] 
therof  ther  commissioner  will  represent  to  the  nixt  conventione  of  borrowes. 

15.  As  to  the  fyfteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  a  litle  caswall  comon 
good  accrewes  to  them  by  fi.nes  and  burges  admissione  but  not  worth  the  men- 
tioneing. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  state  and  conditione  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Irvine  in  answer  to  the  forsaid  instructiones,  as  it  is  given  up  upon  oath  by  the 
saids  magistrates  and  towne  clerk,  wndersubscryveing,  to  the  best  of  ther  know- 
ledge and  surest  informatione  they  can  have  to  the  saides  visitors,  day  and  dait 
forsaid.  Sic  suhscribitur :  John  Gray,  baillie;  James  MuUivine,  baillie ;  Ja. 
Nisbet,  dean  of  gild  ;  Jn.  Hamiltoune,  clerk. 

BuEGH  OP  Jedburgh. 

Jedburgh.  [Jedburgh]  the  nynteen  day  of  April  j™  vj"^  and  nyntie  two  years.    Compeired 

befor  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baUlie  of  Aber- 
deen, commissioners  appointed  be  the  royall  borrowes  for  visiting  the  ■who!!  royall 
borrowes  be  west  and  south  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  magistrats  of  the  said 
bui'gh  and  ther  towne  clerk,  who  gave  in  ane  accompt  of  ther  patrimonie  and 
comon  good,  together  with  ane  answer  to  the  saids  visitors  instructions  as 
followes  : 
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1.  As  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  keep  no  thesaurers  bookes  Appendix  III. 
but  that  ther   comon  good  extends  to,  coinmu7iibus  annis,  to  the  sowme  of  two  Repobts,  1692. 
thousand  pounds  Scots  to  ther  best  of  ther  knowledge.     JVota.      The  towne  rests  Jedburgh. 
of  debt  20,000  lib.  Scots,  in  pairt  whereof  ther  three  corne  milnes  and  a  walk 

milne  are  sett  to  ther  creditors  for  ten  years  for  payment  of  10,000  lib.  of  the 
forsaid  debt,  and  that  the  remander  of  there  comon  good  will  not  defray  the 
anuallrents  of  the  rest  of  ther  debts  and  pay  the  publict  burdens,  by  fyve  hun- 
dreth  pounds  yearly,  which  they  will  be  oblidged  to  borrow. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  mortificationes 
belonging  to  the  towne  councill,  gildrie,  or  trades,  except  the  principle  sowme  of 
2,000  marks,  the  anwall  rent  wherof  is  punctwallie  payed  to  the  kirk  theasaurer 
for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  and  poor  schoolars  at  the  gramar  schooll, 
conform  to  the  will  of  the  mortifier,  and  that  they  are  no  other  maner  of  way 
imployed  for  ease  of  the  burgh. 

3.  As  to  the  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  saids  magistrats  have 
produced  to  the  saids  visitors  their  elven,  weights,  measours  for  bear  and  whyt, 
and  jugg,  and  that  the  saids  magistrats  declair  they  are  conform  to  the  trew 
standart. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  no  wayes  concerned 
therin,  they  haveing  [no]  seaport  belonging  to  them  and  that  ther  neirest  and 
most  convenient  is  Leith. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  magistrats  have  produced 
ther  councill  bookes  to  the  saides  visitors,  which  hes  been  considered  and  stated 
by  them  conform  to  the  first  article,  and  that  ther  eiquies  extends  with  ther  clerks 
dewes  and  other  chairges,  comniunibus  annis,  to  the  sowme  of  twelve  pownd  Scots 
which  is  anwally  payed. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  forraigne  trade  in 
respect  they  are  threttie  mylls  or  thereby  from  any  free  seaport,  ther  inland  trade 
consists  most  of  skins  and  wooll  and  other  smaller  goodes,  which  they  bring  from 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  and  other  royall  burghs,  the  value  wherof  they  cannot  con- 
descend on,  or  what  it  might  amount  to  yearly,  and  that  the  same  is  verie 
inconsiderable. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  its  answered  that  they  have  no  ships,  barks,  or 
boats  belonging  to  them,  in  respect  they  lye  at  such  a  distance  from  any  seaport. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned  in 
the  partnership  of  any  ships  belonging  either  to  burghs  royall  or  barronie  or 
regality. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  its  answered  that  ther  cesses  is  payed  by  a  tax  on 
ther  inhabitants. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  its  answered  that  they  pay  yearly  to  ther 
ministers  fourty  pounds,  to  the  schoolmaster  three  hundreth  and  fyftie  marks, 
and   that  the  jailor,  four  officers,  bellman,  drumer,  and  pyper,  have  200  lib.  a 
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Appendix  III,  year  amongst  them,  besiseds  fyve  pownd  sterling  to  the  shireif  and  two  doUors 
Kepoets,  1692.  a  moneth  to  ther  comon  executioner,  all  which  are  payed  out  of  the  towns 
.Jedbueqh.        como^  good. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  ther  church,  ther  bridge, 
within  and  without  the  toune,  particularly  the  bridge  of  Ancrum,  which  is  upon 
the  water  of  Tewiot,  and  all  ther  other  publict  works  are  mantained  out  of  the 
comon  good. 

1 2.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  greatest  pairt  of  there 
houses  are  inhabited  by  ther  respective  heretors  to  whom  they  belong,  and  that 
ther  is  not  above  ten  houses  posest  be  stranger  inhabitants,  and  that  the  wholl 
may  pay  about  ane  100  marks  or  therby  yearly,  and  that  neither  ther  tenements 
of  land  nor  trade  is  valued  but  ther  taxation  imposed  according  to  the  discretione 
of  the  stent  masters. 

1 3.  As  to  the  threteen  article,  its  answered  that  they  have  four  yearly  fairs, 
which  only  containowes  for  the  space  of  one  day,  and  ane  weekly  marcat,  and  that 
the  customes  of  both  are  a  pairt  of  ther  comon  good  and  soe  stated  in  the  first 
article. 

14.  As  to  the  fourteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  magistrats  have 
alreadie  given  in  to  the  last  conventione  of  borrowes  ane  exact  accompt  of  all  the 
burghs  of  regality,  barrony,  or  other  unfree  traders  within  ther  precinct,  and  that 
if  the  same  be  either  amissing  or  defective  they  shall  second  it  with  another  at 
the  nixt  conventione. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  towns  patrimony,  comon  good,  and  esteat  of 
the  said  burgh,  with  the  answers  made  to  the  visitors  instructions,  which  are  given 
up  upon  oath  by  the  saides  magistrats  and  ther  clerk,  undersubscryveing,  to  the 
saides  visitors,  day  and  date  forsaid.  Sic  subscribitur:  Adam  Ainsly,  provost  ; 
WiUiam  Elliot,  baillie ;  Tho.  Porteous,  baillie  ;  Wa.  Scott,  baillie  ;  Ja.  Oliver, 
baillie  ;  Adam  Eutherfoord,  dean  of  gild  ;  Jo.  Eutherfoord,  clerk. 

BuEGH  OF  Kirkcudbright. 

KiRKcuD-  Kirkcudbright  the  twenty  fyfth  day  of  Aprill  j™  vj°  nyntie  and  two  yeares. 

BRIGHT.  Compeired  befor  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie 

of  Aberdeen,  commissioners  appointed  be  the  royall  burro wes  for  visiting  the  wholl 
royall  burghs  be  south  and  west  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  magistrats  of  the 
said  toun  of  Kirkcudbright,  and  ther  toun  clerk,  who  gave  in  ane  accompt  of 
ther  patrimonie  and  comon  good,  together  with  answers  to  the  saids  visitors 
instructions  as  followes  :  — 

1.  A.S  to  the  first  article  it  is  answered  that  ther  comon  good  will  amount, 
communihus  annis,  to  the  soume  of  880  lib.  Scots,  and  that  ther  debt  will  extend 
to  2260  lib.  besides  183  lib.  of  ther  borrow  dewes,  and  that  they  contract  yearly 
300  lib.  3s.  more  then  their  comon  good  will  defray. 
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2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  two  mortificationes,  Appendix  III. 
one  of  9,000  marks  and  ane  other  of  500  marks  of  principall,  [the  annualrent]  reports  16927 
whereof  is  payed  for  the  poors  use  according  to  the  will  of  the  mortifier  and  Kiekoud- 

no  wayes  imployed  for  ease  of  ther  burgh. 

3.  As  to  the  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned,  they 
having  a  harbour  of  their  oune. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  produced  ther  toune 
books  wherby  ther  comon  good  is  found  as  in  the  first  article,  and  that  ther  eiquies 
with  clerks  dewes  and  other  casualties  extends,  comunihiis  minis,  to  the  soume  of 
17  lib.  6s.  8d.  conform  to  ther  dischairge. 

6.  As  to  the  sext  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  forraigne  trade, 
and  that  ther  inland  trade  is  verie  inconsiderable  ;  all  they  have  they  bring  from 
Leith,  Dumfreise,  and  other  free  burghs  on  horseback,  and  that  they  will  con- 
sume about  ane  Hogshead  of  seek  and  brandie  yearly,  which  they  bring  from 
Dumfreise,  and  they  consume  weekly  nyne  Lithgow  bolls  off  malt. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  forraigne  trade 
and  that  they  have  neither  ship  nor  bark  but  only  two  ferry  boats,  which  are 
sett  yearly  and  stated  in  the  answer  to  the  first  article  as  a  pairt  of  ther  comon 
good,  but  that  they  have  a  small  boat  of  eight  tunns  newly  bought  for  carieing 
there  coalls  but  she  hath  never  as  yeit  been  imployed. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  [not]  owners  nor 
pairtners  of  any  ships  belonging  either  to  burghs  royall  of  regality  or  barronie, 
and  that  they  have  no  trade  with  unfree  burghes. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  its  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payed  by  a  tax  on 
ther  inhabitants  and  heretors  and  that  ther  riding  monie  is  payed  out  of  the 
comon  good. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  pay  to  ther  minister 
yeirly  out  of  the  comon  good  183  lib.,  the  rest  of  his  stipend  being  payed  out  of 
the  landwart  parish,  and  that  the  schoolmaster  and  all  other  ther  publict  servants 
have  290  lib.  yearly,  out  of  the  comon  good. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  its  answered  that  ther  wholl  church  and  all 
other  ther  publict  works  are  sustained  and  upholden  out  of  the  comon  good. 

12.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  most  pairt  of  ther 
houses  are  inhabited  and  possest  by  ther  respective  herretors,  and  all  the  rest 
aither  waste  or  ruinous,  and  that  more  then  the  half,  and  that  each  boll  of  bears 
soweing  of  ther  borrow  akers  payes  twenty  nyne  shillings  yearly. 

13.  As  to  the  threteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  only  ane 
yearly  fair  of  one  dayes  containwance,  the  custome  whereof  will  be  about  three 
pounds  Scots,  and  a  weekly  fair,  and  both  ther  customes  are  a  pairt  of  ther  comon 
good  and  soe  stated  in  answer  to  the  first  article. 

14.  As  to  the  fourteenth  article,  its  answered  that  they  have  only  two  burghs 
2  4  I 
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Appendix  III,  of  barronie  and  regality  within  tber  precinct,  viz.,  Monygaff  and  Prestoun,  both 

Reports,  1692.  inconsiderable  as  to  ther  trade. 

KiEKouB-  This  is  the  trew  acoompt  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  said  burgh  of 

Kirkcudbright,  in  answer  to  the  abovewritten  instructions,  given  up  be  the 
magistrats  and  towne  clerk  of  the  said  burgh,  upon  oath,  undersubscriveing,  day 
and  dait  forsaid.  Sio  subscribitur :  Jo.  Ewart,  provost ;  John  Macghie,  baillie  ; 
George  Meek,  baillie ;  Jo.  Gordon,  elk. 


WiGETouNE.  Burgh  of  Wigtoune. 

Wigetoune,  the  twenty  sixt  day  of  Aprile  j"  vj°  and  nyntie  two  years.  Com- 
peired  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Uundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie  of 
Aberdeen,  commissioners  appoynted  by  the  royall  borrowes  for  visiting  the  whoU 
royall  burghs  be  south  and  west  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  magistrats  and 
toune  clerk  of  the  said  burgh  of  Wigetoune,  who  gave  in  ane  accompt  of  ther 
patrimonie  and  comon  good,  together  with  the  answers  to  the  saides  visitors  in- 
structions as  followes  : — 

1.  As  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  comon  good  will  extend, 
comunihus  annis,  to  the  soume  of  693  lib.  13s.  4d.  and  that  ther  debts  amounts 
to  the  soume  of  2051  lib.  13s.  4d. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  mortificationes 
belonging  to  them. 

3.  As  to  the  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  nowayes  concerned 
therin. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  its  answered  that  in  any  occasione  they  have  of 
trade  they  make  use  of  ther  own  foot  of  ther  water  for  ther  harbour. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  produced  ther  thea- 
saurers  and  toun  court  books  for  fyve  preceeding  yeares,  and  that  ther  eiquies 
with  ther  clerks  and  other  dewes  amounts  to  29  lib.  6s.  8d. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  forraigne  trade, 
and  that  ther  inland  trade  is  verie  inconsiderable,  and  all  they  have  is  a  retaill 
of  goodes  which  they  bring  from  Glasgow,  Air  and  Dumfries,  the  value  whereof 
will  amount  to  100  lib.  sterling  yearly  or  therby,  and  that  they  have  not  vented 
to  ther  knowledge  above  fyve  tunn  of  French  wyne  these  fyve  yeares  bygone, 
and  that  they  vent  about  a  hogshead  of  seek  and  a  butt  of  brandie  yearly,  and 
that  they  consum  about  fourteen  bolls  of  malt,  Linlithgow  measur,  weekly. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  neither  ship, 
bark,  or  boat  belonging  to  them  as  haveing  no  outland  trade  or  convenient  pairt. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  owners  or  part- 
ners of  any  ships,  barks  or  boats,  belonging  either  to  burghs  royall,  of  regality  or 
barronie,  or  concerned  any  maner  of  way  in  matter  of  trade  with  unfree  burghs. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payed  by  a  yearly 
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tax  on  the  inhabitants,  heretors  of  ther  tenements  and  borrow  aikers,  and  ther  Appendix  III. 
trades.  Reports,  1692. 

1 0.  As  to   the  tenth   article,   its   answered  that  they  pay  to   ther  minister  Wigetoune. 
300  lib.  yearly  out  of  ther  comon  good,  and  that  the  schoolmaster,  and  all  other 

ther  publict  servants,  have  yearly  payed  [them]  out  of  the  same  168  lib.  and  no 
other  wayes. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  church,  tolbooth, 
and  all  other  ther  publict  works,  commissioners  charges  to  the  parliament  and 
borrowes,  are  all  payed  out  of  ther  comon  good. 

12.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  its  answered  that  the  most  of  ther  houses  are 
inhabited  by  ther  respective  herretors  to  whom  they  belong,  and  that  the  most 
pairt  of  the  rest  are  either  waist  or  ruinous,  and  that  they  have  no  stranger  in- 
habitantes,  and  that  the  rent  of  ther  houses  is  twixt  twentie  four  pound  and 
twenty  shillings  Scots  yearly. 

1 3.  As  to  the  thretteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  four  yearly 
fairs,  the  customes  quherof  are  apairt  of  ther  comon  good  and  soe  stated  in  the 
answer  to  the  first  article,  and  that  they  have  no  weekly  marcat. 

14.  As  to  the  fourteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  only  one 
burgh  of  barrony  within  six  mylls  of  them,  called  Milligaff,  whose  trade  they 
reckon  inconsiderable,  and  hath  only  prejudged  them  as  to  ther  weekly  marcat. 

15.  As  to  the  fyfteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  some  casuall 
comon  good  by  ther  fines  or  mort  cloathes  quheron  they  cannot  condescend. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Wigetoun,  in  answer  to  the  abovewritten  instructiones,  as  it  is  given  up  by  the 
saids  magistrats  and  town  clerk  nndersubscriveing,  upon  oath,  to  the  saids  visitors, 
day  and  date  forsaid.  Sic  suhscrihitur  :  Will.  Coltrane,  provost,  Jo.  LafFreise, 
baillie ;  Simon  Gulline,  baillie  ;  Alexr.  Campbell,  elk. 

BUEGH  OF  PiTTENWEEM.  PiTTENWEEM. 

Answers   from  the  burgh  of  Pittenweem   to  the  queries  may  be  proposed 
by  the  commissionars  appointed  by  the  generall  conventione  to  visit 
the  royall  borrowes. 
1°  The  comon  good  of  the  burgh  of  Pittenweem  is  as  followeth,  viz.  : — 

LIB.         S.        D. 

The  customes  sett  for  .  .  .  .  .  136     0     0 

The  grass  maills  and  rents  of  the  comone  muires  and  braes  will 

hardUy  be  the  best  year  .  .  .  .  .  200     0     0 

]<[ota. — The  mUns  of  Pittenweem,  belonging  to  the  Lord  Anstruther,  are 
fewed  to  the  towne  for  payment  of  four  chalders  malt  and  bear  yearly,  and  ther 
is  only  ane  other  chalder  rin  mett  yearly  payable  to  the  toun  which  will  not, 
comunibus  annis,  uphold  the  walls,  rooff,  doors,  windowes,  and  lyeing  gear  of  the 
two  milns  and  kills,  and  soe  no  advantage  but  rather  a  loss  to  the  toune. 
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Appendix  III.  The  touns  debt  dew  on  bond,  bearing  annual  rent  is  as  followetli,  viz., 


Repoets,  1692. 

PlITENWEEM. 


Dew  to  Patrick  and  George  Lindsayes . 

To  Metilda  Adams  in  Dundie 

To  the  kirk  poors  box 

To  Hellen  Hamilton  in  Kirkcaldie 

To  Thomas  Oliphant  and  Bessie  Young 

To  Robert  Law 

To  Marie  Cleiland 

This  besides  upwards  of  500  marks  oweing  to  some  inhabitants 


666  13  4 

200  0  0 

400  0  0 

100  0  0 

66  13  4 

133  6  8 

100  0  0 

333  6  8 

2000     0  0 

120     0  0 


200 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

72 

0 

0 

28 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

The  annual  rent  of  this  2000  lib.  is  yeirly 

To  the  minister  of  mony  yeirly 

To  the  schoollmaster   ..... 

Item,  sett  apairt  for  upholding  the  harbour 
Item,  for  the  tolbooth  and  bridge 

Item,  the  towns  equies  and  missive  dewes  comunihus  annis  will 
at  least   ...... 

The  officers  and  drumers  wadges 

The  upholding  of  the  kirk  comunihus  annis 

The  other  incident  charges  will  be  comunihus  annis 

Soe  ther  will  be  at  least  yearly  besyde  the  comon  good  to  be  payed  furth  four 
hundreth  and  fyfty  four  pounds  Scots.  This  is  stented  upon  the  inhabitants 
yearly  and  collected  with  the  cesses. 

2.  Ther  are  thrie  mortificationes  of  aikers  about  the  towne,  one  belonging  to 
the  sea  poor  box,  one  to  the  crafts  box,  and  one  to  the  kirk  session  box  ;  the 
rent  of  all  which  is  above  fyve  chalders  bear.  This  with  the  collectiones  is  be- 
stowed totallie  upon  the  poor  of  the  burgh,  besides  what  the  inhabitants  giveth 
weekly,  soe  the  toun  hes  no  ease  therby  of  ther  publict  burdenes. 

3.  The  third  article  concerning  Jedburgh  needs  no  answer. 

4.  The  fourth  article  requireth  no  answer  from  this  burgh. 

5.  The  theasurers  accompts  and  equies  for  fyve  preceeding  yeares  produced. 

6.  As  to  the  forraigne  and  inland  trade,  ther  is  non  in  this  place,  the  inha- 
bitants being  served  in  wyns  and  other  comodities  from  Edinburgh  and  other 
places ;  and  as  to  the  vent  of  wynes  ther  is  only  now^one  taveme  in  towne  these 
{blank)  yeares  bygone.  There  were  tuo  or  three  these  for  fyve  years  backward 
could  not  vent  yearly  tuo  tunns  of  wyne  and  now  hardly  half  a  tunn.  As  to 
the  consumptione  of  malt  ther  will  hardly  be  betuixt  thretie  or  fourtie  [bollis] 
malt  made  use  of  in  the  moneth. 

7.  As  to  ships,  there  are  only  two  ships,  whereof  "William  Bell  and  Thomas 
"Whyt  are  masters,  the  one  70  tunns  and  value  700  lib.,  the  other  90  or  100, 
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value  250  lib.  sterling,  all  except  one  sexteen  pairt  of  everie  one  belonging  to  Appendix  III. 
tie  masters  pertaineing  to  and  imployed  by  the  merchants  of  Edinburgh.     There  reports  1692. 
is  also  ane  litle  catch,  -wherof  James  Cook  is  master,  belonging  to  James  Cook,  Pittenweem. 
present  baillie,  about  55  tunn,  value  100  lib.,  imployet  for  the  most  pairt  be 
merchands  in   other  places.     The  names   of  these  ships  are   Sophia,  Mary  and 
George.     There  are  no  barks,  boats,  or  ferrie  boats  belonging  to  this  place,  only 
the  number  of  six  small  lyne  boats  who  slayes  whyt  fish  in  the  summer  and 
winter,  and  goe  to  dreave  at  Lambas  when  ther  is  any  tack   of  herringes,  the 
owers  wherof  these  sewerall  years  past  are  great  loosers  and  have  no  benefeit,  and 
the  poor  fishers  in  winter  live  on  charitie. 

8.  Ther  are  non  within  this  burgh  that  are  owners  of  any  ships  or  other 
veshells  belonging  to  other  burghs  or  townes,  except  James  Cook,  baillie,  who 
hath  ane  sexteen  pairt  of  Thomas  Cook,  skipper,  in  the  burgh  of  barronie  of  Elie. 

9.  As  to  the  payment  of  the  cess  imposed  upon  this  burgh,  it  is  payed  by 
stent  on  the  inhabitants  and  houses  of  the  towne,  and  no  pairt  of  it  on  the  comon 
good,  as  may  appear  be  the  answer  to  the  first  article. 

]  0.  As  to  the  tenth,  the  minister,  precentar,  and  schoolmaster,  and  all  other 
publict  servants  stipends  and  sallaries  are  payed,  after  exhausting  of  the  comon 
good,  by  taxatione  on  the  people,  and  the  greatest  pairt  of  the  ministers  stipends 
out  of  the  teynds  of  the  paroch.  Nota.  The  answer  to  the  first  article  clears 
thus. 

1 1 .  The  whole  publict  works  are  mantainit  out  of  the  small  comon  good 
and  be  stent  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  the  harbourie  being  the  greatest  concerne 
in  the  town  both  for  the  safety  of  ships  and  boats  and  for  defending  the  houses 
on  the  shear  for  the  violence  of  storms,  is  now  in  a  most  lamentable  conditione, 
needing  great  reparatione  and  the  burgh  not  able  to  do  it. 

12.  As  to  the  houses  in  the  towne,  they  are  in  so  bad  a  conditione  and  that 
the  great  third  pairt  are  either  ruinous  or  these  that  are  in  repair  (which  are 
the  best  houses  in  the  towne)  are  standing  void  without  any  inhabitant  and 
these  that  are  inhabited  the  best  of  them  will  not  extend  to  1 6  lib.  Scots  of  maill 
yearly,  and  ther  are  no  strangers  liveing  within  the  burgh. 

13.  As  to  the  fairs  and  publict  marcats,  ther  is  only  one  fair  on  the  22 
Jully  yearly.  The  greatest  comoditie  sold  therein  is  wooll  and  the  custome  of  all 
will  not  be  20  lib.  Scots  which  is  a  pairt  of  the  136  lib.  custome.  There  is  no 
weekly  marcat  here,  but  the  inhabitants  are  served  out  of  Anstruther  Easter  ther 
weekly  marcat. 

14.  As  to  the  burghs  of  barronie  and  regality  within  the  precincts  of  this 
burgh,  there  are  none,  except  Elie  who  have  a  good  harbour,  some  shiping  and 
trade.  The  houses  are  pretie  good  and  the  towne  indifferent  populous.  There 
is  also  Saint  Monance  who  have  only  fish  boats,  and  the  inhabitants  who  are 
populous  and  have  good  houses  have  ther  livelyhood  by  ther  fishing  and  labour- 
ing of  land. 
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Appendix  III.  Pittenweem  the  17tli  September  1691.  This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  con- 
Repoets,  1692.  dition  of  the  said  burgh,  given  up  by  the  magistrats  and  towne  clerk,  upon  oath, 
Pittenweem.     ^q  ^jjg  visitors  appointed  by  the  royall  borrowes  for  that  effect,  and  is  subscrivit 

by  the  saides  magistrats  and  town  clerk,  day  and  place  forsaid.    Sic  suhscribitur : 

Ja.  Cook,  Alexr.  Flokert,  Rot.  Smith,  elk. 


DUMPEEM- 
LING. 


BUEGH  OP  DUMrEEMLING. 

Eentall  of  the  comon  good  of  the  burgh  of  Dumfermling  anno 

Imprimis,  the  customes  of  sex  fairs 

Item,  the  customes  of  the  shoe  marcat   . 

Item,  the  hand  bell 

Item,  the  pennie  maills,  annualls  and  stallange,  after  deductione 

of  rouinous  houses,  extends  yearly  to  about 
Item,  the  grass  of  the  towne  green 
Item,  the  grass  of  the  loan 
The  lands  possest  be  Kathrine  M'Grigor  pays 
Item,  John   Bryse 
Item,  be  Robert  Hendersone 
Item,  be  James  Walls  . 
Item,  be  John  Stewart 
Item,  be  Patrick  Allan  and  David  Turnbull 
Item,  be  John  Cumine 

Item,  be  the  j-elict  of  vmquhill  Thomas  Elder 
Item,  be  John  Willsone 
Item,  be  William  Cuninghame  . 
Item,  be  William  and  Alexander  Kirks 
Item,  be  James  Adiesone 
Item,  be  William  Peirsone 
Item,  be  Robert  Peirsone 
Item,  be  John  Maine    . 
Item,  be  Henrie  Watsone 
Item,  be  Jerom  Cowie  . 
Item,  be  David  Chrystie 
Item,  be  John  Angus  . 
Item,  be  George  Aird  and  Andrew  Malloch 
Item,  be  Henrie  Russall 
Item,  rent  Daws  Dean  dealls     . 
Item,  teind  haill  comon  lands,  being  1 6  bolls  3  pecks  3  lippies 

bear,  at  7  lib.  10s  per  boll  is  . 

Item,  the  house  in  the  mure  possest  be  Michael  Andersone 

Summa  est  .  .  .  .      1106   17   10 


mno  1690. 

MB.   S. 

D. 

290  0 

0 

26  13 

4 

69  0 

0 

e 

25  0 

0 

29  0 

0 

10  0 

0 

17  0 

0 

62  16 

8 

36  14 

0 

25  6 

0 

25  8 

0 

23  12 

0 

9  0 

0 

1  10 

0 

7  13 

4 

14  8 

0 

14  6 

8 

6  16 

0 

9  0 

0 

9  0 

0 

24  0 

0 

15  0 

0 

2  0 

0 

10  13 

4 

77  0 

0 

39  6 

8 

18  0 

0 

123  0 

0 

121  13 

10 

4  0 

0 
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Accompt  of  annwallrents,  stipends,  sallaries,  fies,  and  others  payable  yearly 
furtli  of  the  said  comon  good  of  Dumfermline. 


Appendix  III. 


Reports,  1692. 

-_  .       .  .        .  DUMFEEM- 

-Imprimis,  principall  sowmes  paying  annuall   rents  dew  be  the  burgh  to  the  ^^'^°'- 
creditors  followeing,  all  at  6  per  cent.,  except  Aitkins  700  marks  for  which  they 
pay  only  5  per  cent. 


Creditors.  Marks. 

Patrick  Turnbull        .  .  .700 

Mr  Peter  Kennedie  .  .  .573 

David  Adie  ....  400 
Issobell  Dewar .  .  .  .500 

Representatives,  'Williani  Brown  600 
John  Adie  ....  1000 
Josbell  Turnbull         .  .  .500 

Representatives,  Hellen  Watson       500 


Creditors. 
Eupham  Watts 
John  Bountein 
John  Andersone 
David  Home    . 
Janet  Mitchell  and  daughter 
John  Aitken 
Margrat  Phillan 
Margret  Cochrane 


The  saids  principall  sowms,  extending  to  9673  marks,  the  yearly 

annuall  rents  therof  payable  out  of  the  said  comon  good 

gives         ..... 
Item,  the  first  ministers  manse  maill 
To  the  second  ministers  stipend,  the  towns  proportion     . 
To  the  master  of  the  gramar  schooll  his  sallary  . 
To  the  doctor  of  the  gramar  schooll  his  sallary  . 
To  the  master  of  the  musick  schooll  his  sallarie  . 
Item,  Broun  and  Honimans  annual  rents  payable  to  the  poor 
Item,  the  towns  equei  to  the  King,  6s  per  annum,  but  tlae  dews 

of  the  exchequer  maks  it  yearly  to  amount  to  about 
Item,  feu  deuty  to  the  Earle  of  Twedale 
The  teinds  of  our  comon  lands,  being  18  bolls  bear,  at  7  lib.  10s 

per  boll  is 
To  our  proportion  borrow  dewes 
To  the  thesaurers  fie  . 
To  the  clerks  fie 
The  i^rocurator  fiscalls  fie 
The  towns  agents  fie  . 
The  three  officers  fie   . 
The  drumers  and  pypers  fies 


Marks. 

100 
200 
600 
150 
1900 
700 
900 
460 


LIB. 

382 
40  0 


S.   D. 

5  0 


0 

133  6  8 

140  0  0 

73  6  8 

60  0  0 

16  0  0 

11  0  0 

8  13  4 


135  0  0 

36  11  0 

26  13  4 

26  13  4 

4  0  0 

13  6  8 

36  0  0 

32  0  0 


1154  16  0 
Memorandum.  The  burgh  is  subject  to  severall  incident  chairges  and 
debursements  wherof  no  liquidat  soume  can  be  particularized  and  are  such  as 
followes,  viz.,  the  expences  of  commissionars  to  conventiones  of  esteates,  to  par- 
liaments, to  conventiones  of  borrows,  convention  of  the  shire,  and  severall  other 
publick   meetings,   outreek    of   malitia    and    baggage    horse    expences,    keeping 
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Appendix  III.  guairdes,  reparationes  of  church,  tolbootb,  highwayes,  and  severall  other  publict 

Reports,  1692.  "works,  keeping  the  cloack,  charitie  to  the  poor. 

Thir  two  padges,  with  the  above  memoriall,  is  the  just  and  trew  accompt  of 
the  condition  of  the  burgh  of  Dumfermline,  given  up  by  the  magistrats  and  towne 
clerke,  upon  oath,  to  the  visitors,  and  subscrived  by  the  saids  magistrats  and  clerk 
the  first  day  of  August  1691  yeares.  Sic  subscribitur :  Jo.  Chalmer,  David  Adie, 
Tho.  Sympsone,  elk. 


Ansteuthee 
Wester. 


Burgh  of  Anstruther  Wester. 

Answers  for  the  burgh  of  Anstruther  "Wester  to  the  queries  may  be  proposed  be 
the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  royall  burghs. 

The  comon  good  is  payable  be  the  comon  lands  called  BiUaness  lib.  s.  n. 

yeirly  10  bolls  bear,  at  4  lib.  per  boll,  comunibus  cmnis        .  40  0  0 

The  grass  of  Billaness  and  Braes  payes  yearly    .              .              .  16  0  0 
The  customes  payes  yearly         .              .              .              .              .600 

The  fish  teynds              ......  18  0  0 

Debts  due  be  the  burgh  on  bond. 

Imprimis,  to  the  kirk  session  poors  box              .              .              .  1000  0  0 

Item,  to  the  sea  box  poor  on  infeftment                .               .               .  400  0  0 

Item,  to  the  mortcloathes  box   .              .              .              .              .  100  0-  0 

Item,  to  Henrie  Smith               .              .              .              .              .  266  13  4 

Item,  to  Grisell  Utting              .              .              .              .              .  200  0  0 

Item,  to  Peter  Oliphant              .              .              .              .              .  200  0  0 

Item,  to  Mr  David  Taillors  relict            ....  400  0  0 

Item,  more  to  her  be  decreit      .              .              .              .              .  333  6  8 

Item,  to  John  Guthrie                .              .              .              .              .  100  0  0 

Item,  to  Peter  Sanders               .              .              .              .              .  50  0  0 

3050  0  0 


The  annual  rent  therof  yeirly  is  .  .  .  .183     0     0 

Item,  payable  yeirly  to  the  minister       .  .  .  .        133      6     8 

Item,  to  the  schoolmaster  .  .  .  .  .  33      6     8 

Item,  to  the  officer        .  .  .  ...  .1200 

Item,  for  upholding  the  kirk,  bulworks,  bridge,  and  other  comon 

works       .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40     0     0 


Soe  ther  will  be  yearly  paid  furth  and  imposed  on  the  inhabitants 

be  stent    .......        331    13     4 

There  are  no  mortificationes,  no  publict  fairs  or  weekly  marcats,  no  shipes, 
no  fish  boats  except  one,  no  merchants,  noe  trade. 

At  Anstruther  Wester  the  17   September  1691.       The  magistrats  and  toun 
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clerk  have  given  up  the  samen  upon  oath,  and  have  subscrivit  it  with  ther  hands  Appendix  III. 
day  and  place  forsaid ;  except  the  fourt  pairt  of  ane  bark  and  ane  other  of  four  Reports  1692. 
last.     Sic  subscribitur :  William  Scott,  Eot.  Smith,  elk. 

Burgh  of  Selkirk. 

Selkrig,  the  twentieth  day  of  April  j™  vj'=  nyntieth  and  tuo  yeares.  Com-  Selkibk. 
peired  befor  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie 
of  Aberdeen,  commissionars  appointed  be  the  royall  borrowes  for  visiting  the 
whoU  royall  burghs  besouth  and  west  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  magistrats  of 
the  said  burgh  of  Selkirk  and  ther  towne  clerk,  who  gave  in  the  acoompt  of  ther 
patrimonie  and  comon  good,  together  with  ane  answer  to  the  saids  visitors 
instructiones  as  followes  : 

1.  As  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  comon  good  extends  yeirly, 
comunibus  minis,  to  the  sowrae  of  2242  lib.  13s.  4d.  these  three  years  bygone, 
and  that  ther  debts  extends  to  the  sowme  of  25,323  lib.  15s.  4d.  Scots  of  princi- 
pall  sowmes  dew  by  bonds. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  mortificationes 
belonging  either  to  ther  town  council!,  gildrie,  or  trades. 

3.  As  to  the  third,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned  therein. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  coucerned 
therein,  being  within  25  mills  of  a  free  seaport  and  ther  most  convenient  is 
Leith. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  magistrats  have  produced 
three  years  preceeding  thesaurers  accompts  to  the  saids  visitors,  which  hath  been 
considered  by  them  conform  to  the  first  article,  and  that  ther  eiquies  extends 
yearly  with  the  clerks  dewes  and  other  charges  to  the  sowme  of  14  lib.  14s. 
Scots,  which  is  anwally  payed  by  the  saids  magistrats. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  forraigne  trade,  in 
respect  they  leive  at  such  a  distance  from  any  seaport,  and  that  they  have  no 
inland  trade  save  only  ther  shoemakers  who  buyes  rough  hides  and  works  and 
retaills  the  samen  in  shoes ;  and  that  they  have  retailled  only  two  peice  of  French 
wine  these  fyve  years  bygone,  and  ther  seek  and  brandie  see  inconsiderable  that  it 
is  not  worth  the  nameing  and  that  they  consume  weekly  of  malt  to  the  best  of 
ther  knowledge  about  ten  bolls. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  ships,  barks, 
or  boats  belonging  to  them  in  respect  they  lie  at  such  a  distance  from  any  sea 
port. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  nowayes  concerned 
therin  in  mater  of  shipping,  nor  have  they  any  partnership  of  any  ship  with  any 
burghs,  whether  royall,  of  regality  or  barrony,  nether  are  they  concerned  in  trade 
with  burghs  of  regality  or  barronie. 

2  4  K 
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Appendix  III-  9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  its  answered  that  a  part  of  ther  cess  is  payed  bj 
Reports,  1692.  tax  and  ane  other  part  out  of  the  comon  good  by  reason  of  the  poverty  of  ther 
Selkirk.  inhabitants. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  ther  ministers  stipends  is  payed  by 
the  herretors  of  the  parrochen,  and  that  the  schoolmaster  and  all  other  ther 
publict  servants  are  payed  out  of  the  comon  good,  and  that  the  samen  extends  to 
323  lib.  10  s.  Scots. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  all  ther  publict  works 
are  mantained  and  supported  out  of  the  comon  good,  ther  inhabitants  being  soe 
mean  and  poor  that  they  are  necessitat  to  contract  500  marks  yeirly  of  debt  or 
therby. 

12.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  greatest  pairt  of  ther 
good  houses  are  inhabited  by  ther  respective  herretors  to  whom  they  belong,  and 
that  they  have  no  stranger  inhabitants,  and  that  the  best  of  ther  houses  payes 
only  fourty  two  pownds  yeirly,  and  the  rest  betuixt  that  and  fourty  shillings 
Scots,  and  that  ther  land  is  not  valued  but  that  ther  houses  and  trade  are  stented 
according  to  the  discretion  of  ther  taxmasters. 

13.  As  to  the  thretteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  fyve  yeirly 
fairs  which  only  containows  the  space  of  one  day,  and  a  weekly  marcat,  and  that 
the  customes  of  both  are  a  pairt  of  ther  comon  good  and  soe  stated  in  answer  to 
the  first  article. 

As  to  the  fyfteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  only  have  one  burgh  of 
barronie  within  ther  precinct  called  Gallowshiells,  which  they  reckon  very  incon- 
siderable they  haveing  noe  trade. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  towns  patrimony,  comon  good  and  state  of 
ther  burgh,  with  the  answers  made  to  the  visitors  instructiones,  which  are  given 
up,  upon  oath,  by  the  saides  magistrates  and  ther  towne  clerk,  wndersubscrybe- 
ing,  to  the  saides  visitors  day  and  dait  forsaid.  Sic  subscribitur  :  Ja.  Mitchell- 
hill  ;  Eob.  Scott,  baiUie  j  Tho.  Halliday,  clerk. 

BUEGH  or  DUMBAETOUNE. 

DuMBAR-  Dumbartoune,  the  fourth  day  of  May  j""  vj°   nyntie  and  tuo  years.     Com- 

TouNE.  peared  befor  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baiUie 

of  Aberdeen,  commissionars  appointed  be  the  convention  of  the  royall  borrowes 
for  visiting  the  whoU  burghs  royall  be  west  and  south  the  river  of  Forth,  the 
present  magistrats  and  towne  clerk  of  the  said  burgh  of  Dumbartoune,  who  gave 
ane  accompt  of  ther  patrimonie  and  comon  good,  together  with  ane  answer  to 
the  saides  visitors  instructiones,  as  foUowes  : — ■ 

As  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  comon  good,  comunibus  annis, 
amounts  to  £1343,  6s.  8d.,  besides  the  sowme  of  ane  hundreth  and  threttie 
pounds  of  small  customes  yearly  for  mantaineing  of  ther  water  works,  and  that 
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ther  debts  dew  be  bonds  consits  of  nyne  thousand  marks  Scots  monie  of  prin-  Appendix  III. 
cipall.  Eepoets,  1692. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  mortificationes  -Dumbar- 
belonging  to  them  save  some  to  ther  poor  and  kirk  sessione.  toune. 

3.  As  to  the  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  no  wayes  concerned 
therin. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  its  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned  therin 
haveing  a  harbour  of  ther  own. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  produced  ther 
theasaurers  bookes  for  preceeding  years  whereout  the  commissionars  have  found 
the  ballance  of  these  years  to  be  as  followes  : — Imprimus  from  1686  to  1687, 
the  theasaurer  is  supperexpended  the  sowme  of  920  lib.  3  s.  7  d.  Scots  mony  ; 
item,  from  1  687  to  1688,  the  theasaurer  is  supperexpended  the  sowme  of  518  lib.; 
item,  from  1688  to  1689,  the  theasaurer  is  supperexpended  the  sowme  of  seaven 
pownd  ten  shillings;  item,  from  1689  to  1690,  the  theasaurer  is  supperex- 
pended the  sowme  of  sixtie  seaven  pownd  6  s.  and  8  d.  ;  item,  from  1690  to 
1691  the  theasaurer  is  supperexpended  the  sowme  of  one  hundreth  and  fyfty 
one  pound  fyve  shilHnges  one  pennie  Scots  ;  and  that  ther  equies  with  clerks 
and  others  dewes  extends  to  the  sowme  of  1 8  lib.  7s. 

6.  As  to  the  sixth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  forraigne  trade, 
and  all  there  inland  trade  consists  of  some  small  goodes  they  retaill  from  Glas- 
gow and  other  royall  burghs  of  ane  inconsiderable  value,  and  that  they  have 
vented  fyve  years  bygone  about  ane  hogshead  and  ane  half  of  French  wynes  and 
a  hogshead  of  brandie,  and  that  they  vent  and  consume  weekly  about  four  bolls 
of  malt  or  therby. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  its  answered  that  they  have  no  ships,  barks,  or 
boats  belonging  to  them,  except  a  litle  small  bark  of  twenty  four  tunns  about  the 
value  of  ane  thousand  marks,  and  is  employed  by  Glasgow  merchants  and  other 
strangers,  and  three  small  herring  boates  ane  hundreth  marks  value  one  with 
another. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  neither  owners  nor 
partners  of  any  shipes,  barks,  or  boats  belonging  either  to  burghs  royall,  of  regality 
6r  barronie,  nor  are  they  concerned  in  trade  with  unfree  burghs. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  its  answered  that  ther  cess  is  mostly  payed  out  of 
the  comon  good  and  the  rest  by  a  tax  on  the  ablest  inhabitantes. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  its  answered  that  ther  minister  is  payed  out  of 
the  teynds,  and  that  ther  schoolmaster,  advocats,  agents,  commissionars  chairges, 
and  all  other  ther  public  servants,  are  payed  out  of  ther  comon  good. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  all  ther  publict  workes 
are  mantainit  and  upholden  out  of  the  comon  good. 

12.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  most  paii-t  of  ther 
houses  are  inhabited  by  ther  respective  heretors,  and  the  rent  of  ther  best  and 
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Appendix  III,  warst  -will  be  tuixt  fourty  pounds  and  four  marks,  and  that  they  have  no 
Reports,  1692.  stranger  inhabitants,  and  that  a  great  pairt  and  many  of  ther  best  houses  are 
DuMBAB-  waste. 

13.  As  to  the  thretteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  tuo  yeariy 
fairs,  each  of  two  days  containwance,  and  a  weekly  marcat,  the  customes  of  all 
which  are  a  pairt  of  ther  comon  good  and  accordingly  stated  in  answer  to  ther 
first  article. 

14.  As  to  the  fourteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  tuo  regalities, 
Kilpatrick  and  Kilmarnock,  and  two  barronies,  Kirkintulloch  and  Cambernald, 
which  burghs  are  highly  prejudicial!  to  ther  trade. 

15.  As  to  the  fyfteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  casuall  good 
accrewes  to  them  but  what  is  a  pairt  of  ther  comon  good  as  in  answer  to  the  first 
article. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  state  and  conditione  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Dumbartoune,  in  answer  to  the  abovementioned  instructiones,  as  it  is  given  up, 
upon  oath,  by  the  saids  magistrats  and  towne  clerk,  nndersubscryveing,  to  the 
best  of  ther  knowledge  and  surest  informatione  they  can  have,  to  the  saids  visitors, 
day,  place  and  year  of  God  abovewrittin.  Sic  suhscribitur  :  W.  Craig,  provost ; 
Rob.  Duncanson,  baillie  ;  Eo.  Mitchell,  baillie  ;  Wm.  Campbell,  dean  of  gild  ; 
Jo.  Macalpine,  clerk. 

BUEGH  OF  KhENFEEW. 

Rhenfbew.  Glasgow,  the  fyfth  day  of  May  j""  vj''  and  nynty  two  yeai-s.     Compeired  befor 

James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie  of  Aberdeen, 
commissionars  appointed  by  the  convention  of  royall  borrowes  for  visiting  the 
wholl  burghs  royall  be  west  and  south  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  magistrats 
and  towne  clerk  of  the  burgh  of  Rhenfrew,  who  gave  in  ane  accompt  of  ther 
patrimony  and  comon  good,  together  with  ane  answer  to  the  saids  visitors  in- 
structiones as  follow  es  : — 

1.  As  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  that  there  comon  good,  comunibus 
annis,  amounts  to  the  sowme  of  581  lib.  14  s.  Scots,  and  that  ther  debt  amounts 
to  6784  lib.  13  s.  4  d. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  mortificationes. 

3.  As  to  the  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned  therein. 

4 .  As  to  the  fourth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned  therein 
haveing  a  river  suiEcient  for  there  trade. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  theasaurers 
bookes,  but  by  ther  accompts  the  commissionars  have  found  them  superexpended 
yearly  192  lib.  lid.  for  which  they  are  forced  to  stent  ther  inhabitants,  and  that 
ther  eiqueies  and  clerks  with  other  dewes  will  extend  to  15  hb.  Scots,  which  is 
annwally  payed. 

6.  As  to  the  sixth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  forraigne  trade. 
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ther  being  no  persons  of  any  stock  amongst  them,  and  that  there  inland  trade  is  Appendix  III. 
not  worth  the  nameying,  not  having  one  merchants  shop  within  ther  burgh  ;  all  Reports,  1692. 
they  have  consists  of  some  green  herring  they  bring  from  the  lochs  to  Glasgow  Rhemfeew. 
for  serveing  the  countrey,  and  that  they  vent  nor  retaill  no  wine  nor  seek  within 
the  burgh,  and  what  brandie  they  vent  they  bring  it  from  Glasgow  in  gallons  and 
half  gallons,  and  that  the  consumption  of  ther  malt  will  be  about  four  bolls  weekly. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  ships  nor 
barks,  but  twentie  four  boats  of  burthen  betuixt  three  and  fyve  tunns,  imployed 
for  carieing  herring  from  the  forsaids  lochs,  about  ane  hundreth  marks  the  piece 
of  value  one  with  another,  and  two  other  boats  of  a  greater  seize,  imployed  for 
makeing  of  salt  herring,  from  1 2  to  15  tunns  of  burthen,  and  about  four  hundreth 
marks  the  piece  of  value  one  with  another. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  neither  owners  nor 
pairtners  of  any  ships,  barks  or  boats  belonging  to  burghs  royall,  of  regalitie  or 
barronie,  nor  are  they  concerned  in  matter  of  trade  with  unfree  burghs. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payed  by  a  tax  on 
ther  inhabitants. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  there  ministers  stipends  is 
payed  out  of  the  teynds  of  the  burgh  and  paroch,  and  that  their  schoolmasters  are 
payed  out  of  the  comon  good,  as  also  all  other  ther  publict  servants  are  payed 
out  of  the  same. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  all  ther  publict  works 
are  supported  out  of  the  comon  good. 

12.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  it  is  answered  that  most  of  ther  houses  are  in- 
habited by  ther  respective  heretores  and  the  rents  of  the  rest  will  be  tuixt 
twenty  marks  and  fourtie  shillings  Scots  the  best  and  worst,  and  that  they  have 
no  stranger  inhabitants. 

13.  As  to  the  thretteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  two  yearly 
fairs,  albeit  ther  gift  gives  them  right  to  a  third,  the  customes  whereof  are  a 
part  of  ther  comon  good  and  so  stated  in  answer  to  the  first  article,  and  that 
they  have  no  weekly  marcat. 

14.  As  to  the  fourteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  within  ther 
precinct  the  particular  burghs  of  barronie  and  regality  afterspecifeit,  viz.,  Paisly, 
Kilbarchan,  Houstoune,  Kilmacrom,  Newark,  Carsedyck,  Greenock,  Tnnerkeip 
and  Gourack,  all  which  are  in  a  flourishing  conditione  and  have  a  considerable 
retail  and  that  the  worst  of  these  have  a  much  more  considerable  trade  then 
themselves,  a  more  particular  accompt  whereof  they  shall  at  more  length  represent 
by  ther  commissioner  to  the  next  generall  conventione  of  borrowes. 

15.  As  to  the  fyfteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  fewes  are  insert  in 
ther  comon  good  and  ther  fynes  are  inconsiderable,  not  worth  the  mentioneing, 
and  that  ther  burgers  admissions  are  as  inconsiderable,  nor  make  they  any  but 
such  as  reside  in  ther  towne. 
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Appendix  m.         This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  state  and  conditione  of  the  said  burgh  of 

Eeports,  1692.  Rhenfrew,  in  answer  to  the  saides  visitors  instructiones,  as  it  is  given  up  upon 

Khenpehw.       oath  be  the  saids  magistrats  and  towne  clerk,  to  the  best  of  ther  knowledge  and 

surest  informatione   they  can  have,  to  the  saids  visitors,  place,  day  and  dait 

forsaid.    Witness  ther  subscriptiones.    Sic  subscribitur :  David  Pollock,  provost; 

W..Scot,  baillie  j  Wm.  Cochrane,  clerk. 

Burgh  of  Dumbar. 

DuMBAR.  Dumbar,  the  eighteen  day  of  Aprill  j™  vj°  and  nintie  tuo  years.     Compeared 

James  Eletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie  of  Aberdeen, 
commissionars  appointed  by  the  royall  borrowes  for  visiting  the  wholl  southerne 
and  westerne  borrowes  be  south  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  magistrats  of  the 
said  burgh,  who  gave  in  the  accompt  of  ther  patrimony  and  comon  good  as 
foUowes  : — 

1.  First  article,  answered  that  the  reall  comon  good  extends  to  1388  lib.  13  s. 
4  d.,  and  that  their  casuall  rent  extends  to  576  lib.  16  s.  8  d.,  but  that  it  will  not 
amount  to  that  comunibus  annis,  as  to  the  reall  rent.  JVota.  That  ther  is  rest- 
ing to  the  towne  of  Dumbar,  besides  the  comon  good  abovementioned,  the  sowme 
of  5431  lib.  6  s.  8  d.,  whereof  there  is  desperate  3499  lib.  6  s.  8  d.  resting  be  ther 
owne  decayed  burgeses. 

2.  Second  article,  answered  they  have  no  mortificationes  save  only  the  prin- 
ciple soume  of  100  lib.  Scots,  the  annwall  rent  whereof  is  yearly  distribute  to  the 
poor  of  the  said  burgh  according  to  the  will  of  the  mortifier. 

3.  Third  article,  answered  the  towne  is  not  therin  concerned. 

4.  Fourth  article,  neither  are  they  concerned  in  it. 

5.  Article  fyfth,  answered  by  production  of  ther  bookes  to  the  visitors  which 
are  considered  by  them. 

6.  Sixt  article,  answered  as  to  the  first  pairt  therof  that  for  three  years  by- 
gone they  have  had  no  forraigne  trade,  save  a  litle  in  gross,  the  deutie  whereof 
would  have  amounted  to  100  lib.  Scots,  and  that  for  the  wholl  three  yeares,  and 
that  they  have  no  inland  trade,  and  as  to  the  second  pairt  thereof  of  all  sorts  of 
wines  they  will  not  vent  above  three  hogsheads  yearly,  and  they  will  vent  and 
consum  about  eighteen  bolls  of  malt  weekly  in  this  town  and  precincts  thereof 
according  to  the  best  calculation  they  can  make. 

7.  Seaventh  article,  answered  that  they  have  no  ships,  barks,  boats  or  ferrie  boats 
belonging  to  them,  except  two  small  barks,  the  one  of  eighteen  tunns  called  the 
Margret  of  Dumbar,  James  Osburne,  master,  about  the  value  of  1000  marks, 
and  that  the  other  of  burthen  about  12  tunns,  Alexander  M'Leish  is  master, 
worth  about  300  markes,  imployed  both  as  coall  boats  for  bringing  coaUs  from 
the  Forth,  and  that  they  [have]  about  16  or  17  herring  boats  which  proves 
extraordinarie  unprofeitable  by  the  decaying  of  ther  herring  fishing. 
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8.  Eight  article,  answered  that  they  have  no  part  of  ships,  barks,  or  boats  Appendix  III. 
belonging  to  burghs  of  barronie  or  regality  wherof  they  are  pairtners,  nor  any  Eepokts,  1692. 
pairt  of  ships  belonging  to  burghs  royall  without  ther  owne  to  their  knowledge,  Dumbar.' 
except  a  six  pairt  of  a  ship  belonging  to  one  of  ther  burgers,  wherof  Mathew 
Andersone  in  Kirkcaldie  is  master,  which  hes  been  amissing  these  three  years 

bygone. 

9.  Nynth  article,  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payed  by  ane  annuall  tax  on 
ther  inhabitants  of  the  burgh  and  such  others  who  hath  borrowes  acres  belonsina 
to  the  towne. 

10.  Tenth  article,  answered  their  ministers  stipends  is  payed  out  of  the 
teynds  and  all  others  contained  in  the  said  article  are  payed  out  of  the  comon 
good  which  extends  yearly  to  898  lib.  9  s. 

11.  Elleaventh  article,  answered  that  all  the  publict  works  are  mantained 
and  upholden  by  the  comon  good  and  by  a  tax  on  the  inhabitants. 

12.  Twelth  article,  answered,  that  the  most  pairt  of  the  houses  of  the  towne 
are  inhabited  by  the  herretors  to  whom  they  belong,  the  rent  of  the  rest 
inhabited  by  others  is  verie  mean  and  inconsiderable,  and  that  at  leist  a  third 
pairt  of  the  houses  of  the  toune  are  inhabited  or  ruinous. 

13.  Threteenth  article,  answered  that  they  have  only  one  yearly  fair,  and 
that  the  same  stands  the  space  of  two  dayes,  and  that  the  customes  therof  extends 
to  1 9  lib.  Scots  and  is  stated  as  a  pairt  of  the  comon  good,  and  only  one  weekly 
marcat  day. 

14.  Fourteenth  article,  answered  that  they  know  no  burghs  of  barronie  or 
regality  prejudiciall  to  them,  except  Haymouth,  whereof  they  take  speciall 
notice,  the  principle  traders  whereof  have  made  themselves  burgers  and  have 
their  domiciles  and  bear  ane  equall  burthen  with  the  rest  of  the  burgars.  For 
the  state  of  the  houses  of  the  said  toune  they  can  give  no  other  accompt  then 
what  is  aforsaid. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  said  burgh  given 
up,  upon  oath,  by  the  present  magistrats,  undersubacryveing,  to  the  visitors 
abovenamed,  day  and  dait  forsaid.  Sic  suhscribitur :  E,o.  Kellie,  baillie  ;  Robert 
Kirkwood,  baillie  ;  Wm.  Brysone,  theasaurer ;  Will.  Kirkwood,  clerk. 

BUEGH  OF  LANEEK. 

Lanerick,  the  nynth  day  of  May  j"  vj°  nyntie  and  two  yeares.  Compeired  Lanebk. 
befor  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie  of 
Aberdeen,  commissionars  appointed  be  the  conventione  of  the  royall  borrowes 
for  visiting  the  wholl  royall  burghs  be  west  and  south  the  river  of  Forth,  the 
present  magistrats  and  towne  clerk  of  the  said  burgh  of  Lanerick,  who  gave  in  ane 
accompt  of  ther  patrimonie  and  comon  good,  together  with  ane  answer  to  the 
saids  visitors  instruction es,  as  followes  : — 
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Appendix  III  1.  As  to  the   first  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  comon  good,  coniunihus 

Eeports,  1692.  annis,  will  amount  to  1550  lib.  Scots,  and  that  ther  debts  extends  to  the  sowme 
Lamerk.  of  5920  lib.  monie  forsaid. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  mortificationes. 

3.  As  to  the  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned 
therein. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  seaport  nor 
occasion  for  it. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  produced  their  thea- 
saurers  bookes  for  fyve  preceding  yeares  which  lies  been  considered  be  the  saides 
visitors  as  in  answer  to  the  first  and  have  found  by  the  ballance  of  the  saides 
fyve  yeares  at  the  adjusting  of  ther  accompts  for  1691  ther  theasaurer  debitor  to 
them  in  the  sowme  of  three  hundreth  pounds  Scots,  and  that  ther  eiquies  with  clerks 
and  other  dewes  extends  to  fourty  eight  pounds  Scots  mony  which  is  annuallie  payed. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  haue  no  forraigne  [trade]  and 
that  ther  inland  trad  consists  of  fourty  pack  of  wooll  they  vent  yeirly  or  thereby 
and  some  inconsiderable  trade  they  have  by  retaining  goodes  which  they  bring  from 
Glasgow,  Lithgow,  and  other  royall  burghs,  and  that  they  vent  about  a  tunn  of 
French  wine  or  therby  yearly,  and  ane  inconsiderable  quantity  of  seek  and 
brandie,  and  that  they  vent  and  consume  about  eighteen  bolls  of  malt  weekly. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  ships,  barks, 
boats,  or  ferrie  boats  belonging  to  them. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  neither  owners  nor 
pairtners  of  any  ships,  barks  or  boats  belonging  either  to  burghs  royall,  of  regality 
or  barronie,  nor  are  they  concerned  in  trade  with  unfree  burghs. 

9.  As  to  ninth  article,  that  ther  cess  is  paid  by  a  tax  on  ther  inhabitants. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  their  ministers  stipends  is 
payed  out  of  the  teinds  of  the  paroch,  and  that  ther  schoolmaster  and  all  others 
ther  publict  servants  are  payed  and  mantained  out  of  the  comon  good. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  publict  works  are 
supported  and  mantained  out  of  the  comon  good. 

12.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  houses  are  in  reasonable 
good  conditione,  and  that  the  rents  of  the  best  and  warst  of  ther  houses  will  be 
twixt  eighteen  pounds  and  sex  poundes,  and  that  they  haue  few  or  no  houses 
inhabited  by  strangers. 

13.  As  to  the  threteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  haue  four  yearly 
fairs,  each  of  two  dayes  containwance,  and  a  weekly  marcat,  the  customs  of  all 
which  are  a  pairt  of  ther  comon  good  as  in  answer  to  the  first  article. 

1 4.  As  to  the  fourteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  following  burghs  of 
barronie  and  regality  are  within  ther  precinct,  viz.,  Hamiltoun,  Steven,  Stoune- 
house,  Lesmahego,  Oarlock,  Carnwath,  Carstairs,  Douglass,  Eoberttowne,  Bigger, 
Lamingtoun,  Craufurd  and  Craufurd  John,  who  haue  all  weeklv  marcats  and 
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sewerall  fairs  of  great  value,  and  the  house  rents  and  trade  of  most  of  them  are  Appendix  III. 
better  then  ther  owne.  Reports,  1692. 

15.  As  to  the  fyfteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  fynes,  burgers  ad- I'^'^i^i'^- 
missions,  and  other  casualties  are  but  inconsiderable  and  applyed  for  the  use  of 
the  burgh. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  state  and  conditione  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Lanerk  in  answer  to  the  aboue  writtin  instructiones,  as  it  is  given  up,  upon  oath, 
by  the  saids  magistrats  and  toune  clerk,  undersubscryveing,  to  the  best  off  ther 
knowledge,  to  the  saids  visitors,  place,  day  and  dait  forsaid.  Sic  suhacribitur  : 
Ja.  Weir,  bailly,  Rob.  Huntar,  baillie,  E,.  Dick,  elk. 
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Burgh  of  Abeebrothock. 

Ane  accompt  of  the  yearly  rent  of  the  comon  good  of  the  burgh  of 
Aberbrothook  : — 

Imprimis,  the  yearly  annual  rents,  comon  fauld  deuties,  new 
muir  lands,  loch  mealls,  Berrie  Faild,  Kings  mealls  and  teind 
lint  silver 

Item,  the  miln  mealls    . 

Item,  the  shoar  dewes  casuall  ordinarily 

Item,  the  land  customes  caauall  ordinarily 

Item,  the  comon  grasses  ordinarlie 

Item,  of  land  rent 

Item,  of  the  annual  rent  of  four  hundreth  marks  dew  upon  David 
Esplens  house        ...... 


Debts  and  burthen  upon  the  comon  good  of  the  burgh  of  Aberbrothock,  be- 
sides the  yeirly  repairing  of  the  harbour  and  other  incident  chairges  upon  the 
burgh. 

Imprimis,  to   Mr  James  Rait  by  bond  1000  lib.  of  principal], 

annual  rent  ..... 

Item,  to  David  Scot  per  bond  1000  marks  annual  rent   . 
Item,  to  James  Mudie  per  bond  400  marks  of  principall,  annuall 

rent  thereof  ..... 

Item,  to  James  Fraser  of  Kirktoune  per  bond  100  lib.  of  princi 

pall,  annual  rent  is  ...  . 

Item,  to  the  minister  for  house  rent 
Item,  to  the  schoollmaster  .... 

Item,  to  the  doctor        ..... 
Item,  to  the  man  that  attends  the  cloack 
2  4  L 
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Appendix  III.  Item,  to  the  toune  officers  .... 

Ebpohts,  1692.  Item,  to  the  drumer      ..... 
Aberbko-         Item,  to  the  touns  agent  at  law 

Item,  for  the  equie  to  the  exchequer 

352  13  4 
At  Aberbrothock  the  elleaventh  day  of  September  j™  vj'^  nyntie  one  years. 
This  is  the  just  and  trew  accompt  chairge  and  dischairge  of  the  comon  good  of 
the  said  burgh,  given  up  be  the  magistrats  and  towne  clerk,  upon  oath,  to  the 
visitors  appointed  by  the  royall  borrows  for  that  effect  and  signed  by  the  saids 
magistrates  and  towne  clerk  day  and  place  forsaid.  Sic  subscribitur :  Will. 
Aughterlonie,  James  Stevinson,  Ja.  Dalgetty,  elk. 


BUEGH  OF  ElGINE. 

Elqine.  Compt  of  the  comon  good  of  the  burgh  of  Elgine  payable  into  the  samen  in 

manner  underwritten. 


Imprimis,  the  customes  one  year  with  another     . 

Item,  furth  of  the  anghten  parts  and  Greeship  lands  holden  of  the 
said  burgh  of  few  deutie,  there  being  three  score  aughten 
pairts  and  each  aughtein  part  paying  yearly  of  few  deuty 
14s.  2d.,  inde        ...... 

Item,  furth  of  the  lands  of  Barflethills  yearly  of  few  deutie 

Item,  furth  of  the  lands  of  Mosstowie  of  fewduty 

Item,  furth  of  the  half  of  Croftnoy  and  tofts  of  old  milns  yearlie 

Item,  furth  of  the  other  half  of  Croftnoy,  Palmerbutts  and  Officers 
Eiggs        .  . 

Item,  furth  of  Blackfrier  hauch  and  manse  therof 

Item,  furth  of  Bailliefeild  and  Blacklogie 

Item,  furth  of  the  school  aiker  . 

Item,  furth  of  the  Lyperland 

Item,  furth  of  the  Spittell  Croft 

Item,  furth  of  Glasgreen  and  Muirtack  . 

Item,  furth  of  Divillie  green  and  Three  Crooks 

Item,  furth  of  the  milne  croft    . 

Item,  furth  of  Kempsaiker 

Item,  furth  of  the  ronrig  in  Ballinshaugh 

Item,  furth  of  the  Goosenook,  Mariewell  and  Calsward 

Item,  furth  of  the  peice  ground  betuixt  the  water  of  Lossie  and 
tofts  of  old  milns  ...... 
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CoTtipt  of  -what  is  yearly  payable  furth  of  the  lands  holden  of  the  Preceptorie  of  Appendix  III. 
Messenden,  mortified  be  tlie  Kings  and  Queens  of  Scotland  to  the  said  burgh. 

Imprimis,  furth  of  the  lands  therof  yearly 

Item,  furth  of  the  lands  of  Nethermanbeins  and  hauch  thereof 
yeirlie       ...... 

Item,  furth  of  the  lands  of  Bogsyde  yearly 

Item,  furth  of  the  lands  of  Overmanbeins 

Item,  furth  of  the  lands  of  Kirkedds 

Item,  furth  of  the  lands  of  Easter  and  Wester  Pettinsears 


Compt  of  the  discharge  of  the  comon  good  and  raortificationes  of  the  burgh  of 
Elgine  and  how  the  samen  was  expended,  anno  1687. 

Item,  payed  out  to  the  masters  of  the  gramar  and  musick  schools 

as  their  yearly  sallary  and  for  ther  chamber  maills  .        176    13      4 

Item,  payed  out  to  the  drumer  as  his  yeirly  sallarie,  and  for  a  coat 
to  him  and  mantaineing  of  the  drum,  and  for  the  ofiicers  coats 
and  service  done  be  them  .... 

Item,  to  advocats  and  agents  for  attending  the  towns  aifairs 

Item,  paid  for  the  touns  eiquei  the  said  year 

Item,  payed  out  for  the  towns  misive  dewes  for  the  said  year 
which  is  included  in  the  discharge  for  the  year  1688 

Item,  for  coall  and  candle  to  the  guaird 

Item,  to  the  church  beddells  for  ringing  the  bell  each  evening  and 
morneing  and  attending  the  towns  cloack    . 

Item,  spent  on  the  Kings  birthday 

Item,  payed  to  the  mershall  as  his  fie  and  for  his  cloathes 

Item,  to  baillie  Grant  for  attending  the  convention  of  borrowes 
the  said  year  and  for  dilligence  done  be  him  at  the  said  con- 
vention in  procureing  ane  ordor  for  visiting  the  trade  of  this 
burgh       .  .  .  .  .  •  .        114     0     8 

Item,  expended  in  convening  these  commissionars  that  were  ap- 
poynted  be  the  convention  of  borrowes  for  visiting  the  trade 
of  this  burgh,  and  spent  with  these  commissionars  at  the 
makeing  of  their  report  thereanent  .  .  .        130     0     0 

Item,  expended  in  procureing  the  gift  anent  the  harbour  at  Elgins 
head,  and  given  to  Mr  Bruce,  ingeneir,  and  the  commissionars 
expences  in  goeing  south  to  get  the  said  gift  .  .        700     0     0 
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The  dischairge  of  the  comon  good  and  mortifications  of  the  said  lib.  s.  d. 
Reports,  1692.  hixreh  of  Elsine  the  year  1 688  extends  to  the  sowme  of        .      1127     8     0 

The  dischairge  of  the  said  comon  good  and  mortificationes  for  the 

year  1689  extends  to  the  sowme  of  .  .  .     2085   19      4 

The  dischairge  of  the  said  comon  good  and  mortificationes  for  the 

year  1690  extends  to  the  sowme  of  .  .  .     2634      6     8 

The  dischairge  of  the  said  comon  good  and  mortificationes  for  the 

year  1691  extends  to  the  sowme  of  .  .  .        965      1      0 

Elgine,  the  second  day  of  September  j™  vj°  and  njoitie  one  yeares.  The 
above  and  on  the  other  padge,  with  what  is  within,  is  the  jnst  and  trew  aocompt 
chairge  and  discharge  of  the  comon  good,  debts,  and  mortificationes  of  the  burgh 
of  Elgine,  given  up  be  the  magistrats  and  towne  to  the  visitores,  and  the  magis- 
trats  declare  that  they  have  noe  other  way  to  satisfie  what  the  discharge  exceeds 
the  chairge  but  by  stenting  ther  inhabitants.  Subscrived  day  and  place  forsaid. 
Sic  suhscrihitur :  Wm.  King,  provost ;  J.  Russall,  baillie ;  Keneth  Mackenzie, 
baillie  ;  Jo.  Smith,  baUlie  ;  Robert  Andersone,  elk. 

BuEGH  or  Peebles. 

Peebles.  Peebles,  the  twentieth  day  of  Aprill    j™  vj"^  nyntie  tuo  yeares,   compeired 

befor  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie  of 
Aberdeen,  commissionars  appointed  be  the  royall  borrowes  for  visiting  the  wholl 
royall  burghs  be  south  and  west  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  magistrats  of  the 
said  burgh  of  Peebles,  and  ther  towne  clerk,  who  gave  in  ane  accompt  of  ther 
patrimonie  and  comon  good  together  with  ther  answers  to  the  saides  visitors 
instructiones  as  foUowes  : 

1.  As  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  that  by  productione  of  the  theasaurers 
compt  bookes  for  the  fyve  preceding  yeares  the  comon  good  of  the  said  burgh 
extends,  comunibus  annis,  to  the  sowme  of  1722  lib.  6s.,  Scots  monie,  and  that  the 
principal  sowme  due  be  the  said  towne  by  bondes  amounts  to  6706  lib.  12s.  8d. 
mony  forsaid. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  only  two  mortifica- 
tiones, one  of  200  marks  and  the  other  of  100  marks  of  principall,  and  that  the 
annual  rent  thereof  is  punctwally  payed  to  the  school!  master  for  mantaineing  of 
poor  schoolars  at  the  gramar  schooll,  and  that  the  rest  is  imployed  for  mantai- 
nance  of  the  Tweed  bridge,  and  that  the  samen  is  nowayes  employed  for  ther  ease. 

3.  As  to  the  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  this  burgh  is  nowayes  con- 
cerned therin. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  it  is  answered  they  are  not  concerned  therin  as 
haveing  no  seaport  belonging  to  them,  and  that  ther  nearest  and  most  convenient 
is  Leith. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  magistrats  have  produced 
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ther  theasaurers  bookes  for  fyve  preceding  years  to  the  saides  visitors,  wto  have  Appendix  III. 
considered  the  same  and  is  stated  conforms  to  their  answer  to  the  first  article  of  reports,  1692. 
the  instructiones,  and  that  ther  eiquies,  with  clerks  and  other  incident  dewes,  Pebbles. 
extends  to  yearly  17  lib.  13s.  id.   Scots  monie  which  is  anwally  payed. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  forraigne  trade, 
and  that  ther  inland  trade  is  verrie  mean  and  inconsiderable,  and  that  they 
vent  and  consume  about  three  hogsheads  yearlie  of  French  wines  and  about  half  a 
tunn  of  seek  and  brandie,  and  that  ther  consumption  of  malt  will  extend  to  about 
sex  or  seaven  hundred  bolls  yeirly. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  shipes,  barks, 
or  boats  belonging  to  them. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  [have]  no  pairts  of  ships 
belonging  either  to  burghs  royall  or  regality  or  barronie  and  that  they  do  not 
correspond  in  trade  with  any  unfree  burghs. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payed  by  a  tax  on 
ther  inhabitants  and  that  they  stent  them  with  no  more  then  ther  quota  dew  to 
ther  Majesties  by  act  of  parliament. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  pay  only  100  marks 
yearly  out  of  the  comon  good  to  ther  minister,  and  that  they  pay  yearly  to  the 
schoolmaster,  presenter,  and  all  other  ther  publict  servants  out  of  ther  comon  good 
the  sowme  of  445  lib.  Scots. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  all  ther  publict  works 
are  mantained  and  upholden  out  of  ther  comon  good,  and  that  they  are  brought 
to  much  expences  yearly  in  mantaineing  fyve  bridges,  one  wherof  hath  fyve  arches 
over  Tweed,  and  that  ther  debts  continowes  much  about  one  as  is  stated  in  answer 
to  the  first  article. 

12.  As  to  the  twelfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  houses  are  mostly 
inhabited  by  ther  respective  heretors  and  that  they  pay  no  cess  for  the  same,  and 
that  all  other  ther  tenements  and  houses  will  not  amount  to  above  100  lib.  yearly, 
and  that  they  have  no  stranger  inhabitants  amongst  them. 

13.  As  to  the  threteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  fyve  yearly 
fairs,  each  continoweing  for  the  space  of  one  day  except  the  first  which  hes  two 
dayes,  and  a  weekly  marcat,  and  that  the  customes  are  a  pairt  of  the  comon  good 
as  in  the  first  article. 

14.  As  to  the  fourteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  tuo  regalities 
and  some  barronies  within  ther  precinct  which  have  a  considerable  trade,  far 
above  any  trade  of  ther  toune,  and  not  only  these  burghs  of  regalitie  and  barronie 
but  other  kirk  townes  and  countrey  places  vent  and  retaill  staple  comodities,  all 
which  their  commissioner  shall  at  more  length  represent  to  the  borrowes  at  the 
next  conventione. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  towns  patrimony  and  comon  good  and 
state  of  ther  burgh,  with  ther  answers  made  to  the  visitors  instructiones,  which 
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Cbaill. 


Appendix  III,  are  given  up  upon   oath   by  the  saides   magistrats   and   towne  clerk,   wnder- 
Repoets,  1692.  subscryveing,  to  the  saids  visitors,  day  and  dait  forsaid.    Sic  subscrihitur:  Robert 

Forrester,  baillie ;  Archibald  Sheild,  baillie  ;  Jo.  Tweedie,  Dean  of  Gild ;  Wm. 

Williamsone,  elk. 

BUEGH  OF  OeAILL. 

Answers  given  in  by  the  magistrats  and  clerk  of  the  burgh  of  Craill  to  the 
commissionars  from  the  burghs  of  Air  and  Dumbartoune,  being  appointed 
visitors  of  the  royall  burghs,  to  ther  instructiones,  as  followes : — 

1.  As  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  by  the  magistrats  and  towne  clerk  of 
the  burgh  of  Craill,  upon  ther  great  oathes,  that  the  comon  good  and  debts  are  as 
followes,  viz. : 
That  the  customes  and  anchorages  of  the  said  burgh  for  six  years 

backward  is  yearly  ..... 

Item,  the  borrow  maills  yearly  are  .... 

Item,  of  fearmes  payable  be  James  Horseburgh,  yearly,  of  bear 

1 8  bolls  1  quarter  ;  item,  by  Patrick  Hodge,  of  bear  4  bolls ; 

at  4  Ub.  3s.  4d.  per  boll  is  .  ... 

Item,  by  Patrick  Hodge,  of  oats,  5  bolls  at  3  lib.  1  Os.  per  boll  is 
Item,  the  product  of  the  comon  muir  of  Craill  by  all  lyable  is,  whereof 

there  was  only  sett  the  last  year    .... 
Item,  by  the  laird  of  Lundie  yearly  as  a  tack  duty  for  the  privi- 

ledge  of  the  customes  of  the  burne  of  Largo 
Item,  by  the  burgh  of  Pittenweem  .... 

Item,  by  the  toun  of  Enster  Easter         .... 
Item,  the  four  comon  milns  of  this  burgh  payes  yearly  of  grind^ 

malt  30  bolls,  there  being  rebeat  3  bolls  3  firlotts  for  making 

it  unground  malt,  ther  being  only  to  compt  for  26  bolls  1  fir- 

lott  malt,  at  4  lib.  13s.  4d.  per  boll  is  122  lib.  10s.  Od. 
Item,  10  bolls  oat  maill  at  4  Kb.  per  boll,  40  lib. 
Item,  10  bolls  peise,  the  price  forsaid,  40  lib. 
Item,  of  monie  rent,  100  lib. 

Nota. — This  100  yearly  is  wared  on  the  milns.  

553   10   10 

Followes  the  accompt  of  the  debts  dew  be  the  toune  of  CraiU  to  there  creditores. 


LIB. 

s. 

D. 

75 

0 

0 

38 

10 

0 

76 

0 

10 

17 

10 

0 

33 

6 

8 

3 

6 

8 

4 

0 

0 

3 

6 

8 

y   302   10     0 


Imprimis,  of  principall  soumes  dew  to  the  creditors 

Item,  to  the  poor  of  the  sea  box  and  that  by  ane  appryseing  expired 

To  James  Thomson  by  apprisseing 

To  James  Moncreiff  by  appryseing     •     . 

To  the  aires  of  Allan  Millar  by  infeftment  on  the  milnes 

To  Mr  David  Watson  by  infeftment  on  do. 

To  James  and  George  Begbies  by  infeftment  on  the  milnes 


-  4500  marks. 

3000 
1500 
3500 
1700 
1000 
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To  John  and  Thomas  Adamsones  by  infeftment  on  the  milnes 
To   Alexander   Bayne   by   bond    beside    the    numbrous    bygone 
annual  rents  therof  ..... 

To  the  aires  of  Andrew  Millar  by  bond,  of  principall 


1000 

Appendix  III. 

Bepoets,  1692 

700 

mar 

ks.  Cbaill. 

600 

18,500 

LIB. 

8. 

D. 

740 

0 

0 

105 

0 

0 

19 

14 

0 

100 

0 

0 

416 

10 

0 

The  yearlie  anwalrent  thereof  is 

Item,  to  the  schoolmaster  yearlie 

Eedendo  to  the  exchequer,  equie,  and  drink  monie 

Item,  by  bond  to  Mr  Patrick  Lyndsay 

Item,  resting  of  bygones  to  the  borrows  agent  . 

Item,  resting  to  George  MoncreifF  of  Sawchop  for  his  expense  and  attend- 
ance in  going  to  Edinburgh  to  the  convention  of  estaits,  anno  1678,  and  at  the 
parliaments,  conventions  of  estaits  and  borrowes  ever  since,  except  Murrayes  par- 
liament, which  was  attended  by  Mr  John  Prestoune,  and  tuo  yeares  convention 
of  borrowes  attended  by  him  and  William  Craufurd,  wherof  he  receaved  only  72 
lib.  Scots,  inde  resting  to  Sawchop  for  his  wholl  expences  all  that  tyme. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  is  a  mortifications  of 
some  small  prebenders  and  the  teind  fish  and  lint  of  the  burgh,  which  were  mor- 
tified for  the  mantainance  of  the  harbour  by  the  King,  and  many  other  of  these 
prebendars  are  in  desuetude  and  which  wee  are  instantly  persewing  for  and  now 
depending  befor  the  lords. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  produces  the  theasaurers  accompts  and  eiquies  fyve 
years  backward. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  answered  that  as  to  the  vent  of  wynes  ther  is  non 
imported  to  this  place  thir  fyve  years  backward  for  retaill,  ther  being  but  one 
ventener  in  tonne  who  will  depone  on  oath  or  produce  his  bookes  for  what  wynes 
is  vented  be  him  thir  fyve  yeares  backward ;  and  for  the  consumatione  of  malt,  wee 
know  not  exactly,  but  the  waiter  on  the  excyse  is  williug  to  produce  his  bookes 
whenever  called  for. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  answered  that  ther  is  no  shipps  in  the  towne 
but  one  old  ship  belonging  to  John  Adamsone  which  is  not  worth  1000  marks 
Scots,  of  60  tunns  burding;  one  boat  old  belonging  to  Andrew  Corstorphain,  not 
worth  600  marks,  and  one  other  old  boat  to  John  Adamsone  worth  400  marks ; 
item,  four  bush  boats  lyeing  wrack  at  the  full  sea,  belonging  to  George  Moncreifi", 
Mr  William  MoncreiflF,  Andrew  Short  and  William  Crawfurd,  estimat  to  100  lib. 
Scots  the  peice ;  item,  there  is  about  twenty  fishing  or  dreave  boats  all  belonging  to 
the  inhabitants  within  the  burgh,  not  above  fyftie  pounds  Scots  the  peice  overhead. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  burgh 
have  no  trade  with  burghs  of  barronie  and  regalitie  either  in  the  pairts  of  ships 
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Appendix  III.  or  merchandizeing  any  maner  of  way  except  ane  eigtt  pairt  of  ana  old  bush  in 

Reports,  1692.  Leaven,  James  Young,  master,  belonging  to  James  Moncreiff. 

CRAttL.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  is  no  pairt  taken  out  of  the 

comon  good  for  payment  of  cess  but  the  inhabitants  are  atented  conform  to  ther 

trade  and  house  rents. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  ministers  stipends  is 
payed  by  the  herretors  out  of  the  teynd  of  the  paroch  and  that  the  schoollmaster 
and  precentor  are  payed  by  the  toune  out  of  the  first  and  readiest  of  the  comon 
good  and  that  all  other  publict  servants  are  soe  payed. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  publict  works  of  the 
burgh,  particularlie  the  harbour  thereof,  is  mantained  out  of  the  mortificatione 
appointed  for  that  effect  in  so  far  as  it  will  runn  and  by  stenting  the  inhabi- 
tants for  the  supperplus. 

12.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  is  no  house  inhabited 
within  the  burgh  by  strangers  j  and  for  the  best  house  that  is  fermed,  with  malt 
steeding,brewhouse,  corne,  bairne  yaird  and  croft,  is  not  aboue  twenty  pownd  Scots; 
and  for  the  rest  of  the  hovises  inhabited  the  rents  being  soe  low  that  wee  are 
ashamed  to  give  ane  accompt  of  them,  and  a  verie  great  many  of  our  houses  are 
alltogether  ruinous  and  not  inhabited  which  wee  shall  make  appear  evidently. 

13.  As  to  the  threteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  wee  haue  twa  publict  fairs, 
each  of  them  standing  for  a  day,  the  intrinsick  value  thereof  worth  nothing  at  all, 
for  the  customes  will  not  make  4s.  Scots  each  marcat  for  the  customes,  on  which 
he  is  willing  to  depone. 

14.  As  to  the  foui'teenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  is  no  burghs  of 
barronie  or  regality  lyeing  next  adjacent  to  us  in  regaird  there  is  four  royall 
burghs  within  four  mills  of  us  erected  on  our  priviledges. 

Answers  given  in  by  the  magistrats  and  towne  clerk  of  Craill  to  the  commis- 
sionars  for  the  burghs  of  Air  and  Dumbartoune,  appoynted  visitors  for  the  royall 
burrowes,  to  the  instructiones  aftermentioned,  and  that  on  ther  great  oath. 

As  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  that  there  comon  good  conform  to  the 
list  given  up  extends  to  the  sowme  of  553  pound  10  s.  10  d. 

And  the  debts  dew  be  the  burgh  to  ther  creditors,  conform  also  to  the  parti- 
cular list  given  in,  amounts  to  the  sowme  of  12,973,  16  s.  8  d. 

Craill,  the  sexteen  day  of  September  1691.  This  aboue  writtin  list  is  declared  to 
be  a  truth  on  our  great  oathes,  as  wifcnesseth  our  subscryptiones  day  and  place  for- 
said.  Sic  subscribitur:  George  Moncreifi',Wm.Ilobertsone,  Geo.  Dischingtowne,  elk. 

Tatne.  Buegh  of  Tayne. 

Ane  counsell  holden  within  the  tolbooth  of  Tayne,  the  twentie  nynth  day  of 
August  1691,  by  John  Ross,  provost  of  Tayne,  Angus  M'Culloch  and  Alexander 
Hay,  baillies  thereof,  Thomas  Mansone,  dean  of  gild,  Walter  Boss,  lait  provost, 
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David  Ross,  theasaurer,  Alexander  Ross  ,{Uank)  Williamson,  Hugh  Fraser,  David  Appendix  III. 

Mansone,  Charles  MacCulloch,  and  Nicoll  Ross,  counsellers  of  the  same.  The  whilk  Eeports,  1692. 

day,  the  said  John  Ross  produced  ane  missive  letter  of  the  dait  at  Invernes  the  Tatne. 

twenty  eight  instant,  under  the  signe  and  subscription  of  John  Moor  and  James 

Smolet,  declaireing  that  where  they  both  being  the  tuo  that  were  appoynted  for 

the  north  by  the  last  convention  of  burro wes  are  come  the  length   of  Inverness 

to  visit  our  conditione  and  to  take  ane  accompt  of  our  comon  good  and  debts 

and  of  our  mortificationes  and  trade,  to  the  effect  and  for  the  causes  specifiet 

in  the  said  missive  letter,   conform   to  which   missive  letter  and  in  obedience 

therto,   the  said  provost,    baillies,  and    councill    of  the  said  burgh    of   Tayne 

ordained  me,  wndersubscrybeing,   there  clerk,  to  put  the  condition  and  accompt 

of  ther  burgh,  comon  good  and  debts  and  of  our  trade  in  writ,  whereof  the  tenor 

followes  : — 

First,  the  said  burgh  hes  of  comonitie  to  the  value  of  18  lib.  Scots,  yearly, 
■which  is  all  the  sallarie  ther  clerk  hes. 

Item,  two  milnes  of  yearlie  rent  240  lib.  Scots  monie,  wherof  belongs  to  the 
said  burgh  nyne  pairts,  being  yearly  ane  huudreth  and  eightie  pownds  Scotes. 

Item,  the  comon  customes  of  the  said  burgh,  yeirly,  60  lib.  Scots. 

Item,  resting  be  the  said  burgh  to  Hugh  Bayne  in  Culraine,  which  was  bor- 
rowed from  him  to  help  us  to  buy  the  saids  milnes  1000  lib.  Scots. 

Item,  resting  be  us  to  William  Ross  of  Aldie  of  borrowed  monie,  for  the  use 
forsaid,  66  lib.  13s.  4d. 

Item,  resting  be  us  to  Mr  James  MacCulloch  of  Piltoune  the  sowme  of 
1000  lib.,  which  was  borrowed  from  his  vmquhill  father  to  pay  our  pairt  of  John 
M'Leod,  lait  collector  of  the  excyse,  his  deficiencie,  this  burgh  being  then  joynt 
commissionars  with  the  shire. 

Item,  rest  to  Rorie  M'Leod  of  Oambusairrie  the  sowme  of  300  lib.  mony  for- 
said, borrowed  from  him  for  payment  of  bygone  cess. 

Item,  this  burgh  payes  yeirly  to  the  knock  waiter  and  bell  attender  the  sowme 
of  fourty  pownds. 

Item,  to  the  schoolmaster  yeirly  100  libs.  Scots. 

Item,  to  remember  that  this  burgh  hes  no  seaport  or  harbour  or  any  boat  or 
boats  great  or  small  belonging  therto,  nor  hes  any  concerned  in  haill  or  in  pairt 
with  any  within  this  kingdome  by  shipping  or  other  wayes,  only  that  the  poor 
inhabitants  soe  traflfiques  from  hand  to  hand  and  by  ther  correspond ance  with  the 
burghs  of  Invernes  and  Elgine,  and  from  these  who  are  the  second  or  third  hand 
therin  the  poor  chapmen  of  this  place  buyes  there  goodes  and  not  other  wayes. 

Item,  to  remember  that  a  great  pairt  of  the  building  of  this  poor  place  is 
waist  and  turned  ruinous,  in  soe  far  as  many  of  the  inhabitants  and  families  were 
necessitat  to  quyt  the  towne  by  reasone  of  the  stress  of  quartering  of  the  forces 
and  publict  stress  and  impositiones,  and  that  notwithstanding  thereof  the  forces 
are  in  areirs  and  resting  the  poor  inhabitants  for  bygone  quartering  to  the  extent 
2  4  m 
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Appendix  III.  of  the  sowme  of  8000  marks,  which  occasioned  the  removeing  of  many  from  the 
Reports,  1692.  place  and  exting wishing  ther  families,  and  for  want  of  payment  of  the  said  rest 
Tayne.  many  more  are  lyck  to  be  removed. 

Item,  to  remember  and  it  should  be  considered  that  the  poor  chapmen  of 
this  place  who  travelit  and  did  keep  up  the  burden  of  this  place  did  within  thir 
four  years  loss  by  sea  ane  great  boat  with  the  full  leadening  of  merchant  goodes 
brought  from  Elgine,  to  the  value  of  5000  lib.  Scots  monie,  by  and  attour  the 
loss  of  mariners  and  certain  persones  of  the  incorporatione,  soe  that  this  place  is 
soe  redactit  as  not  able  to  traffecque  in  the  least. 

Item,  it  is  to  be  considered  that  the  kirk,  steiple,  councill  and  prison  house  of 
this  burgh,  are  soe  ruinous  and  demolished  that  they  are  in  repaireing  and  can- 
not be  made  up  in  the  same  integrity  it  was  formerlie  without  payment  and 
advancement  of  ane  considerable  sowme  to  the  extent  of  two  thousand  marks, 
which  is  a  thing  impossible  for  this  poore  place  and  burgh  to  doe  without  the 
christian  and  charitable  supply  of  weel  affected  neighbours.  In  testimonie  wherof, 
wee  have  subscrivit  thir  presents,  at  Tayne,  the  29  August  1691  yeares.  Sic 
subscrihitur :  John  Eoss,  provost ;  Angus  MacCulloch,  baillie ;  Alex.  Hay, 
baillie  ;  Thomas  Mansone,  dean  of  gild  ;  Cha.  Mansone  clerk. 


Bamff. 


BUBGH  OF  BamFF. 

At  Bamff,  the  fourth  day  of  September  j™  vj°  nyntie  one  yeares.  The  magis- 
trats  and  towne  councill  of  Bamff  haveing  mett,  and  takeing  to  ther  consideratione 
the  rent  and  comon  good  of  the  said  burgh,  that  they  might  make  ane  just  report 
therof  to  the  visitors  commissioned  by  the  royall  borrowes  for  survyeing  the  trade, 
comon  good,  and  conditione  of  the  haill  borrowes  royall  of  the  kingdome,  have 
given  to  the  saids  visitors  ane  exact  and  full  accompt  therof  as  followes  : — 

Accompt  of  the  few  deuties  and  yearly  casualities  belonging  to  the  burgh  of 

Bamff. 

Item,  the  Earle  of  Eirlie  payes 
Item,  George  Gordon  for  few  deutie 
William  Gumming  of  Auchrey  for  few  deuty 
James  Cock  for  his  tenement 
William  Fyfes  aires  for  Coldhame 
Peter  Stewart,  merchant,  for  his  lands  . 
Alexander  Ritchie  for  St  Ninians  land 
James  Turner  for  his  tenement 
Provost  Stewart  for  few  deutie  . 
Mr  John  Abercrombie  of  Glasshauch 
James  Brockie  for  Marie  croft  . 
For  the  few  deutie  of  the  ferry  boat 


MB. 

s. 

D. 

43 

9 

0 

3 

0 

0 

14 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

5 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

4 

0 

4 

4 

10 

0 

0 

0 

6 

8 

1 

6 

8 

100 

0 

0 
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For  the  small  customes  of  the  said  burgh  and  shear  dewes  of  the 
samen       ....... 

Item,  for  the  com  on  grass  ..... 

Item,  Issobel  Legat  of  few  deutie  .... 

Item,  Alexander  Gordon  of  few  deutie  .... 


LIB. 

128 

58 

0 

0 


s. 
0 
6 
10 
6 


j)   appekdix  iii. 
0  Reports,  1692. 
8  Bampp. 
0 


356     0   10 


Accompt  of  publict  burdens  and  yearlie  annwallrents  payable  be  the  said  burgh. 

Item,  to  the  minister  of  stipend              .              .              .  .        133  6  8 

To  the  gramar  schoolmaster  of  sallary     .              .              .  .        120  0  0 

To  the  precenter            .              .              .              .              .  .          50  0  0 

Item,  for  mantaineing  the  four  toun  officers  in  ther  coats,  shooes, 

stockins,  hatts  and  fies       .              .              .              .  .          60  0  0 

Item,  to  the  drumer      .              .              .              .              .  .14  0  0 

Item,  to  the  pyper        .              .              .              .              .  .14  0  0 

For  both  ther  coats,  shoes  and  stockins  .              .              .  .14  0  0 

To  the  kirk  officer  for  ringing  the  bells  morneing  and  evening  and 

for  candle               .              .              .              .              .  .          30  0  0 

Item,  the  annwall  rent  of  100  marks  borrowed  from  the  kirk 

sessione    .              .              .              .              .              .  .400 

Item,  the  anwall  rent  of  1 00  lib.  resting  to  George  Fordyce  .            6  0  0 

Item,  the  annwall  rent  of  1650  marks  resting  be  the  burgh  and 

payable  to  the  minister  yearlie        .              .              .  .          30  0  0 

Item,  the  towns  eiquie                .              .              .              .  .          30  2  0 

Item,  for  the  yearly  mantainance  of  a  post          .              .  .          52  8 

Item,  payed  of  few  duty  to  the  coUedge  of  Aberdeen       .  .          13  6 

Item,  for  maill  of  ane  house  to  ane  Inglish  schoolmistris  .          10  0 

Item,  to  William  Reid  for  attending  the  magistrats  loft .  .            5  0  0 

For  mantaineing  of  the  ferry  boat  yeirly              .              .  .          20  0  0 

To  the  comon  officer  for  mantainance     .              .              .  .          30  0  0 

To  the  towns  agents  and  advocats           .              .              .  .          70  0  0 

To  the  procurator  fiscall  of  sallarie          .              .              .  .            6  13  4 

For  the  yearly  mantainance  of  the  schooU            .              .  .          16  0  0 

For  the  mantainance  of  the  tolbooth       .              .              .  .10  0  0 


0 


0 


764  16     8 


The  burghs  of  barrony  within  this  shire  are  Milntowne  of  Ballvenie,  New- 
toun  of  Edinglassie,  Keith,  Carnousie,  Newtowne  of  Park,  Newmilne  of  Strylaie, 
Eothemay,  all  dry  burghs,  of  ane  inconsiderable  trade,  Down  and  Portsoy,  sea- 
ports and  burghs  of  barronie. 
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Appendix  III.  Bamff  the  fourth  day  of  September  1691.  This  is  the  just  and  trew  accompt 
Reports,  1692.  of  the  comon  good  and  debts  of  the  burgh  of  BamflF,  given  up  by  the  magistrats 
Bampp.  and  clerk,  upon  oath,  to  the  visitors  appointed  by  the  royall  borrows  ;  as  also 

ane  list  of  the  burghs  of  barronie  and  regality  within  ther  precinct ;  and  the 
magistrats  declair  that  the  ballance  betuixt  the  charge  and  dischairge  is  payed 
by  taxing  the  inhabitants.  Signed  day  and  place  forsaid.  Sic  subscribitur : 
Alex.  Leslie,  provost ;  A.  Randers,  baillie ;  George  Keith,  baillie ;  Alex. 
Cock,  clerk. 


CULBOSS. 


BUKGH  OF  CULEOSS. 

Accompt  of  the  few  deuties  and  other  comon  good  of  the  burgh  of  Culross, 
payable  yearly  as  foUowes,  viz.  from  1690  to  1691. 


Imprimis,  the  few  duty  roll  of  the   burgh   of  Culross  extends 

yearly  to  . 
Item,  the  small  weight  and  pettie  customes  of  the  said  burgh  from 

Martimas  1690  to  Martimas  1691 
Item,  the  shoardewes,  hundreth  trie,  &c. 
Item,  the  privieledge  of  the  ferrie  sett  for 
Item,  the  metts  and  measours  of  the  meal  marcat 
Item,  the  standers  of  the  shooe  marcat  . 


LIB.  s.  D. 

85  14  8 

36  0  0 

3  6  8 

26  0  0 

46  0  0 

5  6  8 


202     7     8 


80 

0 

0 

13 

6 

8 

20 

0 

0 

Accompt  of  what  is  lyable  in  payment  be  the  burgh  of  Culross  yearly  as  followes. 

Imprimis,  to  the  minister  .  .  .  .  .  66   13      4 

Item,  to  the  schoolmaster  .... 

Item,  to  the  wnder  teacher  .  .         ,     . 

Item,  the  towns  eique  is  ...  . 

180     0   10 
And  this  by  and  attour  the  annuall  rent  of  the  principal  sowme  of  4407  lib. 
4s.  8d.  -which  they  are  oweing  to  sewerall  persones  by  bonds. 

This  is  ane  trew  accompt,  charge  and  discharge,  given  in  by  the  said  towne  of 
Culross  to  the  visitors,  upon  oath,  the  18  August  1691.  Sic  subscribitur:  William 
Adam,  baiUy ;  Ho.  Blaw,  baillie  ;  Ja.  Gray,  baillie ;  James  Meason,  elk. 


Burgh  of  Whythoen. 

Whtthoen.  Att  Whythorne  the  twenty  seaventh  day  of  Aprile  j"  vj°  and  nyntie  two  years. 

Compeired  befor  James   Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker, 
baillie  of  Aberdeen,  commissionars  appointed  be  the  royall  borrowes  for  visiting 
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the  wlioll  royall  burghs  be  south  and  west  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  magis-  Appendix  III. 
trats  and  towne  clerk  of  the  burgh  of  Whythorne,  who  gave  in  ane  accompt  of  Reports,  1692. 
ther  patrimonie  and  comon  good,  together  with  ane  answer  to  the  saids  visitors  Whtthobn. 
instructions  as  follows  : 

1.  As  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  comon  good  extends  only 
to  12  lib.  Scots  or  therby  and  that  ther  debt  will  amount  to  160  lib. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  mortificationes. 

3.  As  to  the  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  arenowayes  concerned  therein. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  a  sufiicient  harbour 
of  ther  own  if  they  hade  any  trade. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  theasaurer  bookes, 
haveing  soe  small  a  comon  good,  and  that  they  are  not  used  to  pay  any  eiquies 
nor  know  they  what  it  would  extend  to. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  forraigne  trade 
and  that  ther  inland  trade  is  most  inconsiderable,  being  a  small  retaill  of  goods 
they  bring  from  Air  or  Dumfriese  ;  ther  wine,  seek,  and  brandie  is  soe  inconsider- 
able that  they  cannot  condescend  on  it ;  and  that  they  vent  and  consume  ten 
Lithgow  bolls  of  malt  weekly. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  neither  ship,  bark, 
or  boat  belonging  [to  them]  in  regaird  of  the  povertie  of  ther  inhabitants. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  owners  or  pairtners 
of  any  ship  or  barkes  belonging  either  to  burghs  royall,  of  regalitie  or  barronie, 
and  are  not  concerned  in  trade  with  unfree  burghs. 

9.  As  to  the  ninth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payed  by  stent  on 
the  inhabitants. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  pay  no  pairt  of  the 
ministers  stipends,  and  that  ther  school  master  and  all  other  ther'publict  servants 
are  payed  by  a  tax  on  themselves. 

1 1 .  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  all  ther  publict  works 
are  mantained  by  a  stent  on  themselves. 

12.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  its  answered  that  the  most  pairt  of  ther  houses 
are  inhabited  by  ther  respective  heretors,  and  that  they  have  no  stranger  inhabi- 
tants, and  that  the  rents  of  there  houses  are  tuixt  fyfteen  pownd  and  twenty 
shillinges  Scots,  many  whereof  are  ruinous. 

1 3.  As  to  the  thretteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  two  yearly  fairs, 
each  one  of  one  dayes  containwance,  and  that  they  have  no  weekly  marcat ;  the 
customes  of  there  fairs  are  a  pairt  of  ther  comon  good  and  soe  reckoned  in 
answer  to  the  first  article. 

14.  As  to  the  fourteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  there  are  no  burghs  of 
barrony  or  regalitie  lyeing  near  them  or  prejudiciall  to  them. 

15.  As  to  the  fyfteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  fynes  which  are 
casuall  are  most  inconsiderable. 
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Apfendix  III.  This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  said  burgh,  in 
Reports,  1692-  answer  to  the  above  wryttine  instructions,  given  up,  upon  oath,  by  the  saides 
Whtthokn.      magistrats  and  towne  clerk,    wndersubscryveing,    at  the  place   forsaid,    to   the 

saids  visitors,  day  and  dait  forsaid.     Sic  suhscrihitur :  Adam  Dunlop,  provost ; 

Jo.   M'Candish,  bailie  j   Harie  Donaldsone,  baillie ;  William  M'Candish  ;  "Wm. 

Gowane,  elk. 


Burgh  of  Foefae. 

FoKFAB.  Charge  of  Charles  Dicksone  his  intromissione  as  thesaurer  of  the  burgh  of  Forfar, 

from  Michaelmas  1689  to  Michaelmas  1690  yeares. 

First,  the  Kings  meaUs,  comon,  and  few  deuties  of  the  said  burgh,        lib.      s. 


extends  to 
Item,  tuo  booths  beneath  the  tolbooth 
Item,  the  pettie  customes 
Item,  the  wind  milne  . 
Item,  the  muir  mealls  . 
Item,  the  custom  of  St  Peters  fair 
Item,  the  tack  deuties 
Item,  the  grass  mealls  the  said  year 


Suma  of  the  charge 

Discharge  of  the  forsaid  charge. 

Imprimis,  to  the  schoolmaster  of  sallarie 

Item,  to  the  officers  of  fies,  drumer,  poundler  and  knock  keeper, 
and  for  ther  cloaths  ..... 

Item,  to  the  touns  commissioners  for  attending  the  parliament 
and  borrowes,  makeing  the  towns  eiquei,  missive  and  other 
dewes       ....... 

Item,  ane  years  annual  rent  of  1400  marks  dew  be  the  towne  to 
the  church  ...... 

Item,  of  necesar  expences  debursed  upon  the  towns  accompt  and 
for  expresses  with  lettres  to  and  from  his  Majesties  forces 
and  furnishing  of  necessaries  to  ther  gairds  when  they  lay  in 
the  towne,  and  repairing  of  the  wind  milne  and  school  of  the 
said  burgh  ...... 


100     3  0 

15   16  8 

54     0  0 

106     0  0 

50  13  4 

90     0  0 

86     0  0 

67   14  0 

570     7  0 


48     0     0 


123   14     0 


250     0     0 


56     0     0 


549   15     8 


1027     9     8 
Soe  that  the  dischairge  exceeds  the  charge  in  the  sowme  of  .        457      2     8 

At  Dundie,  the  first  day  of  September  j™  vj°  and  nyntie  nyne  yeares.     The 
magistrats  of  Forfar  haue  given  in  the  forsaid  accompt  of  ther  comon  good  and 
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the  discliarge  therof,  to  the  truth  of  which  they  declaire  and  subscryve,  and  for  AfPENPix  III. 
the  difference  betuixt  the  chairge  and  dischairge  they  stent  ther  inhabitants  ther-  Eepoets,  1692. 
for  at  there  conveniencie.     Subscrivit  day  and  place  forsaid.      Sio  suhscrihitur  :  Foefab. 
Jo.  Carnegie,  provost;  Ja.Dicksone,baillie;  C.  Dicksone,  baillie;  Will.  Dicksone,  elk. 
Accompt  of  the  debts  dew  be  the  burgh  of  Forfar. 

Imprimis,  dew  be  the  said  burgh  be  the  church  of  Forfar 

To  the  church  of  Dundie  ..... 

To  the  laird  of  Dod       ...... 

Item,  three  years  annual  rent  dew  to  the  church  of  Dundie 

To  the  minister  for  his  stipend  crept  1689  which  is  payed  of  the 
teynd  of  the  corns  of  the  said  burgh,  which  comes  were  eatin 
and  distroyed  be  ther  Majesties  forces  ther  horssis,  and  now  is 
charged  by  him  as  ane  debt  upon  the  towne,  inde   .  .        600     0     0 

Item,  be  the  towne  of  Forfar  to  there  theasaureris  since  Michael- 
mas 1685  to  Machelmas  1690        ....      2108      1    10 


LTB. 

s. 

D. 

933 

6 

8 

933 

6 

8 

66 

13 

4 

168 

0 

0 

4809     7     6 


Ane  accompt  of  the  corns  eattin  and  distroyed  by  ther  Majesties  forces  ther 
horssis,  cropts  1689  and  1690. 

Imprimis,  conform  to  General  Major  M'Kays  ordor  direct  to  the 
ShirrefT  of  Forfar,  ordoring  to  call  eight  fearmers  who  best 
wnderstood  for  apprisseing  the  saides  cox-ns  and  to  be  over- 
seen by  countrey  gentlemen,  who  were  solemnly  sworn  to 
appryse  the  samen  conform  to  the  said  Generall  his  ordor, 
did  appryse  the  loss  and  damnadge  to  1200  bolls  oats  bear  and 
pees  with  the  fother  at  ten  mark  per  boll,  inde         .  .      8000  lib. 

Item,  of  horses  and  carts  taken  be  ther  forces  and  free  quarters 
from  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  burgh  wherby  they  are 
damnified  in  the  soume  of  ....     2000  lib. 

To  remember  that  ther  tolbooth  and  schoolhouse  of  Forfar  are  both  ruinous 
and  that  many  of  ther  inhabitants  have  left  the  toune  upon  the  accompt  of  ther 
oppression  and  quartering. 

Accompt  of  the  burghs  of  regalitie  and  barronie  nixt  adjacent  to  the  burgh  of 
Forfar  given  up  by  the  magistrats  and  toun  clerk  of  the  said  burgh  con- 
cerning ther  trade. 

Imprimis,  the  regalitie  of  Kirriemuire  within  three  mylls  of  Forfar  which 
trades  and  traffecques  with  all  kynd  of  merchant  vair  and  hes  ane  great  weekly 
marcat,  yearly,  with  tuo  great  marcats  containowing  two  dayes  each  of  them, 
with  ane  croft  marcat  containowing  from  Michaelmes  to  the  twentie  third  day  of 
December,  which  marcats  exceeds  all  the  marcats  in  this  place  and  shire  and  will 
trade  in  and  about  yeirly  6000  lib. 
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Appendix  III.  The  barrony  of  Glames  three  mylls  from  Forfar  wherein  is  keeped  the  Earle 

Eepoets,  1692.  of  Strathmores  barron  courts  weekly  and  ane  great  fair,  and  will  trade  in  and 
about  1000  lib. 

Rothesay.  Burgh  of  Eothesay. 

Irvine  the  second  day  of  May  1692.  Compeired  befor  James  Fletcher,  provost 
off  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  bailly  oif  Aberdeen,  commissionars  appointed 
be  the  I'oyall  borrowes  for  visiting  the  whoU  burghs  be  south  and  west  the  river 
of  Forth,  the  present  magistrats  and  toun  clerk  of  the  burgh  of  Eosa,  who  gave 
in  ane  accompt  of  ther  patrimony  and  comon,  together  with  ane  answer  to  bhe 
saids  visitors  instructions  as  follows  :— 

1.  As  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  comon  good,  communibus 
annis,  will  amount  to  159  lib.  13s.  4d.,  and  that  ther  debts  extends  to  213  lib. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  mortificationes 
belonging  to  them. 

3.  As  to  the  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  nowayes  concerned 
therein. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  nowayes  concerned  therin 
haveing  a  harbour  of  ther  own. 

6.  As  to  the  sixth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  theasaurers  books 
by  them  to  produce,  and  that  ther  eiqueis  extends  with  clei'ks  and  other  deus 
to  17  lib.  14s.,  and  that  they  have  no  forraigne  nor  inland  trade  except  some 
goodes  they  retaill  from  Glasgow  of  ane  inconsiderable  value,  and  that  they  have 
Tented  no  seek,  wine  or  brandie  these  fyve  yeares  bygone,  save  two  hogsheads  of 
wine  and  about  eight  gallons  of  seek  or  thereby,  and  that  they  can  give  no 
accompt  of  what  quantity  of  malt  they  consume  yeirly  at  present  but  shall  give 
ane  accompt  therof  to  the  nixt  conventione  of  burrowes. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  ships  or  barks 
but  only  one  small  boat  of  twelve  tunn  burden,  and  about  12  lib.  sterline  value, 
and  19  herring  boats  about  80  lib.  value  or  therby. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  neither  owners  nor 
pairtners  of  any  ships,  barks,  or  boats  belonging  either  to  burghs  royall,  of  regality 
or  barronie,  nor  are  they  concerned  with  any  unfree  burgh  in  matter  of  trade. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  it  is  answered  that  there  cess  is  payed  by  a  tax 
on  ther  inhabitants. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  ministers  stipend  is 
payed  out  of  the  teynds  of  the  paroch  and  that  all  other  ther  publict  servants  are 
payed  out  of  there  comon  good. 

1 1.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  there  church  and  all  other 
there  publict  works  are  mantained  and  upholden  out  of  the  comon  good. 

12.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  houses  are  possesst  be 
ther  respective  heretors  except  few  that  are  inhabited  by  tenents  and  that  the 
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besb  and  worst  will  be  tuixt  16  lib.  and  4  lib  Scots,  and  that  they  have  no  Appendix  III. 
stranger  iniabitants^        _        _    _  Reports,  1692. 

1 6.  As  to  the  1 3  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  tuo  yearly  fairs,  the  one  Rothesay. 
of  one  and  the  other  two  dayes  containwance,  the  customes  whereof  are  a  pairt 
of  there  comon  good  and  soe  stated  in  answer  to  the  first  article. 

1 4.  As  to  the  fourteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  burghs  of 
barronie  or  regalitie  within  ther  precinct. 

15.  As  to  the  fyfteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  casuall  comon 
good  but  what  is  stated  in  the  first  article. 

Nota. — Ther  is  77  lib.  of  more  debt  oweing  be  them  which  is  not  contained 
in  the  first  article. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  state  and  conditione  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Rosa  in  answer  to  the  above  instructiones,  as  it  is  given  up,  upon  oath,  be  the 
magistrats  and  towne  clerk,  undersubscriveing,  to  the  saids  visitors  at  the  place, 
forsaid  day  and  dait  abovewrittin.  Sic  subscrihitur :  Ja.  Stewart,  provost, 
Alexr.  Gray,  baillie,  Da.  Stewart,  elk. 

BUEGH  OF  NaIRNE.  NaiBNB. 

Accompt  of  the  comon  good  of  the  burgh  of  Nairn  as  per  theasaurers  charge 

for  fyve  years. 

Imprimis,  the  constant  standing  comon  good,  being  our  few  duties  allanerally, 
as  per  yeirly  theasaurers  rolls,  13  lib.  10s. 

Nota. — All  the  rest  of  our  income  being  meer  casualities  that  at  the  best 
availl,  reckoning  one  year  with  another,  wee  esteem  can  amount  only  to  27  lib. 

Item,  resting  be  the  burgh  for  bygone  missive  dewes  ;  item  for  byrunn  cesses 
occationed  by  the  insuperable  poverty  of  the  place,  eighteen  months,  at  eighteen 
pounds  Scots  per  mensem  is  234  lib. 

Item,  to  Baillie  Angus  as  the  price  of  ane  bell  brought  home  for  the  touns  use, 
78  lib. 

Item,  to  our  commissioner  for  attending  the  conventione  in  parliament, 
140  lib. 

Nota. — Wee  sustained  considerable  losses  for  not  payment  of  forces  accompts, 
as  per  our  accomptes  to  the  exchequer  sent  south  two  severall  tymes  conform  to 
proclamationes  theranent,  extending  in  haill  to  {blmik).  Item,  by  the  Highland 
armie  lyeing  upon  our  corns  with  fyve  hundreth  horss  full  twenty  four  hours  in 
August,  at  a  firlot  each  horse,  125  bolls,  at  10  marks  per  boll,  inde  833  lib.  6s.  8d. 
Item,  by  expresses  and  baggage  horses  being  so  frequent  for  tuo  years  tyme. 

The  burghs  of  barronie  within  this  shire  are  Calder  belonging  to  the  laird  of 
Calder,  retaill  considerable.     Item,  Geddes  belonging  to  the  laird  of  Kilravock, 
uses  no  trade.     Alderin,  a  pretended  burgh  of  barronie  of  the  laird  of  Kilravocks, 
retaills  considerably.      No  regalities  in  this  shire. 
2  4  N 
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Appendix  III.  Nairne  the  first  September  1691.     The  within  writtin  accompt  is  the  trew 

Reports,  1692-  and  just  accompt  of  the  chairge  and  dischairge  of  the  comon  good  and  debt  of  the 
Naiene.  said  burgh,  given  up,  upon  oath,  by  the  magistrats  and  clerk  and  subscrivit  be 

them  time  and  place  forsaid.     Sic  suhscribitur  :  Hugh  Rose,  provost,  Pat.  Angus, 

baillie,  Jo.  Dallas,  baiUie,  Will.  Rose,  clerk. 


FOERAS.  BUKGH  OF  FOREAS. 

The  yearly  income  of  the  burgh  of  Forras. 
The  feu  duty  of  comon  land 
The  few  deuty  of  salmond  fishing 
Customs  of  ther  mercats 
House  maills    . 
For  grass- 


LIB.  B.  D. 

16  4  0 

69  0  8 

90  0  0 

15  0  0 

50  0  0 


240     4     8 


40 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

Payed  out  thereof  yearlie. 
To  the  schoolmaster  who  is  precenter     . 
To  the  Abbot  of  Kinloss  as  few  of  fishing 
To  exchequer  as  eiquie 
Assise  ale  to  the  sheriff  of  the  shire 
To  the  theasaurer  and  clerk  of  the  burgh 
To  the  drummer  .... 

The  above  said  debursements  is  besides  our  agents  fees,  towns  oflicers,  commis- 
sioners to  parliaments  and  conventiones  of  borrowes,  geuerall  and  particular. 

Forras,  the  first  day  of  September  1691  years.  The  above  accompt,  charge 
and  discharge,  is  the  just  and  trew  accompt  of  the  common  good  and  debts  of  the 
said  burgh,  given  up  by  the  magistrats,  upon  oath,  and  subscrivit  be  them  and 
ther  clerk  day  and  place  forsaid.  Sic  suhscribitur :  Eob.  Dunbar,  p.;  Jo.  Brodie, 
baillie;  Thomas  Alves,  baillie;  Eo.  TuUoch,  elk. 

EUTHEEQLEN.  BuHGH  OF  RuTHERGLEN. 

Rutherglen,  the  seaventh  day  of  May  j™  vj°  and  nyntie  two  yeares,  compeired 
befor  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie  of  Aber- 
deen, commissionars  appoynted  be  the  royall  borrowes  for  visiting  the  wholl  royall 
burghs  be  west  and  south  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  magistrats  and  towne 
clerk  of  the  said  burgh  of  Rutherglen,  who  gave  in  ane  accompt  of  ther  patrimony 
and  comon  good,  together  with  ane  answer  to  the  saids  visitors  instructiones  as 
followes  : — 

1.  As  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  comon  good,  comunibus  annis, 
extends  to  959  lib.  16s.  3d.  Scots,  and  that  ther  debts  extends  to  the  sowme  of 
7100  marks. 
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2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  ttat  they  have  no  mortificationes.  Appendix  III. 

3.  As  to  the  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  tliey  are  not  concerned  therein.  Repokts  1692. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned  therein.  Huthekglen. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  its  answered  that  they  have  produced  thev  thea- 
saurers  books  for  fyve  preceeding  years  which  have  been  considered  by  the  saides 
visitors,  who  find  the  ballance  for  the  saides  fyve  yeares  will  be  resting  by  the 
theasaurer  278  lib.  2s.,  and  that  the  eiquei  with  clerks  and  other  dewes  amounts 
to  14  lib.  Scots. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  neither  forraigne 
trade  nor  inland  trade  and  that  they  vent  nor  consume  noe  French  wine,  seek  or 
brandie,  except  some  few  pints  of  brandie  they  buy  from  Glasgow,  and  that  they 
consume  about  fyve  bolls  of  malt  weekly  or  thereby. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  ships,  barks, 
boats  or  ferrie  boats  belonging  to  them. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  owners  nor 
partners  of  any  shipes,  barks  or  boats  belonging  either  to  burghs  royall,  of  regality 
or  barronie,  nor  are  they  concerned  in  matter  of  trade  with  unfree  burghes. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payed  by  a  tax  on 
there  inhabitants. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  minister  is  payed  out  of 
the  teynds.  Ther  schoolmaster  and  all  other  there  publict  servants  are  payed  out 
of  the  comon  good. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  all  ther  publict  works 
are  mantainit  and  supported  out  of  the  comon  good. 

12.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  most  pairt  of  ther 
houses  are  inhabited  by  ther  respective  herretors,  and  that  the  rent  of  the  best 
and  worst  of  there  houses  will  be  tuixt  eight  pownds  to  four  lib.  Scots  and  that 
they  have  no  stranger  inhabitants. 

13.  As  to  the  threteen  article,  its  answered  that  they  have  four  yearly  fairs, 
three  of  one  dayes  containwance  and  the  fourth  of  four  or  fyve  dayes,  the  customs 
of  all  which  are  reckoned  as  a  pairt  of  ther  comon  good  and  soe  stated  in  answer 
to  the  first  article,  and  that  they  have  no  weekly  maroat. 

14.  As  to  the  fourteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  unfree 
burghs  within  ther  precints  prejudiciall  to  ther  trade. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Rutherglen,  as  it  is  given  up,  upon  oath,  by  the  saides  magistrats  and  towne 
clerk,  wndersubscryveing,  to  the  best  of  ther  knowledge  and  surest  information 
they  can  have  to  the  saids  visitors,  day  and  dait  forsaid.  Sic  subscribitur :  Eo. 
Bowman,  p. ;  Jo.  Scott,  baillie  ;  Will.  Spense,  clerk. 

BuKGH  OF  North  Berwick. 
The  estait  of  North  Berwick  as  given  in  by  George  Simsone,  ther  clerk,  one  ^iok. 
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Appendix  III.  Qf  ther  taillies  being  absent,  tbe  otber  sick,  who  compeired  befor  James  Fletcher, 
Eeports,  1692.  provost  of  Dnndie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie  of  Aberdeen,  commissionars 
NoBTH  Bee-     appoynted  by  the  royall  borrowes  for  visiting  the  whoU  south  and  westerne  bor- 

rowes  be  south  the  river  of  Forth,  who  gave  in  ane  accompt  of  the  patrimonie 

and  state  therof  as  followes : 

1.  First  article,  answered  that  the  comon  good  off  ISTorthberwick  extends  to 
19  lib.  6s.  8d.  for  the  year  1690,  ther  being  no  other  bookes  produced  to  the 
visitors  but  for  that  year. 

2.  Second  article,  answered  they  have  no  mortificationes. 

3.  Third  article,  they  are  not  concerned  therein. 

4.  Fourth  article,  they  are  not  concerned  therein. 

5.  The  magistrats  being  absent  could  get  no  accompt  of  ther  theasaurie 
bookes  save  only  ther  comon  good. 

6.  Sixt  article,  for  malt,  wine  and  brandie,  soe  inconsiderable  the  vent 
therof  that  its  not  worth  the  mentioneing,  ther  being  only  five  firlotts  of  malt 
sold  weekly. 

7.  Ships  they  have  none  nor  ferrie  boats  except  two  fish  boats  which  payes 
nothing  to  the  toune. 

8.  Its  answered  they  have  no  pairt  of  ships,  barks,  or  boats  without  ther 
towne,  ther  being  non  of  them  in  a  conditione. 

9  article,  that  ther  cess  is  payed  by  a  yearly  tax  on  ther  houses  and  borrow 
aikers. 

10.  Ther  ministers  stipend  is  payed  by  the  heretors  of  the  paroch. 

11.  That  ther  publiot  works,  such  as  ther  harbour,  tolbooth,  and  streits  and 
servants  fees  are  all  payed  out  of  the  comon  good. 

12.  The  clerk  declairs  he  cannot  give  ane  accompt  of  the  maills  of  the  towne 
houses. 

1 3.  They  have  neither  weekly  nor  yearly  marcats. 

14.  That  Dirletoune  being  a  burgh  of  barronie  lyes  within  a  mylle  to  them; 
there  are  some  merchants  in  it  but  they  conceave  of  no  great  value. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  condition  of  the  said  burgh,  given  up,  upon 
oath,  by  George  Simsone,  towne  clerk,  to  the  saids  two  visitors,  the  eighteen  day 
of  Aprile  1692  yeai-s,  and  subscrivit  be  him.  Sic  subscrihitur :  Geo.  Simpsone, 
clerk. 

CULLEN.  BUEGH  OF  CuLLEN". 

CuUen  the  first  day  of  September  1691.  The  magistrats  and  toun  councill 
of  Cullen  haveing  mett,  and  haveing  taken  to  ther  consideratione  the  rent, 
revenew,  and  comon  good  of  the  burgh,  that  they  might  [make]  a  just  and  trew 
report  of  the  same  to  John  Muir,  provost  of  Air,  and  Mr  James  Smolet,  provost 
of  Dumbartoune,  oommissionat  by  the  royall  borrowes,  for  surveyeing  the  trade, 
comon  good,  and  state  of  the  haill  royall  burghs  of  the  kingdome,  after  con- 
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sideration  of  ther  records,  the  accompts  of  thir  severall  yeares  bygone  that  have  Appeniiix  III. 
been  made  by  the  theasaurers,  doe  find  thab  ther  few  dutyes,  comon  grass,  and  Bepoets,  1692. 
other  casualities  and  rents  are  as  followes  :  Cullen. 


Accompt  of  the  few  deuties  and  farret  maills  of  the  burgh  of  Cullen. 

LIB.     S.  D. 

16   15  0 

51   19  6 


Imprimis,  the  Earle  of  Eindlater  payes  . 

Item,  Burdsbank  .... 

Item,  James  Lairty  of  Tochieneill 

Item,  Mr  Alexander  Ogilvies  successors  for  Preistfeild 

Item,  James  Howie  for  Taillers  Ruid    . 

Item,  William  Lawties  mortified  lands  . 

Item,  William  Strachan  for  ane  boll  in  the  old  milne 

Item,  William  Gordon  of  Forskain  for  Crowats  green,  castle,  and 

Portnoikies  .... 

Item,  William  Duff  for  orchyeard  and  Downies  croft 
Item,  Patrick  Sanders  for  his  forehouse 
Item,  Muldavit  for  Auchinhall 
Item,  John  Lorimer  for  Dowcroft 
Item,  William  Hall  for  his  kilbarne 
Item,  Thomas  Andersone  for  the  walk  miln 
Item,  William  Ord  for  place  grain 
Item,  Alexander  Raffin  for  his  hous  and  riggs 
Item,  the  custome  of  the  boats  . 
Item,  Richard  Ord  for  his  house 
Item,  Elspeth  Raffin  for  hir  house 
Item,  James  Shand  for  his  house 
Item,  Janet  Cuthbert  for  her  house 
Item,  for  the  towns  mony  gi-ass 


3  4  2 

0  4  4 
3  4  2 

1  3  4 


13  6  8 
0  12  0 
0  6  0 
0  12  0 
0  1 
0     2 

10  13 
0     4 


0 
0 
4 
0 

8     0     0 
5     0     0 

0  3 

1  6 


0  13 
0   13 


Accompt  of  the  publict  burdens  and  debts  resting  be  the  burgh  of  Cullen. 


Item,  for  the  burghs  equei 

Item,  to  the  minister    . 

Item,  to  the  schooUmaster 

Item,  to  the  townes  clerk 

Item,  to  the  officers  fies 

Item,  to  the  drumer 

Item,  to  incident  chairges  yearly  and  to 

for  manageing  ther  affairs 
Item,  for  postage  of  ther  cess  yeirly 
Item,  resting  by  the  burgh  to  Mr  James  Lorimer  by  bond  of 

principall  and  an  wall  rents  .... 


ther  advocats  and  agent 


34 
40 
13 
24 
18 
10 

60 

24 


0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 


24     0     0 


150   12     8 


40     0     0 
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Appendix  III.  Item,  by  the  burgh  oweing  for  borrow  dewes  and  agents  fies        .  48     0     0 

Kepoets,  1692.  Item,  for  ther  commissionars  charges  (blank) 

CULLEN.  ' 

311      6     8 

The  veritie  of  the  above  writtin  accompt  of  charge  and  dischairge  is  attested 
by  us  wndersubscry  veing.  Sic  suhsoribitur :  Eindlater;  John  Baird,  baillie ;  An. 
Craick,  elk. 

BUEGH  OF  LaUDEB. 

Laudee.  Lauder,  the  eighteen  day  of  Aprilej'"  Vf  nyntie  two  yeares.     Compeired  befor 

James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  bailly  of  Aberdeen, 
commissionars  appointed  be  the  royall  borrowes  for  visiting  the  wholl  royall 
burghs  be  south  and  west  Forth,  Alexander  Murray,  present  baillie  of  the  said 
burgh,  with  Charles  Lauder,  clerk  of  the  same,  and  gave  in  ane  accompt  of  ther 
patrimonie  and  comon  good  as  followes: 

1.  First  article,  answered  that  the  visitors  haveing  exactly  considered  the 
theasaurer  books  of  the  said  burgh  from  Michaelmes  1686  to  Michaelmes  1691 
inclusive,  being  fyve  years,  they  find,  comunibus  annis,  the  comon  good  therof  to 
extend  to  575  lib.  17s.  4d.  and  that  the  said  towne  will  be  presently  indebted  in 
the  sowme  of  1200  lib.  or  therby  of  principall  sowmes  and  anwall  rents  preceed- 
ing  the  dait  heirof 

2.  Second  ai'ticle,  answered  that  ther  was  500  marks  mortified  be  George 
Jolly  in  Edinburgh,  the  annwall  rent  quherof  is  payed  punctwally  by  the  toun  to 
the  schooll  master  for  mantaineing  of  poor  schoolars  conform  to  the  will  of  the 
mortifier,  to  the  best  of  ther  knowledge,  and  that  they  have  no  other  mortifica- 
tione  belonging  to  the  toun  or  councill. 

3.  Third  article,  answered  they  are  nowayes  concerned  therin. 

4.  Nor  the  fourth  article. 

5.  Fyfth  article,  answered  that  the  saids  magistrats  have  produced  fyve  years 
theasaurer  bookes  conforme  to  the  ansuer  to  the  first  article,  and  also  have  pro- 
duced the  eiquies  which  amounts  yearly  with  the  clerks  fies  and  drink  monie 
to  14  lib.  Scots  or  therby,  both  which  have  been  considered  by  the  saides  visitors. 

6.  Sixt  article,  answered  to  the  first  pairt  therof  they  have  no  forraigne  trade 
nor  inland  ;  and  as  to  the  second  that  they  vent  and  consum  yeirly  ane  tunn  and 
ane  half  of  wine,  seek  and  brandie;  and  to  the  third  they  will  consum  weekly  four 
bolls  and  thrie  firlotts  or  therby  of  malt. 

7.  Seaventh  article,  answered  they  have  neither  ship,  bark  or  boat  belonging 
to  them  as  haveing  no  sea  port. 

8.  Eight  article,  answered  that  they  are  not  owners  nor  pairtners  of  any 
ships  or  barks  belonging  to  any  burgh  royall  of  barronie  or  regality. 

9.  Nynth  article,  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payd  by  taxatione  on  ther 
inhabitants  of  the  burgh,  borrow  reeds,  and  acres  therto  belonging. 
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10.  Tenth  article,  answered  tliat  the  town  payes  no  pairt  of  the  ministers  Appendix  III. 
stipend,  and  that  the  schoolmaster,  the  publict  servants  and  piiblict  works  of  the  Eeports,  1692. 
said  burgh  are  all  payed  and  mantained  out  of  the  comon  good.  Laudee. 

11.  Elleaventh  article,  answered  by  the  tenth. 

12.  Twelth  article,  answered  that  the  houses  of  the  toun  are  all  possest  by 
ther  herretors  who  inhabit  the  same,  save  some  few  cottar  houses  that  pay  about 
four  pound  yearly  a  piece,  and  that  there  are  two  or  three  of  the  best  houses  pay 
10,  12  or  14  lib.  Scots  yearly  a  piece,  and  that  they  can  give  no  accompt  of  ther 
land  rent  in  gross  nor  have  they  any  stranger  inhabitants. 

1 3.  Thretteen  article,  answered  that  they  have  fyve  yeirly  fairs  and  that  each 
of  them  containoweth  only  the  space  of  one  day,  the  whoU  customes  therof  is  a 
pairt  of  ther  comon  good  and  accordinglie  soe  stated  in  the  first  article. 

14.  Fourteen  article,  answered  that  there  are  no  unfree  burghs  of  barronie 
or  regality  within  ther  precinct,  save  only  Dunce,  Haymouth,  Carelistream,  and 
Coldinghame,  the  trade  whereof  they  reckon  to  be  verie  inconsiderable,  and  as 
to  the  state  of  the  toune  and  rent  of  ther  houses  they  can  give  no  particular 
accompt. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  said  towns  patrimonie  and  state  of  ther 
burgh  in  answer  to  the  above  writtin  articles,  given  up  upon  oath  be  the  saids 
bailKe  and  clerk,  wndersubscryveing,  to  the  saides  visitors,  day  and  dait  forsaid. 
Sic  subscrihitur :  A.  Murray,  baillie  ;  Oh.  Lauder,  elk. 

BUKGH  OF  KiLEENNIE.  PLlLKENNIE. 

Accompt  of  the  comon  good  of  the  toun  of  Kilrennie. 
The  customes  of  their  fair  betuixt  20  and  26  lib.  yearly. 
The  count  of  ther  debts  to  the  kirk  session  with  about  tuentie  years 

an  wall  rent  .  .  .  .  .  .400  marks. 

Also  to  the  poor  seamen  .....  300  marks. 

Item,  to  Mr  Eobert  Cleiland    .....  48  lib. 

At  Kilrennie,  this  seaventeenth  day  of  September  j™  vj°  nyntie  one  yeares. 
Wee  the  magistrats  and  toun  clerk  doth  testifie  the  truth  of  the  above  said 
accompt,  creditor  and  debitor,  and  the  differ  betuixt  the  two  wee  cess  the  inhabi- 
tants for  the  samen  at  convenient  tymes.  Sic  subscrihitur  :  William  Smith, 
baillie,  James  Peacock,  baillie.  Da.  Sympsone,  elk. 

BuEGH  or  Annan.  Annan. 

At  Dumfreise  the  twenty  third  day  of  Aprill  j°  vj°  nyntie  two  years.  Com- 
peired  befor  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie 
of  Aberdeen,  commissionars  appointed  be  the  royall  borrows  for  visiting  the 
wholl  burghs  royall  be  west  and  south  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  theasaurer 
and  clei-k  of  the  burgh  of  Annan,  the  rest  of  the  magistrats  being  either  indis- 
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Appendix  III.  posed  or  absent,  who  gave  in  ana  accompt  of  ther  patrimony  and  comon  good, 
Eeports,  1692.  together  with  ane  answer  to  the  said  visitors  instructions  as  follows  : — 
Annan.  1.  As  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  that  tlier  comon  good  will  amount  to 

about  600  marks  or  therby,  comunibus  annis,  and  that  ther  debts  will  be  betuixt 

5  or  6000  marks  of  principall  quhich  is  resting  be  the  toune  be  bonds,  acts  of 
councill  and  precepts. 

2.  Second  article,  answered  they  have  no  mortificationes  belonging  to 
them. 

3  article,  they  are  not  concerned  therein. 

4  article,  they  are  not  concerned  therein. 

5  article,  answered  that  they  have  no  theasaurers  books  nor  ever  hade  any, 
and  that  ther  eiquies,  besides  ther  clerks  dewes  and  other  casualties,  amounts  to 

6  lib.  Scots. 

6  article,  answered  that  they  have  neither  forraigne  nor  inland  trade  and 
that  they  hade  no  wine  nor  brandie  vented  within  ther  toun  these  fyve  years 
bygone  except  one  hogshead  of  each,  and  that  to  the  best  of  ther  knowledge  they 
vent  and  consume  about  three  bolls  of  malt,  Lithgow  measour,  weekly. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  ships,  barks 
or  boats  belonging  to  them,  except  one  ferrie  boat  over  the  water  of  Annan,  which 
payes  three  pund  sterline  yearly  and  is  a  pairt  of  there  comon  good  as  in  the 
answer  to  the  firet  article. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  owners  or  pairt- 
ners  of  any  ships  or  barks  belonging  either  to  burghs  royall  or  regality  or 
barronie  and  that  they  have  no  trade  with  unfree  burghs. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payed  out  of  the 
comon  good  these  1 5  yeirs  bygone  by  reason  of  the  poverty  of  the  inhabitants 
except  one  year  that  the  inhabitants  were  taxed  therfor. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  there  ministers  stipend  is  payed 
out  of  the  teynds  of  the  wholl  paroch  and  that  ther  precenter  and  all  other  pub- 
lict  seri'ants  are  payed  out  of  the  comon  good. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  uphold  a  fourth 
pairt  of  there  church  out  of  there  comon  good  and  that  all  other  ther  publict 
works  are  mantainit  out  of  the  same. 

12.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  rents  of  their  houses  will 
amount  only  tuixt  twenty  and  four  pounds  yearly. 

13.  As  to  the  thretteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  only  two  fairs 
yearly  and  that  the  same  are  only  of  one  dayes  containwance  and  that  the 
customes  therof  are  reckoned  a  pairt  of  there  comon  good  and  are  most  incon- 
siderable in  respect  of  some  fairs  keept  by  burghs  of  barronie  circumjacent.- 

14.  As  to  the  fourteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  burghs  of 
barronie  and  regalitie,  particularly  Lockerby,  Eckellfechell,  Daltoun,  and  Aple- 
girth,  which  are  verie  prejudiciall  to  them,  and  have  taken  all  there  trade  from 
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them,  a  more  particular  accompt  whereof  ther  commissioner  shall  represent  to  the,  Appendix  ITt. 
nixt  convention  of  borrower.  Eeports,  1692. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  patrimonie,  comon  good,  and  state  of  the  -A-Nnan. 
said  burgh  of  Annan,  with  the  abovementioned  answers  which  are  given  up,  upon 
oath,  by  the  said  theasaurer  and  towne  clei-k  of  the  said  burgh,  the  rest  of  the 
magistrats  being  either  indisposed  or  absent,  who  have  subsoryved  the  samen 
befor  the  saides  visitors  day  and  dait  forsaid.  Sic  suhscribitur  :  Edward  John- 
stoun,  Jo.  Murray,  clerk. 

Burgh  op  Lochmaben.  Loohmaben. 

At  Dumfreise,  the  twenty  third  day  of  Aprill  j"  vj°  and  nyntie  two  yeares. 
Compeared  befor  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker, 
baillie  of  Aberdeen,  commissioners  appointed  be  the  rojall  borrowes  for  visiting 
the  wholl  burghs  royall  be  south  and  west  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  magis- 
trats of  Lochmaben,  who  gave  in  ane  accompt  of  their  patrimonie  and  comon  good, 
together  with  ane  answer  to  the  saides  instruotiones  as  followes  : — 

1.  As  to  the  first  article,  its  answered  that  ther  comon  good  amounts  to 
fourty  pownds  Scots,  comunihus  annis,  and  that  they  have  no  debt. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  mortificationes. 

3.  As  to  the  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned  therein. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  it  is  answei'ed  that  they  are  not  concerned  in  this, 
haveing  no  seaport. 

6.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  never  hade  any  theasaurers 
bookes,  and  that  ther  comon  good  is  stated  in  ther  compt  books,  and  that  ther 
eiquies,  etc.,  extends  to  10  lib.  Scots. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  it  is  answered  that  [they  have]  neither  forraigne 
nor  inland  trade,  lyeing  at  a  great  distance  from  any  seaport,  and  that  they  vent 
no  French  wines,  seek  or  brandy,  and  that  they  consume  about  fyve  firlotts  of 
malt,  Lithgow  measour,  weekly. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  ships,  barks  or 
boats  belonging  to  them. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  ownei-s  nor  pairt- 
ners  belonging  either  to  burghs  royall  of  regalitie  or  barronie,  and  that  they  have 
no  trade  with  unfree  burghs. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payed  by  a  taxa- 
tion on  ther  inhabitants  and  herretors  of  ther  houses  and  borrow  acres. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  ministers  stipend  is 
payed  out  of  the  fceinds  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  burgh  and  jjarish,  and  that 
the  schoolmaster  is  payed  by  the  heretors  of  the  parooh  and  all  other  ther  publict 
servants  are  payed  out  of  the  comon  good. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  publict 
works  to  man  tain. 

2  4  O 
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Appendix  III.  12.    As  to  the  twelth  article,  it  is  answered  that  the  greatest  pairt  of  ther 

Reports,  1692.  houses  are  uninhabited  and  that  the  rents  thei-of  are  from  foure  pound  to  twentie 
LocHMABEN.      pownds  arid  that  they  have  no  stranger  inhabitants  in  ther  burgh. 

13.  As  to  the  threttein  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  neither  yearly 
nor  weekly  marcats  since  the  erection  of  the  burghs  of  barronies  and  regalities,  but 
that  tliey  hade  formerly  three  fairs,  and  that  ther  customes  would  amount  to  30  lib. 

14.  As  to  the  fourteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  there  are  sewerall 
burghs  of  barronie  and  regality  within  ther  precinct,  viz.,  Moffat,  Locharby, 
Applegirth,  Achilfechin,  Daltoun,  Eiwan  and  Durnoch,  which  ai-e  prejudiciall  to 
there  trade  and  publict  fairs  and  hath  occasioned  a  totall  decay  amongst  them. 

This  is  the  trew  acoompt  of  the  stat  and  comon  good  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Lochmaben,  in  answer  to  the  abovewrittin  articles,  which  are  given  up  by  the 
provost  and  baillies  of  the  said  burgh,  ther  towne  clerk  being  absent,  wndersub- 
scryveing,  to  the  saids  visitors,  day,  dait  and  place  forsaid.  Sic  suhscribitur : 
Alexr.  Johnstoun,  provost,  Thomas  Johnstoun,  baillie.  JSTota,  Thomas  Johnstoun, 
the  other  baillie  cannot  subscrvye. 

Sanquhar.  Burgh  OF  Sanquhar. 

At  Dumfreise,  the  twentie  third  day  of  Aprill  j"  vj°  and  nyntie  two  years. 
Compeired  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  bailly  of 
Aberdeen,  commissionars  appoynted  by  the  royall  boiTowes  for  visiting  the  whoU 
burghs  royall  be  south  and  west  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  magistrats  of  the 
burgh  of  Sanchar,  who  gave  in  ane  accompt  of  ther  pafcrimonie  and  comon  good, 
with  ther  answer  to  the  saides  visitors  instructions  as  folio wes  : — 

1.  First  article,  answered  that  ther  comon  good  amounts  only  to  fourteen 
pound  four  shillings  and  eight  pennies  Scots  and  that  ther  debts  amounts  to  two 
liundreth  pound  Scots  of  principall. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  mortificationes. 

3.  As  to  the  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned  therein. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  concerned  therin, 
haveing  no  seaport. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  theasaurers  bookes, 
ther  comon  good  being  soe  inconsiderable,  and  that  ther  eiquies  extends  yearly 
with  ther  clerks  dewes  and  other  casualities  to  fourteen  pounds. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  forraigne  trade, 
and  that  their  inland  trade  consists  only  of  some  few  sheeps  skins,  butter  and 
cheese,  and  few  merchants  goodes  from  Edinburgh,  and  that  they  vent  no  French 
wynes  nor  seek  but  a  little  brandie,  and  that  they  consume  about  two  bolls  of 
malt  weekly. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  tliey  have  no  ships,  bai-ks 
or  boats  belonging  to  them. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  neither  are  owners   nor 
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pairtners  of  ships  belonging  either  to  burghs  royall,  of  regality  or  barronie,  nor  are  Appendix  III. 
they  concerned  in  trade  with  unfree  burghs.  Reports,  1692. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  pay  cess  by  a  taxation  on  Sanquhar. 
ther  inhabitants  for  ther  houses  and  borrow  acres. 

1 0.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  minister  is  payed  out  of 
the  teynds  of  the  paroch  wherof  ther  land  payes  a  pairt  effeirand  to  ther  teiud  ; 
ther  schoollraaster  is  mantained  according  to  the  number  of  schoolars  by  weekly 
intertainment  from  ther  respective  parents,  besides  twelve  pound  yearly  of  fie 
laid  on  by  stent  on  ther  lands;  the  rest  of  the  publict  servants  are  payed  by  stent 
on  ther  inhabitants. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  all  ther  publict  works  are 
mantainit  by  tax  on  themselves. 

12.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  its  answered  that  the  rest  of  ther  houses  will  be 
of  rent  betuixt  fourty  and  fyfty  shillings  Scots  inclusive  ;  no  strangers  in  ther  burgh. 

13.  As  to  the  thretteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  thrie  yearly 
fairs  of  one  dayes  containwance,  and  that  ther  customes  are  contained  in  ther 
comon  good  as  in  the  first  article. 

14.  As  to  the  fourteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  surrounded  with 
burghs  of  barronie  and  regality  whois  retaill  of  staple  goodes  destroyes  totally 
ther  trade. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  toun  of  Sanquhars  patrimonie  and  oomon 
good  in  answer  to  the  above  writtin  queries  which  are  given  up,  upon  oath,  by 
the  saids  undersubscryveing  to  the  saides  visitors  day  and  date  forsaid.  Sic  suh- 
scribitur  :  Ro.  Park,  baillie,  Alex.  Creitchtoune,  baillie. 

Burgh  of  Dingwall. 

Ane  trew  accompt  and  representatione  of  the  circumstance  and   condition  of  Dingwall. 
the  burgh  of  Dingwall,  faithfullie  given  up  and  subscrived  be  the  magistrats  therof 
to  the  commissionars  appointed  be  the  royall  borrowes  to  visit  the  conditione  of 
the  northern  burghs  of  this  kingdorae. 

Imprimis,  that  the  said  burgh  lies  no  kind  of  publict  good  belonging  to  it,  by 
reasone  ther  predecessores  did  few  and  sell  the  litle  thing  they  hade  many  years 
for  payment  of  ther  publict  debts,  soe  that  all  that  now  remains  is  only  twenty 
nyne  poundes  Scots  of  few  deuties,  wherof  the  toun  clerk  gets  twenty  pounds 
yearly  of  sallary. 

2.  Their  was  never  any  mortificatione  within  the  said  burgh. 

3.  The  said  burgh  hes  no  trade,  by  reason  there  is  not  a  man  amongst  [them]  of 
that  stock  as  to  ventur  abroad,  soe  that  anything  they  are  able  to  vent  is  bought 
from  the  adjacent  burghs,  Invernes  and  Elgine,  nor  is  ther  any  hopes  tliat  ther 
can  be  any  trading  in  the  said  burgh  by  reasone  of  the  burghs  of  barronie  and 
regality  erected  about  it,  such  as  the  burgh  of  barronie  of  Alnes,  within  sex 
myles  be  east  it,  the  burgh  of  barrony  of  Ochterneid  belonging  to  the  Visecount 
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Appendix  III.  of  Tarbat  within  two  mylls  be  west  it,  the  burgh  of  barronie  of  Contan  belong! n,;:; 
Repokts,  1692.  to  Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie  of  CouU  within  three  mylls  be  west  it,  (which  burgh 
DiNQWALL.  of  Contan  intercepts  all  the  trHde  the  said  bui-gh  wes  wont  to  have  with  the 
highlanders,  the  burgh  of  barronie  of  Bewlie  belonging  to  the  lord  Lovat-within 
four  mylls  south  west  of  it,  the  burgh  of  barronie  of  Kedcastle  belonging  to  the 
laird  of  Eedcastle  within  three  mylls  be  south  it,  and  the  burgh  of  barronie  of 
Coulbockie  belonging  to  the  laird  of  Findon  within  two  mylls  south  east  of  it, 
everie  one  of  whicli  burghs  except  that  of  Ochterneeds  have  for  the  tyme  ther 
shopes  and  vent  als  much  comodity  as  the  burgh  of  Dingwall. 

4.  The  said  burgh  lies  no  tolbooth  nor  bridge  nor  are  they  able  to  build 
any ;  upon  all  which  aocorapts  the  herretors  and  inhabitants  are  obleidged  to  man- 
tain  the  liberty  of  the  burgh  and  forced  to  stent  themselves  and  ther  land  for 
payment  of  ther  cess,  outtreiking  of  a  commissioner  to  the  parliament,  conven- 
tiones  of  esteats  and  borrowes,  ther  eiquies  and  missive  dewes,  to  pay  the  maillof 
ane  house  hyred  for  a  tolbooth  and  a  stipend  to  ther  schoolmaster  and  to .  defray 
all  other  contingencie,s. 

5.  The  said  burgh  lies  no  publiot  debt,  because  they  will  not  get  credit,  ther 
being  no  visible  way  how  creditors  could  be  payed  by  ther  publict ;  and,  lastly, 
this  being  the  conditione  of  the  said  burgh  it  is  visible  they  most  of  necessity 
quyt  and  resigne  ther  priviledges  unless  the  royal!  borrowes  fall  upon  some  way 
for  ther  support,  which  the  magistrats  and  councill  humblie  intreat  the  saids 
commissionars  may  represent  to  the  royall  borrowes  at  ther  first  meeting, 
especiallie  for  ane  ease  to  them  in  the  taxt  roll,  without  which  it  may  easily 
appear  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  send  a  commissioner  to  either  parliament 
or  conventione.  In  testimonie  wherof,  subscrived  at  Dingwall,  the  last  day  of 
August  j™  vj"^  and  nyntie  one  yeai'es.  Sic  suhscrihitur :  Ronald  Bay ne,  provost; 
Don.  Dingwall,  baillie  ;   Ken.  Mackenzie,  baillie  ;  Jo.  Cameron,  clerk. 

BUKGH  OP  QUEENSFERRY. 

QuEENSFEEET.  Edinburgh,  the  seaventeen  day  of  May  j™  vj'^  and  nyntie  two  yeares.  Com- 
peired  befor  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker,  baillie  of 
Aberdeen,  commissionars  appointed  be  the  royall  borrows  for  visiting  the  wholl 
royall  burghs  be  west  and  south  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  bailly  of  the 
burgh  of  Queensferrie,  the  rest  of  the  magistrats  and  toun  clerk  being  absent, 
who  gave  in  ane  accompt  of  ther  patrimonie  and  comon  good,  together  with  ane 
answer  to  the  rest  of  the  saids  visitors  instructiones  as  followes  : 

1 .  As  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  comon  good  extends  to  two 
hundreth  fyfteen  powud  nine  shillings  and  two  pence  Scots  and  they  are  oweing 
two  hundreth  marks  of  principall  by  bond. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  an.swered  that  they  have  no  mortifications 
belonginfl;  to  theiii. 
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3.  As   to    the   third    article,   it    is    answered    that  they  are    not  concerned  Appendix  III. 
tlierin.  ■Bepoets,1692. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  it  is   answered    that   they  are   not    concerned  Queeksfekkt. 
therin  haveing  a  bay  for  ther  harbour. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  keep  no  theasaui-ers  books 
but  adjust  ther  accompts  annwally  and  ther  charge  and  discharge  is  for  the  most 
pairt  eg^uall;  ther  exchequer  eiquies  is  with  clerks  and  other  dewes  the  sowme  of 
thretteen  pounds  Scots  which  is  annwally  payed. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  export  is  verie  inconsider- 
able, consisting  mostly  of  coalls  which  the  merchants  of  Edinburgh  and  others 
layes  in  for  tlier  oun  accompt  ;  ther  import  consists  of  some  Norway  trade  and 
some  from  Holland,  as  the  masters  and  others  have  occationeto  imploy  ther  stocks, 
the  particular  value  wherof  they  cannot  condescend  on  ;  and  ther  inland  trade  and 
retain  is  also  very  inconsiderable  ;  and  that  [for]  three  yeares  bygone  they  have 
hade  no  consumptione  of  French  wines  and  not  above  a  tunn  yearly  for  the  two 
yeares  preceeding  these,  and  a  verie  small  and  inconsiderable  quantity  of  seek  or 
brandie,  and  that  they  cannot  condescend  on  ther  consumptione  of  malt  in  regaird 
they  have  no  milns  nor  impost  upon  ale. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  seaven  ships 
belonging  to  them  betuixt  ane  hundretli  and  ane  hunder  and  twenty  tunns  the 
piece,  the  value  of  which  wee  cannot  condescend  on,  and  ane  open  boat  for  carrie- 
ing  coalls  and  stone,  which  ships  are  of  the  most  pairt  imployed  by  the  merchants 
of  Edinburgh. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  [have]  two  sixteen  pairts  of 
two  ships  the  masters  wherof  are  burgars  of  a  royall  burgh  and  no  other  wayes 
concerned  in  trade  with  any  unfree  burghs. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payed  by  tax  on 
ther  inhabitants. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  ministers  locall  stipend 
is  four  hundreth  marks,  which  is  payed  by  taxatione  and  pew  mailles,  and  ther 
schoolmaster  hath  fourtie  pound  out  of  the  comon  good  and  twelve  pound  by  a 
mortificatione ;  all  other  ther  publiot  servants  are  payed  out  of  ther  comon  good. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  all  ther  publict  works  are 
supported  out  of  the  touns  comon  good  save  ther  church  which  is  mantained  out 
of  its  own  pious  revenewes. 

12.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  it  is  answered  that  there  are  many  of  ther 
houses  unhabited,  and  a  full  rentall  of  them  shall  be  given  in  by  ther  commis- 
sioner to  the  nixt  conventione  of  borrowes,  and  that  they  have  no  stranger 
inhabitants. 

I  3.  As  to  the  thretteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  one  yearly  fair 
of  one  daves  containwance  and  tuo  weekly  marcats  whose  customes  are  inconsider- 
able and  stated  as  pairt  of  ther  comon  good  in  answer  to  the  first  article. 
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Appendix  III.  14.   As  to  the  fourteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  precinct 

Reports,1692.  without  themselves. 

QuEENSFEURT.         15.  As  to  the  fyfteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  tber  burgers  freedomes, 
fynes,  &c.  are  inconsiderable  and  reckoned  as  pairt  of  ther  comon  good. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  state  and  conditione  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Queehsferrie,  in  answer  to  the  above  mentioned  instructiones,  as  it  is  given  up  by 
the  said  baillie,  undersubscryveing,  who  declairs  the  same  to  be  the  autheutick 
relatione  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge,  to  the  saids  visitors,  day  and  date  forsaid. 
Sic  suhscribitur :  .To.  Kinnaird,  baillie. 

Nota.  Its  to  be  remembered  that  ther  is  omitted  of  the  first  article  of  the  debts 
ten  pounds  Scots  they  pay  yearly  to  the  burgh  of  Linlithgow.  As  also  its  to  be 
remembered  that  the  commissionars  charges  to  parliaments,  conventiones  of  bor- 
rows, transporting  of  should iers  and  other  contingencies  lyes  he.tvie  on  them  and 
is  much  more  then  ther  comon  good  will  discharge. 

BUEGH  OF  FOETEOSE. 

FoRTROSE.  Information  by  the  magistrats  and  clerk  of  the  united  burghs  of  Fortrose  and 

Eosemarky,  by  act  of  parliament  and  the  Kings  chartour,  under  the  great  seall,  of 
old  and  lately  ratified  in  parliament,  anno  1661  yeares,  now  both  called  be  the  said 
chartour  and  ratificationethe  burgh  of  Fortrose,  and  which  as  toFortross  was  called 
the  chanonrie  of  Ross,  being  the  bisliop  and  chanons  seat,  to  the  commissionars 
now  at  Invei-nes,  appointed  be  the  honourable  members  and  commissionars  of  the 
haill  royall  borrowes  of  the  kingdome  of  Scotland  for  visiting  the  northern  bor- 
rowes  and  takeing  ane  account  of  ther  comon  good,  debts  and  mortificationes  (and 
of  ther  trade  if  any  were)  and  be  the  saids  visitors  sua  appointed  to  be  reported 
to  the  next  general  conventione  of  the  borrowes  to  meet  and  sitt  at  the  burgh  of 
Dundie. 

1.  The  said  burgh  of  Fortrose  (united  ut  supra)  have  no  trade  by  mer- 
chandizeing  nor  never  hade  that  wee  know  or  can  learne  of,  being  but  a  litle 
village  and  formerly  a  kirk  toune  or  the  bishop  and  chanons  seatt,  the  few  cramers 
or  chopkeepers  therin  did  not  heirtofor  nor  does  not  now  export  or  import  any 
merchant  vair,  victwall,  or  any  thing  els  of  whatsomeverkynd,  be  sea  or  land,  that 
we  know  or  can  hear  of,  except  some  litle  salt,  iron,  litts,  spices,  and  such  small 
comudities  that  the  saids  few  merchants  bring  from  Invernes,  Findliorne,  and 
Elgin  ;  and  they  are  not  able  to  doe  otherwayes,  for,  to  the  best  of  our  skill  and 
knowledge,  these  in  Fortrose  called  merchants  are  not  intrinsique  value,  including 
ther  chops  and  what  they  have  in  them,  worth  tuo  hundretli  pownd  sterlin,  and 
tuixt  the  one  of  the  year  and  the  other  and  tuixt  ther  credit  and  stock  they  doe 
not  vair  and  buy  to  the  extent  and  value  of  the  said  sowme,  ther  being  but  four 
of  them  in  number,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  are  but  shoo  makers, 
skinners,  wivers,  taillors  and  husbandmen  laboureing  the  ground, and  suchlyck  poor 


Convention  of  Royal  Burghs.  663 

men  and  trades,  whose  poverty  wee  are  ashamed  to  inform;  and  for  further  clear-  Appendix  IIT. 
ing  of  thus  the  informers  appeall  to  the  good  town  and  magistrats  of  Invernes  Reports,  1692. 
ther  nixt  neighbours.  Fortkose. 

2*°-  As  to  comon  good,  the  burgh  of  Fortrose,  of  old  called  the  chanonrie  of 
Eoss,  have  no  comon  good  under  the  sunn,  in  less  or  more,  to  walk  and  work  upon, 
except  the  custome  of  their  tuo  marcats  which  some  years  yields  ane  hundreth 
marks  effectwally  and  no  more  and  some  years  less,  and  of  that  the  magistrats 
gives  ther  clerk  thretie  pownd  Scots  of  fie  and  fourtie  pownd  to  their  schoolmaster, 
and  when  the  custome  mony  is  defFective  any  year  for  payment  of  the  said  two 
what  is  wanting  to  them,  with  their  officers  fies,  is  imposed  on  the  inhabitants, 
together  with  the  Kings  cess,  per  annum,  by  way  of  stent.  The  said  burgh,  of  old 
called  the  chanonrie,  have  no  lands,  houses  or  yeards  holden  in  libera  hurgagio  de 
regie  or  few  of  the  magistrats  th.eroi  sed  e  contra  all  holden  of  the  seea,  bishops 
and  channons  of  Ross,  when  existing,  and  now  of  ther  Majesties  Jwre  corone,  and 
who  get  the  haill  few  deuties,  &c.,  dew  and  payable  furth  of  these  lands,  houses  and 
yairds,  and  it  was  ever  soe  since  the  foundatione  of  the  bishoprick  and  by  all 
appearance  will  hold  soe,  by  which  the  poor  burgh  lies  no  help  that  way  by  way  of 
the  comon  good  ;  and  when  cess,  outrig  of  whatsomever  kynd,  the  dewes  of  I'oyall 
burrowes  and  missives  dewes  and  other  publict  contingencies  occurrs  to  be  payed, 
there  is  no  way  for  it  but  allwayes  to  stent  the  inhabitants  by  the  pole  or  pro 
capita,  which  as  to  tymes  past  and  upon  the  accompt  the  heavie  burdenes  that 
occurred,  made  sixteen  families  if  not  more  remove  of  the  place  to  the  countrey, 
being  brock,  and  the  rest  lyck  to  go  that  way  for  that  same  cause,  and  which  may 
be  evidently  seen  by  the  stent  roll  imposed  for  payment  of  the  present  Lambas 
cess  heirwith  sent  to  the  saids  visitors  to  be  seen  and  considered,  wherein  tliere 
are  several  persons  stented  that  ly  ve  on  the  charitie  of  the  church  and  other  good 
people,  whereof  wee  are  ashamed  to  condescend.  As  to  the  old  burgh  of  Eosemarky, 
its  trew  that  ther  is  lands  and  houses  there  holden  in  libero  hurgagio  de  regie  to 
the  extent  of  three  or  four  hunder  pounds  Scots,  highly  racked,  and  that  valued 
rent  is  incorporat  with  the  sbyre  and  payes  in  there  cess  with  them  anwally  and 
did  soe  since  the  year  1638  that  the  troubles  beginne  and  burdens  laid  on  be  way 
of  monethly  maintainance  and  cess,  and  by  all  appearance  will  containow  soe,  by 
which  the  poor  united  burghs  have  no  help  that  no  not  of  litle  of  their  own  lands 
since  the  shire  keeps  be  it  and  maks  the  cess  practicable  in  payment  majori  vj, 
which  in  good  Scots  terms  may  be  called  quartering,  and  not  only  in  cess  but  in  all 
other  publict  outrique,  such  as  leavies  to  horse  and  foot,  corne  and  strae,  &c.,  since 
the  poor  burgh  is  not  in  conditione  because  off  their  poverty  to  daker  with  the 
shire  for  remead.  And  in  that  towne  of  Eosemarkie  wherein  there  is  no  mer- 
chant or  trafficquer  in  that  station  and  but  few  inhabitants,  such  as  suttarmen, 
husbandmen  and  wyvers,  they  allwayes  [stent]  the  inhabitants  for  ther  proportione 
of  the  said  cess  and  all  publict  burdenes  as  those  in  chanonrie  doe  on  all  occasiones 
and  as  their  stent  roll  sent  to  the  visitors  will  sufficiently  clear. 
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Affendix  III.  3.   The  magistrats  and  coiincill  of  the  saids  united  burghs  owes  debt  upon  the 

Reforts,  1692.  publict  accompt  of  the  place,  there  is  no  doubt  of  it,  for  they  owe  and  are  resting 
FoETKOSE.  upon  that  head  eight  hunder  jjound  Scots  if  not  more  and  no  way  wnder  heaven 
to  pay  it  unless  the  inhabitants  be  stented,  which  dare  not  be  medled  with  in 
this  junctur  of  tyme  for  fear  the  most  of  them  runu  away,  and  therfor  as  that 
npon  annwallrent  payeing  in  hopes  of  better  tymes,  and  that  the  honourable 
royall  borrowes  will  have  pittie  on  the  poor  place  and  take  their  conditione 
wnder  consideratione  by  giveing  help  one  way  and  easeing  of  them  as  to  their 
present  proportion  in  the  taxt  roll,  otherwayes  there  willbe  noe  magistracie  heir, 
the  people  and  inhabitants  will  runn  away  and  no  face  of  a  burgh  kept  up  at 
Fortress,  by  all  appearance  ;  and  [it  has  been]  with  great  difficulty  thir  sewerall 
years  past  that  magistrats  was  gott  to  wndergo  that  charge,  and  for  fear  of  the 
chairge  and  trouble  occurreing  thereby  seweralls  that  were  fittest  to  undergoe  the 
office  left  the  place  and  went  to  leive  in  the  countrey  ut  supra. 

4'°  The  united  burghs  of  chanonrie  and  Fortross  have  no  mortificationes 
nor  ever  hade.  As  to  monie  victwall  or  any  else  belonging  to  them  or  at  the  dis- 
posall  of  the  magistrats,  except  the  annwallrents  of  1000  marks  left  by  the  late 
Alexander  Mackenzie  of  Coull  to  the  poor  of  chanonrie  and  be  the  magistrats 
there  for  the  tyme  to  be  manadged  and  distrilDuted  for  the  end  mortified,  its 
trew  that  the  lait  Barbara  countes  dowager  of  Seaforth  mortified  ane  chalder 
victwall  yeirly,  and  the  lait  Bishop  Patersone  of  Ross  the  annwall  rent  of  fyve 
hundreth  marks  yearly  also  to  the  poor  of  chanonrie,  and  both  mortifiers  left  the 
minister  and  elders,  including  the  magistrates  of  chanonrie,  for  the  pairt  of  Bishop 
Patersone,  to  be  patrons,  manadgers  and  distributors  of  the  said  mortified  victwall 
and  mony,  and  these  mortificationes  being  sacred  in  themselves  cannot  be  any 
help  to  the  burgh  sed  e  contra  most  be  applyed  for  the  end  and  use  proposed  and 
mortified  and  noe  other  way. 

5.  Upon  all  these  considerationes  the  burgh  and  inhabitants  thereof  being 
soe  mean  and  miserable  and  their  condition  deplorable,  could  not  heirtofoir  give 
punctwall  attendance  to  parliaments,  conventions  of  esteats,  or  to  the  convention 
of  the  royall  borrowes,  aither  particular  or  generall,  yeit  thej'  sent  to  sewerall 
parliaments  and  conventions  of  lait  for  resigning  ther  priviledges  as  a  burgh 
and  for  getting  themselves  expunged  as  a  burgh  royall,  to  be  freed  and  quyt  of 
ther  unsupportable  trouble  and  burdens,  though  heirtofore  their  intention  took 
no  effect,  but  if  now  the  royall  borrowes  doe  not  considder  the  condition  of  the 
said  place  and  inhabitants  thereof  as  to  all  what  [is]  said,  and  therein  give  them 
help  and  ease,  the  poor  burgh  will  represent  itself  when  occasione  offers  and  resigne 
ut  supra,  and  if  not  accepted,  certainly  we  tliiuk  there  will  be  no  magistrats  in 
Fortross  and  all  the  people  or  most  of  them  will  leave  the  place  and  cannot  other- 
wayes doe  rehus  ut  nunc  stantibus. 

Fortrose,  the  twentie  nynth  day  of  August,  j™  vj°  and  nyntie  one  yeares 
what  [is]  represented  in  this  sheet  of  peaper  and  fyve  articles  sett  downe  therin  in 
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behalf  of  the  said  burgh  and  inhabitants  therof,  is  attested  to  be  of  verity  by  us.  Appendix  III. 
Sic  suhscribitur  :  E.  Innes,  provost  ;  Alexr.  Speidieman,  baillie ;  Androw  Millar,  Eepokts,  1692. 
baillie ;   David    MacCulloch,   counseller ;     Da.  Moniepennie,   counciller ;     Geo. 
Graham,  counciller  j  Mr  Hugh  Dallas,  elk. 

Burgh  of  Kintoie.  Kintoib. 

Ane  accompt  of  the  comon  good  of  the  burgh  of  Kintoir. 
Imprimis,  the  said  burgh  hes  of  comon  good  payed  to  them,  yeirly,  40  lib.  Scots. 

Dischairge  of  the  comon  good. 
Imprimis,  ther  is  payed  out  of  the  said  soume  to  the  schooUmaster  the  soume  of 

20  lib.  yeirly. 
Item,  to  the  clerk  the  sowme  of  twelve  pound  yeirlj'. 
Item,  there  is  paid  for  mantainence  of  the  bridge  and  for  defending  the  river  of 

Done  of  the  toun,  yeirly,  the  sowme  of  eight  powndes. 
The  said  burgh  hes  no  mortifications  nor  marcats. 
Item,  the  said  burgh  hes  no  trade  in  merchandizeing,  and  that  all  impositiones 

that  are  laid  upon  the  said  burgh  is  payed  of  the  land  rent  in  the  said  burgh. 
Debts  resting  be  the  said  burgh. 
Imprimis,  the  said  burgh  is  justly  resting  to  the  Earle  of  Kintoir  the  sowme  of 

1000  lib.  debursed  be  him  upon  the  towns  accompt. 
Item,  ther  is  resting  be  the  same  burgh  to  sewerall  persones  the  sowme  of  800 

marks    Scots   which     they    borrowed     to     repair   the   church    which     wes 

altogether  ruinous. 
Item,  for  repairing  of  the  schoolhouse  the  sowme  of  ane  hundreth  marks  Scots 

monie. 
In  testimonie  of  the  verity  of  the  haill  premissis,  thir  presents  are  subsorivit 
be  one  of  the  baillies  and  towne  clerk  of  the  said  burgh,  at  Kintoir,  the  [blank] 
day   of  [blank]  j™   vj°  and  nynty  one   yeares.     Sic  suhscribitur:  Rob.   Bruce, 
baillie ;  Mr  G.  Scot,  baillie  and  clerk. 

Burgh  of  Innerueie.  Inneeueie. 

At  Innerurie,  the  fifth  day  of  September  j"  vj"  and  nyntie  one  yeares. 
The  accompt  of  the  comon  good  and  debts  of  the  towne  of  Innerurie  given 
up  to  the  visitors  appointed  be  the  royall  borrowes,  viz. 
The  few  deuties  of  the  said  burgh  .... 

The  custome  of  ther  fairs  is       . 

Discharge. 
To  the  clerk     ...••■• 
To  the  schoolmaster  and  for  precenter    .... 
Item,  to  the  laird  of  Craigiewar  of  few  for  teynds  yearly 
Item,  for  mantaineing  the  bulwork  to  keep  off  the  river  of  Don 

from  the  church    .  .  ■  -  •  .  20     0      0 
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Appendix  III.   Item,  for  the  equies  yeirly  .  .  .  •  .13     0     0 

Reports,  1692.  Item,  the  annwall  rent  of  1200  marks  which  they  are  dew  to  the 

iNNERURiE.  Earle  of  Kintoir,  Glenkindie  and  others  is  .  .  48     0     0 

The  difference  betuixt  the  charge  and  discharge  they  pay  the  samen  by  cess 
upon  ther  land  rent ;  and  this  the  magistrats  and  toun  clerk  declair  to  be  of  a  truth, 
upon  oath,  day  and  place  forsaid.  Sic  subscribitur:  John  Andersone,  baillie  ;  John 
Ferguson,  baillie  ;  Mr  Geo.  Scot,  towne  clerk. 

Stranraer.  Bukgh  OF  STRANRAER. 

Stanraei-,  the  twenty  seaventh  day  of  Aprill,  j™  vj"  and  nyntie  two  years. 
Compeired  befor  James  Fletcher,  provost  of  Dundie,  and  Alexander  Walker, 
baillie  of  Aberdeen,  commissionars  appointed  be  the  royall  borrowes,  for  visiting 
the  wholl  burghs  royall  be  west  and  south  the  river  of  Forth,  the  present  magis- 
trats and  towne  clerk  of  Stanraer,  who  gave  in  ane  accompt  of  ther  patrimony 
and  comon  good,  together  with  ane  answer  to  the  saids  visitors  instructions,  as 
followes  : — 

1.  A.S  to  the  first  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  comon  good  amounts  to, 
yearly,  143  lib.  16  s.  8  d.  and  that  ther  debts  amounts  to  two  thousand  and  five 
hundreth  marks  of  principall,  the  anwallrent  wherof  is  payed  by  a  tax  on  the 
inhabitants. 

2.  As  to  the  second  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  mortifications 
belonging  to  them. 

3.  As  to  the  third  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  nowayes  concerned 
therein. 

4.  As  to  the  fourth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  a  sufficient  harbour 
of  ther  own  if  they  hade  any  trade. 

5.  As  to  the  fyfth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  theasaurers  books, 
in  regaird  ther  comon  good  is  soe  inconsiderable,  and  that  they  have  produced 
ther  court  books  to  the  saides  visitors  for  instructing  ther  roups  as  in  answer  to 
the  first  article,  and  that  ther  equeis  with  clerks  and  other  dewes  amounts  to 
twenty  pounds  Scots. 

6.  As  to  the  sixt  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  forraigne  trade 
and  that  ther  inland  trade  is  most  inconsiderable,  and  by  retaill  of  goodes  they 
bring  from  Glasgow,  Air,  Greenock  and  Kilmarnock,  from  which  last  they  buy 
only  knives  and  bonnets,  &c.,  and  that  they  will  sell  about  seaven  hundreth  sheep 
skins  which  they  vent  to  the  nearest  royall  burghs  and  buyes  the  same  in  the 
countrey,  and  that  they  have  vented  these  fy  ve  years  bygone  about  a  half  tunn  of 
wine,  three  last  years  wherof  they  have  sold  none,  and  that  they  vent  about  half  a 
hogshead  of  seek  and  a  butt  of  brandie  yearly,  and  that  they  consum  about  ten 
bolls  of  malt,  Lithgow  measour,  weekly. 

7.  As  to  the  seaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  ships,  barks 
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or  ferrie  boats,  only  four  small  boats  they  used  to  imploy  in  ther  herring  fishing,  Appendix  III. 
since  the  decay  whereof  they  have  lyen  useless  ;  and  that  they  have  no  trade  for  Eefoets,  1692 
shiping,  the  inhabitants  being  poor.  Stbankaeb. 

8.  As  to  the  eight  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  are  not  owners  nor  pairt- 
ners  of  any  ships  or  barks  belonging  to  burghs  royall,  of  regality  or  barronie,  nor 
are  they  concerned  in  matter  of  trade  with  unfree  burgh es. 

9.  As  to  the  nynth  article,  it  is  answered  that  ther  cess  is  payed  by  a  tax  on 
ther  inhabitants. 

10.  As  to  the  tenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  pay  yearly  to  their 
minister  four  hundreth  markes  and  four  bolls  of  meall,  for  which  ther  inhabi- 
tants are  taxed,  and  that  the  schoolmaster  and  precenter  hath  two  hundreth 
marks  yeirly  out  of  ther  comon  good,  and  that  all  other  there  publict  servants  are 
payed  by  a  taxation  on  their  inhabitants. 

11.  As  to  the  elleaventh  article,  it  is  answered  that  all  ther  publict  works, 
commissioners  charges  to  parliament  and  conventiones,  and  others  contained  in 
the  said  article,  are  all  payed  and  mantainit  by  a  tax  on  ther  inhabitants. 

12.  As  to  the  twelth  article,  that  the  two  pairts  of  the  tenements  of  the 
towne  belongs  to  herretors  in  the  countrey,  and  that  the  rent  of  ther  houses 
will  extend  tuixt  thretie  pownd  and  fourtie  shillinges  Scots,  and  that  they  have 
no  stranger  inhabitants. 

13.  As  to  the  thretteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  two  yearly 
fairs,  each  of  one  dayes  containwance,  and  that  they  [have]  a  weekly  flesh  marcat 
from  the  first  of  November  to  the  first  of  January  and  no  longer,  and  that  the 
customes  of  both  are  a  pairt  of  their  comon  good  and  soe  stated  in  answer  to 
there  first  article. 

14.  As  to  the  fourteenth  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  only  one 
burgh  of  barronie  within  ther  precinct,  called  Portpatrick,  which  does  nowayes 
prejudge  them  as  haveing  noe  trade. 

15.  As  to  the  fyfteen  article,  it  is  answered  that  they  have  no  casuall  comon 
good. 

This  is  the  trew  accompt  of  the  state  and  conditione  of  the  said  burgh  of 
Stanraer,  in  answer  to  the  abovewrittin  instructions,  as  it  is  given  up,  upon  oath, 
by  the  saides  magisti-ats  and  towne  clerk  of  the  said  burgh  to  the  saides  visitors, 
day  and  dait  forsaid.  Witness  ther  subscriptions  of  thir  presents.  Sic  subscri- 
bitur :  Pa.  Paterson,  provost ;  Pat.  Kennedie,  baillie  j  Hervie,  baillie ;  J. 
Patersone,  clerk. 

Note  of  the  Bruges  that  were  is^ot  Yisited. 

The  brugh  of  Week  in  Cathnes. 
The  brugh  of  Dornock  in  Sutherland. 
The  brugh  of  Kirkwall  in  Orkney. 
The  brugh  of  Bervie  in  Mernes. 
The  brugh  of  Galoway 


